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Al . - : ”4 . "" b. 1 '
(1) a., They told the Grand Jury a nuéper of lies, the leon men.
' ‘b. We flnd we have to limit our social schedule, my husband.ano I.

(2) 1Is it so, her claim that you don't 1ove-me anxs;;g? b .

The fact that right dislocations occur aimos; exclusively im sppken
. \ S - ’

language suggests that the function of such formsfis'mainlj elarificational.

e . . - <,

! roduc1ng written language the speaker has %ﬁe leisure tosexplolt
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other means of clarlflcatlon styllstlcairy more aceeptable than rrght Y

- .

dislocation..
- ) 'y . ‘ ' . s e
. One basic function served by right dis&oeapion is to make fully
. v .' -

expr2c1t a pronomlnal rererence that ‘the speaxer, often prompted o
in mid-sentence by a ﬁon~verbal cue from a nearer, suddenly realizes
N B
This situation arises,when the speaker,
// . . T\" . s ’
tnroubh lapse or nisundepstandlng, mlaconstrues she referential

~
:ne'audienge is unsure of.

- .

the dlscourSe. Sentence (La/ ehenpl'fles the appenaage
. . ./

noun pnrase (tne Nix on ;meh) to de31gna€e the

:on:ext of
@ .

of ‘a rignt dlsloCateé

' .

referent ox ‘a progoun (they);- sentence an) illusurates gﬁé use of

& s,

.

‘to complete the—spec1r1cation of the pronoun we..

rignt dislocaei

nnother fhnction of xright dlslocatron is o//remove a heavy -

roun phrase rom a position in the senten/e/ﬁhere it is felt to be

. .awxkward. In this vay right islocation functionsqnormally as a
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to'the rules of Complex NP

: 2 . 'packing 'rule' (Langacker, 1974), similar
Cep . . . . ]
o ' Shifty Extraposition and Relative Clause Extraposition. The mon— -
4

’ * .
dislocated vérsion of (2) is rather awkward when spoken.
. A .
71s her. claim that you don't love me anymore so?

(3)
In certain structures only a pronoun may occupy an NP 'glot.'

To utlllse such a structuré wh;n the pronominal reférenss is" not ¢
v 1 sufficiengly clear, ;he speaker resorts,xq~right dislocation. !
". (4) - 1 have loved'them all,'Bob and,Carol.and Ted and Alice.
> =71 have ioved Bob and Carol and Tedland Alice all.. ‘
The prenominal poss&sor NP in Zaglish occupies a syntactic .
poaiui01\that ouly tolerates ?rouOups and relatively 'simple' noun
ohrases. 1in written language the poséassor is often moved to post—
” u01inal-position ts avéid unaccep%able genitive forms such ss (5),
’ _giving (6) instead. . B ; X
. ) R
‘ , ‘ ¢5) ?Is that man the little girl who already speaks two-word
. sentences' father? . "
(6) 1Is that man the father of the little éirl who already speaks
. ? “two-word sensences? .
In spéech there is a tendency to~prese;ve the colloquial prenominal
) form, even at the expense of right dislocating the possessur to provide
) | an accejtavle st}ucture. ‘
t (7) 1s that hsr father, the litt\s girl who already speaks two-
: word sentences? ;
’ T lace.prominence on a post-verbal particle, a speaker may
posﬁpgse it around the di;ect object. . -
‘ (8) Put ;hat‘gun away ! : ; R
Throw the cat out! .
Ana;ogously; ﬁrbminence is placéd on a direct object by postposing .
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If tne direct obJee% in se%pances like (8), or ‘the indirect object

.

in sentences like (9), i %Jcomplex or phonologically ‘heavy,' such

structures become awkwaﬁd. s .

(10) 1?Put that gun’ that you just test—‘ired away!
?Show the clerk who s smlrklng over there in_the corner the bombl

r
v’

o~ BNty /
The order of elements, ‘and the concomitany relative prominenee of the
’ ‘ -
postposed element, can be preserved without awkwardness b§>means of

w

right‘dislocatinn. ~ i
. . N R
(11) Put {?u} away, that gun thgt you just test-firgdl

‘a" t : ) : '

)
v Sh ?i? the bomb, the clerk who's smirking over there in
E m the corner!

