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. Two 1mportant factors in the development of the S s

.Y
. Caribbean University are' the cultural domlnatlon of the metropolltan
o

auntrles to whlch they wvere attached, and the sharp dlvergence, 1n»-»

trat the Carlbbean governments must face in the developmentlof thelr s
1vers1ty are: the Tevel of entry 1nto hlgher educationg , - - ’
tablishment of Some form of postsecondary educationg; the
velopment of_new aptltude tests, reconsideration of faculty work
ads; and the expansion of graduate facilities. AlS€o of importance
are the problems of university autonomy, the bra1n draln, dissent, .
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pages as indicated have. been omitted .. . .

o . t UNIVERSITIES(I) ' _
' The Caribbean- Universities refleéhtheir political herltage .

~ evidence of the unwisdom of this policy espectilly in India, the

- curriculum — that is to say, compulsory Latin, and Anglo

The Unlver51ty in" the Carlbbean ~
in the late xxth century (1980 1999)

S ’ b . .

. - Dr.Eric Wllllams

This stucfy prepared by'Dr. Enc Wllhams, Prune Mlmster of Trinidad and °

Tobago and member of the govermng boatd-of the. Umversnty of the- West

Indies, was prepared for The Role of the University in the Jate Twentieth

‘Century Editors: Dr. Michael Stephens and Pr,.Gofdon W. Roderick and _

published by David and Charles, Newton Abbott, Devon,.England, 1974. For

this reprint we have used the version.published by the ‘PNM Publishing: * . .
Company, Port of Spain Trinidad. We, are- grateful to the author for ) . -
PermlSSlpn to publish extensively-from,this important study. Due to our ’
limitations of space .three 1ntroductory pages, one table, and three other - (

-

' THE PRESENT POSITION OF CARIBBEAN

--with its cultural dependence on the one hand and naturess o
dlspensatlon on the other. :

-

Two pomts may be noted about the Caribbean UmverSIty
developments, The first is the cultural domination of the
‘metropolitan countries to which they were attached, X
reflecting-the basic metropolitan phllosophy of colonialism as -

‘ serving primarily for the transmission of western culture and

learning and the subordination of indigenqus values, customs - e
and languages. This was the essence of the infamous minute of
" Lord Macauldy. in respect of India and dominated the Indian
Universities subsequently established by the British. From

India the British exported the'same policy to Australia, New -
" Zealand, Northern Ireland and colortial Afrlca‘ L.

Almost mcredlbly, notw1thstand1ng the volummous ;‘

Asquith Commlssmn and its West Africap and West Indian
. subsidiaries appomted after World War II to ‘consider the
questlon of University developments‘in those colonial areas,
opted for the imitation of British residential uttiversities = - -
affiliated to London University for examination purposes, and -
-therefore - éribb’d cabmd and confin’d within the Londop.

.
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Saxon and Mlddle Engllsh in the Engllsh therature-‘
curriculum (2). A mere 14 years after the lnauguratlon o'f the
_University .of the West Indies in 1948, 1ndependence came to
the Commonwealth Carlbbeafin Jamaica and Trinidad and
Tobago The absurdity ‘of the non-independent colonial ties to

. the apron string of a metropolitan mother was apparent even

to the most dyed in the wool lmperiallst and the Trinidad- and
“Tobago five year old campaign agalnst affiliation resulted in
the independence of the University of the West Indies in 1962.

" In similar fashion, the estabhshment of the University of -
Puerto Rico in 1903 was an integral ‘part of the_policy of -
Americanisation whlch the first Commissioner of Education
‘" (American) thus expressed in his first anndal report in 1901:

" “Fhe spirit "of American institutions: and the ideals of the..
- American people, strange as the}; seem to some in Porto Rico,
.must be the only spirit and the ‘only ideals 1ﬁcorporated in the
. school system of Porto Rico®. This meant first and foremost,
the compulsory study of English and the‘teaching of Spanish
as a special subject, — it took the Puerto Ricans several years
_to remove, this millstone from-around their ‘necks. (3) The
~ Puerto Ricans themselves, however, under the stimulus of
Mufioz Marin's Commonwealth of Puerto Rico as a free State
in association with the United States of America. have
expanded the State University of Puerto Rico into a ‘typical”
o American “multiversity”, mdistlngulshable in any of its -
- fundamentdl aspects and operatlons from any of its o
counterpart§ on the malnland

..
It is pertinent here to recall also the attempt .of the

. United States’ Government when.it established a protectorate
over Ha1t1 in 1915, to abolish the French literary structure
-and system of education and substitute thé American pattern,

_ with its emphasis on agriculture. The attempt was a total .
failure .and contributed powerfully to the confusion then

| prevalllng in Ha1t1

"The French as is well known, have been even more - . -
assimilationist in their colonial policy than the Americans or.’ .
the British. They showed this particularly in Senegal, i -~ &
Trespect of the University of Dakar before Senegal achieved its * =~
mdependence If Senegal on lndependence offlclally reques- o
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- -ted:that Dakar be regarded as the 18th University of France, =~

to the point of having a.French Rector and many expatriates. . .,

on its staff, it is unlikely that one will see in ghe_ university ... 1

- developments now -under way in the assimilated Overseas = -

~Departments of the Caribbean any deviation from French
centralization and French uniformity. =~ °°

The s¢cond important characteristic of these Garibbean o
- university developments is the sharp divergence, in respect.of . ¢
financing, between the American model in Puerto Rico on the o
. one hand and the British model in the University of the West - -+ .-
Indies on the othér. Federal funds on a large scale have been
and ‘continue to be available to the University of Puerto Ricb.

, - This began in 1908 when the University of Puerto Rico became - ‘
. a Land Grant College — which meant not only the traditional .
- - American intelléctual emphasis on agriculture, engineering, ‘

home economics, adult education and the variety of utilitarian
~ subjects despised (until recently) by the British tradition, but
even the‘inclusion of military barracks and training in thé core
of the campus. In 1931, with the application to Puerto Rico of
pertinent American laws, Federal funds beeame avaitable for
the development-of agricultural extension services and the
- agricultural expefimént station. In 1935; under the auspices of -
+ another American law, Federal funds were made available for
e research at the University of Puerto Rico—with priority to
- research in tropical* médicine and sanitation as well as in
agriculture. Federal assistance can also be discerned in such
- new programmes as nuclear‘technology, radiological physies, -
and advanced science trainjng. And of course, the American
‘financing of veteran programmes applies to Puerto Rico, :
. whose population, as American citizens, -is ‘subject to the
, American draft. - e e

~

" The purely Puerto Rican contributions to university - .
expansion ¢annot be divorced from the political reldionship’
with the United States develope&_bﬁ Mufioz Marin, under
- whith Puerto Rico {not being a’ State) was exempt from =
- Federal income tax but entitled to the return of Federal excise - -
taxes on'its rum, while its inclusion .in jhe Amefican customs '
and mpnetary union enabled it to attract an enormous number’
.of industries, under special incentives, to Puerto Rfco? whose

.
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surplus populat;ont can rmgrate w1th0'ut h1ndrance to the -
uaimmuuumd‘g o Unlted States (4) ) ) ‘o . '\\) N
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: As a Land Grant College, the College of the Vlrgm Islands
St .’1STF ‘ellgflbleforf‘ederal*funds 1ts' endowment as .a- Land
.~ Grant College was $3m ‘US, equalling. in 1971- 1972 an.’ .
- operating budget provided_from' leglslatlve approp gtlon in. -
the Virgin Islands, ahd the sums raised by donati ns.from
fnajor firms operating in the islands and the Rockefeller -
- tamily. Its St/ Thomas campus is ‘composed- in part of the
“former United:State Marine Corps Air facility transferred to.
_the College by the Urlited States Government in 1964. The -
- College conducts marine. research -projects for the United
:“.States Bureau of Sports; Fisheries and Wild Life -and the
L Unlted States Bureau of Commerc1al Flsherles (5)

d

s T By Way of contrast the ,mdependent Umverslty of the
. West Indles is .today . financed almost entirély by the
Garibbeaj Governments, on the basis- of contributions to,
capital costs made by the ‘British Governinents. The West'
Indian JnPIestment in its Unlver51ty through Governments is -
- shown in, the following flgures in West Indlan dollars for the
il perlod 1 47-1972

Capl,tal Cost — $56 9m of whlch $30m from\the Brltlsh
G vernment and $20m from West Indlan Governments

U - -+ Rec rrent Cost’ — $184m of whlch $167m from West -
-+ <Indian Governments and-$12m from Brltlsh Govern-
‘ T  ment. 'r.- , T s o e

: Totgl Cost —_ $241m “of which $197m from West Indlan
- LG vernments (over 80 per cent) and $42m from Br»tlsh
G vernment (less” than 20 per cent).

