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'; . S "~ This is one.of a serles of reporfs from a Iarger invesfvgafion - s ;
. * " . o .
" T enflfled "The Sfuﬁenf Affrlbufe Sfudy " The presenf paper dlscusses Lot ]
| ’%:;' . ¢ . . L ! v i
B, e clasfiréom observafion dafa collecfed ‘in this’ sfudy concerning the |n— o . %
~ - feractions befween Teachers and, s#UdenT54who had been preVIousiy identi- = o

EIE ‘7 ) -

fied as obJecTs of feacher affachmenf concern, or. reJecflon ther L

reports from Thls prOJecf WI|| dwscuss feacher |nferacf|ons w1fh ofher

types . of sfudenfs as well as, sex and grade dlfferences and ofher mafiersfx
- 7
The Student Affribufe Sfudy as a whole Was, desngned To folldw up

‘ i4
. Cg on earlier work relafing feacher expecfaflons and afflfudes fo dlf— 7 :;f€,.
* B 4 ferenflal feachen behavior W|fh differenf kinds of sfudenfs In parTf =

’

% 3 ‘, it bas been a replication.and exfen5|on of prevnous work ldenfifyrnq
axwi - important expecfafions and afflfudes Thaf teachers hoId ‘and relaflng
L Fhese to dlfferenflal treatment of different sfudenfs In addlfion o f" 3
ﬁ ‘ it represents a movement in focus from idenfifylng dlfferenflay Teacher—

sfudenf interaction pafferns related fo teacher afflfudes and expecfa—

. Ugii; tions Towarde investigation of dlfferenflal student affrqbqfee and be—'~
' f@ . havior which presumably frlgger these differenflal feacher#expecfafnons‘ . o
:g}f » and azfrtpdes inthe first place. Thus, jn‘addlflon to |denTiinng . Dij
J difﬁerenfialif éher—sfudeni inferacfien reiafed fo feachefhaf;ifudes

v

and exPeSIafions~ the Syhdenf Aftribute Sfudy fr|Q§ To answer the ' ’ ;

~

. { o - /

?;'s
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Baékground of #he STQQM

. .
-

,Research on feacher expecfaflon effecfs was sflmulafed by Rosenfhal

°

o R X -
s T R and Jacobson s book Rygmallon in The CIassroom (I968) in WhICh They

:{ ' L . > .
T Co concluded Thaf feacher expecfaflons abouf student ach|evemenf may |nfluence

K . ,

- student performance on achlevemenf Tes#s ‘Ajfhough TheJr flndlngs have

a

 J | R never been, repIncafe%“dlrechy, numerous other s+ud|es since fhen have

demonsfrafed that feacher expec+afions and affl+udes do sysfemaftcally v ; ‘

[

affecf classroom |nferacft0ns with s+udenfs (for a reV|ew, see Brophy and

b Good I974) Much of Tﬂe research in fhe area SInce has focysed on»

\\ A . .- ot ,a . ¢
. |denf|fy|ng fhe processes Through wh|ch feachers commwnlcafe dlfferenfraJ .
| expecfaflons and afflfudes, ba5|caIIy by observing and sysfemaflcally
C v - &
\ measurlng Teacher—sfudenf |nferacflon in the cl ssroom Initial’ly, <the

2

.maJor Thrusf was dlrecfed towards Teacher expecfaflons, buf more recenfly

»

’ «sysfemaflc 1nvesf|gaflons of feacher afflfudes have been condugjed

3
K

',Sllberman (l97|) [niflafed one suchﬁseries of sfudles with an in-

et e . : g R
'vesfigaffonuof four'oarchular”feacher'affi?udeS' 'affachmenf reJecflon,-

concern, and indlfﬁerence «The Sfudenf Affribufe Study, along wnfh prevnous

work by Jenklns (Nofe I) and bynﬂabd and Brophy (I972) have: conflnued in
. : fhe fradnfloneesfabllshed by Silberman's worK
i In gefflng teachers to |den+|fy afflfudergroups, Silberman used
) forms caIItng for nominations of |nd|V|duaIs “%Affachmenf’éhlldre% were

idenflfred by asking Teachers fo na%e sfudenfs whom fhey woqu like fo

\ -

keep for another year for the "sheer joy of i+," re jection children were o '
, . \ . € rejection

