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ABSTRACT ' 	 ' ' " / .'
 
' "Postsecondary" .education, that is, education beyond


the 12th-grade level, includes vocational, technical, trade, and 

business- schools as well as two-,and four-year colleges. The 

institutions may be public, private, or proprietary. Emphasis on the 

wide spectrum stems from a national tenet that there is honor and 

dignity in work whether it is solely intellectual, primarily

physical, or a blend of the"*te4tpr by the same token, the integrity of 

learning, of job preparation,, can be as valid outside the traditional 

w"orld of academe as it is within and from a 'belief in freedom of 

individual choice. In recent years,.provision of postsecondary 

opportunity for'all the nation's youth has.been a national 

educational priority, and. the largest single share ot government 

support for higher learning has been used to reachjthis goal. Federal 

assistance to higher education began more than a hundred years ago

with land grants for the establishment of colleges to teach the 

agricultural and mechanical arts. It continued with the G.I. Bill; 

the Education Act of 1958; the Higher Education Act of 1965, which 

established the Supplemental Education Opportunity Grant, the 

College-Work Study Program, Guaranteed Student Loan Program; and the 

1972 Amendments to the Higher Education Act, establishing a new Basic 

Educational Opportunity Grant Program that reaffirms the principle of 

postsecondary education as a right, not a privilege, which must be 

accessible to all who qualify. Together, the various federal programs

help several million needy students each year. (Author/KE)
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: T, H, BFLL ­
u,s, 

LADIES AND GEN ILTOl, IT IS A VERY GREAT PLEASURE AND A PRIVILEGE TO , 

5 - flISCUSS WITH YOU TollAY TO P01£ OF IHE.UNIIbD S1ATIS GOVERNOT IN MAKING TO 

^ OPPORTUNITY .FOR POSTSECONDARY' EDUCATION A REALITY FOR EVERY STUDENT IN OUR .

* * . 

^ "COUNTRY WHO MAY WISH TO PARTICIPATE,' . 

: TO TERM "POSTSECONDARY" KEFERS TO EJXJCATIfM BEYONTJ OUR SECONDARY SCHOOL' 

OR MLFTH-GfWE LEVEI, IT IS. ljUCATION 1HAT OCCUFS .AFTER THE STUDENT HAS 
" V' 

. 	 EARNED A DIPULW OR.CEKHI-ICA1E OF [VjtlfTH- GRADt LEARNING AOIIRehNT, EITHER 

THROUGH TO FORML SCHOOL S'-RIJCIllRE OR 'THROUGH EXAMINAflON, TO POS1 SECONDARY 

UNIVERSE INCLUDES VOCATIONAL, TECHNICAI, TfW, fW R1SINESS SCHOOLS AS WEI± ' 

AS UNIVERSITIES AND TWO ,TO FOUR YEAR COIJ ijttS, THE I^TITHTIONS MAY BE PUBLIC, 

MAINTAI^ED FOR TTF'MOST PART W 1AXI :S; THFY M BE PRIVATE,- OPERATE! ON A NON­

PROFIT BASIS; OR PROPRIETARY, OPFMHJ) BY INDIVIDUAL fiR CORPORATIONS TO MAKE ' 

A 	PROFIT, ' . ' ­

TO ONE WHO HAS NUT«VDflEl) A GREAT BLAI UJ- A1TFNTION TO Iff bBJCATION 

-SYSTFI OF TO UNITE) STATES, TO RKTSECOND^UY CONCFPT ITSEIF MA/ BE STMETHING 

OF A CURIOSITY, ONE MW ASK WHY WE HAVE PLACED 'oO'MJCH, ETOSIS ON THE 

N " UNIVERSE OT POSTSTCfMRY FDLKAflON IRSTfAD OF UHMMTING nUR" IlffEBEST' AND 

^ OUR FINANCIAI. RESOURCE ON FDUCA1 ION PRfJVUB BY COL I JjfiES W I WreSITI^ ; 

X, WHICH HAS, ^flER All, HISTORICAI. PRf.CEDBICE, 

^ ' OUR EN^IS Cfl TTF VflDt' SPIlTRUM'sfj^ FROM A PAS 1C NATIONAL TtNET- ' 

