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MASSACHUSE‘TTS BAY COLONY .
rom .

* FOUNDING TO REVOLUTION |’
' Thelma Gruenbaum

-

- o

- , By the year 1641, ‘80,000 people had crossed the Atlantic Ocean
A 17th century, voyager has recorded:, -
’ Y

from Europe to America.

"When the ships have we;ghed anchor for the last .time, then both

the sea voyage and the misery begin in earnest. For .fronf there, the

ships often take eight, nine, ten or twelve’

n

Shipbqard companions were heard to cemmént.;o}."Oh;\if-only I were
back at home, even lying
once had a piece of good

in my pig sty...o..Ah, dear God, if I only

bread or a good fresh drop of water."
from "The Colonial Experience" by D. Hawke

’. [
US OEPARTMENT OF HEALTH.
EOUCATION A WELFARE - _~ . ~
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF
EOQUCATION
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drawing of a model,
“of the Mayflower,
a 17th century
sailing_,vessc;,l°
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The Mayflower held 180 “tuns" (or double hogsheads of wine)
The length of the ship was no more .than 80 or»90 feet
Since motors had not beeri invented, the ship was powered by

sails hung from masts,

Steering the boat. was the job of a sailor ,

who stayed down in the bottom of thé .boat
he was going.) An‘dfficer watched through -
and called down orders,

nd could not see where
n open hatch (window)-

‘The man below steered with a whipstaff

Steering wheels had not’

(a. beam of wood attached to Fhe tilier),"
~ been ifivented yete. «A- cbmpass was used to find out which direction
. they were sailing, but prec1se and comp11cated equipment was not

- yet in use.. | -
, - o - N | .
_ o ) , ) -
S - R :
T, drawing of compass
d with fleur-de-lis &
at North and cross .
r - at East -

-~

On such a’ 1ong voyage undertaken -in such a sma11 boat, the

o . . 00004

A @/aa, Mo [//J"/¢

+ The Mayflbwer 11 anchored at Plymouth, Masgsachusetts or
see the scale mode1 of Mayflower II at the Museum of bc1ence, Boston.

. colodnists encountered many problems.. Find out what some of the’
wo . d1ff1cu1t1es were and how the colonists resolved themx
t\ : . v
o
- 1) How wak ﬂ@od prepared on shlpboard and wh1ch foods were _
- avalgg hat problems were caused by 1acksof food or )
g abillty,of clean drinking water? -
38 T 2) wq§t was scurvy and why did it appear on long voyages'> How
5 _ 1d it be cured?" ‘
g 3) Name some other dlséases wh1ch appeared durJ.ng -the voyage'?
o 4) what wete. some of . the reasons ‘that people came to Amer1ca°
z‘ ) 5) Name some of the occupations of thg colonlsts who came TN
. a . 6) How did people come’ who had no money to ‘pay - for their -
. % passage? Were there many who came this way? . ‘;
’g 7) The Massachusetts Bay Colony had a "charter" for maklng a
o - settlement. - Explaln what this . meant , . 7 e
> . . - , .
ko] LY 1 -~ . . .
3' ' ) - 300/(5‘ jb @QL Sy - )
? Morison, - ‘Samuel Eliot, The Story of the. %d Qolony of New Plymou;h,
o Knopf, New York, 1956 ‘
g ' " Hawke, Dav1d Thg,Co; onial Experlence, Bobbs-Merrlll, Ind1anap011s, N
~ - 1966 .
e Miller,: John Ces 'The Calonial Image, George Bra2111er:’N.Y. 1962
%3 Upham, Stuart, The Illystrated Story of How Mayfl r II was Built,
w . Pllmoth Plantation, Plymouth, 1960 j
& May, We Ev% A Hlstory of Marine Navigation, We We Norton, N.Y. 1973 .
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-~ 2) Name some reasons for 1ocat1ng the v111age near the water?

‘Colby, Jean Poindexter, P11moth Plantablon, then ayg;now, Hastingé\

“ O T

N -

,1) ‘What do you thlnh was the purpose of having a stockade and fort?

