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ABSTRACT - - o o
- This guige'addresses itself to elementary school

. tgachérs who may have Vietnamese-and/or.Cambodian children in their

classes. The guide gives pointers on how to establish and maintain '
communication with the children and emphasizes the important role the
teacher willr play in the children's happiness and success in this '
country. The following suggestions are made: ¢1) use 'the services of
a Vietnamesé-speaking teacher or teacher aide, if one is present ‘in

the school; (2) use peer group instruction in the child's language

wherever possfible; (3) both English-speaking t®machers and students in

, class would do well to learn a little Vietnameseor Cambodian; (4)

use simple and basic English in talking vith the child; and (5) teach
him English as a second languyage as efficiently and as rapidly as
possible. An annotated bibliography follows the text. (Author/TL).
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ELEMENTARY EDUGATION ssnms- 'On .Keeping Lines of Communication with
‘ Indgchinesé‘Children Oggn ‘

In late Spring of 1975 some 120 000 Vietnamese and some 4, 000 Cambodians
.. came. to the United States.seeking refuge.'-Following a period of time rsng-
. ing from a few days to several months in a temporary resettlemént camp, by .

= August some 70 000 had accepted the sponsorship of an American community.

ED116482

- The refugee children’ have become a part of our schools this fall.

'u,.\'; '_ ' Elementary teachers in communities sponsoring refugees will have a sig- .
| nificant role in the ‘education of the younger Vietnmn*ae children. The
teacher will be one of the first friends the Vietnamese child will have,
Vietnamese children already holdarheir unknown teacher in high esteem -=

\v' M 1 is part of the Vietnamese culture to value the teacher. only slightly

oo . less than one's parents. The type of response made by the “Améfican
- E _R-q,, elementary teacher to this respect will largely determine how happy and

successful the child will be in his'new country. E‘"'

o

line of reSponsibility to the Vietnamese children. entdring tﬁeir class- \ﬂ'\ :

\ . ‘ . )
fi; \ fﬂ . Elementary teachers in this country will know very weil that their first ‘”1_ﬁ
1

.rooms is to make them feel as welcome, as comfortable, and as successful
1 as possible from the first moment they are “there. - Th% -following sugges-
P tions may be. helpful to-you in working with Indochinede youngsters.

l

- — - ~ : z

o

|
‘\\”i C | Keep lines of communication open between teacth and student.
"'2"‘_—_""“""’—"*f—'2g‘—“"""““?"‘*"*f“'<

' Tf// - 7‘ — — j; p— _ i' ' , f.,,m;“_.-_;

Use the services of a Viet mese-s akin teacher or teecher aide,

1.
\ .  'if ome is present in the schoél. To know that there is someone
|
|
1

, nearby who can respond to the child in his own lan ge cen be a
s .’benefit well-justifying the expenae. The bilingua stsff member-

T ' . ,' 3 .
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~ the child is learning English.

and peers' understanding of ~and pat1ence with the Indochinese child

 and other courtesy phrases, and names ©Of-objects and 1deas important

"given by teachers to ch11dren mlght’well be learned 1n»Vietnamese.

" for the Vietnamese child. ' : . - T

« item whcn talking to a student w1th fimited command of English.

-2 I N &

is?good insurance ‘that the child and the school can communicate while B

e

“

-Use peer group instruction in the child's lahpuage wherever p0831b1e.

In some circumstances’ s%pools will be rece1vin° a number of Viet- i. .
namese children of the same age, some of whom may demonstrate signi- ‘
ficant bilingual ability. The Vietnamese child who is bilingual can

be useful. The use oE'his talents will do much for his self-esteem

and sense of success.

3
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Both English-speaking-teachersvand student’s in class would do well s

to learn a little Vietnamese or'Cambodian. &ne child's‘wiilingnessé

to make a real effort to learn English will be enhanced if he sees,
his téacher and other students interested in and willing to learn.a
few words of hiS"languagel‘ Going through the process of 1earning a

foreign language, even a small part of 1t will 1ncrease teachers'

in his*first weeks in an English-speaking school. .Engllsh speakers

will be most 1nterested in learning, for example, V1etnamese greetrngs )

W

to both teacher and child. TFurther, basic directions and: iuformation —

More 1mportant than what or how much V1etnamese the teacher is willing

to lekrn 1s the w1111ngness of the Americanateacher to extend*him/herselfﬁ

Y

Use simple and basic English‘in talking with the child."»Teachers can
assist the Vietnamese child who has learned a small amount of English

by keeping her own statements to the child simple and basic and, as

s possible, consistent with the English the child has mastered.
Teachqrs should avoid as much as, possible using slang, figurative

langua ong and complex sentences, and a var1ety of words for omne

Teach him Engllsh as .a second 1anggage as efficiently and as rapidLy

Eosslble. Teaching English to students as & second o

foreign 1ang-

%
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uage i5 a complex teach1ng skill optlmally performed by a trained-
specialist. Because some schools do mot have such a specialist on-

the1r staffs, it will be necessary for regular classroom teachers to

"carry responsibilitx for teaching Engllsh as a second language:.