Wes Ind1an contrlbutlons are domlnated by J amaica and
- Trinidad and Tobago. Jamaica _has contributed ~ $68. 6m’ .
.- récurrent and $2.3m capital — a total of $71m or nearly 30 per . °
cent of the total. Trinidad and Tobago has contributed $59.7m .
recurrent and $12.7m capital-a total of $72.4m or 30 per cent.
:In respect of recurrent contrlbutlons alone, J ama1ca has &
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contrlbuted nearly two fifths and‘ Trlnrdld and’}lob/ago nearly '
T onethlrd _ S ‘ v

8

L /) Contrlbutlons from other Governm nts (Canada), found
gy ations, (such as Rockefellery-Ford, Nuffield), oil,companies,-
** Friends of the University, and other dopors: totalled‘l:600 ,000- °
to 1969 in .capital funds and less than $5m in recurrent
o contrlbutlons 6) . Sl Co

-

*

‘The Unlver51ty of Guyana starte functlomng from its.
o own campusin 1969. Capital grants from the Government of
- Guyana betwegn 1968 and 1972 were : érommately $1m;,
" British technical ‘assistance contributed *£90,000, Canadian
‘technical a551stance $1000,000 Can, and the University of-
» - Guyana Appeal'Fund brougnt in $1/4m. With respect to the ’
C e recurrent expeditures during this period, the Government's
: subvention’ amoullted to $4.35m as compared with $174 from
- “external aid" and. $},’Z_10 000 from the Carnegie Foundation.(7)
. Tt is reasonable to assume that -French "and Dutch
contributions to unlversﬁt“y developments in their own sphereS'
. of influence in the Car bbean form a part of the assistance
- " imade * available to’ th se territories” under the ‘Eurepean -
. e Development Fund of the European Economic Community. It
" 7. . i$ also not-unreasonable to assume- that the considerable - -
financial assistance reported as "having been made available to -
« . Cuba from the Soviet  Union has- facilitated university .
' -expansion in Cuba . By way.. of contrast, university
developments in tle. Dominican Republic. and Haitj seem to
7 depend on cbntrlbutlons from those Governments
) 't
, "Thus the . main line. umver51ty development in the
‘f' - Caribbean will probably take in the last two decades of the
centu.ry 1s qulte clear; the Governments, paying the piper, wi
“more and more, call the tune. French and Dutch developments '
w1ll be subJect to conSIderable metropohtan 1nfluence '

UNIVERSITY AUTONOMY -

ThlS ralses the whole questlon ‘of “university autonomy”.

. . —'___.7_.-( ) . -~ "
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. This must be seen in its proper international perspective. The « ° -

.. ' State controlsthe State University in the United States; one °
.. need.only point.to Goverpor Reagan in ‘the University of = -
“ 7 California. In France and Hplland the University is almost an.'
—*_ . arm of the civil service in the Européan tradition; the French -

" University professor -is Wppointed by the "Ministry  of
‘e Education from a list of chpdidates’in the Ministry’s files.
-7, Unlversities are subject %o:'increasiﬂg' -direction from
- - Provincial Governments in Ganada. There is inéfeasing direct .
control by the University Grants Committee in ‘Britain; as -
well, the Comptroller-General has power to inspect university ~
-accounts. The British Governments consistently interfered in”
the most . intimate university matters in’ colonial India angd
- Africa, and this tradition has heen hand®Wewn to the State
. .~ governments in India and te the independent Governments in
' Afriea. . ' e L

. . : L e

»
]

B The\ British did not include university autonomy when ~
. they exported their universities to India “and- Africa.. The
‘essence of the university system developed by the. British in .
* India was that the Governor .General, or in the Provinces the

v Governor, was-ex officio Chancéllor,-who appointed the Vice:

- Chancellor and most of the professors, and who reserved the
right to approve university byelaws and.regulations. Whether
local colleges were to be affiliated to the universities.or not’

was. a-matter for the Government of India to dQcide.‘fIn one Vi

extreme case the Government of India sought towrite into the
constitution of a State University a -provision for ‘the
Governiment’s right to suspend the university’s constitution.” - .
As stated by one of the Governors-General, the Government
. - was to haye the power of difect control and interférence in all '

. the affairs of the university with;refer'ence to the University

T »

"~ of Caleutta.- . -4 , L

. i -° =, In respect -of proposals for thé establishment- of- the -
- -communal ypiversities at Aligarh and | eneres, the Secretary.
of State insisted not only on approval by the Governor General -
of ch?nggs in the statutes, but that grants-in-aid were &0
ge=conditional upon Government inspectior| and the submission of
« .7 .annual accounts tgthe Department of\Education. The 1919
Commission on the University of Caleutta described Indian

s .
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un1ver51t1es as among the most completely governmental
un1ver51t1es in the. world L . . '

.,

_ This was not as it may seemLatAfu;st 51ght vulgar
“raclahsm ‘it whas 51mply more vulgar coIOnlahsm _Britaip did
“"not lay the foundations for a tradition of academie autonomy in-

its colonies\ The Government was free to interfere in:the

- »University of Sydney; half the Cpuncil of the University of the
" Cape of Qoogl Hope was perpetually nominated by the -
Goverhmert; in the. Queen’s University in Ireland the vast .

majority of the mémbers of the Seriate were appolnted for life
by the Crow &1 and in 1851 a professor was formally dismissed
by-the Crowh for absenteeism. The colonjal tradition was

: transplanted to colonial Africa. As late as 1958.the Brltlsh o |

Government.in Tanganyika tried tp dictate to Makerere who-
should speak and on what topic thé¥ should'speak at a seminar
organised b(v -.the " “University - which 1ncluded Amer1can
-partlclpants _ Lo . :
Thus was the stage set for confhcts between forelgn ns-
pired - universities -and nationalist governments, When
'-N‘krumah interfered with unlversity autongmy in ‘Ghana,"

going so far as to abolish the constitution of the University of ;

Ghana and shbstitute one dictated by the Government (but he
sought also to remove the right to leave passages.to the

- United ngdom) there was an outery against him. In fact, in -

'f,ransferrlng agricultire and éducation to éther colleges, in.
- appointing himself Chancellor, in seeking to abolish English as~
“ a.compulsory subject in a West African School Certificate, in -~ |
‘making personal appointments to so-called “special ‘profes~

" »sorships”, and in prescr'Ming that the goal of the university

~ should be the furtherance of African Unity, Nkrumah was

- merely treading in the footsteps of British Governdrs General -
" in India. - , . . '

A .

. In Nigeria, the Council of Ibadam Un1vers1ty makes an

. annual report to. the Prime“ Minister -which is laid before
* Parliament, while at Nsukka five, of "the seven Council

members in 1961 were ex officio members appointed by the *

Government of the then Eastern Region of Nigeria on the

. ground clearly stated by Az1k1We that power should reside

w1th a body the maJorlty of whose members arﬁappolnted by

—_h ., ;
) ( ’ - .
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the State which' is responsible to the electorate. As one of -
' Nigeria's leading educators put, the issue in the immediate
. " " past colonial setting: “I{is not easy to argue that academic
. . freedom is necessary ‘in order -to- train -the-professional. .. .
. . manpower required by Nigerian society ... aipresent it is

merely one of the embellishments -attached in its country of
.. ‘origin tqtan imported product”.(9) ' ' e

’

