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‘CHAPTER I~ - L

INTRODUCTION

¢ Y .. I - >

. . - -
- N ’ . : - - .
RS A IR ; o 5 . _ L £ e

- . . . . . -

A chlld comes to telev151on seeklng to satlsfy some -

R | need.- He is able to flnd somethlng there'and is able to

©

make some use of 1t. It 1s.1mposs1b1e to categorlze tele—

v1slon as being good or bad for/chlldren., For most ch11dren,, .
é' uandef most c1rcumstances: most telev131on 1s probably nelther
- . T . ¢ - : A‘).

.

3 partlcularly harmful or partlcularly benef1c1a1.~}:~ ' - L

T Chlldren begln v1ew1ng at a very early age._ Something .

-

f . “Alnaa chlld's 11fe ‘makés him reach out for partlcular

R experlences recelved from telev1s1on., Thxs study Wlll
‘show that chlldren make use of telev1s1on in varlous ways. '

.
a2

Consc1 sly “or unconsclously, chlldren exerclse choice in . .’

L ‘how. much they v1ew, and in the way ghey make time for

e - u v1eW1ng. T#ey may drop a few act1v1t1es or reduce the use -_..'

: of some of them or keep some of them.w1th no change 1n

o, thelr use. | - ‘. - ';. Lo . 7
- : ' : v - . § . l

'

3 N ' The purpose of thls study was to reveal thrbugh two -

B *‘;{t3 1nstruments, the 1nf1uence grade level, sex? other mass'
ftp“v o 'f media and outslde 1nterests have on.the1v1ew1ng hablts of

o ':A chlldren. leferences in amount &r viewing, program U \

S,

preferences, types of programs preferred and typlcal

kA1 da;ly patterns of v1eW1ng are among specific 1tems to ;"‘

. \ ' * Y >
T "whlch answers were sought.,' -
sy SR - The problem ‘was a dlfflcult obner because thereﬂfects -t
‘ v . . . : -




©

'of televlsion could manlfest
'aSpect»of.chlldren s lryes.;
methods to use, and'where»to

-necessary to turn to prev1ous studles.; This study was
U

\“‘

Y

P

themselves in almost every

To, flnd out what to measure,‘<»¥'

=

aw therllne, 1t was

14

. _adapted after the extensive amount of research conducted

G_Edw1n§B Parker.

conducted.

.of‘after school act1v1t;es.f

conducted dur1ng a winter month also may have.

the choice of after s%hool,

between 1958 and 1960 by Wllbur Schramm, Jack Lyle, and‘

In the Schramm, Lyle, and Parker research

'_11 studies of teleV151on and its effects’ and 1mpact on

. dlfferenct select groups of North Amfrlcan chlldren were

t Th1s study made use of two 1nstruments. A questionnaire

1nstrument LES used to survey general 1nformatlon of the

-~

ch11d and delve 1nto areas 1nfluenc1ng v1ewang hablts,_

acqualntance W1th ahd use of. other mass medma. and ChOlceS
Eoe R : :
The a1ded program recall 11st was used to. determlne

__f The study was limited in ‘the fact that the survey. -

was conducted durlng a W1nter month Thls would seem to

have 2 d1rect bearlngxon the amount of telev1s;on v1ewed

\ l .
Studles have shown thit chlldren view less telev1sion -
in the summer months due to satlsfactory weather

condltlons for outs1de play. The fact that the study was

|

act1v1t1esr

’

F oo : o v i :
. - ?

the amount of. v1eW1ng and typlcal patterns of dally v;éwihg,, ]

o




" the school is located changed from EDST (Eastern’ Dayllght

beg1nn1ng~an-hour earller. V1eW1ng af"r school usuallyig

'began an hour earlier,

ques

" and were ea31ly 1nfluenced by answers of the person seated -

“lg,_due to the fact that chlldren des1gnated pnograms on.
W‘;;_thé alded program recall llsts, even though they may not have L
; ;ni)iseen the entire program.' Channel h0pp1ng c0ntr1buted to . .o ‘?, d
/ '1 thls fact, resultlng 1n students marklng more than one |
| ’é program ‘during a half-hour time segment. Some students.

: may also have watched only a. portion of a program and thenj

program was V1ewed.

“:using the questmonnalre_technlque.

P : - - L R ,

4 N . a ks < Y R ) .

. : . - N . - .
. A s - . . Y

DAV ¥
N 5‘ ‘

Durlng the course of the research the area ih wh1ch

3

Savings’ Tlme) to CST (Central Standard Time). ThlS

affected/the bedtmmes of most chlldren, due to SChool S <

« - “The chlldren wereé grouped by grade level when . th«

tlonnalre was admlnlstered because of the - t1me factor

1nvolved. The chlldren were seated close to ene another

1

- 5. .

.8 o ]

next to them.

*F-‘

mhe accu“ateness of the amount of v1ewmn lS llmlted

o

ceasedwatchlng altogether, Hut still 1nd1cate&that a o .

\ .
o

S~ ) "‘ (( :
‘TheXe were also llmltatlons of the usual sort due to oL
g

R )
o > v &
"’ - ! R 1
SO
3




DEFINITIONS

Actlon-adventure program - thls type of program usually
tells the story of a s1mple, strohg, good hero, who

-.‘_"v .;’ o _ 1sra1ways master of his fate desp1te a. varlety of B .

i “p

adventures and perlls, such ‘as’ "Batman "

4

© “ Cartoon program - program W1th anlmated characters, such as

' "Bugs Bunny" o ' ‘ o : - R K
1Documentary program - program deallng with factual |

e p presentatlon %

. - . ) o

'Drama - th1s type of prccram featureé a mpre serlous plot-

than that of 81tuatlon comedy, such as “thtle

House on the Pra1r1e“

ey

Edagatlonal program - th1s type of program attempts to Hf

e
develop and %ultlvate mentally and morally, such

as "Sesame Street"

o

,Famlly adven;ure - a program sultable for v1ewd’g by the -,L'a,' ' %
ent1re famlly, ‘such as "Wild Klngdom" ‘e \ _d..- A é
o Game'show_- program where compet1t10n~1s prevalent, such - - '~3
v . o (as."Let's Make a Deal" = S ' ,.'"_ o ;”g
| Mass_media;A,uSed to s8ignify radio,'teleyiSion,-magaaines, -
'comlc\books, newspapers, ’and'books . ; B
o ' _ Multlple-cholce questlons or 1tems - these terms refer to
'questlons‘ln the questlonnalre, where the’chlld 1s

5prov1ded with ready-made answers from which to

;{select the one(s)nappropriate_for him _ S . 3
Vig' o ’ : e
< |

i




Mystery-police drama - thls type of rdéram 1nvol=esvthe

solving of a crlme or myste
. - N .
- S _ ‘_’. Woman"-' o S e .rit

: G
N q_.
1 | 'y. ~in total onlln part _ _ N
’ -1 Questlonnalre - a set of questlons used to 6btain”neéessary o "544
\ _ 1nform¢10n , _ }d_ T : E | _g
L e Sltuatlon copedy - programs w1th hymor shown as serlals,- . %
S - .. or serx@s of, programs, such as ”Gllllgan s Island" '7 - é
“Z ’il Talk shows - programs where guests areklntervrewed or where . ) B é
"1 . \d? . discussions take place, such as “Johnny Carson" ', e 'f
|

Te$@v1s10n - transmlsslon and fbproductlon of a rapid serles

4

[




a The flgures rapldly grew, as the popularlty of the

4

»‘(Hlmmelwelt Oppenhelm, and Vlnce, 1958. p._91) In - e

REVIEW OF THE LITERAﬁURE

._; h & B S e L

‘ AN
Never has a mass medla penetrated the llves of so{

e T CHAPTER ia ST N ¥

many people as has telev1s1on. At the beglnnlng of 1948

ithere were scarcely t@@ 000 teleV1slon sets in use. in tﬁe

Unlted States. (Schramm, Lyle, and Parker, 1961 p. 1&) v

. “then and 1955 the number of famllles who owned telev151on E

N

ftsets went from less than 20 000 to flve mllllon. . o

January -of 1961 the A.C. Nlelsen Company reported 46. 9
m 1lllon homes equlpped w1th one or more telev181on sets.d.

fColor televislon became avallable in 1960 and found its way

1nto over a th1rd of the Amerlcan homes by 19?0.

9 .
,(Bower, 1973) A total of 66.2 mllllon homes, or 97% of
_the homes in the United States were telev151on equlpped

'as ofoSeptembar 1973 accordlng to the A C. Nlelsen Company. '

Telev131on has become the greatest source of natlonal
J T :

'entertalnment -1t has mostly taken over from mov1es, comic

,books, baby—s1tters, and even. playmates a large part of

the Job of entertalnlng chlldren. Nearly all chlldren

"have easy,access to- telev1s1on.‘ It is an 1mportant factor.

b e P 4

',1n thear llves, a normal part of .their, llVlngf‘and‘a maJor o

source of recreatlon. TeleV1s1on is almost a.thlrd parent

e S0
R . oW

'electronlc pled plper grew after the war in 1946 Between-;;;




. o . N
- s .

o to'many and some have even acduired for itla,feelingfof #

0. o

'affectlon and trust.,

There are some. 30 mllllon Juvenlle V1ewers.and the

L -

-rblggest 1nfluence on them 1s the tube. (Galonoy, 1973)
'hIt starts as their babys1tter glves them the1r flrst

words, and shows them’relatlonshlps betwe n add\ts It

\ Al

reveals that nuns ‘can fly, h1tt1ng people 0n the head/is
TN

funny, only the, bad guy bleeds, and that llfe 1s swell and

,funny and always has a happy end@ng.’ A- chlld learns by , .

'observ1ng and by actlng out what he has seen.f From

-~

'telev1s1on he can learn how to bulld a b1rdhouse, what

P

"clpthes are in style,khow to order dlhner, _how- not to

o }behave\gthg;ggdding, how to crapk a safe, - how to forge (f

'Tffa check, how to SW1ndle a" v1ct1m or how to stab someone.

: i Ty AR R N R = —
t d ath.‘ i - { L
Telev1s1on helps to contrlbute to formlng th1s SOClal

N

.nsystem. It soc1allzes chlldren into a flctltlous soc1al '}

systﬁm where crlnlmals are always caught m1nor1t1es and

"'the elderly are rarely seen, the gullty break ‘down: to a -
‘ g W,

good lawyer 'S questlons, problems are solved in an hour,

[
EEEE I

and everythlng ‘always works out. for the best.

)

Much,of what younger chlldren v1ew on telev131on is

o

'”1n the form of cartoons. They serve as models for attltudes

"i that chlldren have been told are wrong. " Too mgny of xhe yf

cartoons are too loud and arfe ugly 1n story content and

-

' appearance. ,From car1 ures seen oﬁ actors and other
C T a ' : J /. . ¢ ' by T
N ' ’-\‘ » . B . _":' P

e




';jf 'f‘r people ,%hlldren have learned.to laugh at blg feet,‘funny
R ’ faces, blg noses, at anyone who looks or acts dufferently.

] The mlghty becomes rlght,'enemles become ludlclous.;.A'

'“fp, )_ ‘chlld sees the wlnner as the smart aleck On telev1slon <
1% R K o ' S
. he sees'wlolent thoughtless Solutlons to all problems.

