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The temporal conjunctions when, once and as soon. as : -

perform a very similar role in sentences. A temporal clause T

oontaining any one of them indicates the time at whioh the L S
event in the main ol e occurs, ?his can 'be seen in the”/ . '

.following two senten ) C};

i. VWhen éonoe, as sopn'Es; Doris saw Michael, she waved. o

"~ ~ 2, “When (onve, as soofilas the sauge begins to bubble, tufn-v %
~ off the heat, .

When a speaker uses these three con unotioné the emphasis'
.is on oontemporaneity between the two events, the one dn- £
the main olause d the one in the temporal oclause. , This;iu
not to sway that the. events in.the two clauses aotually g6

ococur at exaotly the same time: +the most. usual-interp étetiqﬁ“
of (1) and (2 s that the. event in the temporal clauge pre-:
ceded the event/ in the main clause.. Thus the oconju tion, ,
after, whioh makes it expliocit that the two events. ?ke plaoe
in suooession,'oaﬁ\plso ocour in (1).- and (2): ' ,

//~3.‘ a After Doris saw Miohael she waved. ‘., ; ,
(b After the sauce begins to bubble, turn Off the heat. f

This oonjunotion, however, is immediately fel /g to be different
from the other three, and this difference 1ligs in the relation
Mhich is set up between the mairn and the te ﬁoral 6lanse.. Al-
though strictly s eaking the events .in the/temporal and main
clause of both (1§ %2) ooour in succegsion, they ococur in
very rapid suooessiongigBy using when, opce or as soon as in-
stead df after, a speak®r emphasizes this faoct: hg looks on
the two events as being (nearly),contejpiporaneous. / This sense
~of contemporaneity is absent in (3). It is this l1loose gense
of contemporaneity which I shall be sing in this paper-,
. Onthe. face of it, it seems veyry hard to characterize
the differences between the three" onjunotions which form the
title of this paper, especially thle,differences between as soon
as and once, It is my purpose i this paper systematically to
unearth what these differences e. We will begin our study
of 'the differences between 'thesg three oonjunotions with Vendler's
theory of the olassifioation of verbs. o :

Zzeno Vendler (1967)2 has distinguished four olasses of
verbs, based primarily on the¢ types of time adverbials that
ean og-oocourh with them, and fAhe types of tenses they most often
ooour in, . ExoYples of the four clagses are as .follows: '
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/  State . Activity Accomplishment Achievement— -
" be sick , play “ strip a chair oross the border
“ ‘be tall = wait * play a game win
know moo sew a shirt - see Sl
7 7 " have " work . write a novel find

—-—Athtevements-take place in an—instant. -Accomplishments take a
e - longer period of time for their completion, but there is a point
AR at which ihey can be said to be .completed. With activities and
, states there'is. no questicn of their completion or their beirg
finished: they just go‘'on pver a period of time and then stop.
Important for our purposes is the differential behaviour of verbs
of these four classes in the presence of punctual adverbs., In
‘the following sentepces we can compare the behaviour of achieve~
ments, accomplishments, activities and states, respectively, with
respect to punctual adverbez RS 1. oo .

4, 1 orossed the border at 8 a.m. :
- 5., ?7Mary. Ann stripped the chair .at 3 p.m.

6. *Freddy played in the sandboxat 3 p.m, .
/7. "John was sick at ‘noon, - . ‘

From the grammaticality of (4) and (7) we can conclude that
achievements and states can occur in the preterite with a ctual
adverb, However, it is impossible with an activity, as shows,
ond questionable with an accomplishment, as in'(5). However,
insofar as (5) means anything, it means that the completion of
the accomplishment of stripping the chair ococurred at 3 p.m. It
would seem, then, that (5) is questionable for the same reason
. that (6) is ungrammatical: a punotual adverb chnnoti refer to a
process whith goes on over a period of time. In bofh activities
and. accomplishments there is a process which goes on over a period
of time; accomplishments denote, in addition, a point in time at
sz - Which the accomplishment is oomplete&x and the punotual time adverb
can, with difficulty, refer to that point, '
. I will now proceed to make clear what this state of affairs
has to do with the temporal conjunctiéns., The following sentence