&

1 . _
. those dé;ed in response to the question, "If your class could be reduced

i Y

A - - -
. o . foo N
: ’ E o ‘ = R : . o
‘ ) . . ' . 3
) ,
.
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by one child who would you be mosf reI|eved fo have removed7 " and

[

/é;nEern children were named in response To, "If you could devofe all: 70ur v -

affenflon to a Chl|d who concerns you a great deal, whom would you p|ck7" ‘i'j
v - \ y ) 3
<L Classroom observafions aof these groups of chlldren and Thelr infer-

n

. acflqns with Teachers have reve?Ied comsistent and dlé*qncf plcfures of
The three groups.- Affachmenf chlldren, fhose whom fhe'teacher weuld I|ke

LR , to keep for The "sheer Joykof it, " were mosfly hlgh achlev;ng, cooperaflye
9 e
A chlldren who d|d not cause behavnor problems. Sl%berman (I969) found that

+

e they received more posifiye evaluation from(ﬁhe teacher Than other. students,
and mére aeq&iescenf replies to requests. However, he felt that overt

o . exprees}ons of affacpmenf"bQ fhehéeachec were suppressed,.so Thaf'fhere
ww % ums mininal evidence of fhvoritisn. | ¢ R .
Good‘and Brophy (5972),found.%ﬁaf.affachhenfhcgjIdren inifTaTed R
. R -more Workﬁeonfacfe wifh the feacher; called eu* answersnlessvpffen,'gave: \

. K . . o . D - . 1S
MOre conrecf answers when called upof, -and had fewer . behavioral contacts

4
b » : [

Than ofhers in The-class Again,'hOWever, Tnere‘was Iiffle evidence of

*

-overt fayorjflsm. In facf tThe affachmenf sfudenfs had fewer confacfs

L4 e
’

inifiaded by the feacher~ However , fhey were given more readnnd +urns

‘ .

¢ : and more dlfflculf thought- pr0vok|ng quesflons, fhough W|Th less ex- é

pIanafory feedback o R ff;l;- , L q
. * . //}‘ .." '

J Chlldren idenfrfled by Thelr Teachers as belng QbJecfs of concern
S \- - [ :.’/‘
-were found -by. Slrberman (1969) fo recelve more“cén#acfs with the teacher -

\ .
T ) and more. ach|esc”pé/'To requesﬁs when compared fo oTher chlldren in. The

;f o classroom; He felf fhaf Phe Teachers obeerved‘were veny‘open in fhelr
e . v ’ . ; . v “ . .

'eigresstiS'of concer%”fof@fhié'parficdjar group of children., Good and .

! - L




vfo beifer performance. -The chlldren fhemselves were more willlng fo

Iy .b-’-}}). . .C]
N \ . . v /\ N
> R o S ; ’
) . . o K ©  The Student Attribute Study'
. .~- ) o . ‘_"u. . » a . . 5 ¢
" .t / . . .

[ C. L R
¢ .

Brophy (I972) reporfed/fhéf conoern sfudenfs tended to be low echieversj

and fhaf seVeraI/feacher behaV|ors indicafed efforfs fo help them. <The

-Q.

sfudenfs had more response opporfunlfles” were sough+ ouf by The feacher

for prlvafe |nferacfions more offen than oiher chlldren, and‘were glven more
* \

o @

defailed, explanafory feedback by the feacher”to’their answers. When an .

answer. was’ wrong, The Teacher was more Iikely to S|mply repeaf the quesflon .