*f’«j / Perhaps Jerry Goodls, pres1dent of an agency in Toronto .
summed 1t ‘up in a speech to a group at the Un1vers1ty of
Mlssourl.p\"" ﬂ:f»iifffb;Lr'° S "n'_. o ff':n:'f

. The" 1mages your ohlldren are grow1ng R T TS

up with are not those of Washington,. Y

-, Jefferson,. and Lincoln - they're ., =~ . =«

v « . images of Ghevroist, Colgate and e e T

o IR Coke...they're images *of oommerclals SRR P

et saying fatheér: is aijerk; mother is' . Lo

ST ~ stvrpid-and a* g0551p. all kids shoyld ~ - . .7

: S - v . make out; and’ elderly people sit x“'f\ag_ R
Cie '."around arthrltlc 4nd constipated. . e LT

: . : - o (G% ‘onoy, 1973’ p. 200) - - .

. - ..
-9 "

‘Telev1s1on play with them,‘ ‘
: go to any 1ength to get 1t It 1s a chlldJs most .._12f,"*‘

’J'access1blkj3ack door to the grown-up world

. Telev1s1on=does also have pos1t1ve 1nfluences on o

h.chlldrey. It brlngs them people to meet and proV1des o  ‘ : ;j;f
- knowledge about ‘the world wlth whlch they have no dlrect ;sf fx:-7 *
':contact. E 1s\¥s a more. v1v1d knowledge than would be P '_{.°" ”
'.recelved from words.a Telev1s1on 1nforms chlldf/n and o

RIS TR -2 ; T

o prov1des them w1th answers to.mystery questlons. From B

1

teleV1s1on a chlld may 1earn where bables come from, whaé - Ca




g o

the 1mportance of natural resources, how far(away 1t is ]
. * - - . ’
e to,the moon, and how much & blue whale welghs. Televis1on ' S

"‘1nforms ChlldPen and prov1des them wlth thlngs to‘Bo.» ;._ N -

r"?hrough the use of telet1slon chlldren can learn communlcatlon '

-,

R -

S 3fif77 k1lls., Speclﬁ ic 1nformatlon 13 transmxtted and learned

e L ;TeleVlSIOn broadens their\knowledge and interests, «In many

‘o,

: e b :hoases, telev1s1on motlvates chlldren to read. Through its-

.

h “¢f5,>"f9e:.uéf chlldren acqulre more soc1a1 learnang and have thelr B fﬁﬂ,/
a

glnatlons stlmulated. Parents need to be aware that the

'"1mpact of tslev;slon 1s greater than any medlum avallab}e 3;)i74:,.f

»

e before;. Patr1c1a Swenscn has attrlbuted much thtelev1slon

-
P

by golng so far as to say, "Sometlmes I almost feelo " ”:;

Jsué°f‘w;;;:$hat schoel wogk b¥ 1nterruptlng a- EOdﬁ telev1s1ondw]nf

"ﬂfprogram,qlnterferes W1th mylchlldren s educatlon.” (1967) ;,'

R The outstandlng power of teleV131on 1s 1ts power»tok
' R eAtend the=¢1slon of 1ts v1ewers., To- the ears of radlo

N P
e L PR e

.

|
b
(SR _
| s .
oA T . S 4
j ' ‘teleV151on adds eyes. L L
1
1 L
|

Researchers have found that chlldren s VleW1ng, on ':f; ) ﬂi‘

P T

'rfthe most part, 1s relatlvely opportunlstlc and unplanned..

It appears that whlle some prdgrams mlght be}selected

T -

1_y;unp1anned v1ew1ng is 1dkely to follow. The v1ewer contlnues

*ﬁ“kud - to watch whatever comes next on the channel or merely
'fllps around the di 1. For the mog¥ part chlldren watch -_}cm*};-

LN

_ b - i
telev1s1on to flﬁi tlme. Even 80, it is," on the most part,. .
p . S

1f~ “; a useful eXperlence. Relaxatlon and pleasure are also S o
Y

- strong motlves for v1ewngu Sometlmes chlldren watch to , vh e

w .
\ .
. X -~

+




-

e

T regardless~of the chlld's reatlons. - .:vf L

ty

RS L

. . . . ) . ) . )
-~ . °
. i ’ - .
I . : ) i . . - .
\ . L P . . ' . .
- . - .. e N . LR - Lo ' . ®
A . B . .

-

RO . N R FE

v relleve boredom and lonellness. Often tlmes they will .
~ v

B to cope w1th personal problémsa ;"

o able to teach them/how to handle soclal problems, or

‘dhd Hlmmelwelt, Oppenhelm, and V1nce, a team of Brltlsh

view spec1f1c programs to; obtaln 1nformatlon or because ‘
s AR
they belleve they.are g01ng to learn somethlng. }Te»

of%en has a hldden effect on - chlldren., Some prqgrams are

A e
Chlldren are found toAphys1cally;1nact1ve Whlle

N A
watchlng teleV1s1on. They cannot ask questlons, nor can AN

0 -

- they ,change the pace of the actlon.; The events roll on v
Because of the great 1mpact telev1S1on has on soc1ety,
and especlal 1y on onr youyh, a great dkal of research has gJ/ ‘

(

been done 1n the ared of telev151on., In the m1d 1950' 'f.;“

1nvest1gators, performed %he f1rst maaor f1e1d of study
of the effects of telev151on.; They studled malnly 10 tou
14 year old publlo school chlldren. -Shortly after, from

- 1958 to 1960 Schramm, \le, and Parker performed a ser1es

.
»

of 51m11ar studles 1n ﬁorth Amerlca. Paul Wltty conducted

.'ﬂ-"\"

a ser1es ‘of studies on chlldren s 1nterests. In 1960 ' . _215

Stelner did a study ak thejgdult's view. of televxsron.

;~Bower did a follow-up to Stelner s study in 1970.

B

A typlcal child is now born 1nto the world of televis1on.

- The sohngs bf telev1s1on blend into the surroundﬂngs Just

?;d.as wallpaper. It isias much a part of the home settlng as the

carpéting on the floor;. For a chlld today to live w1thout e

&




téleV1slon would be llke 11v1ng W1thout the sun or the, sky.

[2%

Statlstlcally, chlldnen Spend more time watchlng telev1slon
}fhan any other slngle acxlv;ty except sleep. . (Kaye, 1974 Pe 7 |
'By the tlme the average chlld enters sohool, he has already
'spent more hours learnlhg about his world from telev1slon

' than he wquld spend 1n/é classroom earnlng as coliege degree.

"-;;sBy the tlme the average Chlld graduates from hlgh school
)'he has watched some,15 000 hours of telev1slon compared
| w1th 12 000 hours/spent in school. (Wren, 1972, p. ;u) o -;, C
g ; e These fig s are not surprising. when taken 1nto acCount
. that on -an aveyéie W1nter evenlng durlng prlme tlme televmslon
(between the hours' of 6 P.M. and 11.P.M.) fully one—half ,‘? A
* of the entlre Amerlcan p0pulatlon is watchlng telev1slon. |
}"(Nlcholas, 1973, p.22) Tlme Mggamne 1n Oc‘)er 13, 1958 o ,A
'Vclted report shOW1ng that 43 mllllon homes 1n the Unlted i ;‘d
L 'States had thelr sets turned on an average of five hours,
° i.ol“"56 minutes each day.. (Wltty, 1961, p.- 103) In 1971 the
0 - roadcastlng Yearbook reported thls flgure to be s1x hours,

d

118 minutes’ per day.,, , .
Most ;hlldren do watch some telev181on every day.
'The amount of telev151on V1ewed and the tlme of v1eW1ng change
,almost from year to year as the chlld ‘G OWS older. Therefa
is greater uhlformlty among. younger chlldren in amount of
time viewing than-among older ¢hildren. (Lylé and Hoffman,
1971) Frequent viewing of telev1s1on beglns when a. Chlld 5‘

'15 approxlmately three years old and remalns hlgh untll




. . o N J‘

o ’ * ¢ ‘ ’ :/4
untll he reaches the approx1maté ag% df twelve. The amount of
‘ w

v1eW1ng then beging to deciine.‘ (Surgeon General:s Sclentrilc

i
|

Adv1sory Commlttee,\1972, Pe 3) 'f}“f

o € 7

. Patterns of ver1ng t1me and program selectlon change

~7almost from year to. year s0 that there are very-different

e

audlences at dlfferent ages of chlldqoos. Ru%enstein, Comstock f-y

and Murray @1971) found that one—thlrd of thelerst graders

watched fOr fgur hours or more on a weekday. Over one—fourth

-of the<slxth graders watched at least flve and one—half

R4

" <hours on a. glven school day. pver a week long perlod the

Y

‘first graders Spent the equlvalent of Just less: than ong . S'?;f:iﬁ’

_,, .

full ﬁay watchlng teleV1s1on” : (Q S !r-,f T _,’{.\

tg e

Schramm et al. (1961) éiscovered that Saturday v1ew1ng

,1s generally longer than any other weeﬁday.' Sunday v1ewmg _' ?

is longer than' eekday v1eW1ng, 1n most cases. JIt is found A

that chlldren view. less television in the summer months‘iy‘ ;

rd

When reported on a &eekly basls, two t6 flve year olds '
view approxlmately 28 hours per weﬁg, whlle 6 to 11 year olds
7V1ew 23 hour's per week. The average of bdth groups for a '

year 1s apprOX1mately lzoo hours or- a. SOlld one and two~th1rds

»cﬁ c ‘

' months per year. (Seld;n, 197#, P. 50) | .
Heavy vieW1ng for cﬁlldren beglns about anAhour after
school ends and’ lasts untll the1r respectlve bedt1mes.7 As the
child Erows older, the bedtlme moves to later hours and . so

does tnlev131on tlme lngthen out. Most of the younger

AN
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| Chlldrén w&ll drop out.of the Vlew1ng audlence and W111 be ’»/

{; not a solltary affaxr._ Televislon watchlng 1s stlll,prlmary
or another room servmng‘as a famlly gatherlng room.! In o

' audelnce, there 1s ‘an. average of two v1ewers per set.

' members of the-famlly. For ch;ldren, v1ew1ng was most

,uﬂtogether by the entlre famlly.; Bower (19f3) fqund that

' when a. famlly nad only one telev1s1on set, 9@% of the -

P AR S g
. . o - a . L4 : ] & ﬁ' /
. - E . o . g < .
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in bed by 9 PaM. About One-thlrd of the s1xth-graders _/

watch some telev&slon after 10 P M. There is found to be a,

4‘ m“

clos1bcorrelatlon between lateq bedtlmes and longer telev131on )

time

When looklng at sex, there are many dlffemences between .
boys and glrls in thelr program tastes, but no 81gn1flcant S f
dlfference in the amoén% of v1eW1ng. (Wltty, 1952, p, 253) o .

. For most people most of the tlme watchlng tehv1S1on is’

»

/ a

"an experlence shared by £ mll& members;kW1th the living)- room {’g

Al ) ' S e

} » . .
the prlme evenlng hours, when telev1s1on has its maxlmum B . qf
: ’ o R
S o

(Stelner,v1963, Pe. 29 ';_f ‘ ;%“ @13 f_gj L

& .

/

‘ tMost v1eW1ng recorded was done 1n the company of other
frequently done W1th thelr slbllngs. Vlew1ng W1th other>
membershof the famlly 1ncreased W1th age. Solltary v1ew1ng
is hlgher among slxth graders than among flrst graders.
Flrst graders dld very 11ttle V1eW1ng “with frlends.r Even
the older chlldren viewed" telev1s1on wath their s1b1ings E
more than w1th their frlends. (Rubensteln et al.,‘1971)

When a’ famlly has more than one, set in the household 4

there becomes.a dlfference 1n the amount of w1eW1ng done

cq
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' tlme the famlly viewed teleV1s1on together. When the familyk*
acqulred an addltlonal set, 80% of thelr v1ew1ng t1me
< was done together.” This flgure dropped to 66% when the, famlly

had -three telev1s10n sets. . 3ﬁj{ : *,".

