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b i Most people interested in Amerlcaﬁ language studles, are,

or presume, aware of the- chtlonaryfof Amerlcan heglonal Engllsh

RS
1 []

(DAREM whlch has been in preparatlon 51nce 1965 under the

»J;
the dlctlonary are belng wrltten.

ourselves w&th riches far beyond our greatest expectatlons.

past the boundarles of the dlctlonary.‘ Puttlng as1de our s001ologla1 o
d A

|
i, .
+

observations and concerning ourselves only with linguistic: matters,

we find in the long lists of answers glven in the 1002 communities |
// "

VlSlted such varled eV1dence as: chamges taklng lace in the

pronunciatlon of |words; changes in the meanlng of words; folk

“ .

-

etymology in the making; and proliferations, vaflatlons, and
'kh this in mind;‘ : i

|

Ycontamination" of phrases and express1ons.
I intend to analyze this afternoon the answers of three of our
o us in the wrltlﬁg .

0
questlons, p01nt1ng out both material useful

of the dlctlonary and samples of the "frlnge/éeneflts that |
3 !,

. /
/

enrlqh our data. . . /
: ‘ / f |

J ‘ ! ‘ i
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Comlnggto DARE, as I dld, after many years of‘readlng4student

papers,fI find myself enthusxastlcally recordlnggfor DARE some

.

T’*”“"*of*the Very—same—non-standard=fofms:and—syntactlcal~aberratloﬁs o .

.__‘ T
Y, that a few years ago sent me“to*the—margtﬁ—ef a—frashman.themel_“_____ ]

. |
| . fw1th my red-lnk pen. v,  For ‘instance;, my-att-tude toward h01 polloi

In Greek it means 'the many,' i. e., the people.\ That 1? its

r ] o ] o . ‘e
w ‘ original‘meaning in English, too, but now it has reversed its; o

fﬁ"A meaning for some. It means 'the ellte (1 note Wlth lnterest

d I now
i .

o
N: glve attentlon, not red ink, to all, a plural, conv1nc1ngly used
|

I < % - | »
U to modzfy a Sﬁngular noun, a count-noun in fact. ?he.@erson
[ it

that W3 has 1n¢luded ‘the- new meaning, labeled ‘'slang.)

who says}‘“That s all the dress I have" means that she has

She has sw1tched~m1d—sentence- she started

' but the

only one &ress.
with a plural COncept of all, meaning 'the total of,
Many of the changes

total is only one, so dress must be singular.

-

I see takln& place have prev1ously been better known to me 1n

\\\heory than in fact. But evidence from peoplg of all ages, of

2

all social and educatlonal levels, people living in communltles

: ranglng from great metropolltan .areas to tiny hamlets we have

Y

d1ff1¢ulty finding on the map--such ev1dence is not to bhe denled.

It's like finding out from the man in the street instead of from
Caesar, from Johannes Q.- Publlco;‘who was al:eady speaking a
L4 -

primitiveykind of Italian at the very time when- Cicero was

declaiming in classical L%tin against Catiline.
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The gatherlng of most of ‘the material for -DARE hadwbeen : ~

completed when I jOlned tbe staff as associate edltor 1+

January 1973, Since then we “have been ) preparingfqopy—for*the

Y

getting ready for the actual writing of the dlctlonary. “This
fall we have plunged into the stacks of computer prlntOut and

are finally putting into our files many words...all of which

-

so far begin with a, . " ) S .

%§Ctually we base our éntries on ‘two different collections

*

.of data: (1) the Data Summary, material gathered by Qﬁr

‘fieldworkers betwgen 1965 ana\isﬁo all over the United States

and (2) the Main File, materlal collected from many sources

inc}udlng Amerlcan dlar1és, artlcles in such perlodlcals as

and Pads; novels and other reglonally oriernted books, collcctlons
of words~-even single WOde“*Sent by scholars and frlends from
all over the count;y; and words contributed by our own staff.
Although this iscellaneous collection is known as the Main File,
the questionalrgbko'girs) and Ehe computerized maﬂs based on -

the Q'air data are ou; chief sources. There were 2572 informants
wﬁo contributed to them, 1843 of whém -also made taped interviews.
Most gapes‘contain in addition a readin% of our improved version '
of "Arthur the Rat," a story well known to students of American’
pronuﬁciation.* This ﬁaterial is being used for the pronunciation

