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1, Introduction,,

’

*  One common surface phenomenon in ¥andarin Chinese is a se~

quence of two verbs with qne immediately following the other in

-

a sentence, For exaaple, ’

(1) a. he - zui 1 : . )
drink - drunk &=
< LI
\ b, ;'/I‘a. he - zui 1le, . ’
. ‘ he drink - drunk Asp =~ , :
- -'he has drunk to the extent. that he gets drunk*
. o
(2) a., pao - 1ai ‘ ~
M run - come . Lo 4

>
_ b, Ta "'pao - Jai 1le, ,
+ he run - come Asp
'he has run in the direction of the. speaker!

(3) a. zhao - dao 2 <
’ [ ' 1look for - argive

b, Tz ‘zhdo £ dao nei ben shu 14,
. he  look for' - arrive tigt Clas book Asp
- 'he has fo that book® -

A ]

This verb sequefice has been i the past often called ‘Hésultativd
. verbs' (See A, Fashimoto (1965), S. Thompson (1973)_J or 'causa-

%ive bagbs', of 'potential verbs', or 4'verb-complemen?kom;§ounds!

s ’

lSee Chao (1968)] . Each of these terms is adequate for a number of

such constructiond, yet none is general enough to covez"lall of then,

-
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‘So, we use the term verb-werb (hereafte; ¥-V) construction, .It

| is hoped that*the term, being neutral with :r.tega.rd to its seman- -
tic implica’_c.i..on, »#ill be gehe.ral enough to include all those
verb'al compounds, Almost all \;erbs can océtzr in the position‘of

the first Verb in the sequence, a rather limited nuaber caa odcur in

the position of the seconri. 3 In general, the first verb, often

. .
an action verb or a motion verb, plays the main role in the sentence ~

with the second indicating the result of the action, or the direction

of" the motion, or jthe aﬁilability of the thing affectdd b){ the first
verb, etc. With regard to its sources, the v-v construction, like
English nominal compounds, b is a‘.n extreme.ly complicated ma.tter,'

and the .scope of ’g_l;n.s ﬁa.per ;vill not allow us‘to' go into its details,

So we will touch upon only those poin’c:s which bear direct relevance

~

to the topic of this paper. R
The two Mandarin lexical items de and bu, when/?r:ser‘ted to -

. +

a V-V constructio;:t, indicate the ability or inability of the perédn
involved in doing or acconpﬁlis_hing somethipg. {Ihile de inrilica;ces

a},-p@sitive\cape.city, bu shows a negative potentiality. .‘Notiée that
they are only words of ‘estimate' in ;che speaker's opiniqn, not#of

* “
Afact, sp they are generally known as potential markers (hereafter .

PM), They can occur only irt the position:
(4) ! - "‘ ' ( . T

-

¥
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i ¥
Tnis, however, does not mean that'all. V-V co&structions can have’

. . r.- '
either de or bu, In fact, soxme, V-V copstructions simply do not

. ]
take them, while gsomeNothers require their presence, and still
. A ——

others Ean have an optiondl.de or bu, So the purpose of this :

D
\ i AR .
5
.

pat»z is, at least, twofold Firsﬁ to make a distributional
t

,study of the tyo PM's, and second, to see if there is anythipg
systematic, with regard to the semantic ptbnerty or properties
‘of tne V-V ‘constructicn involved, which correlates ﬁith their

.

rregular syntactic behavior.

1

- N )
2. The V-V Construction Which Reguires the Presence of[the PM

*, All the V-V constructions in this group must have pither qi |
0r Zuo as QD& second ;enber. The'verbs.which can occu? as the
. . - F e
first member with al in the construction'are exemglified by the
fo}lo}ing:
) ) \—-/ .
(5) <
~— chi - 'eat!
~/ " zhu *live' - Y ,
) A mai ouy?
¢ < kui 'suffér a loss'
kan 'see! 7‘
pei 'indénnify e Q
* Zuo ) sit in a ride\v( } qi v
yun use'’ \ bu .
i . nian 'study’ .
- _J he Ydrink' ,
du 'gamble’
hua 'spend’
- t 1y
- « ‘
A 4 g \>