The National Indochinese Ciearinghouse has a forthcoming bulletin
describing ip-service education and. special resources to help teachers
develop some of thé skills utilized by English as a Se’ond Language
(ESL) specialists.

o

Teachers who: are ass1gned the resuons1bfllty Qf tebchlng English to
non-English- peaking Vietnamese chlldfen should plan to follow rhese

suggested procedures. C o - ‘

“

"

® Seek help. A telephone call to the Indcchinese Clearlnghouse

 will result in recommended materials and consultatlve help.
L] Assume - very Wisely -- that a, staff member who can effec-
I

‘t1ve1y>teaca Engllsh as a second 1anguage W111 be a valuable

(even necessary) resource for many American ch11dren as well

s

' as the V1etname§e. Use theﬁneed in_this occasion to broaden

- your school's profess1ona1 competenc1es.\

. . 1 .
; ’ "’ Pt é
® Do a;careful survey of one or t&o basic reference materials

on-teachinggEnglish as a second 1anguage.

| ‘, |
® Investlgate the poss1b111ty of getting the é‘*v‘”és*afwan“”'»z'

}

classroom teachers to conduct o

e i
teacheﬁ edudatlon, construct curriculum, select sound material.
; . |
;

ESL® 5pec1a11st to work w1th

. ‘Cohsult%withAmembers of the bilingual education staff who havé,

faced many ‘of the same situations with chlldren in the1r pro-:
grams. Though their program will necessarily have to be:

. adapted for the special needs of Vietnamese‘chtldren, ‘their N

understandings and background can be very helpful. ¢

. i )
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Diversity in American Eddcation. Engiéwood Cliffs, N.J.:
Prentice-Hall, 1972. : .

This anthology of essays contains among its sections:. The

.. Problem, which is concerned with the teaching of linguistically and

Finocchiaro, Méry, English as a Secohd Language: TFrom Theory to

culturally di¥ferent students; Cultures in Education, emphas®zing
the importance of ,the educator in helping children of all babﬁgrounds
_through a better understanding of those various cultures; Language,
‘which presents basic information concerning language acquisition,
grammar, compé.énce and performance, dialects, and the history of “the
English language; Sociolinguistics, dealing with the role of language.
in social.ingeraction and with the effects .of bilingualism and multi-
lingualism. . o - . : ’

?

-“.Practice, New York: Regents, 1974. - $3.25. Paperback.

e .

Newly-revised pragtidal guide to curriculum planning, lesson
planning, adaptation of materials and language testing. Discusses
specific techniques for teaching pronunciation, grammar, reading and
writing. Appendix contains useful.definitions, an extensive biblio-
graphy. ST R |
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 ~qung Thanh Binhﬂi A Handbook for.Teachefs‘of Vietﬁhmeée Students?®

’ Hints for Dealing with Cultura} Differences in Schools.
Arlington, Va.: Center for Applied Linguistics, 1975.

‘ _Brief description of cultural problems likely to be faced
by Viethamese children ¢ntering American schools, and suggestions
for teachers about dealing with these problems. o
Nguyen Hy Quang. English-Vietnamese Phrasebook with Useful Word
. List (for Vietnamese. Speakers). Arlington, Va.: Center for
< Applied Linguistics, 1975. . . :

»

~Duong Thanh-Binh andAWilliam—Gage1——__Vietnamesezggg;;sh;£h#aseboek
-+ “with Useful Word List (for English Speakers). Arlington,'Xg.:
Center for Applied Linguistics, 1975.° '

zf.ﬁ 7 'Phrasebqoks”designed to get both Americans and Vietnamese

through initial stages of contact.. Accompanying tapes are available
for both books. The Vietnamese-English Phrasebook has a pronuncia-

tion guide to did the American in speaking Vietnamese.

- Robson,, Barbara and Kent Sutherland. "A Selected Annotated Biblio-
N - graphy for Teaching English to Speakers of Vietnamese.
Arlington, Va.: Center for Applied Linguistics, 1975.

A 300-item bibliography covering basic texts, audiovisual
aids, literacy materials, testing materials, cross~cultural ref- .
erences, ete., for both children and adults.
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6. Saviiie,‘Muriel and Rudolph C.\Troikééf A»Hah&bbdk of Bilingual
‘ Education. Washington, D.C.: _TESOL,-1971’ .

k)
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Addressed to teachers and administrators, this handbook
- is a practical guide for those working in bilingual programs. The
authors.review the history and fundamental cénsiderations of bi- .o
lingual education and consider the linguistic, pgyghoiogiea;, socio-
cultural, and pedagogical problgms inyélveap“ Eachescetion contains
a good bibliography. . .-— . . - T T
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7. Saville-Troike, Muriel. "Teaching Eﬁglishfas’a Second Culture". In

Crymes, Ruth and W.E. Norris, eds., On TESOL 74., Washington,
D.C.: - Teachers of English,tp Speakers of Other Languages, -

:

1975. . L

g . - . . -
Discussion of the ‘probléms éncouwmtered by’Childbkn from one *
culture being taught in the education.system of another.?! Points
- out areas in which the“geacher’unwiﬁtipgly places the child in -
conflict between his home and his schodl, and suggests'guidelineé'wi
for better communication and understanding between the teacher, the
.child and his parents. -« . = \\ : - ‘ .