.. Dr. Corry, for so'long Principal of Queen’s University in .
- Ontario, Canada, in his presidential address on “The
University.and the.Canadian Community” to the Association
of University and Colleges of‘Canada in Vancouver, October -
1965, warned that the \iniversity no longer belonged to the -
.. private sector and was no longer a matter of private
: enterprise, and shauld come to terms with the governments
A which finance it; “votes will tell in"the long run; if not with ., -
- present governments, “then gwith - those that succeed . -
S them”. (10) R ‘ -
a - A commission appointed bgr the Canadian ‘Association of
. University Teachers is even “more .specific:  “the financial
* ... - accounts of ‘universities should be made publc, and the
o provincial governments should have the right of post-audit '
inspection -.. they should be submitted to the legislature and .
- made subject to potential examination by its committee on
. publi¢ accounts”.(11) - - -, e ST,
! o ' In theCaribbeari,’a;/ér‘as'Cu'ba is concerned, Castro's *
- government has- already’ laid down the law. Education in .
-/ - general, and the university in particular, is to be used to build
the new sociéty, to develop the “socialist man”, without racial
prejudices, doing away with money -correcting’ the aversions
. _to'manual labor and the relegation of women to the home. The -
“"0ld’ Liberal Arts University was to. be transformed into a
{echnologicallyoriented institution. The -great obstacle was -
university autonomy. This therefore, was-abolished. As a L
former Rector of the University of Havana stated in 1966: “In -,
" countries like Cuba, where the people are funning the country ‘.
through their government machihe, university autonomy is| e
really something.that is quite inconsistent. The university isa|
. part of the State ... it is under the Mjnistry of . Education, ! -
-+, which determjnes its general policy and, which correctly fits oo
i the university into overall educatianal plans”.(12) " :
. B . R
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The Un1verslty 'of the West Ind:es has generally had to
“cut its cloth to conform with the priorities of its contri ting .
governments. and this can quite confidently be expected to be A
" intensified in the last two decades of this century. The hewly vy
" independent government,” or.. the governments moving . . .
towards independence, have inherited edueational defieiencies’ o
- which have been mest pronounced at the primarv and -
secondary schoel level; with a tradltlon of. State contribution .
." " to an effort left in large. part to the Churches, In Trinfdadand -
+  Tobagp, for example, first prlorlty was given to the. secondary' o
‘school, and secondary education was declared free in 1960 . .
(Jamaica has recently followed suit).’As there were only two~ ° . '
Government 'secondary schools then in existence together
' with about one dozen denominational schools, mostly Catholid} -
" .  the-first emphasis pecessarily' had to l)e pldced on the o
. construction -of secondary schools and ‘the introduction of the
much maligned common Entrance Examination to provide at
- least a more ‘objective test of elegibility on grounds of merit
" rather than orr grounds of colour, or race, or parental )
S mfluence or religious affiliation. . . D s e
- . o ' - o ' : N T . ! ’
With the diversification of the secondary system now in’
- . full».swmg to include the junior secondary school and the
B vocational/ school as ‘well as. sthe comprehensive school,
. attention is now beiqg § ngen on a fundamental scale going
beyond patchwork and minor repairs.to the primary. school as
the most urgent educational priority in Trinidad and Tobago,
s ‘repeatedly.indicated- over the past year by parental protest
. -ahd demonstrations. Where Trinidad and Tobago contributed ..
" $83.9 million tg'the University between 1947 and 1973, it spent - =~ "
* - .$431m on primary schools, of wh1ch $18m was capltal B
” expenditure, and $168. 2m on secondary, ‘of which $48.1m wa3 o
- capital expenditure. The primary school.population in 1973is =,
226,675, and the -public .secondary population 30, 989, as
-compared with the total LCaribbean university enrolment of
S 5,618: Any\proposal therefore, to expand the Un1versxty or to
= . increase staff emotuments must" necessar11y be rigidly
’ ' scrutmlsed by the government in a sxtuatlon where of the 471 '
' prithary schools, 18 neéd to be demolished and 141 need . .

(a4

.

.. urgent major repairs, the estimated cos’oof each new 400 place
a ' school belng $200 000. = ,
o . _11___ , e




LI
.

* 4 It is aghinst this background thal

Governments of the Caribbean territories in’

~_collaborate with the-University in a manpower

area and.to reappraise the residential syster i
- Indian territories cannot call on wealthy foundations for_ -
assistance, and the ‘entire tradition of Caribbean hi; tory has
been an anti-intellectual one almost “entirely. devoid: of -the
philanthropic donations which built up the University. of
Chicago, for_example (including a $2m Rockefeller ‘chapel in =
71920 money) o, with the powerful assistance of Lord Rootes,

* “the University-of Warwick,.or which-provided a-hfhﬁ.xgiffa'h_tfto :

Bhllio] from its alumni (it i said that 70 per cent of the alamni

- conitributed) in-its 700th Birthday Appeal. The University of
the West Ifdies has to depend on Government contributions, '

- “and if Dr.-Corry could reiterate over and over again; that

‘universities in Canada, in depending on govqrnmeritffuplds,' _
had “joined ‘the scramble at the- public trough” with “other
ravenods feeders thdye: health, welfare, highways, and:so.on,,
rousing envy. irritation and opposition”, (18)¢the dilémmia i
still more critical for West Indian Governments. with their
- limited financialresources, endemic unemployment espeti
ok

~among the youth, and rising populations. .

" The university vpfopﬁlatio’n.explbsion has al

" ‘eprolment increased from 5% 1965-1966 to 80,395 in "

- the Caribbean’ For ex_amplwp rto Rico téf

1972-1973. At the Univegsity of thepWest Indie® the enrolment
increased-from 2,187 in {0631964 to 5,678 in 197 -1972.

" ” Two planning estimates for. the -gurre d
available. For. Puerta Rico the estimated.cost: of ‘increased:
physical facilities varies from $61m at the lowest-t0.$108m at
the highest for the year 1975, and from $156m at ¢ lowest to -

- ».$340m at the highest for the year. 1980.(14) For:the University

of the West Indies, which by governmental ia'r\'sangement '
operates on triennial ®stimates and which Jobviously cannot
command the resources or methods of‘finajicing. vailable to

the Puerto Rican institutions, the planpsg.pr jected last ot

year for the current triennium envisaged/
“students, or a little niore th per




-~ di flcult to envisage aay situation in wh1ch, with .the
“de mocratlsatlon of secondary education and thevsteady
i provement in quality that is certain to- take place, at
- le‘ st some f the Goveypments would not continue; to
-vr Sist. any - tEndency towards othe lowerlng of entry
r vqu1rements : , :

V 1th expandlng secondary | educatlo‘n both in quantlty
nd in’ quality, can some additional form of post-second-

affxllatedg to the University, jbut financed by individual
governments and ut111z1ng U 1verslty teachers-as far as

,_/poss1ble B R J

present wastage at secondar\y school leyel”___,;

Would the@arlbbean Exammatlons 'Councll brought 1nto ‘
lbemg after several yeats *of argument among the
Governments succeed . in produclng ‘a superior, and
publlcly accepted test of aptltude as a subst1tute for
GCE" " Ty :

’about ‘involvement” and * ‘relevance” and * responSIbﬂlty
o the eommunity” continue to operate on a philosophy
-imposkd by a British Commission a quarter of a century
i ago anticipating large numbers of expatriate staff in a.
. colonial university? For example, a teaching load of
_twelve hours a week — a contr1but1ng Government .
‘would collapse if that was the reasponslblllty of its
* 'senior civil servants, As another example, a staff-student
r ratlo 1m1tat1ng the Br1t1sh as follows (18) . ’

-
'

— 13 —

e

Vil

1 T ¢ Level of Entry Atfthe moment of® wrltlng, it is - -

ary - ‘education be devised to takes care 'of the larger . v
number? One example ‘would be .the . Junior College -~ .

e

3 Would the above proposal be the answer to the enormous |

Can a Unlverslty, whose faculty and students talk gllbly '

A}
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. 19712 Targets 19745 . 19667 - 7
Arts and Social Sclence 182 ¢ 17 .0 N3
" ®ducation - .+, 19 . - 93 . 134 o
Science ‘108 4 12 . %50 0105 ‘
Agriculture T S I A - - TR
-~ "Engineering <1083 . o 102 .10 T,
Medlcxne Pre- chmcal 10.1 - 84 ' .. 81 T ..

o _Clinical 87 =~ 84 SNA|
. “As a third example, there is the cost pet place, again -
takmg the United Kingdom' as the frame Qf referencé for thée
Carlbbean The following picture, in Jamaica dollars, emerges;
" in respect of the ‘University - of  the *West _Indies clalm_‘.v‘
- forgreater governments subventlons (17) Ll
T . - 19712 19667 19145(vro]ected) : "
e T UWL UK. uw® wuk ©
, - Natural Sciences . - 1,434 -~ 1589 .oymo 1or