~than fo glve extra help, perhaps |mplying an efforf to push these chlldren -

-~

make a:guess af an answer-réjher +han remaln)5|lenf,qpompared to their ™
o . . . R
classmates. o .
) Sﬁlberman_(l969) reporfed_fhéf rejection chiLdren_repeived’morewfofal
o L c L ' . - o :
contacts, more praise, and more criticism, but JeSj acquiescence.-,However,'
C B .. 11 X v R
when the effects of criticism were held &onsfanf, the other variables were

>

not significant, Si1berman'fherefore cohclhded that The'orimary expression
of reJecfion was ﬁrequenf negative evaluafion and crlfaC|sm é”\ﬁ and Brophy

(I972) also reporfeg Thaf reJecflon sfudenfs receuved more cr|T|C|sm, bofh

-~

overaII and during child |nlflafed work contacts. . o,

N

Teachers were especially likely fo fail fo glve These sfudemfs feed-'

: LSS

back following Their responses. Also, these sfudenfs were glven fewer

rgading furns and gof fewer response opportuniites by volunfeerlng (al-
' b

-"Though it:is nof clear whether this was due to fa|1u¢ejfo volun#eer or

ignoring of volunteering by the Teacher)._ Rejection childreﬁ.were more -

¥ . ) »

‘active in the clasérébm, initiating more, procedure and work contacts with

»

“the teacher. Fhey'aisoocalléd out without permission more offen, and created

more behavior contacts than -other children.

.

.
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: The Thrée afflfude groups fherefore are dlsflncf from mne apother . . ¥:

) in many respects, . but several ques%qons remain unanswered - Of |nferesf
’ = e

rd

g ° fo this paper is -The quesflon of what specific child behgylors distinguish iy
¥ the concern child from the rejection chjld;° Although Teacher behaViors: -

2 . . . . ~ ‘ . . . - B . . o . ) . :

“toward these fwo groups obviodsly are'differenj, previous,sfudies have .. ., .

e »

nof demonsfrafed fhaf the difference beTween fhe chlldren s behaviors were

@

’ ) greaf enough to warrant such vasfly differend Treafmenf " ) f{ﬂ ' %u rr'
fndeed, JenkmnS-(Nofe {) found +haf sjudth behavnors¢were»no+-as'v -
?ood:predjcfors of attitude groups;;swere ¥eacher percepfioni’of Those .
*fbehay}onﬁ, eveanhough in many cases peroepfionS'were nOT&CIQSéIV.FéIéfed'I . ¥
: TO'behayiors Y I N L i '
/; K This- ra|ses The quesflon of whaf produces abparT|CU{ar affltude Toward
l o‘. T'-éa sfuﬂe%f acfual sfudenf xehaVIorﬁ or. a more coTplex inferacflon also ?

'anOIV|ng feacher percepf|ons and préferences7 Slnce feacher afflfudes e

ane aSSOC|aTed w'ith dlfferenflal Treafmenf of dlffegenf sfudenfs,-hg is

. . -~
. 'w\

the cases ahd processes of Thelr formafloh I+ should
b v

N L

. - be undersfood that T € purpose of Thls researéh*was ﬁ fo demons*rafe '
v \;\ i M A . .
:X\ ' - fhe |nadequaC|es or |nJusf|ces “of’ +eachers The aufhdrs do not V|ew !
JNX . te#chers as ogres who dislike: all buf the mosf ‘complia T chlldren How- -

Yoo everb we do view feac ers as human belngs who quite naTuralIy form attitudes

and expecfaflons about | the. chlldren wnfh whom They work everyday. It is to

a teacher's advanfage, nd ulfnmafely fo a chlld's, that the methanisms of

' B afflfudenformafion -and. %hange in The classroom be explalned and predicted.

) ’ \\ ﬂ’When Teachers undersfand\exacfly what . it is abouf a cerfaln ‘child that
v

causes fhem to reSpond to, the child in a cerfaln way, They will be, in a ‘

- o 1

beffer,posnf|on to respond optimally. Behavior by reJecfed chitdren offen
- ‘ ) a o : . . .. . ‘. ‘ g

J

«
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' M%Thodology A L . - =
. o\ TeacherS'inéfour elementary schoole ln:Ausfin Tekae, were asked - *

cone in Thelr class. The positive end of The affachmenf scale was Iabeled

. ehecflon chlldren. Ty , .

- : Lo . B
T . “ . e : - . . s
- , . . p r .
. [ ‘e
- N . [ . . .