' " o . o ¢
- . .
* ‘ 3 > R

Tmo‘ner words chi qi, zhu ai, =i zi,. etec, axe all unacceptable
/

. forms, Gi literally means 'rise!, but it apparently does not hatve

o . any connection with the 4i in the snecial V-V construction1in

\ . ] , question here, So we will have to treat the latter simply as

. ‘another lexical iten which happens to be ho;bpbdnous with the aqi
L

meaning rise' Checking through the data in (5),~we find that

N

cni de Q1 means 'can afford to eat’, chi bu gl means cannot afford

to eat'; zhu de qi means 'can afford to live (in a Certain place)'

zhu bu qi means cannot afford to live (in a dertdin’ place)’- etc, !

{ . . Tre gi as the second member in th? construction has a eonsistent
J\

; meaning 'afford', At first glance, the verbs listed in the left’

> coluan in (5) do not seem to have anything in common, but ‘now with

///* s ai meaning’ 'afford', Wwe can see that all of them involve the use

Hy

, 0 mone& Hhey differ from each other only in thé’specific way

o of using the money. Hence the first member in this partjoular
;o - , V=Y construction ‘can be reuresented bye
- . » ) /\
(6) . . L |
‘ .
. ) de !
~ . . Verb a. -’{bu} qi
. 2

¥ 2N The indeﬁ of thé verb indicates that .this is a set of verbs, aiI\
0 ‘ of which involve the use of money. The prodpct}vity of the

Sonstruction is“further confirmed by the following. examples

involving the use of some other verbs: -

. ‘ : L )
\ . ‘ . ’ :

L




zhao *manufacture’ N

”n

' kai - *open (a restaurant, ete. )"

’ Xue, *learn’ de} 3
qing ‘treat! ) { bu !
gu ‘hire’ . )
wan 'play’ .

-~
L[] L] L)

.

[ - : i
. Howevér, there are two exceptions which also involv_e elther de-
{ ¢ A} AY
or bu plus qi, and yet they have nothing to do with noney, They

e\given below: l e = R -7
® Tl y
kan de qi *look up to (soneone)' SR
kan bu qi 'look down upon (someone)' / -
. dui de qi 'do not feel sorry to (someone)* -
. dui bu qi : 'feel sorry to (someonre)' .
v .. . N N

Cases like those in l(8) are limited and by ng means “productive,

5
so they must be listed as indiv1dual items in the lexicon and ! -

[4

be trea.ted only as idioms, : - 3 . '
\ .
2.1, Possible Sourcés for the V-V Construction 1n Question

*

- Since fhe V-V construction with gi ag the second member is

-a very prociuc‘bive rqQcess, and since either de or bu hust appear -

with the co struction on the surfa,ce level, th question then

@rises: ATe they transformationally derived or do they exist i3

Ahe deep cture? 7 Take (9)* for instance:

4 ’ L4 ! ¢ N
v 2 (9) chi de/bu Qi  yua 7 -
hhe sat afford fish ' ¢ .
‘ can/w.nnot afford to eat fish' :

+ What is the underlying structure of (9}, and how is this sentence

. . .. _
* derived? , (k . L.




¢

Let us first assume trat the V-V constmction in) (9) is trans-

To*:ationa.lly derived and $mat the PH is later mserted into it
*

oy a rule ca.lled Potnntia.hzatﬂon. That is to say, (9) will ha.vé

an underlying structure like (10) in which the PH wil]\ not appear.

(10) ‘
\ ! S -"- ' .
fo Pred
' N |
' R ] qi .o
- /"’.\ . {
NP Pred - ‘i

.ta -V NP
i

chi : ya o, . o

y o .
It is obvious that.we need first' to lewer the higher v{:b/gl and
.adjoin it to th_e,l'ower verb chi, since’ Potentializatioi 111
. ‘-':\. Y
operate only wgen there is a V-V construction available.

-

We.might

posit’a Bedicate-Lovering rule to do thenjob. The problem is: .