sectlon of the dxctlcnary4 which Prof. James W. Hartman of the

University of Kdnuas is writing. ‘Two or more informants

»*
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' sometimes contrlbuted to one Q'air. There ane vafﬁous reasons, -

the chief one belng the Q'air sections' mapy people are not - |
. S

;:37»2~»-quallf1ed to answeﬁ;-sectlons on farm bulldrngs ledflowers, i

§

_Q, rw~~Ph11dren_s_games,_for;;nstancgi_________ﬁ

et e

e

i;y“‘“::::::Weare aware,uof~course,<that<§§§te 11nes do- ?Ot make ":;nw_“”Q;i,

%.%ﬁ lanUlStlc boundarles--qulté gheacontrary. llngulstlc boundanles

ﬂ -normally cutiacross state I%nes. Nevertheless, we hdve collected

0 our data sto;c by state, deélgnatlng our 1nformants with. such
labels as IN35, WA20, SC10 bedause that is’ the most loglcal way
to Réep track of them. We are fully. cognlzant of the speeq’
areal already- establlshed by sgholars, of the areas where foreign r
groups settled and left their mark, of mlgratlon patterns acrqgss |
the country. “We may ask the computer to put Cleﬁéland and
Cincinnati data together, but wé know that they do not belong

together’ llngulctlcally~*and that.Columbus belongs with nelther.

Communltles were not selected at random. The number studled

" in each state was based on the 1960 populatlon flgures and known ¢
patterns of‘sgttléments and migrations. Our fieldworkers .
interqiewed informants in 86 communities in NY; for instance,

56 in CA, 46 in TX, and only two each in NV and AS.

4

My finst guestion is one for which we expect as our answer kr(
a singlé or a compound word. —Such questions frequently begin
with what do you call: . "what do you call a round cake of dough,

e

cooked in‘deep fat, with a hole in the middle?" "What do you

call wasting time by not working on the job2" In my question

L4 -

v
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the 1nformants were asked to supply a word for the blank in
g

”When people brlng baked dishes, salads andcso forth 0 a meetlng -

pae. g e - —_— -

.

place and share them toéether, that s a --=- meai " Inwaysweg}nspm;; -

L

[
v

V e«mm_many 1nformants,v_beaklngnnaturally, substltuted dinner or supper

e e D e S

or lunchecnlfor meal And since the.second element is of no . ’ -

1mportance here, I have consldéred as one answer all the terms

~

with the same first element, e.g. ﬁotlﬁck,cq supper, « dinner, w1

1uhcheoh‘are all counted together. (See List $1.)

Of our 131 different answers the five most frequ

Eotluck...:459, covered d1$h...«425, 21cn1c....60 tureen....25,

and cgarry-in....23. The flrst two are clearly the most common. -

Picnic I hawe dlsregarded--elther the informants mlsunderstood
" the question or were unfamiliar with this type of m‘al.? But
= the next two, along with several others, merit further study.

/. _,
Though both potluck and covered dish‘have wide distribution

-

and nelther 1s, - strictly speaklng, z_glonal, they do form
¢ rather dlfferent patterns across the country. (See Map #1 )
Both terms were reported in more than half the states.. Potluck

is more frequent in the Northwest and the West. And covered dlsh )

was tﬁe only one of the two reported ineMD, sc¢, 6aA, and FL, all

in the Southeast. - ‘ ‘ BRI \ .o
Potluck, by the way, is a word whose meanlng has changed

The OED deflnes 1t "one's luck or chance as to what may be

.in the pot, e.g. ‘cooked fora meal' used 1nvref to a person

invited to a meal without any spec1a1 ptopa%at1on hav1ng been

\4

‘ made for him."” Most oOf us know this sense in the phrase




to-take potluck.' W3 adds a second‘meanlng, this one equated : 4

. with covered dish supper. The change in meaning is an 1ntete$t1ng 5.

one. In the farst there lS a suggestlon that the food 1s not Ty ‘

>

_company fare, but as potluck takes On party overtones, .the fooﬁ 'V‘\

i 1&
»

is likely to be_speg;gl;yep;epaggﬁ The second Eotluck suggests

I 3
, togetherness, the concept of more people being 1nvolved than a

‘H

lone: man on horseback pass1ng by or. a friend 1nv1tz? to dinner
without the host's telephonmngahome, it suggests P anning ahead 7{

for an informal meal often a$ a chuarch. (To the point, one v

'

informant in Escondldo CA gav the term planned lunch as a‘l
synonym of Eotlpck,) Other sy onyms suggest varlous facets of.,

