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e s . This survey was condicted t¢ dstermen. the extent of

course’ offerings by the accredited and théwlargest unacnredited © ,
_journalism programs in the aréas of nonverbal-communications,
research methods for working journalists, media economics and
maragement,’major issues in contemporary society, the arban
community, and new technology. Two -mailings and some telephone calls
produced responses from 52 (85 percent) of tha ,accredited and nine .
(90. percent), of the 10 largest unacctredited progranms, giving a
combined reponse rate of 86 percenta. Three of the advocated kinds of
courses were reported as offered in about two thirds of the

are reasearch methods for working journalists, media economics, and

major issues in contemporary sdciety., 2 course in nonverbal T
- commurications .was reported-as being offered at about one-third of

‘ the schools. Courses in the new technology of maSs communicatidn and

the anatomy of the urban gom@unity were found to be offered by fewer |
+han one-£fifth of the schoofs. (The ‘results of this survey are’ C,
discussed &t length, and.datﬁ\are presented in table format.) (RB)
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Among the propositions to be discussed at this conf?rean are six
suggesting that certain specific kinds of courses shouldibe included in
the journalism curriculum. Consequently, this survey was conducted to o ‘s
determine the extent of such offerings in the accredited; and largest
unaccredited journalism programs in the~United States. | '

In May of 1973, a questiofinaire was sent to the aﬂqinistratiyg heads
of the 61 schools and departments which were accredited py the American .
Council on Education for Joufnalism for the 197273 academis year. The R
”questiohnai?e was also sent ‘to the administrative heads jof the 10 unac-
credited schools and departments which had the largest enrollments of‘

journalism majors as reported in the Journalism Educator of Janbary, ;
1973. A - o

Two mailings and sgme ‘teélephone calls produced responses from 52
(85%) of the accredited programs and nine (90%)" of the 10 largest un-
accredited programs. The response rate for the two groups combined is
86%. Since no meaningful differences between the two groups were ob-
served, the data were pooled for the analysis*that follows.

Because responses were obtained from almost all mémbers of the uni~
verse as defined for this study (all accredited journél?sm programs and
the 10 largest unaccredited ones), the data are subject. to very little’®

ampling error. The findings cannot necessarily be appﬂied, however, to

smaller unaccredited journalism programs. “
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<o Non-Verbal Communication -~ ¢
i i . = . | . T

.

Proposition 2 hoids'khat journalism schools shoul@ offer a course
in non-verbal commurrication. A}though 27 respondent# said their schools ‘
offér such a course, five of them apparently confused "mon=verbal" with
:nbn-oral." They listed such courses as news writing and editing and
in a couple of cases added comments such as "none of our courses deals
primarily with speaking." In other words, 22 (see Table 1) of the respon-—
dents (36%)-listed courses -which appeared to-be conceréed essentially with
non-verbal communication, Ten of these, however, appe?red*mofé)likely
to be the traditional‘photojournalism course than the broader kind of non-
verbal communication course that is advocated in Propo%ition 2.* The
titles or descriptions -of only eight of the courses clearly indicated
thay they were general non-verbal communication ¢lasses.

As shown 4n Table 24 46% of the 22 departments offering what they
consider to be a nbn-verbal communication course require it of journalism
majgrs, while if is strictly an elective in 407, In Qﬁe other 147 of
the'pchools, the course is elective for some students. 'and’ required for
others. For example, it may be required of students in one sequence

. but elective for those in other sequences. Or it may%be required of

. undergraduates but is elective for graduates. : o

Co In about half of the schools, the course is open;to botngpndérgrad-
uate and graduatg, students, while in most of the otheﬁs it is open only
to undergraduates. In. only one school is the course open only to grad-
uate students. o, ;

The non-verbal communication courses tend to be rather new. Almost
tq?-thirdg of them were first offered in 1960 or more recently. Close

%
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* Oﬁe respondent listed a course titled "Press Photog&aphy" and then wrote:
"Is this what you mean? We don't teach go-go dancing." ’
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rather,_ than being a-research methods course_that is aimed at the study

. at four-fifths of the schools offering it. - “

” . ¢

, ) .
to a fifth of them were first offéred in 1949 or earlier,-but all of -
these appear to-be rather traditional photojournalism courses. )
About two-thirds of the schools offer the course in two or more
academic termg** during a calendar year, and collective enrollment is
large. Since the course is required of all joutnalism majors in about ,
half the schools, it is not surprising that half the schools report that
it is taken by 100 or more students during a typical calendar year.

