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The process of migrating,. whether from rural to urban

within the same political unit, or from nét}onal unit.to
@

national unit, requires one crucial mechanism 1in order to

make that move seem even minimally successful. One must

- - =z

establish a new network of relatipnships witﬁ these in the

strange envi.onment, {ithout such a network one is isolated

. o-

from important imformation concerning job putentials,, eco-
nomic factors, housing, public services, and a myriad of
other daily necessities, Because the situation is strange

one seeks to minimize the foreignness; indeed, the morg foreign
. . %
the situation the more frightening and difficult it is to es-~

tablish a’'slot for oneself, or a-comfortable pattern of

.
¥

familiarity, This, fundamentally, is-the reason fof ethnic
enclaves., Whether we speak of British compounds in India, U.5,

military posts in Germany, or Puerto Rican .barrios in New York

City, the pheénomenon of defensive clustering against that
I S .
surrounding macro-system which is so difficult to handle shouws

i

certain cross-cultural, cross-class similarities.

Portuguese i;migrants in America and Canadajhave certain
institutions in thgir traditional socioculture which act as
preadaptive mechanisms in this ‘'settling-in' process, This
paper will briefly discuss one locale which has a large propor-
tion on recent Portuguese immigrants and wili emphasize how
women in particuiar aré important in the formation of new net-

works, through the utilization of a well-known Fortuguese

. . N,
technique of 'making a cunha,' <

This is an abbreviated vergion of a paper originally prescnted at
the annual mectings of AAA, 1974, kesearch was funded by a Grant
In Aid of Research, bSigma Xi. .
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For many of tme ﬁortugpese immigrants in southerm ew
Englamq the business of establishing themselves inatheir.
new home ‘can be summed up in the phrase, 'It's not what you
know--it's* who you kngw'; and, one migﬁt.aqp, '...who.k_notus‘~
you,' Thebretically, one cannot immigrate without a very
long malt and great dif ficulty unless one has kin 1n the

countfy. In reality, the loopholes in the immigration laws

are easily employed to make it possible for most people to

"leave Portugal and emigrate to the Uniteé.States_wheﬁever

they wish, Thus, although one would expect that current law
makes it standard that one is received by primary family upon
arrival in America this is not the case; it is just as strange
for many now as it was in the pre-Wkorld War I.days qhihnmlgrants
demonstrate that the process of farming new nefworfs begine in

’ ‘
ln‘érder‘to be accepted by the U.S,

»

the pre-emigration period,

_Government you must have at least a paper ‘*sponsor.’' Ggtting

such a saonsor; having a job waitiﬁg, knowing that there is
at least a temporary bed--or an apartment all furnished and

waiting--are all tasks whlch, ideally, should be performed before
you depart for the United States, The compllcated business of
immigrating requires that a number of people be drawn into your
network. The less-fortunate are required to spend a great deal
of timeﬁamp money dealing with the bureaucracy; those who have
the money, but_moi the contacts, must resort to 'travel agencies'
-;firms whieh have subsidiary 'bureaus' connected with them which

¢ ' .
assist in the migration process--at home and abroad--~and for

a substantial fee, needless to say!

i
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The Portuguese-who arrive in 'Texton'~-a city of some

o0, UDU-~§oon find out it is not only who you Qnow:and who

<

knous you but, equally 1mportant\ what those you know, knouw
,

~
and how much of it you can learn. AN

It's at this point that women.are seen to play a’vcry
significant role in the formation of ne& networks, AS
BOtt'(l97l, gassim) has discussed, an individUal's'General
Network consists ©of a bfoed }ange of individuals--yie, intimafe -
friends, casual acquaintances and (even more importantly on
occa51on) people who are not directly in contact wlih Ego but
are-known to hlm ot are friends of his frlcnds and kin. Against - .
this background of the General Network--a field so broad that
even if an individual could list everyone in it the result
would be scfentifica%ly Friviai--ie a‘host of minirnetworke,
what Cutkind (1969:400) and Aronson (1970:261)'have called ¢

optatlve _set networks. These are networks designed to. meet

~ Ego's 1nd1v1dual needs -and demands in varying 51tuatlons. S0,

~

for example, 1f Ego wlé;hes £o get a better-~ ~paying and/or more
prestlglous job he will get in touch with a varlety of people
and that group then constltutes an optatlve set at ;hat point
in tlme.

