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whlch is the'central subject of thls papér 1s locafed in ;f,.-;g?‘ L *
an upper—mlddle clas§ suburb of Rochester, NeW’York *Theﬂ7 ..
\ R . . »
. school has a student populatlon*of 750, and goes from . e

.

Iz 1nclu51on of thls research is lntenéed to give the reader

B aspects ko’ the study of student government and 1ts-rela~

-

me have' presented the1r arguments in a forpeiul and con- - * .
[ ! Q) — LN
V1nc1ng manner and I present them to you for yopr > ° .
\ con51deratloh5u : "_,N/ o .’. e o ' B //17'
i e ‘ : / , Lol '5& - | ' , . A - o > / .,
™ ’ - ’ : - ) ’ v 1 - . .> ’ . - - . E * /// . -
« S . R ~C7/.1 _
o S0 0004 AR

£
‘status of the student government at the school There w1ll

' ; tlon for the1r con51deratlon, and hopefully for their

[ ..I

WU _INTRODUCTION . i Vo

%4 .
. .{ W

ARy
. YL e,
*
L. N

@ ~ - . ST o, : N

‘This case'study was’ carr1ed out over a prolonged perlod
i

of tlme durlng the school year 19?%«75 The Mlddle School

grade 5 to grade 8.. There are, at ¢hls tlme 53 full tlme’

and’part tlme faculty members. The.admlnlstratlon con51sts e
f

of a prlnc1pal and a vice pr1nc1pal Two gur\ance coun- _
» -‘ . .‘,,_%4

selors ,are- also part of the full tlme profe551onal staff. -

The major thrust of thls paper w1ll be omp of orlglnal
data gatherlng and analy51s. It will reflect the present

,/.‘. ; . 3 . ]

be a set of recommendatlons 1ncluded at the conclu51on of : )' o f.

&
the paper Wthh W1ll be presented to the school adminintra- .

adoptlon.

N4

No paper of this klnd ‘can be truly complete w1thout

4

the 1nclh51on of some related llterature 1n the fleld The v

-

. L) .- .)

a clearer understandlng of the problem” There are many
e e i

\ : :!
tlonshlp to student 1nVOIVement 1n the decrslon maklng

¥

process in schools.; Others more- emlnently quallfled ‘than -




llhh . ':-ﬁ'x . . . o : : . R
R . ' statlement of, the Problem . - . = L
| B : : B : R ' " v P - . D
.ll . _'I w1ll 1dent1fy suggested areas of student 1nVOIVement ot v ‘El

e

Ain the deq1s1on maklng process in schools.

r. . Al

These suggested area:éof student 1nvolvement wlll be

\1dent1f1ed through reco endatlons from related 11terature

0

1n the fleld of student government. ‘The following questlons' P . T

N

| w111 be’ asked ofvthe students, faculty and the admlnlstrator.pi__

. . g T e . .4
-
»
%

V;Do the Twelve Corners Mlddle School students belleve that
‘they are 1nvolved in thevdecls1on maklng process°- Does ,' L.
‘ ﬂft thg Twelve Corners Mlddle School faculty belidwe the students b
vv :areglnvolved in the de0151on mah#ng process° Does ‘the _g :
VB admlnlstrator of Twelve Corners Mlddle School bel;eve the .
;gstudents are 1nvolved 1n the de01s1on.mak1ng process° .' -lti-' A :
. ‘ As a‘result of . th1s study I w1ll formulate a set of - '?r\fk !
'recommendatlons concernlng student government 1nvolvement . h"v o ;.?

; : . .
/ - . . . . © .-

1n/the de01s1on maklng process. o
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. o T REASONS FOR THE $TUDY -

.- . . . . —

s - - r“é- ' . ' . - ‘/. ° . . . . .
' . I 1n1t1ated the study to assess the current status of

>

. student government at the mlddle school. As the new

-

isor bo,the student couﬁgzl’l wanted to learn ‘the Opln—‘

R . - R

_ ions of- the students, faculty ahd admlnlstratlon on a.

»

‘var1etyﬁof 1ssue§ and ﬂelt that the 1nformatlon -would be
helpful to me, as the prev1ous adV1sor retlred and left

- the communlty tO.llVe 1n'another state. Wlthout the

>

guldlng hand of someone who had done the jOb before, I .
dec1ded to* make a new beglnnlng for myself . The survey- _

,f'was one of my f1rst acts as the new. advisor. It was met

s

.w1th a great deal ‘of enthus1asm. Teachers, students and
, = e

 fhe' pr1nc1pal responded to it promptly.

Soon after I gook ovVer the student councll I dascoveFed o

-

_some serlous proplems. It seemed as, though there was a

)
. great deal of . aggthy on the part of the seventh and - elghth(

Y

_tgrade students and teacher part1c1patlon in council ac—
tivities ‘was very low. Also, there were many complalnts ;

oo v

_from students about the time counc1l meetlngs were.belng

>

¢

v,held Some of the leaders of the counc1l felt th7t they N

were not accompllshlng much, and were at loggerheads W1th
-~ <

the pr1nc1pal over several 1ssues. chegan ‘to thlnk that

the voices of complalnéythat I was hearlng were not jus€ T,"
' .comlng from tthe vocal few. - In order ‘to have -a greater

understandlng of the problem I dec1ded .to 1n1t1ate a ¢

survey* to- @ollc1t the\ oplnlons of the students, faculty
R ,

‘and adm1n1stratlon. I ?

N LY
}]

<
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From an analys1s of _the data collected T w111 make up a o E
e - . : PR
/’llSt of recommendatlons Wthh w111 be presented to both « - '

1

2

the prlnc1pa1 and the’ student coun011 for thElr consideratlon.

R
It is hoped by me, that these recommendatlons, 1f adopted,
R . I 0 .
Wlll help make thls ‘a more: effﬂftlve student government °ﬂ.? oy
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.dsmall group from among thelr number to. represent them 1ng7'

' purposes of a student gOVer ment (or council) as . Eﬁ&

1 ;George Mathers,‘"The Student Counc1l a 'Vital Force’", The

>*really goveln anythlng."', . ;A“fu T s

.\school Within the dlstrlct is the pr1n01pal ' He may

in 1ts‘publlcatlon of the St dent GOVernment Handbook trl‘

follow1ng- I l

I

Perhaps thelterm ‘student government'-ls not qulte the

proper ch01ce of words for the organrzatlon that Wlll be

- 1

examlned in thls paper., In most cases’ students dO'DOtJa i
:@—(—‘ ’ ‘ ' &
Respons1blllty for” operation of our. schools rests in

/ #

'Q Respgns1ble for the total program of-a pa;tlcular “‘do;;»

: » . - P

delegate certaln*functlons o others — teachers,rguldance':f7

\
o

counselors, and secretarles but rarely 1f ever to studentsil‘,j

-t &

What then 1s the erpose of haV1ng d student government:;ut‘

at allF Iﬁ state laws,‘the SChOOl Board the superlntendent

- PR

an@,the pr1nc1pal hav? ultlmat respons1blllty what room 18

left for the student government’> & ‘ ;Vﬂ3% e B 5i

The Natlonal Assoc1at10n of Secondary School Prlhc1pals,'

to answer that very questlo Z They 1dent1fy the general

R

/ V . L A ‘} -

l.g“vto promote the gen ral welfare of the school

>2@“f'to foster, promote, and develop democracy as a way
- of life. o , - e ' \

'3, 'to teach home, %ghool and communlty c1t12ensh1p
- : )

‘the hands of,c1t;zens of. local dlstrlcts, who select a _ "V‘Q.

