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This survey was conducted for the Conference

,Ori "Education for Newspaper Journalists
in-the Seventies and Beyond," sponsored
by the American Newspaper Publishers Associatioh,
Foundation in cooperation with the Association
for Education in Journalism, to' bp held
at Reston, Virginia, Octobers31 - November 2,
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Among the propositions to be diScussed at this conference are six

suggesting that certain specific kinds of courses shouldibe included in

the journalism curriculum. Consequently, this survey was conducted to . z

s' determine the extent of such offerings in the accrediteOnd largest

unaccredited journalism programs in the-United States.
.

In May of 1973, a questionnaire was sent to the administrative heads

of the 61 schools and departments which were accredited Iby-the American

Council on Education for Journalism for the 1972=73 academic year. The

`questionnaire was also_sent*to the
adminiStrative headstof the 10 unac-

credited schools and departments which had the largest enrollments of

journalism majors as .reported in the Journalism Educator of January,

1971.
Two mailings and sometelephone calls produced responses from 52

(85%) of the accredited programs and nine (90%)"of the 10- largest un-

accredited programs. The response rate for;the two groUps combined is

86%. Since no meaningful differences betWleen the two groups were ob-

served, the data were pooled for the analysis that follOws.

BecauSe responses were obtained from.almost all members of the uni-

verse as defined for this study (all accredited journalism programs and

the 10 largest unaccredited Ones), the data are subject to very little'

{sampling error, The findings cannot necessarily be app ied, however, to

smaller unaccredited. journalism programs.

Non-Verbal Communication
o

Proposition 2 holds /that journalism schools should offer a course

in non-verbal communication. Although 27 respondeneti Said thein schpols

offer such a course, five of them apparently confused "nod:verbal" with

"non-oral." They listed such courses as news writing and editing and

In a couple of cases added comments such as "none of our courses deals

primarily with speaking." In other words, 22 (see Table 1) of the respon-

dents (36%)-listed courses-which appeared to be concerned essentially with

non-verbal communication. Ten of these, however, appeared morteolikely

to be the traditional photojournaliSm course than the broader kind of non-

verbal communication course -that is advOcated in PropoSition 2.* The

titles or descriptions of only eight of the courses clearly indicated

that they were general non-verbal communication Classes.

As shown in Table 2v 46% of the 22 departments offering what they

consider to be a non-Nerbal communication course require it of jo*Irnali'sm

majors, while 16 is strictly an elective in 40%. In the other 14% of

the schools, the Course is elective for some students_and required for

others. For example, it may be required of students in one sequence

but elective for those in other sequences. Or it may ibe required of

, undergraduates but is elective for graduates.

' In about half of the schools, the course is openito botholndergrad-
.

uate and graduat.g, students, while in most of the others it is open only

to undergraduates. In only one school is the course open only to grad-

uate students.
The non-verbal communication courses tend to be Zather new. Almost

wot-thirdg of them-were first offered in 1960 or more recently. Close

* One respondent listed a course titled "Press Photography" and then wrote:

' "Is this what you mean? We don't teach go-go dancing."

0
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to a fifth of them were ffrst.offered. in 1949 or earlier,-but all of
these appear to be rather traditional photojournalism courses.

About twothirds of the- schools offer the course in two or more
academic terms ** during a calendar year, and collectiiie enrollment is °

large. Since the course is required of all joufnalism majors in about
half the schools, it is not surprising that half the schools report that

it is taken by 100 or more students during a typical calendar year.

-Research Methods for Working Journalists

Proposition 3 contends that journalism students should take a course
in research methodS that is geared to the work of reporters and editors

.rather, than being a%research methods courser that is aimed at the study

of communication prOtesses and behavior in general.
Approximately 61% of the respondents said they offer such a course,,

but as shown Table 3, the titles or descriptions of not quite half
of these courses indicate clearly that such is the case. The other half

appear to be courses of the more general communication research type, but

which the respondent considers to be readily applicable to the working

journalist's world. In fact, one respondent who said the school does

not offer a course pointed specificallysat the working journalist's needs

wrote: "Our basiCs research methods,course is designed to give students

an understanding of communication research methods which can be applied

on the business side, in editorial decisionmaking, in subsequent grad

uate study, etc.- It fs not primarily devoted to reAarch by working

journalists - -reporters, deskmen, etc. Even so, the student who takes

the course .and becomes a working journalist will understand such research,

why it is done, how it is done, etc.)
There is a tendency far the research methods course to be, required

of all journalism majors at the graduate level, but not at the under

graduate level. In fact, the course is open to only graduate students

at half the schools.
The research courses are generally recent curricular additiOns, with

twothirds of theili offered for the first time in 1960 or later. Only.