For the Portuguese of Texton,women are 1mportant as
facilitative and qrticulatory agents in optative-set netuwork-

formation. A facilitative agent is an individual who actively

particicztzs in the creation and maintenance of a relationship

‘between Ego and another individual.,. Such a nexus would be

the basis of an introduction, the medium of information trans-
Lt T

-

- mission, or the means by which initial contacts would be.

- « . ., ] 0 -
» ,-! . . L "
~ * o *
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streﬁgthened and solidified. An articulatpry agent, on the

-

other hand, may never be explicitly involved in a dyadic

- N

relationship but will serve as a point of commonality, of

Al

fbm;}iarit;--as the basis for two individuals to estabiish
a speaking relationship. 1t mustc}be emphasized that these;
agents are not 'gatekeepers' or 'brokers' but, rather, serve
as social nodes: -
As such agents, fhe chofes which the Portuguese women
of Texton perform are, from one perspective, trivial, A%et,
like so many 'triviali;ies' the cumulative effect_is great.,
Women are used to perform such necessary tasks as doing much
‘of the paper work required by the U,S, Immigration Service
prior to the 1nm1granﬁs arrivalj; meetlng the 1mm1grant upon

o

arrlval‘ arranging housing; 1nv1ulng people over to meet

them and°offer1né refreshments (a task whgph can involve

a conslderable expendlture of tlme and money! ); gettlng the

loan of furnlture- giving 'inside information about the best

places to shop for what- reglsterlng the children in school
°. and/or the family in the parish church; helping to obtaln

social security cards, getting the utilities "connectkd, ex-
plaining the public Fransit system, ’Once a job is obtained,

a house_is rented a child is enrolled in s ‘ool,it is,usually
the female network of Ego which transmits informal information
aboug the\gdiosyncracies of'the_boss, the foreman, the'landlord.

One must learn-how much work to do; joining a union--and which

one to join--is also something which must be learned, The list

]
-

is.endless.
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Imﬁ&gratfon is difficult ﬁnderﬂfhe best of'circumstanceé{
women are relied upon to prov1de the information which eases
the way, dlrectly and 1nd1rect1y. Though males deride’ 'wOmen .

talk'-~-gossip, as thcy of ten call ite-it 18 thls same QoSSip

which tells where jobs are ava;lable, what shops to avoid, what -

“

norms should be maintained and what n?ﬁ’patterns one should
iaarh if one is to aJQid'the stigma of 'Greenie' (i.e., a new-
comer, a foreigner, 'a dumb higk'). g
Reseafch shows that, at. the exglicit.level of awareness
there is far less recognition of the significance of FeMalg
agents than, in fact, exists. "It is so submerged that\ﬁhen

Andersoﬁ*(l974 Qa551m) overlooked it in he? ana1y51s of

~PortugUese immigrants in Toronto. It is not unusual however,

for the following pattern to emerge: Mrs, Pereira tells

<

various women whom she knows that her husband doesn't like

his job (or that he thinks he may be laid of f); the friends

~and kin pass this message on to their friends and kin; word

ultimately comes back to Mirs. Pereira of a job here or therey

-

she then téﬁls her huﬁband“that°she heaxs there are openings

>

at X-factory; 'mafbe you should give'Joe Gomes a call--tell
him that Pete Alves said he heard there might be an opening
at his place.' When Mr, Pemelra calls Joe Gomes he does not

e,
mention the entire information network, merely the contact of

Pe* 3 Alves., And he has never met Pete Alves!

This process i's not innovative to the immigrant setting,

It is, in fact, 1dentlcal to the process of 'maklng a cunhg' .

