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This preseﬁtation attempts to p:r:ovide an historical sketch of the
'All-Ameripa,n Girls"' Ba.seball League.' It a.ttempts 10 describa the
organIZat:Lonal structure of the League including a b:t‘ief discussion of .
its personnel It also a.ttempts to 1dent1fy internal and external
changes which affected the League s success and decline, Finally, it

‘ attempts to euggest 1mp11ca.tions of the League s experience pertinent )to -
nocdern day promoters of Homen's professional sport .

The League sbegan opez:at:\gns' in 1911»5 which you 'Will recall was the
‘mid;i.le’ of World War II, Domestic manpower was at 1its lowest tide a.nd.
womanpower in the labor market was the'focu; of a hﬁge federal governmeht
ptromotional ca.mpaign.l It became a pa.triotic duty for Ameriean women to
lay down thelr trooms, 'so to speak, and - take up a.ll ma.nner of unfamiliar,

2 Tbe sports entertainment world,

in: v?usl_y male-dominated employments.

like other "masculine” vocatlons, :.:ela,xed its .resista,xice to female.involve-~
nent during the wa:c. Women appeared as jockeys, football coaches, . ‘
" wfpires; bowling pin setters, ca.ddies, horse trainers ‘and. ball pla.yers.3
Nea.rly a.ll of the women who competeda on the first All-American
Girls' Baseball League (AAGBBL) teams were born between 1918 and 1925.
They ‘beca,me teenagers sometime during the 1930s when the WPA was bulldlong
numerous recréational fa.cll'ities in urban as well as Qn:al areas; it was
a time when well—established physical education progzhms were emerglng for
girls and women in schooisq and colleges' it was a time when the sport of
| softball was a.chieving maturity and popularity as a sport for all ages and

both sexes.s .o ‘ . o




. estimated 2 750 000 playexs participated on 115,000 softba.ll te‘é.m,e

baseball magnates to cooperate in this endeavor, but they declined to do so.9

"By 1939 it was estimz;ted that 60,000,000 psople were watchiné softball

games ’ a‘bout 10,0003000 moze tha.n attended “baseball ga.mes. In 1'943 an .

signif‘icant n,umber of these were women' s teams. Some j\emali.;ts repo*‘ted
- that women s softball -teams a.ttra.cted more specta.tors than men's tea.ms.6
The female softball talent pool generated’ in the 1930s combined with the
ma.npower shortage of World Ua.r II set the stage for an innovatlye
entreprenewr to orga.nize a women's professional softball 1eague .

The All-Ame;r:i’can Girls* Baseba.ll League wa.; created as the All-American
Girls' Softba.ll League By Philip K, Hrigley in the winter of 1942 Mr,- =P ,
Wrigley Was a.nd is the owner of the Chicago Cu'bs a.nd Wrigley Che!-{in‘._, Gum .
Company, He initlated the league as a non-pmofi_t organizatlon’ governed by
3 board of three trustees. The trustees included Mr, Wrigley, Paul Harper,

.an atto:ney for the Cubs and Branch Rickey, who was at that time general .
ma.nager for the Brooklyn Dodgers.7- Mr. Ric‘key Vas best kno:m for s.igning

Jackie Robinson to a Dodger Contract in 1945, He has also been consicfered

the most innovative e,dministrator a.ssocia.ted with magor league baseball 8.

Thie creation of the AAGSBL was one of" the ma jor innovative enterprises of

Mr, Hrigley s and Mr. R.‘lckey s baseball weers. '“ ‘ §

Mr, Hrigley s 't:afeic motiva.tion for crea,ting the AAGSBL ,wa.s to
organize substitute entertainment for men's pfrofessional baseball which was
threatened by a projected manpower crisis in the fall of 192, This -

1sis included an extension of the manpower shortage pcro'blem of 1941 plus )
government planned nass reloca.tion of workers from non-war to war production . '

9

labor in the spring of 1943, Mr, Wirigley attempted to persuade Qther

/
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; 1dent1ty with softball and emphasizing its 1dent1ty with baseba.ll R