Wnat kind of’ﬁonstraint cAn we impose ‘on the a.pplica.tion of a

‘rule like this? If we 1ist ai, a higher verb in the under]ying

.

structure, as the condftion, then the ouss_efulness of the rule is

very limited; it will be an '#d hoc rule At most. .

If we make it

applicable to all higher verbs, then the rule will become top

s

powerful, and will prodice -anomalous strings,

What is more &amaging

. oty Ansnrame
. .
t




) - . * . ) \J .
to this approach ¥s the fact that the predicate qi does not
. J -~ v .
tcarzy ahy acceptable-ssmantic interpretation when taking a,

sentential subject such as Allustrated ir (10), And furthermore,

L4

"~ Po een‘tialimtion must be ua.rked as an obligatory rule when the

second member of the Y-V construction involved is either ai or -

M

59__ Thus;, the hypothegis o, derive (9) from (10) seens to be

/

unfeasible, ! N

If we posit that the PM does exist in the underlying structure

" such as (ll) or (12), we siill face the sanme problen as we do when

\
we nave (10) as the unqerly,ing structure for (9) , plus something

.

else, such as: Sha.'ll we'posii the PM as the hiéheét predicgte in -
the underlying structure- (See (11)), or shall we put the P and
a! under the Same predicate (See (12))?

(1)

R"ed
i !

Potfntial‘

‘d,e /bu




\'d

Pred
AN
Poterijtial il

- de/bu

L 4

'\\\Either way we will have problenms, ~

S. Thompson (1973) claims that }:esultatiye verbs in Mandarin’
\ . ‘ ’ -

. 3 . .

CHinesé are morphologically. conplex verbs which are test accounted
d . N L]

fori.as being derived by a small set of lexical rules, rather than™

a

by syntactic transformations, Fer lexical Potentialization Rule
+ for RV's are given below: .
(13) ‘

’ \ i 2, Ev hd de - V] }
i [y “""‘{b. (v - bu'- Viny
(- bu- \

’ . \f/ t, . . ,
. (obligatory if -V is -qi, -guo) -

Though I do not quite agree with her céncerning the term *Re-

sultative verbs''to cover all the V-V constructions whicﬁ'can ,

‘appear in the, potential mode, her lexical rule seems to be able

.
A $
' .

. R . .

0

R .
. -
. . .




-

, like

‘ -
+6 tail us out in the derivat ion of a sentence 1ike (9) '

According to Thompson, (9) will haVe an underlying strnqture
'\)., , . . . . m. B

(14) ‘ . -
- . B Y / DY

in which the V-V(construction with the PM is derived by the
3 LY

zical rule (13), and thus it does not involve any syntactica'

transformation at all, As we are all well aware that a grammar

.is a %ighbtly organized systen, a modification of one pirt gen-

‘ . ; <
erally involves widespread modifications of other parts, Here

-

we see a case where Jthe enrichment of a 1exica1 rule pernits

sinplification of syntactic transformatiqn. The proper balance
: ' v
between various components of the grammar is basically an im=’

- »

pirical issue, hence her lexical rule seemsvto be justified in

hwlping greatly simplify the derivation of the V-V construction

in questign, <7:;= , ) - "
A

V=V Construction with Guo as the Second Member

<

Like gg_ in this position ca.rries a specific meaning

v

548
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- e ‘ LI ] .“. ) y ; :‘
'surpass', so it should not te confused with another homophonous

. Buo functioning as an aspect marker in the language. The first

¥ »

verb jin this particular V-V construction is usually an action

. , , ) ‘s
¥2rb, since oqu in an aqtiod can one compete with another, and

’

" since oﬁly by sompeting can one expect to find out whether or

, c
not he has the potentialiﬁy to surpass the other, Some of those

verbs are given below: '

-

(15) -
Xie ‘write! . -
: chang 'sing' *
shuo 'speak’
-~ ma.i ‘ V‘Euy' . v
' da- tfight!
ma 'scold’ . 7 de
. you . 'swinm! {1 } guo
. P20 ‘run’ bu .
zou -twalk’
. ’ tiao ' jump’ ’ '
du 'zanble'
Zuo 'do’