=

<

8. Stevick; Earl W. Helping People learn English. New York: Abingdon.’
" = Press, 1957.. . = oo . .

, This is a small, downito>ﬁarth, sane, -sensible book which is
" expressly designed to acquaint thé\nqq-experienced_nagive speaker. |
of English with the ins and outs of\ﬁ&éching“Englishcab a second -
language. It gives general guidelines on~tea@hing.ﬁronunciationr”“ﬁW“
and an easy-to-understand introduction to theé mechanics of pronun- ~
ciation. The sections dn'tgachiqg grammar are egually good..
. - ) T 2 :
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5. Robson,, Barbara and Kent Sutherland. A Selected Annotated Biblio-

I

\‘-,\,_._ o . - A
Diversity in American Education. Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: , .
Prentice -Hall, 1972. S

This anthology of essays contains among its sections:. The

. Problem, which is concerned with the teaching of lirguistically and
culturally di¥ferent students; Cultures im Education, emphasfzing ° .
the importance of ,the educator in helping children of all backgrounds '
through a better understanding of those various cultures; Language,
-which presents basic infoxmation concerning 1anguage acquisition,
grammar, compé_énce and performance, dialects, and the history of “the
English language; Sociolinguistics, dealing with the role of language
in social.interaction and with the effects of bilingualism and multi-
1ingua1ism. s . .
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2. -Finocchlaro Mary, English as a Second Language: From Theory to
’ Practice 'New York: K Regents,. 1974. -§3.25, Paﬁerback

>

Newly“rev1sed practical guide to curriculum planning, lesson
planning, adaptation of materials and language testing. Discusses
specific techniques for teaching pronunc1ation, grammar, reading and

. writing. Appendix contains useful.definitions, an extensive biblio-

& graphy. ; = -
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3. Duong Thanh Binh. A Handbook for Teachers of Vietnamese Stuydents:'
. ' Hints for Dealing with Cultural Differences in Schools.

- Arlington, Va.: Center for Applied Linguistics, 1975.

.Brief description of cultural problems likely to be faced
by Vietnamese children ntering American schools, and Suggestions
for teachers about dealing with these problems A . ’f
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4. _ Nguyen Hy Quang English-Vietnamese Phrasebook with Useful “Word o ]
. . List (for Vietnamese. Speakers). Arlington, Va.: Center for ]
< °  Applied Linguistics, 1975. . -

Duong Thanh Binh and Williaw Gage~ Hietnamese~English;Phrasebeok-sv-3~—~—————
s ‘with Usefu’l Word List (for English Speakers) Arlington, XE"
+ Center for Applied Linguistics, 1975 )

‘e -7 Phrasebooks designed to get both Americans and Vietnamese
through initial stages of contact.. Accompanying tapes are available
for both books. The Vietnamese-English Phrasebook has a pronuncia- l
:
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tion guide to did the American in speaking Vietnamese.

eraphy for Teaching English to Speakers of Vietnamese.
Arlington, Va.: Center for Applied Linguistics, 1975.

A 300-item bibliography covering basic texts, audiovisual
aids, literacy materials, testing materials, cross-cultural ref-
erences, ete., for both children and adults.
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6. Saville, Muriel and Rudolph C. Troikey A Handbogk of Bilingual
‘ Education. Washington, D.C.: TESOL, -1971 )
A

Addressed to teachers andkadministrato\s, this handbook
is a practical guide for those working in bilin hql,prqgramsd

. s
authors.review the history and fundamentgl considérations- of bi-

The
lingual education and consider the 1inguisfrq, psychological, socio-
cultural, and pedagogical problgms inyolyeﬁ:' Each
a good bibliography. — . :
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“children from one
culture being taught in the education.system 6f another.f. Points
out areas in which the teacher ‘unwittipgly places the child in:+ °
conflict between his home and his school, and suggests guidelines -
for better communication and understanding between the teacher,the
'child and his parents. - - 3 '
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8. Stevick, Earl W. Helping Pgople‘Learn Enéiish.

Press, 1957.-
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New York: Abingdon,
- —~This is a small, down-to-earth, sane, sensible book which is
expressly designed to acquaint the nqg-experigncedwnative speaker
of English with the ins and outs o%\Fé&ching”English;ab a second
language. It gives general guidelihes on teaghing pronunciations
and an easy-to-understand introduction to the mechanics of pronun-
ciation. The sections on’teaching grammar are egually good..
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