‘?{j"‘ is grammatical with when, but ungrammafi@q@.with ornce or as soon as:
2. 8, When (*once, *as soon ‘as) we waited for the results, we got
T , nervous; ' PR

. I . PR
. The verb.in the temporal clause is ar-sctivity. As we saw in (6),
.. an activity is not possible in the preterite when the clause desig-
nates a point in time. When we replace the preterite form of the
‘activity by begon V-ing, was V-ing oy 'stopped V-ing (or some equi=
valent), depending on whether we meant 1o designate the initia
point, a midpoint, or an endpoint, réQpeotively, of the activity
(in other words, when we make it more! explioit whigch point in time
we mean), (8) hecomes grammatical with once and as soon as as well
as with wheri., The reason.is that a whel-clause .can designate ‘a :
span of Time whereas a once-clause oY an as soon as~-clausé cannot.
' Thus in (8) with once or as soon as, ‘the conjunction indieates ‘
- .7, that a point in tIme must be ohosen, but the form of the verb does

. ) :
\ . N N oor
4 .
! . .
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not indicate which point in time to choose. The d%dharmonf’is
intolerable and the sentence becomes ungrammatical-. .

- A possible objection tg this explanation is that were
S woiting does not designate § point and yet it is grammatical in

» ¥

a clouse headed Yy once or .as soon as,’ for example if it were sub-

L+ gtituted for waited In (8)."Even in the canse of the progressive,
: however, once gqund as soon as designate a point and not the entire
period at which the progressive is, true. This point. is the first
one at whioch the progressive.is true, It is-for this reason - o
that only with when can we finish (8) with 'were waiting as in (9): .
| ——— ¥ . [3 .

‘9. When (*once, *as soon as) we wq}e waiting for the results, o
we got nervous, but fortunately we already had most 6f the S
wait behind us. : ) - '

In (9) with once or as soon as, the second conjunct of the sentence L
.contradiots what the temporal clause of the first established, R
namely that the speakers got nervous at the beginning of the waigp, - ;
But since ywhen ygfafé to the entire span of time, there is no ]
,contradictIom with this temporal conjunction in (9): the first ¥
conjunct s es that the getting nervous ococurred sometime during .
the wait; and the second conjunot makes the point a which it ' ,
occurred, mope specifio. L _

Howevz&, when @oes not need to refer to a span of time rather.
an a point, sTnce it is also possible with. achievements:

10.f'yhenfﬁohn won the race, he was elated., , ///'

But in thé case of» notivities, accomplishments and states, the
when-clause designates. a span of ‘time which ends with the comple-
Tion of, the accomplishment, er the cessation of the activity or
state.: In other words, the when-clause (if it contains an accom-
plishment, achievement or activity) refers to every moment that

the progressive of its verb is true, A similar situation holds
true with states, even though they do not (normally) accept the
progressive: ‘the when-clause refers to every moment that the state
is true. . " ’ L P B
" *" Which point do the conjunotions onoce and as soon as dbsignate?
This varies with the class of the verb, as shown in (11) to (13):

:f 11, Once 2As,soon as). John khew that he wgs siock,; he went to bed,

B
e .

g p&ﬂ u"J
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12, - Once (as soon aa) Roger sewed the shirt, he gave it to his
. ? girlfriend. . S B ' L
f 13. Once (as soon as) Mary won the race, all the fans jumped up -

,and chesred.