‘the modern concept. (See Llsﬁ\#Z.) ,& . ' ,/ .
‘ y ! :\ o ‘AA p . :
» 4 .
DISHES: _tureen dlnner, cassemoleédlnner, (covered) dish- Sy
_ to-pass, deep-dish supper.. And ' both Eotluck and covered v
dish suggest a container.‘f ‘ , . '

" VARIETY OF FOODS: hodgepodge, jumble, salamagundy (91c),
tasters' luncheon, smorgasbord 'Dutch meal ) .

TOGETHERNESS. cOH-op (dlnner), co-operatlve, get together
supper, git-tpgethexr feed, fellowshlp meal, friendship
. dlnner, club d1nner !

Pltch—ln and - carr

A

,~1n, both strong ln IN, suggest not
only togetherness bubbthe enerqgy txerted to assemble the meal.
¢ Several reglonal terms appear oﬁ this list~-for 1nstance,

*dlnnerwon the ground (s) (See Map #2 ) There are nineteen

exmpléS: AK....z FL.~092 KYooooa MP.Q..Z(TNOOOOl’ TXOOOOl;
VA....2, and LA....l; in contrast,-only one example of the

. f .
traditional'form, dinner on the grounds. The form with $§ is

the only térm given in tke DA, where the phrase is defined as
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o

b gxg;

o !
[ :

i v,
S | :
the noon meal at an all-day rellglous revival meetlng, a dlnner *

|
-
_shared by all those attending. -

¥

slnce elghtdof the‘lnfor%ants

o called the term old~- fashloned, it is not surprlslng that dlnner o

on the grounds has changed to ‘dinner on the.ground.; 1 see two ? A

possible contrlbutlng factors. (1) our- casﬂalness w1th the

flnal s of such ‘words as falrground(s), huntkng ground(s),
"l

stamplng ground(s)--WB treats the 1atter two as singulars but

\
the entrﬂes 1nclude plurals without editorial comment»and

\ \ b

(2) the 1mp11ed picnic mdea-—GO people, you recall‘ gave picnic L  §?

| !
as an answer to thls questlon. In splte of all those plcnlc Loy
Al -

tables set out in parks and. along hlghways, there must stlll

be some plcn;c dinners eaten llterally on the ground!

\\

Execpt fbr one stray example in southern Ohlo, tureen d;nner

i

and tureen supper Oecur in a rebatlvely small drea; the other
\t

4 1nstances appear 1n nine NY communltles and 13 pPa communltles.

\

Thé-, NY responses came from communltles west of Syracuse, Seneca

Falls be1ng the most eastern one, the PA communifies are all

A

n the nerthwestern part of that state. And Sunbury PA, the

eastern cut&off point, 1s almost directly south of Seneca Fglls.

At the moment*wc don t know why the teim has spréad in this

| -
partigular patt:exqé Are tureen dinners perhaps held by members
of some religiou enomination? Is there a commerc1a1‘reason

as there turned out to be for tonic used for soda or pop 1n

the east- -central part of Ncngnglandﬁ The refrlgerators and

shelves of the mﬂrchdnto, it evolved, were all fllled by’ de11Vexy

men‘fromuone Boston supplier. We hope to find out  about tureen :

dinners before we reach the t-u's in our editing.




The term p1tch~1n dlnner was i réported in even a smaller area.

We had eleven 1nstances, all in southern IN, nowhere,else.

“——No — “{ = rth arn—IN—fy vors—— *cam—&mne%s——seveﬂ—reporvtEdr -The-term-——=— -

s -

“ LY

—Talso was reported in IL, MG pf'ﬂ'MRi‘?dHr and—eN——————— H

K / = *
. . I, .

E— PSR

T TWG—iﬁEéfé§fﬁﬁf61&3fﬁshi6ﬁéd“WOrdsﬁwere—giVeQ"in*respon?e

]tb this queétion: sounding in Childress AK ‘and rag bee in

Lmberty NY. A pounding or pound party, equated in W3 with , .

