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ABSTRACT
This paper investigates the isolation of the local
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number of vehicles owned, nature of family relations, and income
level of families. The blacks are considereéd to share, to a great
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' to projeg¢t negative images to the valley whites and to outsiders. The
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in order for the bIack community to change. (Author/AaH)
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- . INTRODUCTION: . tLome N

The South today is a showplace of progressiv "racisl harmony . el

/ ’

, considering the turbulegt confron tationg of the did 50 8 and early

1} F4

60's and thercurrent.cojtroversy concernin% busing iﬁ the Horth.
) - ¢ LR 2 . ' i
Evidcnce'of'the current hﬁrmonious‘situatién is fllustrated by the

.

P 2

redont evencIess Selua march celebrating the tenth anniversaty of _T

the boginning of the current era. Also more blacks %pe moving South S

aand wore and more blacks hold prestigious elective and appoin*ed

? . "

o

+ governaent positions as well as owning and operating more businesses.,

s

A significant incident is that for .twa years (l974-75) tlie National .

. Conterence on Blacks in'the Criminnl'JustiEe System has been hqld at
the University of Alabema, comething that would never have been

inagined ton yesrs ago. This rapid progress in southern race relations" .

. . -§

serves to accentuate aree3 in which social, political and economic

~

¢ . .
progress hs! lagged behind. This is a study of such an area - the- - - - “"’Ti‘ -

southern appalachian region envompassing northern Georgia, western

North Carolina, end south~east Tennessee. This area represents for

<

the most part a cultural amazironism, an area where physical and

cultural isolation seems o be stronzly correlated. This isclation is 2

deteiving siccc milld ions of i:;*ists flood the area six months of the
year visiting state and national parks, the Cherokee Indian Reservation
éﬁd tourist towas sncbuas Gatlinburg, Maggie Valley and Highlands.

"The tOurist impact, however, while significant in terms 6f eccnowmcis, o
has little relevance concerzing suhcultural 1ifestyles of*the groups

-
N N\,

1
indigenous to this &rea. The local biackg are the most isolated group. a

A ’ :
| ' ‘ 3
.
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This paper investiggtes this phenomenon within the social/cultural
_perspective.~

3
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THE RESEARCH SETTING: J R

To best understand the isolated Appalachi@n black community one

/

mst first become aware, ofjthe larger sociai environment which it

' shares with other similar gubcultures. Southern Appalachia is unique
’ f

not only due to its isolation from the mainstream -of society but

e

rainly to its mnlti-racial composition. “It consists of three racial
‘groups {Cherokee Indians; whites, and blacks) . all havin§ a long
tenure in this area. The Chero'.ze, mountain whites and local placks

’

sﬁare-much in common concerniug their lifestyles, yet each grouvp zu-

'\\ 'mains isolated‘not onlyifrom o'1tside influences but from each other

?\\“as wells This particualr area is physically igolated from ot&erwise.
"larges modern municipa£ settings. To the east ig Asheville, North
Carolina t~ the south) Atlanta, Georgia, to the south-west Chattanoogg;
Tcnnessee, while to the north-west ‘1ies Knoxville, Tennessee. The
mountains, lakes and Jivera are paradoxical in that they resi.ict easy

access to and from thgse comeuaities y-t they attract millions of
+ v . 4

? .. R : ‘ ~
tourists each yoar. (ectain pathways are accessible for outsiders to

the tourist area' yet this has little effect on the Joczal populaticn
since they mainly li?e off of these popular routes. Mostdimportantly
a stroog gense of in}groun cohesioa, developed‘pr or'to the advert/of
: . o\ .
\ supertriglwaye and me%hanical travel, serves to perprtunte a high degzee

Yo

. \ of "clarnlshdese” within.these groups.