-

R SIS
»

Plymouth Plantatlon had a number of,houses owried by men who came
over on the Mayflower. The fol 1ng st tells the occupation of

.-each house owner when he first arrived at Plymouthx : S

o

. Howlandr steward-servant
Bréewster: printer,’ publisher, and ru11ng elder " , j
Warren and- HopklnSA(occupatlons not known) , C
Fuller; deacon and phy&ician Y S
Bradforda silk weaver, (later he was Governor)
MCookes,” wool comber . o

> Alden: cooper ¢ - L.
Standishs military leader o : _ lﬁ
winslow: printer (and later, held office) N - :

@

: , oy .
1) The list above. tells.the trades of many of the colonists ‘who
_ came over on the Mayflower. Looking at the map of’ Plymouth

j‘ above, ' what would you say was the Er1nc1E§ occupatlon of "the
) colonlsts? |

2) Do you see any specialized shops (such as a blacksmlth's, etc.)?
How do.you thlnk,that people got the everyday artlgles they a

ded?
neede | L ‘\\\‘

- . A $50K ‘7“0 @!adc

Mouse, New (York, 1970

N
A

Id

Plimouth Plantation, Plymouth.Massachusetts or

see the scale model of Pllmoth Blantation at the Museum of;ﬁcience .
. b
SR - 00005 ¢
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- %
.5) How large were the houses? Describe the wlndows. Was~there any

g ‘ ) — - o .
Y0 =

\ B . L N

—— -

The sketch above shows:a typical house of the 1620°s. Note the

roof and chimney and the shape of the house.,

1) How many rooms did early houses have° When a room was added on.'
‘'where was it "located? Explaln the meanlqg of the term Ylean-~-to"
- or "leanter“ .

~ o
2) What materlals were used to build houses’ For the chimney, for
the roof? Which materlalsgwere more f1reproof°

t ea311y obtqgned how were the houses,
ils? -

3) Slnce iron for nails was n
built without the“use of n

.4) Descrlbe the uses of the: f1repﬁace. When there was.more than one

room, where was: ‘the fireplace in relatlon td the rest of the rooms?

£

advantage to having 1ow ceilings and .small wlndowsg o g -
6) Why was there so“11tt;efurn1ture° Where did they get their furn
’ iture? it
< q .
R )‘oM S )

FltCh, James MarSton, American Bu11d1ng17the H1stor1ca1 Forces that
"shaped it, Homghton leflln, Boston, 1966 -~ '

Langdon, William Chauncy, Everyday Thlggs in American, Life, 1607- 1776,
Scrdibner's, New York, 1937

gow,_Gébrge, Everyday Life in the Mass. Bay Colony, _Ben Blom, e

: New York, 1967 -

S Qlaces © Uisit

See the houses at Plimoth Piantation-.

»Seé‘the exhibit on thatching a root and coopering a barrel at’ the

Museum of Science, Bostom
For a view of earlier housing, visit Ploneer V111age at Salem, Mass,.
For 1ater housing which was more luxurious, see Sturbridge Vlllage.

- See Paul Revere's house in Boston (Revolytionary era) =~ . < -

Look at the colon1a1 room sett;ngs at the Museum of Flne Arts, Boston.

S e 00006
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The sketcHes show costumes for.men and women 'in the 17th and 18th
century (or Plimoth andEntur\rldge). Because clothing had been brought
over on the boats from Europe, then handed down from parent tethlld,
cloth1ng styles tended to cHange' very‘llttle over the years. A's you.
can see from the sketches, there is gome change in costumes in the:
two’ centur1es. Try to find the answers .to the folI%wlng questions..

1) what do you think explaing the: change Jpem S1mp1e Clothing in tHe
. 17th century to more elaborate clothlng in the 18th century?

2) Which. is the servant? Hén do h1s clothes dlffer frgm the clothlng
- WeIrn by the others° His hat? His shoes? .

3) wWhat mater1a1s were used in mak1ng ClOthlng’ R

4) For éach of the follow1ng matérials. (wool, 11nen, 1eather) find
‘. out some of the Steps involved for. making a garment from the raw
" product. - ' . . -

S)IColonlsts are often shown in books wearlng dark and .drab colorgb
~ This is wrong. Plants and flowers were used to produce a wide array
.- of warm and glowing telors. Find out how yellows, browns, reds, . and

" blue colors were produced. Which cogbr had to be made from a dye?