^- THAT TORE IS HONOR AND DIGNITY IN WORK WltlllER IT .FS SOI ELY INTELLECTUAL, 

7TTOWFOTTF "351H INItKNAI iTl^r"am.^Mi"ONT).n;A"ITnN"T)nHE" INftHMATIONAL 
BUREAU OF EDUCATION; GENEVA, '^IITZEPJAND, AlK.ilSI 'A, I 
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PRIWRILY PHYSICAL OR A BLEND OF TOE m BY THE SAFE TOKEN, THE INTEGRITY 
.OF LEARNING, OF JOB PREPARATION, CAN BE AS VALID OJfTSIDE.THE TRADITIONAL, 

WORLD OF ACTO? AS IT IS WITHIN, * 

> * ANOTHER BASIC TBET IS OUR BELIEF IN* FREEDOMS INDIVIDUAL' CHOKE, WE 

ARE PHIU3SOPHICALLY OWITTED TO THE FREEDOM OF THE IMIVIDIAL TO SELECT , 

EDUCATION THAT WILL BRING THAT PERSON THE- GREATEST MEASURE OF PERSONAL 

SATISFACTION, BOTH IN PERSONAL CAREER AND IN USE'OF LEISURE TlfE. HOWEVER, 

TO BE-ASSURElI OF THIS FREEDOM 
* 

OF CHOICE, THE INDIVIDUAL NJST HAVE A GENUINE

OPPORTUNITY-TO CARRY OUT HIS CARER ASPIRATION--AN OPPORTUNITY FOR ACCESS TO 

EDUCATION, / 

IN RECENT YEARS, PROVISION OF POSTSECONDARY OPPORRINITY FOR ALL THE 

NATION'S mm HAS BEEN A NATIONAL EDUCATION PRIORITY, AND THE LARGEST SINGLE ' 

SHARE QF GOTfWENT SUPPORT FOR HIGHER LEARNING HAS BEEN USED TO REACH THIS 

GOAL, WHILE WE HAVE WDE 1HJLING PROGRE^, OUR/DISTANCE HAS MOT BEEN SPAfra 

AND WE STILL HAVE A WAY T(l TRAVEL, \ 

AS YOU WO'', EnJCATIlKlN THE I WITH) STATES IS NOT PRIMARILY AN ENDEAVOR 

OF THE UNITE) STATES GOVERWIT, EACH STATE AND TERRITORY SUPPORTS A.SYSTEM 

OF FRE ElBOTARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLIffi FOR ALL STUDENT? WITHIN ITS LEGAL 

JURISDICTION, EDUCATION STANDARDS HAVE BEEN REACHED THAT APE SIMILAR ENOUGH-

TO ALLOW UNRESTRICTED ST1JIBTT MOBILITY ACROSS STATE LINES, EACH STATE AND . 

TERRITORY ALSO SUPPORTS THROUGH TAXATION AT LEAST ONE IF NOT SEVERAL 

INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING,. 

SnfETIPES EDUCATION AT PUBLICLY SUPPORTED INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING 

IS FRE, BUT MDST OFTEN IT IS NOT, THE COST, ALTHOUGH IT MAY BE LOW, CAN ACT AS 



AN'OBSTACLE FOR MANY-'POTENTIAL STUDENTS FROM LOW-INCOME FAMILIES, AND IT IS % 

< THJS BLOCK TO ACCESS THAT THE GOVERM^NT IS STRIVING TO fWVE, 

-	 " , FEDERAL ASSISTANCE TD HIGHER EUCATION BEGAN MORE THAN A HUNDRED YEARS 

. AGtT.WHEN LAND GRANTS WERE MADE TO STAfe FOR THE ESTABLISNpT. OF CQli£(JS 

' TO TEACH THE AGRICULTURAL AND I^CHANICAL ARTS TO THE SONS AND DAUGHTERS^ 

. 	 THE INDUSTRIAL CLASSES, 'AFTER THAT, A RELATIVELY. PA^IVE POLE WAS MAINTAINED 

UNTIL A FEW MONTHS BEFORE THE SECOND' WORLD WAR ENDED, AT THAT TIME, WHAj^i. 