&

“Research Methods for WOrking'Journalists
o Z,

Proposition 3 conténds that journalism students should take a course
in research meghods that is geared to the work of reporters and editors

of communication processes and behavior in general. ) o
Approximately 61% of the respondents said they offer such a course,  *- -
but as shown i: Table 3,. the titles or descriptions of not quite half ’
of these courses indicate clearly that such is the case. The other half .
appear to be courses of thé mor® general communication research type, but :
which the respondent considers to be readily applicable to the working
journalist's world. (In fact, one respondent who said the school does
not~offef a course pointed specifically .at the working journalisE's needs
wrote: "Our basi¢ research methods course is designed to give students
an understanding of communication research methods which can be applied . . '}
on the business side, in editorial decision-making, in subsequent grad-
uate study, etc. It {s not primarily devoted to resarch by working )
joutnalists--reporters, deskmen, etc. Even so, the student who takes . .
the course and becomes a working journalist will understand such research,
why it is ' done, how it is done, etc.) .
There is a tendency for the research methods course to be, required
of all journalism majors at the graduate level, but not at the under-
graduate level. 1In fact, .the course is open to only graduate students
at half the schools. . i
The research courses are generally recent curricular additions, with
two-thirds of theii offered for the first time in 1960 or later. Only.
5% of them originated before 1950. - .
. Sincer enrollment.is often limited to graduate students, it is not
surprising jthat the number of students taking these courses tends to be
small. Fewer than 50 students take the course in a full calendar year N

The modal frequency of offering the course is once or twice in each
calendar year. .

L

Media Economics and Management ’ )

Some 62% of the respondents said they .offer a course in media economics
and management as advocated in Proposition 8. The titles or descriptions
of almost all of these courses, as shown in Table 4, clearly indicated '
that such 1s the case. ot . .

EIRFEN

-

** In this study, "academic term" refers to whatever calendar unit
the respondent's school émploys: quartér, semester, trimester, etc. .

-

®
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An elective in almost all cases, the course is open to both under-
graduate and graduate students in two-thirds of the schools. In all but
one of the others, it is required of only certain students.

Even though it was put into the curriculum in the 1950's or 1960's
at two-thirds of the schocls, the course still draws comparatively small
~nrollments. In a calendar year, it is taken by fewer than 50 students
at 84% of the schools, where it is commonly offered'just once a year.

~

Anatomy of the Urban Communitz

@

Only 10 (16%) of the resppndents said they offer a course devoted )
primarily to the study of contemporary urban society as advocated in Proposi- ~
tion 10. The titles or descriptions of seven of these courses supported
the claim. )

The modal characteristics of these courses, as_shown in Table 5, !

. are as follows: . .

Open to both undergraduate and graduate students, the elective
course was put into the curriculum in the 1970's. Offered once a year,
it has an enrollment of fewer than 50 students.

. Quite a few of the .respondents who said they- offer no such course
pointed out that such study is available in other departments on campus
and that journalism studerts are often encouraged to enroll.

Major Issue$ iﬂ’ngzemporaEy Society

- ©

Proposition 1l contends -that journalism schools or departments should
offer a course examining majbr issues in contemporary society. Such was
reported to be the case at _67% of the responding schools. In only half

, of these cases, however, did the title or description clearly indicate
that the course had such content. .. »

Table 6 shows that the course. is most often an elective (59%).but
is required of -all journalism students at nearly a third of the schools.
.Ufually open to both graduate and undergraduate students, the contemporary’
issues course is, most 1ikely to have been added to the curriculum in

+1960 or later. ’ -

. The frequency of offering tiie course varies greatly among the schools, .
ranging from not-at all to four terms in the typical calendar year. The
overwhelming majority of schools, however, offer it one to three terms
a year. Enrollment also varies greatly, with 15% of the schocls reporting
that the cgurse is taken by.fewer than 20 students in- a calendar year and
32% reporting that it is taken by 100 or more studénts, —— ’ A

-
vy = » M -
5 %

¥

" New Technology - . . .
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Onty 13% of the respondents said they offer a course devoted primar-
ily to the new technology of journalism as advocated in Proposition 16. r
And the titles or descriptions of only two of these courses made it’ clear
that such *is the case. ' . . '

Quite a few of the respondents who said they do.not offer such a course
reponted that they Incorporate information concerning the new technology
into ‘courses in management or editing.’