~ Arts and Social . ©1,041 1218 0 1,909 1462 -
- Seiences - . - / 1,320 1,254 1,795 . 15()') RN
’ “Educatlon 71,861 2106, 2117 .95% -

g;,u @Medxcme Pre- chnxcals' S12% 0 2184 . ..3TH6e 2621 . - ‘
. , Clinicals - B e TR
Engmeerxng / - 16865 - 1,626 0 - 1911 « 1,951 AR

. Agriculture - _/’ Colem1 -Toume2 - 2851 2008
Law.. . o o 1591 . 1218 . 1665 1462 .-
. -As a further| example _there are the staff ‘perquisites —

- housify all'wance, chll(ﬁ:ens allowanc i 'ﬁle housing

G «the‘Un/lverslty, followmg oVerseas patterns afford .
"to thmk in terms of -expanding- graduate facilities when . = ..,
~_more and more. potentlal undergraduates areknockingat .* ..
;- the door" The graduate emphasis is being more and more ' .* -
o criticised overseas by undergraduates (the meglect; of . -
. undergraduate teachmg for graduate students is <~ -
i identified as one majer cause of student dissent); and by - -
e the ﬁubhc generally (\g Ttme of Aprll 2, 1973 1n an -,
o ; . " : c o

I




art1cle ent1t1ed “The Ph.D. Glut", stresses the 32, 000
U.S., doctorates in 1972, fqr many 6f whom .there are no
JObS, whose “overall quality has declined” — and, we
mlght add, exposing undergraduates to more of the poor ‘
junior teaekers about whom they compla1n in,so m&ny
countrles) . _ . .
‘\ . To the extent that the younger student 1mmed1ately
. after h1gh school grad'lraatmn, continues to be enrolled, the
ovennments contmbutmg to the’ Umver51ty of the West
~ Indies are almost certain to pay attention in future years to
. empha5151ng the relationship between stiudy and work — not -
‘in' the sensé*of the ‘American student working at a job after-
un1¥ers1§y hours, on weekends and in vacations to earn mqney -
to finance his studies, Jbut 1n the ‘direct association of the
un1ver51ty studies with some ! form gf community activity and
*_ responsibility during the period of study itself — possibly as a
-fourth year. They will have before them two Third World
examples — Castro’s Cuba and Nyerere's Tanz4nia. .
Castro,,in hls attempt ‘to break down Caribbean .elitist
1tendenc1es mong “university students, emphasises the close
" relationship between study. and work and .compels his -
. university' students to spend, at some cost to their study
_requirements, a part of their time in voluntary work cutting
sugar cane or el1mmat1ng 1111teracy.. ‘This is partlcularly
- important -wHere, there is more than a susp1c1on that at
student level the modern cliche “irivolvement” is more
honoured in the breach than the observance; one recalls the:
. student confrontatlon in Tanzania with JNyerere in 1966 -
‘before.the Arusha Declaration, when students supperted by.
“the State bluntly refused to accept the State’s prescription for-
National Service, and Nyerere personally had to deal most "
: severely with the r1ng1eaders rustlcatmg some and- expellmg‘ '
. others. - . R Do .

B

~

el They could also consider the'recor'nmendatlon recently
" made in respect of one of Venezuela's newest un1versrt1es, .
~.Oriente, established in 1959 in:the most underdeveloped.
“-gection of the country and draw1ng particylarly:ton st '
. from working class and lower middle class familigs. It is to the
effect that, -as ‘an’aid ‘to dévelopment .of the region; the -
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University should ‘work out “1nternsh1p experlences with

" tegional planning offices, community development organ-
izations, ‘and llterary and public- hqalth campaigns (which)
eould be included i in the currlculum as an lntegral component
of degree programmes.” (18) - |

" Most of all, the Caribbean Governm!ents in the future are

. . ceftain to pay greater attention to the universify curriculum.
: “ in relation to-their manpower needs and to their natibnalist

- perspectlves The situation in respect of maJor fields of study ,

_in the, Caribbean Unlversmes is brought out in the follow1ng

Table 19y : ; o | ‘
N .' il - Very valuable conclusmns can bé drawn from the above ' -
Cae 'Table as follows: o o , . - .

1. Cuba is in the lead in the Carlbbean in respect of the
relevance of the/‘unlversmy to Carlbbean needs and - -
conditions. This is particularly the case in so far as .

: technologleal and agricultural emphases are concerned,

‘.. while its universities pay considerable. aftention, to

~ ., . educatlon, medicine and natural sciences.. If one compares
~+ < Oriente with the  University of the West I dies, where the
' _enrolment is approx1mately the same, the Table shows four R
, . students at Oriente in technology to ‘every®oné¢ at the. :
h University of the West Indles, seven to every\(me in. - : "

education, two to one in medicine, three.to one in °
agriculture, while in' arts and science for every.studént at
Oriente, there are thirteen at the Un1ver51t7y of the West
. Indies. The Unlver51ty of the West Indies is superior only = -y
— in the natural sclence, ‘where the ratlo is more than five to
R . -one- 1n its favour‘ S
- The poSItlon in the Un1ver51ty of the West Indies is
even.worse than the Table indicates. Between 1963 and
11971, with an increase in total enrolment of 130 per. cent,
the increase in somal sciences was, 267 per centandin arts
and general studies 77 per ‘cent, as compared with III per
cent for medigine and 81.per cent for agriculture. If the
increase regisfered in engmeerlng was 200 per cent., the
. fact of the matter is that in 1963 there were. 114
. engineering registrations as compared with 216 for social \
. . . t) ' L '

N . B . —17 = :




“ sciences, and .840 for arts general stud1es, whxlst in 1971

» themumber of reglstratlons was 343:in engineering, 794 in
social sciences, and 1,484 in arts-and general studies. New l'
admissions into first-year medicine, ,engineering and
agriculture were 10 per cent of all admissions. to first.
degree courses in-1963 and fess than 20 per cent ip 1970 =

N . the flgures being 120 out of 1,052 i in- 1963 and 262 out of

[ 142110 1970420) _ N Y

2. “The University of Puerto Rico at Rio Piedras is also ina L
- commanding position in its: emphasis on techxtology, '
educatlon, busmess adrhinistration and natural sciences. N

The emphasis-on social- science and humanltles — when 1.

‘combined, nearly 20 per cent-of the enrolment — seemsa _
a little strange. The ‘underrepresentation’ of agriculture - o,
emphasises the increasing urbanization of the country, - '
. where 40 per cent of the 2.7 -million population are |
. . concentrated in the metropolltan area of the capital. The :

PR " . -American supermarket pattern is reflected in the fact that .~
"~ * the university now has a School of Social Work, an Institute . ‘l
»* of Tropical Meteorology, a School of Public Administration, .
a School of Dentistry, A College of Business Administra- - ' 1
l

n, a School of Archltecture ‘a graduate-programme in TR

«— ' psychology, a graduate School in Public Communications,

"~ and present plans include ethphasis ongthe study of*

- urbanization, a computer centre; action prograrﬁ?ne in = : ‘
_respect of drug ‘addiction (not only marijuana but also o .
heroin), ' intensification® of criminological, esearch .and ™

~+  stimulation of penal reform, consumer education, and . e
tralnlng of communlty rg{creatlon workers, ~(21)_ T T

- 3. The Haltlan statlstlcs, w1th the promlnence of ethnology
~and 1nternatlon§l studies- as compared with the under-
representatlon f agriculture, education and. technology,"
must be seen in the general context of economic under-
development. The per capita gross domestic product in
1970 was $72 less than one-fifth 6f the papulation is
" literate; less than one in four of the populatlon 5-14 years
of age attends primary school; life expectancy, infant
mortality rate, ratio of hospltal beds and doctors to~

’
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~‘more Haitian doctors in Canada than in Haiti, (24)

,populagiag, calorie intake, index of a’grficu_ltiﬁafprodixc-
«. tivity, output of electric power, in all-these fields ‘Haiti -
_ . ranks lowest among the Latin American republics.(22)