Student GOVerg@ent Handbook (Washington, D. C.: Natlonal ' ﬁ

4
. o o ) -
A . " ..; - 5 - -
. - .’

. oooos . S

- Association of Secondary School Pr1nc1pals, 1967) p 116 R

'educatlonal matters. ~Th1§ group, commpnly calleq,the ' '{,*5_u”
school boérd - in g%rn chooses a professlonal educator A

{ P . ’_. L - -
(superlntendent) as 1ts executlve offlcer.' ylhuwgﬂy'g_ 3o




i ;/;' 2. encouraglng hlgh standards of scholarshlp f_:"“i’pwl':q'

o .

. . . .

. ) . . .
. .

o ’ o S "‘ e ’
4. to pr0V1de,school experlences closely related to llfe
' experiences . LA : :

L]

v5, ‘to prov1de learnlng opportunltles through the solutlon
of problemns. Wthh are of 1nterest and concern to .. .
students’ , o , . SRR - '

. . . S . s N - R S

15'6. to- prov1de tralnlng and experlence in representative co
‘ democracy . c : : o
7. to contrlbute to thé total educatlonal growth of <
: boys and girils. 2... _ - ; . N

In addftlon they suggest that each,student government f,m'f'

(or counc1l) 1dent1fy speclflc goals 1# hopes to work toWard.‘1

Y

They offer the follow1ng as- examples of what some spec1f1c"'f'
. - , .

gOals might . be.gf ST ,' B . ' &; o

' - - S '.»' o . LR

- 1. vmalntalnlng de51rable standards of school splrlt
LR student morale, and communlty prlde‘> 901 R

Y '

g

B prQV1d1ng a ineans for students to exPress the1rv7 ?/xf{l

'feellngs and opinions e _ N
4. Sponsorlng 5001al and. recreallbpal adt1v1t1es e
. K csA o 0:. . P ’

5. conductlng student counc1l‘campa1gns, electlons andy:,xv

‘ 1nstallatlons - . o , RV

6. promotlng desirable student behav1or at school and
in the communlty. , .r : . ,p - - ‘_;'—,~ S

7. perpetuatlng school tradltlons and customs . ,~¢f Co

8. 'encourrglng neatness and cleanllness of bUlldlngS' :

and grounds

9. 'ra1s1ng funds for charltable, welfare and health
'~>agenc1es.,_ R _u e AT o

n - a : o -

Qﬂé item found lacklng 1n'ﬂuagecommendatlons made by the’

f
¥ o

NatioRal Assoc1atlon of Secondary School Pr1nc1pals 1s the role_f

of the student government 1n curr1culum plannlng, development

v

_and 1mplementatlon. The overall v1ew whlch permeates th1s

> . ,‘,“

2 Ibid P N S
3 Ibid . - -6 - .t : o .
- P i o ~ ! L "-

L




a student council as adopted by the Natlonal'Ass001atlon of

- . s o
a° Lo : e

of them relegated these ec1s1ons to ohes goVernlng the

act1v1t1es program,

h11 N

a fg, such as Romeo Marquls, Ronald >

Gross, Paul Osterman:

'fmball Wlles and Harl Douglass felt -Jf?»

that the students ro!.

' 1n the dec151on maklng process was more ,55‘«"

tre act1v1t1es program. ,-'

- -
3 . M Q

hat students be actlvely 1nvolVed in . o ° o

‘Douglass'suggests

qfaculty discussions

ffferlng both observatlons and conclu51ons.

£

Klmball Wlles sa'd " When people are left out of the ,}‘ ' _f

>

2L

. *}
blllty fBr what h pens.,‘ Perhaps by rlnglngvstudents 1ntov_
- . “ Lo e » - - . -
the dec1s1on making process we can prod ce an atmosphergdwhich =

praductive. = - .f°~: el "\. "

schooI " Th y suggested that students formulate the1r ‘own "‘ I

. N ’ . % . »\
K \\
r1nc1pa1, Romeo ManUlS, saw students 1n the position

‘(v.

,plng currlculum.ln a coopsfatlve atmosphere.w1th faéulty .

d ‘A »,(‘:'i.v." : )

Secondary School Pr1nc1pals in. thelr Student Government - '~'~ ‘

. : >‘ h b




. i o ‘ ' '\— : ’ ' | ‘ - | VA.‘— | ) . ‘ ‘ b‘ | \ ‘ + N \‘.
'. . §~ ] ‘ ‘e 0, ] ‘J( ' , . . N . . . ‘ ,

. . . “" . N ! . ) e “

o . ‘ L . - ’ . ., “ o ’, . ‘ \\ Ry . ‘,, o '5; »-4-‘?_ .
. 'Han-'db«oo}{. Some of the croals mentloned 1ncluded the mal.n-' Lt e A
' . ) v ' A‘ - . ‘¢ \\ '.., N . “ .‘*,,@-.
- talnlng of a des1rable s&ool s rig- and the- cponsorlng of e L
o 4”“; Y L e ‘.a . e . ’ ‘-
. e 5001a1 and recreatlonal acthlt,,les. R P.-»Brlmm re;Lnforced e U

B e w Vs T - ¥
- L ; . S .
SRS thls nore tradltlonal [¢] _nlon by saylncr '. .the reason for AR .
l S "f’rmlng a student government 1s $o meet certaln adoleAcent A IR