’ nr. Wrigley s creative efforts met with resistance from the administa.tors B
of existing, wonien' s seml-pro softba.ll leagues in Ghicago. His orga.nization ]
threatened. to :Lni‘ringe ‘on thelx territory.l One mealls Hr Wrigley developed. ' : ‘
at the outset to distinguish his league f‘ro}n the semi-pro leagues was 5 - .
through thelr iniforns, The AAGSEL wniforms vere designed spocifically to = |
convey the image of femininity, They were nodelef after tennis, field |
hoekey‘ and ice skating outfits then populazg.ll : e‘uniférme .rema.ined
. ,essegtiall'y the same th::ovg-hout the 12 yeai- history of the league although’
the skirts became shorter and less full 40 fac.‘e.lita.te mob!.lity and flelding,'? ’

As ea.rly as August of 191#3 Mr Wrig{l.ey begé,n de-emphaslzing the League'ed . |
Informally. sports writers were 1nstructed to refer to “the League as the
AAGBBL Officia.ly. however, the League was christened the All-American
Girls' Professional B'lall League.l_3 5 : SN

The o*‘ganiza.tional structure of the League underwent three. basic " /
| changes. These ghanges can be ldentified w:.th changes in Lea,gue p,d.nd.ni-—
strators (see a.ppendix for organizational charts) ' .

. The flrst League pu:esident was Ken. Sells who had pcr:evj.ously served as = ¢

an assistant i’;o»- the Cub's general manage:::. He had the _responsibility of i' ' v.,
. ;organizin'g the Leagne for the 1943 season, He noted that his organizational
- effb:rts would not have been possible if the Cubs’ administration had mot
been put a.t his disposal, m o o

Mr. Sells 1s identified with what I call the League s Trusteeship
Period, whieh lasted from 1/;43 through 1944, If you will notice, all -
League as-well as nearly all team affairs were controlled by thé League ’

-

| presldent during this perlod,
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2 - | - In the fall of 1944, after the threat of the manpower shortage to

v‘ | major league base‘ba.ll had passed. and a.f‘ter other majoxr league owners

B ot proved uncooperative in promoting the Girls' League in major league parks,
* ' M hrigley sold the League to one of his advertising agents, Arthur

v
4N

‘ Meyerhoff, Hr.. Meyerhoff had been. active in league orzanization and .
. . ’ ' 4
promotion from its inception, . Hé esta.'blished a management corporation ‘

- which administered all League affalrs and delegated nost team affairs to
local team directors. ! Please note that players’ a.nd. managers were still
‘primarily under the control of- Ieague a.dministration. Ivir. rnleyerhoff acted_

PR

- as commissioner of the League ﬁ’om the fall of 19‘#4 through the fall of
1950 and head.dd what I term the Ma.nagement Corporation Period. of the

. ®

League, \\ . . A S L
. -4 N 0 "
ot

The major .‘E\mction of Mr, Meyerhoff's Management Corpora.tion was to
’ mainta.in a league. office in Chicago, hire pexsonnel, draw up League .
_ schedules and publicize and momote the League. In return for is_t.rative - ”
f ‘ "services. the Hana;ement Corporation reeeived a percentage of each N
admission to League games, ' 15 A.lthough a change 1n the League na.me was a
contempla,ted ﬁith this change i}kLeague st;.'_uctm'e, it was not un\til the end of . a
. tﬁa 1945 season tha.t the League was %‘?Ticially ch:ristened the All-American S '§
o Gi:cls' Basehall Lea\gue.:c6 ) .o L o . A
. ‘Max Carey was enployed as Mr, Meyerheff's first president, He had
* *been affillated wlth the League durlng the 1944 season as mhnager of the |
Milvaukee tean;.> Hax was a 24 ; yoar vetezan of major league baseball and he

was famous for his base stealing” feats with the, Fittsburgh Pirates. .He A

served as pa:esident o e AAGBBL until the end of eat_he ‘1949 sea.son.17
0 Mr, Carey was replaced iﬁ 1950 by his aseistant,- F‘.red Ieo, At the | " \
,( . . s 4. '
| s ) 7 17\ 9

"B Col . i . /
P a : %' £ s >
. . . i o———— - L .