In homes W1th only one telev151on set there 1s always the

issue of program selection. In a.reoent study (Bower, 1973)
- »1s was concluded that when the enjlre famlly is watchlng

teleV1s1on 42% of the program sele;tlons are made by the

entlre group watohrJg 27% of the selectlons were de01ded

t'by ‘dad alone, 10% were deblded by the mpther, r7% were

‘dec1ded by the chlldren and\u% were ‘made by other v1ewers.

.1 .

There 1s a,certaln value in hav1ng to share the teleV131on. o
All learn to share and compromlse on whloh thlngs are“more
: 1mportant than others. Whlle it is natural that all persons

: Wlll not llﬁe the same program, there Wlll always be some

"1QQ ’they can engoy together.' ‘ 179 ‘ :~‘_‘”‘TGfss-' ¢

=;‘ Lo Many homes now report more thanhone*teleV181on Set in
. o N
the‘house. Theré7has been found to be a lower level -of, confllot

; over program selectlon betWeen chlldren and parents in
multlset homes. Wlth.the addltlon of a second set in a
~home, one s€t becomes a chlldren s set.. (Lyle and Hoffman, v
1971, P 5) Ini 1970 over 31% of . the homes in: the Unlted States
d reported hav1ng more “than one set (Bower, 1973, Do 3) |
The set 1s not llkely to be in the bedroom when there 1s

3
only‘on\‘set in. the house. But there is a good chanoe of




.2 set in the bedroom whén there are:two or more televisions
in the house. In a three”and four-Set‘fandly. there is .
- usually one set ln the, llVlng room or 1n the famlly |

v gatherlng room and one or more sets in the bedroom or playroom.

=3
»

" The amount of parental control of‘televleW1ng is found

>
- to be qulte m1n1ma1. Of a group of flrst grade mothers,

amount offvleWing. However, three-fomrths of’them d1d

exerclse some ?ontrol over program selectlon. (Lyle and

» .. Ho'ffman, 1971 ip._153 e “(‘ , \ . - N .o . ....- | |

- . . e
’ »

S , t

a'“'w;' . Hlmmeldelt et al. (1958) found that Af there was a

AR ;~.' ¢ .
' *program on téleV181on the chlld dld mot llke. 45% of the L

SR chlldren would go and do'somethlng else. Twenty~s1x per. v,

cent would cease watchmng for a perlod “of t;me.\ Only 29%

1

would cgntlnwe to watch the program even though they d1d l"
‘4‘ o not care fér the program.'vThls 111ustrates-that chlldren -

‘can exer01se a select1v1ty of thelr own.: They are able to
i stop v1ew1ng or go away and do somethlng e1se.
s : L } :

The teleV1s1on networks nav1gate\by the ratlngs rather

'=»= than by the compelllng needs of the audlence. Pressure

. f . makes 1t essentlal for aeprogram to attract the largest
# IR 4
i share ‘of an avallable audlence. The Nat10na1 Assoclatlon

. fon Better Broadcastlng makes annual surveys of telev151on

"J:.Q _ programs for chlldren. It has been found that the fare -3

“ . T V' offered chlldrenchas in generals always been’ bad and is gettlng
R : FE ,

worse.» S P A o
2 . A S . S R

; : /, ]the magorlty made. no effort to set hours or to restrlct Jhe T
.- ' 3




......

v

\#i Chlldren were once cons1dered a;deflnlté aUdlence, but

now, W1th the exceptlon of the pre—school Chlld they\\r

. seen as part of a famlly audlence.w KnoW1ng that chlldren

N SR

\

'Wlll watch whatever is é% .provided there 1s nothlng else_

“ to do, the costs of prodﬁctlon and maJor purchases « .

’dec1s10ns made by“the parents, broadcasters usugily

»hellmlnate chlldren S. programs in favor of family prbgrams{

' deslgned for W1de—range audlences.

» e
- Many famlly s1tuatlon ser'ies have- llttle relatlon

'.to real life problems. Famlly relatlonshlps are almost -

1

always slmpllstlc stereouypes.- The Chlld has no control

over. the scrhen in front of h1m. He 1s unable to stop L

it to’ ask questlons, thus often left confused even o

}durlng commerclals. Many programs 1nvolve sex stereotyplng. '

In chlldren s commerclals on a spec1f1c Saturday mornlng

972 49 commerclals featured males only, whlle only 16

icommerclals featured fema/es. Even toy ads are class1f1ed
. by sex,roles.s Glrls are. shown W1th dolls, boys w1th cars

and_trucks. Women are often Seen as schemlng, bra1nless,
Fuc! 3 .

deceptiye-or frlvolous.' Men are the problem solvers, brave,
'and’Work out81de the home. (Kaye, 1974, p. 54)

of the 15 hours that the three magor networks furnlsh ’
Aprograms oh a Saturday mornlng from 8=A.M. untll 1 P M.,
only two- and one-half hours are llve actlon. Anlmatlon is-

a convenlent catch-all. (Wren, 1972 p. 5ht) Amerlca s

‘chlldren s shows are generally poor in content rely heav1ly

e o R t _ ; EO N

‘.3.
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on cheaply produced cartoons and are aimed at an audlencelof

two to 12 year olds. . | | \ - V.‘ N
Accordlng to an 1nternatlona1 survey, Sesame Street

is thus far the only Amerlcan program that matche the

quallty of the programs of other countrles. Other countrles
.%& such as Brltaln, Austrla, Japan, Australia and West Germany
alm’thelr programs at’ more Spelelc age groups.‘ The survey .
aiso found that the Unlted States 1s the only. country that
"do not schedule weekday afternoon chlldren s programs.‘
(Saturda Rev1ew, August 21 1971 p. 48) R o \ IR
o S When speaklng of spec1f1c program favorltes, resear;h
| 1ndlcates that prlmary chlldren favor cartoons and comedy
programs. Intermedlate chlldren also favor comedy..

They engoy serlous types of suSpense and drama. There 1s‘
!{ o Researoh conducted shows that in 1957 the top programo
| 'favorltes were all'chlldren § shows. These 1ncluded -
D1sne11and, The Mlckex MOuse Club, Lassle and E__x" In

1965 the f&ve favorltes were claSS1f1ed as adult shows.

-:;5_ Ariong these f1ve were: Man from UNCLE Sh;ndfg, Addams Famllv,

Bonanza, and Bew1tched.

t, . H;mmelwelt éE&j::°(1958) found that age, 1nte111gence,
and sex were the)mal factors . Wthh affected what chlldren )
llked to watch ‘Schramm et al. (1961) later noted that |
more younger boys than glrls preferred westernsvand adventure

: ‘ '_stor;es._ Boys often,stayed wlth cartoons and Juvenlle programs
» .\ . . , L. v v. : \“ \

¥ T L
Z’: : l “ .., .

llttleqlnterest 1n educatlonal programs.k (Wltty, 1964, p. ?)_"' o

N




longer than d1d glrls.-

It 1s found that chlldren have telev1S1on preferences

- as early as age three. By the time the chlld 1s 1n the
> first- grade, the. maaorlty of boys and glrls exh1b1t ind1v1dual
K taste in program selectlon and preferenee for characters._
| As the chlld grows older his program ch01ces ‘becomé ‘more
d1vers1f1ed -The preferences of adolescent boys qé; g1r1s
dlffers more than the tastes of younger chlldren.
(Hlmmelwelt, 1958 pp. 13-14) Unexpectedly girls are -

s T
‘ as 1nterested as boys in crime and detectlve ser1es.,.As

’ they grow older g1r1s w1ll turn toward programs whlch
relate to re pons1b111t1es they wilk have in 11fe.“'
| Thefe is almost no v1ew1ng of news, Spanlsh programs,
‘;E‘ff: oxr’ polltlcal d1scuss1ons and documentarles. Even the most
| popular program or type of program wauas mentloned by no |
‘more than one-th1rd of the ch11dren. W1th1n any age group

there is a great deal of ‘variation 1n taste. (Hlmmelwe;t,

o 1958, pD. 31y

. \ R Slnce ch11dren have extra channels from wh1ch to choose,_3

1 the1r tastes play a dom1nant role 1n what they V1ew. \They
‘; often change from channel to channel follow1ng favorite
;' "", program types. ThlS tends to creat a somewhat narrow 1
,v1ew1ng diet. ' “ ,‘, . ‘ R ’:“ _
It is an accepted fact that telev1s1on plays a dom1nant
role in the "leisure t1me adtlvltles of ch11dren.‘ It is

ﬁ},usually the f;rst of ‘the actlvltses to whlch_chlldren become:

e

©
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B acqualnted To a larée extent the way a child d1v1des h1s

)r

le;éure time depends on the relatlve needs served by teleV1s10n

*
and the competlng pasttlmes. A chlld's 1nterestsvchange and .

develop as he ‘grows. He needs to strlke a’ balance between ,,4

1 l

the clalms of telev1slon-and thOSe of other ways to spend

' lelsure tlme. Chlldren S televleW1ng 1s ‘an. act1v1ty that

has found 1ts place in competltlon w1th other act1v1t1es,,

d1spla01ng radlo, comlcs and motion plctures. But 1t
has not dlsplaced play, sports, and recreatlonal act1v1t1es.

TeleV1s1on appears to a falrly small extent to reduce

o the t1me chlldren spend outdoors._ When=asked what they prefer

to do after sohool, 58% of the chlldr nhresponded they would

rather play. Only 20% of the group preferred to watch telev1s1on.,.;

(Rubensteln, Comstock, and Murray, 19:15 Pe 162) Half of

the chlldren dldtnot mentlon telev1s1on. Flrst grade boys

P

E llsted other favorlte passtlme act1v1'1es as g01ng to mov1es,~

readlng stor1es, llstenlng to storles, read1ng comlcs, and

,on the most part. (Seldln, 1974, pp:f15-23)

Chlldren in grades three through s1x ranked watchlng

telev1slon first. Boys also llsted playlng 1ndoors, readlng,

playlng outdoors, baseball and football. Glrls mentioned

readlng, playlng 1ndoors, play1ng outdOOrs and ice skatlng. .

-

When comparlng teleV1s1on to the other mass med1a,

19

llstenlng o the radlon. The glrls engoyed the same act1v1t1es' :

i
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H

mass medla, teiev1s1on is the only one he uses day after - Li

day. /- (Feeley. 1973. p. 41) S f |

r

Almogt all radio surveys in thls country have shown =

that telev1s1on hlts radlo 11sten1ng more’than any . other

v'act1v1ty. Radlo ‘cannot hold chlldren like teleV1s1on.¥'
However, when surveyed, (Rubensteln et a1., 1971, p.‘153)
glt.was found that 46% of the flrst graders had 11stened to :
f'radlo the precedlng day. There was found to be no substantlal
,hjdlfference between boys and glrls., Radlo llstenlng 1ncreased
”'g;lW1th age, wlth glrls 1lsten1ng more than boys.’ Most 11sten
'r to radio when r1d1ng 1n +he car orfwhen 1t is unsafe or'

VvlmPOSSlble to look at telev151on. They llsten on the

average of an hour a day., (Schramm et al., 1961 p. 35)
Almost no one read the newspaper W1th any regularlty
1n the early grades, but over half are readlng 1t everyday E ,

1n the slxth grade. In the study conducted by Schramm et al. 'f

o three percent of the second graders read the newspaper :

dally, whlle 57% of the 51xth graders read it dally.
Acqualntance W1th maga21nes broadens as readlng skllls Vo
1ncrease. Children typloally begln thelr maga21ne readlng .

w1th ch11dren s and plcture maga21nes. They leaf through

‘plcture Journals before. they read anythlng else, Second

graders read an average of .8 magaz1nes per month while '
sixth graders read 2.6 magaz1nes ‘per. month. (Schramm. et al.,
1961, p. 26) " ‘ '

The readlng of comic. books beglns, typlcally, at a




)

1

Chim.