7

” . . t, B .t ©a

. : - . . -

: « o g
sets off a- VICIOUS cycle of reacflon by the Teacher thCh does nof modlfy
Thaf child's behavior, but may |ndeed furfher aglfafe it. Therefore, we

[ '

enTered Thls reeearch wf?h the: perspecflve that expecfaflohs are nafural

and that Teachers gfually are Jus?lfled in Thelr emoflonal reactions to

¢

chlldren. Teacherﬁ,should noT feel gullfy abouT dlSllKIng a chlld's be— s

. havror,\buf They shouId be able lo cope wnfh Thelr own reactions in ways

x

Thaf heIp the child modlfy hls or her behaV|or to elicit more favorable

reSponses from adulfs.. Therefore, a speC|al purpose 04 The study was to

define in ObJeCTIVG Terms The behaviors Thaf cause cerfaln chlldren 1o

<
. .

be reJecfed by-feacherS@; ' - . ; g .

. & . e . ®

“

To rankceach of Thelr children on I3 blpolar scales of teachet expecfaflons
o [¢]

- and afflfudes. The Two scales which are pertinent. tfo this paper are those

Y »

ffor affachmenf versus re|ecT|ow and coricern versus lack of concern. These

<

iwere presenTed to the Teachers as conflnua.zuong Wthh they ranked every—

]

. "Would like to keep for anofher year for. the - sheer Joy of it," andythe

ega+|ve end was labeled "Would llke Tp have removed from my class.

‘ -

herefore, chllﬁren rankéd high on this. scale were oonsldered'fo be attach- .

’ ) -

men+ children, and sfudenfs ranked low on this scale were considered to be -

The concerr scale was labled at one end as "Concerns me a great deal;

| would like to be able to devote much more affenfion to,". and at the other

- . R - v

)
.

D .

*

The *Studergt AT+ripu+e Study

"‘Qr.-v

N
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-‘ ' L ' . - R l. . .. ‘ ‘ . 7 . . ~8 o ‘v‘$

’ -

© 7 end as "doesn'f'requjrefsbecial affenfion,"; Childrenaranked'high‘on

‘ . P . A
L . e -6 . T . . ~r -

“this scale were considered the congern grélp.> Those Tanked Iow’on fhis scale
S ..

P

L SR 3

A were not freafed,as an "afflfude ngup," because we felf thaf “such r%nklngs

d|d not reflec4 Iack of concern by Teachers. Insfead These chlldnen ‘f_
Q ﬁ N - - &

seemed to be well adJusfed fo schooI and thus were ranked Iow because Teachers o

- .
. \ '

had no reason fo be espeC|aIIy concerned or»worrled abouf #hem nof because
.the feachers did not care about fhem. - e
. ',- Three sets of ranklnds were comonefed goj each cIass fhe flrsf year&

4 p and the next year"the Teachers of Thé\same cmlldren comp;efed The same’

“ N '
< la.

-~ + R ]

// e _ scales twice. Dur:ng the'lasf quarfer of the second year, children that

S L . & P P . .
, .. were seen con5|sfenfly by each of The Two teachers ohone or more seales

&

.
o ’

were ‘observed ln'fhe'cIaSSroom Thereforeﬂ“These "Targe+ ohlldren" were

c2n5|sfenfly |denflf|ed by two Teachers ad Eelng obJecTs~of affachmenf .

'A”_' o ; reJecﬁlon, or concern, Placemernt on eifher scale was independent of fhe

e o

versus lack of concern was p\leble

J'

The present analys;s concerns ZOW ch|Idren.who were con5|sfen% on The

»

® . scate of feacher concern and 201 ch|Idren whb were consistent on The'scale

v

: of attachment versus reiechon. They were in grades two Throdgh five at

Y ., the Time‘of observation. ’ : 5
. N i k] \ oo . v\»\
- . The observaflonal sysfem used to, coIIecT behavuoral data was ThevSTudenf

Affrlbufe Coding Sysfem (Brophy, et. al., Nofe 2) which wa50desvgnec '

%
..specifically for this sfudy rnformafldn was recorded for each target cnlld

] . . .

twice a week; for six weeks durlng\\he second semesfer for every observed h

inferaction befween fhaf ch|Id and fhe +eacher The lnferacflon was "classi=

fied as fo iniiiafor (teachet or student).and confedf (whether it dealt

with work, personal,social, or housekeeping needs, or behavioral capfacfs).
o : ’ St ) r -

-
-
+
i
7
L
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- The work inferaé*Tons aIso were CIassifFed as beTng either public (before <..