'Corporation vas difsolved because team directors thought 141'. Meyexhoff .

 popular.during the 1930s, Sites selected for future teams also tended to

end of the 1950 season the League s J:ela'l*.ionship with the Managemem

r;18

" was ma.king ar profit. on gate receipts at their expense. In the Spring

of 1951 F‘red Ieo wa.s eleva.ted to the position of League Comnissioner and
team directors asstmed autonomous control ‘of their I;ersonnel With this
change the organizational structure of the mBBL more nearly pa.ralleled
that of men s professional ba.se'ball The commissioner served primarily as

3

League business manager and his power over League personnel was greatly

_ restricted I call the perlod between 1951-1954 the Perilod of Autoqomous

B Team Owneéship. The officlal title of the Yéague was cha.nged at this time

to the American ) Gi:rls' Baseball League, but it was still popularly referred
to as ’che All-American Girls' Baseball League.19

_ 'I‘he League grew from its fourxr original teanms of Racine and Kenosha
Hisconsin, Rockford, Illinois and, Sot.gth Bend, Indiana, in 1943 to o maximun
of 10 teazs in 1948, By 1954 it ha.d dwindled to five teams (see appendix
for listing of teams), 20

*

+

The first four league towns were war production centers in 1943 and some

of the players worked in war prod‘hction plants in the off season.?‘l These

clties were also centers where men's and women's softball had ‘been —

22

. " e popular amatuer or'semi-pro softball centers, _ R

One thing all Ieauge administrators had in common was the necessity
of(financia.l suppoxrt from local businessmen. }‘his beca.me more and more

of a qecessity after MB. Hrigley. gave up his interest in the League in

© 1944, He reportedly spent $200,.000 on the League:23 i .
. : i

‘ Under the Management Corporation structure initiated in 1945 many of

0"0

~ . v o .
o8 . 7
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the businessmen vwho oontributed t6 their ‘local teams became team directors. ‘..
v

ﬂ .

E ! - These men tended to be among the foremost citizens of\xthe:lr communitj,es.
| The Ilcresidents of each tean, ‘along with League administrative personnel
formed the League Board of Directgrs which decided all matters of League
‘policy’n__ K L |
"I‘eam nanagers were yrimarily recruited from men's exa-.pirof_essional‘

i

baseba;l players, 25 he nore falgous of them included Dave B;ncroft and

| Johnny‘Ra\,wlings who regpectiweiy pl»a.yed. shortstop and second base~ togei?her

- . . under John Mo(}ra:w'é tutelage i’o/r, the New York Glia.nts from 1921-1923, - .

. i&l nmy Foxx ma.naged 1?1';9.’39:[" _Wa,yne“ Dai:s;.es during the 1952 season and

m(’! - B111 Vambsganss ‘ma.naged in the League for four years B:l,ll Wa.mby, as he

was called, was famous f£ox executing than only unassisted triyle pﬁh{ in
Wor‘ld Ser:r.es history, which he accomplished in the 5th gaxneaof the 1920
' %6 . .

series. ' - . ; 7. e

" The most enduring and successful” team manager throughout the 12 yea:r: \
£ - history ‘of the ...eague was Bill Allington. He managed at Rockford for

' eight years 'and at F‘t Wayne for -two, years, Allington had been ,involved

in coaching women's softball before his affiliatiom with the AAGBBI. began
\

in 1944, 27 . )
R - Thesé ex-pmofessiona;. basetall pla.yersk ooinmanded player’s anmd fan' s.
. . tres?eot as managers and they contributed to the prro;fessional aura of the
| League- ' . - , o E

Amcouple of.the veteran women players assumed mid-season managership
of teams 1n the late 19’+0s and earlyJ 1950s. Bonnie Baker, for 1nstance,
managed the "Iuskegon Lassies during the last balf of the 1950 season. '

But negati,ve fan reaction to and poor player cooperation with women managers




A

pa:omPted'the League Board to prohibit further employment of Women managexrs .

in 1951,28 L . T N T

-

There were of course real ‘and imagined problems vitk{ mnale managers

and: fema.le players L. But League admlnistré.tors solved these p:roblen?s

t
before the first offictal gane, Théy hired chaperones ~to ninister to

the girls and to keep 4 vigil on their moral 'be’haviotm. Chaperones e
often physical eduya.}tion teachers and/or veteran ama.teur softball players,

Beginning with the 1950 season some of the veteran AAGBBL pla.yers abted -

: 29 o o*". ' ‘ S L - -
als p&aying chanerones. . i . : R .
8 . e ce T . - .