-(We are leaving the preterite activity out-of consideration here,
since we have established that it is ungrammatical with once or
e as soon as.) In all three cases, the point of time referred to
~ TIn the tomporal oclouse is that at which the perfect 6f the verb
first begins to be true. That is, with a state '(11), the clause
refers to the beginning of the period at whioh the state is true;
with an accomplishment §12), the olause refers to the point at.
whioh it is completed; with an aghievement (13), the clause refers -
to the” instant -at whioch -the event takes plaoce. . o
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. 'wWith (12), as with (5), the situation is not olear-ocut, and .
therefora one may object that the only reason the {emporal clause
in (12) is interpreted as referring to the end of the accomplish-
ment, is that the meaning of the main oclause is more congenial to
.~this type of interpretation. . That this -is not the-case-is shown -
by the oddity of the following sentences, . '

14, *Once (*as soon ag) Mary Ann painted the chair, she used

4 house paint. _— ‘ - '

15, *Once (*as soon as) Roger sewed the shirt, he didn't use a :
pattern, ¥ ' . . . _ ]

o~

A . ‘ f )
as compared to the ,acceptability of (16): ' R

46, Once (as sodn as) Mary Ann painted theichair, she started on
©© the table. ) '

* what has been said for the pre%erite'élso applies to the
present tense: .

17. Once (as soon as) John knows the answer, he'll kick himself
for having been so dumb, Co

18, Once (as soon asg Mary Ann paints the chair, she's leaving.. .

19, oOnce (as soon as) Mary wins the race, we'll take her out to
celebrate. .

[ 4 . ‘e -
In addition, the present is possible with aotivities: ’
20, Once (as soon as) Freddy plays in the sandbox, he'll love it,

The reason for this seems to be that the present in the above

. sentences(17) to (20) doegs not refer to a real present ‘but to a
future perfeot (cf. French), So the point in time is simply the
first point at whioh thig perfeot is ' true. It is thus obvious
that in the present the same oriterion holds for the use of onoce

~_ and as soon as with notivities as with the other olesses of Verbs:
the point referred to is the one at:whieh the perfect of the verb
(Freddy has played) first ik “true., :

Verbs in the perfect and in.tfie progressive are marked in yo Y

themselves as. to what point of tWé event they are referring to.
In each case a once-clause or an as soon as-clause containing such
a verb, as usual refers to the polnt at which the event first is
true., The progressive, of course, is impossible (usually) with
states, but we oan have temporal clauses such as the following in
the other three classes: ' : '

21, Once (os soon as) Freddy was playing in the sandbox, he
‘ never wanted to get out, ‘ )
22, Once (as soon as) Harry is telling his mother aboui the
fire, Freddy will want to interrupt. ' .
23, Onoce {as soon as) the fugitive is orossing the border, we'll
‘ 'Jump(him. - .

.. In each case the temporal clause refers to the first point at
" which the progressive .is true. A once-clause or an .as soon_as~/

Lo N o

v d

. 0lause in the perfeot refers to the Iirst point at whioch the
' perfeot is true, : '




o

~_and all the cows were lowing to be .let out, Thus a when-clause

3
. 27. - Once (as soon as) they had known each othar for .seven years, . -

_-tence is thus ungrammatical with these two temporal conjunctions,:-

-oceour in temporal clauses headed by when but not in those headed by

‘may, on, tvhe other hand, head clauses containing a negated activity

.- 29, When (once, as soon as) the cows didn't moo, we were sure

'30, When (once, as soon as) Julie wasn't fat, everyone thought

. tokes plonce. For exomple, (29) with when might be said if you had

\‘. "'. ' Lo -

- »
. § .
O s
, .

24, Onge (as soon as) Freddy had played in the sandbox for 5
seconds, his hair and. his shoes weke full of sand, |

25, Once (as soon as) we've played the game, it'll be $ime for " »
bed,: ; ’ , ' . L]

26. Once (as soon as) Mary had won the race, we left.

Al

~they got married.

This analysis of the meaning of once and as soon as wild
explain why once-clauses and as soon as-olauses take negatives
only under certain circumstances. sSentence (28) is possible only
with when: B . s
28, ' When (*once, *as soon as) John didn't come, we started®

without him, : .