&

cfher chlldrens ‘or prlvafe 4only beTween The.feacher and “theé Chl|d) . °;M

» \
s

Tn addiflon, the emotional IeveI of fhe response of The non—|n|¥%afor

. « . 5 *

“ni was recorded For example, |f a feagher approached a. chutd wnth a be—-

. ﬁ“v:oral correcflon and *The cHiId responded suIIenlyJ“jhis suILen reactiom

‘

———— >

- .was noted in- ~The cgdlng sysfem as such Or, if'a ch|1d approached The S

- ‘¢t MR

'ﬁ,feacher with a personal requesf and the +eather Nesponded |n a happy, o

< ! T ’ .0
L - pleasant mannerxormln an lwpafienf |¢r|fable way fhe Teacher s response

v b
Yo ) *

wastnofed accordlngly Essenfially, the codlng sysiem measured nof only The

»

o
Type of tnferacfion, but aIso any emoflonal quallfy beyond rouflne -

s

.-

. &, » ( 13 r s o ] : .
, neu+ra| responses. ‘ v e T S . : v

. o
'4 4 Y

CIassroom observers (undergraduafe and;graduafe sfudenfsl were Trained

‘; in “the use of The codlng sysfem,‘lnlflafly fhrough d|scu55|ons and pracficeb

[}

(. .

. codnngcof samp+e~c*assroom #Fanscrlpts, but evenfually Through codlng in the |

‘ acfual cIassrooms, worklng in pa|rs ' Thlg pracT|Ce codvng conflnued unfil

o

eath cher reached a crlferlon of 80% agreemenf with anofher coder across

(% ‘ -

fhe categorles of the sysfem Once indiwidual coders reached Thls rellabillfy

‘-
I '

criterion, They bhen " coded indlvldually and their dpfa were used for The

/

analyses to be reporfed 'W'; R

P2
°

Althou?h coders were aware of The general nafure of fhe prOJecf and The

' reasons for{selecfson -of Targef sTudenfs, neither fhey nor The feachers
’- -
knew which of the |3 Teacher~e4pesfafton and attjtude scales a sfudenf had i
- - H

Fas

been consnsfenf on. ~Thus, alfhough coder bbservaflon dafa may have been

*  influenced to some degree by halo effects and other sources o}- coder b|as
S Ty = o
(but not much, because thé sysfem’ wasubaslqally a low |nferehce one), The

3 _
] ’ . 7 .,
o i "
.

1

"
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T
T - g

T ' The Targef cHL}dren were |den+|f|ed over Tlme and over Two dlfferenT

¢ . . v - .
)

f’ s * . . .
. . L C - ”

. blases could ‘hot have beer sysTemaTIcaIFy relafed to fhe grouglngs of N

N i 'e\ N v
sTudenTs, bécause the coders wére no# aware of These grouplngs. . B S ,‘

£

Vo The meThodology of Fhis. sTudy is |nnova+|ve in two ways. F|rs+ Coe ) ‘%
. ‘ 3

B

LA} -
h

Lo Teachers, Wihereas preV|ous s+ud|es haﬁ taken- measures of these a++|+udes
° / . -
" afnom only one'Teacher'durlng one year. Second,,The coding sysTem measured
T . , , -
magy par+|cular behaVIst noT considered'[n revlous work, -and iT measured
- 4 - ' [

The affed?nve componenT of InTeracflons |n additlon To descrlban? iheA

\'C;g

: .con?enr. Lo S S L . ;' ek
L. . . . [ . .. . A -

N } ‘ R ) o ' . . .