N

L]

Since all the verbs in the left column of (15) share the comhon
. >

semantic property | #ACTION 1, we can generalize that all action

) *serbs can occur in that position, and reformulate (15) as (15)A,

v

(15)A ' : '

{de
Verb  tion 7 (bus-guo

1

The %ndex of the verb indicates that this is é set of “verbs, all
of which involve a.certain type of action, Thompson'’s lexical

rule will also apply here,

™

H
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. 3.- The V—V Conétruction‘ Which 'I‘a.kes-an Optional PM .
o » Thé V=V construction into which the PM can be 0ptiona.lly
' dinserted, can bé f,‘;urtber classified .mto tho subgroups:'the . .

. productive group and- the 1mnroductivs group,
The productive group lncludes the following L . ,
J dh '~ “. N ) -

(16) With'a Di_rectional Cbnplenent .
. . A, The Dual—Direction Construction ' . oy "
" . \ o ., N L4 -
shang 'go ‘up’ A :
xia 'go down' - ‘ ,
‘\" ‘ o jin "go into' {de‘}' lai 'come'} .
chu 60 ‘out of bu qu ‘'go'
’ " . guo 'go across' { ‘ ’
Lo hui 'go back to' Et
. B. A Motion Verb £ a Dual-Directidn Construction
- zou ' ‘'walk’ shang
. \ . ©ot pao , ‘run’ : xia V.
R ) . b tizo ¥ ' jump' de } Jin - lai
you 'swin' bu. chu qu
kai ‘drive’ guo
N - guan ‘roll' hui
(/] ’ . P )
. . + (17). With an Achievement -Complenment - } i
N i 4
. kan 'see!
; zhao *look for' o
. ) mal 'buy’ . [ de } dao
chi ‘eat! bu {zhao}
he "drink" : @
, . zhu, ‘rent' -4
" % L . .
(18) With a Completing Complement (
' ‘ xie  'write’ ‘
da 'type'!
© chi ‘eat! - (de -
he 'drink’ {bu wan
R yun ‘use' R
) R kan 'read’ .~
L e @ : ‘
£
~

12

o




(19). ‘With a Contiration Complement
‘kan treag! ;
N xie . 'write!
T . Xue tlearn! de
. ' ehi Yeat! '{bu} xia qu
- o - . Cha-ng 'Si:ng' oL, \
shuo :fgﬁak' ’ TN
(20) Witb a Resultative Complement -
L ( ﬁ 6 N
v xi “twash' rganjin ‘clean?
xiu 're:a** hao good!
| da “4attack’ dao ‘down’
. yun ‘use' {de} huai 'bad’
: . la Coull! u kai ‘open'
- chui 'blow" da 'bigt
' he 'drink'} zui 'dﬁ%ik'
chi 'eat! ‘L bao *fullt

The list here is by no means exhaustive, omt these verbs repfesent
the' most coammon V-V constructions which o;tionally take an PN,

411 these constructions are very productime in the sense that
each:set of verbs in tfe respective éroups can be grouped

tozether under a common semsntic mroperty, For example, (16)A
involves two distinctive tyves of ‘direction verbs: the secondary
direction ve;L (SDV) and the primary direction verb- (PDV) he
PV consists of two lex{?e7 itens] lai 'move in a direction toward
the soeaker' and qu 'nove in a direction away from the speaker?,

while the SDV consists of six lexical items, with each specifylng >

L4

a certain direction, _Any member in the SDV group can be combined

.with either member of the UDV group. The verbs in each group

behave allke:

Hhere one can occur the others can occur, tooj!




'
where S barred, the others are also excluded, Thus,

’

(16)A can be reformulated as o

|
. ) . -' (21) . ' . ‘ Ay
. / -,
de :
. SDY - { - PV -
bu . 3
R} . s - N
and (16)B as ‘ ) ) '
(22) ‘ . °
de( » -
Verb - - the Qual-direction construction
. . motion bu} ) ! . -
~ » * . . .. \ 4

In (22), the dg?iudxrection construetion itgelf becomes a unit
serving as the seéona member of the V-¥ construction ;n éﬁestion.
As long as the first verb.is a motion verb, it should be able .
to ogcdr in tf?t posiéion. However, there are & few motion verbs

in'tée{}aﬁéuage, each of wnlch takes only a particular dual- -

direction construction, such as those“gisted below: .