Theré is no'point‘at which the event of the temporal clause, John'e
not-ocoming, begins to be true.,' Therefore there is no point for
the once-clause or the as soon as-olause to refer.to, and the 'sen-

As for the situation with when, both Heinamaki- (1974:182) and
Mandel (1974) state that there must be some expectation that the
positive of the clapyse would oocur, for the negative to be allowed
in the temporal clouse, Sentence (28) with when implies that Jghn
was expected to come at a certain time, or within a certain interval
of ‘time, Thus the when-clause refers to the span of time at which
John was expected to come, But now the question.is: why can't
once- and as soon as-clausges refer to the first point of that same
Interval of time?. 1 have no real gnswer to this question; the only
explanation I can offer is that the interval is not clearly-defined
enough for once-clauses and as soon as-clauses to be able to refer.
to the beginning of it. . R - - T :
In general, negated achievements, and accomplishmenis may

ns soon 08 or once, The latter two oonjunotions, as well as when,

and, less felicitously perhaps, a negated state,. P

they were dead.” '

.8he was beautifUlg ’

However, both the once- and as soon as-clauses presupﬁose that the
positive .of their clause was true just before the point,.to whioh-
the temporal clause refers, the point at which the main olause

come noross some cows who were totally inert and silent. 1In order

to find out whether they were dead or just asleep, you made a loud *
noise designed to startle them. It would be inappropriate to use

once or as soon 08 in (29) in this situation, All three conjunctions -
would be appropriate in the situation where the barn was burning

does not preclude tge possibility that the opposite was true just
before, But with onbe and as soon as this has to be the case. As.
Heinamﬁki has pointed out (IJ74.3Z) a ohange has to ocour in the

6




truth-value of the when- olause at some time; but it does not have '

~ to Ve just before thie point at whioch the main clause ooours, ‘as

it does with once-clauses and as soon as-clauses.
SimilarTy, the use of once or as soon- as in-(}O) presupposea _

" that Julie was fat before, and the use of when does not, although*

it does not preclude that possibility. Thus_ the when-olauae in

13

(30)" can contain either et or any more, where the once- and
ns soon .as-clauses can contain on%y any more.

31, when Julie yasn't fat yet (any more)), everyone thought she
was beautiful. \-

.32, Once Julie wasn't fat any.more (*yet), everyone thoughﬂ shq o

was beautiful,
33. As soon as Julie wasn't fat any more (*yet), everyone thought
she was beautiful,

This situation, that once- and as soon as- clauses presuppose that
the opposite was true before, is Therefore a direct consequence of
the faot that they refer to the first point at which the perfect of
the verb in their clause is true., Since a/when-clause does not
necessarily refer to this first point, there is no such presuppos-~
ition in the ocase of when-olauses. But.the posgibility that thew
eveht-in the main olauSe oococurs at thé first point at which the
event in the when-clause is true, is not excluded, and may be implied
through the conversation. 1In the situation of the burning barn,.
a sentence.such as (29) with when would certainly imply, conver- - ..
sationally, - that the cows were mooing bqfore our conolusion that “y
they were dead.

A further, related difference between when-olauses and once-
and os soon as-clauses is that the latter imply that not only the

~y -
l" >

opposite of the temporal olause was true before.the point in question, .

but also the opposite of the main clause. The use of once and
as soon as in (34) presu poses (35), but when does not lexoept +

perhaps conversationally):

34.  John liked the polioy when (onoe, as soon as) he saw its
consequehces,

35, It is ne¢t the case that John liked the poliocy before he s aw
its oonsequenoes.

.

Similarly, (36) presupposes.(37) if once or @s soon as is .used
but not if whon is used. A

36, When (once, as soon-as) Freddy was playing 1n the sandbox,
he was happy.

37. Freddy was not happy befoye he played in the sandbox.

This is shown by the faot that when can be used in a sequenoe such
as ‘that in (38), but once and as soon as canno't:

38, Freddy was always happy. * When he was brushing his teeth, he
was happy. When he was eating breakfast, he was happy. When,
was at the dentist, he was happy. cee When'he was playing in -
the landbox, he waa happy. : ,




Another oorroborating fact is that still can be used in the maind%; 
oclause of (39) when the temporal clause is headed by.when, but not
wpen it is headed by once or as ‘soon as:

39, When (*onoe, +a8 soon as) John/baw the oonsequenees of the
. polioy, he still liked it, .