2

IR T

© Results noal L T ‘f$- ' 2)-_
\‘f? DaTa analyses |nvorVed F—+es+s perfggned forteach behavnorgl Varlable, in. 5

A

) -
K

~using The hégh,.medlum, and Iow poewflons of» each aTTnTude scale as

T cIaSS|Fy|ng varlables for one- way, Three group analyses of variance ln ¢he

.
N -t
s » -

'procees behavior measures.‘ ChlldfGﬂJ#Fihe Three'respecflve a++|+ude

;
3
3
4
;
!
I
- . 3
k
3
’
4
4
&
)

" - X < . ‘r. .
., groups were dompared d|rec+Iy fo one-anoTher, and also to the Iargér mass
. -
& t a '
. of ch|Idren not: in- any of These groups. The results will be presenfeq 1
“ » I i
. as seTs of varlables ‘whjch dlsqumlnafe be&ween the -Three a++|+ude groupe.. - qf
;v \ -4 [} S ('l ' “a * ) . ¢ D' ‘ )
'ﬁ\ N © '.( ! . ’ 7 \ g ‘. . . '
N I . < Insert Table | About Here . ,
/e B / . — — .. . o o
LA «The first seT descnlbes attachment ch|Idren as hav1ng dlfferenT oe— . 1
.haV|ors from both re|ec+|on and concern chlldren. The a?TachmenT chlldren
Tended ta have a larger percentage of public ra*her Than private work con-
2. . tacts, were more Iikely-to,have vqunTeered when called upon ‘in publ;c, had .




oo , ’ The Student Attefbute Study
L — t. ot - . . ; . A .
L s . [N - ' ) “-: . . | l

o e : JRIN _ - TN ?

~

fewér behavioral éOnfacfs, Were

»

A with sullenness, had fewer con+a ts iqiflafed by The #eacher, and fewer o

u—

_ fofal confacfs oyerall The re!ecfion and concern chlldren showed “the' g
. ’ TN \
-~ opposite behavnors. That |s, fhey had more pr4vafe Than pUb|IC work con-
0 =
/Tgc%s, were less Iike1y to have voluhfgéred ihen caIIed upon in publlc, had

~

more behaV|oraI confacfs to whlch They-wzre more Ilkely to have responded,

s

¢
£

WITh sullenness, had more confacfs Nn ;lafed by The Teacher, and more . Tofal

.,confacts overali«-., N __J{§ 5 B O -
e These resulfs are supporflve of previous descrlpfions pf affachmenf
[ ¥ w

“" l“ . - \ .

"ehlldren as academlcally acflve sfude@fs who do nof reqU|Te a Iof of Teacher

'-Tfégx re{ecflon groups of chtldreﬁ are shown To be :

e

attei flan.m.The ‘conte
QB» \, f

:S|m1Iar in that fhey place %ore demands on feachecs and fequire moré
S , . ¢
-a+fenfton of fhem. e » _ T .
The nexf fwo sefs of behaV|ors are fhose which were- relafed To one .

.. —

'of The fwa scales buf nof to the ofher
asie I

childr ith all otherichild
.Chi en on: Qne scale with II e) r c hgg\

They come‘from_analyses.compartng
The following behaviors -
were-a5500|afed WITh~The concern scale but showed non-significant resulféh

for the attachment versus rejection scale. Concern children‘fénded tTo have'
IeSSAhegafively—+oned behayioralfcorrecfions in some sifua+ion§, haviné

i <
more . non—verbal and routine verbai correcflons, as -opposed fo |rrlfable‘
-3

vérbal ones. However, they weﬁé'more Iikély +o be held up before the clagss

:as bad‘eXampIes They also had a higher percénfage of child- |nl+la+e-

v confacfs than ofher chlldren
)

A Third sef of behaV|ors dlscr|m|nafed between attachment and re-
'gecflon childr n, bu+ were nof slgnlflcanfly relafed to fhe concern scale
The results |nd|cafe a- cycle of negafive |nferacf|ons occurrlng be+ween The

"}
v

ess Ilkely to respond fo ‘behavior confacfs \

.
&
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~, . p - . . . i ¢ “ The Student. Attribute Study
T N : . . ‘ o 12 '
’“ . -t .o - ) . . ' T . ) A
LT » . . . . T & <
- - feacher and the re|ecflon child, wnfh bofh parfles confribuflng Fo the
; ‘ o ?
ﬁégaflve fone Relecflon chlldqen Tended to have hlgher percentages of {
=Y - feacher crif|CIsm in feacher?1n|+lafed work confacfs, and;fhey also had
J Tt
hlgher percenfages of negative ghlld reacflons to hese Teacher i ifiafions::

L] L 9 \/;(
They had fewer housekeeplng (monlforlng) asslgnmenfs from The teache

- and fhey had' more of Thelr own requesfs for such jobs and personal re-.
que s refused

N ‘
SR socual initiations by “the Teacher Wlfh negative affecf, and the Teacher

- o i Was mofe Ilkely to respond fo contacts’ initiated by Them with impaTlence

. ot

v -
, K There also-was more Tofal work criTicism and +ofal negative evaluation of

.- '
X \10 ~ . ‘\ .
t : . -
. a .

reJecfuon chlldren b& the teachers.