5% of them originated before 1950.
Since,enrollment_is often limited to graduate students, it is not

surprising4hat the number of students taking these courses tends to be

small. Fewer than- 50 students take the course in a full calendar year

at fourfifths of the schools offering it.

The modal frequency of offering the course is once or twice in each

calendar year.

Media Economics and Management

Some 62 of the respondents said they ,offer a course in media economics

and management as advocated in Proposition 8. The titles or descriptions

of almost all of these courses, as shown in Table 4, clearly indicated

that such is the case.

** In this study, "academic term" refers to whatever calendar unit

the respondent's school employs: quarter, semester, trimester, etc.

1Y.
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An elective in almost all cases, the course is open to both under-

graduate and graduate students in two-thirds of the schools. In all but

one of the others, it is required of only certain students.

Even though it was put into the curriculum in the 1950's or 19.60's

at two-thirds of the schools, the course still diaws comparatively small

,nrollments. In a calendar year, it is taken by fewer than 50 students

at 84% of the schools, where it is commonly offered just once a year.

Anatomy of the Urban Community
0

Only 10 (16%) of the respondents said they offer a Course devoted

primarily to the study of contemporary urban society as advocated in Proposi-

tion-10. The titles or descriptions of seven of these courses suppotted

the claim.'
The modal characteristics of these courses, as shown in Table 5,

are as follows:
Open to both undergraduate and graduate students, the elective

course was put into the curriculum in the 1970's. Offered once a year,

it has an enrollment of fewei than 50 students.
Quite a few of the .respondents who said they- offer no such course

pointed out that such study is available in other departments on campus

and that journalism studerits are often encouraged to enroll.

Major Issue'S 111-Contemporary Society

Proposition 11 contends, that journalism schools or departments should

offer a course examining major issues in contemporary society. Such was

reported to be the case at 67'% of, the responding schbols. In only he'll

of these cases, however, did, the title or description clearly indicate

t that the course had such content. .

Table 6 shows that the course is most often an elective (597.), but

is required of%ell journalism students at nearly a third of the schools.

.Usually open to both graduate and undergraduate students, the contemporary

issues course is, most 'likely to have been added to the curriculum in

11960 or later.
.The frequency of offering the course varies greatly among the schools,

ranging from not-at all to four terms in the typical calendar year. The

overwhelming majority of schools, however, offer it one to three terms

a year. Enrollment also varies greatly, with 15% of the schools reporting

that the course is taken byfewer than 20 students in a calendai year and

32%.repOrting that it is taken by 100 or more students.:---

New Technology

Only 13% of the respondents said they offer a course devoted primer-

ily to the new technology of journalism as advocated in 'Proposition 16. r

And the titles or descriptions of only two of these courses made iclear

that such'is the case.
Quite a few of the respondents who said they do. not offer such a course

reported that they incorporate information concerning the new technology

into'courses in management or editing.'
As shown in Table 7, the modal characteristics of the eight courses

reported as being primarily concerned with the new technology are as
,/
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follows:
,open to both graduates and undergraduates orionly to undergraduates,

the course is an elective'cir is required of only certain kinds of students.
Added to the curriculum in the-1970's, the new technology course is of-
fered each calendar year and draws from 20 to 100 or more students.

Enlightening Comments

t 'Respondents were invited to describe their offerings in the six
specifiea areas, and quite a.few of them did.. .Below Are quotationS whiph
give some of the flaybr of "editorial comments" that went beyond course
description.

In res-Ponse to the question about a Course devoted primarily to the
anatomy of the-urban community, one respondent _said his school does not
offer one and wrote:

'More appropriately the fu nction o other departments."
Ih answering the same question, another respondent said his school

offers a course in "Community Structure and Development" ,but that "Ws-
a PR course. Few SournelisM majors take it."

In reporting that his school does not offer-a courselin research
methods for the working journalist,'..one respondent wrote:

"This information, as it pertains in-specific situations, is offered
in a number of courses including reporting, editorial writing, feature -

writing, magazine article writing, and others:''"+ (Another respondent
listed nine courses into which such information is incorporated.).

Fn'reporting that his school does not offer i course devoted primer-
. Ili to non-verbal communication, one respondent wrote:

"Are you kidding?"D

Another respondent reported that his school does not offer a course
devoted priMarily, to media economics anc), managemett and that such study

pis "not considered essential to undergraduate preparation."
And, finally, in answering the question concerning _a .qourse,on the

new technology of mass.comunication, one person wrote:
"I don't know what you Mean."