(llterally, 'a wedge, a plug--cf., American colloquialism 'put

in a plug for me with X*)., Though the word differs, the con-

-6
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) . cept is ub1qu1tous throughout the medlterranean--and perhaps
even more broadly (as wltness its perva51vene5311n American
" society). 1In those areas wheére gghhg occurs it seems to be
in complementary-dis;ribution ﬁith the oounter'ineéitition,of
patronage. To have a ggﬁhg fs‘to have ascontact; one~knows
.o someone, There is no implication_as to the degree of intimer
‘involved. It simply means that at a particular time, in)a
pifti:uiar place, a pgrticular someone is availahle‘who is
suifable for g{ving Ego a particular type of assistance in

s, ’ ‘>

a particular way, . .

&

) . , Pétronage, on the wther hand, is a d/ad;c relationship
\between a superordinate and s%bordinate; it is essentially a
taooe \‘ permanent, long-term relationship of inequality. One has a
patron only after one has oarefolly laid %he groundwork which
will\permit the patron to be approached, ane the relationship
T is established,one seeks fo obtain another such relationship,at
-the peril of alienating and losing the first patron, *
In the formation of optative-set networks the institution
- of the ggﬁhg is maximized, »Certainly, as an imnigrant, one's
effectiveness at manipulating the new environment is often

based on how well, when the need arises, one:can select from

-

. one's bag of. frlends and kln, one's General Network, the appro-
priate person~to use as a contdct., For the Portuguese a ggghg

serves as a wedge whereby the wall surroundlng the in-group,

can be broken open. The person who nakes the EEEEE’ and Ego,

staho in an egalita}ian relationship to each other;-the former

o ' ) is not richer, more highly ranked, oo more powerful. He simply

knows someone, » ' N

N .'7

]
?




&

I'n Texton, women have a more extensive General Network
than do men: (1) They are more knowledgeable about, and con-
tact ﬁor; often, those people in the extended kin network,

"(2) THey are active church goers and see. church attendance as
a place to renew social contacts. (3) uhen eTployed £heyd
.usually work in the garﬁent industry wheré, in large, pgén
rooms ardgund hug®& cutting tables, gossip. helps lighten the
day's drudgery. (4L’When not employed, the traditiopgal norm '
of staying clowe to home leads them to make extensive use ,of
the telephone to chat with friends: (5),It|is'more tradi-
tionally permissible for wbme; tv be fearful of -the %utqre,
to éxpress the need to be prépared for failure--thus they
_ can be more open about Wanéing to know this or that persgn, R
.o - to find,éut some bit of information, than can ; maié. jhough
females slightiy:putnumbered malgs in my own network (85 of
the former and 72 of the latter) the number oﬁ)case sthies-
in which an individua} made a cuftha revealed that, in 41 situ-
ations, 37 of th? contacts were women, Even more in@;iguing,

3

26 of the individuals reporting the process did not specifically

use the word cufiha--and 9 of them, when asked if they would con-
sider their case-an eiamplé of 'having made afcuﬁha' said they

didn't know the word, Yet-those who were familiar with the w

~

phrasé acknowledge that those examples selected wére, indeed,

* ¢

." ' representative of 'making a cdﬁha'; more than one justifying
the ignorance of their neighbors by suggesting that, 'Maybe

these people lived too far out in the country and never learned

-

B trﬁ word, " . , W
, .8
Q ' : .
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A There is one class of situation which informants never * =
categorlzed'as making a‘ggﬁga)but which,:analytieallQ, accouhts
.-~\ for the presence of what I am calling 'articulatony agehts.'
In 18 of the-37 eases infPormants reported that gggs'were'ob—
/ tained through the good offices of another male whom they
S knew: 'George Rezendes got me the JOb when«l flrst got here,
e 'fly cousin told me to_come down and he spoke to the boss about
me.'ﬁ Further problng ‘usually revealed that George Rezendes

was Ego's father -in-law--a point ahich was,.apparently, unim-

portant in Ego's percept;on of the event! 0%, again, the

" 'cousin' was a cousin by marriage--i,e,; -two males beca

#

cousins when a woman, 'standing in that relatlonshlp to one

male, married., In these cases the woman was cru01al in the
establishment of the relationshbp botween two males but her

-

" structural utllJty was ‘ignored once, it had served the 1n1t1at01y

h

function for the. dyad. Some men even acted very surprlsed wheh
o I pointed out the relatlonshlp to them: 'I guess you're rlght,