COMMONLY REFER TO AS THE "G,I, BILL" CAME INTO BEING, IN JUST A' FEW YEARS 

-	 AFTER ITS INCFPTION, CWUSES ACROSS THE COUNTKY SWELLED WITH ENROUJOfTS OF 

STLKNTS FROM^ALL WLKS OF LIFE-MANY OF THEM PERSONS WHO, .WITHOUT THE 

w , . OPPORTUNITY EXTENDED BY THE BILL/WOULD HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO INCLUDE HIGHER 

. 	 EDUCATION ATTAINMENT IN THEIR PLANS FOR THE FUTURE, JO AN EXTENT .THIS BROAD-

SCALE FORM OF AID ACHIEVED ACCESSIBILITY, BUT IT m LIMITED TO A PARTICULAR 

CATEGORY OF CITIZEN-THE MILITARY VETERAN, ^FINANCIAL NEED WWCT A CRITERION 

-	 FOR PARTICIPATION^ , ­
AS IN OTHER CENTRES, PROGRESS IN EDUCATION IN THE UNITED ST/^ES IS 

/ INFLUENCED BY A VARIETY OF FACTORS, THE EDUCATION ACT OF 1^58, PASSED Ifl -

THE INTEREST OF MEETING AN INCREASED NEED FOR ENGINERS'/\ND'SCIENTISTS,. IS 

- AN EXAMPLE OF A DEVELOPfefT THAT HAD URGE-SCALE IMPLICATIONS FOR HELPING 

EQUALIZE ACCESS TO POSTSECONDARY EDU&TION, THIS ACT WAS DESrGNED TO 

-	 DEVELOP THE TALENTS OF YOLrTH IN SUCH AREAS -AS SCIENCE, ENGINEERING, AND 

MATHEJWICS AND MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGE?, THE LANGUAGE OF THE LW DID mi 

ADDRESS CULTURAL, ECONOMIC, OR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT, HOWEVER4 IT DID 

. PROVIDE, 'FOR THE FIRST TIfE IN THE NATION'S HISTORY, A^SLIBSTANTIAL STUDENT 



  

  

 

LJOW PROGRAM, WHICH IWE) THE BEGINNING Of BROAD-GAUGED FEDERAL EFFORlS TO . 


INCREASE ACCESS TO HIGHER EDUCATION,. THEJPROGRW PROVIDES RJNRS TQ INSTTFUTIOfp.-


Of HlfyER EDUCATION TO MAKE LOW-INTEREST, DEFERRED PAYTCNT LOANS TO GRADUATE AND 


UNdERGRADUATE STUDENTS, FEBERAL GRAINS TO THE INSTIWTIONS MAte.HP 90 PERCENT , 

OF THE LJOAN FUNDS, TEN PERCENT^ IS CONTRtBUTED BY THE INSTITUTION, WHICH' IS 


RESPONSIBLE FOR .SELECTING THE LOAN.RECIPIENTS,
 
< NINETEEN HUNDP AND SIXIY-FIVE Wte A^GOOD YEAR^FOR AMERICAN EDUCATION AT 


ALL LEVELS, IT- WAS A PARTIQJLARLY GOOD YEAE FOR PERSONS WHO COULD NOT. AEFORD ' '' 


EDUCATION BEYOND "M^fiEE SECONDARY LEVEL, THE HIGHER EDUCATION ACT, OF 1965 

ADDRESSED THE PRBLP! OF UNEQUAL ACCESS DIRECTLY THROUGH THE CREATION OFkjGRAP(TS 


AND .WORICSTUDY PROGRAMS THAT WOULD ENORMOUSLY EXPAND THE DIVISIONS OF OPPORTUNITY 

FOR W FINANCIALLY DISTRESSED, AS WITH THE U1ANS. AUTHORIZED UNDER THE NATIONAL 


EDUCATION ACT, RINDS FOR THESE PROGRAMS ARE AWARHFD PY THE FEDERAL
 
* * ~ /
 

O'EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS, WHICH SELECT PARTICIPANT AND DETERMINE 

HOW NJCHTHEY WILL RECEIVE,

f
 

THE GRANT, mi CALLED THE SlPPLBfNTAL ERICATIONAL OfTORINITY GRANT, 

IS SUPPORTED ENTIRELY BY EDEPAL FUNDS AND TARGETS THOSE PERSONS WHOSE- -

NEED IS GREATEST, THE COLLEGE WRK-ST1.IDY PROGRAM COMBINES FEDERAL GOVERNMENT . 