’ . BRAIN DRAIN ;

" This brings »us”-ther‘efore to thé’queéfion-gf the bi;ain_
drain. Castro, who allowéd~the _bourgegis ‘professdrs and
technigians that he inhefited , to emigrate, has been

J partit;’hlarly-stern on. this (fguestion of the brain drain of the

- young replacements he is now training to produce ‘his new
“socialist man”. As he once bluntly put it: “to train a -

* 'university-educated techpician costs thousands upon thous-
. ands of pesos ... should iwe train technicians who are later -
. going.to work in .th€ United States? I don’t believe' that’s
Cright”(28) - T T S T o

. -

y Thevcfitical-'s}ituatioﬂ'"ek n be_seen", it the-i'ealities/:facing v
‘two Caribbean areas. First, Haiti. Haitian professionals can be

- found everywhere in Africa — judges, teachers, engineers,
~ doctors, even in the foreign service (e.g. Guinea) or ‘in the

official éstablishment . 4nd the  security forces, (Congo). A
-r'n_ission/ from the Congo sought to secure teachers jn Haiti;
half the graduating class at the teachers training school at the -

- University of HAiti applied. Only three of 264 medical

graduates in the past decade remained~in Haiti. There are

The second area is Trinidad aﬁq Tobago. From the
Commonwealth Caribbeanas a whole, between 1962 and 1967,

" the United States of' America received 1,127 engineers, 368

natural scientists, 1,184 physicians, and 1,733 nurses; of the

| . nurses 269 were supplied by: Trinidad and Tohago.(25) Of the . «: -
~ 425 doctors who graduated from the University of the o

. 18 to other countries. (26) For the year 1968 to 1971,
professional emigration from Trinidad and Fobago has been as S
follows: architects, engineers and surveyors, 80 to the . .

Indies between 1954 and 1968, 133 — three out of 10 —
emigrates: 75 to Cinada, 37-to the United. States of America,

United States of America, 30 to Canada; nurses and midwives;

- 450t0 United States of America, 70 to Canada; teachers. 180

005 . . . .
Yo . . L [T
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to United States of America, 270,to Canada; draughtsmeri dnd

) science and engineering technicians, 80 to United States of -
»  -Ametica, 50 to Canada;  administratiye, executive and

' ~ managerial workers, 50 to United States of Amierica, 50 to

~ (anada; other professional, technical annd related workers, 90
! . to United States of Ameriea.to Canada. (27) .

v "

~ . . DISSENT =
L . v‘¢ o ~ B 4
. This brings us now to the question of university dissent,
involving :both staff -and students. At both lev%;relations
between governments and the universities are in ved.

) “Invglvegnet;” has become ore of the fashionable
Amiversity-‘cli_ches.'At the level'of the faculty, it involves more’
“or less a direct incursion into politics. A familiar phenomenon .
“in Ttaly is the absenteeism of proféssors from their univérsity
.. .- clases- assisting in Rome in the forma ion or destruction of the =~
endless coalition cabinets arising~ from .the proportional
representation system. In pre-Castro| Cuba many -professors . -
. were directly involved in politics and at least two became.
r «Presidents of the Republic. At the*University of, the West
“Indies political parties have emerged on the campus in open
. .« opposition to governmerts, and faculty members are involved
- irf the ‘'organization of trade unions in which they hold office.
@urrently in Puerto-Rico a critical situation has emerged
between the Chancellor, the nominez|of one political party,
 and the Supreme Council on which the- alternative. party,
» rejected in a regent election, had ngminated 4 certain number
- of members. "Again, at the Univ'grsit of the West Indies,
' newspapers, es§entially political, are pr duced, one of them in
particular being notorious _forits seurr ity. '

~ Caribbean Governments have already begun’to chal- .

- lenge this coricéption of acadegnic freedom; it. is obvious that =~ .

- no'such claims could be advanced in"Castro’s Cuba. At arecent -~ . -
Heads of Government meeting of the Commonwealth '

_ Caribbean; ‘many of the author’s colleagues denounced the .

" Social Science Faculty of the University of the’ West Indies,
= and ‘more than one suggestion was made that it should be -
 closed d§wn: the author, who was Chairman of the meeting,




. ~'was cpmpelled, as a product - himself of. a Social Science’ ) ‘.
y- — Faculty, to oppose these proposals and indicate that ke could. .
* not agre® to throwing out. the baby with the bath water. The ™
R recent Coust decision upholding the dismissal at the London =~ -
- School of Eé¢onomies of a faculty member who incited students.
t6 break down the gates, on the ground that such action 'was .

not consistent with acadefic freedoM, would seem to pomt a
road to the future -that many Governments, 1nclud1ng..

‘ Carlbbean Governments, arq likely to follow. - :

.= o
,

L 3 The most obvious step would seem to.be a Comnusswn of
Enquiry to delimit academi¢ freedom.. More than ohe
Caribbean.Governrifent has already found it necessary to deny -

~  worlt permits to West Indians who are non-natlonals on t%ee
-ground that they cofpromise their university respon51b111

S _and abuse thiir academic. freedom"by 1ndulg1ng in, activities

L . inimical to national security. By the same" token, Carjbbean

: " Governments, both on grounds- of national secugity and of

- their obligations to other~States, have. been, forced to -

: ~«  scrutinise moge closely ekpatrlates selected. by fhe University -
for appointment. N . '

Student dissent has since 19644become a famlhar pattern

_*~in almost all countries, with 1968 as the year of student:
. revowtion. Mathew' Arnold’s scholar.gypsy of 100 years 4go
has become the 1t1nerant student agltator of the last decade.

L Major world problems have been one of the. prlnclpal
* ~ factors in student revelt — Viet Nam in the United States,’
" "nuclear- disarmament in the United Kingdom, -Algeria, in
 France the American - occupation jin Japan. But whllst'
, opposing war, nucl}aar holocaust, and the draft, students have
*, - been rebelling in ‘connection with more personel domestic
. ». . grievances —for’ ‘participatory democracy” in relation to vital
"1 areas of ‘university - life- affecting. students, especially’
curriculum, library, dlsclphne of students, and going'so far as-
student/partlclpatlon in the evaluatlon of teachlng and
.appointment, of staff. SRR \

In respect of some of the students, conventlonally
regarded as a minority, there is a highly political element in =
the situation which seeks to use the university as a base. from o "

' ,whlch to confront the entlre soc1ety and reorganise 1t 1in their .




s ‘been partlculaerthe case w1th stu ents in Mex1co and ¢
= _Verezuela, with students in Puerto Rito opposing the ROTC -
" programme:for training of officers(28) and with students in
L? the UnlverSIty of ‘Havand before Castro, who treated the

~

. ‘was orgamsed Tuh and managed by ‘students- appolnted
. their Rector, disciplined their pr fessors, w§td imposed ,
S . regulatlons against- t vintroduction of women into the o 1
*y  dormitory; students d1sc1phn1ng of thexr profess6rs was '

Edlnburgh as their Rector of Thomas Carlyle the noterious - |
neo- fascfst opponent_of democracy nd un1versal suffrage, T om

~» . people: Even at the oldér British un versities of Oxford. and - T
Cambtidge, students have from time to time¥nanifested their ‘
‘; . power-whether at Oxford by refusing to vote for"King and : 1
) _ Country, or, at a later date,. refuslng to allow the Foreign -
- = Secretaryg to speak ‘or  the vicipus demonstration at o
Cambrld agamst the admlsslon of wanien to- hlgher degrees

\\ . ‘But thereis no apparent reason why students should not
“have a major say in themown dlsclplme orin‘the organlsatlon e
" of the library. or cafeteria’ Which they use, or in co-operating.in - %
the improvement of teachlng especially at undergraduate
level. Vast changes would result, not altogether ‘bad, if
“students participated ‘in-the evaluation of their teachers, the
‘effect would be felt 1mmed1ate1y in Italy ‘in the field of
professxonal absenteeism,- which las become so pronounced
- that a law is being toyed with by the uncertain proportional
' . representatlon cabinets ‘to require a. professor to spend a -
- prescribed number of hours per week’ in contact with hjs
students There is"also every reason to encourage studen’t

-—»2_2'—-**' S
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involvement in communlty problems sub]ect always to their .

effective performance of their prlmary responsibility, which is.«
study. : , , _ N

-~

i The 11m1ted number of stud1es analysmg student revqlt
has‘ so far brought out the follow1ng polnts' e
Y

(a) Itis only a mlnor;ty, seldom exceeding 5'per.cent who
have acttvely partlclpated in protests. = -~
. -
- (b} Organlzed protest in Amerlca 1n 1967-1968 '1ndi\':ated :
. ~ ' that, for the institutions involved, 38 per cent were - ,
¢ 7. “against the Viet Nam Wak, 29 per cent concerned civil -
: ~, . 'rights, 25 per cé¢nt the draft, 25 per cent military -
K : recruitment, 34 per cent llvmg gtoup regulatlons 27
per cent student participation in campus polic mak-
~ ing,and 15 per cent currlculum 1nflex1b1hty
(c) ‘American stud t activitiés are usually those with e
o abew average g%des and incomes (80 per cent of'the -
= , stude ts at Berkeley came from fam;lles earnlng more o .
oo . than $8,000 annually) . . S .