The behaVloraI corrections dellvered to re|ecf|on chlldren also tended

v

To be more negative and more severe, bu# then fhe chfld's behavior. Ieading

- fo such torrecfronsffended to he more disrupfive. Re[ecflon children aIso

had hlgher frequenC|es of aggress;on foward The feacher by grlplng 'or

sa55|ng, and more non- |nferacflve anfisocnal behaV|ors such as cheating and

IeaV|ng W|fhouf permission. Again, remember that these behaV|ors discri-

mlnafed befween affachmenf and re|ecfion ch|Idren This paffern»of |nfer—

acfion was nof found for concern chlldren, even though they. resembled

- L3

re]ecfion\ohirdrenvln some other ways.

< L 7 -

Dlscu55|on » v T : . , : o .

) o L The, conclusions from these results are sfrlklng, in that {}ear cut

-

- 3* Tlncflons are agaln apparenf befween +he three groups. More lmporfanfly,

i
‘; . 0

a

"#egecflon and concern chlldren were ShOWn +o be two d“sflncf groups

- They weqp more Ilkelﬁw”o respond to personal comments and

T




7 'help children modlfy Thelr behavtorﬁ rather fhan responding to i+ in a

'Wlfh such |nferven+|ons, fo defermlne L

behavnors

. . g " The Student Attribute Study
. : : - 13

) .
Thea afa for the rejection group |nd|cafe a cyole of Pegafivify i

* which the feacher and e chiid seem to be feeding each other's rejection.

The chi®ld's behaviors are an important part of the cycle. ¥ Negative reacflonsf;”‘
. - . ) ) . \

W/ .
M . A o o . . .
to teacher inlfiafions, h?gher frequencies of sassing and griplng, and
/

hlgher frequenC|es of disruptive mTSbehavlor are parf of a pa*fern whlch N "

©.

"turns off" Teachers arfd leads fhem To reJecf these children. .
» B . ’ * v

These resulfs seem,obVIous,appeallng to common sense. They‘ylll come
. -~ . D .~ . . , .

3

as little shrprise fo fhose‘familiar w%%h classrooms and sfudeﬁfs. However,
- , .

Thelr |mporfance Iies in +Te fact fhaf prevlpus research in fhis area had

nof demonsfrafed le) clearly the sfuden+'s role ln the formation of expecta- | .!

L
flons and afflfudes QG@mmuqiy?jlon'of such emplrlcal results in Teacher o

\{p

»presequce and |nserV|ce fralnlng can help prepare teachers for classroom -~

-
problemst in a more realistic manner. Ra*her Than encouraging teachers o
. A .'»_\Q,. ) ' oo o
love and accept all children regardless of their -behavior, teachers can
X . . . .

learn 'to look for .and identify chifd behaviors which could sef‘off unfor-

funafe cycles of.rejection by adults. _ By récognizing such behaViors and
)

fhelr own nafural reacflons to fhem, Teachers mlghf then take steps fo

. A L Lo _ o o ‘
manner which perpetuates it. D 4 ' > o~ ) /

A prevn#us lnfervenflon study (Good and Brophy, 1974) has shown, fhaf
Teaehers can and wtl] modify fherr dlfferenflal treatment of stdenfs wzen
informed about behaviors whlch.ere |nappropr|afe More research is neeeed
hanges in the Iess deau;Z;'v bgi\ |

havior pafferns of re ecflon childre

ccur in response to mod|f|ed teacher +» - . -



el

é and fhaf the differences make good psychological sénse. - .

o d|ééf|ng Ilffle evidence of cIear cuf teacher: Teac5>r,favoriflsm‘foward

In contrast To the dafa for r%decfion sfudenfs, concern, sfudenfs

-

{
- ers. shown ta- be feacher orienfed and- depeadenf ra;her than hosfile and

>

‘suilen Alfhough T ev were s|m||ar tQ The rejecflon sTudenfs in ThaT they
[} A .