. fv . - N

. Y N e .“‘ e .
IS needs: ‘He went or{“to say *that the. student government meets _
l T these needs through 1ts sponsorshlp of the act1v1t1es program T o v
C s o A . . ) . R T )
. S+ dn theu school. L e A T U
R T Dr. Fréderlck calleo the student xacthltleS program,"the - et
” . . . oL, » . <
'__‘v S thlrd currlculum. He sgz-d, "a,t the\heart of’ the act1V1t1es \ .
’ o (S ‘. At
' , prooram is: the student cove.rnment. He saw the deci51on 'm,aklné ,
) L - a . , o .‘ . D * ’
,,l' ; fble of the student cour101l as’ follows. _«.;the de0151on maklng - \
. @ ' X ‘
R 1y o o .l\ . -~ o ° 4
. SR '1espon51b111t1es of ‘the studeﬁt coun01l should be restr.lcted oA -
. o7 - ¢ = v e e . . . .
P Lo the non—credlt ourrlculum or student act1V1t1es.
l o Hopefully thlS backgrcund 1nformatlon W1ll heip 1n R ' . !
By TN . . : 5\‘.
o .unde‘rstancxlncr more fully why the- partlcular cruest.:Lons (1n thls o
' L 'survey were made. Also, 1t-. helped in t;he formu'l atlon of o 1. R
' 7 -certaJ.n conclus1cns wh;Lc;h areu':lnclud‘ed in. chapter V as part T 4 .
.‘ e @ i e * .
BRI . of the recommendatlons to the school ‘adm1n1strat§1, on. ~ . n
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L Robert L..Buser, Professor of/Educatlon at Southern Lo

‘IllanlS Un1vers1tyf 1n h1s artlcle entltled,x"Student
-Act1V1t1es 1n Schools.ef the Seventres" wh1ch appeared 1n

‘JL a bulletln of thé Natlonal Assoclatlon of Secondar School ' !

< ~ L
Pr1nc1pals adds "some - more suggéstlon;i Tbe-suggestlons . ’ M
. E=r- .

1ncluded in hlS artlcle are a result of a survey that ‘he

. took in 100 sqhools in 25 statesz Among'some of;these

.
i

L suggestlons are the follow1ng' : e L I
. 1. Clubs, Counclls and Semlnars on_‘ - - ‘ . . n
.. . ——a)- ecology . - e T IR T
. . b) - peace . SR ol - ‘ ,
R " ¢  racial heritage , . 7 . v cr e
' . . dQ‘ world affalrs , ' o ‘o ‘
" 2. -8chool- Communlty Serv1ce Groups - o e :
IR a) to serve home for the aged - | , L gﬁ‘ T
. b) ' ‘voter registration A s S
o o r¢) i clean-up and antl-pollutlon days TR T o
S ) tutorlng serv1ces . , o S =

L4 . .

3:f‘Student part1c1patlon in governlng school U

s a) _student-faculty grievance committeé = &y
b) . “student. representation. on the board of educatlon
. . . ;c)f -senior admlnlstratlon day ., -
L o) ',llberallzed role for -the student newspaper. 4 -
- — 2
L . He seems to concede that studths do have a llmlted roleb S

to play 1n the decrslon maklng prodess 1n schools today. Thls
. X
‘ 1s 1n contrast tb th§/0fflCla1 pos1tlon expressed earller of
\
the Natlonal Assoclatlon of Secondary School Pr1nc1pals.

a

Professor Buser apparently sees the, student government as an

adv1sory body both at the bu11d1ng level and the dlstrlct level.

- &

The third %rtlcle that is prev1ewed comes fronpthelbulletln

. \

by the Natlonal Assoclatlon of Secondary School Prlnclpals

e
NS

A

‘f and was wrltten by a hlgh school pr1nc1pal from Presque, Maine.

- . -
« K4

4 Robert L. BUSer; "Student Act1v1t1es in: Schools of the. '
Seventles“” (The - Bulletln Of the NASSP, Lv, Sept 1971, pp l~9 =~

¢

v ; . . ) e
. . “ . . N . 4
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'I‘he prlnclpal Romeo Marquls, ﬁlscusses how students can be' :
/ ’
1nvplved in ‘éurrlculum development. He says that the prinC1pa3, RN

who ws.shes to eonsn,der student - 1nvolvement in currlculumhmatters

. -
« ' . [

must flrst co;me to grlp w1th three basic’ preIl'IlS’GS' L s@# -
> . . , . ’
.J.. ., Curriéulum- development is not an exclu51ve functlon of
" teachers and admlnlstrators e : R

2. H,J.gh school students are relatlvely well verseC

' L currlc_ulum matters ‘ e T L.

3. Student 1nvolvement in currlculum devel“opment does. ‘not’
"méan that students will eventually dictate what- :Ls to * \
\\be taught and how to meet those pramlses.

. '\‘

. He categorlzed s’tudent J.nVolvement 1n the follow1ng marner;: ‘
1. Aﬁ hoc. currlculum comm1ttees L . e
2 §chool Communrty Councll .- R c -0 :

3. Student Counc11 on - 1nter—staff relatlonshlps

\'fh' . [

4. Student Councll on 1nstructlonal techﬂology . _ L
a) é) to deal with thes‘*plannlng of. curriculum de51gn. 5 - ‘
: ,W S N ° L
Mr Marquls does admit "that “there is 4§ome justlflcatlon for " ' .ﬂ‘;
. a ¥ . R 'T/ :
l student 1nput 1nto the dec151on maklng process 1n schools. In - ‘ ~
fact he does produce the mechanlcs for. suchl a program, “but 1t
' 1s not thé students who will make the f1nal declslons, that stJ.ll
; rests w1th the adm1nlstratlon. " ‘
T 2 ' o R .
' . . So far hé’avy empha51s on. the role of the student government 1n
'the declslon maklng process in schools has: been made. The student R
' government‘ may not be the only avallable means of student o
' expre551on for often it Can be the 1nd1v1dual student who is ’
~1nfluen01ng the dec1510n maklng process more than any formal student
: B E" ’ .
" lw, “5 Romeo Marquls, "Currlculum Development: Can Student(s be LT e
T - Involved?", (The Bulletin of the Natienal Assoc1atlon‘ of ot
- T Secondary School Prlnclpals, LVIZI, May l973) pPp ];27 131 - Lt
‘ . N . . o ’J; \. : v . ‘\ " - . ) _.
: - : . r s
. o ‘. v \.)
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. crganization. ‘ . - , . | .
. o Variouén ui,hcrs in reoent publlcatlcns have a)ivocated "open"
_“.7‘[ \ and rec«.;r;" SChools w:.th the otud’ents and “the educatlonal
' “:.ﬁ-, ._’l_ ectabushr"ent" shar\lno the power. Such a book is High 'School,
l o edlted by Roriald Gross and Paul Osterman. The predeminant phllo-

- . . ‘.sophlcal statement expressed‘ or: J.mph.ed thrmmhout t.he book is

] 1 : 4

pl _',, . the folfow:lncr A .studento must be given the ablh.ty +0o é);ercg_se
'l - control over v'hat happens to’ them at .school ’s moré spec:.flcally:,
L. .'1) students should have the rlght o go .o 1ndepenr~ent study at’

‘ - _. ; "anytlme, 2) stuc“ents should have the rlght to formulatea their own
. 'goals and how they best can go about ach:LeVJ.ng them, 3)° students

. L - .
glven access .to theJ.r own fJ.Tes and haVe contro] over who can: and

l - who cannot sée tbem, and 5) students have the rlght to have the

.o ‘ Jlterary maca21nes and yearbook5' CensorshJ.p,by spo'sors,

-

off in the future in the more . tradltlonaT dlstr.lcts J.n our

B}

:‘

l '.I‘he model that is proposed in chh School perhap ) may be‘ far

lab . Used to, operatlng in an. atmosphere of benevolent autocracy,f

. 8’ supported"by communlty, school board ahd superlntendent¢ The\

_xole. de51gned for a student goveﬂ:nment by ‘the authors of

¥ . (4

o the majorlty opJ.nJ.on. _' f"f e .