: found that 82% of the flrst graders read dnmmc.books, W1th

~are usually heaV1er readers than g1rls.'_ y:»%' ;f‘_;,;

- readt Then a Chlld lGans tomiind bboks he can read for"jﬁ.'.i; o

y.himself.

-Vﬁ 1s two to three. Glrls are found %o read. more than boys.

o medla must filter through the famlly. L *.5

very early age. The chlld 'looks at the plctures 1n a.

P '
comlc book usually bought by an oldég slster or brothei.; .

'S

often h1s parents read ommlo strips fﬁom the neWSpaper to

AN

When he hlmself becomes old enough to read ‘he uaually

reads newspaper comlcs flrst.' Rubensteln et al. (1971) A‘,»fz

boys readlng more than glfls. In the slxth grade 35% read

t‘

':reads three to four books per week, whlle S

%& Ay
five percent rea{ﬁhone. and 17% read seven or more.‘ Boys

- Dol ',-':{-

ﬁ -

Books ‘aie the. flrst mass med1a W1th whlch most chlldren

become well acqualnted., ThlS 1s through Storles the1r parents

read to them from plcture books.' Story readlng remalns 1mportant Mg”i
: |

to chlldren untll sometlme afifer they themselves learn to :

] ');"“\e’ .

w.x

Tﬂ; amount of book readxng 1ncreases from grades'*“

‘one- to 51x. The average number of books read in a&month o -t

Younger chlldren are: found to read more than adolescents. SRR
ThlS could be due to shorter books. (Hlmmelwelt 1958) '

, ToIf too much tlme seems to be devoted to telev1s1on,

other act1v1t1es should be encouraged to" 1nsure a bamanced ' S f

nd1v1dual. TeleV131on 1s a problem where parents let 1t'

/‘ .

become and remaln a problem. The 1nfluence of the mass

Lt
A}
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. | CHAPTER II, RECIR PR
e DESIGN OF THE SWDY. . e
~@;Ah, " H'j' | - The purpose °f the StUdY'WaS to determlne the 1nf1uence k ~§f%i“

‘*of grade\)evel, sex, other mass medlé and owts1de 1nterests

on the v1ewing habits of boys and glrls in grades one thrqugh

B :7,,_\: .

It Was determlnpd that the needed 1nformatlon couldff~53’

‘ ti%ffa select Northern Indlana school.;” /)

u‘xff;ffd‘;;;gglven to conduct the study.» Parents of chlldren in grades °
. fj@one through s1x were 1nformed of the study by means of a

f')dletter.i k meetlng”was conducted W1t the 1nvolved school - K %

f}" tohpersonnel to d1scuss;the objectlves znd mannerisms of the ‘g

.Lresearch o ;ni {5:m?.:ﬁ2? LJ7>, /}f{'@jifft}' ”'”,':j ;V;”ki". :E

‘ - The - study was conducted for a period of one week durlng P 7%
‘J.“f.fh:fFebruary of: 1975 The wor QEEh thesshlldren cons1sted of

o two sectlons. Survey ques%monnalres used to obtaln the bulk
of the deS1red 1nformatlon wlre cogpleted by 369 students. —'J': | 'f
:'The number of studeng completlné the alded program recall -ih- : %
':11sts varled each day due to attehdance. (See Tables A and ;
.B for grade d1str1butlon and dally”d?strlbutlon for recall L gé




| the1r usual bedtlme.

oy

and spontaneous answers would have proved to0. dlfflcult for"

all but the brlghtest students.. Ch11dren in grades three .

_through 'six were. grouped by grade ‘level -and glven detalled

oral 1nstruct10ns. These chlldren wrote the1r own answers to

=

- the questlons under the condltlons of anonymlty.‘

The questlonnalre cons1sted .of open and closed questlons.

Closed questlons requlred the ch11d to select answers from

@

a. number of prepared cholces. Questlons concernlng necessary
~

- general 1n*ormatlon about the chlldren were-asked. .Items

concernlng the ex1stence and placement of telev1s10n sets

f_-w1th1n the home were 1ncluded, Chlldren were. questloned

tabout the1r sne01flc hab1ts. Th1s 1nvolved 1tems deallng W1th

~

P reasons for watchlng telev1s10n, persons W1th whom they v1ew,

h,persons who control the selectlon of programs, and the

. select1v1ty they arevable to ‘exhibit. From a~11st of various”f,,"
lact1v1tles offered. the ‘children chose three as the1r
.favorlte after school 1nterests.‘ Itemsglnvolv1ng the chlldren s
_use of other mass medla were 1ncluded »From a llst of mass
'medla they were to choose the one they would mlss the most

Af all but one were taken away. There were two open questlons

Whlch extracted a free reply from the chlldren. Thev were °

asked to name thelr favorlte television program and to state

The second sectlon of tne work w1th une chlldren
cons1sted of aided program recall 11sts. These were used to

determlne “the amount of v1ew1ng_and +yplca1 patterns of

“ "’N‘

) . - ) i ‘ &9" « . .
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Q.

v

of v1ew1n%1according to each Jhalf-hour of the day Instruotions
on admlnlstering the program r call llsts were given orally

and in wrltlng to the 1nvolved faculty, as they were to

| admlnlﬁter the Llsts dally. On each’ day the children would

“be given- a llst of all the programs avallable for v1ew;ng

- on the precedlng day.> They were asked to designate the

programs or parts of programs Whlch they viewed. The recall r

r 11stq commencod on Wednesday, Fébruary 19th- and contlnued

through the follow1ng Tuesday, February 24th. 1f no telev1s1on’

was v1ewed on ‘the precedlng Hay, thls was to be 1ndlcated.
|

"Data recelved from t e survey questionnalze was transferred'

to IBM sheets’ and then analyzed by means of a computer.

Informalon recelved from the aided program recall Ilsts

. was tallled by tlme of day. It was then analyzed into -

&

amount of v1ew1ng and typlcal patterns of v1ew1ng.

On the whole, the chlldren enJoyed the process. They

e

: were mostly at an age where they felt at ease and llke‘

o

g1v1ng thelr oplnlons.

o
o
P
&
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'mass medla 1nfluenced by the use of telev131on.

CCHAPTER IV \
DATA ANALYSIS ‘

]

Childrenkare often seen as voracious. unselective -

viewers who spend all of thelr free tlme in front of

@

the television set, and who can be coaxed only W1th great

dlfflculty into going outside to plai?

AN

or going to bBed. How much truth is there 4in this image? |
How much éime do‘children, in fact, spend in viewing? In
‘what ways does this dlffer from grade level to grade: level
,_'and between boys and glrls? What are some of the 01rcumstances
": that 1limit viewing or promote 11:‘> Does: the parent stép

- in and restrlct ‘the child's. V1eW1ng hours or is- the chlld

able to éxhlblt self-llmltatlons° Do chlldren have ,

'pronounced llkes and dlSllkeS in telev1s1on programs°
'Do they show enough dlSClpllne to stop watchlnz a program

iF 1t does not 1nterest them? Due to the amount of

telev151ons present 1n the home today, is there st111

@

‘ conflict among famlly members for the control of the set?

}Are children's outside 1nterests and the1r use of other:

l

?

This study revealed that chlldren use teleV1s1on
much of the time as a t1me-flllers As Table 1 shows,

the magorlty of the chlldren Watched because of speclal

* programs on ‘which they had a- des1re to watch. This was

_true for all grade levels. Few of the chlldren watched

28A

haV1ng thelr meals,

1)535 ]
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- ‘~'t;1ev1olon to put thlngs off. More'of the yOunger ohildren
O than older chlldren natched more telev151on than they planned
to watch when V1ew1ng'began. o y’ |
’ In order to dlscover the actual amount of viewing done
—;~//by chrldren, an alded program recall llst was employed.
- ﬁe ';: Table 2 111ustrates that the average Chlld v1ewed about 3 7
‘ hours of telev1s1on per day.
.
.';~ f‘ a TABLE 2, AVERA 3 NUMBER OF TELEVIEWING HOURS PER DAY BY SE§
| . , " : o ,
‘ \ ' R i : . — J; . . . 3
g Day of the week - -  Boys . S Girls 7 Total
4 MWopay 3 S 31 L3
O Mesday 300 . 2.9 30
VVWednes&ay ~ . e o L9 46 '"}‘.:'4.8:ﬂ
oo msssy 32 . 3.3 33
Fridgy "_  -D‘;."°'l "3.&"f' o ff‘3:4g f\ ;ffg.u
© | saturday SR hel o kb o b6
‘b7' E o ' | fTotal‘Average ‘;\'3.8 - o *.3.6v c 3.7,"'
e i

e

When th1s s averaged per week, 1t amounts to 25 9 hours,

as 1is noted 1n Table 3 However, the detalled dally number

SR . oo AP

of hours 1n Table 4/;11ustrated that\¢here was cons1derable

. dlfference between grade 1eve1s and some dlfference between

“{

- boys and. glrls in the same’ ‘grade level. |
r . ’ M
| 20 -
. AN
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TABLE 3. AVERAGE HOURS OF TELEVIEWING PER WEEK BY GRADE
LEVEL AND SEX :

Y
p ) :

n -

~1Grade‘Leve1 B “VBoys S _Girls - Total
1 © 25.3 a2 . 23.9

,vzv 28;1 . . J/24.9' ‘ : 27.0

3 2h3 by T 2b.k

L : 27.5 - - 27.2. L 27.4

5 . T 29.7 26,3 - - 28.0
6 T 22 25,9 ¢/ 25.6
. ‘Total Average 26,7 r 25;21 'fi . 25.9

LY
3

- On the average, bOyS tended to v1ew sllghtly more

<

than glrls, but the dlfference was not §1gn1flcant. ‘It 1s_'

1mpertant 0 remember that averages in v1eW1ng tlme do

‘..not necessarlly mean that all chlldren are clustered closely

rquﬁ the. average, but +here may be’ large groups far under or far

-

-above the average.,, ) S a,”* o R

Saturday viewing averages from one—half to two

hours longer than the other days of the’ week. Sunday

'v1eW1ng averages from one—half to one and one-half hours

W

}1onger. It is 1nterest1ng to note that Wednesday v1ew1ng

~ seems to encompass the 1argest averages. This was peruaps

due tq the fact that Wednesday was the first day the chlldren

'_‘completed1the alded program recall llsts and perhaps over=- |

+

reacted. . .,

. As has been stated, Saturday and Sunday view1ng is .

usually longer than weekday v1eW1ng. Samurday V1ew1ng

-~ boom

/, A . . ‘ - ‘ v&, . . e




'AIDED RECALL ESTIMATES OF VIEWING TTIME BY GRADE AND SEX-

'TABLE &,

Estimate-in hours

.Sdtyrday;;Sunaay Weekly

Monday Tgesdéy‘ Wedngsday Thursday Frida

"N

Sex

0 i O
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e
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varies greatly with 1nd1v1dua1s, but as Tablel£ éhowg;
f

o younger chlldren V1ew more than the “older chlldren.