Some o*‘ the~early teams employed bat boys, but beginning with the . o

1946 season, league teans more commonly employed. bat girls.3 o ]

&,

League umpires endured the sa.me fate of player/manager/fa.n vs. umpire
coni‘rontatlons in the AAGBBL as they did in otaer leae'ues.jl

League administrators demonstrated"a consiste“nt tendency %o experiment
‘with eq.uipment and 'facility changes, The trend was toward the use of a
.vsma.ller Tall and laxger, diamond, and ﬂi‘rqmo underhandritCQins_ to overhéni B
pitching which . cane into-use in 1948 (see appendix for chart oh ‘equipment
and £a8111ty changes).?? The motive for these changes was to incresse the .|

ectator appeal of the game——to reduce . the dominance of pitching characteristic :

of softba.ll and increase the hitting and baserunning aspects characteristic
of base'ball 33 League publicity emphasized the uniqueness.of the gane, It

" ‘wasn' ‘:;regulation men's base‘ball but it wasn't regulation women's soft'ball .
either.%' L ‘ ‘ | _ | ‘ |

Y
L.

Most players were recruited from urban centemis througho’ut. the U,S. and ¢

Canada. When the League first began operations in ‘1943 it was necessary to

=y players a slgnificar}t wage to’ compete with wax industry salaries. v
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This stan&and, was maintained until 1950 when Mr, Meyerho:f‘f's influence on\

the League wanned (see appendix for evolution of player sala:r:ies) 35

»

Each team played 'oetween 100-127 %a.mes per season (dependin‘, .on t};e

q

number of teams in the Ieaguelexom the end of hay to the middle o .

Septem’ber. Needleés to say, players cou.'!.d.n't hold an additional Jo‘b-they

36 S I ?5 .
were full-tine ball players,” . _ : ‘ ‘

Until 1951 players were under contract to the League ratixer than»to 3
°'individual tea.ms. This arrangement was established. to facilitate equali-

5

zation of team talent 7 Each sm:'ing tea.m presidents and’ ma*nagers B ‘

re-allocated playe;rs to teans in an effort to esta'blish balanoed. )
* . © ¢ v v s ' AR
B competitiori among all teams. ; ey :

The League administra,tors maintained. strict cond.uct rules :for players. '
They strbve i;o c0nvey and mainta.in an idea.l inagé of femininity 'by |

“ stiplﬂ.ating ’qhat players always appear in féminine attire when not a.ctively

L)
engaging in pa:actlce ga.mes. Slacks a.nd shorts were. only a.llowed at picnics R

»
on the bus “and at the beach, BOyish haircuts wers strictly i‘orbidden.
Smoking and drinking were not permitted in public places although playe:cs
were allowed 4o have limited ‘portions of beer and wine with after gane '

meals, All social engagements, eating piaces ‘and 1iving quartep:s were

supposed to be apprdved by cHaperones. The League soli' ited local families

to‘boa.nd. players during the season, Players were not

limits without special pemission of their managers. They were» fined
signlgicant amounts for infractions of thesecs?and .more minor conduct J:ules.38
~ The conduct rules listed above were comperabl«e to those instituted :ln

colleges and they reflected the concept oi‘ iemininity held\ 'by I.eague ’

t

- . . . . \
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administra.tors. It nus bered also that Mz, Rickey was an advoca.te ‘1

of the moral. collegiate image for men's Pr°f9551°na']' Rall playe:cs as well
:;" B ‘as for the women players, It is strongly suspected that Mr Wrigley ancl \
e Heyerhofl also adhered to this phllOSOPhY-39 o - ’