The presupposition with‘zentences oonﬁhining once and as soon as,
that the truth-value of 4Ahe main clause changes at the poini to
which the temporal clause refers, may be a consequence of two faots,
'token together: -first, the fagt that onge~ and as soon as-clauses
designate a point whereas when-clauses_ are not that: specifio; ahd
second, that we can asSume That Grice's (1967) Maxims of Cony
sation are followed here as well . as elsewhere. His Maxim of uan-
tity (of. R. Lakoff 1974:XVI-18) states in part that in conversation
one must "be no more informative than required" (ibid.:XVI-18).

There must be a reason why we are being so expliocit about the point
at which the main clause is true, and the reason seems to be that
this is the point at whioh the main clause is first true.

In sentence oontainlng once or as soon as w@ thus have the
baokground gssumptions that both the event in the main clause and
the event in the subordinate clause first began “to be true at the
point . designated by the subordinate clause. That these‘baokground
assumptions can indeed be’called presuppositions is ghown by the.
fact that they pzss the tests suggested by Morgan (1973:54) for
presuppositions.’ In (40) to (42) both these assumptions still
hold true,

40, It is not the oase that once (as soon as) Freddy was playing
in the sandbox he was happy. °

41, Was Freddy happy once (as soon as) he.was playing in the
sandbox?

42, Maybe Freddy was happy onoe (as soon as) he was playing in

! the sandbox.

Up to this point onoe and as soon as: have behaved the same
even though we ocan sense that they are not totally synonymous.
. Sinoce once~ and as soon as- olaus:;/pb no} differ in the point -they

- designate with respect to the main‘clause, the-difference lies in
" the relation’ that each conjunction.draws between the two oclauses.
Consider the follbwing sets of senténces: -

43, As soon as (?ompe) John finished painting the chair, it
s@prted to rain,

44, AS soon as' (?once) Mary leaves, gomeone ‘will call for her. |

Although the iud ments on the ungrammatioality of the sentenoes
with once in (43) and (44) cannot be overwhelming, since a lot.
depends on the situation in which they are used, most inférmants
consider the sentences with as soon as to be preferable to those
with once, The aotion in the main clause seems to be totally un-
related to that of the subordinate clause (except on a fatalistio
reading), except for their contemporaneity. The temporal connection
‘between the two clauses Is purely happenstanve. The conjunction ’
o8 soon 08 fits this situation because all it does is establish

a oconnection of contemporaneity (in the sense explained at the
beginnin; of this paper) between two events, and preuuppoee that

!
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... thnt _once establishes between the two olaunses does hot seem to be.

"John to fix it, - Consider (49),.

- . »

. ' : <% . ( ’
.
' s . s i . .
: -
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both events began at thg some time (i.e., that they were not true
before). llowever, once does not fit this situation, since it pre=-
supposes more thin just contemporaneity between the two events.

So if that is the only connection between the. subordinate clause
and the maoin oclause, the use of once is improper. The connection-

exnotIy one of oduse, however. A oausative conneotion can be-im-
plied, though it is not necessary, with oonjunctions such as when
or as soon os (of, Heinamaki 1974:4):

45, When'(as soon as) Martha fell in the bathroom, the plpmbing'
sprang a leak. ‘

A'very possible interpretation of (45) is that Martha's falling
caused the plumbing to spring ,a leak. But once is impossible’in
this sentence (with the same interpretation as (45)): e
46, *Onoce Martha fell in the'ﬁh$hrpom, the plumbing.syrang a leak.
Nevertheless, there does seem to be a relation between the two
clauses which is akin to causation. Sentence (47) '