‘donation party, is a party to whuch parishioners take gifts of

~

astaples to the mlnluter~-sugar, salt, and: flour tradltlonally,

;naonerpoupd lots. " Bees we know in such terms as husking bee

én&ksewing bee. »WHether bee was a viable term to be used in the

- \\

creatlon of othcr combinations by the 69-year old woman who gave °

us raf,beé I don*t know. I doubt] 'that ‘either of the contributors

| | 3
of these %ldﬂfashloned terms really understood the questlon,
n /m
L b t they/furnluhcd us with words that we are glad to have. Now

/r
qmd then;we,pmck up words known to us only in old books. The
o : o :
//%d other day we found relict given as a synonym for widow, a word

marked obs. in W3.

We are frequcntly puzzléd over what to do with what we call

¢

ﬂgngégs, wogds reported to us only once. Sometimes they are
nnothing more than family words-~a child's attempt at a word

qlorxfled hy a lOVLng family. Sometimes, as with rag bee and

,oﬁndln s we may have heard from an eldeVly person a word all
1 »ﬁ

but qone out of use. We wonder occ3310nally:can a word be too

. regional? ® Suppose we have among our oncers a word used in just

LI
[
| one tiny area. A few weeks ago we came upon a perfect example,

s




.

an answer given as an answer to this question, dinner on the rock.

e

BERE— from~mhomkrnsvxtie~x¥—f:n—the~dtnner—en—the—gfeuaé-afea%ﬁww~w~~wfm'h

"”and Tt Tefers spe01t1caIIy—tO‘a‘church“dtnner—heid—on~

B rock in front of the Turkey Neck Bend Church of Chrlst. That‘s; - ©
regional American English! I expect we'll use ,it when we geﬁ a
to the d's. .
- For what they are worth I include a few of the more

T,

1nterest1ng oncers given as synonyms for potluck (see Llst #3):

clambak& dNewburgh NY), brlng-and-share (Columbus OH), gypsy tea
/(McConnplsv111e OH), pe ggergot (Charleston sc), and trlpplng meal

(Taft OK). In case you wonder what that is, it requires that

¢ [l

you. take a trip in order to get it.
. ~

\ -
Next I will show you an open question, the type that often

begins with what kinds of: "What kinds of birds...of fish...of

cures for colds...what joking names for broken-dowh cars do you
have around here?" For disfussion I have selected the open .

question "What names do you have around here for men's haircuts?”

. We collected 362 different answers to this question. If

anything dates our material, it's our list of haircuts. But f%G
perhaps our fieldworkers arrived in the nick of time, in those )

last days of peoplé's being more concerned with pu&t&nq hair .

than growing it. (See List #4.) Our most mentioned cuts were: Y -

crew (cut)....667, flat-top....360, butch....266, Beatle....166,

and pompadour....81. Crew(cut) turns up in evéry state;

is in all but six states, all small in population,

i

which form no pattern; so with butch. (One informant reported .

, | 1i i
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§

| butcﬁered ) The Beatles had madeﬁthemSel$es known for their ' .

halr style as well as their singing by 1965, when our first
I
- ‘ﬂntefvmmng—was~dene=—and—~the:Lr haan:cuts_made_lt ~to DARE'S SEEU . S

top"five*—*AIi states—reportedwﬁeat}e—cﬂtsvexcept—MEr-NHr—VTr—- P

- ————-.—e'

" MD, "KY, and NV. "Pompadour immedmately—strikes you-— asvold~~Lu:——~——i~wm—ﬂA

fashloned the haircut as well as the word. Pom\adour was . )

s glVﬁn as a response in most parts of the: coﬁntry except in an

’ ared east of the Rockies, from ND and WY to AZ and OK, and in .
a much smaller one including DC, DL, and VA. As you might expect,

J
the average age of the 1nformants suggesting Eomgadour ran. h1gh,

6 plus. For contrast I averaged those respondlng D. A. (duqk'
a%s)h it was 32 plus. 1In a random check I saw%ho pattern,ln“

s of those mentioning the Beatle cut, however.  Sorting .
3

answgrs byl age groups, educational groups, even Sex groups often

11ght oh our mater1a1 and helps in labeling our entries.