.ft,JBOOAf 740-72?Au42 NI g

warwick, Edward, and FltZ' .Henry C. Ear_y Amerlcan Costume, The century
Company, New York, '1939. : -
b

@Jaa; % Z//-Wé - -

. see people dressed 1n 17th and 18th ceLtyry costumes at P11moth and

ﬁsturbrldge. - . ) . e

0

.»di . (N)§"37'.‘ N .n - . !;xfj

. "
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Make a, 11st of foods which were available in colonial t1mes by think-
1ng about ways in whlch the colonlsts could obtain food.

+ _— -

?

\\/ '1)What foods could be found growing wild? Llist berries and nuts

y Guide by T. Gruenbaum (1975)

~

“"Before 1776" Seud

which were found growimg wild in the New England woods., . e

2) What seeds could be pianted for food? How was farming done? ‘
What equipment was available? What fertilizers were used? o~

3) What wild animals were hunted for food? What domestic an1ma1s
did the colonists have? Whlch/were used for food? @by ok

J
. 4) what £ish could be found in the ocean and r1vers7
T T 5) How were"foods preserved in summer? In winter?> What ‘could be‘done

to :prévent meat from spolllng7 " -

6) where could sugar be obtained? What .other things

, . were used as sweeteners? - N,
Y S| Howvas ‘salt used in the colonial households7

From the fellowing lists of foods ava11ab1e 1n early colonial t1mes,

try to make up some menuS,s..fOor a summer day, a winter day,, or .
' for the voyage to AmericCaseceses

Bacon, beef, butter, cheese, eggs, fowl, 13mb, milk, port, veal,
v wild game*”cod herring, mackerel, salmgn, sturgeon, barley,

beans, bran. cabbage, carrots, corn, rye meal, oats. parsnips, -
\ peas, pumpkins, squash, turnips, wheat; apples, berrles, honey,

ra1s1n_—su§ar, v1negar. ‘biscuit, salt,; sa1ad oil, porrldge,

A

splces. . S
Notice that many common foods such as potatoes are missing. Aiso,
many of your favorite vegetables and other favarite foods are not
11sted....aws1mp1y because they were not available,

T Qooks o Rk

7

1

O

- Dow, George Everyday Life’ in Mass, Bay Colony > g "
—June Platt's New England Cbokbook , - . 3 -
' Vill homas Y. Crowell,

0

‘New York, 1969 . , / . ,

)@laa: Sto ’U/i‘cz ) PR

ntation and’ Stufbrldge Village where you can see cooKing

bllmot

~

v . 3' -
. " ( . Y

PR s U - . i

place.,

‘done . in brlck\ovens, on the hearth or in a pot hdng in the: fire- ,

3 ~ Noe0008. e

/
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o Crope A

Before stores or shops were bullt in. Amerlca, goods had to be
“brought over by the colonists on the boat when they came or else
ordered from England (and taklng months to arrlve ) The ' cdlonists
found that 'by taking materials at hand and ‘by using their Yankee

ingenuity, they could make for themselves most ‘of what they needed.

‘Consider this 11st of natural products and waste products all
available to the colonists: : e : -
wood, stone, berrles, fats, ashes, an1mal sklns, sheeps wool,
" straw, clay, fruits,; and plants....o.-. T

.-

How did the colonists recycle or use the o
Above products_to make the following ‘things:
) Candles” =~
2) Houses , ’ - L N
#,3). Soaph : oLt -
.«+4) Vinegar . T
. ~ 5) shoes -
Al ' ) \ N é
\‘ * p
g ¢ )

#
E—

Knowing the Purltan att1tude‘toward work and 1e1spre and,the1r

insistance’ that time, be spent'1n~a practlcal way, ‘it is not surprising

that there were few artists 'in colonial times. We do, however, find

portraits, maps, and fine s1lver utens1ls from colon1a1 days. —
1) What was the purpose of hav1ng ‘silver d1shes and utens11s when*

everything else (clothing, food, hous1ng) was s1mple, not luxurlous?

2) What practical purpose did art serve?

3) what are the dlfférences between ear11er portra1ts and 1ater
portra1ts°

Glubock,‘Shlrley, Home ‘and Ch11d Life in Colonial. Days, Machllan
Langdon, W. C. Everyday Things in American Life '

_ @Uoffi’o?ea.[— I .

|
.

