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7 This article, in the fbr- of an interview, deals uzth
the status and expected future of forelgn language programs in the .
nations schogls and colleges, and in particular, Virginia's. Despite
hearsay, enrollment in foreign language has remained- fairly constant .
. in Virginia high schools. Prench and Spanish have the highest
e#nrolleents, followed by Genna;, although PFrench has lost more than
© 20 percent of its enrollment. ian enrollmemnt has not obvious
pattern and Latin is declining. In colleges and universities,
enrollments were noticeably affected by relaxation of landuage
requirements, although many schools still maintain a language
requirement for entrance. Negative reports about declining forelgn :
language programs are overstated, mostly because of the decline in T,
Prench in grban language programs, which are losing academically
*. oriented_students to the suburbs, and because of the priority on
* 'basic s ts. Changing trends in publlc attitudes and in business
" ‘should. a t foreign language study in a positive way, however. A
.growing spirit of natidnalism in other coyntries is leading to
~ increased use of language other than English for international
business hegotiations. Ac¢ceptance of languages other than English in
the United States and improvement in the quality of instruction are
also sources of encouragesent. The article concludes with sone advice
to students and a brief discussion of the changes in recent years in-—
PL teaching nethodology and the challenges facing PL teachers today.
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onUR1T ARLTIVLES

" TForeign Languages: Don't Sell Them Short

(Reprint of an article in Public Education in Virginia (Richmond: ‘State

7 i

Department of Educatiom, vol. 10, no. 4,.winter 1973, pp. 10-13).

: In recent months many quegtions have arisen con-

cermny the status of fureigy languazes in the schools
O ;i colieves. In this artighé, Dr. Helen P. Warriner.
O\ superwisor of foreign Jaficuages for tie Stute Depart-
v et of Educatfon. responds to some of the more
i promeieni ot titese questions to inform teachers. guid-.
{ ance counselors, administrators, and other interested

individ.wls on this aspect of the curriculum.

. :

Q. Are enrollments in foreign languages really down
in the high schools? -

A. Cuntrary to stories which have appeared in res
cent menths in newspapers and to much heasay, the
percentage of students earolled in foreign language
*classes in Virginia high schools has remained reason-

- ably constant during the last 11 years. The following'

statistics for grades 8-12 indicate this fact.

NUMBER, PERCENTAGE OF PUBLIC
SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS ENROLLED
IN FOREIGN LANGUAGE CLASSES

[ 4

Number

Percentage *
Year N Of Students [0]4 Slude_ngti‘_
1963-64 92,456 29’
1964-65 92,723 /.27
1065-66 97,664 28
1966-67 104.333 29
1967-68 111.039 30
: 194%8-69 119,226 3L
‘ 1969-70 " 118.525 30
1970-71 116.123 28
1971-72 117896 30
147273 113,731 23
1973-74 112,159 28

The percentage of students ramees from 27 to 31
«with the high in 1968-69. Since that time it has fluc-
yped hot has never dropped more than three per-
centagoo peeats. T do not consider 1#is loss a significant

Cene or g watter of major concern.
[}

Q. Do ull languages follow the sifne enrollment
trends! . )

W Mo definitels not The folic ving table reveals
srvLo L rent pattonin ' /
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NU!\*R OF PUBLIC SECONDARY SCHOOL
STUDENTS ENROLLED IN CERTAIN
FOREIGN LANGUAGES

Year French Spapish  Latin__ German Russian
1963-64  38.839 29,619 20,994 2499 505
1964-65  39.33y 30,333 18,832 3724 495
1965-66  43.817 32,103 17,658 3,748 338
1966-67 45,691 36,029 17,061 5213 3
1967-68  47.954 39,802 16,429 6,296 55
1968-69 49.611 46,761 14,893 7,179 78
1969-70  47.445° 50,064 12,867 7.575° 574
1970-71 44,411 S1,481 11,737 R012 482“\
1971-72 43911 S$4.132 10,831 8.496° 526} |
1972-73 - 40,130 S$3.846 10,184 8383 644}
1973-74 38261 53495 9,902 9264 599

French enrolled the largest number of students in‘i«;\'
1968-69, but since that time has lost rmore than 20}

percent of that total. In 1973-74 enrollment totaled

hand, Spanish grew constantly during the {1-year pe-
riod until it tapered off in 1973-74. The 16ss of a few !
hundred students from the previous year does not indi-
cate a percentage loss in Spanish, for the totat high
school population also dechined slightly. German has
grown rapidly. gaining at least 300 students almost
every year.