iﬂally reglonal word in this list is whlffle. Wlth

E the cxceptxon of one Dd informant the 13 informants aJL 11ved " {
ina very small area aropnd Boston MS. East Walpole, 20 or 25 ’\ |
miles awéy, is the soué%ern limit; Seabrook. just.over the NH \
linqi is nPrthérnmost, \Burr seems to be regional--in a much ,1 :

. \ "
laxger area than whiffles 4See Map #3.) Except for one in WA -
k and one 1n“CA the responses occur only in the central part of -
' the US, fram.wv to OK and TX, north to MN. One lnfonmant in

NC gave usﬁchustnu¥ burr. Other possible reg10nal1smsﬁﬁwe have ’
\‘ .

ctoo few éxAmples to pass judgment*—are plnuapple,cut (aouthcxn

! /
{NE), pig_ ﬁhavc (Lthe ﬁ.amplcs from Wa), bulldog- (UT qnd WY),

and Don Ea&__}(OH and PA) . ‘one informant identified- Don ‘Eagle

as a boxer!i
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~ Perhaps the most 1nterest1ng collection to come out of

u\"__

this questlon 1s our list of black halrcuts, the names supplled
either by black informants or. others who 1dent1f1ed them as
black terms. Afro and fro are generally known. We also found

.natural freedom, bush, sklnny, clean (also Mr. Clean), tape,

tage—ug, and Quo VadlS (Crovadls once). One set of answers

still puzzles ‘us; the three spelllngs of the mono-syllable
pronouncedi/kju/may belong together; more likely,,they.do not.
Our fielﬁ%orkers reported,/kju/ spelled with just’the capital

letter Q, c-n—e, and g-u~e-u—e. Queue (the pigtail word) is

really ‘African queue; it was glven us by a well-educated black

llbrarlan. The Q (letter Q) halrcut was supplled by ‘another
“black woman, who described it as a "very close haircutw-mlght
‘be a crew." . The informants who gave cue-ball and cue were

both white; one said that the cne-ball cut was for-a bald man.

This puzzle calls for. further 1nvestLgatlon. We also found

blend, scaldy-baldy, curly, edge-qg, feather—head, Johnson,

and lower-edge tut--all black. )

S
¥

. y .
The woman who said that the haircut might be a crew cut

put her finger on a problem that DARE editors face frequently.
o @

In addition to the many crew cuts we found seven examples of

crude cut and three of screw, both probably alterations of crew,

as Q may well be. One of our favorite misunderstandings occurred

1n this same questlon, one McHegan haircut in NH. An Irish

barber s spec1al halrcut7 ‘Pat McHegan perhaps? Probably not.

The first syllable (unstressed) mayiwell be pronounced /m3/.

>

- 41
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And haven't we all-red-inked that pagage (it rimes with baggage)

of cigarettes in a freshman'theme?“ng and k are difficult to

distinguish in American English. Cooper's novel is not The

Last of the McHegans. He spelled the word Mohicans, and so did

N

¥

five of our other informants.

I have listed for yéu on the handout some of the many
names for haircuts od&urring in our Q'airs. (See List #5:.)
My classifications give some idea of the variety of sources
fér names of haircuts. They are interesting but hgrdly of

linguistic significance.

Finallf I will show you some of the material gathered for

. -

a type of gquestion for which we get a 1ongef answer: "Wﬁat
joking expgessibns do you have around here to warn a woman slyly
that her slip is showing?" "what joking expressions do you have

around here about a wife who gives the orders and a husband who

-

takes them from her?" Most of our answers are cliches, but even

cliches are interesting to DARE when. they proliferate other

-

expressions. I have selected the midslle part of a three-part

question, part b, about worthless people. The informant was

‘asked to fill in the blank in "He doesn't amount to ---- .
In the third part of the Question, c, from which I have taken

some material too, he completéd the expression, "He isn't worth

----." Imr a the informant was asked to give names for worthless

people. (See List #6.)
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+  Our most frequent answers were: hill of beans....547,

row of Egns....168 much....81, anzth1ng....64; damn....42,

and tinker's damn....38. Having discarded much and anything as

being of no regional significance, I have added the sixth to

this list. By far the most common is hill of beans, given in

. every state but HA and ID. It is hardly regional' nor is row
of pins but there are elghteen states where it doesn’ t show up.. »

(See Map #4.) It occurs chiefly in the East and North. Exceptions

are: one example in NM, one in TX, and one is Lassen County,

.
T

northern CA.