Fad

This: s a result of Saturday mornlng programmlng conslstlng
ma1n1v of cartoon.i S

‘ Qhe heavy v1ew1ng time for chlldren beglns about
.an~hour after school and lasts unt11 their respective
;tedtimes. As the chlldren grow older, their bedtlmes

:moye to_later hours. So, also, do the1r telev151on times
lengthen‘out.‘ There 1s‘a close correlatlon between _h
telev1slon tlme and’ bedtlme. Younger chlldren usuallv
repogted ear11er bedtlmes. Flrst grades were retlred .

by 8: OO P. m._ By . thlrd grade the bedtlme had moved to
9 00 and the slxth grade chlldren had bedtimes of 9:30
“or 10:00. ‘(Table C) . . | -

Sunday v1eW1ng is scattered throughout the day,

o 2

tut the heaviest v1eW1ng for all levels and sex grouns

’

occurs between the hours of 6: :30 and 7 30 1n the evenlng.. o
"Saturday v1eW1ng is 11keW1se scattered throughout the. .

'day. However, for the yOunger,chlldren, sspeclally

ugrades one through three, the heaviest vlew1ng time. of‘the

day is the forenoon hours, due to their preference for

vcartoon programs. Slxth graders viewed the heav1est |
_:during'the'early evenlng hours, with the_heav1est v1ewing<'
--around 8 00. - l | e

.

- Weekday v1eW1ng was d1v1ded@1nto two -parts for analyzatlon.

. . : . . .
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The area'in;which the school is located'changed from
"‘EDST (Eastern Daylight SaVings Time) to CST (Central

- Standard Time) during the week cf research Wednesday

through Fridav V1eW1ng patterns were grouped W1th

the children on EDST. Monday and Tuesday v1ew1ng

: patterns were grouped w1th the children on CST. View1ng

"~ for younger children was heav1est during the hours

1mmed1ately after school and the hours immediately

7 follow1ng the dinner hour, Most of the younger children

"had ceased.viewing by 8130. ‘The older children viewed

- -

also after school, although not‘in as heavy amounts. -

~ Their heavicst viewing time was after thefdinner'hour.

'(Figures 1 through 24 in the Appendix give detailed :

information on typical VieWing patterns of the children)

VieWing is very much a- family affair.. As shown

"1n Table & younger children‘glmost 1nvar1ably watch

telev1S1on W1th either parents or s1blings. As a child

gets older he begins to view telev1S1on with hlS friends,

;although not to -a great extent.. Children also watch

less television alone when they are younger, Among the

first graders, 27% reported‘never watching television

alone;,,Among sixth graders, only 5%‘never watched |

[4

television alone, Viewing with friends had even greater

margins of difference. Of the first graders 42% said.

-they never Viewed w1th friends, while only 13% of the

sixth graders.reported,never v1eW1ng With-friends,

[4

P <

@ . 13
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: Table 5 Persons with Whom Chlldren View TeleV1s1on -

D1str1butlon by GradeALevel

- _ ~ Grade ﬁevel .
“fv .v»', 1 2 3 o L 5
Brothers and ‘sisters e o
® Most a 58 50, 51 42 53-
Sometimes . 38 L3 M 53 36
Never % . 4 7 8 5 i1
' LR I o R |
Parents S : B
- CMost . 51 61 51 k2 Wl
- Sometimes . k7 . 32 . L 56 56
Never - 2 6 5 2 b
Friénds . - L
o Most .16 16 10 10 T
- Sometimes 42 55 - 66 76 68
7 Never k2 29 24 14 28.
Alone . B '
: Most. - =~ 31 32 15 29 12
- Sometimes 42 - 59. 62 56 78
"Never . . 27 .9 23 15 10

29

69

86
13

32
o 4

-

//J Other factors may 1nfluence the amount of V1ew1ng and

the program selectlons a child is able to make. When asked 1f

5

they were allowed to v1ew any program they choose, the
maaorlty 1n every grade level reported yes, ‘most of the i
time. An average of 59% reported this cholce. An . average

of ohly L% reported they were never allowed to choose

o

‘_ the1r own programs. (See Table D) . .’

Other members of the famlly and the number of sets

'also Lnfluence the cholces a Chlld is able to make in

program selection., When different people 1n the famzl§ wish

v

to watch different programs, younger chlldren reported that .

335




the father usually made the declslon.- Chlldren in flfth

;and s1xth¥grades reported ch01ces made 1n a more. democratlo

fashlon. They mentloned such ways as plcklng straws,

~ voting, taklng turns and drawing namés. |

| Besults shoW'chlldren can exhibit selectivity of !

_their'own if they dislikeva-programf First graders

reported that Lo% of them leave the roam and do not.

vwatch the program.v Second through fourth graders

usually watched the program anyway. Fifth graders

| stated thls was not a problem because there were enough .

v;teleV1s10ns to satlsfy everyone s needs.’ Slxth gradersvj'

,‘were also more selectlve in the1r v1ew1ng ‘and left the

room though not in as. great a maJority as\yhe flrst

'~gradbrs. (See Table E) . .

“When - d1scuss1ng the number of telev1s1ons in the

fihomes of the chldren, it is interesting to note that

there is an average of 1 76 telev1slons per home.,

The ma jority of the homes reported one or two sets in the

home. An average of 16% of the chlldren had" three sets

in the1r homes whlle only 6% repOrted four or more. |

(See Table F) : : | o l .
Most of these sets were found in the 1iV1ng room or |

family gather;ng room. ThlS is slmllar to 1nformatlon,'f'

found.in other studies. As the child grows older there.

is more chance that there would:be:a'television in his

‘bedroom.” Only 7% of the first graders‘had,televisionsh

I'4




S fohe e ‘ . - D ot ' .
in their bedrooms, while 16% of the sixth graders had televisions
k,' : . . s
'»located in the1r rooms.

”

Almost all of the chlldren said they had partloular
'programs they watched every day. In grades one and four
Vall chlldren responded affirmatlvely. The smallest
'number reportlng no: partlcular program they v1ewed every
day was 6% of the. flfth graders. ‘ '

In order to obtaln a gener pattern of preferences;f
the chlldren were asked to llst the1r favorlte prog;am.

The- d1str1butlon of ch01pes for the most popular programs ;?"
is. shown’ in Table 5 ThlS tahle shows a number of 1nterestingi
) flndlngs. oontrary to flndlngs by Himmelweit et al (1958),
jthese chlldren dld not choose. the magor;ty of thelr S f. - P
favoriﬁe programs fron evenlng telev1s1on. Many of the : | |
‘program selectlons were cartoon shows or s1tuatlon comedles."
.In generallzlng; the younger children showed more . s1m11ar1ty

in their selectlons. ‘As the chlldren grew older the1r o
'program preferences grew more dlver81f1ed

| The favorlte program among both first and second .
gradersxregardless of sex was Bugs Bunny. Tﬁe percentage
_ deollned from first to second grade but the favorlte
zremalned the same, Batman was an equal flrst cholce for '

:boys in -the second grade. Thlrd grade boys favored Batman

while the g1rls turned to a varlety show, The Mlckey Mouse'

. Glub, 'Fourth grade boys‘remalned with Batman while 32% ,;.

N
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TABLE ‘6. FAVORITE PROGRAMS BY GRADE AND SEX

r
T
o _
—

oo

,,,"\ -

C e \“‘ "";
o R *%hy':

(CONTINUED) |,

7

. F .

| "'{Gradéti" ‘ |
. Boys - Girls )
: il x LS .
" Bugs Bunny ‘“42%:5;ff'7Bugs Bunny> | 52%

T
Batman

' "Gilligan'q'léland

t

-_'".b;///MiCkéj_Mbuse'CIub'

- Wild Kingdon
Night Stalker

. Little House-on-
+ the Prairie

. Six Million
" Dollar Man -
R . AN

" - laurel and Hardy

.

11

13

"‘ ‘. -',‘
Poljce Woman ™ ~

" Villa Allegre :9.

Gilligan's Island

' Walt Disney ST

' Miékey Mduse‘pluﬁi -

_ Little House on;:;i - 5
'~ the' Prairie (35*\/f71

10

.38
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TABLE 6, FAVORITE PROGRAMS BY GRADE AND SEX :(CONT

4

INUED)

S
[ g

-

Boys

};Avdfédej2

Girls

.. Batman =

6.

© Bugs Bumy |, 1777

. Spiderman "”'f A13w"

v

'f Get Smart 13

. : R

‘Banana Splits 9 .

!

Gilligan's Islapd = . 9

C Little HouSé:on' . _AJ"

- the Prairie

3

,Familyfclassiés o has

-Emeréency T
Speed Racer "

The Virginian co ke

/ ) [N

_ Bugs-Sdnny v

,Gilligaﬁ'é

.

" Happy Days.
' Bewitdhe&

The Rifleman~

* !

‘Island

- Bahana-Splits;
’ . 4

Sesame S%réet

Little House on the

 Night Stalker

Spiderman

-~ Batman

Bozo-
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"TABLE 6. FAVORITE PROGRAMS BY GRADE-ANDvSEX '(CONTINUED)

Grade 3 C 'v R

MR

'r ‘Batman : . R6% Mickey Mouse Club »"gl%«

. - : ' x . . : . &
‘ - Mickey Mouse Club 11 " Little House on 12
' T '~ the Prairie N
Bugs - Bunny 9 - C e
R . Night Stalker ’6
Gilligan's Island - 9 E e C . :
| Nanny 6
Spiderman 6 T :
A . ) o - buey 6
Three Stooges 6 L e R i
- x o Bugs Bunny 6 E
Yogi Bear 3 : : :
o K RN Rifleman =~ ., 6" |
Creature Feature 3 o ‘ .
. ‘ S Tony Orlando and 6 .
Rifleman . 3 - ‘Dawn |
. Adam 12 - 3 : Get'Chri;%ie Love 3 .- ;
. . ~Zoom - . 3 Flintstones 3. !
‘ Speed Racer = 3 Gilligan's Island = - 3 y
» . . v |
- . Six Millicdn . 3 'Happy Days .. 3 .
o ! L Dollar Man . S S : “ -
IO V2 coo - ? That's My Mama 3 , |
¥ It Takes a Thief 3 T T |
- SR o  Truth or Consequences. 3. 2
- Gunsmoke . 3. ST S~ |
oo A S L ~Bonanza - Ly 3 |
Superman 3 B : . |
» , o 4 Run, Go Run 3. ] “
' Hogan's Heroes 3 . ! k
' ' . One Life to Live 3 |
. Mac Davis .y . 3 | | = | SRS
S R . Speed Racer - 3 |
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*jﬁABLE §. FAVORITE PROGRAMS. BY GRADE AND SEX (CONTINUED)
' A . , , o

‘. .