- \
o . The.most successful years of the League. based on a.ttendance :t'igures. X

- Were 1943 to\l%ﬂ_i::e éf the\factors which contri'buted. to the initial J\
su’ess of the League e ident‘lfié. as 1) the availa.bility of a htcoad. o

ta.lent base; 2) the dedication of experlenced organiZa.tional and nea.rly

d

« o .. unlimited financial resources to the formation of the
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ea:cly 191405. Hr. drigley merely tapped an existing‘. pop \ specta,tor

i

s ehterta.inment and attemnted to 1nsure the financial /success of all tea.ms . | .
throvgh JTeague rather than tean ownership of players. Hax production and
transportation restrict:.ons creo,ted a spectator ma.rket for the League,.,

L These fa.ctors coupled wi% extensive publicity and promotiona.l campaigns ‘

' * increased yearly attendance figures through the war years. It islmy o ' . J

bpinion that the qua.ntity and qua.lity of the pu'blicity and p:omotional 4 .
’ campaigns supplied by Mt, Meyerhoff between 1943 and 1949 contributed v L.

s:lgnifica.ntly to. the league s success in the immediate post—wa.r Deriod.

g
N

"Femininity" Juxta.posed with skilled. ba.seba.ll ability remained a
centra.l 'them. in league publicity for the dura.tion of its existence.h} \' -

HMr, Me jerhoff, by profession an advertis,lng agent also continually seught

~\) n/,‘ . ‘u . .' . | . | 1‘  . s
'EMCW— (O . L : ~Z' v




scale was i, xleferhoff's sminge%ﬁa&?i*g, cn-:euxsion t Cuba where all

-

eight teams tra.ined in Ha\rannah in 194?. The Dodgers trained in Cu‘qa in .

.

1911-7 é’lso becquse Jackle Robinson was on the roster and. the Dbdger admini.. '
stration dldn't Want to risk tra.ining i M sgutsa with him, To M,

t .,

Meye;rhof;ﬁ"s delight the Girls' League a&:nr%@ over 75,000 .,spectato:;s/
¢

' dwinwa{n eight game exhibition sem.esu. fux outd.:nwing the Dodger : :
exhibﬁ.tion games,lpzx : ‘ o ; o .

. ’ . ) .,
The popula.ri'by of the AAGBBL in Cu"bu inspix&. the formation of'a oL

iatin American Feminine Basebol League and in the fall of 1947 a group of
American players a.nq a group of Cuban all stars wez'e 10 .have pla.yed
exhibition tra.mesqin Cuba. Venezuela. Puerto Rico, Colum’/oia., Pa.na.ma., U

IIexJ.co anagexas. 'I‘he tour didn't make 3% ocut of Cuba :f‘or 1a.ck of |

. | ( .
relia.bility on the part of the Cuba,n ore;an- 3, but the Cupan tour at . ! 4

‘s

Ieast wis considered a suce.:ess.u3 _As a resm.t of the 1947 spring and fa.ll

| \, tra:.ninc, and exhibition .tours, several Cuban pla:yers were recruited and - i ‘ o ]

' pla.yed witn the AAGBBL, sl R o .

" On a’ na,tiona.l @cale, Mr. Meyerhoff obtained feature stories of the
“

league in popular magazines 'such as Life and Coiiiez’s. 55 He was also

. ’ abﬁe to have articles of the League publlshz-w. in ma.nufacttn'e;'s a.nd insura.nce
company ;publicad::l.onsu6 and in national se ials,h : ; T - T2
e These internationa.l and national :promotionel 2fforts were viewed by
i ;'A - Mr, Meyerhoff as va.luable pla.yer recruiting devices as well" as good
- . publicity.us‘ Outstanding fema.'le talent ‘Was nqt ae_ well organized through "
' . }~ L - - ) 4y . * . ' R
et ‘ ’ . 7 ) /‘% ] _‘;x 7
-‘ v : — 12 ' . " ,'._.
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- schpols -and collgees as outstanding male talent, and the publicity obtained

from these promotional cdnpalgns attracted players to thé League,

. * Another megthod utilized by Hr. “Meyerhoff for promotin?ﬁthe league -
in different regions of the country and discovering new talent were &
. ) . - C . V ) < « . . . Bl
T spming training-tours through the south and.back to local cities.u9
&) v 4+