SUMMARY

Three of the advocated kinds'of courses were reported'as being offered
in about two-thirds'of the accredited and large unaccredited journalism
programs. These courses are: research methods for working journalists,
media economics and management, and major issues in contemporary society.

A course in non-verbal communication was reported as being offered
at about one-third of the schools. Courses in the new'technology of mass
communication and the anatomy of the urban community Were found to be

,offered in fOer than one-fiftrbi_theschools. These few schools may,
however, be setting a new trend: MNt of the courses in these three
area's have been'added to the curricula in the 1970's.

None of the six advocated, types of courses is at this time required
of all journalism students in a majority'Of the schools offering it.
The only-one that comes close to being so is the course in non-verbal

.ocOmmunication. It is required "of all majors at 10 of the' 22 schools where
it is reported as being offered.

Most of the courses tend to be open to both graduate and- under-
graduate students. The one exception-is the research methods course,
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which is open to only graduate students.at a majority of the schools.
Four of the six kinds of courses tend to be offered during two or

more academic terms each year. The exceptions are media economics and
the new technology of-mass communication. The modal frequency for each

of those two types is once each calendar year.
The cumulative number of students in-a calendar year is fewer than

100 for a majority of the schools offering any one of the courses except
for non-verbal communication, which is taken by 100 or-more studentS at
11 of the 22 schools offering it. The courses in research methods and
media economics tend especially is include small numbers of studentS,,
-with the total year's.enrollment seldom reaching 50.

The authors noticed, almost as soon as the returns started coming
in-, a phenomenon that has been observed in public opinion polling: by

asking a question, you may be creating an Opinion. When journalism
administrators were asked whether their schools or departments offer
certain courses, it appears that they sometimes felt they should say
"yes" even when,the course titles or descriptions whiCb they. provided
did not particularly support' the statement.* Only in the rarest of cases

did a respondent write "are y.ou kidding?" or "not considered essential."
Another observation of some interest is the fact that in every instance

where a course was reported as being offered, the respondent said his
school or department plans to continue it. Not once was it said that the

course is to be dropped. To i.obsible reasons for this 100% response may

be suggested. 'FirSt, it may be that 'pike a course has made its difficult
way through curriculum committees and budget offices, the thought of

dropping it is too painful to endure.. Or it may be that the six kinds of
courses dealt with here have proved in every case to be-of sufficient
value to warrant continued effort. Which of these explanations, if either,
is correct, the authors leave to the judgement of,the conference partici-

_pants.

* The authors had expected that such yea-saying might be encouraged by

the questionnaire. Consequently, they staffed it with a set of questions

as to whether a course devoted primarilyto editing was offered. They knew

that it was offered in,almost 41 cases (97% said "yes"), but they hoped

that giving the respondent a chance to demonstrate early that his school

or department is "with it" would reduce the need subsequently to say "yes."

If askin4 this first set of questions did reduce yea-saying, the evidence

suggests that the phenomenon may be especially troublesome in a study

such as this one.
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TABLE 1 - Numberand Percentageof Acdredited and_Large Unaccredited
Journalism Programs Offering Certain Courses =611

Have at least one course
devoted primarily to:

tIon-verbal communication 722 36

Research Methods for working journalists 37 '61

Media economics-and management 38 62'.

"Angtoq (I the urban community ;10 16
°

,thjor issues in, contemporary society 41 .67

New technology 13

s O

TABLE 2 r Characteristics of Courses in Ndn-Verbal tOmmunicatiOn (N=22)

/Title or description clearly identifies /
--77`

No.,
course as emphasizing non-verbal communication, '36

For journalism ImajOrs, course is
Elective 4.0

Required 10 46
Other 3 14

Course is open *oi
Undergraduates only 9 41
Graduate students only 1 5

Both
z.

12 55

Course was first offered in:
1970 or later 9 41
1960-,..69 5 23

. 1950-59 3 14

1949 or earlier 4 18

Not ascertained 1 5

Approximate-number of students who
take course in full calendar year -: ,

19 or fewer 3 14

20-49 -3 . 14

50-99 A 5 23
100 or more 11 - 50

Number of academic terms in which course is
offered in typical calendar year:

0 . 1
4

5

1 - 6 27

2 t 6 27

3 .8 . 36
4 1 5

8 //
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TABLE 3 Characteristics of Courses in Research Methods for Working
Journalists (N=37)

Title or description clearly identifies
course as emphasizing research,methods

No.