. Al

]

Abbott and Costello 94”

Lone Ranger

- Grade 4
';Ppys: Girls
Batman . T 20% Little Housé on 324
x ) ' ' the Pralrle - T
Bugs Bunny ' 13
- " L1'1 Rascals \X 10
Splderman : . 10t _ o
' ’ Bugs Bunny 10
. Get Chrlstle Love .7 _

o ' g Mlckey Mouse Club 10
. Night Stalker 7 o R :
L T . ~Rifleman - 6

- Six Million N7 . :
' Dollar Man R ' I:love Lucy 3
b Popeye .o _ S 3. “Lucas Tanner 3
thtigﬁﬂguﬂe'on _;«j 3% Match Game j'

the Prairie B & o :

‘ ot Bonanza 3
3
3

3
Adam 12 3 ‘ ' .
- Six Million '
Green Acres 3° Dollar Man
. ‘ |
Baseball 3 Emergency 3
Scooby Doo I 3 " 'Spiderman . ¥
Mickey Mouse Club "3 ’. NigHt Stalker. 3
Elvis Presley 3 ' |
' NFL'FOOtbai% "3 .z .
Rifleman 3
1 :
. ',’.
LT . "
\
« " ] . :
’ %‘ éjl Dq ° | | \
. ) - * ’ Y

38..!
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TABLE g, FAVORITE. PROGRAMS BY GRADE AND SEX (CONTINUED)

S B " v_, ' ., Grade 5
| Boys '_h - o ~ Girls .
.. Li'l Rascals. | 2% - Li'l Rascals 125
e Football q\, ' 7 .'¥ * Little House on 12
‘ Little House on g~ the Praire
~ the Prairie ; ‘Lucas_Tanner 67 .
Bugs’ Bunny 7 Bewitched 6
Basetball - | 5 ' Young and the Restless 6
. Cher . ] 5 .“'_1Abbott anq‘postello 6
.§ix.Millioh “ 5 Emergency ' . 6
- Dollar Man | Petticoat Junction 6
o Emergency - | 5 leleman . 3 '
Lk Night: Stalker. 5 Money Maze 3
Rifleman * -~ 4 Mickey Mouse Club - 3
\ Land of the Lost "2 ~  Rhoda ° : 3
vGet Christie Fové' f-Z e Night Gallery 3 .
Abpott‘and‘Cbste;lo . 2 _Police Woman 3
“Police Woman ' 2 six Million 3, !
_Ironside | 2 Dollar Man - ‘.

' " Jerry Kurdys Polka 2 Nanny ., - 35
Movin' On , 2 - . Marcus Welby,“M4D. -3
Mickey‘MousevCIub‘ 2 Tony Orlando and 3

" Speed Racer P 2 Dawn, |

SWAT e c 5 I Love Lucy- -f%

. - Sports Spectacular 2 Gilligan's Island 3

’ Gilligan's Island - 2 ‘The Ueffersons o 3
- IU Basketball 2 | ' L .

Bonanza L2
—
. i &5 / '
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~ FAVORITE PROG

;§Ms BY GRADE AND SEX (CONTINUED)

4%2

News

TABLE 6.
o Grade 6 |
Boys . 7. girls
"Football 18% = Bappy Days 18%
"Basketball 10 Little House on » 13
_ .Happy Days 10 . the Prairie | o
_Night Stalker 8 I Love Lucy I 11
Baseball 5 - Gilligan's island 8
Six Million Vs ,ucas Tanner - &
Dollar Man, , Bewitched — .5 .
Movin' On S5 Rhoda - 5
Night Gallery '“3 - Wide World of Sports 3
Hot L Baltimore 3 " The Rifleman B 3
.S,W.K.T.; ' “3‘ .Bonanga ‘ ' .‘o 3
L"Thafls My Mama 3 MASH | 3
. Rockford Files 3 ZOOM 3
Bewiteled ' 3. ‘Movin' On U3
Good Times 3 The Waltons' -3
The Rookies 3 Tony Orlando 3
Abbott and.Lgstellq - -3 . ‘and ?awn‘ .
- MASH ‘ 7 ? - jWalt D%sney’ 3
Hockey N : 3 | : Good Times ‘3
Little House on 3 Superstars 3
the Prairie - -“Medical Center 3
' Emergency 3 1 o .
Gllllgan s Island 3
3




C | A of the g1r1s selected L1tt1e House on the Pralrle. Both
s ' f1fth grade boys a&g glrls chose a s1tuat10n comedy, e

L1 ljj_ascals, as their favorlte program. Sltuatlon j

! comedy gave “the 31xth grade g1r1s their ch01ce, Happy Days.,‘

., Boys 'in the s1xth grade turned to Sports, W1th football

14

.

programs the1r favorite.
In general differences in taste between boys and
lerls became more marked as the ch11dren grew ‘older., The: B
- ch01ces of the younger ‘boys and girls were rather slmllar..
Ch01ces in types of programs also reflected dlfferences.,‘ t
As shown 1n Table 7, cartuons were the domlnant favorlte -
among both sexes of f1rst and second graders. Thelr other
‘main ch01ces 1ncluded s1tuat10n comedy shows and actlon- L
adv;}ture. Th1rd graders favored s1tuat10n comedy, as a
ma1n chQ%ce among both boys and g1r1s.- Boys also chose
actI’ﬁ-adventure and cartoons, while the g1r1s speclfled
var1tey and drama o | _ _ '
Of the fourth grade boys, 30% 11sted cartoon.programs
7 "as thelr favor1te type of program, 1though 20% gave Batman
- their favor1te program ch01ce., These boys also favored actlon-
adventure and pollce-mystery programs. -Fourth grade glrls‘ V
chose. drama. They also gave c¢hoices. to s1tuat10n comedy,. ;
. westerns, and cartoons though not in great maJorltles.
T »Fifth grade boys preferred drama, sports‘and'51tuation. °

comedy. The girls chose situation comedy, drama, and 0

Rl : varlety shows. . ... "~ . o S s
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S

Slxth grade boys llsted sports programs as thelr ch01ce.
Sltuatlon comedy was also a maaor preference with pollce-
mystery and drama also chosen. The g1rls selected
SLtuatlon comedy and drama. _

1t 1s 1nterest1ng that few chlldren chose eduatlonal
- programs, talk"shows,vnews programs, or game shows.
Even though teleV1s1on is a favorlte pasttlme of .

' chlldren 1t ‘was not always the rirst chorce glven when
~ -children were asked what three thlngs they llked 1o do

~best after school '0f the flrst graders, 49% would

'.rather play W1th thelr frlends as thelr flrst cholce.

'iTable 8 shoWs that the chlldren in the other flve grades

“listed telev1s1on as their favorlte act1v1ty. The only
- 'othér act1v1ty chosen wlth any 81gn1f1cant number was -
worklng on'a_hoboy. Few cholces were glven to taking
a walh, goingifo club meetlngs, or readlng a book,
| In the Appendlx is: found a number of tables (Tables H
;to M) on children's use. of other mass media , Here will
be recorded a few notes on chlldren s use of the other med1a.
_ The printed med1a are ga1n1ng steadlly as a chlld gErows
older. Almost no one read the newspaper W1th any regularlty‘

_j1n the earl\\grades, but 25% are read1ng it several days

. a week in the slxth grade. The amount of magazine read1ng

shows a steady rise. While 77% of the first graders read .

dno magazines, only 16% of the 51xth gradeKS;fead none.

t e

94




Thls may be compared to 42% of the s1xth graders read1ng7>
four or more maga21nes 1n the last month o -
- . . o The amount of - book ‘use r1ses between the second and,‘
| s1xth ‘grade. Homework ‘is not 1ntroduced untll the
thlrd grade and then remains qulte m1n1mal 1 .
L Comlc book read1ng is highest among the younger
ch11dren. The maJorlty of~the~f1rst graders reportlng
comlc book read1ng noted that they e1ther Just looked at
the plctures or had the comlcs read to them. Whlle only -
T‘l7% of the s1xth graders read four or more comlc books in
the last month, this. total 1ncluded 36% of “the flrst graders,
. The bulk of <the comic book read1ng seems to occur durlng
the second grade} with 50% of,the'childrenireading four

or more comlc books each month._ o -'\.A A

v
1

- Radio 11sten1ng and mov1e-golng are not extremely‘
popular medla. Most chlldren sard they llstened to the‘
”: radlo whlle dolng other th1ngs or r1d1ng in the car. |
Few of the chlldren attended movies at a theater very often.‘
Th1s may be. 1nfluenced by the fact that there is not a |
theater located within the clty. -
," It is qu1te ev1dent that teleV1s10n plays a maJor

part 1n the llves of these chlldren. As shown in Table 9

when - asked whlch med1a they would miss the most if all

. med;a.wereftaken away egcept for one, all grade levels

S
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.. -,foverwhelmingly chose teleVi&ion.
Na .

. TABIE §. MEDIA WHICH WOULD BE MISSED THE. MOST - ;
| DISTRIBUTION BY GRADE LEVEL | ] SRR

. Grade Level

Media ;-Vi' N P F. b 5 6

: _ . — B ' — :

‘Books R 2T ST T 2% 10% &k
'NeWSpapersL:" 0 , f; 2" -JO >)‘, 0 40

Radio 2 2z - 9 6 15 22
Television 82 .66 8 - 79 62 60
. .MagaZines o0 ‘.Qo\f.v : b o 0. 1
. Comic Books = - 11 1t 3 o 7 5
Movies =, 0 7 1 3 0 5

. A } :

The final p1cture of the 1nfluence of telev1s1on
111ustrates that effects occur in dlfferent aspects ,f
of a chlld's 11fe. At best, te1ev131on can 1mp1ant
.1nformzlon, stlmulate 1nterests, 1mprove tastes, and w1den
the ‘range of the chlld's experlence so that he’ galns some
understandlng>of people in other walks of llfe. This Wlll
make h1m less pre;udlced and more tolerant. At best, .
- telev1s1on can reduce the chlld's less wotth-whlle activ1t1es,
,vwhile 1eav1ng the‘more worth-whlle ones 1ntact.

At worst, on the other hand, v1ew1ng can lead to a

- . (W reduotion in knowledge,_keep children from- relatively

———y




orth-whlle\activltles, and 1mplant or accentuate one-
31ded, gkereotyped value Judgments. Whlle the maaorlty o
) of chlldren are not drastlcally affected. it must nevertheless
- be remembered that each mlnorlty group represents a
= . large sectlon of the Chlld populatlon, whose needs must

be considered,




‘telev1slon for an average of about 3 7 hours per day,'

" the week. Younger children reported heav1est v1eW1ng

'_'tlmes after school and in early,évenlngs due to earller

CHAPTER v - ,_
- SUMMARY CONCLUSIONS RECOMMENDATIONS}

N

- Summary andZConclusions -

Research 1nd1cated and was supported by data that

 the V1eW1ng habits of chlldren in grades one : rough s1x ‘

“is 1nfluenced by a number of factors. It is ev1dent

that children spend more time vieWing telev1s1on.than

‘any other leisure-actiuity. ‘Children in‘this study'viewed‘

s

7

or 25.9 hours per week. There appears to be less confllct

over control in multiset homes..'

Chlldren view m re telgV:s;o on ueek-ends'than'during

B T

'bedtlmes. Older chlldren repofted heav1est vieW1ng after

L 4

: the dlnner hour ‘'with later bedtlmes.

Vlewlng remalns to be a famlly act1v1ty, w1th few :

"chlldren viewing Wlth friends or alone. Chlldren are -

.able to exhlblt some selectLN1\§ if there is'a program

P
on television for Wthh they do not care.,
Many chlldren had dlstlnct program preferences and

these became more varled as the . Chlld ghew older. Types of

programs pre?erred were also dmverS1f1ed. v

Even though teleV1S1on is a favorlte pasttlme w1th

chlldren, it 1s not always thelr flrst ch01ce of act1v1t1es.

oo ;
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Chlldren are found to use other mass meﬂla, but not to

»

the extent to- whlch they make use of teleV151on.
k.‘Recommendations o IR R
. ' . It 1s recommended that some 1nten51ve long-term
}studles of teleV151on in the llVBS of chlldren be undertakene
by researchers. It would be of the utmost use to-*

broadcasters, parents, schools, and counselors, and

\ .
. wouid have extremely 1nformatlon on which to base a. i
W1se natlonal pollcy for broadcastlng in so far as that
»applles to c111dren's telev151on.‘ It would be good
.« orvprograms. It would be good for chlldren. -
. S ' a . I
’ J ‘. A l,\\ . B ~
s ~ l‘I
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i
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 DABLE C. BEDTIMES ACCORDING 70 SEX AND GRADE LEVEL

D |

Grade Level

M

L

23
| 11
31

- 1L

15

15

39

15

o

37
" 27

17 -

F

16

19
13

10

0

o
.0

6 -

12

27
2

15
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TABLE D. PERCENTAGES OF CHILDREN ALLOWED TO CHOOSE
TELEVISION PROGRANMS BY GRADE LEVEL E

‘Grade Level  §

12 3 k56

.