As shown in Table 7, the modal characteristics of the eight courses
reported as being primarily concerned with the new technology are as

’ L T
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follows: . N .

.Open to both graduates and undergraduates or, only to undergraduates,
the course is an elective’odr is required of only certain kdnds of students.
Added to the curriculum in the 1970's,. the new technology course is of-
fered each calendar year and draws from 20 fo 100 or more students.

S, >

(2

N 3

Enlighteping Comments -
]

¢ < Respondents wetre invited to describe their offerings in the six
specifiég areas, and quite a, few of them’did.. .Below are quotations which
give some of the flayor of "editorial comments" that went beyond course .
description. . 1., , . . - ) .

In response to the question about a course devoted primarily to the
anatomy of the urban community, one respondent said his school does not
offer one and wrote: A . ’ ’ ’ o

"More appropriately the function of other departments."” - -

In answering the same question, another respondent said his schopl *
offers a course in "Community Structure and Development" but that "It's.

a PR course. Few journalism majors take it." . b

In reporting that his school does not offer a course.in research :
methods” for the working journalist,  one respondent wrote: " :

"This information, as it pertains in -specific situations, is offered
in a number of courses including reporting, editorial writing, feature -
writing, magazine article writing, and othe;s["' (Another respondent
listed nine courses into which such information is incorporated.)

.In reporting that his school does not offer a course devoted primar-

_ iky to non-verbal communication, one respondent wrote: v )

"Are you kidding?", . A ) .

Another respondent reported that his school does not offer a course
devoted primarily to media economics and management and that such study

®is "not considered egsential to undergraduate preparation." -

And, finally, in answering thé question concerning a course .on the
new technology of mass ccommunication, one persan wrote:

"I don't know what you mean." . . o . .

. .o " SUMMARY
- L r

Three of the advocated kinds‘of courses were reported ras being offered
in about two-thirds‘of the accredited and large unaccredited journalism
programs. These courses are: research methods for working journalists,
media economics and management, and major issues in contemporary society.

A course in non-verbal communication was reported as being offered
at about one-third of the schools. Courses in the newatechnology of mass
compunication and the anatomy of the urban community were fcund to be

.,offered in fewer than one-fifti"df the- scho6ls. These few schools may,
however, be setting a new trend: ﬁb§t of the courses in these thre%
areds have been”added to the curricula in the 1970's.

* . None of the six advocated types of courses is at this time required
of all journalism students in a majority of the schools offering it.
The only-one that comes ¢lose to being so is the course in non-verbal

o
o

- ° cobmmunication. It is required ‘of all majors’ at 10 of the' 22 schools where

it is reported as being offered. .
Most of the courses tend to be open to both graduate and under-
graduate studerfts. The one exception-is the research methods course,

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

o
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K which is open to only graduate .students at a majority of the schools-

' P Four of the six kinds of courses tend to be offered during two or
more academic terms each year. The e!ceptions are media ecOnomics and
the new téchnology of ‘mass communication. The medal frequency for each

. of those two types is once each calendar year. | ’

The cumulative number of students in a calendar year is fewer than

100 for a majority of the schools offering any one of the courses except

for non-verbal communication, which is taken by 100 or-more student$ at
‘ . 11 of the 22 schools offering it. The coutses in research methods and

media economics tend especially te include small numbers of students,,
* -with the total year's .enrollment seldom reaching 50.
The authors noticed, almost as soon as ‘the returns started coming

; in, a phenomenon that has been observed in public opinion pplling: by

; . asking a question, you may be creating an opinion. When journalism

; administrators.were asked whether their schools or departments offer

g- ) certain courses, it appears that they sometimes felt they should say

j "yes" even when-the course titles or descriptions which they. provided :

: did not particularly support the statement.* Only in the Trarest of cases

: did a respondent write "are you kidding?" or "not considered essential."