6" Ronald Gross and Paul Osterman, HJ.crh School (New York" S1mon
& ShUSter, Inc., 1971), p, 133 ' R y '

>
. . ‘. % .
: / [l - . - : LR A 1] ,,/ .
- e « * . N . i N
- » . . N
" . . N B . i
Y e . . . . o - A © . ) ,

' - H:Lcrh School is then perhaps quite unlque. It 'does not: represent

should ha’ve input J.nto teacher eva1uatlons( 4) students must bPe

freedom to declde what thev want to prlnt in student newspape:.s, ;

S cotntry The sharlng of recpon51b1]1t1es for admlnlstratlon of

the school may frlghten many pr1n01pals Far teco many of them_ are ‘.

*
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11' R. P. Brlmm in hlS book Junlor ngh School 'says that the

L

reason for formlng a student government'whlch he ‘defines as the
core of the act1v1t1es 1s to meet ‘gertain adolescent needs: - In

a)

meetlng these needs the student government (or act1V1t1es program)

A °

J : '
e an 1ntegfal pant of the ﬁverall school program; He says

kthat it "rov1des experlences in exploratlon, 1ntegrat10n and

guldance, dlfferentlated opportunltles rn accordance w1th_individual€"

W o » - ‘e
abllltles, and talents~'also 1t fac1lltates soc1allzatlon and alds

1n artlculatlon.“7. He also contends that the student govern-.

ment can foster a favorable atmosphere where faculty and *

adminlstratlon work cooperat1§ely w;th puplls in’ extra—classf T
: -
activ1t1es. In addltlon, as a resuﬁt of the act1V1t1es program

‘' ® e

students recelve recognltlon and rewards for achlevements Wthh .

' is satlsfylng psychologlcally for them. In the long .run. the

students are satlsfylng thelr greatest need .in adolescenceo—
_ N —

e the need for peer acceptance and companlonshlp.sl _ .
’ N 'Dr; Robert Frederrek Professor of Educatlon, State Unlver51ty

of New. York‘at AIbany, calls student act1V1t1es the "th;rd |

' ."currlculum At the heart of the ftudent aCtlsltles program ls,'f

fthe student government uHe Says that student counc1ls are part

t

‘vof‘educatlon for c1tlzensh1p Whlch 1ncludes the learnlng of the

follow1ng. respon51b111ty, 1n1t1at1ve, leadershlp, fellowshlp,

7:'3" P, Brlmm, The- Junlor ngh School (New York: The Center For
Applled Research, Inc., 1971) pp 282 ~283. c :
. 8 1Ibid. B
. “ . n i
’ = 12, -

- . > .

s onpag e
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student actQV1t1es. 9 . : - 3, A ‘ '
Nbllle Thompson !h her book on’ student government puts it

this way: T o \\

"Modern educatlon has an aroun the ¢lock interest \

a’cademic curriculum fails in fundamentgl ways' to -
satisfy the needs of youth. - A broader philosophy
of education accepts the total development of
young people, helplng them to. a greater extent in
- finding- themselves in relatlonshlp to the world
~around them.. L . o '

The acg1V1tlés program has become, in effect,”
.. . 'laboratory for improving human relationships as
» - well as furthering the curricular program. ;The R
- student activities program satisfes the need pf .. i
- youth; so pressing at:the junior ‘and sénior:high 3 o
school age, to identify their personal 1nterests o
- with group interests and Yo know the sense: of
security whlch comes from belonglng to a group. L~

The student government (and or clubso provldesfthe e
opportunlty for young people to choose and explore ‘
‘ problems in which they are interdsted. It encou¥- TR
~adges and helps young peo§le to do’ therr own . thlnklng,
. reach decisions, learn self-discipline, grow in respect
" for and understanding of others and deVelop qualltles‘
of leadershlp v 10 ‘ .

*

There are numerous obstacles thrown in the path of student
y

: ‘government Wthh prevent the student counc1l from functlonlng

to 1ts maximum capac1ty. In the hook Allled Actlvltles in the

Secondary School the - authors 1dentL£y flve major factors as
9 Robert W. Frederlck, Student Act1v1t1es in’ Amerlcan Educatlon
- (New. York Ths Center For Applled Research in Educatlon, Inc.,
1965) p '
10 Nellle Z Thompson, Your School Clubs (New York E P Dutton
. and Co., 1967) p 7 - v .o

-

. in’ the development of young people, .The strictly. L

-




'have the'respon51brlfty for developlng pOllCleS boncernlmg the

: regulatlons oncernlng student behav1or.: . - ; e

N W1th helplng them become more mature people " Conversely he

P

-says that, "..when people are left out of the dec1s1on maklng

1

, o Yo : ¥ e ,

L ) . b [ - . ¥ - . e .7 R
obstacles whlch prevgnt the successful functlonlnq of the A
Student government. They ares too *many restnlctlons placed

’,

on: the counc11 puplls are made the marlonettes of the faculty, .

ad t

’

adequate time. WL&hln the school day"is not/set a51de for..

counc1l meetlngs, pules are asked to“do the 'dlrty work" S A e

' N

Wthh the faculty does not Wlsh to tackle, and too much S <
N ’ R R g

authorlty is delegau§d to the.puplls 11 ' . - -
. } ) )

. The authors state that, "..the term pupll—self gOVernment

~

is a misnomer pecause it is 1mpos51bhe-from both the standp01ntw ' _j

of 1egallty and maturlty’of the puplls to g1ve them the 1mplied

¢
e

fpower, the counc1l should not attempt to take OVer ‘the school.

a - LS9

*

_Slnce the counc1l deeres 1ts powers *from the author;ty delegated

to 1t by the pr1nc1pal, such authorlty can alWays o%.recalled
by himt A2 T / S o

What then is, the respon51blllty of the student government° I v

f @a - .
Amerlcan H1gh School says that the student governmént should v /(:

operatlon of the act1V1t1és program and formulatlon of-

<

)