-

An interesting feature of this question is the number of

variants--proliferations, if you will--of standard expressions--
. pressi,

“~

for instance, hill of beans. .Like many expreesiQns in our

-

data hill of beans is expanded, rather effectively I think, in o -n:

hill of beans in June and hill of beans after a frost. There

. are, by the way, two examples of hill of bean, in which bean

is apparently thought of as a mass word, like wood in stack of
wood. We find other containers and "measures" for the beans:

bucket of beans, handful -of beans, pile of beans, bowl of beans,

~and strangely enough, a string of beans--suggested perhaps by

_string beans _.and/or._ str1ng of beads. This last type-of

proliferation is sometlmes referred to as a “contamlnatlon"

from similar phrases. We have row of beans. Is this used by

those who plant beans in rows? Or has it been "contaminated" by

- ¥

row of pins? In still other answers the hill remains, but it

becomes a hill of corn, hill of peas, and even a hill of grass.




Anyone who works on the DARP data--or shops for legumes in
both the North and the South--knows that the distinction between
E and beans is in the eye of the beholder~~or perhaps in hlS

b1rthp1ace.v W3 equates cow Eeas w1th black-eyed beans, chick

peas with chestnut beans.” We find in our data hill of peas,

of course, and pot of peas. 'Perhaps row of peanuts is an

offshoot (linguisticallf speaking) or row of peas, reinforced

by the well known expression not worthipeanuts, given as a

response in part ¢ by three informants.

The second most common answer, row of pins, may not be

clear to a generation who have bought their pins in little _plastic

- boxes. Formerly a seamstress bought a paper of pins, a long

strip of paper about six inches wide with plns neatly stuck in

rows across it. The strip was folded oOr rolled into a little
packet when sold and when not in use. The image then, is of ’

one of the many rows of pins. Expressidns continue, of course,
;

- < =~ . . ) 4
long after they produce their original image in the minds of
“ -
the speakers. 1 see a row of plns in‘a paper, but I would wager

#
that  few home economics students: today see the same 1mage.

They may not even hear the word’as rcw. "Roll of plns, of
whi¢h we have two examples, ‘may be a case in point, with roll +

for row; or it may refer to the: rolled-up -paper-of pins, The

@

MS informant who said paper pins probably had no image in mind; -

- she was just repeeting words. Or perhaps her enunciation was

not up to Speech 101 standards, and the fleldworker heard no ¢

AN

of. Another 1nformant from MP had a kindyof image in mind, but.

o

not the right ong; she responded pack of needles. ﬁ »
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For years there have been people alleged not to amount to
~
a tinker's damn, d-a-m-n, or perhaps a tinker's d-a-m--a pun

Ed

‘that was better understood in the days of John Bunyan, that son

L3

of a tinker who was a great blasphemer before he saw the light.

Tinkers had a repdtation'for damning things and people to hell}

. "\ # J . » |

" and tinkers used small -dams of dough @r mud when they'patchedu
y . b

holes in pots and pans. WEQ says that d-a-m-n, off which we hav%
.38 -examples, was the o;iginal;uthat%g:gzg, of which, we have oﬁiy E
eight, is folk etymology. Tinkers were very low in England'sf
soc}al scale, the ternm tinker being a synonym for gypsy and 5.

vagrant. ' It is ‘not surprising to find good people changing

"tinker's damn to tinker's darn. We also have a fiddler's damn

A . .
from NJ and a fiddler's darn from IN. Fiddlers are known as.
vagra;ts but not great cursers, I believe. Perhaps a person who

is not familiar witit the word tinker repeats the phrase using . |

‘@ more familiar -word, fiddler. Wetalso have a fiddler'S'ﬁoop, l .

perhapsAwhooE; from IA and, strangely, a fiddle of sticks from

Ms, every bit as clear as the string of beans. And from PA

(four examples) and IL and MP. (one exaﬁple” ach) we have as

answers_to part ¢, "He isn't worth a pewter damn."
. . ! . ' B
Money answers are too numerous to consider here. I've thrown

- b and g3%09gther to give you a good idea of the monetary value of

worthless people. Some responses assign worth by*money value, ‘some
P g9 R Yy money

by ctins. People are not worth: one cent, two cents, three cents,

five cents, ten cents, two bits, fifty cents (Maine sets the highest

"valtie on worthlessness); also penny, nickel, dime, quarter. We

- Q‘:é;
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~damn, not in the DA but in W3.