. Another observation of some interest is the fact that in every instance
where a course was reported as being offered, the respondent said his
.school or department plans to continue it. Not once was it said that the
course is to be dropped. Two Lussible reasons for this 100% response may:
be suggested. ‘First, it may be that once a course has made its difficult
way through curriculum committees and budget offices, the thought of
dropping it is too painful to endure.. Or it may be that the six kinds of
courses dealt with here have proved in every case to be-of sufficient

’

o

N ' value to warrant continued effort. Which of these explanations, if either,
> .
is correct, the authors leave to the judgement of?the conference partiqi—
_pants. . .

Y ¥

- \

. * The authors had expected that such yea-saying might be encouraged by

the questionnaire. Consequently, they stafted it with a set of questions
as to whether a course devoted primarily ‘to editing was offered. They knew
that it was offered in_almost all cases (97% said '"yes'), but they hoped
that giving the respondent a chance to demonstrate early that his school

or department is "with it" would reduce the need subsequently to say "yes."
If asking this first set of questions_did reduce yea-saying, the evidence -
suggests that the phenomenon may be especially troublesome in a study

such as this one. . A .
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TABLE 1 = Number .and Percentage?of Acéredited and Large Unaccredited _ .
Journalism Programs Offering Certdin Courses -(N=61),

-y

e ‘ ' . ’ 4 Q. a
Have-at léast one‘cdurse - V» No. %
devoted primarily to: a
§on-;erbal commuriication - s ’ Y " 36
Research ﬁethods for working journalists 37 61
Media economics -and management ) 38 _62'
Anatomi of the urban community :10 y 16

B Major issues in, contemporary society

New technology vy . i -8 13

o

- =

S

- o -

TABLE 2 ~ Characteristics of Courses in Ndh—Verbal Communication (N=22)

N

*

7 e

4

-}

w

*.

*

.

Numbev of academic terms in which course is
offered in typical calendar -year:

DWW O
-~
~

- - o, < ‘,\‘
Title or description clearly identifies YA No. - %
course as emphasizing non-verbal communication, 8 »: 36
For journalismxmajors, course is .
Elective , > ‘9 . 40
Required ’ ¢ 10 46
Other ‘ . 3 T 14
Course is .open jtoj -~ » . .
o Undergraduates only . 9 41
Graduate students only 1 5
) Both , 12 - / 55
Pourge was first offered in: '
1970 elq later ) . 9 41
. '1960-69 ‘ 5 23
- 1950-59 , 0 3 - . 14
1949 or earlier . 4 18
¢ Not ascertained ! 1 t 5
Approximate-number of students who =
take course in full calendar year: .
19 or fewer . 3 . 14
20-49 3 14
50-99 5 23
100 or more 11 - 50
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: . No.
Title or description clearly identifies
course as emphasizing research.methods
for working journalists 16
For journalism majors, course is:
Elective : 19
Required 12,
Other 6
- Course is open to: ' o v
. Undergraduates only 3
* Graduate ‘students only . 20
" Both 14
Course was first offered in:
1970 or later . 12
1960-69 " - 13
1950-59 : 7
1949 or earlier , - 2
Not ascettained i 3
Approximate number of students who ~
take course in full calendar year: . o/
19 or fewer ) 11
20-49 ' . 19
50-99 : L . 6
100 or more . . -0
Not ascertained 1

TABLE 3 -~ Characteristics of‘COurses in Research Methods for Working

Journalists (N=37)

»

Number of academic terms in which course
is offered in typical calendar year:

0 1

1 . 6

*2 ) 6

) : 8

1

.
Y

3

A A

43

51
32
16

54
38

32
35.
19

30
51
16

27
27
36
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TABLE 4 - Characteristics of Courses in Media Economics .and Management ,(N=38)