\ . . A brief historical sketch shows that the Cherckee‘inhabited this

ares 161 over a thojsand vears. Massive white migration d41d aot occur

.




until after the 1838 Cherokee-ﬁeecval Some-vhites did intermar;y | :

and 1ive anong the Cherckeés prior to the removal but‘tﬁe closest- - — - -

substantial white settlements at this time were locdted in th; .

qgorgia flatlands. Blacks were brought into this area, ironicalf;i,x

by Cherckee plantation owners. The Cherokee Natioq censusg of 1935

1ists 16,532 enrolled Cherokee Indians; 201 whites married into the
‘ t ibe and 1,592 black slaves owned by the Cherokee. Even Jobn Toss,

tha faﬁpuﬁ Cherokee chiaef,—cwned slaves.~ Appalachian blacks, thea

nave a Qéry unique history, ome that squarely placed them on tlie -

bottom of §§cial hierarchy. ‘ e

Removal and later the civil war greatly reduced the need fov

hiacks in this area ond theif numberé never again became significant.
Yzt certain elavé families rewiined in this area and they are the

. ancestors of the currert Appalachian bleék\Fommunities located within | N

the Smoky Mountain \rezion.
The particula:\area ugder tnvestigatin involves the seven western ,
most count.jes of lorth Ca olina These are the mogt isoiated of the )
state's twacty Appalachian cnunties: Viithin this aréa 1lies the
/ Eagtern Band of the Cﬂerokee 2nd North Cérolina's gection of tha.
/~ Great Smoky Mountain V"'icual Baxk There are no wajor cities within
qis region; alth.uglh.many are accessible withiu a one-tundred fifty
amiia radius. TL: only f?ur lang interstate highway through tﬁi& . ‘ J
roglen Is Iatarstage 40 which passes mainly\;hrougﬂ~uﬁinhabited gov;rn- |

'meut lard lirkiug Asheville, North Carolina and Knox+ille, Tennessce.

And whilelthis area has a low populafion density in comparison to the

. ) v i y ’ ) ‘ -

rest of the state, bYacks only account for 3 percent of the area's \ L.
, - ! f

/ - . ‘ ]
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permarent population. This compares with a statewide‘distribution.
of 24 percent. This area includes the only kounty out of North

Carolina's one hundred counties which has noAbermanent black residents

(Graham County).
. O;Y?_CL\S
Haywood county has the largest black population, most of them

residing in the black section of Waynesville. Franklin, in Macon ~

s
county, hag a small black.community as, does Sy;;a—in Jackson county.f \ +
Blac&acommunities in Cherokee, Clay and Swain counties are insigni-
ficant while no‘biacks reside in Graham county. This study involves
two data samples, one which includes the larger black populations
of Waynesville Franklin and Sy .va, while the other focuses chlusivnly
on the Sylva black communi*y. Sylva was‘selected over the other #iwo
black communities because it is the most remote. Waynesville lies on
the" road?to Asheville and Franklin on the road to Atlanta. Jackson
county, in which Sylva is the county seat, also represents one of tae
mo3t culturclly deprived counties in this[southern Appalachian urea.

¥he hlack copmunity in Sylva actuslly consists.of two communities - <f‘? .

—

. ! ) -
Tanpery Flats and The Hill Cgmmﬁﬁity, both adjacent to ez:k otner across

. g
the rivcr and railroad tracks frod;sylfd proper. The tcwn (Sylva) it- G
self codsists/g;/two mejor streets bot# traveling one-way through.town. .
. . PR Y 4

c

The: hain street e ters the town fréﬁéﬁhe west and is elevated {rom
» ! N

the ‘back street. The county court h/use’is situated on a hil] over-

£ /

/

lookinn the toyn, agcin from the ::it/e&;;ance. The back entreaces to
the stores, which face the main stfeet, are located on the back streat,

'

a story Lclow the main ertrances. This means that all stores have a

s
main,floor and a basement floor. The rear of the store3 leck tlic facade

-

\

- 6
] e
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“presented og‘the.main street and were once used exclusiyel by blacks
! . . s “

and Cherokees. The black community faces the back street’ of Sylva. .

Together "Tannery Flats" and "The Hill Community" are commonly refer-
red to as "nigger town" by the local whites. The black commmity,
unlike their ‘valley white counterparts, consists mostly of unpainted

single dwelling shacks. The commumity is Tocated. in the industrial

area of town right across from the Mead Corporation, a paper puln mill.