Proceeds ‘from these tours were often contributed to local charitable a
,. causes. Offic:_a}ts from the Lexington Kentucky Coldreg. Orphans and’

' Ihdustrial Home received, for instance, a $300,00 check from AAGBBL

fgames Dfayed there in Hay, 1947.50 - . ﬂ‘ : .o
In 1949 and 1950 Mr Meyerhoff sponsored two exhibition teans which
toured various sections of the U S. throughout the summer, They were

conprised mainly of rookies who gained valuable playigg experience‘while
- : ‘ {
© on- tour, These two teams travelled by “ous andmtheir bqs driver, Lenny
‘ . l51 a- . .
Zintax(‘was:also their manager o - —
The bulk of Mr, Meyerhoff's and his successbrs' publiclty efforts were

’ °

at local'constituents. Lecal publicity and promotion

@ -

endorsemen*~ in team yeagﬁéoks' from autqnobile ‘stickers and bill boards, . .

to player endorsements and player entertainment; from special player nights‘
to speclial professional pre-game entertainment, from celebrity visitsf%‘qM "*\\,
"o honorary appearances{ One special appearance featured 74 year old Mrs . x
g atoll in Peoria to throw out the first ball of the season. Mrs, Stoll had
played baseball with the New York Champions and Boston Bloomer Girls in
1892 'and 1893,
One of the most novel promotional campaigns wis Mr, wrigley's atte;pt,

)

, _ in 1944, to combine symphony orchestra and girls’ eball into an

entertainment package, Sports writers treated the experiment with

i

."‘




: . . ' ‘ — ™
humorous ridicule, Une writer observed that "Sporting and fusical experts

agreed that some ball fans might be converted into music lovers, ‘but that

the reverse possibilities were dublous, "53 } ‘
LY

”r

‘Perharps the nost’ historlc Promotlonal enterp:rise, as ffr as the
{
baseball world 1s concerned, was the staging of an AAGBBL double header in

Urlgley Field as' a Red .Cross ‘Thanlk You' Wignt in l9h4 The historic rart of

totaling 38,500 watts, The ideal wattage would have been somewhere 1n the

Zg' this double header was that lt was pﬂayed at night, under partable'lights

(
S

A

o

¢ the event 5

neiahborhood of 300,000 watts, As far as I know these were the only games

|_ever played at night‘in Urig}ey Field. Between 16, 000-20 000 fans attended
£ ) Ry

The most concrete;local promotlional efforts ,supported by the Ieague
1ncluded codntributions to local community recreation!prOJectsN\\In 1943 and
1944 the League contributed a $1,000 sbholarship to a female physical,
education student who was a ree}dent of the city nhose team won the post
%;ason champlonship or Scholarship Series, as it was labelled The purpose
of the scholarshi //Was to encourage feninine athletics and phys1cal

tra1n1ng.55 . ‘ |
" ﬁ'The nost freQuently spbnsoigd recreation programs were youth baseball

gn 1948 and 1949 for iﬁétance, the~MUSkegon{fzss1es sponsored

'six teams of Jr, lassies, These teams played with the’ same rules and thef

»

¥

same. hall as the profeSSional~league. The express purpose of their organization

fas to combat ‘juvenile delinquency and. train future league pla.yers56 Some
Qif these Jr, League players grew up to play with their local teams, as did

. Pee Vee ﬂ;ley who played first base for, South Bend in the 1950s.57'

'A najor respect in which League promotional efforts dlffered after the

A\

..“

-




* lanagerent Co:épomtion poticd was In };scheduling vthe Girls' teans to play

:uj;ainst nen's teans or allowing the Eirls to play on nen'g teans, hese,
particular promotional devices were strictly oided by ‘both lr, Hxigloy; .