3

e

3

Title or description clearly identifies eourse No. %
as- emphasizing media economics and management 36 95,
For journalism majors, course is ’
Elective - ; ] 32 84~
" .. Reguired . 1 3
‘Dther “ *5 13
’Cquge is’ open to: ) )
Undergraduates only - 7 18 -
Graduate students, only 5 13
Both . \ 26 68
Course was first offeréd in: ) ,
1970 or later " . ) 16 .
. 1960-69 . “15» 40
1950-59 3 ' ’ 8., 21
1949 or earlier : 6" 16 o
Not ascertained % 3 8 L
Approximate number of student$. who o
take course in full calendar jear: .
19 or fewer 15 40 .
20-49 - 17 45
50-99 3 8
100 or more 2 5
Not ascertained . 1 3
Numbe% of academic terms in which course is
offered in typical calendar year:
) 0 v . 5 13
1° - . 25 - 66
2 8 21

. 325 \
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i . TABLE‘S - Characteristics of Courses in the Anat Oﬁy of. the Urban Commu%lty
- : (N=10) .
3 - - 1od R
Title or description’clearly identifies No. A
course as .emphasizing study of the urbam » :
community . 7 70
For journallsm majors, course- is: ot . .
‘ Elective 7 70
8 Required B 1 10
- . .Other 2 20
: . &~ Course is open to: T, T
] « = Undergraduates only 3~ 30
: - ‘ 1, Graduate students only *1 - 10
. ‘ Both 6 . N 60
Course was first offered in: : ‘
‘ , - 1970 or later . 6, 60
. 1960 69 ’ . 3 30
P 1950-59 ” 0 -0,
. 1949 or. earlief} . - 1 * 10
B E?Approximate number of students who o ) .
f o take course in full calendar year\ ) .
. 19 or fewer ° § . . 4 40
K . 20-49 .. U .3, 30
: 50-99 -7 . 2 20
i . -100 or more . ' ) - LA ! 1 10 =
% : Number of academictefﬁs in which course 'f , s ©
o 1s offered in typical calendar year: i ’ .
1 . . . 6 60
N . 2 . | “3 30
: N 4 \* ) / 1 e 10
: . ; -
d * : Z
; ’
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,Society (N=41)

-

>

31

TABLE 6 - Characteristics of Courses in Majar Issues in Contemporary

v

T w

Title or description clearly ideutifies
course -as emphasizing major issues in

contemporary society _

. For journalism majors, course is:
¥ Elective
Required
Other -

Course is open to: .

. Undergraduates only )
- Graduate students only Lt

Both / : -

Course;has first offered in:
. 1970 or later .
‘ . 1960-69 “ . v
1950-59. ~ .
1949 or earlier
Not ascertained )\ -~

¢.Approximate number of students who
jtake course in full calendar year:
- 19 or fewer s

»
LY

a;) 50"99 ) e
’ 100, or more
—Not ascertained ”_\

Number of academic terms in which fourse.
. "is offered in .typical calepdar year:-
o\ .
1 v

2
© 3
4

20-49 : v

»
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TABLE T Characterlstlcs of Cdurse in the New Iechnology of Mass

. 'Nb_t Ascertained .

‘
15 %

N &'_ iy Cog\munlcatlon (N=8), @ :
3. > . . o -t : - -, :“ e
., R . . . .
, 'Tfrle or description clearly identifiés . No %
,course as emphasizing che new technology 2 25
. For Jo‘urri‘allsm majord, course is:-.-" .
Elective ! > . ’ 4 50 .
. Required .o . 1 13- *
* 4 . Othér » 7 . : ;3 T
Course i open to: i ‘ . :
! Undergraduates only ) 3 38
r. Graduyate students only . -1 A3
Both = 3 38
' Not ascert‘:aiqed . ) 1 13
« Course was first offered in .
1970 or later- 7 88
- . 1960~ 69 o 1 13 .,
Approx:.mate number of st;ud‘ants who . >
take course in full calendan y f < .
.19 -or fewer v 0 0
20-49 / ) . g 3 .38
* 50-99 1 13
> © 7100 or mpre _ 2 25
., Mot ascertained . B ‘ 2 2 25
_Number~ of academic' terms in which course . . /@
is offered in.typical calendar ycax: . ? )
0 - . 3 _ : ' 213
L1 {
2 - -f . -
z‘ ” . . .

' ’ . 328 N . 1