It is estimated that 260 blacks live in the Sylva black commumity ac-
s,

counting for approximately seventy percent of the entire Jackson county t
black pOpulation .Most of the others liye seven miles away in Cullé~

. wpee, a small town in which Wes‘ern Carolina University is located.
A Y ’ ] .

I3

Actually the Jackson county blacks.otiginally 1lived in Webéter, a small

community adjacent to Sylva; when i} was the county seat. But as-:che

town itself decreased in population so did the black populaticn; By

the end of World War IT the remaining black residents moved to Crlva.

+

”hings have remained much the same since then.

THE RESEARCH DESIGN: -

As stated earlier two data sources Qere use&—for'this gtudy. One
; ..g v
consisted of 79 »nersonal interviews desigped to ascertain Fow the

Appelachian blacl viewad his group.” This was done uaing thirteen
variables: 1) trustworthiness; 2) religion; 3)*e1anniebzcse; 4) intra-
group cooperation; 5) legal conformity; 6) driﬂkiug prcblems; 7) edu-

cational values; 8) work ethic; 9) living cond!tfons; 10) ccmunity

institution; 11) discrimination; 12) negative stereotyves; and \
t, * ¢ .
13; health standards. The sample was selected from the th—ee ©..rgest

7
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southern Appalachian black commmities in this area; Waynesville,
Franilin, and Sylva. Thirty-two (40%) of” the respondents were

nales and forty-gevén (60%) were females. Most (86%) lived their
entire life in western North Carolina, three percent were originally
from other areas of the state, nine percent were frgm other southern
states, while only two percent were from outside the Eouth.

The second. data source consisted of~tweﬂty-eight‘family inter-
views from the Sylva community. Again forty percent {1l) of the
réspondentSYVete males‘and'sixty percent (17) females. ££e age group
of both samples ranged from a few young adults (ages 20-29), soge

older respondents (age 51 or older), while most-were betwgen ages -

L

‘thrity and fifty. ' ' - .

The family interviews inquired as to the rcligion, education,
marital status, occupation, f%mily size, length of residence, .type
of dwelliﬁé? number of vehicles oéned, nature of family relaticr-
and income level of these families.

\ The target—areas are indicated on the fighre below. -

. ?%.'/

Figure 1: Wesl:a North Garolina

d ,/”‘““\ N - Haywood county

- Swain county »

- Jackson county
: - Macca crente -
Tennessee

1
2
3
4
5 = Clay county
6 - Graham county

. 7 - Cherokee county

{ A - Sylva

- B - Wayrdesville
- C~-I:i"1in

: 8 -
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THE FIHDINGS:

f: Personal Interviews

The results of the .personal interviews are presented below

according to the thirteen varliables measured. Percentages are

calculated by, columns. L o

“6.

Do you feel local: blacks are tiustworthy?,

yes 63 (79%)
no 12 (15%) .
NoT. 4 (06%)

Are most members of your commnity churchgoers?

yes 73 (93%)
no . 5 (06%2) -
n.r. 1 ‘ (01%) 4

Are local blacks clannish? .

yes - 60 ' (76%)
no 16 ' 07 . .
n.r. 3 (047) -

Do local blacks cooperate with their non-bYack neighbors? *

yes ‘ 0 — (897)
no 8 o (ron)
n.r. 1 1 (01%)

Are local blacks law abiding? = . .

. e m——————

yes 64 (81%)
no 11 (14%)

n.r. 4 (057)

L

\
Do local blacks have a drirking prohlem?
i

yes, '52 ’ (662)
no -2l (26%) . 9

n.r. D - (08%)

¥

!
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7. & education a strong value within jour group? -
yes 71 (902) .
no 6 _ (087)
N.Tr. 2 (ozz) ’ " -
8. Are local blacks good reliable workers?
 yes: 68 . (86%) ~ )
nd 10 (132) .
< n.r. 1 + (01%)
~~ 9. What is the nature and condition of black homes? - B
good .26 . (3370 ) —
roderate 28 © (35%)
" adequate 21 (27%)
poor 4 -(05%)
10. Which institution has the strongest iﬁfluéhce in you coﬁmuﬁity?rﬁﬁ '
church. . 46 (59%) S
school 9 (12%)
family 16 -(21%)