Chooses all the time, 20% ° 164 7% 6%  10% f-éio%n

\Chooses.sqmetime . 56 - 50 'féo | :58‘_ 60 66 -

e

-

Not ofjten chooses K\zo 23 29 _32,' 27f _;22

'Never chooses b 11 3 3'Q'~ 3. 1

. ’ R
. .
¢
!
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T
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-~ . ﬁk
f_, rlTABLE E. COURSE OF ACTION TAKEN IF CHILD DOES NOT CARE ..
: FOR THE PROGRAM ON TELEVISION
(Dlstributlon by grade) : ,,\\
’ | Grade Level |
R | 1 2z 3 b o5 6 \
- - —————
‘Watch anyway . U M w0 k2 29 29 ..
Legve‘thé'room"' b 39 31 26 32 39
. No problem because . 7 20 29 32 ' 39 32
of enough TVs. — - ) - :
" potals _' . 100 = 100 100> 100 100 100
- » 0‘ ; ~ h
-
£
- ,'- (>4
\
2 V
R s ‘{ uﬁ AN
| '; 62

6O-



. TABLE F, NDMBER OF TELEVISION SE S{}IN ‘I‘HE HOUSE -
DISTRIBUTION BY GRADE LEVEL ' .

¢

‘ \
PO A _
. o | | | Gride Level |
Number of TV‘S 1 | 2 : 3 \4 -5 6 )
1 69 57 38 27 31
? - . ,
.2 24 30 38 b 4O
| 3 7 15 16 18 18 18
b+ 0 0 '8 | 5 11 11

- motal 100 100 100 100 100 100




o

' TABLE §. LOCATION OF TELEVISIONS BY ROOMS OF THE HOUSE
‘ . o v : ) - 7 ' v r o .1.

(distribution in percentages by grade)

e ~ Grade Level . e

Rooms S | S E 3 h L 5 VRO

R »", ' Living room 53 50. 4O . V'Qi‘ 4o - . .36
Your Bedroom . 7 ‘10 10 1k 13>  ‘i6’f
 Kitchen ’"z*-f °o* 3 6 & 3

Basement Vo0 3.9

| 1Dining room 3 . 3 3 5 1 -:4;1

7 -,»Family'room 13 13 6 11 11 14 -
Other bedroom 23 . 22 17 11 19 © 17 .
Portable 2 .0 .13 7 8 s
Other 1oéation - o: o 0 .0 L1 aﬁff 3 .
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February 17, 1975 \

5 : , ,
Dear Parents;” G ' \ oy ®
Television is a large part -of" c!iitg.\/en?'s lives and consumes much of their
time. In a rezcarch project done on children and their viewing habits, it
was estimated that the average chilgd w shes about, ) hours of | television
'a year. This means that the avérage child spends ane &nd two-thirds monthe *
levision, a big sljce of their lives. | R

duate course I am taking at Indiana Unive xit'y.‘I- am required to
research a \subject. *I ﬂn;l\televiuiqn and the role it pleys in a child's
1ife|to be very intriguing and plan to use this as my topic.. :Mrs. Gamble
permission to work with-the studehts 1n%ra es one through six
hip W’o&r& Sehool. , - o

[ LA { R R ’ | Y . .
ieb 20th a questionnaire will be administerefl.'to the’children.
, ‘them |about their television hablts and their outeide interests. . .
that T\may -discover the types'of programs boys and girls like to’ wakeh it will’:
.be necéssary\for them to lisp the programs. ey watch for a period: of cne -

To accomplish this thé teacher will hend the child ‘s 1igt of, programs
~ which were onl televisicn the|preceding night. - Your child will merely 'check -
the ‘programs he watched. . re will be no names on the papers; so I would
_:1ike your child to continue watching the programs he usually watches. This
is most important. The classroom teacher will do this| for one week, 'through
Wednesday, February 26sh. The first 1ist.will be filled out on Thursday, :
February 20th. On Monday, February 24ih, it will be necessary for your c¢hild -
to check.programs he watched on Friday, Saturday, and day. It might be
helpful if he wrote the program titles to help him remember, although it
is not necessary. I T . :

, ) N L _ -
My stud y will not be completed until May, at which time I will share some
of my findings and results with you. F am sure we'll find the results to
be quite interesting. Thanks for your help and cooperation in this project.

=

Sincerely,
"I . g .
R U R, C}uz R
Catherine Jaropik
.g. N

v .
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1. What grade are'you in at school° Check one.
2nd Brd R Sth ‘
Jf Are you a boy or a girl? Cﬁeck one

l
i

I am & boy. . I am a girl.

&

3. What is your age in years? .Check .one.

5 yrs. .6 yrs. _7 yrs;' 8 yrs. __~9 yrs.

' ___10 yrs. 1 yrs."‘ ﬂlz yrs. 13 yrs. . ~§y.yrs,. »
"How many televis1on sets are therg in your house? Ch%;k'one¢
D ~ . .
0. 1. 2 . 43 RN or more .
'/ 5 Place a check in front of th rdbm(s) in your house -
where- there is a TV. . , - /= "
L l;v?ng room . ; : dlnlng T Oom | .
basement D playrodm or famlly reom - :
. __your bedroom " _* other derooms ‘
e kitchen \, oo ___we have é portable..
. — : / . N
,~6. Are &here any particular programs you wgtch almost every day°
"' S -_-yes . . T, 9 ;—no , : .,“. .‘ - L ) Lt
'7; .Whyfdo'you'watch‘tv? Check the best answer-er‘each Stafeme?ﬁ,7'
- S : e Most of| | Sometime Never ;
. ) - the tlme ‘ . ‘E;f '
| There is nothing else to do. . T
' I think 1 éan’iearn something. : éf
® Y4
There is a special program.
TV is already on,-
‘v | I watch to put off d01ng TRINgS. ,
TV relaxes me. -
"1 watch more than I intend to. .
L' . . Y ’ \
LxZ \ ] T - - - - — = T
‘ -
. : /
{ 142




;.gQ : what program, wouldayou most llke to se€’. Write your answer.,

o - . E . N 3 .
® s ' \ l ‘ﬁ“ o ) i \A “' f” R .
8., Are you allowed to- wateh, the TV pfogrdms you. choose to .
watch? Check oné. . i'v

1

_yes, all the tlme most .of the tlme
_xnot very often BT I never to get to.

x9.ﬁ'w1th whom do you watch TV? Check the best answer for each

. statement. ;o ':. Most of | Sometime|. Never
/"‘ T ‘the time :

(1Y

My brothers and ‘sisters

My friends. .

My parents o '

My whole family

.

By myself - - - ‘}, "

16.~ If ydu nad time to see just one telev181on program a week,

3]
]

v‘ by

¢ -

11...What¢three things do you llke "to ‘do best after school? .

Put a 1:in the_blank in fpomt of the thing you like to-
5 . dosbest; a 2 in, fxont of your next favorlte and a 3 in
front ef your third favorite.
read a bogk _ ’ - go to club meetings -
1lsten to" the radio go to the motes
. ___1listen t0 records ___take a walk
___watch teleV181on _cride your bicycle
—do house chores S play W1th friends

work on a hobby do homework

AL N
- &j?lz. If different people in your family want to watch TV
. ) _gets to choose what, Mlll be o6n, TV? Check the best -answer.

___ I get to watoh what 1 want most of the time.
Dad gets to choosel the channel most of “the time.
__.Mom gets to choose the channel most of the time.

My brothers. or 31sters ChOOSc tne channel most of the
time. 5

___We have other ways of decldlng. *

. ' {
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If someone else choosés the program on TV and. you don't care »

for the program what do you do? Check the best answer,
1 usually watqh the program anyway. ‘
I usually leave the room. and don't watch the program.
We don't have the problem because we have enough tvs.

Suppose you had to do W1thout all of the foliow1ng for a long
"time. Whloh one would you mlss “the most? Check ane.

books X magaZ1nes .
___ppwspapers' " ___comic books ’ - g
- __radio .. __.movies te
s ___television | P : fha )

ﬁow many books have you. read in the last month°

‘0, N 2 ' 3 I ot more

—— . . - _ . )
. . \

16~m§How often would you say, you read a newspaper°

17.

18.

- 19,
20,

21.

22.

every day __..one day a week several days
° : o RN a week
___not. very often ) never . b
How many maga21nes have you read something iﬁ, in’ the last
month? . ol oL ‘ |
0 1 2 3 _- I or more
o . ~ A ‘ '1\
How many hours a night do you spend on homework? - ,
0 . & 1 2 3 or more :
g
How many comlc books have you read in the last monxh°
0 . 1 2 : 3 ___ L or more
How many tlmés have you ggne, to the movies in the last month?
0 ‘ 1 . 2. «_ 3 L or more .
pr many hours a day do you llsten to the radio?
.0 I 2 3 L4 or moqe
. r. . . ’
What time do you usually go to- bed on schoolnights?
Write your answer. - - ' .
..
> ) -
.

U
b
e
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1,

I really appreciate your doing tkis for me

very much.

o

tomorrow.

L morning as I'11 be ‘picking them up- every morning.
send th

mnailbox.

Dear Faculty,

. This &8 tha list:of programs to be‘éﬂmiriatured to tre kids

Please try to administer tbdm firet thing in the

» You may

am to the offioe where there will be a box in whieh to
 deposit them.

The next day's 1ietinga will be placed in your

Please renind the kids of the following.
W
If they watchad no TV the preceding night, write

NO TV<in red lettors at tgi top. (Same if they have

no TV) < . " ’ !
- < . | . \
Grade and sex is nos*t important. ’

Circle allrmwpgrefis watched.

&

1f they wauohed a program 1 did not list (from chahnéie

11, 32, 15 or cable-vieion) they will need to write

these ot tbe bottcm. ‘it will also be nacess&ry for

them to write tbe 1ength of tbe nrogram..
7

Exampla Lassie =~ hour -

Thanks 80
4

¢

R oo
v N

" Sincerely, :

. %W

T
A Aey .,

A
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Wednésday, Februazy 19; 1975 *

4

Cintcle the programe you watched last night on televismn

Match Game
‘Lilias,.Yoga and You
Tat}letale,s ‘ L
Flintstones C,
Abbott and Costello
thtleRRascale

I\{ews

Hcgga.n's Heroes
Bewitched

Rifleman -

* New Price is Right

¢

LY

. One Life to Live
Banana Splits
Somerset ‘
Bugs Bunny
Hot .Dog |

‘ lilfis’terv Rogers

" Villa Alegre .

Electric’ Company

Truth or Consequences ’

.. Andy Griffith

Book Beat

Hoober—-Bloob nghway Dr. Seuss

Arabs lmd Isi‘aelis

\

Honeymooners

Real}y Rosie: Starring tre Nutsne_'t Kids

Night ‘Gallery

Grade o

‘ Nanny & the Professor

e -
Dealer's Cholce ’ |
yaurel 3 pardy . F
Money bz
Gi11igan's ToTand
Mickey ’Mmusé Club
3 I ove Lney
Batmsn

Zécq
Potbicoat Junction |
Green Mores

Tt s My Mama

Sesame Street

Iron'side
»

Little House on the Prairie

/
Santiago s Amerlca° Aftemoon Chlldr‘“n's Specml_

FBI

Je-rry‘vlf.urd.y.s Pc.>1k’a_‘"
Donig Déy Today

Manhunter . ‘ T

Lucas Tanner , ~ © Merv Grif_fin
Petrogelli _ agt Christie Love!

o A e | .
Dinah "~ Mike Douglas The Vigginian

Family Nobody Wanted (Movie)

Portrait of Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis

»

g'le’s

‘ Johnn; Carson 7
* NHL Hocksy .
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Thursday, February 29, 1975 | " Grade . Boy ___; Gir}
Clrcle the programs you watched 1dst nlght on television, .

