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ABSTRACT )

) Co This paper describes +the valye of the cloze pftoc&dure
for teaching language and composition, classroom diagnosis of
1am?u§ge difficulties, and research into *he process of composition.
Any' aspect of language structure, including word order, form class
words, connectives, inflectional endings, and function words, could °
be taught through use of the cloze. Cloze *ests could be consiructed
as diagnostic instruments by first observing the student and then
examining his or her writing. Finally, *he cloze procedure is a
technigus which may lend itself to an investigation of the~
cemposition process. (LL)

% & 3 o kok %k 3k o ok ok % kK %k kK kK kK *******************************A}*****************

* Documen*s acquired by BRIC include many, informal unpublished

* materials not available from other sources. ERIC makes every =ffort
* to obtain the best copy available, Nevertheless, items of marginal
* reproducibili+y are often encountered and thils affects the guality
¥ of the microfiche and hardcopy reproductiong BRIC makes available

* yia the ERTC Document Reproduction Service (3%DRS}. EDRS is not

* responsible for the gquality of the original document. Reproductions
*
*

supplied by EDRS dre the best that can be made from the original.
e e e b bt e bt

'R R R R RS

4




. ’

Beth Breneman ' ( :
California State Dept. of Education pq U.S DEPARTRMENTOF HEALTHS

EDUCATION § WELFABE

‘ R 7 1 capitol Mall.* * - NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF
} S cramento, CA 95814 . . \ EDUCATION
] ’ w THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRO-
Wea THE PERSON OR DROANIZATION DRIGIN.
1 o\ . / . . ;:;';g (R} POiN;S QF \:élEv;’ ORYOPINIPONES ’
| ’ SENT 032‘%:3 n."ys'guii z:sLnr‘?:iE‘::w.
~O REACTION: THE CLOZE AND THE COMPOSITION PROCESS ~ EOUCATION POSITION OR PouicY
L~ L )
i T T - PERAU RGN 1O REFSODCE. YRS TOPY
r—— . _ i A .ﬂ‘"b MATERNAL SRS BEEN GRANTED 8Y ——— e
D mwa Eh’:‘D‘- T T - mamneman —————— .
L ¥ & E I ﬁalifomia_Degamment_m‘HRC_ation o grw aan vxfw_;vms.ooguv-mo
. . . AOER AGREEMERTS Vi 721 THE NATIONAL Th-
* SUTYTE OF EDUCATION FURTHER REPRO
DTN OUTSDE THE ERL SYSTEM RE-
o RES PERMISSTA OF  TeE COPYRGMY
DMNER
In the last two days we have heard many valuable ideas about examining,
- measur:l.ng and investigating both the composition product aand process. However,
there is one gap I dould like to fill in by discussing the potentlal of a ) ™
procedure which has not traditionally been linked with composition. I am
-re;e‘fring here to the Cloze :Procedure, which most of you are protably familiar
with as a technique for measuring reading compreh?nsion and readability, as is '
. ‘ ’ . - =0 " -
illustrated below. e T
\ ‘A Cloze test is constructed mechanically. The first afd last
. are left in tact. * - nth word is deleted - replaced with =
. o ) . )
blank. - task is to fill the blanks. Cloze tests have
A EE— . _—

.Students who are able to fill in only bi% or fewer blanks out of fﬁ(e f:l.fty- ;

traditionally beea used to measure various aspects of readability and reading

comprehension. - . ’ ' ¢

- Therefore, a Cloze test involves mechanically replacing every n } Aiord=——

(usually every fifth for, f1ct10n and every tenth for nOn...lct:.on) w-!ch a blank. \

word paragraphs are probably reading the material at frustration lev%l. Thus, ',

I

the Cloze procedure is an efficieht technique for simultaneously meas' }gg - .

the reading ‘comprehension and readability level of eny written maﬁgr;%‘ for

7

any given group of students.
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= l) its- potentlal for ieachzng,language "and composition, R

v ’
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’ Bowever, today I would like toldiscuss the Cloze procgqgggiti:';v

its potential for composition, and by this I mean: .

& Y

,//’2) 1ts potentlal for classroom d1agnos1s of language dlfflcultles and

- , 3) its potential for research 1nto the process of comnosltlon.

’

Such adaptatlon of the Cloze into the composition domain, however, would imply

a flexible deletion system rather than the mechanical every-nﬁh—word deletlon

3

system described above.