’ €23) . & . B ;\~)

chen *sink? A xia. qu 'go down'
shen 'rise’ shang qu  'go up'
. jiang ’ 'parachute’ xia lai ‘come dovn'
T tu 'vomit' . chu lai 'come out of'
: chi ‘eat' ) xia qu 'go down™
he 'drink' xia qu 'go down' . &

The reason is simply because each of them has a built-iﬁ \
, \

direction to which thg direction indicated by the directional N L

complement in the construction must agree.‘}ln a similar manner, &\\‘_qf

¢

/(O

14 S
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’

f17) through (20) can be reformulated as (24) through'{(;e’/),

respectively. ; 4
(24) )
»
. _ ide\_ (dao}
. Ve"'ba.c't‘.ion Touy {zhao
‘ \
v
- (25) ) .
- g ' " (de ) - ' '
y . . VeTbotion - {bu}- an
[4 . E
f . . wley';
(26) : h L .
. 4 . / ";’
. . . ee - PR ] 3
K . . verbe.ction Tbu} xia q.‘f . . ()g
0 .' S \
R . ‘t * ', _.’ ‘“‘.5‘
s . (27) '. - . ; L%
/ Verb _‘ <de}_ an appropriate d'esc;iptive . '
‘ action ‘buf ver® or an intransitive
[ - - . vegb indicating a result
) of the actipn represented

» by the first verb
* [ 3

at
e

. ‘
Except for (27), the rest are rather straightformard., We might

T even try to coliapse (24)-(25) into one rule as (28):
9 ] - .
f (28) Wt P
- (de dao } ]
' - C Ve ction {bu} - zhao -
’ \ . \\ ' . - wan .
. , xia g SN .

J S
. » -

As for (27), there seems to a certain cooccurrence restriction -

-

-involved between fhe first verdb and the second in each of such ‘ % e
. o ';,._.‘../{
_ V-V constructions, and this is partly determined by .the environment.
. ' w" ’

- N 19
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.1, The Unproductivé Group

. . ¥
The V-V construct%gns in this group c&ﬁa.ke an optional
¥ just as those mentioned in Ahe previous section, but there
A * ‘\ - . ‘ 4,
is no common semantic propeﬁy we can dxaw either from the first

4
verd or from the second werb here, In other words, their dis-

[y

+r{bution is very linited, and each combination-is to be treated

on an individual basis, They are exeaplified by the following:
o (29) ' T

: A kao - 'shanz 3 %
! take the test - on ,.
A . 'mass the test' ’9

. kro - de - shang . .
'to be able to pass the test' / .o \

keo - bu - shang ~
'not to te able to pass the test' | . %

© B, tan - lung C -
- talk - close . "
W 'get close by talking' - . " i
tan - de -~ luhg ‘ -
"to be able to get close to each other by talking®
tan - - lung ;
"not to be able to get close to each other by ta.]kiﬁg
C. kan - jian ) .
see ~ neet
) Veaw! . -

. kan - de ~ jian .
'to be able to see . .

. kan - bu - jian |
b . 'not to be able' to see'




~

. . .
\ i 'S -

. : . ‘
L, The V-V Constructions w¥hich Do not Codeccur with the PM

[
-~

\;'the previous sections we have discussed two major types
c

of V-V constructions, aach of which either requires the presence

of a P or takes it optiorally, 1In this section we will deal

v

'witn only those V-V construciions which do not cooccur with any

PM,  They can, roughly, be divided into the following three sub~ *
r &

S
"ETOUDS: .

2

4,1, The V-V.Construetion with the Second Member Functioning a$
" the ¥ain Verb and ize First Member as a Modifier

~

In a sentence as given in (30), the rela.tion of the two verbs
in the construction is quize differenw, from‘thase of the other !
V-V constructions we have studied above,. . .