Match Game One Life to Live Dealer S Choice~

_ Lilias, Yoga, and You Laurel and Hardy ‘Banana splits
Tattletaiesv .. . Somerset "Money Maze

Flintstones Bugs Bunny Abbett and Costello

Mickey Mouse Club * Li*l Rascals Gilligan's Island ’
OMister'Rogeré. ;J . villa Allegre ” I Love Lucy
News " Batman., - Hogan's Heroés

"Electric Company// Nanny & The Professor ‘Bewitched
Truth or Consequences > 200M leleman ‘

wAndy Griffith - Pettlcoat Junctlon Treasure Hnnt

; Dick Van Dyke _ Barney Miller Karen\ﬁ= -
Honeymdoners ) Night Gellery \ L_ b

- —-r-----‘- --------------- Femmpieemmmm o T

Sesame Street , © « Ronanza ‘”ﬂ,;}ﬁﬁ§fonside X
FBI - q ~ The Waltons '+ Mac Davis, e
Hooks Hdos%er Spirit .. Tom Jones . ’ Archer )
Streets of San Francisgo Merv Griffith = - Mov1n On
Harry-0 . . : '
Dlnah e @’ Mike Douglas Pret‘by Poison (Movie)

" The Vlrglnlan , Johnny Carson The Bravados (Movie)

~ Attack onh Terror (MQV1e) ‘The Apartment (Movie

Bullet for Pretty Boy (MQV1e)
\
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r@ Fridavh_Fehruary 21, 197 Grade Boy . | Girl.
Circle the programs ‘you watched 1ast night on televisd)on.‘ o
] " Match Game One Life to Live . " Dealer's Choice
Lilias, Yoga' gnd You Banana Splits C Laurel & Hardy ¢ "/
Tattletales - ’S:pmer'set | Mone;r Maze ® |
' Flintstoné’s Bugs Bunny . Abbott &‘CGStello
“ : Mickey Mouse Club N RES1 _Ras'cseits Gilligan's Island,
I-‘flisyer Rogeré . -IJLove Tuey = , News
¢ Villa .Alegre ‘ “ : liatman - ‘.q,‘ ' - Hogaln's‘ Heroes
h Electric bomp\gr_ly Nanny & the Professor Bewitched | -
) Truth or Conseqxl:ences 4 Zoom u - Mﬁemm .
’ Andy Griffith ‘ ‘- Petilcoat, Juﬁctifon l Hollywood Sq_uares
‘Dick Van Dyke ' -‘Gi“eeh Acres - " * Sanford and Son
Chico and the Men " Hot L Baltimore v 0dd“Couple” = .
Night Gellery . ; >
R -/ JO i, B eewmmeiemammmmemamsssnsoseessseseonoores
Sesame Street " Bonanza N Ironside )
u FBI ) : ‘ _ Knan ° | Jacques Cousteau
Rockford Files .' Merv Griffin e Police Yoman "
Lily, Tomlin Special o ' | - T ’
/’ Dinah | Mike Douglas . - The Virginian
d How to vSucceed in Business Wit‘(_hout' Really Trying (Movie)
| Johnny Carson‘ 3 Midnight Special Rock Concert )
 Sumny Side of the Street - (Movie). Seminole (Movie)
. Attack on Terror (Movie) ' ) Ben (Movie)
_ Bullitt (Movie) B




-~

- Setuirday; Pebruary 22, 1975 .Gradé _. Boy . Girl
| Ctrcle the progrem only 1f you. watchedcthe Whole show. }

Blg Blme lfarble My Favorite Hartian-c _ Addems Fgmily-c

_Friends of len ~  Partridge Family 2200 A D. ~C Lost in- Space

"Bob Newhart Show Night Gallery’ . N

- Ironside Lavirence Welk Hee Haw Kung Fu  OCarol Burnett '

¥ yUp in Arms ‘(ilovie) - Entertainment Hall of Fame Awards ° |

;\Jw\"

c~- cartoon

. \ .
Yogi's Gang-c lFunny Men Speed Busgy-p Jheelie-c © Bugs Bunny-c

4

Jeagpie-c Mr. Rogers Emergency Plus fec Hong Kong Phooey -C
Kd%entures of Gilligan -c  Scooby-Doo-c: Devlin-c ’ .Shazan
Sigmund ) Lassie s Rescue Rangers-c 1 ,Alaskan Safari‘(Movie)
Vﬂllev of, the Dlnosaurs -c Pink Penther~c - Super Frieﬁdsfc
Iudson Brothers Razzle DazzlquEgy ‘St&r Trek-c Jetsons-c
met's the, Iiddle East All About?  These 'Are the Days—C .
Fat Algert—c Imperial Grand B;nd~c . ‘tanted Dead or. Alive
Charlsnde . Other People, Other. Places Treehouse Club
7zoom . BElectric qupany .Tilford's 46 Club Bill Dance'Outdoer
Sportsmen's Friend Outdoors with Julius Boros Jabberwocky

iy Friedd Flicka " Abbott & Costello Friends of Ilian News

Bowery Boys . Mr, Roy World of Survivel . . Filsherman

Pop Goes the’Country Celebrity Sweepstakes Dad's Army
Wilad 'ild orld of Animals Candid Camera ~ UFO‘ A1l in the

. .o : ' - Family
Jeffersons ‘Neme of the Game M,T. lMoore Dragnet

Soul Train Paganini Strikes Again (lovie) = Bonanza

ii0d SquadJi' iission Impossible ~ Gesame Street

Basketball Pro Bowlers ~ Vide World of Sports Golf,

The.Train,RobBers (1iovie)’ HustlinL (Lovie) Wwill Penny (Movie)

o

Curse of the Faceless (rlovie) Where Angels Go, Trouble Follows (Movie)

. ' ¢ .



Sunday, February 23, 1975 . &Grade _____‘»QBoy Girl ____

‘Circle the program only if you watched the whole program, ¢
If you watched any programs befor& 10¢ 00 glease wnite them at :if/\;
the bottom, . ) Dy - ‘
Gamut “‘Goober -cC . Sfar Trek Poée%e Abbott & Coste}lo r
Face the Natlon Meke A iish Laurei; & Hardy Gisco Kid
:Championship Fishing T Mr. Chips ; Wlestward Ho (Movie)
of Cabbages and Kings It's Adedemiq - Meenitne'Pfesé
‘Lone Ranger . Basketball ) \Cheriié Chaﬁ 3n ﬁgyptv(wbvie)i Wn 
viorld of Survaal f Stand Up and Cheer . (”ovie) - Tennis S
‘Superstars Northwest Passage (: ovie) Li'l Rascals -

' CBS Sports Spectacular = NHL Hqckey ""Iide World of sports
Aqlantis, the Lost COntinent'(Movie) , Monroes ~ golf
Death Valley Deys Rogues VGO:MInutes ’ News‘- |
Walt Till Your Father Gets Home - wila Kin_gdoxn  Let's Make a Deal
Jim Thomas Outdoors Cher; ) yor;i'd.;o‘f Dishey _' ~ Kojalk { h
51x idllion Doller Han . World at War ¢ . HMcGloud  Mannlx -
Fistful of Dollars (Movie) 1975'Au£omobile Show LawrenceFWelk

,Liie Around Us @ wild ¢ 11d World of Animals "Audubon Theatre
N.Y.P.D, ,Mlssioné Impossible ~ The Sand Pebbles (Novie)

Bubt Bacharach - . Chato's Len% (Movie) A Ster 1s Born*(Movie)
Blg Valley nb- Johnny Carson Father Came TooQ iMovie)

Thot Good Ole Nesuville Iusic  World of Country  Neme Jf the
Born to Be Bad (tovie) ‘ | aene




Ca. o

honday, February 24, 1975 e Grade C Bdy

[

Oiréle the program only 2j you watched the whole ‘show.

-Matbh Game One Life to Live > Dealer 8 Choice rfﬂxg .

{

fLi;ias, Yoga and Xou ,"- , Banana Splits ) v alioping Gourmet

:Tattletalea | ; Somerset | Honey Uaze “,_ ' Flintstonés A
;'Bugs Bunny . Popeye : étlligan 's Island ‘b‘. Midday .
i . A 7 . Y
uMiékey Mouse Glub YL Truth or Consequenoes S Lyt 1 Rasoasls .

!

~‘Speed Raoer- Q%Q; 11ster Rogers I Love Lucy . Villa Alegre'

v-

‘ stman ~ News '7~ - Eogan 8 Heroes Call Tt Macaroni T

| , I -
'Vleotrio Company ’ Nanny & The Prwfessor - Bewitched

Zoom . . Riflemen  ~ / Andy Griffitn -fg . Petticoat Junction
Hellywood Squa?es""; Dick Van Dyke‘ | Green Acres = HMaude
Rhmda | Honeymooners _ Night Gallery - ' o
-Bonanzé_:yf Sesame Street 'Ironsidel .~ FBI
Gunsmokem - Smothers Brothers Comedy JQuP“j - The Rookies
ﬁCountryfﬁusic - B. w AT, S Medical Center e Csrihe
Dinéﬁ‘ - I,‘monster (lovie)"‘ ‘ e Dougles ! " The Vir@inian
.The Elevator (Lovie 'TA' ‘Johnny Cﬂrson w1de Worlo Vystery

The Father (Movie) ;‘,- o }" f .

‘ ?The Wheeler Dealérs (lovie) - lweeﬁher Kachiﬁe

';ﬂ‘Butterflies Aré Free (Movie)‘




. e \/\p . ja0
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_Tuesdaff, February 25, 1975\ * @rade : Boy © Girl

g

ma

Circle ahe program only if you yatehed the whole show.

Match Game One Life to Live .. Desler's Cholce " Tattletales
Lillas, -Yoga gnd You Benana 38plits Money .iaze Somerset
_Flintstones Bﬁgs Bunny | Yopeye Gilyigan's Island‘_ F
Midday ' Mickey lMouse Club Truth or Céﬁsequences o
Lil)Rascals Speed Raqi§-§%& Mister Rogers - I Love-Lucy
Villa Alegre Batmen & News Hogan's Heroes Bewltched
Electrlc Company Kenny and the Profegsbr - Zoom - Riflemen
sndy Griffith  Pettlcoat Junotion  Neme That, Tutie
Dick Van Dyke i,\ Green Acres Good Times "Happy Days
" Bobby doldsboro M#A#S®¥H - Bllko . Dragnet Honeymooners

Night Gallery

PR

‘Sesame Street = Bonanza | ' Ironside -+ FBI

Ha\- Flve-0 - Mérv Griffin Barnaby Jones

Polii?.story © Marcus Helby, ¥.D.

Dinaﬁ _ Mike Douglas Phantom of the db%ra (tiovie) S
You Lie fo‘Deep, My Love (iioyle) " The Virginian Johnny Carson 2
Hec Ramsey (Movie) n;bZ%d Prayer (Movie)

Journey From Darkn§§s<;g:;1e) "NHL Hockey - Our Fé% Flint

(Iovie)
‘Wide Vorld Mystery (Movie

Y