He feels that students should have a role in the dec151on
maklng prod@%s in schools. He says that, "If many dec1s1ons
are*shared w1th students, they assume a respon51blllty for the

program and have con&rete eV1dence that the faculty is concerned

ll Louls Kllzer, et al Allled Activities in the Secondary
School (New York Harper and Row, Inc., 1956) pp 146-147
12 Tbid, p-.168. S . -

o




RIY

- “ e i o . . . - o

;’procesti_they'know that‘they have little'responsibility ,for what:

happens.- If students feel that they are only to adv1se and do

not have axreal part in decision maklng they sopn learn that
student government is only a tool of\the admln;stratlon ande A

faculty.~ When they reach thls conclu51on, the student govern—'

:ment ceases to'be a v1tal force in the life of the school " 13

-

Harl Douglass in hlS‘bOOk, The ngh School Currlculum ‘says
/ ‘

sthat “The student counc1ﬁ should be employed to advise the

faculty in a con51derablemnumber of areas and sit in upon dis-
e E) \\ s
cussions of such problems and g1ven conclu51ons and:observatlons,

_‘Az 4

as do_the teachers.‘ Douglass then foresees the student coun01l

| . .

as being'actively'involved in the dec;slonﬂmaklng process in *

.sthOlSu This iS‘in veryfclOSe concert vith the Way'Kimball

d N

VW1les perce1ves the role of - the student government to be.

At a
. - , . A

Douglass ends by saylng,'"Through the1r 1nvolvement 1n
act1v1t1es, students" 3:1n 1n51ghts 1nto the problems in ‘the

appllcatlon\of thq pr 01ples of self government and repre-

;sentatlve democracy 1n actuals51tuatlons.’ The development of N

a SenSIt1V1ty,to some of the\problems encountered in human

relatlons in a free s061ety and a Vaanble tralnlng 1n good
o o :

”01tlzensh1p." 14 o .- .5,

hd A

Presented here was, a- rev1ew of a llmlted number of books
and artlcles wrltten on the role of student government in the

O

dec151on maklng process 1n schools. ~ The artlcles 1ncluded in

4 ‘

1}

' thlS chapter were representatlve of . many others which if they

0

-

too were 1ncluded wouldAhave made much,of what you have,read

more repet1t1ve. oo T _
. s B "“

l3 Klmball Wlles, The Changlng Currlculum of the Amerlcan H1gh .
School (Englewood Cliffs: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1963) pp 205-206

’14 Harl R. Douglass,. The High School Currlculum " (New York-

The Ronald Press Co., 1964) p 523-24.

flﬁﬁugs
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CHNPTER III' - METHODS AND PROCEDURE
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» .- ! - . METHODS j_AND-"?ROQEfoRE'VS R

The purpose of thls lnvestZQatlon was to determlne student,

9 - - ;o

' faculty, and admlnlstratlon responses to selected questlons'_,
dealing w1th the operatlon of the student government at a

Y » o S

partlcular mlddle school. —_ ' _" ‘ o T

¢

1

This chapter is prlmarlly concerned w1th the procedures

o

used to gather the necessary data. Flrst,.the sample populatlon

is descrlbed Secondly, the~constructlo%.of the measurlng dev1Ce_

» . 5oL
T is dlscussed. A descrlptlon of the admlnlstratlon and scorlng

.-

of the. measurlng deV1ce is also. 1ncluded. : e e

&, ’ Co : ~ Z ° '

Populatlon o _ ;v.u ; '

0

. o oo . - s . PR . o N . b
N T N A GE O N SR G = - G N &N am am -
) ; . : T . . . ‘ I . - ' . )
- . _v‘ ' . . . . . 4 -
. N N 1 A ~ .

|

\ All the students~1n th1s study attend the same mlddle school.v,f
.. R
It 1s one of two mlddle schools (grades 5~ 8) that serves a ﬂ‘yru‘

communlty of approx1mately 4,400. The communlty in wh1ch the
'school 1s(located is§ an upper middle class suburb Dist¥ict e

students have con51stently scored hlgher on standardlzed

i ¢ .

tests than any other school d1str1ct 1n the same’ county.

The teachers of“these‘students haVe a w1de range of X ..w

teachlng experlence and tra1n1ng.: The school, and the dlstrlct

\Es_a whole has a low turn over ‘rate. More“that 83% of the

‘tea hers employed at‘thls school are on tenure.w A1l the

teache s had the1r B. S.- or equlvalent degree xsllghtly

|

|

~over 60%\have rece1ved'an-M.S or 1ts equlvalent.. .' \\

Y
¥

w'
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{
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c.




il

e v

T . N 3 . e
. . - . Lo .

t

him 1n the Same manner as noted above. He spent‘five minutes

on it and returned 1t to mef 1mmedlately.v

The pr1nc1pal of the school 1nVolved in th1s study gQVe
approv?l for the study in. November 19%4.. The"agreement wlth
the_prrpc;pal 1ncluded’only\two.prov1slons:’ R . _‘i
‘l. No ﬁentiongof theaﬁames of'the”school,’students,..L .

or teachegS 1nvolved would be made, v

2. ‘The faculty approve of such a study.

l, Social studles teachers in the school were de81gnated as

¢ R a -

‘admlnlstrators of rthe measurlng ﬂeV1ce to the students. A
- 25 mlnute brleflng w1th them to d1scus% the objectlve, eXplaln '

the questions and pass out questlon sheets and IBM score .

sheets was’ held‘ They admlnlstered the measurlng devace to

each of thelr own social. studles classes on one day.
* \—\——f' .
I admlnlstered the measurlng dev1ce to the faculty. 'It

¢

- was done “at’ one tlme and - admlnlstered to: all t e faculty meﬁB ers.

P

I dellvered the pr1nc1pal's copy pPrsonally. I briefed

Cy ’;—4 - [

.ou

T TR opoze
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\

‘collected may’ help to 1mproVe the structure of’the student

\

Lt 2 A _ »
_ In analyzlng th1s data it should be p01nted out that thls
L4
was a prellmlnary study whlch could eventually lead 1nto a

' more deF;nltlve research as/}gnment “Eventually the. data

i

&
’ -

gOVernment at th1s school. L .

leferences of 15% or. more between faculty-student e

responses and between flfth and 51xth graders and seVenth

. coa

- . F

" and elghth graders were 1dent1f1ed for ana1y51s.. Flfteen

R ,
percent was - selethd because most dlfferences were much.QéSs

. than th1s flgure or flfteen percent and more. No attempt .

\ N 4

‘was -made to determlne statlstlcally s1gn1f1cant d{fferences
)

as thls is a pre11m1nary study to help th1s school 1ook at_
its student government. | _"'_ _ "F,‘ :,, R '“j)'

N —~

o Out OfSthlS analys1s w111 come. a %1st of recommendatlons -

that will be made to- the school pr1nc1pa1 and to the student

counc11. tThey w111 be able to view data from each other for

'
<«

the flrst t1me and' make dec151ons baSed on_ more than justia

- .

guess work . _ P . . T o L

-

' Comments on’ responses from faculty whlch
: dlffer 51gn1f1cahtly;from those‘of students

A comparlson of the responses from ‘the flfth and sixth

graders and the faculty for. 1tem 2 1is qulte[%nterestlng.