11. Do you feel your group is ¢iscriminated against?

| yes 23 (29%)
no ‘ 47 . (607)
SR Lk e 9 : (11%) S—

~

12. Do y»u feel your group presents any negative images to the other
lf non~black groups?

yes 27 . (347) '
.0 . 4‘8 . (55%) N 1
NeTe ' 9 (11%) . X

’

-

13. ' Do yoJ feel health care for your grbﬁﬁ isuadequate?

yks 73. (93%)
no , 5 . ' (067) .
f.r. 1 (012)

I 10 .




B. Fa;ily Interviews o )\ o > >h
1. Religion: Twenty-six (92%) cf the families were Baptist ‘ . ’ -
attendiné the black Baptiéfvchﬁréh located in Tannery_ Flats.);;local, 1:3
lay minister, the Reverent Smith is the pastor of the church. Two .
families (08/) were Methodist and belonged to the other black church
in the area, the A.M.E. (African Methodist Episcopal) Zion church seveh
\ miles away in Cullowhee. Each church had closed conéreéatione con—_
sisting of approximately five extended family units. Upon observation
the‘black Baptist church was more fundamental in its service. Vocal
i reinforcement came freely from the congreéation and the sermon built

up to a peak duriug the service. The A.M.E. Zion church was more

passive and formal in its service. It rélies on a circuit ﬁastor to

perform services. Both black churches were segtegated according to
sex. Males sat on the right while children and females sat on the\
left. Senior members of the church such as deacons sit in the front
roﬁe of their section. The con@regation congistis mainly of females of y l
al} ages accompanied _by their children and/or siblings and older men. - >
4 Young gnd middle-aged nales weré conspicuously absent from church

services : @ -

R . 2. Education: Of the families sampled the following educational
s ‘ !

information was compiled for the respondent and his or her mate, if
0 .

applicable.
. ! Educational Level
8th grade but completed | high school + "N
not 12 high school

Males 10 (53%) 8 (422) 1 (OKZ) ' 19 11

~Females - "7 (287%) 13 (%22) "5 (2’2) 25

. ) ‘ — .
< 17 (392) 21 (!.ez) 6 (13x>\g 44

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

[]2\13 ,}/berceutages calculated by'rows . - n




L .10
1

A ' ~

» N - \ -
As of spring of 1975 si;::%: local blacks attended the area

-~

high school. The high schogl attrition rate is high in this area

P

not bnly for blacks but for nountain whites and Cherokees as well. -
The valley whites are theq)on s most likely to complete high school.

- . *

‘Prior to school integration local blacks had to send theif children
3%5 the Alleg‘School, a black hoarding school, if they expected their
children to be prop;rly educa;ed. This involved a weeklz“lQO\mile
trip over the Balsam pass, usually by commercial bus.

3. Marital Status: Fifteen of the families interviewed were

married, six were widowed, three single, two separated and two

—
Ay

divorced. \\

. 4. Family size: 'Surpfiéingly most families wire small and this L -
apparently has always beeri the trend emong the Appalgchi ﬁblecks.
\‘\«
Only three families (10Z) had four children, nine (32!Q hhd three

children, five (187%) had two children, seven (25%) haﬂko e child

and four families (léziihad no children. Only one case of;an unwed
parent was detected in the community.., ‘

5., bccup;;ion:‘ The Appalachian black commmities agé\ﬁﬁﬂxﬂak
. rural non-farm altﬁough small household gardens aﬁg a few livestock -
may be raised by some of the families. '§harecropping and farm labor
are not available occupations for bldcks‘}p this area. Thet largest

3

- %
employer in Jackson county is the University. In addition five miils

operaq\ in the area, the two largest recently ceased operationk\\:he ’
\

current inflation/recession has had a tremendous impact on this part

of North arolina,'affecting all residents. 1In fapt local blacks way
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-o’ ‘-

be better off than their white and Cherokee counter parts because of
< B N - . . 3 "

- v .
i

the job security associated with their traditional occupation§. Three-

quarters of the local black.s in the Sylva-Cuilowhee» area work &ft the -

h
y - -

univetsity in traditional "Jin Crow" occupations as maids kitc&'nen help,‘ N

/n A LIRS . Q
ground keepers, and janitors. The universit {;';a state run institution oo

-

' )

and has not been visibly affected by the current economic trends.