AND INSTITUTIONAL FUNDS TO ENCOURAGE AND EXTEND; E^fTiTfNT, BOTH ON p OFF/ 

T> C/toJS, FOR STUDENfs VIHO MUST EARN TO 'OFFSET EXPENSES,' " -

. THE HIGHER* EDUCATION ACT,OF 1965 ALSO ESTABLISHED A GUARANTEED STUDENT - * 


LOAN PROGRAM FOR. MIDDLE-INCOME PERSONS WW NEEDED SOfE RELIEF FROM THE RISING 


COSTS OF EDUCATION, THE- PROGRAM IS AN EXCELLENT EXAMPLE OF VIHAT CAN PE 


*ACCOTLISHED TUPaiGH THE COOPERATIVE EFFORTS OF DIVERSE GROUPS, THE PRIVATELY 



(MED BANKS AND OTHER FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS PROVIDE TTE LOAN PRINCIPAL THE LOAN 

IS INSURED BY THE FEDERAL GO/EfWENT, AND THE POSTSEO)NnARY|CfmJNITY PROVIDES THE 

EDUCATION, . 1T FEDERAL GOVERN^ GUARANTEES PAYMENT OF THE LOAN-IF THE SUM" 

-FAILS TO PAY THE LOAN THE GOVERNS PAYS THE BANK, 

. .THE 1972 AiepENTS TO THE' HIGHER EDUCATION ACT, HOWEVER, MAY BE GIVEN 

CREDIT, FOR FIPftY ESTABLISHING A SWEEPING CONCEPT OF POSTSEQONDARY EDUCATION 

FOR PROVIDING .AUTHORITY FOR AN .ijTOCEDENTED NATIONAL CCWIITOT TO EXTEND 

EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES TO EVERYONE, REGARDLESS OF ABILITY TO PAY; THIS " 

WAS ACCOMPLISHED PRIMARILY THROUGH A NEW. BASIC EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY GRANT 

PROGRAM THAT REAFFIRMS THE PRINCIPLE THAT POSTSECONDARfEDUCATinM IS A RIGHT, 

NOT A PRIVILEGE, AND MUST BE ME ACCESSIBLE TO All WHO OUALIFY, 

/ UNLIKE OTT R 'FEDERAL AID, THE BASIC GRANT IS AWARDED BY THE FEDERAL 

GOVERNMENT DIECTLY TO THE STUDENT, THE GR^NT GIVES TFE RECIPIENT' FLEXIBILITY 

IN DETERMINING EDUCATION GOALS BECAUSE THE STUDENT IS ENTITLED TO THE GRANT-

REGARDLESS OF WHERE HE CHOOSES TO. .ATTEND COLLEGE, THE GRANT WY NOT EXCEED / 

ONE HALF THE COST "OF ATTENDING THE INSTITUTION, IT IS DESIGNED TO FORM THE 

BASE ON WHICH A PYRAMID OF AID CAN BE BUILT, TAILORED TO THE NEEDS OF THF 

INDIVIDUAL BY THE SELECTED COLLEGE OP SCHOOL, 

TOGETHER, THE VARIOUS FEDERAL PROGRAMS HEIP SEVERAL MILLION NEEDY STUDENTS 

EACH YEAR, ' FEDERAL ASSISTANCE TO STUDENTS, THOUGH, IS WT SOLELY FINANCIAL, ' 

IN ORDER/TO IDENTIFY .AND ENCOURAGE THE PARTICIPATION OF THE DISADVANTAGED IN 

POSTSF.CONDARY EDUCATION, THE GOVERNMENT SUPPORTS SUCH PROGRAM THAT STRM TO 

GIVE COUNSELING ASSISTANCE AND OTHEP ENCOURAGP/ENT TO TALENTO STUDRNTS OF 



- 6 ­

UOW INCOME THROUGH EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY THESE PROGRAMS PROVIDE 
A VARIETY OF SERVICES-HANGING FROM coifeLiNG PRIOR TO ENTRY MO AN , 
INSTITUTION TO TUTORING AND GUIDANCE AFTERAWAPDS, THEY ARE" DESIGNED TO : 

» TNCOURAGE CAPABLE STUBfTS TO ENTER COLLEGE AND TO HELP THEM SUCCEED,> 
. \ THE-e0VEW*efFS HELPING -ROLE WILL CONTINUE, THE pfellBJT HAS ASKED 