(30) ’ i e
Ta ton mi shu.

! he . steal 5u7y  book
'he bought tze book(s) in a 1tealthy manner® 4

. -

. Ig -
, Notice that there are two things worth paying attention to in® (30).

First, the secgnd ver’o mi nlajs the rolfe of the main verb here =--
a *otgenomenon not seen in otr\er V-‘I construct.ions. Second, the
first verb tou has 1o:.=¢ its original meaning 'stea:.l', and'is used
metaphoz:iczlly hereé modify the whole sentence, It would be
{reated as an idiom if this were the only_ case, The fact that
ciuitq a few other verbs can follow tou in a sinmilar manner mak'es : .
one' wender whether” they a.’rel no‘t ‘ransformationally derf'w;able.

o . : Ny N
All those given in (31) are gzood V-V constructions: ~ - . .
, / ‘

-t | & /



xi tfattack!
kan ‘read'
" mai " Ybuy'!
mai sell’
Jie “\'borrow’
yun. - ™Nse'! 'in a stealthy
chi . ‘eat®, manner’
he 'drink’
xie ‘write!
. Ghuan  ‘wear’

»
L ] L ] L] »

. ' ) :
The suspicion that they might be transformationally derived is
. , ( -

‘ . ¢
strengthened by the similar, cases involving some other verbs

\

such as those given in (32): RN

- (32) .
31 ‘menorize’
bian ‘debate’ :
jie \ “'borrow'  'in a forcible
a, qiang "mai *'sell’ manner’
zhu ,  ‘'rent'’ L

-

¥nemorize® 'in a persistent
‘study’ . = manner but with-
'get closey out reasoning'’
to! "

*hurt* 'in the dark’
'play trick on' ’

A1
'in a forcible
manner’
§ .




‘_.f_,.,...,.....,,. .
The fout first verbs in (324, meaning 'strong', ‘die’, 'dark’,

*hard', respectivelj,chave 21l lost their original meaning, and

[

, P
fgnction here as a modifipr in a way similar to those in (31).

’ B Lo g 1
&be original meanings of these words been %ept, none of the

construction would have been'aCCepta.bl{s.q.s a good V-V comstruction,
4.2, The v-v'Constructionixzrsh Refers to Only One Action

+

“"f*-t‘* Tee following construction, althoggh each consists of two

ver‘a‘s, refer to only one action, As é{.'rule, they cannot take
' ’ “’\/

any T,

'

(33)
you - wan

‘ .

. v play - play = -.0 5 , -y
'play’ , .

' “ tao - lung
beg - discuss — -
'discuss’ '

‘ chao - xie

! copy - write

R ]
] T
copy

- gao -~ su . . o
tell - coaplain s

'inform*® , . o

chi - jing ,

eat - surmrise -~

! 'be surprised’ ;

Ld . Ld . |

Thus, the sequences in (3%) are all unacceptable:
() ﬁ

¥you - de - wan . g
*you - bu - wan

-




. . ) . — ’
. ' 4,3, The V-V Constrjctions in Which Béth Members Play an Equally
. *Important Role - . -

Another type off V-V constructions whicﬂ,does not permit the’ .

——

Eid

’ ’ ' sing - dance . ,
2 'sing and dance’ i :

a

1 chang - you L. . ‘ ! :\l‘:
’ sing - play . '
_ 'sing and play' | L / .
v ~
S ting - xie- \
listen -~ write N
tlisten agd ?rrite' ' B )

I . da.-ma."“: -
beat - scold

'beat and seold’
i

o}

' —~1 o o o \
.

- i - - «
. -
Ny
.
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. Thege constructions gentrally refer to two independent actions,
" Thé two actions mizht take place simultaneously oz, in a close

" sequeﬁce,'and there/is really no way to tell which one is playing

the pain role in the examples given above, They. are équally ~
4 ' ) <
important in the sense that one is not modifying the other, Thus
no PM can be inserted. ' - d
\ . ' : .
(36) 4 - . a .
. v - . N »
. *chi - de - he
*chi « bu - ke
- ~‘J < . .
*ge, — de /= wu T s . b .