In answerlng the questlon, "our student counc11 deals w1th
1mportant 1ssues,'.on1y 38.7% of the faculty agreed, whereas ;
60 5%. of ihe fifth and s1xth thought that the,student councll

" dealt w1th 1mportant 1ssues. The dlfference of :121.8% p01nt&

'~ may be due to the dlfference in 1nterpretat10n of the

meanlng of .thé term, 1mportant. What may be a high priorityh

% L - v

001332

*
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RS “ - -

. . 1ssue for an_ adult faculty member may have a low standlng
L © o
lf W1th a 10 o:r: ll year old. o \N

‘ The faculty overwhelmlngly (83.6%) said they were 1nterested

in student counc1l a%t1v1t1es but they’ apparently do not

*

_thlnk the counc1l~deals with 1mportant 1ssues.

o ’ By

‘A Vast majorlty of the faculty (81. 6%) thlnks that student e
counc1l meetings should be held durlng the school day whlle " ;;;?,‘

'less than half of the students feel that student counc1l

‘ day. There needs to be. some dlscu551on on thls p01nt to

- 4

' . meetlngs should be held durlng the regular scheduled school

+ find out the reasons, why the two groups dlffer so greatly.

Item number l9 states that, "Student council-: serves as a ') -
llnk between students .and admlnlstrators" By a sllm : '

A : s

majorlty, 55 1% of the faculty feels ‘that the student counc1l
R serves as a llnk with the admlnlstratlon. It should be ' '

l o ‘.' p01nted out that th e bulldlng pr1n01pal checked yes to thls

questlon.‘ The students dld not feel that thlS ,was true as -
) fifth and sixth graders and seVenth and elghth gave a- rela—’

tlvely low score to. this p01nt (31 7% and 35 7% respectlvely)
4 .
'In order to reach any kind of conclu51ons about th1s data

A i

further research 1§»needed

In answer to the questlon, "Student ﬁgun01l glves to

char1t1es", the faculty responded W1th a. 69 3% p051t1Ve'

-~ ‘

ratlng as compared to, the relatlvely low pOSlthe ratlng

[

- glven by the flfth and 51xth graders, in fact 47 8%40f them- ,.iﬁT"

~-responded that they dldn't know. This. may be due to their

being new to the/school and not havin part1c1pated 1n'a S
g . 8 (S‘ 9 g / - L Pt

1'various’fUnd raising”drives. ThlS 1nd1cates a better job of

publlclzlng char1table act1v1t1es of the student counc1l is “ié*h

- . ,:(.) . a“/_,,' ’ .. ) - 27 - )
S ' ' v : 000,




. . b,‘ .
LI -~ . " »

Only 18 3% of the. students thought that the pr1nc1pal was
e apathetlc towards the student Coun011 whereas 45 5% of the - ST
| faculty thought that the pr1nc1@al was apathet1c towards the
EWCOUDCll.’ MOre study is needed to fin out why so many more - )
f:faculty members thought the pr1nc1pal was apathetlc tOWards
~the student counc1l. S T o e

S ‘ For 1tems 31 and 32 there were a large number of students

who d1d not: know whether the super1ntendent and the schoolA
L 3

a board were obstacles to student 1nvolvement dn the dec1s1on

~
»

maklng process or not, (seventh and e1ghth graders 48 l% -

‘and 43. 3% respectlvely, and from the f1fth and s1xth graders

A

a 44% and 40% )

Uit

o . Comments on 5th and 6th graders responses Whlch o :
AR ‘differ s1gn1f1cant1y from 7th _and 8th graders ‘ -

In response to item number 2, "Out student counc1l deals V

;i W1th 1mpo£%ant-1ssues“ 40% oﬁ”the seventh and'elghth graders -
i responded posltlvely, whereas 60% of the f1fth and slxth B
graders responded favoraﬁhy; Perhaps OVer -a four year perlod
_1n the middle school the students change thelr m1nds over f
”lwhat constltutes 1mportant 1ssues.- V | | |
The rather low pos1t1ve response to ‘item number 3 by the
'seventh and e1ghth graders is anterestlng.' Only 27% of them -
" seemed to be@satlsfled Wlth the student counc1l while 48. l% ; T
of the f1fth ‘and s1xth graders 1nd1cated satlsfactlon w1th | |
- the student councrl In other-words, a little more than one ,:A
- fourth. of the seventh and eighth graders are satlsfled W1th ’;

the counc1l s performance and less than half of the flfth

-
>

and s1xth graders. .

00034 .




. as be1ng apathetlc towards the student counc11. Thls flgure

o i3 . v

| More seventh and e1ghth graders (64 9%). than|f1fth and |
s;xth graders (45%) felt that(the student council should meet . . Q
during the regular school day. .Ehls 1s ‘a dlfference of 19.9%.
k Only 29. 2% of the flfth and 51xth graders view teachers
ralses to 44 4% at the - seventh and-elghth grade. Apparently : B
‘ somethlng happens 1n those three or four years to change |

,the minds of the students towards this p01nt. A p0551b1e

k]

~explanatlon of thls mlght be that more flfth and 51xth

grade teachers are actlvely 1nvolved 1n student government

Flfth and s1xth graders v1ew the pr1nc1pal as not be1ng A
vlapathet1c towards the counc11 (29 2%) On the other hand,

- 44~ 4% of the seventh and e1ghth graders v1ew the pr1nc1pal :

as be1ng apathetlc towards the cohnc;l.: In both casés a
nmajorlty of the students do feel that the prlnlcpay 1s not
,apathetlc towards the counc11. No remarks'were made to me

by the. studentSDln answex to th1s questlon. The bulldlng "o .

pr1nc1pal in thls response to. thls questlon sa1d that he was

" not" apathetlc towards the counc1l
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SUMNARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Summary

t -

| Purpose of the study R B o ‘M“_ e

The purpose of this study was to determlne student
faculty and admlnlstratlon v1ewp01nts on various ques—';

'tlons related to student involvement in the decL51on

@ N

maklng process.' The data will be used to inform studentsf

1

faculty and admlnlstratlon about each others' v1ewpo:nts.

Y SRR
- A set of recommendatlons was formulated from the data.

—

The datg collected w1ll also serve as. a bas1s for a

- more definitive research ass1gnment sometlme 1n the

23

o future.