3

I never thought about that but now that you mentlon it I think
we d;d get .started talklng because oF that. ] C

N In %sum, my data (see also a very 1nterest1ng study by
Rlegelhaupt 1967:120~ 4) sUggest ‘that, in-the’ migration process
generally, women are significant in the formation of both

General and optative-set networks. The data on this subject

are relatively sparse; women's roles, generally, have been
- »
1\ .9

minimizéd and the emphasis has 'been on male activities, Uue

are all familiar with the classic picture of the male leading

a covered wagon while the woman sits passively hglding h»r child,

.\)‘v‘.‘ ] . 9
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‘:the mportant structural link between members,..was the

“This is, I..think, not the result of some male conspiraty--as

some of my more militant Feminist‘colleaguesgwould haveé it--

but simply due to‘the Fact that there have been more male

anthropqloglsts--and most groups are hostile’to strange men

'hanglng around the womenfolk', If nothlng else, the males
\ ¢
may questiogn the field worker s oun 'mascullnlty if he spenos

N

too much time with the women.‘ Nhatevor the reason, however,

one’ has.only to look at the baslc literature on klnshlp to

realize how male- orlented have been oy’ analyaes. " Thus, it

is difficult to find cross-culturally substantlat;ng datd
»

for the- argument that .females. play an extremely active role

»

in ﬁ*n emlgratlon/lmmlgratlon procedure. They do, in Fact,

.o h \ P

:play an important role in the entire network formation: process.

It is .simply that the data have been 1gnored. Colin Bell,
for exanple, ignores the potentialhof his own data in 'studying
middle-class‘?amliies~in Swansea., He found fhat, 'over and

over again where there had been aid from the eitended family -~

e
]

_ father-in-law/father-son/son-in-ldw llnk'(1968 91), The

stylistic implication is that males dominate the linkage system.
Yet, presumably, father-in-law is wiﬁe's;éather, and son-in-law
is daugnter's.husband and thus 2 of the 4 linkages are actually
through females. ) . \ | 3

“ Willmott and Young (1960) were 'surprised' when studying‘
the middle-class of Woodford, to find 'a female core' to.thé
kinship system,

Finally, Bott (1971:135) in discussing the Wewbolts, a

a

i0
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British working cla .“mily, comments that: . -
N A 4

In the Newbolt"" netwofk of relatiues there was
a nucleus of women cOhsisting of firs, ‘Newbolt's ma-
ternal grandmother and several of the grandmother s
.daughters...,It was these women ,sho organi7ed the large
gatherings' of kin at weddings, funerals, christenings,
and so ong’ 1t was usually tHese women who persuaded .-
‘male:relatives to help one another get Jjobs, and it was |
the women who did most of the visiting and small acts | «°
of mutual aid, <This-nucleus of female kin fias so . ‘
close-knit. and so,well integrated ‘that it should per- - ,

. haps be considered an organiZed group rather thanfa‘ R
network v L, . ) . ‘ :
One might inFer that Bott is suggesting that we redefine 'kin- .

dred' to signify a group of males and Femalesgwith a .common .

¢ *~ » -
x

optative focus, extending out from Ego by means’ef female

relationships, set‘relationships being'selected or ignored
according to the exploitive focus of the'bonding males, "'

This discusSion has demonstrated how, 'in the attempts by

~immigrants to cope with their new enVironment females play an’

~

=important but hitherto obscured role,’ As is usually the case ‘-

the study has traised a number of questions: Has there been a

P

bias in our data which minimiZes the chale role in network

-

Formation? Is the Texton study skewed to reveal the female

emphasis because, in the immigration process, women become,

- i

temporarily, more visible and/or important? bPo women play

moT e important factorial roles during periods of instability

"and/or rapid cultural change? How’ institutionally significant

» . . . . B -
is the cufiha process crass-culturelly--and in relation to patronage?

In generatiﬁg these more significant questiohs this particular

study has achieved its modest goal of calling attention to a

hitherto neglected area of ethnographic research,

i1

iy ————————
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