. provhded problems for The ieachers, These problems lay id the-area of Iow

-~
-~

‘achlevemenf and dlfficulfy In doing qndependen+ work, not in. mlsbehav10r or

'hosfilify.\ yhus,ufhese chlldren were behaving in accepfable vays and per-

2 .
haps even v?re prQViding fhe Jfeachers wlfh reinforcement in fhe form of @

.raflfude and/or slgns of progress whep ieachers responded Ao} fheir needs

14 -

, orvexira help. In any case, the data reveal that concern and reJecflon c

-4 S «

sfudenfs are muqh,more différenf than previous invesfigaiions'had>shoyn,@?

-
The data for affachmenf students supporf previous flndlngs by in~

' y
these sfudenfs in process measures of classroom interaction. The vast

maJorlfy of signvflcanf differences between these ‘students and Their class-
\

mafes were_iﬁ measures of behavnor by the sfudenfs t+hemselves, not be-

- havior by the teachers. Furfhermore, The behaviors of the sfudenfs re-

» veaIed them to.be hidh achievers, Independent workers, and apparently wel |

'vadJusfed -and well behaved individuals, so that if is not surprising fhaf

Teachers JSind them aifracflve .

0 © N

JT is worfh nofing that teachers- have fewer overaII contacts with

A

" fhese sfudenfs, confrary to whaf some mlghi expecf for students.high on a

v

' feacher affachmenT mea3ure ‘ owever, othsr work of our own hds suggesfed

. < / 1,
“that when“?eachers .see sfuden s as |ndependenf and capable of handllng
\

Themselves‘%They tend to let (these Sfudenis do. so, rather than to spend

N
1
.kfy . . !

i;:’ de® .‘ L)

v




» | + 7+ L > " The Student/Attribute Study
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extra time wlfh them. The pOInT here\Ws Thar’-uanfif of Confacfs between,

-.feachers and sfudenfs should not be equated with pog itive Teacher affifudes

. v o %

or even with a p05|flve Teacher—sTudenf relaflonSrﬁ; We are flnding

L ure§blarly Thaf sheer frequency of Teacher—sfude 4 contact is relafed more o

/need exfra help or exfra

fo feachers percepfions fﬁ%f cerTain sfudenf

° moniforing becafse of their pofen+|al for mjsbehavior “While if is Trued/,"
s fhaf they

fhaf in some cases, feachers may be avondi g ceq?ain student
Y

-

z dlsllke, low feacherisfudenf contact friqUQMCies are more apt fo represenf

- e 1
. good rafher than bad. Teacher a fifudeg/foward sfudenfs.- ; .

-

Anofher inferesfing p0| " conc rning attachment students is that, ;

alfhough-fhey'seldom gave ¥ acher reason TO,CF]T]C!Ze fhem for mstehavior,

they aIso were Iess Ilkely to respond with Sullenness during the behavior:

i
a

contacfE that fhey did have. husA The affachmenf sfudenfs and The re-

%Jecfion sfudenfs prOV|ded eVIdence of confrasflng reinforcemenf of. The
. s feachers In shorf affachmenf sfudenfs acted in ways that would reinforce

The Teaehers for [Tking them, and re jection students acted in ways fhaf

v o wo?&p relnforce fhe feachers' tendencies to di,slike them.
-7 . Data 1ike fhg&ﬁ lndicafe Thaf’fhe sel f= fulfilling prophecy effecfs

nofed in teacher-student relaflonshlps are not un|d|recflonal teacher
s iy .
expecfaflons and afftfudes foward s%udenfs are shaped by differenflal be—'

o ’ havmgr of the sfudenfs *hemselves. Thls process goes’ on condurrenfly and

g

) v . o in |nferacflon WITh The process of teacher shaplng of student behavuor :/ N
i ' ‘-‘ _diﬁ#ereq&ialvfreaimenf resuITung from dlfferenflal teacher expecfaflons N

D : , and attitudes, ‘@ Lo B ' ' . .
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