' DOCUMENT RESUME

ED 113 580 . | S cE o*os 076

AUTHOR .. ﬂ,Thorson, James A. S e
TITLE - Attitudes Toward the Aged as a Functlon of Race and
. Social Class. ) ,
PUB DATE 1 Nov 74 L s . “
NOTE . 10p.; .Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the
: ( . Gerontological.Society (27th, Portland, Oregon, '
November 1, 197u) _ 4
EDRS PRICE MF-$0.76 HC- $1 58 Plus Postage s
DESCRIPTORS *Attitude Testss. *Comparatlve Analysis; *Older:

Adults; Racial Factors; *Social Attitudes; Social .
Class; Social Factors; *Young Adults

ABSTRACT
Studies have indicated that subjects with more years - )

of education show a positive attitude toward older persons. The

- present study investigated the effects of other variables, in this
case race and social class, in relation to attitudes toward older
persons. A sample group of high school juniors .and seniors whose ages

. ranged from 16 to 18 were given a questionnaire based on the Kogan

. Attitudes Toward 0ld People Scale. The subjects consisted of 48 v
blacks and 50 whites; 46 belonged to the lower income class and 52 to
the middle income class. The results Of the "study showed almost no
effect on attitudes toward older people based on race and social -
class. Combining data from thi's study with a previous study giving a
total of-194 subjects showed a relationship between number of: years
of education and a more positive attitude towards the elderly. The
tabulated scores and a list of references are 1nc1uded‘ (pC)‘

*************************************'*****”***,******** 3¢ 3 3 de e e s 3k ok o ok sk e 3K e oke ok ok

* Documents acquired by ERIC include many informal unpubllshe%
* materials not available from other sources. ERIC makes every effort
* to obtain the best copy available. Nevertheless, items of marginal
* reproducibility are often encountered and this affects the quality

' * of the microfiche and hardcopy reproductions ERIC makes available

"* via ‘the ERIC Document, K Reprqduction Serv1ce (EDRS). EDRS is not
- respon51b1e for the guallty of the orlglnal document. Reproductions

*

sk

supplled by EDRS are the best that can bé made from the original.
*********************************************************************

« .o \ ' - 3

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

/




. N - o . . L o S e,
. . . . . e __‘_*‘H‘
. . R .

S N S S S 7 U'S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH,

i ’ . . , EDUCATION & WELEARE
. Y ] . R ' NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF
. . N . B EDUCATIPN y
. _ . v , : THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRO- /
- , . . , ) ’ ?:éEPDE'“Es::COT“LV“AS RECEIVED FROM ;-
o) ( T ey e L ATING iT 'f'OlNisqogtl’l‘éﬁg:ggm%m: ya
e STATED DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRE- .
_#_ , 4 -, -7 SENT OF FICIAL NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF *
. ) . , o EDUCATION POSITION OR POLICY .
- ) )
/ N )
.D 4 * . * //; "
l l ’ ( “ . [ -
) !
) o
/ . s .
ATTITUDES TOWARD THE AGED AS A
. FUNCTION OF RACE AND SOCIAL CLASS i
~ v - ’ 1
- t - { * -
- A paper presented to the Section on :
° ' : Psychological and Social-Sciences of ‘ .
' The Gerontological Society :
‘ : S at the 27th annual Scientific Meeting .
. . - Portland, Oregon ' S
November 1, 1974 ‘r
James A. Thorson
Department of Adult Education and .
Center for Continuing Educationm, .
University of Georgia ' , .
. . ‘
S e ' '
« .
e .
B ! ER .
B . ~
AE: , .
8 , P
I o - .
C ERIC :

T /
g




S

Attitudes toward the Aged as a ; . , _
- Function of Race and Social Class ' ’ -~

J . James A. Thorson, M.Ed.

.In a prior study (Thorson, Hancock, and Whatley, 1973 and 1§7Zi;//‘ .

it was ;eported that eiperimental data indicated more positive
attitudes toward older persons were held by test 8ubjects who had a
greater number of years of education, and more negative attitudes on

the part of subjects who were themselves older. That study analyzed
3,

: . 7 ' v
. regults obtaiqed from administering Kogan's$Attitudes Toward 01d

Fédple Scale (ﬁbgad, 1961) to sam?le groups; of %tudéhts'(N-Gl) and

. practitioners in service ‘delivery to the elderly (Na55).

1

Parallel research has appeared since that first study was com-
pIeted‘that,in art confirms the reported results. Sister Marion
l ) . s

Gillis (1973) éb pub ighed data 1ndicéting a trend toward more positive

creases, but bund ambiguous results when testing féf the variable of
employing agency. [She cites studies by C;mﬁbell (1971)'anh Brown
(1967) that confim the positive relationship between level of éducation
and rejection of gtereotypes of the aged. Sister Marion used a 48 item
instrument based jon one developed by Lowy (1968) that she had'r;vised,
and administered it to groups of registered nurses (N=32),711censed
(N=28),. and nurses aides (N=26) working in five

practical nurse

different nursing homes and one general hospital. Using a one-way

3
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. cluded that, although the trend did not hold true in every case,

_ that varied by race and social class. The final group consisted of ~

/

analysis of variance to determine difference in attitudes by test
subjects' age, level of education, length of time working with the
aged, anﬁ type of emﬁloying agency, she found,a‘signifigant effect

(p =.01) only for the variable of years of education. She con-

educational level did demonstrate an ‘effect on attitudes, and that

other untested variables might also have an effect.