Actuafly enrollme_nts have increased over the past two years. The other

-~

local Blacks are either unemployed, retired, or do seasqnal housekeeping

and cgretaker jobs for the summer residents,‘ﬂcommonly referred to as
¥ M

"Floridians" . Two black females from the &S_ va community work in ‘the

' -~

public school ‘aygtem, one as 8 librarian \;nd the other as an elementary .
school teacher; The most common jobs held at the university are maids. 2
for females gand janif ors, ground keepers,\cooks, apd kitchen helpers ’
for'the males. One black family ownes a store in Tannery Flats and .
hires part-time help as cashiers and the like.‘:r i # ) ‘
é. Residence Nineteen (687) 'of the families ;su@%i yed- lived o ﬁ" ..
their, entire life in Sylva, while seven (25%) li,IVed hé‘i’e at least ten L
years and two (07%) lived here less than ten years. This attests to - e 2
the fact [that few éutsiders migrate intoe thj App'alachian_blagk com'_' ‘ ;“*" .
' Y : O

,mun_i'ties. Many young blacks, however, venture out in thé search of )
P o (.y . ’ ) ) - 2
jobs, marital partners, or’excitement. :The trend definitely cecems to“?“ s
be one of out-migrationjf young people Wﬂih little influx of outsid ,&;
¥ 4
blacks. Even the small core of black étudents, its gole black Y
Ve ) -

faculty m°m‘>er and its only black administrator have little }:o do with

‘the local blacks -and travel outside the area for entertainment and

‘.other_ personal neéds. ‘Some respondent& mentioned that disillusioned » ?

¢ -

. » : . . Vo

RUET




112 -

youth who left_the:community often 1ater returned.

. Family Relations: One plaﬁsihle reason why, many local
ﬁ »
blacks eventually return is due to the groups gtrong sense of’ family o

and community. Fifteen'of the families (542).stated that their,
family relationships were 'very good". The other thirteen families
(46/) indicated that their family relationships were good" No onz .

felt their family reiationships were fair or poor. - . N
+
8. Dwellings jAlthough the homes consist mainly of shacks
b

most (71%) owned their own home,-while'a few (l4Z) rented and the

s »

others (15%) lived with their;oarentsJ It is not unpsual to have a
¢ . ’

three generation extended familv sharing one dwelling. These'acéomo-

N "
dations serve. both an economic and psychological function.,'The . '
RA /

. /
familie5~can gool their,financial resources while at- the “same ,time
. ] . LS roeoe 7 i

provide a strong sense of family cohesiqn. These multifsmily \ s v
; K . .
dwellings also resulted in many families having more than one motor .

. . AP

>~—~ﬂv”ﬁiEIETT fhirteen families (457) had-two cars, nine'k322) had one,

five (187‘ had noue and only one famlly had three vehicles. It*

.

should be noted that none of these«were 1ate model automobiles..

> LIS

Most were late 1950 anﬁiearly 1960‘mod*1s, many were battered¢ N . -
9" Income evelx Fifty percent of the families thought that
' according to the iﬂiome they were in the lower socia] class. The

,v

, other halfyfelt they were in the middle class. Qy conventlonal

standards (Worner, Hollingshead, and Edwards) only two families in - . v

e !

the entire black community could properly be assigned middle class

3

statua end these are thewteacher 8 Families; 1In oné.the husband -
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a-v‘. v "

is the lay minister and store proprieter’while in the other family T
the husband is a gronnds keeper at‘the nniversity.

-‘The'locaI blacks formed their perceptions in relationship to
some Qf-the.other.éroupswin the.area, notably the_mountain'whires and

Cherokees, who live much the same way they do. Here one must keep in

»

mind the concept of relative deprivation since they (the local blacks)

are comparing themselves not to somg_universal standard, but to their
. ‘ »

non-black Appalachian coun;erparts who exist in a fashion similar to

theirs. . ) ‘ * -

.

| SUMMARY: L : L

AY ~ ~

* The ,overall profile of ‘the Appalachian black community is cre
A- 5.