" 1) Teaching Language and Composition. ’ T o
: : D

Any aspect of language structure including word order, form class words,‘

connectives, inflectional endings and functaon words, could be taught through

use of the Cloze. For example, supposing a teacher decided it would be easier -

v’
4 »

to.teach composition if his students kmew.the terms ''verb" and "nougb. A..
Cloze test could be constructed ueleting all offa given set of form class
words. As the students completed the exercise, they could be stlmulated to.
¢ , discover the cues in the surface structure.of language for recognizing the
o~ given set of form class words. Such discovery learnlng mlgh; be a lesson in’
the scientific method and 1nduct1ve reasonlhg as well as in language structure.
Or supposing a teacher decided that his students needed practice in using
more vivid and interesting actlon verbs or more specific image-evoking nouns;
'All the action verbs or céhcrete nouns in a passage could be dele?ed and the
student gi;en sufficient practice improving his skill with such.word choices.

With flexible applications of the Cloze procedure one could zero in on any

language element of concern. And this includes imaginative language elements;
H .
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for example, one could delete metaphors and similes from a passage or pecem

and let students dream up their own. : . o, N

' - students to f111 in a generalization reached by considering the stated facts.

The reverse process of deduction could be taught as well by beginning a
/

paragraph with a generalization and asking students to f£il] in several blanks

P
with details or facts derived jrom the generalization.

/
Some advantages for utilizing the Clozéwprocedure i# teaching quickly

5 ! . .

emerge: ’ :
( a) It allows.for the integration of language arts instrucfionbsince
. N . N r

reading, writing and language are all rolled int¢ one when this

. ' ) R Y
*
%) Passages upon which to base a Cloze exercise could be taken from

method is used.

> s

3 student writing, a practice which would probably increase student

involvement. This might provide a novelEahég}ess painful approach

to revision as it allows instruction to focus on one Jlanguage element

at a time.

)

cjf Bgcause Cloze tegks‘are easily constructed, it would bé fairly simple
to devélop a seqﬁential series of Cloze exercises for indiviéualized
langﬁage instruction. 0455;1

d) The technique could be used for anj.grade or ability level.

e) It allows an instructor to provide any varylng degree of structure

' demanded by a student for any given wrlting 81tuat10n.
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2) Classroom Diagnosis of Language Difficulties.

«

‘a A teacher can examine the kinds of errors made by a student on different

kinds of Cloze tests. frrors-should be checked for logical, syntatic and

3

-semantic-consistency. If the : student has made bad guesses-then 1t's 1mportant

e

to find‘Put why. ) ot /
Perhaps he latks a command of such transitional:elements as conjunction
usage and pronoun reference s2~vital to both rhetoric and between;sentence
comprehensionf. Perhaps he lacks sufficient awareness of the relationships
between within-sentence elements which are s1gnalled by word order, functlon
wordsx and inflectional endings. Or the problem might be semantlc rather than
syntactic suggesting\that a student would best profit from vocabulary enrichment.

or assistance in tapping the passive vocabulary he does possess.

A teacher would be limited only by his own ingenuity in the task of

constructlng diagnostic Cloze tests. Careful observation of the student and

examination of his writing should precede the construction of a Cloze dlagnostlc

instryment. Sources of difficulty should thernt be systematically eliminated one

4
at'a time. Faor example, Cloze tests can be constructed on a hierarchj of passages

[}

whigh decrease in semantic and syntactic difficulty. Furthermore, the reading

»

‘ component can always be e%gmlnated by transforming -a Cloze exercise into a

”

-

[ 4

listening test. ‘ f

v

2o
3) ResearchlngAthe Composition Process, -

It seems from an 1ntu1t1ve basis at least, that the Cloze procedure is a

technique which would better lend itself to an investigation of the composition

’

process than of the product. Therefore, the most fruitful preliminary research

r
might be that which utilizes an intensive, in-depth small-n approach. The

N

creative researcher could then capltallze on the potentlal of the Cloze for

l
’

gleaning insights from the 1ntrospectlon of the sub3ect. Hopefully such efforts -
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{ . mlght to a number of s:.gruf:.cant research hypotheses wh1ch could then be
| .
tested on a 1arger scale.
h¢
—%n—eemlusmn,4t_ms_cleax_that.i:he_iull_patentm.oiiha Claze procedure as
’ ~ — a tool fcrﬁ:ag-nosmg, teaching and- mves%zgatmg eomposztzon has act’ even begun
EAPR
to be tapped. I invite you to exper:unent -to ge beyond my -thogghts -éni dejemne )
“ N ‘n".. v ” .
11’ this technique can answer any of your x;eeda< : -\Nr.‘e, - ’_" i
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