~

»

L S (d) The boycptt and sit-in at the go School -of; -

PECT - Economlcs in 1967 showed that a proportlon~of N
s T .t - the! activists were. studying sociology (it'is reported,
L,/ -."* that,75 per cent of the protesters at, American *
S T unlversmes are readmg Sogial Sclence) . e

« '(e) The London School of Economlcs dlsturbances of 1967.
' - . showed a lower proportion of activist.among'graduate
» students than among undergraduate with a tendency
for the undergraduate proportxon to fall' among .
thlrdyear student.s{" (30) o et

.‘\‘ -

. HOWever the Venezueian study referred to above of
Oriente UmVerslty, su gest that “tHe higher the prestige ‘of a e
field, the hlgher is the level of political parﬁclpatlon and
. - interest”. Medical* students—-perhaps conformmg to the Latln ,
. Amerlcan tradl,tlon—-as well as those in engineering are more ~ .
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- o

activist .ﬁuen. 'st}xdénts in §oci§19gy," biology* and animal
- husbandry. 31) < S : R
" With the t‘ihterhétiohal entity” claimed By university
students, and the pronpunced tendency;in the Caribbean té\';
imitate the -metrs poﬁtan countries, the unrest in the

B Caribbean can be expected to develop, possibly s the wave™,

3 -Lcrzcedes in metropolitan countries - as Driver puts it “staging a

rbon-copy sit-in along a carbon-copy ‘corridor”. (82).Both -

the Berkeley demonstrations of 1970 and the CSD marches in

v Britain seemed to suggest that the infection is ‘spreading more

* to children as’opposed to undergraduates. Governments, as
. well as adult electorates,.are not likely to look kindly on such
- developments among the: privileged classes where,.In the

. international context, universities draw only six per cent of,

‘their énroffiient from working clas$ families in Germany and

-

under” 4 per- ceft from farm families, in Italy effectively’

v » K

discriminate against the under-developed South, and in Japan
still subordinate the ‘education of women in accordance with

the Japanese “code of miorals” that “the minds- of women_'.‘

’ generally are as dark as the night”. . °

\. s . « 7 - e .
“Universities the” world; over. today, of making” university.
studies mdﬁe “relevant” to the students. ‘' ,

' CARIBBEANSTUDIES .
. ‘Thefirst aﬁd most important requii'emerit in t'his.:field for
~the Caribbean is the development of Caribbean Studies. This-

~would be art absolute prerequisite to the integration of the
Caribbean area which has been fo&sl;adowed above as one of

o the primary needs for the rest of the' century. The sad-fact is

‘that, with the unprecedented attention paid to the Caribbean
area in the past 15 years, most of the work has come:from
outside sources, principally the United States and Britain. A
' surprisingly insignificant amount of work has so far been done
on the

S —— /
23
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Thefe' remains the larger qués'tidn:; which dominates

. sian ‘populations of the Caribbean—basically -the
Indians in Guyana, Surinam and Trinidad, but also the .

r
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'.Chme"sc in Cuba Guyana and Tr1n1dad Very llttle has been
.ione'on the Indonesian element in Surinam_and the #HBro0NS

¢ . . gof.Jamaica, as well as on| the Amerindians of the Guyanas. -~ . .’
' ' ,gieater emphasis on Caribbean Studies will 1n(§1ude not ortly. -1«
T history and the  social §'c1ences but the | contlffuatlon ofe _
"« agricultural research' 1n1t1ated at the former Imperial College . ¢
- of Tropical Agriculture in Trinidad which i is now the Facultyof © -'.

Agrlculture of the University of the V‘{est Indies, ds well as in

Cuba with its new Institute of Econontics at the-University of L

“Havana, the’ emphasis on political science, and the, quite- '
- 1mportant work in agrlculture and 11vestock reseaﬂ:h whlch,

' has alrydy begun

.~ . One partlcular aspect ‘of this new empha51s on Carlb‘bean
«Studies. requires speciil mention. That' iS in the field of
littrature. The Commonwealth Caribbean behaves as if
LT Carlbbean llterature is'embraced.only by novehsts they have ®% - ¢
n produced (83) It is true that, thanks largél‘“y* to pubhshlng
houses in England some;1 important names have appeared —
aipaul, Lamming, Selvon, Salkey, Mittelholzer, James (with
particular reference to his superlative book on crickety Beyond
| '_ a Bondary); sbme attentlon has been paid to Claude McKay .
haw1th his Jamaica orlglns in L\he Unlted State& ' P <
: I LI
But thls excludes Cuban hterature, Haitian literature, . '
Puerto Rican literature, and' above all the literature of the .
French Caribbean Departments. The outstanding name in the .
history of-Caribbean literature is that of Aime Cesaire of
- ¢ Martinique, Deputy in the French Parliament, in Paris, of
¥ whom it has been said that he handles the: French. .laMguage
- better than any living Frenchman. Cesaire, with Léon Damas .
of Guyana (who has a very valuable anthology of black poetry)
and President Senghour of Senegal, is one igthe ‘original and
p”r’*"hmpﬂxponents of the concept of Nogntudc There is no
‘more décisive document in the humanities in the Caribbean
than Cesaire’s “Cahier d'un tetour au pays natal”, whilst his ..
< study on Toussaint L’Ouverture in the field of history, and his
- pamphlet, Discourse on Colonialism, in the field of politics,
" constitute him one of the greatest literary flgures that the o
Caribbean has ever produced :

* -
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- The Cuban poets and nove

1P ; ﬁsp’qcially‘Nicolas Guillen
" and Regino Pedroso (of Chines cestry) €annot possibly be
" " exeluded in any consideration: he Caribbean humapities.
Nor can'the ‘Haitian poet_sf'and;;novel,istsespecially Jacques

~ Roumain and' Jear Brierre: ‘o the social side, the ‘work .of
‘-price Mars, sociolggist, A si ‘varla Vonele — a former

President of the'Societe,

~ decisive. In Puerto Rico, the: poet Luis Pales Matos has his.
place in Caribbean Letters "All this will invelve much more

- serious emphasis on :thethree basic languages of the
- Caribbean, English, Fregeh and Spanish. ' o

¥ - -"

~ Caribbean Studies would. necessarily, emphasise -the: \

- whole question of race rel ,
all ethnic groups, with the Western Hemisphere involving
‘contacts between European, Africans, ‘Asians and Amerin: .

bicf;iin_e de - Culture — is also *°

ations, defined as relation between: -

" dians. Emphasis would be placed on the Caribbean family, and.
_the Caribbean economi¢ system as it. has envelved and is -7 -

Among the most miktant ‘of the student activist in t.he

‘evolving. A note of warning, however, is here appropriate. . .-

past_decade ‘have been the blacks of America, whose - E

-disabilities and concerns go much beyond the ylternationa'l. i
malaise aid the particular grievatices of white students. Fhey
have brought to the front the question, in relation to the

~ curriculum,-of black studies, as programmes more relevant to
black experience in the ghetto. | This student criticism of
curricula is not limited to black American students. The . -

Italian university allows the student a large freedom of choice

in his courses on the ground that he should be free to select S

any course in accordance with.hié cultugel and professional .+
needs. It has been . pointed- out that on this basis an "

.- — engineering student could leave, out hydraulies and a'medical -,
student anatomy, and instead opt for sociology and fine afts..