A

-
]
4o~

have mutilated and/or worthless doins: plugged cent, pluéged nickel

: ‘ . X .
penny with a hole in it, wooden mhckel,‘counterfeit nickel, pewter

quarter. We also have red cent, red penny, copper-cent, copper

nickel, and tin nickel. Some of the money is foreign and/or obsolete:

sou} tuppence, farthing, cayune, and continental--also continental
11;,?_1__

—

-

Contributing to the confusion in this question are the facts
that hollow and holler are pronounced the same by many people and

that ;ﬁ and and in unstressed positions are both pronounced /an /.

-

You have/ﬁhdodbtedly ma;ked once and a while on student papers.

It even appears in print sometimes. .
;In this group (and I am again drawing from b and ¢) there are

expressions that have to do with:hoots and hoops and whoops and

\
LY

hollers and hollows... plus reasonable (and nnreasonable Variants)

thereof. (In this analysis I have made no attempt. to make a ’

i)

distinction between w-h-o-o-p and h-o~ o-p.) - Hoot and (W)hoop are

so alike in both meaning and pronunciation that they seem to be
+

used interchangeably in the expression. But hoot here seems also

to have another origin. You will find hoot, also hooter, in W3

‘defined as "a bit, a trifle, a whit--used chiefly in negative

consts. It is also in the OED Suppl. and the DA. Bartlett in
1859 made the very dubious suggestion that hooter is a corruption

of &gta,‘ (See Map #5.) When placed on a map our hoots vs. our
(w)hoops show no real regional pattern. A question in another part’
o¥ our Q'air for which informants were asked to*fill in the blank

in “The river is just a --- from the house" gave us 30 responses
algggtvidentical with these --24 combinations with hggg:)51x with
hoop. Thejuocirrred in the same general pattern. The chief interest

in this map 1igs in the area of the West where, for some reason,

13

+
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there are no exaﬁples of either. List #8 i%;aucolleétion of the

“various hoot ard (w)hoop responses.
*

There are other séts of anéwers:, the pinches--of snuff,

of salt, of manure, of shit; the weights~-~his &eight-ip dirt,;

in feathers, in potatoes, in salt. Andvthere is a great
assortment (not apparently regional) in‘gfof powder answers:

he isn't wofth the powder (or shot) (or lead) to shoot (or kild)
: shot Al el

him--or preferably, to blow him up. If you blow him up, you can

blow him to kingdom come, sky high, across the river, apart, to

hell (and back), over the fence, or just away. (See List #9.)

The miscellaneous answers, some ancers, are numerous, many

of them not for one's Sunday School vocabulary: cold potato,

bug dust, herring head, notch on a stick, tits on a boar pig,

'salt, that goes in his grits, belch in a windstorm, cowcake,

dirt under my toenail, gill of jaybird gravy, and hell room

in Georgia. . !

My last worthless expression is one I often heard my"~
- grandmother use -years ago. It'has all the eﬁrmarks of a good
regionalism, and our fieldworkeré reporﬁed i€¥from gnly one sectiqp,
the very area where m& grandmother, born in 1%53, qrew up. I
have heard her berate both people and things with "Not worth a
Hannah Cook!"

.This expression was reported from four places: three”
northern MS communities and one southern NH community. What

‘

I take to be a variant of the original, perpetrated by an

informant in Chatham MS no more familiér with HannahkCook than

A
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I am, gave us Hanna's cooked pies. So far we have been unable

*

to identify Hannah. Nor do we expect her descenflants to rise

up and claim her. ) s

~ The variety of challenges meﬁtioned here is typical of DARE's

4

wealth of materjial, plenty for us and plenty for future scholars

_ interested in American English. This paper was based upon just

three questions. There are 1844 more where these came from‘
And there are the tapeS\de the Main File. Can anyone wonder
. ¢ ’

that we at DARE are a little inclined to gloat over our

riches?
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Handout fo¥ Cl4 Reseamrch in American Dialects

NCTE,” San Diego, 28 November 1975,
of

Margaret Waterman, DARE, U. of Wisconsin-Madison

~ .
List #1: Responses .to H70 (252), potluck

1. potluck, A supper, etc. ‘ 459
2. covered dish, .~ supper, etc. - : 425
3. picnic , P 60
4. .’ tureen, «~ supper, etc. (ﬁf“ 25
5. carry-in, v supper, etc. - 23

List $2: Synonyms for potluck .