R;chardsbn, E, "P Painting in Amerjica from:502 to th present‘ Crpwell,

New York, 1965
Prown, Jules David, American Paintlng from its BeglnnlnS‘to the
Armory Show. The World Publishing, no date,,
Sherman, Frederic F., Early American Pa1nt1n Century Co. Nyo 1932

( - QPlaces & Vrsit

See Museuni of Fine Arts exhibits of paintings by Smlhert, Copley, -
‘ . colonial 81IVEr by Revere, and o6ld maps.

Look at art books to see the differences in styles of portra1t
palntlng and to see early maps.

\

"
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- 7 . The Massachusetts Bay Colony was the center of pawer : of .
American Puritanism. Winthrop and mémbers of the Mass. Bay Colony
“had: come to the new world fOr a purpoS€.....to practice Puritanism.
Winthrop and his followers wdhted to found a "c1ty upon a. hlllﬂ, ap -
example for all to follow, ‘

o
’ The Purltans belleved in the "covenant of graoe ....that o ;-

membership in the church was reserved for persons who could prove
beydnd a doubt that. they had been s1ngled out by.God. for salvatlon.-
(Th1s involved descrlblng their previous lives, th moment of con-
ver51cn,'and telling how their lives had been af cted.)hlnthrop\_'//
and his follewers also bglieved that they had a s cial"commission" /
f xgm God.‘ Since God had kept the group safely du ng the voyage,
agey, in return, must enhance God'!s glory and,do God's will. Puritans:
so believed that 'they could find the answeni,to all questlons,
both religious and civil, 1n the Blble.

1) A church member was called a "frée" man.-Wwhat could-*free" »

men do that others could not do? were women also “free"?
'2) How did religion affect education'in the Bay Colony?
3) In what way was religion a form of enterta1nment°
- 4) why' did the m1n1sters seem to have such’ great power?

An early visitor to Boston, quoted in Bennett's "Hlstory of New
England” ( Mass., H1stor1cal Society) had th1s to say about rellglon
and the Sabbath: N :

"Theix observatlon of the Sapbatho..ols the str1ctest kept.

' On that day, no man, woman, 6r child is permitted to go' out of

town on any pretence whatsbvever; norcan any that are .out of town

come ;n...The town being situated on a penlnsula, there is but

one way out of it by landj.which is over a narrow neck of - land...
i/and the gates are shut py way of preventlono There is .a ferry in-

deed, at the north end of town; but care is taken by way of

- prevention there alsosp..And as they will by no means admit of

trading on Sundays, so they are equally tenacious about préserving

" good order in the’ town on the Lord s, Day." ™.

°
3

'2) Why was the Blble 'such an 1mportant part. of everyday life?

e Why was the_influence of religion so strong’

[ |
3) What happened to dissenters or’ people who did not agree with
the ma jority of the Puritans?

4). How did rellglon affect the educatlon of young ch11dren°

¢ 5) What was the’ SubJeCt matter of the first book pr1nted in the
. Mass. Bay Colony?
: , R
LT oat?'-lb :;anqﬂ . ‘
- Wright, Louis B/ The Cultural Life of the American Colonies
Harper, New. York, 1957
~ Morgan, Edmund, The Puritan ‘Dilemma
.  Morison, S. E. The %ntellectua.l Life of.Colonial New_England 1956
Boorstein, Daniel J: The Americans, the Colonial Experlence
_ -+ Random House, New York 958 ,
: A Prace ’ vis:t

@ h The oxd NOIth Church in Boston.....».... ' ' . ¢
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% ) 1) what does th1s quote show about the p1ace of rellgmon in life?
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’

Mass. Act: of 1642an This law put the responsibility for
‘s 1ementary education on the head of each
-+ familye (1.e. the father)

kN

A

In the Massachusetts Bay Colony the followlng 1egls1at10n was'”e
passed: ' .

\

Mass. Act of 1647: This law stated that every town with 50

i . families had to appoint a sc ol master.