47, Once she stopped coming home nights, we started to wonder
about her morals. P ‘ -

does imply that we would not have begun to wonder about her morals
if she had not stopped ooming home nights, %ust as in (45) the
roof wouldn't have oracked if Martha had not fallen., The event in
the temporal oclause of (47) is a necessary ocondition for the event
in the main olause.” - :

48, Once (as soon as) Harry wrecked the car, John fixed it.
Intuitively, it does not seem to be enough to interpret (48) with

{

‘once as meaning merely that the two events are contemporaneous and

that if Harry had not wrecked the car, John would not have fixed it,
We feel that there was_something going on before Harry's wreocking
the car which in some sense predisposed Harry to wreck thd.oar_and

49, Once (as soon as) the cows started mooing, we thought we would
go out of dur ‘minds. : : : . .

14

As soon ans can have a causative interpretatian- here also. For this'

interprotation it is perfeotly acceptable to conoclude that only the
cows'! mooing was enough to make the speakers go out of their minds.
With once in (49), hopever, the implication is that many things had
happened to upset the speakers,. all of them tending bdbut not quite
sufficient to send them out of their minds; but the cows' mooing was
the last strow., The cows' mooing was therefore a necessary ocon- -
dition for the event in the main clause, bubt by 1tself not a suffi-
cient one; hence the implication of earlier events tending to the
some end. The event in the .once-clause is the last of these neces~-
sary but not suffiocient conditIons, owing to the contemporaneity

of it with the main oclause (and to the.fact that, non-scientifjoally
speaking at least, causes are thought to precede their effects, or
at least not to follow them)., The event in the once-clause is, in

. . ' | \
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. faot, &he lost straw. Our intuitions did not, therefore, pla
us wrong with (48)., Since the once-clause only indicates “the
- last straw, we were right in assuming that there were other fao= .
-~ tors whioh had led to the ooourrence of the main oclause. - , ]
B As usual, there is a kink.. -Compare- the following”sentences: ?
——39—%0noé-John—saw—the cons: s~0fﬁthp*poiioy7-ﬁq“stfit—}iked-itr‘——%
' 50. John. still liked the pollcy¥.once he saw its consequenges. _
As soon as shows no Buch effeots under adverb preposing: - - ‘-

39. *As soon as John saw the consequénces of the polioy, he still Y
. ked it : :

@ . , .

Ji. #%John still liked the polioy as soon as he saw its oconsequences.

' sentenoe (zg) is ungrammatical because the presuppositions of
’ still and ose of once or as soon as olash, - ‘The presuppositions

ol still are that the event In 1ts olause went oh in -the. past and
* ogonirary to what might have happened, is .going on in tlre present, .
' Why do these presuppositions not oclash-with thase of once in (50)°%
. Morgan (1969) has proposed that presuppositions should be seeén as
. being set up from left to right, and Karttunen (1973) has similarly
" proposed that the initial context of a sentence is inoremented in
a top-to-bottom, left-to-right fashion by the presuppositions of ‘
earlier olauses, I believe that (%9), (50) and (51) show- that the
presuppositions conneoted with some words are weaker than those
oonnected with ‘others. Here, those of once are weaker than those
.. of still or as sopn -a8. When in (50) the pﬁesuppositions of still
L .,#7"  have already been set up by the time we get to once, the presup~
A ‘positions of once aore weakened to conform. When thé presuppositions
~ - of once are set up first, as in (39), those of still are not weak- ~
ened to conform and the sentenge is ungrommatical., The presupposi-
tions of as soon as and still, on the other ‘hand, are of about the -
" same. strength and neither set is weakened in the face of ghe other,
Thus both %39) with as. soon as and (51) ere ungrammaticel”?, .
'y A similar situafion ocours with (14) and (52): - , .,

: 14, *Onoe Mﬁ%y Ann puiﬂted the chair, she used house paint.
i 52. Mary Ann used house paint once she painted the chair. =