. Butit is in Ameifica't}iaf the 5ystem of stude_ht electives
has made greatest headway, to the point where some 12,500 -

- different courses.are offered at Cornell, and even in the early
. ’20s the University-of Chicago was described, after one of its

1

principal architects, as Harper's Bazaar. It is usual to speak of - - E

Berkeley as typical of the Americ

~ N . t

an, supermarket pattern in” .




_ tbeing developed on ‘many Amerlcan campuses are in line V?lth
"I Ithis. general tradltlon f

- -scholars, aré belng ade-of these programmes. As a protest
" against Wwhite racis “in both the_selection and content of -

umvers1ty education in ‘the 20th scentury. ‘But .as ‘John

. intellectual grounds, such courses -in -black studies
programmes as “the .sociology of black sport”. “relgvant:
recreation 'iri ‘thé' ghetto”, “the ‘selection and preparat%n of.
soul food”, and even possibly “the black family in the rural~"
’env1ronment Another . cr1t1c, .Andrew F.  Brimmer, in.
polntmg tobelated steps to.assist black famlhes to catch np in
terms of famlly income * with white fammes which have
’appeared.in the last decade, questions: fhe advisability-of so:
, - segregating black studies: asinthelong od ny blacks the
o ;f"- /. opportunity..to. assume ‘a" ‘mhore  mean,
' posmon in. the Amerlcan eConomy as

, Many have stressed the danger that t*hese black studles _‘ -
programmes ¢ould - be, . on the ..6ne hand, ‘dellberately'» L
organized ill-conceived programmes ‘{by predominantly: :white'

- - . schools) because they are intended solely for Negro: Students”,
 whilst,; -on the i‘other 'hand, when. supported’ by wh1te.
1ntellectuals they ‘are really supporting recrudescence of

separate but equal’ facilities”, and introducing apartheid, in - |

E ; e ~ terms: ot‘segregated ha11s and’ res1dences on white campuses;

in between they involve a serious disruptio of black colleges:.’
by ‘raids on faculty and students, whilst exposing the, black -

" “students on- white canipuses in' their black studies program:-

black and who lack the requlred standards (34)

Already the black revqlt 1n Amerlca has had'its 1nﬂuence\;_ |

on the Caribbean: (dasﬁ'lkls, Afro hair- 0s, “soul -music,
_ . cliches), especially. with ‘the West India or1g1ns of - such.:
“leaders of the American Black. protest as Marecus, Garvey from

More and more cr1t1clsms, from both black and wh1te -

"Blassingame, 'Assistant Editor of the Booker T, Washlngton o
Papers, has pretested, it appears dlfflcult to justify, on v

nd superlor I
3 -~

- ‘mes to poorly prepared teachers who are ffor the most part.fc

g unlverslty educatlon The black - studles programmes now .

PR

o

Jamaica, Stokeley Carmichael born in T inidad, 'and Roy
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Inniss born in the United States Virg'in Islands. In so far as the - -

black protest movement, in the context of the large number of
independent African States, rescues Africa from - the

intellectual ‘approbrium and disdain to which it has been .
-¢onsigned by the - white " developed countries and their
“intellectuals, and in so far as the black protest movément

introduces a new element into the world racial situation of
conscious pride in blackness and the African cultural heritage,
then the movement has come-to stay and will make an

~enormous intellectual contributign to the world by its

correction of historical distortion and repudiation of the great

lie of history, that Africa had no history before the contact '

with Europe in the slave trade perlod e v

To ‘the extent that thls movemient w1ll prov1de an

-opportunity for black scholars and researchers to write and

publish without the conventional prejudices.to Which many '

are subjected by white publishing. hiouses, then this is a great"

step forward in the history of academic freedem as # relates
" to the prosecution of research. To the extent that the current -
" American emphasis on black studies will encoutrage further -
. research in the Caribbean on black 1nﬂuence§ — one thinks of

the work of Fernando Ortiz, a white m¥n in pre (l?stro Cubd,
vn African influences on the Spanish spokefi in Cuba and jn the

Music of Cuba—, then this should be an encouragement to the -

researcher in Carlbbean Universities who, outside of a limited

_ amount of work in Puerto Rico, Jamaica and Trinidad, has not
done much 1ntellectually to explore the Afrlcan herltageqn the ‘;

Caribbean.

On this point,” however, one cannot be too sure. To a

. group of Afro-Amerlcan students visiting Cuba in 1963 and

their comments that..sthool text books had no reference to -

R Afrlca and its peoples ir a country with a large population of .

"African descent, Che Guevara replied as- follows: “African -

history does not exist...I see no more purpose in black people .

studying African history in Cuba than.in my children studying

Argentina.....Black. peopie in Cuba need to study Marmst -
Leninism, not, African hlstory

-
»

L » P . s

. The second emphaSIS for the Caribbean Unlversltles for -

’ the future is a matter pf concern to un1ver51t1e5\all over the

e
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- world, wh1ch are becommg miore and more_¢onscious about
~what Edgar Faure, formerly  a Minister of .Education in
France, described’ as “Balkanlsmg higher educatlon four

. monstreuse de connaissances disparates™ — 'a monstrous

years ago. The problem, as, Faure saw it. was “iine. somme

sum of specialised knowledge —, with its tendency, as he put

it, to “de-alienate man”. This has been the background to all
sorts -of experlments in inter-disciplinary contact§ and area .,
studies = PPE at Oxford (going for several years), music with

mathematics, medicine with - sohoiogy and psychology,,
physjes and’ philosophy at Oxford; -at Manchester liberal

. studiesin sclence linking physics,, chemlstry, mathematics and -~

engineeriiig with- anthropology, sociology and ecoriomics, and

°

first-year- survey courses in social science, humanities and
natural science, which has been adopted in many unlver51t1es

" including the'Unrver51ty of the West Indies.

It would appear, at least from the student dlsturbances,-

that this experimentation has so.:far notsucceeded ‘in

achieving a synthesis of. knowledge, ‘which each scientific-and
'_technologlcal advance makes more difficult. The Universities

in the Garibbean have therefore an-opportunity to ex’pe'rlment'
in this field and- to make an enduring contribution 'to
universit, education the world over. This would be in some
areas where — perhaps influenced by Leroi Jones with his

_dismissal .of Shakespeare as irrelevant because of his use of ..

“Thee” and “thou” — one has heard young secondary school
students in Trlnldad, at ‘a national forum criticising the

_strangest of all at Strasbourg, a dental school linked with, -
: -;}J ewish sdciology. Harvard led the way more than a quarter of
g century ago with empha51s ona general education, leading to

‘importation of pianos and violins and advocatmg exdluswe L

emphasm on the steelband 1nstrument

A new llne of development might be to fake a number of

‘key themes and issues’ which are of cohcern to students '
- relevant to' use the modern jargon, and of. deep abiding:

" personal interest, and explore these <in their historical, -
1nterdlsc1p11nary and international context. A few suggestlons K
. might serve to illustrate the basic proposal. . . "+ -

LS N
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. contemporary revolt against Pa
» abortiofi and the celibacy of the clergy.

.

One such major field of student concern, very relevant to
the. modern world, would be the subject of women'’s liberation

or, to be more blunt, sex. Concern of students with sex is-now

an accepted fast; even Berkeley's President and California’s

‘Board of Regents would probably not react today as they did

- in 1956 to. the famous panty raid on a sorority which s
* reported to have netted 1,006 panties for which appropiate.
_compensatipn was paid (with the spread of women'’s liberation

and the form it is supposed to take, the number might be much
less in a similar raid in 1973}, though one is a little-disturbed at
the reaction of. the City Council in withdrawing its subvention
from the University of Keele because some male students
strinped in a heatwave. A discussion of women’s liberation in
its historical and ‘international context would go right down
from Aristotle and the Greek society, as‘well as other early ’

-non-Western societieg, to the contemporary period, taking tlhie
- study”through relevant text in the humanities — for-example,

OVid, St. Augustine, Chaucer, Dante, Shakespeare, Goldsmith

.and T.S. Eliott — right down to contemporary-pornography .
and- the illustrated report -to President Nixon of  -the

- Commission on Pornography, and, Obscenitys - , .