¢ where both physical and cultural isvlation plays an important role

- 3

not only regardidg thenblacks but affecting their mountain white and

1]

éherokee neighbors ag.well. All three groups share mnch in common

.f ) R .

such as an austere life style,, close family and community relationships,,
closed family churches, restricted physical and social mobility and
low social economic’ achievement motivation. While sharing these

similarities these three groups (local blacks, mountain whites, and

L

Cherokees) have little interaction with each other resulting in a high

degree of latent inter-group hostilities rarely acted out due to
o 2
reciprocal avoidance dictated by. traditional taboos. All three groups -

l g

project negative images to’ the valley whites and outsiders. Rarely do

[}

the three groups socially interact. The only time they encounter each
- g

other 1s on éaturday when the town sidewalks become crowded wirh the '
“ ) ' N \ » ’ ’
menfolks who-ritualistically congregate on a weekend basis. Even then

@




the groups keep to themselves. Segregation patterns even exist ]

b

in work situations involving multi-racial-gfoubs:

This situation closely resembles Simmel's {Coser, 1956) contention
that closely knit groups haye a tendency to suppress conflict hence
intensifying feelings of out—grodp hostility., Simmel stated that the
closer the groun, the ngre intense the conflict. Here one could

/
modify this by statirg that the more isolated and cohesive the group,

will - hayboy
the greater the Iikelihood of the groupumaia%aiaing latent hostility

toward visihly different groipe sharing the same geographical area.
Obviously‘the local blacks are the most visihle and the ones most
susceptible to latent hostilitiﬂs Of ‘these three groups the mecuntain
whices are thE’most tolerated by the valley whites angd out81ders and
they' in turn prefer the Cherokees over the local blacks although con-

{orudai-d .

‘siderable resentment is also directed te the Cherokee. Similarly,

%,

the Cherokee prefer the mountain folks over the lbcal blacks. Conse- ,
quently the locg;_blacke havetlittle to do with either of their indi-
‘genous Appalachian counterparts, although they are quite aware of
their presence. They- do however come into contact with thp valley
whitee, ;"loridians and the unviersirj community through their work
and often feel that these people rgally care for them Actually these
groups seem to hcwe little concein for, ﬁe local blacks other [than as
an available source of cheap labor. Blaeke are not involved in these
groups' social and parsonal lifestyles. The univerEity, for exanplelu

has been in the area for nearly 90 years and no major research or coa-

cern has ever been shown regarding the lodal blacke prior to this study.
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The local blacks share to a great extent the Appalachian lifestyle

¥

of advocated abgtinence, strong religious, community and family ties,

.

as well as the contradiction of heavy alcohol consumption among adult’
\males. This alternate form of escapism is common to both.the mountain
white and Cherokee . males as we11 The females, children,qnd older

-~ men a11 make use of the arda's primary form of escapism ~ that of
’ ' ’»
religion. Honky tonks, bars and other public sources of entertainment

are absent from these communities. . Alcohol cannot be served in Jackson ’ X

county and beer and wine cannot legally be sold.- Bootlegging and moon-

. sh%ning still provide the.major source of alcohol in Southern Appalachia.

Yet fev of these people, especially the local blacks, are arrested or

involved in property or violent-crimes. They are law abiding ag the 1

- - N e . '
local police and court records attest. They accept their accomodative . '
A

position because things have always been this way. The black students . A

at Western Carolina University,who participated in this project vere ‘ v
N % / . X B
" infuriated at the local blacks' seeming complacency over their sitgation. )

1 \ !

N In conclusion-it can be said'that the Appalachian black eommunity Wy

snrely is an anachronism representing*a time long sé cé past in the . Sk, »,"

. R
new South. Yet their cﬁanging is® directly dependeAit upsp the-enxire .

area changing. The local blacks are.not an isolated henomenon but

' rather are part of a 1arger%cuﬁ¥nral situation an

-~
-

""change the latter must change first.
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