. The sample : '-”.‘{ _ - S l_. o /'

L}

- Seven hundred andts1xteen students, forty n nefy
faculty members and one admlnlstrator part1c1pated in 7'¢

"this study." ThlS was a llmlted -case study, no attempt

was made here - to, make generallzatlons from the Sample

‘tested to any other populatlon.

2 v . ) ) . . B ) i '- - . .
The method -~ o _ ,_&1 S o - , o

»

‘A questlonnalre contalnlng 37 1tems, Wthh ‘was -
de51gned by the Pepartment of Research anduEValuatlon
of the Publlc Schools of the DlStrlCt of Colebla

was used. Responses: to the questlonnalre were recorded

on'I{B;M 'scOring sheets. For, purposes of analy51s

'the groups used were, 361 seventh and elghth graders,

3
¥

o= 30 -
00037

. : b S




g

\2.

3.

1.

: maklng process. (Item.12).

;t;}i' There were some dlfferences between each of'the
. ‘groups.> In the case of" the, "Faculty responses

"El - Wthh dlffer from students by more than 15%

[

Lo (yes s)", there were 13 1tems “on the survey

}; '_4 where there was -a dlfference of 15% or

‘ -

. greater. The fifth and s1xth graders dlffered

from the seVenth and elghth graders by more

than 15% on 7 1tems from the survey, , -fn ¥

R ; . kY ) { . emon!
A Few Concludlng Remarks on The Questions Presented in SRR
the, "Statement of, the Problem.".1 . oy ‘V*:@ng, '

- v o

Ny
<3

-

£}

In response to the flrst questlon, "Do the. TweIVe Corners
»Mlddle School students belleve they are 1nvoIVed in the
de0151on maklng process’"' the anSwer is no.' 53.3% of
the seventh and e1ghth graders felt that they are not

1nvolved in the decrslon maklng process and 50. 4% of the‘

) P
flfth and ‘'sixth graders felt that they are not: 1nVO1ved ¥
~ B

in the dec1s1on maklng pr%:ess. tItem ll)n

P N S Y
, . 3

-

A majorlty of the faculty (57 1%) agreed w1th the students

. that they are not 1nvolVed fn the dec1s1on maklng process. :

e o # <

(Item ). SR : -7 T

In contrast toj thls the pr1n01pa1 felt that the- students
(

are 1nVDlVed Ln the de01s1on maklng process. But he
. ' ?

i sa1d that he dld not want them 1nVOIVed 1n the dec1510n

P
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6.

8.

9.

10.

7g‘ The facﬁlty and the students do not feel the p¥1n015¥1 o

o

CONACLUS.IONS"_ R e

Students do not . feel that they have aAvolce in the !%%;;'; B i;v r,f

dec1s1on ﬁé?lng process. (survey 1tem 11) L jéﬁﬁf?%ﬁ’gh;\ gé'
o Seventh and elqhth graders are- d1senchantedWW1th the \}*;'.i ; hﬁ%.
‘ performance of the student 00unc11 (survey 14%\M3) ;?." [flz K

“rhe’ faculty has‘gxpressed a hlgh 1nterest in the ' f;: ’ ’

activ1t1es of the student council (survey 1tem 5) ;ﬂ )

The pr1nc1pa1lexpressed a hlqh 1nt§rest 1n the PRI

act1v1t1es oftthe student'counc11 (ﬁurVey 1te;%;) E

The faculty-feels that the student cZan11 sollc1ts ”"‘ffjifA §.°

students oplnlons (survey 1tem 17) L 4ﬁ‘_; ;ﬂ;ﬂ"\;‘;“

The stuqents do not feel that the Counc11 sollcrtdb~. ’;‘ /.“

student's oplnlonq (survexlltem 17) y ’ ﬂ;*§‘§&“ -

wants the students 1nv01VEd 1n the d1c1s1on mak;hg lﬁ?
process (surveyyltem 12) | | | | ..;5;
The princ1palf% / !
the dec151on maklng process h “r

- between the.students ~and. admlnlstratlon ;(sﬁrveytitédeQ).‘.. 'ffél B
'a T ‘7'
.
.
| 'S
;abathetic'tOWards'the'council . (surve 41tem 27) i o
Fifth and s1xth graders do not thlnk e teachers are \ :
apathetic. towards the counc11 (surV item 27). >
’ i -
: : ' o™
LIRS ‘ [
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o ',ﬁ;"*' Con¢1u51ons based on a-majorlty of yesg%
I respanses to the"” 1tems 1ndrcated. -

G - ) - s

e

"°The pr1nc1pa1's responses come from his- survey

AR N . . . . .. . RN RS s

L Further Research is. Negded' ° =

o T g e . ] |
.- Item 2 - Our student counc11 deals w1th 1mportant issues. -

K} »DA"

, /. e
: Item 27 - Teacher1 pathy is an obstacle to student 1nv01vement
‘ 1n the'dec151on maklng process.l; ‘ SR R
\ e . D e f P
. g Item,28 - The pr1nc1pa1'Suapathy 1s an o stacle to'%tudent

- -
FS.

[ . Y.

* Further research is, needed based on my domments
contained in the Sectlon on the analys1s of the
data col]ected : O N .
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,‘,stLdentvcounc11 as a. llnk between the stvdents and the

RECOMMENDATIONS *

'Discussion'shOuld ke initiated in order to decide.on‘ d -
the'hect tine to holdchuncrl’heetings. The prlnclpal

.and the teachlng staff should be consulted before a
dec1slon 1= made.i (1tem 7, 8) o ‘ , . .,; S -

A memo shculd be dlstrlbuted to the faculty and the ' . f[»

.

”stuaent body 1nform1ng them of the varlous charltleSf

.that the student councll gives to. (1tem 20) R TP
'A.prlorlty ratlng shoulﬁ be given to the items tha?“ Coa )

. the counc11 oeals y}th. They should be, ranked in.

‘Qrder of anortance...Thls will show what 1ssues th?” L

- council feels are 1mportant. (1tem 2) o _

~The student counc11 pre51dent and the adziigr should ’

" meet on a regul, ‘asls w1th the principal. The .?

R

.purpose.of'these:meetings would be'to.open.uﬁ lines d%; .

v

~—t

communication between the pr1nc1pa1 and the student {

;body"\The goal here is to enH&nce the role'bf the ,"

R -f
adnlnlstratlon. (1tem 19)

w
L
b

',@ome roon representdtlves should communlcate thelr

r

home rooms better. Mlnutes of the coun011 meetlngs
should be read in each home room. Issues that.were
' brought up at the counc11 shoqu be dlscussed. Thls
Ve

would perhaps open up lines of'communlcatlon aﬁd make

C g

klnformatlon on counc11 activities more readily

available. (1tem 10)

.,

4




Do ’ . .