THAT AID TO STUDENTS IN POSTSECONDARY INSTIMIONS BE EXTENDED AND INCREASINGLY 

* REDIRECTS TO ASSURE THAT EVERYONE WHO IS ELIGIBLE WILL RECEIVE A COMBINATION .
\ 

OF FEJIERAL GRANTS AMP SUBSIDIZED LOAfIS TO Wl IP THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE 
^- ^OST OF POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION AND THE AMWT THE FAMILY CAN CONTRIBITC, 

THE 'AIM IS TO CLOSE THE COST GAP FOR STljDENTS FROM MODERATE AND LOW-INCOME 
FAMILIES SO THAT THEY MAY ENJOY THE S/V OPPORTUNITIES ENJOYED BY THOSE WITH -
HIGHER INCOME, 

IN BRIEF, THOUGH EQUAL OPPORTUNITY AND ACCESS HAVE NOT YET BEEN FULLY , 
REALIZED/ PROGRESS HAS BEEN MADE, EACH YEAR LARGER PERCENTAGES OF LOW- INCOTC 

-	 YOUTH MAKE UP OUR POSTSECONDARY ENROLL^NTS, WHILE IT WOULD BE IMPROPER TO : 
'ASCRIBE THIS PROGRESS ET^IRELY TO THE, ROLE OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNS, 
FEDERAL ASSISTANCE IS ClfARLY A MAJOR FACTOR AND ONE HE INCREASING SIGNI­
FICANCE, 

WE ARE CONFIDENT THAT OUR CONTINUED COf^ITCNT WILL BRING TO FULFILLMENT 

THE NATION'S GOAL TO RFTDVE THE ECONOMIC BARRIERS TO EOUALITY OF nppnRTWnY . 

' ' IN PnSTSECONDARY EDUCATION, 
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Since inception, over 15 milliton veterans have been helped.
 

CAMPUS BASED PROGRAMS
 

National Direct Student Loan (National Defense Education Act of 1958)
 

Cumulative since inception - Federal contribution: $2.8 billion
 
Number of loans 6.5 million
 

« ;      . »
Academic Year 1975-76 Federal contribution: $321 million
 
(combined Federal and__________(Number of loans (est.) 730,000 

institutional funds) , (^Average amount (est.) $600
 

-	 ' Participating
 
Institutions 2,942
 

*
 

College 	Work-Study (Higher Education Act of 1965)
 

Cumulative since inception Federal contribution: $2.1 billion
 
Number'of jobs 4.1 million
 

Academic Year 1975-76--"-^ r- Federal contribution: $420 million 

(combined Federal and __._________("Number of jobs (est.) 725,000 

institutional funds (^Average earnings (est.)$650
 

Participating 

Institutions 3,278
 

Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants (Higher Education Act of. 1965)
 

Cumulative since inception ;  Federal contribution: $1.6 billion 

^ ' t Number of grants 2.6 million
 

Academic year 1975-76 Federal contribution: $240 million
 
Number of grants (est.) 343,000. 

Average amount (est.) $760 

Participating 

Institutions , 3,394
 



Basic Educational Opportunity Grant (Education Amendments of 1972)
5 ; '' ; *r - _ ­
Cumulative since inception - --Federal contribution:, - $1.35 billion
 

Academic Year 1975-76­ -Federal funds available $800 million 

Number of grants (eat.) x 1 million 

Average amount $.800
 

(Participating institutions 5800)
 

Guaranteed Student Loan Program (Higher Education Act*of 1965)
 

*» . , Dollars »»^*»»»^»»   borrowed i   Number of loans
"
 * v 

Cumulative since inception -- - $8.23 billion 7.95 million . 


Academic Year 1975-76 ----- $1.49 billion (est.) 
 .995-,000 (est.)


(Participating institutions: 8827) '.
' 
 '
 

Trio & Educational Opportunity Centers 


Cumulative since inception 
 Federal contribution^ ; $535 million
 
Disadvantaged students aided: 1.7 million­

»   . (est.)

V *
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Higher Education Institution and.Enrollment Statistics
 

In 1900, the'number of higher education institutions*totalfed 977.
 

In*1974, the number higher education institutions, including 2-year

institutions, totaled 3,004. Of this number, 1,140 were 2-year

Institutions. - . ­

9
 

1900 1974
 

Undergraduate Degree Credit .Enrollment: 2,3i,761
 7,833,000
Graduate Degree Credit Enrollment J 5,831 l,190,t)00

<


Total 
 237,592 9,023,000
 

2-year college enrollment:
 2,198,000
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