- *ge - bu - wu
- L4 ' ‘Y

*chahg ~ de - you ///<

*chanz - D1 -~ you ' ' .

. *ing ~ de"%- xie |
CE . *ting - bu - xie

*éa -de -2 . N
*da - bu - =

5. Conclusfion .
* This study reveals 2 mmber of important things with regard

;" to the distribution of the two PM's in Mandarin:

(37) - .,

A. The two PM's in the language, de and bu,
- can each occur only between the two verbs -
in the V-¥ construction in the jJanguage,

B, XNot all ihe V-V constructions in the language
can take the P¥, Seme Tequire tHfe presence
of the PM pn the surface level, while others
take it optionally, and still some others

* do noét tolerate the PM.

21 .




' C. The irregular distribution of the FM in
. the V-V construction can be best accounted
' > for in terms of the semantic role played
by the first member and the second meaber
in the construction, respectively., And '
_this can be summarized as in (38).

\ N -
’ -

A, Only those V-V constructions in which the
first verb, plays the main role in the
predicate phrase can take the PN, -

e

- . B, If the second member of the V-V construction
’ is ai or-zuo, neaning ‘afford® and 'surpass’,
' respectivnly, then the P¥ is required in the
surface{level, This seéms partly due to the
semamtic uroPerties of the two second nembets
involved, since it is ‘only natural to say
_'can afford® or '¢annot afford', and ‘can
surpass' or 'cannot surpass’,
‘ C, If the spcond member of the V-V construction’
-~ indicates & result, or a direction, or the
availability of the thing affected by the
first very, etc,, the PM can be optionally
inserted into the construction.
D,. If any of fHe situations listed pelow occurs
in the V-V construction, then no PM will be .
allowed to appear there,

1, The second nmember of the V-V construction.
pa— plays the main role, semantically, with
" the Tirst member functioning as a modifier
of the second,
2, The 7+4¥ construction indicates one action,
with no complement indicating any result,
7 or direction, or the availability of the
p) thing affected by the action,

*
3+ Each of the two verbs in the V=V construction
) refers to an independeniyaction, They might
occur simultaneously or in close sequence,
Neither the first nor the second is playing
the main role of ‘the predicate phrase,

>




: FOOTNOTE§

\ -

.1. The transcription system used here is Pin-Yin. The tone marks

are’ neglected here d.ue to irxﬂevance to the topic. L2

A

#2. Ieo ar:;ive ds the second Reaber of the V- construction here

’ v

/
serves as an acbievenent m.rxer, :Lndicating that the action repre-

"
« -

. sented by the first verb has ooen suceessful o
' A
3. To my knowledge, only stative verbs cannot occur as the first
s
nember of the V-V construction. For examrple,

(1) Ta mang - bing 1le,-
‘he  busy - sick ’ Asp
fhe became sick because of be;\_né’\busy

(2) Ta gao - bln.g le.
he tall sick Asp
'#ke became sick because of being tall'

L, See Robert Iees (1960) ‘ . )
5.’ A nu‘mber of 1:’Lngv.ists bave advocated the transformation hypo-
‘thesis in contrast with the pnrase-structure hypothesis to refer
to the derivation of nominal compounds, verbal compounds, or‘3 cone
joined si';ructures. They have regarded all those constructions as

AN * .
derived from an underlying coaplex structure by transformations,

-

while a.dvoca.tes of the la.tter mroothesis think that those con- -

- A

structions are not derived 't.ra.nscfor:na.tionally, but rather exist
L1

in the deep s’cruct}ge. There is, however, some difference between

the early transformation hypothesis and the recent ’c.ransfo:c"mation




.

Lo d » P

3 - - 4 \
. ) \
one, The difference lies in the fact that the early hypothesis

is too strong without any se:a;n'{;.ic constraint,-wizile the recent

. o0 ’
nypothesis advocates constiamjts. .

6., See Iu (1973b).
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