*  Anothér subject of great concern to students and very
suitable for elaboration and presentation in'its historical and
international context is religion, New Testament studies,
history of Indian * religions. The 'scope here proposed is even
more comprehensive. It would ificlude all religions, not only
Christian, Hindu and Islam, but also. African — and Caribbean
variants of African religion a5 in Haiti, The subject would take
the student through, for example, the- power of the Roman -
Catholic Church in the medieval period — including economic’
power and its attitude to science and academ}c freedom —, the
Protestant Reformation emphasising religion and the rise of

capitalism, Volta and the Enlightennfent, the doctrine of =

evolution, ' the “spread of atheism, right down fo the

pal ahthority-on°_;he pill,

- As a third themé, special attention could be paid to the
subject of the university and society, showing the relationship
in different countries and in various periods, and correcting so

s . . .
4 - . ) o - .0
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; many - of the mxsconceptlons of so many students about the
1rrelevance of the modern un1ver51ty

2

*Another useful theme could be wark and leisure, which'

jwould involve got only the system of slavery, pre-classical and
* ‘modern, including slavery in Africa itself, semi-free or free
agricultural -labour, factory labour mcludlng/
women and children-in the ~19th century, but also the
_ development of science and technology..d_;n relation to the
organisation of work and the increase of production; and the
development of mass sports, especlall'y ‘football
Relevant themes could ea51ly lfe expanded the rise of
_ trade unions and worklng clasg’ organlsatlons, the develop-
ment. of forms of governments' and- the’ theories associated
with them (paying particular attention to- non-Westérn
- societies);man and his world, empbhasising the development of
sclence in all flelds, and so on. T b
All thid will call for an intercourse and a dialogue betweéen
Caribbean Universities and their competent authorities such
as does not exist today. The Government of Trinidad  and

Tobago has announced its intentioh to establish a Gallery of g

» Caribbean Emanclpators and to sponsor a Caribbean Youth
Expression bringing the young people together in sport, art,

culture, handicraft, dialogue. The Caribbean Universities in.

-the year 2000 would be merely items'in the islands budgets of
the next-quarter of a century, mere excrescences on the body
* of universities in afflugnt countries, unless they take as their

-

goal, conscmusly and dellberately, the productlon of citizens of

an area which is sui generzs

__-—__——..,_—___————‘___——_—_——
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For thm plpor the luthor lns used: : . : (

(a) Data supphed by Consul Genenl for Truudad and Tobago in t,he
Donninican Repubhc . _

- {b) Data supphed by Cuban Ambassador to Tnmdad an,d Tobago

(c) Councnl on Higher Educatxon. «Commonwealth. of Puerto -Rico, .
' _Higher Education Facilities, Comprehensive Planmng Study, 1971 -

Report, June 1972, pp. 22-23. .

(d) Data supphed on Hmp\ hy Tnmdad a'nd Tobago Ambassador to Ham.

. (h) Data supphed by the Net,herlands Ambassador ‘to Tnmdad and

o8

9.

10.

ERIC .

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

{e) University of the West Indies, Memorandum on Esttmates of ] Needs :

for 1972-1975, January 1972, p. 32.

if) College of the Virgin Island#, Office of the President, “A. Fact Sheet’

for Interestexl Potentlal Faculty Members”, Apnl 1973.

o (g} Universtty of Guyana,\ Stateément of Development Policy for tﬁe

Tnenmum 1972-73 — 197475, July 1972.

Tobago. % ’
] Data supplied by the French Ambassador to Tnmdad and Tobago

See Sir En(\:\Ashby, Universities: Britis; Indian, African. A Study in
the Ecology of Higher E&ucatwn, London, 1966

.

H. Wells, The Modernisation .of Puerto Rico. A Political Study of
Changing Values and Institutions, Harvard University Press,
Cambridge, Massachusetts, 1971, pp. 89-90 ' o

The Growth and Expunsion of the Umuerstty of Puerto tho, o Brief
Report, Rio Pledras Campus, 1972. See also Wells, op. cit.

See not# 1 (f) .above.

o

From a ',réport in preparation by the Government af Trinidad and
Tobago on the University of the West Indie

See note 1 (g) above.

Ashby, op cit. See also S.R. Dongerkery, University. Autonomy m'

Indza. Bombay, 1967.

-

Aghby, op. cit. *

’J.A. Corry, Fafewell the' Ivory Tower. Universities in Traasition, )

) McGill-Qixeen's Univer'sity Press, Montreal, 1970, p. 34.
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! S S N The Unwers:ty, Society and Gouernment The Report of the
Comxssxon on the Relations between Universities and Governments,
Unxversxty of Ottawa Press. Ottawa 1970, PP 116 — 118,

L1e. J. Suchhckx, Unwerslty Students and Revolution in €uba, 1920-1968
: University of Miami Press, Coral Gables, Flonda. 1969, pp. 104 —
112. 5

13.-  Corry, op: cit,, p. 103. o '
14. . See note 1 (c) above; p. 16

. t 15. See note 1 (e)above. pp 52 — 53,

16. University of the West Indxes. Memorandum on Estzmates of Needs
for 1972-— 1975, pp. 31 — 32 .

1. Did p.54. .

. 18. R.F. Arnove, Student AItenatton A Veﬂezuelan Study, New York
- .. 197K p. 145. .
. . . .- . . / . )
19. See note 1 above. e ' S
: o P .
.20, . Umversxty of the West Indles, Vtce—Chancellors Report-to Counc:I
' 9’72 pPp 2—2.
C ool Seenote4above' T . C v _ A\' i
22, - O.E. Moore Haiti, Its Stagnant Society and Shack[ed Economy, New | Y

York, 1972; Inter-American Development Bank Socio-Economic
Progress in Latin America, AnnualReport 1971, Washifigton, D.C. -
pp 226, 232-—-233 o o .

23, Suchhckx, op. cit. p 126. : R B

- 24, B. Dxedench and A. Burt, Papa Doe Haiti and Its chtator, London,
. 1969, pp. 381—382. ) ,

.l

25 G Henderson, Emtgratzon of nghly Skilled Manpower from the

“ Developing Countrtes, Unitar Report No. 3, New’ York, 1970, pp.. -
167,58.
26, University of the West ﬁndles, “The Number of Doctors needed in the '
Commonwealth Caribbean,” March 23,,1972, p. 2 . . .
o1, rCentral Statistical Offnce Trmldad and Tobago Internatxonal Travel '
: StatlSthu
~ .
' ~ . ]
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28.

99,

31, -

30.

33.

34.

'

35. .

- 'See D. Rodriguez Gracram Rebeliono Protesta. La Lucha Eétudirintil -

en Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico, 1972. On Mexico, see J.B.

Slerra Cbnuversaciones con Gaston Garcia Cantu Mexico City, 1972; " :

Dr, Sierra was Rgctor. of the University from 1966-1970 and
therefore had t.o pe with the student protest of 1968. .

cor

.buchhckl ‘op c:t

T. Blackstone, K. Gales, R’ Hadley, Lewis, Students n\Confhct

L.S.E. in 1967, London, 1970, pp. 234 — 238. See also-H. Kidd, Tke

- Trouble at L.S.E. 1966——1967, Oxford University Press, 1969.

s

~Arnove op c:t p. 110. RN

Driver, The Explodmg Umversxl:y, London 1971 p: 326

See, for example, K Ramchahd The West Indxan Nouel and 1ts '

Background, London, 1970. This, however, is not true ‘of G.R.
Coulthard, Race and Colour in Canbbean L:teratu‘re, Oxford
University Press, 1962.

,~|

o ] v
See, especnlly, ?‘he Amencan Scholar, Autumn 1969, “Revolutlon on

the Campus”. Blassmgame s article, Black Studies: An Intellectual
Crisis", is on pp. 548—561, and Brimmers’s. “The Black Revolution

and thet Economic Future of Negroes in the United States”, on pp.

" 629—643. See also Black Studies in the University: A Symposiim
{held at Yale in 1968), Yale University Press, New Haven 1969; T.

‘Draper, The Rediscovery of Black Natzonahsm, London, 1970,

Chapter 10; Driver, op. cit. pp. 278——280

Carlos Moore, “Cuba: The Untold Story" Presence Afncame Vol. 24
No. 52, \1964.. -pp- 217—218. ‘
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