Method - |
! . - - EE
. g
In the previous research reported‘by,mhorson, Hancock, and
Whatley, it was suggested ﬁhat;;he variables of subjects' race and

social class might élso have an effect on tneir attitude towardfoider

péraons. The objective of the resent study was to follow-up with

additional subjects and teBt'for these variables.
To coﬁtrol-for age and educaﬁion; a sample group (N=98) was
drawn that.consisted of individuals wholwere at nearly the same age
and had the same number of years in education. It.would be highly o

desirable if this group was heterogeneous and consisted of persons
}

~Atlanta ‘high school junlors and seniors whose age:ranged from 16 to 18 ~.

years. Assistance was received from two of the high school sociology
teachers, each of whom knew the test subjects. The teachers administered

the test instrument and acted as judges to code the gnestionnaire by L

-

-

subjects' race and social class. The determination of race wasﬁnd”
prob ém, but social class was a more ambiguous classificgtiﬁﬁ. The S

, . X ) ~ :
judges were asked to dékﬁgnace each person who completed the instrument

.

s

to be either '"'middle income'" or "lower income;"/fg;re weretyk students 4




"nguld be drawn for the total group only on the variables of age and

who could bémEE 1€d "upper class' in this inner-city school. In

cases where the judgés could not agree that an individual obviously

. fit into either one or the other of these admittedly subjective

categories; i.e., where a person was "lower-middle income' or when

the judges conflicted in their classifications, the questionnaire
for that individual was not used. The final group of acceptable
questionnéires included 48 blacks and 50 whites, of whom 46 were

categorized as lower income and 52 were judged to be middle income.

~

¥

All completed Kogan's Attitudes:Toward 01d People Scale (OP) satis-

factorily.

The Kogan OP scale is a 34 item Likert-type instrument that

askg the respondent to agree or disagree to various degrees with

. [
statements about older people. The OP scale has been used in

several studies and has been cross-validated by Kogan -(1961) and by"

4
Ny

Silverman (1966). ‘ , L

{
Results-

N

. . \
The completed scales for the high school group were tabulated

and analyzed for the variables of race and social status. In an
analysis of variance, almost no effect on attitude could be found
for either of these variables (see Table 1).

Further analysis was done, combining present data with informa-
tion géthered for the previously feported study. This gave combined
sample groups of 55 practitioners, 61 university undergraduate and
graduate students, and 98 high school students. Since the prior test
sub jects had not been classified by race and social ciaas, ;omparisons

>
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' -~ Implications

"Note on Table 2 th

\

4

years of educatioﬁ.

Results are shown in,T;ble 1. Xn‘ana1y31850f variance of the -
responaeaaon the OP scale of thz combined éroup of 1§4 found no
significant variatidh in attitude by subjects‘ age. This is con-i
sistent W@th the data report;d by Gillis} The third anal&sia
tested for variation in attitudeiby years of education, and this
variable was found to be highly aigﬁificant (p =.01). This also
cdﬁld be said to be comsistent with_EEg iéaults of studies by
Gillis, Campbeif'i; and by Brown,
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0f the 194 subjjects who completed the Kogan OP scale, the only

signifiéaﬂ¥ difference in attitude that was found waé by yéaré of
education. {Thére 8 a relationahip demonsgtrated tﬂ}t positive
attitude Eoward gﬁe elderly increaaed‘with the number of years of
education of the test subject (see Table 2). The clear dividing

line between groups holding different attitudes was between the non-

-~
-~

college groups and fhosé~hagving some post-secondary education. An

analysis of the combined groﬁp did not demorstrate a significant

?

~ relationship betwejn gub jects' age and attitude toward the aged.

t_thé de group 22-35 has the high mean score of
4.88. In the analysis,QZLe score;}f.theae 11 indivihuals out of 194
test subjects did not'Laveva significant effrct. However, fgeae
péraoné' attitude variation probably accounts for the high mean score

of that group of persons having one or more years of graduate study. -

In the Atlanta sﬁbhsample, data indicated no importamt differences in

attitude by the variables of race or aoéial'clgas. i {5
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This study was limited in that there were no Oriental test
subjecta, so that the comparisons by race were only between two

racial gruups,vwhite and black respondents. Also, the classifi-

]

‘cation of subjects by social status in th€ Atlanta sample group
could not be said to, be an exact procedure. ‘ | ‘
Despite these limitations, for the groups tested the variéble
-of education did—appear to be a highly significant determinant " of : ;,ff-
attitude. The question remains of why persons with better -
- educations tend to view older people more positively. Possible
reasons might be the tendency for persons w;th fewér years of
_education to more readily acceét untre gtereotypes of old age,
« ‘and 1t 1s possible that those subjects with more years of

education have accepted a better role model of the ;ging. Further

-research using the OP scale with a randomly selected sample would

provide valuable clarification.
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TABLE 2

Mean Scores by Age, Education, Race & Social Status
A _
Variable N X
Race and
Social Status: black, low income 37 4.19
. A black, middle income 11 4.05
white, low-income 9 4.13 -
white, middle income 41 4.12
Age: under 22 137 4.32
22-35 11 4.88
36-55 21 4.37
over 55 25 4,34
. ' ' ’ g
Years of i , .
Education: 8 or less 9 4.28
: 8-12 117 4.17.
12-16 :)7 54 4.69
- Graduate work 14 4.71

higher mean score indicates more positive attitude

)
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