DISHES: tureen dinner, casserole dinner, (covered) dish
to pass, deep—dish supper .

VARIETY: hodgepodge, jumble, salamagundy (sic)
tasters' luncheon, smorgasbord, Dutch meal

TOGETHERNESS: co-op dinner, 00*operatiﬁé dinner,
. get together; git-together Teed, fellowship meal,
friendship dinner, club dinner ’

‘List #3: Selected oncers, H70 (252)

clambake, Newburdgh, New York ° . \
bring-and-share, Columbus; Ohio
sy tea, McConnelsville, Ohio .
" pepperpot, Charleston, uth Carolina
tripping meal, 3?ft;“ok”ahoma

v

List-#4: Responses to X5 (799), haircuté

1. crew cut 667
2, flat top ) 360
3. Dbutch . 266
4. Deatle . 166

5. pompadour , 81,




.PROFESSIONS: banker's, business, bﬁéiness man's, executive,

. . .
. +
Y
e

List $5: Various sources of names for haircuts, X5 (799)

‘PLACES: Cambridge, Detroit, Hollywood, Long Branch, New Yorker

N

musician's, page, professional, schoolboy

o~

CHARACTERS D PERSONALITIES: Balboa, Buster Brown, Caesar
(also Julius Scissor), John Gilbert, John Kennedy,
John-John, Kennedy cut, Nero, Tim Leary, Teddy Bear
(MD...3, PA...4, LA..fl and NY...1), Van Dyke

COLLEGIATE: college, Harvard, ivy, ivy leaguarJoe College,
s Princeton

SERVICE: army, G I., marlne, military, navy , o

INDIAN: gpache, Cherokee, Indian cut, Iroguois, Mohawk‘
Mohican, tomahawk . e’
¢
NATIONALITY: Dutch, Dutch clip, Engllsh, German, helnle, o
Kaiser, Kraut, Zeeland =

-

L

x ) .
List #6: Responses to HH20 b (1243), "He doesn"t amount to ———"

1
i

1. hill of beans . 547 |
2. row of pins ‘ . : ; 168 o \
3. much 81 ) ‘
4. anythin S ‘ - 64 V ¢
5. daam o - ] : 42
6. tinker's damn - ~ 38 )
List $#7: Money terms, HH20 b and c (1243 and 1244), .
' "He doesn't amount to ----"; "He isn't worth ----."

one cent penny : plugged cent
two cents nickel plugged nickel
three cents . * _  dime : penny with a hole in 1t
four cents quarter wooden nickel
ten cents V L ) counterfeit nickel
two bits ) - pewter quarter
fifty cents

red cent sou

red penny ' tuEEence

copper cent farthin

copper nickel icayune

tin nickel continental (also continental

damn)
\

22
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List #8:-:Hoot/(w)hoqg_responses to HH20 b and c (1243 and 1244)

hoot and hollexr hoop in hell
hoot and a holler , hoop in Halifax
hoot or a holler . . ¢ hoop and holler*
hoot In a holler hoop and a holler*
hoot in a hollow hoop and a hop* ~
hoot in a hailstorm " whoo ' -
hoot in hell ' {w)hoop and a holler*
two hoots in a hollow two whoops 1in Hades
.two hoots in Halifax . two hoops and a holler*
two hoogs in hell . two hoops in hell

- . . xaw hoot

‘j g . . - ’ -
*Supplied from MM24 (1496), “The river is just a ==-=-= from
¢he house." There were 21 instances of (w)hoop and a holler

List $#9: Various responses to HH20 b and c (1243 and 1244)

pinch of: manure, salt, shit, snuff
his weight in: dirt, feathers, potatoes, salt

belch in a windstorm hell room in Georgia -
) bug dust herring head
cold potato . notch on a stick
- cow_cake ) salt that goes in his grits*
dirt under my toenail ~ tits on a boar pig

gill of jaybird gravy

*Many examples of salt in his bread, also variations:théreofl

+,
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