: : Those towns with 100 or more families had
to have a Grammar $chool or face a fine.,

“Education" meant 1earn1ng how to réad, but not necessar11y

1earn1ng how to wrlteo

"
!
Y

t

.Cons1der1ng how: 1mportant%the Bible, Church, and rellglon were to

the~colon1sts, try to answer-the followlng quest*ons:

A

2)

a

3)

4)

3)

What' books were used in the SChools°~'
Descrlbe a hornbook. How was it used'>

What subJects were. tgught in the
grammar schools? Did aIl ChlldIEn :
attend school? What about glrls'>
What about. children with special
needs or problems? - v
What kind of books were most fre-
quently read in the 17th century? .
Name the "best-seller" bf the time,:

. ]

What subjects’ were taught .in the =~
colleges7. What college was founded
first in the Bay COlony’ How was it
founded°

% -
Name some ways in which rellglon

faffected educatlon. Wwhat effect

does :ellglon have on educatlon
today? - : . .
| o | }_

$oo/(.5‘ ’5 @a&L

‘ . . ".4 ‘ \

‘A Ed "'Ob"‘.r.vd Ed
Ad- Bb Cc Dd Ee

Pe Qg R 'Ss T

Uw Wy Wu) Xx Yﬁ
Zz ‘Now I lay me

down'h SlttP,
P"‘""‘l"

.

H()rnho()k

%\ -

Kk LL Nm Nn Ool-

¥

- Morison, S E. The Intellectual Life of the Colonles of New Eng;and,

N.Y. U, Rress, 19560

Boorstin,-Daniel J. ,The Americans, the golonial\eXperlence,>Random

House, New York, 1958
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The Mayflower - Compact ' was' composed when 'the Pilgrims dfécovered
that th Y had landed outside the area specified in their charter.
They felt that it was necessary to form a new agreement among’

themselves to estahllsh\a legal government.v ’ E . -

“In the name of God, Amen, We whose names are underwrxtten, the
loyal subjects df our dread sovereign Lord, King James, by the
grace of God, of Great Britain, France and Ireland, Defender of
the Faith, etc. Having undeftaken, for the glory of God and for -
the advancement of the- Christiam faith and honor of our King and
Country, a voyage to plan the first colony in_the qorthern parts -

7 of Virginia, do by these presents, solemnly and mutually .in the
presence_ of God, and one anothr, covenant and combine ourselves
together into a civil body politic, for our better’ orderlng and
preservation and furtherance of the ends aforesa1d, and by virtue
" hereof to enact, konstltute and frame such just and equal laws,
ordinances, dtc., ‘constitutions and offices, from time to -time,, .
as.shall be thought most meet and convenient for the general good .
‘of the Colony; unto whlch we promise all due submission and, o
obedience., In witness thereof we have underscribed our

+ names at Cape Cod, the 11 of November, in the year -of the. re1gn
of our sovereign Lord King James of England, France and Ireland

. the e1ghteenth and of Scotland the flfty-fourth. Anno-. Dom. 1620

*
*

Try to answer the following questions after reading the Comggc . e
1) what can you tell ab?ut the Pilgrim* s reasons for -coming
to, Amerlcap .

- 2) who is’ the h1ghest human authorlty for the colonlst:‘s'>

3) What klnd of government did they wlsh to EStabllsh in the
- new land? .

4) What. prov1sions for public ‘office are set forth?
~5) what va#lues are expressed in the document’“

In 1630 the Charter of the Massachusetts- Bay Colony establlshed itself
as a commerical enterprlse through a simple government. Freemen or ~
stockholders were to meet four times a year as an assembly to admit ., -

.. additional freemen and to make laws that were not contrary to Engllsh

laws. Once a year 1n the spring meeting of the General, Court, the - R

‘freemen elected a governor, deputy governorz ‘and 18 a551stants to
n

take care of the general buslness of lands d premlses and the

- government . of the people.- o

¥ 3
1) what form of government st;ll in use . today in some New England
towns is derived from the Charter of the Massachusetts Bay
Colony'> . r : . . y

2) Who was allowed to vote in thé town meetlngs of - colonlal times
and who can vote today? . &

Boo/ee ‘to?uw(. S :

Smlth, Robert, The Massachusetts’ B_yﬁColony, Crowell Collier Press, 1969

Rutmdn, Darret B., Winthrop®s Boston, U. of.Carollna Press, 1965

Morgan, E. S. The Puritan Dilemma : . o A .
: , ace 4o Yisit o :

Try to spend,an EVenlng watching a New England town meet1ng in progress.,

0 * . N 00012 L ’
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