Normolly, a once-olause containing an accomplishment refers to
the completion of that accomplishment. Sentence (14) with once
is anomnlous. since there would be no need for Mary Ann to use - \
any kind of paint after she had finished painting. We interpret
.(52), however, as meoaning either#that Mary Ann painted other things
after she painted the chair; or even that the once- aude points i
to the beginning of Mary Ann's painting the chair, becouse the
previously-established situaotion ("Mary Ann used house paint") is
more congeniol to this type of interpretation than to the normal
,one, Thus -the presuppositions of once are easily cancelled or
weakened. DBut note that they remain as true-to-form 'as possible:
und the emergency interpretation, the point that is referred to
in e once-clause 1is the point at Whioh'Mary Ann gtarts to paint
- the chair, ‘npt some arbitrary midpoint. Again, the presuppositions
' of as soon as do not undergo such weakening:. ‘

14, *As  soon as Mary Ann painted the ohair, she used house paint.
53. *Mary Ann used house paint as soon as -she painted the chair.

’
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: , - To summarize the Tindings of thid paper: wes have\seen* that
~ ' ° a when-olause refers to a ppan of time whereas a once-clause or an ' -
: 0s _Hoon as-clouse refers to a point of time and, Speqifically, the ]
T “Tingily peint at which we can say that the event in the oclause has
. been . true. This has two consequendes:, in _the first place, a
gated accompIishment  or achievement cannot oocour in. a once-
olouséyor_an as _soon as-clause, presumably becguse the. point 'at
Y which ‘the negative is first true is not oclear enough. In th _
o second place, once-clauses and as soon as-clauses imply fthat [the . ,
v/ negation of the event in the‘olause was true at the time jus .
preceding the point to which they refer, the point at which the
main qlguse tokes place. ., Furthermore, once-~clauses and as soon as--
cloaugesy but not ‘when-clauses presuppose that the negation of|%the
mnin*dlpuse was ﬁrua,Just before. the point to which, the tempgral
. ©laude refers. Desides. these presuppositions, ns soon as merely
¢ implies contemporaneity; once implies, in additiom,, thot the event
in its clouse is the "las¥ straw" in & ‘series of ‘events leading to
the obourrence‘of the evemt in the main oleuse. The présup§091tionﬂ

in thes-case of once can be violated, however, if there is receding
it in the sentenoe‘g word with a contradictery meaning or presup-
i

pogition of a suffidiently great strength,

'

FOOTNQTES ,

"1 ethimaki (1974:108) discusses this oconcept in slightly dJdifferent ..
terps in-characterizing the difference between after and as soon"as.
2 6#; also Heindmdki 1974:7-12 and Dowty 1972:16-29,

3'Wéfare léaving out of. consideration here the possibility of a
frequentative interpretation for (8) with ongce or as 'soon as, which.

Would make the sentence grammatioal, ) |
4fmhe situation with achievements is complicated by such sentences

ag- (1i):
(1) Once (as soon as) Mary was winning the race, all the fans ) g
! got excited., ) ' ) ot -
The/ verb in the temporal clause does not point to an instantaneous ’
~gvent as 18 the. case with achievements. Heinamiki (1974:12) and
Dowty (1972:27), as well as Vendler himself (1967:100) attest to
the faot that membership in a olass is not in the first place a - *
. dharacteristic of a certain lexiocal item, but a property of a ‘
, . gertain verd in, oeruﬁin use. In (i) above, be winning the race
18 used as a state rather THan an achievement} 1ts meaning 18 equi=-
_valent to be ahead in the race, Examples of verbs which belong to
. different categories 1in different uses can be multiplied: run
.0 (hotivity) vs. run to the store (acoomplishment) ism one. ' Even
- 3. duch things as The specificity of the ‘object can be a factox: find
-+ | a_fossil is an achievement whereas find fossils is en activity. .

"SjThiB explonation is largely & fudge; it seems to me'that -
- #omething of the sort is going on, bu% I haven't been able to find:' - -

enough other examples of thie kind of weakening or ocandelling to L

know exaotly what is going on, . T .
: . ,<; (:‘ ‘ . . - B .
N . 1
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