and Mr, Heyernoff, Theoy wanted to majntain the 613»' Peﬂ@ completel

sepamto fron the mon's, VYhen team. directors obtained a.utonomous s & .
ovmership of\ their persontnel in 1951, the ﬁ'equently sponsored ganes ) v
pittin/ the local Ren's and nomen' teams ageinst each othexr for promotional 1
- . purposes, An exchange of” batterids generally accompenied this practice,

: In one instance All-Star AAGEBL shortatop Dotty Schroeder wes selected
- . f< .
d ) o

¢

to play a few innings with the Kalamazoo Men's Champlonship tean to
promote an annual benefit game aga{nst tho Grand Ravids Bl..,ck Sox, an

cY allBlackteam.58 ST R ) £ ’

= Y

| The em*:"‘.asis placed on publicity and promotion f:rom 1943 to 1950 is

S

. not to stggest that League publicity ceased after Mr. Heyerhoff's association
e m.tl‘f the league discontinued in 1950 It is merely to su,,.,gest that the o
Vo
| quantity and q 1ty of Hr.vMeyerhoff's publicity efforts were significant: -

: in maintaining the league's popularity in the inunediate poot-war years.

& “Y{ihen the Leaéue disassociated with ru?: I‘Ieyerhoff in 1950 the promotional

budget was cut drastically and if 'ooa.rd neeting minutes areany indication,
N \

attendance also jbegan dropping drastically.5 ? League Board members ' !

- :j.ncrea.singly Complained about operating in the red and cellar clubs

mores frequently claimed bankruptey, * . - L.

But the denisd of ‘the AAGBBL aftetr the 1954 sne‘ason vias more complicated
,_ s than just a decrease in the pu‘t:)llicity‘budget Other intra~-league factor:s
o ’ which contributed to the dissolutiop of the League included switching from
" softball to baseball whick drastically reduced the available talent pool

. } - the League could draw from.éo The administrative changes which led from a

-
. »

leagueécelqtered to a teamrcentered organization in 1951 revealed team 4

- * 3%
0 ks

.‘ ‘;‘ - | "5 | -- 15 . .




" He cofted larger families in the post war period and the exodus to suburbia

” home an oasls of comfort for the ‘husband, 5 A re—emphasis on the home as

B )
@ Q\ \

diregtors' res _etence to tho concept of balanced conpetition--each one ,\\ :
v

-

wantca their tean to win.él'»mhe loss of key pluyere through inJuriee, Coo
retlrement, player raid» fron Chieego' rival soniwpro lepgud and other
causes reeul ed in tean looina utrehke which led to reduced a uttendunce end

in some coses teaxztxuﬁnﬂxptcy.éz %

Fbet_ﬁorld War II social c@aﬁges combined with intra-lesgue changes to
. = : : :
comtributo to thq,League's demise, Recreational trends in the 1950z
included the growth of outdoor recreation, the growth of o1l forns of o

!
travel, the muehreoming of ,television viewlng and the growth of do-1it

yourself-activﬂsies. All of these events counteracted the war-time | =

. : : . : . BN
' ~pattern of attending local. sporting actiﬁities; ‘These factors also’

contributed to the decline and denise of men's minor”Ieague baseballﬁ?fw
throughout the Ui, during the early 19503.63 |

. Poot‘wewther condltions were a constant complaint of the South Bend
director” during. the 1954 season. One quarter of the total league games
were raiped out that year.64 ‘

William Chafe in his book The Anerican Woma,m Her Changin;g Soclal,

Economic and Pdlitical RoleL 1920-1970, presented some data which.suggested

a re-emphaais on the home as the focus of women's sphere dur;ng ‘the 1950s,

“as evlidences of this development The exodus to,suburbia resulted in the

wife becoming a family chauffer and re-emphasized her role in making . the

‘ubmens' roper sphere seemed Jto be accompanied by a de-emphasis on womens'

participation in historica¢4J masculine occupations such as baseball !
¢

The ultimate question of course . is what instructive lessons can be

rd \ oy




I believe a.pplication of these ba.sic elements would. be o necessity in the

‘success of men's prqfessional spor{:.