/‘1 f“ P . ) ’ i '
In additi4n, the substitution of & pronoun for a noumr phrase in the

6‘ : .

.

main sentence contributes to the relative prominence of other fully

b4 .
lex1caﬂ°noun phrases. The further reductlon that the pronoun undeﬁeoes

» vv‘ ,_ ’

whenncontracted enhances'this effect. : ~
. ¥

f In a himllar way the speaker may elevate the prominence of the

’.'
.

pfedicate of a sentence by. reducing the Sub*ect NP or object NP

| o

@o a pronoun and possrbly coneractlng it. The fully lexical verbdl
vt

/
/

element(s) receives prominence thereby.
K .

{ .
(12) 1It's coming, your toast and eggs. (Spoken to an impatient

:;‘ . child awaiting breakfast.) .

It 8 jugt landed,. your daddy's plane. ,
Are they experlsive to make, pornos? . .

I'm gonna kill'm, that sneaky brother of yours:

e e . - v
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e ?&";7J” vwﬁm_mlfugbspeakal wishes to place contrastive gtress om a lengthy

g / ,%% soun pthSe,'he may substitute a pronoun to carry the stress, and

: '/ r%’ v . ] . . .
i, . right dislocate for referential clarity.
. _ 2 -

FA (13). It's h{m,°the man who's been folldwihg me for thrée_yeeks.
yl o . \

. ‘ e B
) T Finally, one may right dislocate a moun phrase merely to give it
-;/ ; “4’ ) i .
; b . th; additional prominence that-accompanies gentence .-final elements.
#3 . - o o
cor ‘ o (14) ﬁzg\kair grows so fast, Zachary's .(cf. note 1). (Spoken
|9 by the mother ¢f Zachary to the father in a context '
g X that was referentially clear,) * '
Won't you come home, Bill Bailey?“ _ . '
) - ' ’ B
' Zpithetical noufl phrased may also be right dislocated to achleve
' * . .
an emphatic effectr Either a fully specified noun phrade anaphor
may occur in the main sentence, OT, 1f the speaker judges that - N
referential clariEy will be preserved, ,a pronoun may OcCCur.
\ ) (15) ‘Zachary's so cute, the little darling. -
‘ I'm gonna kill that brother of yours, the sneaky bastard.
v, You can't really see 'm, the littlé motherfuckers.
c .
. , % . -
. Notes

lTwo further comments)hre necessary. The awkwardness of (5) can
also be removed by extraposition of the relative clause.
(1) TIs that man the little girl's father who already spesaks
two-word sentences? .
Croice of this 'backing rule' instead of right dislocation introduces
a potential ambiguity as to what mominal is the head of the relative
clauze. Based 'on the principle that, other things belng equal, ’
gpeakers tend to avoid ambiguity', right dislocation is preferred
in this case. ) :
Also, observe when a right dislocated possessor NP takes the
. possessive ending 's. If the NP is 'simple' the 's is obligatory.
(i1) That's his hat, %John/John's.
1f the NP is 'complex' (perhaps 'complex' is equivalent to 'contqiﬂs};
_an underlying S), the 's tends to be absent.
\ (111) That's his hat, the man who.lives there/*there's.
R In some cases 1t's hard to tell. - , .
“EMC L 4 ' . v 5. . )
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Wich prenominal possessors, however, the _ o

the father of the bride('s).

's is always present.
That's the man who lives *there/there's hat.
That's the father of the *bride/bride’s hat. . ‘
the right dislecated NP as simply providing
s referent to a pronoua, the absence of 's in cases like ‘(444) is -
¢xplainable. On this basis, however, (11) lacks a plausible fuhctional
explanation.  The 's in that case is perhaps 'sympathetic.'

(iv) That's his hat,

»

(v)

Given the functional role of

o .
<1 am aware of, but have notaing substantive to say about the vocative
overtones of this sentence. \ /

\
-

.
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