L . EECOMMENDATIONS

-@ 2

y6. vThekstudent body should ‘be polled frequently 1n order B

to SOllClt thelr oplnlonsvon varlous 1ssues. (1tem l7)

| 7“)4jSome 1nformatlon on the act1v1t1es of the student-

'counc11 should be 1ncluded in the Student Handbook s

glven to 1ncom1ng‘f1fth and 51xth graders. (1tems 15-25)

The counc1l and the adv1sor should‘lnltlate san:

- r

'.1nvest1gat13n in order to flnd out why so few seVenth
and elghth graders are pleased W1th thé act1V1t1es of
the councrl. ther thls survey ‘is completed corréct1Ve

actlon can be taken. It is not known what actlon can

.
e e — R o

‘ beltaken at thls p01nth (1tem 3) .“4t4- f‘ ‘ y

.

/

Why so many more seventh and exghth grade studénts .- 7.
than flfth and 51xtb bellaye that the faculty 1s_ﬁ

'apathetlc towards the coun01l When these reasons

are dlchVered, correct1Ve,actronﬂcan then be

g

1n1t1ated. (1tem 27) C

10. ~The counc1l should ask ‘the pr1nc1pal why he does not o

L

. want them 1nvolved in the dec1slon maklng process.

(1tem 12) . "'

I The counc11 and the advisor shouldp—lnvestlgate(;go See '
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. SURVEY

STATEMENTS ABOUT STUDENT GOVERNMEN'? oV

- R YES 'NO DON!T KNOW

. Student cbuﬂcil'is important5

Our student counc11 deals w1th o - ’,
1mportant issues. . : S ‘
I am satisfied with our student - - . SN .
council. - o S
- The faculty.and\adminiStration take 'i S 'qd\ ,
council decisions seriously. ‘ . o L
I am 1nterested in coun011 R o - 8 -
agtivities. '\ S ' ) , .
) - g -

. The student coun011 meets frequently ' - e @
enough . s , . ' :»\;; P .
* . The student counc11 should meet \C/ SR i

dur1ng school hours.". - - ' e, :

T
12,
An,v13}

14.

‘The Board of Education wants students N
"1nvolved in the dec1s1on maklng. C

The student council should%meet"

‘either?before orwafter‘schoel.

Homeroom" representatlves should- recelve"

credits for belng on the student council.

¢+

Information on coun011 act1V1t1es is ,
adequate. S . S . S . .

.Students at our school are 1nvolved in
Vthe dec1s1on maklng process.l » :

The. principal wants students 1nvolved in the
de01s1on maklng., ,
The_superlntendent wants students

involved in tle decisiOn'making.




. - ) . . . | T, . .. . SURVEY - ‘ s ) . . . -
| U STUDENT - COUNCIL ACTIVITIES
. ' ) I I - YES NO. DON'T-KNOW '
. 15. Don't Kmow. - ., o -
l" ‘16. P1ans~sch‘ool fund raising, activities. ; e ]
. .17. Sollc1ts student s oplnlons. T . *
..k ' 18. SponSors assembly programs. | B )
» 19 Serves as link between students and -
_ . admlnls trators . - : /g . :
l 20. ‘Gives to char:l.tles.
21. 'Sponscrs school newspaper. | . .
' ' \’ 22, Partlclpates in student exchange
- program. . . N )
23. Assists faculty i. - €. monltors,v . S ' T
. . ushers, ete. . : e
‘l 24. Plans year book. '- T ’ :
) 25. Purchases needed 1tems for the school, ‘.”‘\
. ' i. e.,flag. - R -
. Lo R 0 o
l . 26. Nothing
. ooy . - . . j
T . [+ ¢
i ,
I
i - |




1 -
I ‘ SURVEY .
- | PROBLEMS STATED AS OBSTACLES O STUDENT L e
. e INVOLVEMENT IN'THE DECISION MAKING PROCESS e -
. .. . 1 ) . . o ‘ .- ) -, . ) o . . .
87 o I R , YES NO DON"T KNOW
l o 27, Teacher Apat_hy. . S o N L L o ‘_ | R
28. BF¥incipal's Apathy. - B ’
l 29. -,Student's Apathy - ' X S - V‘_ ,
-30. Poor channels,of communlcatlon. o . o Tk v
. 31 Superlntendent. o R W
. 32. Board of Education.’ _ ) S
- “ -
33. . Ineff:.clent Student Coun011 "
' - 34, Lack of Student assemblies. L I . R
e - °35, . Large enrdllment.. L ._ o S o
' : 'D 36. TLack of extra teacher tlme to work with e - T
L students. W’ . L R , B
| Lre o « S
i S |
| - - i '.‘a» “ . . . . ) . : ) - ' ) <
. Survey 1s modeled after article: "Student InVOIVement" produced by '
@ the Department of Research and Evaluation of the Public Schools . of
the Dlstrlc't of Columb;La, 1973. . v
' : _ » R ,
. - : AN
K .
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‘wo

The follow1ng recommendatlons were accepted by the pr1nc1pal

and the studenit council. = . R 'f f=f?%

[y

1. .K-meetlng time‘was agree@ \up;on, l’l:30 A.M.v J : :
2? A memo was prepared and dlstrlbuted . 'tfgw'f
3. A prlorlty‘rank order is glVen to 1ssues before N
'the counc1l. Thé offlcersbof the counc1l'are-’-
’-charged Wlth th1s responslblllty.; ’
e A meeting between the)prlnc1pal and the student C i
| cJan1l presldent 1s held every other Tuesday. o o )
"5, ‘_Mlnutes of the,counc1l>meet1ngs are be;ng read in - '( .
| _every homeroom. = = B S f'v S, :
'6.‘..In the planninotstaée;
7. ﬂ,Informatlon on counc1l act1V1t1es w1ll be'placed
'1nlnext years student handbook. |
8. ‘ o f

Board of Educatlon, in contract negotlatlons w1th the
';teachers.unlon refused to offer monetary compensatlon

- position.

,Invthe plannrng‘stager
'9.'> In“the planning stage.
Recommendatlon ten was acceptéd by,ﬁhe counc1l but rejected
by the pr1nc1pal. He d0es not wish to dlscuss with them the

role of students %n the dec1s1on maklng process “in schools.
- o _
The pos1tlon of faculty adV1sor to the studeht council was

abolished In all mlddle schools and the hlgh school. “The

local .
for the
They asslgned the dut1es of the adV1sor to the

prlntlpals of each respectlve bulldlng. The teachers negotia—

tions ‘commisttee accepted this . clauSe in the contract desplte -~

-

-

-

‘)(”)5“) : ; . f_. l. li V.f‘;. ;;:
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- much opposition. Their reaéoninQJWQs that th

s

éy'had'to give .,

. . e . ) . : [ .
ground on this issue in order ‘to achieve agreement on other

parts of the contract they deemed "more important". . .
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