N s

ascerba,ind_ from l'i:ha League's e:cpe?i,énce for curren‘t aﬂd future a.ppli:::a.tion .
to women's ziréfe slonal sport, The League's exna‘rience seemed to point

to the folll.owflnO factors as basic principles of operation for a women'ﬂ
rrofessional tezm suort: .1) Determine the“availability of hroad ﬁal@nt
base and inipfaté prosraps to maintaiqfﬁt-- 2) Obtain finanelal support from

individual.a or groups dedidated enough:to the activity to carry it through
AY

- unproﬂmble peiriod.s- 3& Establish and maintain a-subsphntial advert.ining
. vlewrl.;,lation nhich assures the greatest potential for -equalized competition.

, orga.‘nization of women's professional sport at p:resent and in the :E‘utm:e.

/
Indeed, they ap,pﬁar to be the same principles which contribute to the ¥

" and pxomotional budget; 4) Attempt to esteblish and paintain organizdtional -

=







(ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE OF THE AAGBBL, 1943-1944
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e —  ®. . . PUBLICITY & "~ TOTAL ATTENDANCE
- YEAR - TEAMS PROMOTION BUDCEX *  PER SEASON
RS 17 S N - o 176,612 -
- 1944 : §5,067.00  _ - 259,658" |
. 1945 - 4,102.46 450,313 |

*”

1946

197 .

1948 .
1949 -

1950 .

1951 -,
1952 o
' - 1953 5
o . 1954 :

-~ 4,066.80 _ 754,919
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| ALL-AMERTCAN GIRLS' BASEBALL LEAGUE TEAYS, 1943-1954

Rockforfl Peaches (T11,) 1943-195%  Peorla Redwings (I11,) 1946;1951_
South Bend Blue Sox (Ind,) ® 1943-195%  luskegon Iassies (Mich,)  1946-1950
 Kenosha' Comets (Wisc,) 1943-1951  Chlcago Colleens (I11,)  1948).,
Racine Belles (nse,) 1943-1950  Springfield Sallies (I1L.) w8
Miiwa.ukee Chicks (Wisc.) lonly ‘ Kalanazag Lassies (Mich b 1950-1954
I"innea.polis Millerettes (Minn,) 1944 © ' Battle Creek Bell s (M:.ch ) 1951-1952
Forl',_ Wayne Daisies (Ind,) 1945-1954 } Muskegon Eelles (Nich ) 1953
Grand‘Rapids Chicks (Mich,) 1945-1954 T R ey
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T L . “
, 0 pGBRL PLAVER SALARIES -
Lo o ‘ . “ - "§‘ | . ».‘ t
o, Ty - 3
) - v 5 # . ] N m." .
YEAR © LW e
1943 - 1949 " $U0 PER WEEK $85 PER WEEK, EXPENSES PAID
s ’ ", )
E . 190 NO MINIMM $100 MAXIMUM, EXPENSES PAID
A . _ . rz'?’ v
" 1951 - 1953 $5400 SALARY LIMITATION A MONTH PER TEAM: NO
» . MINIMM OR MAXIMLM PER PLAYER. EXPENSES -
R ‘“ PAID. SRt o
L ) .' . Y TN . * . ’ t d
1954, | - $4400 saLARY cLIMITATION A MONTH PER TEAM:." =
1w : . $400 MAXIMM PLAYER SALARY PER MONTH, T
. | INCLUDE $]_15 EXPENSE mNE.Y NO MINIMUM
'PLAYER SALARY \ K o
* Ve e M N . ‘
RECORD OF AAGBBL EQUIPMENT AND FACILITY CHAMGES-
| BALL LENGTH OF - PITCHING PITCHING
© YEAR SIZE _BASEPATHS DISTANCE STYLE
1943 v <t L’ " UNDERHAND
19y f , 68 o
1S R N V74 ! O
Tlge o W  UNDERHAND &
S o LIMITED SIDEARM
. 1947 \1’ 70' LB’ : SIDEARM .
. loue 10 3/8" 72’ 5 OVERHAND
1949 - 10" (Rep SEAM) Yo gy '
1950 . LIVELIER 10" BALL '
1952 * . LIVELIER 10" BaALL ) , e
o 1954 g ' & &0’ .
ERIC - ' , . - :
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