for working journalists 16 43

For journalism majors, course is:
Elective 19 51

Required 32

Other 6 16

Course is open to:
. Undergraduates only 3 8

° Gi'aduate-students only 20 54

Both 14 38

CdUese was first offered in:
1970 or later 12 32

1960-69' 13 35,

1950-59 7 19

1949 or earlier 2 5

Not ascertained
fi

3 8

Approximate number of students who
take course in full calgndar year:

19 or fewer 11 30

20-49 19 51

50-99 6 16

100 or more 0 ,0

Not ascertained 1 3

Number of academic terms in which course
is offered in typical calendar year:

0 1 5

1 6 27

'2 6 27

3 8 36

4' 1 5

at
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TABLE 4 - Characteristics of Courses In Media Economics-and Management,(N=38)

..

Title or descriptiop clearly identifies course
as-emphasizing media economics and management ,

For journalism majors, course
Elective
Required
-Othe7r

.

'Couzse is'open to:
Undergraduates only -

Graduate students, only
Both

.

Course was first offered in
'1970 or later.

1960-69
1950-59 ;

1949 or earlier
Not ascertained

.,.

Apprpximate number of student 4. who
take course J.11 full calendar ear:

19 or fewer
20-49
50-0
160 or more

Not ascertained.,

Numbet of academic terms in which course is
offered in typical calendar year:

0

1*

2

,

,26

No.

36

32
1

'5

7

'5

.

.6

15.,

8-
6:
3

15

17
3

2

1

5

25

8

N.

-%

95J

84'
3

13

18

13
68

16

40

21
16
8

w -.

40 .

45

§
5

3

13

66

21

10
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TABLE 5 - Characteristics of COUrses in the Anatomy of the Urban Community

(N=10)

Title or description'clearly identifies
course a-SemphasizIng study of the urban.

communit'

For journalisM majors, course -is:

Elective
Required
,Other

' Course is open to:

No.

7

' Undergraduates only 3-

Graduate students only
Both 6

Course was first offered in:
1979,0 or later 6

.3

4960-69
1950"59 0

1949-or earlier. 1
-v 4

4,

rrApproximate number of students who

'r take course in full calendar yeari

19 or fewer
20-49 3

50-99
i00 or more

4 2

Number of academic terns in which course
is-offered in typical calendar year:

1 6

2 c3 3

4'
..""

70

70

10
'20

30 .

10

60

60-
30

40
30

2Q

10=

60

- 30
10
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TABLE 6 - Characteristics- of Courses in Major Issues in Contemporary
,Society (N=41)

Title or, description clearly identifies
course "as emphasizing major issues in
contemporary society

For journalism majors, coUrse is:
IP Elective

Required
Other

Course is open to:

Undergraduates only
Graduate students only
Both

Course:Ws first offered in:
1970 or later
1960 -69 ,

1950 -59. .

194k or earlier
Not ascertained \ -

..Approxima, te number of
's

tudents who
take course in full caiendar'year:

19 or fewer ,".

20-49

50-99
100. or more

-Not ascertained

Number of academic terms in which course,
'is offered in -typical calendar year:

"0

1

2

3

4

o

9
a

1-

No,

20

24

13

49

59

32
4 = cl

11 27

0
15

24 59

8 20
17,

20
5 12
3 7

6 15
10 . 24

11 27

13 32
1 2'

I

1

14 34.

14 34'

10 24

2 5.

12
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TABLE 7---.Characteristics of Cdurse in. the New Technology of :,Mass

s.: Cogimunication (N=8) 6

,.

.1

;

.1.4ple.or description clearly i
.

dentifies No.

;course as emphasizing the new technology 2
. A ,

Fin- jovr4Olisfilmajorg, course iS4.0'
E.JetIVe

4

. , '.
4 50

..

Required . , .
l' °

e -Othe'r ,r . 3

.

Course i. open to: ,

,. Undergraduats only 3 .

Graduate students only 1
..,

Both
-**" 3

Not ascertained 1
6

,,,,Cour-Se was first offered in:

1970 or later- 7

1960-69' 1

ill . . t

Approximate number of students- whoos

take course in full calendar yea:
.

_19-or fewer to 0

20-49
/ .

1)!
3

,

'50-91 1

'foo or mpre 2

2 r4
-Not ascertained

d

Number` of acaden4c\terms in qhfch course
is offere0 in. typical -calendar year:

1

25

13

3.87,-''''

38

J.3

38

13

88

1:?,
,_

0

38

13

25

25

,

0

1

2 1

Nat ascertained

'1 013
r: 4

1 7 13,

1 13

1 13

.1
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