Latin has been a matter of great concern in that it
Bas lost ground steadily during this period. to the ex- l
tent that enroliment has been cut by more than half.
It js encouraging to note, however, that this decline
ceased from 1972-73 to 1973-74. The loss of almost
300 students between those years must be viewed
against a Jecliming total school popul{tion, Moreover
the table does fiot show that Latin i¥ increasing sig-
nificantly in some schools. There are instances of
growth in this language, but the good news is negated
by the loss of programs in some schools whose teachers -
retire or resign und the course s terminatad. usually
because it is ditticult to find replacements. As for Rus-
Jan, there ate no abvious patterns 43 th: enroliment
figures. They ure semewhat erratic. and have never
exceeded =0 -tudent-. .
Q. What's going on in the colleges?
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underwent a2 major curniculum reform which led to the
onssion or relaxation of requirements wathin degree
preyraims. Subsequently the study of a foreign Ipn-
gL et Was no lonver mandatory for students in certain
proreams The imeediate result was a loss of students.
In ~ome anstances the 10ss was us much as 50 percent
of ¢ caroliment. Eventmalls, however, students began
to refurn to forcien languag: clusses of their own ac-
cord. Some depariments have recovered a large num-
ber of the lost students, although most are not back
to the level where they were before the degree require-
ment changes took place. Current information for
Virginia colleges and universities. including community
eolleges. indicates that enrollments are increasing in
approximately one third of the institutions und are
stable in another third.™

While on the subject-of requirements, a word should
be said about the college foreign language entrance
requirements because there is much confusion between
these and the degree language réyuirements  Many
prople are of the opiniun that the colleges do not value
languages because they no longer require freshmen to

have a high school foreign language background. Cur- |

rent information revcals that approximately half of the |

four-vear schools do have a requirement. Many of
those which do not, advise previous study in this arca.
It should also be noted that many colleges which do
not now require forcign language stady never did.

Another factor related to this point is that many col-
leges are scrambling to enroll students to fill dormi-
tories and classrooms. When this happens many re-
quirements tend to be relaxed and sometimes cven
ignored. They are moving in this direction and there
probably will be continued relaxation of both degree
and entrance requirements, but this does not mean that
the colleges do not value foreign language study.

The requirement changes resulted in needed cur-
riculum and methods reform at the college level More
emphasis js-being placed on conversation, and the con-
+dasses:is more diverse than previously. These
lus ithe removed psychological barrier that
ements impose. have led to better motivated
Students, accarding to many college foreign language
instructors.

.

Q. Then why is there s0 much bad news concerning
foreign language programs?

A. Tt seems that “bad news" is always more sensa-
tionul than good news A recent article in a Virginia

“neaspaperdevoted the first two columns to the negative

side of a recent foreign language statistical report. Only
several paragraphs of the last two columns analyzed
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some uf the positive conclusions. o
Also, in some of our larger school systems which
once had respected foreign language programs there
has been a sharp decrease in the number of students
taking lunguages. This is due to the movement of many
of the academically motivated students to the suburby
and to the priontics for basic programs such as reading
and vocational subjects. Both of these developments
tend to be detrimental to electives, including lan-
guages.. When this happens in a major city which onee
had an extensive foreign language program: many per-
sons unknowingly think that the development is repre-
sentative of all schoul divisions. The language program
might be stable or growing in adjavent tocalities.

A third factor which has attracted much attention is
the rupid loss of stadents in French. A recently as
1968-69. French was our most popular foreign lan-
guage. T am convinced that many people believe that
all forergn languages are going the way of French or,
indeed. of Latin. I reterate emphatically, in the high
schools we have lost only three percent of our students.
The essential’ changes have taken place in the shift of
potential French and Latin stugdents to Spanish and
German. . .

Even many foreign lunguage teachers are not fully
informed concerning enroliment trends and requirement
changes. My office has spent much eneryy during the
last year or so trying to clear up the cunfusion among
our own teachers so that they can assist counselgrs in
advising students hnowledgeably and in helping to keep
gwidance counselurs and administrators better informed.

Q. What do you think is the outlook for the role of
foreign languuges in the curriculum a few years from
now? ”

A. 1 feel fairly confident that languages will receive
greater support from the public, particularly from the
business sector. Last full I heard two speeches by
leaders from outside of our own ficld who curraborated
this projection. The lieutenant govérnor of Indiana
predicted that withrn 10 years it would be difficult to
secure many jubs in industries :doing; business abroad
without the hnowledge of another lagguage. The vice
president of gane of the nation’s largest pharmaceutical
firms approfithed the matter from a ditferent point of
view  He indicated that the growing spint of ma-
tionalism in many countries has caused the business
interests in some of them to negotiate in their own
lantuage. | .

In other Nords, now that the dollar Lues not speak
quite as laadly as it used to, nesther x$ our lunguage
as universally accepted. This gentleman| indicated that

I
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amony the top executives of his company, 20 languages
are spuken, and he felt that this competency had as-
sisted them in rising to the top. He.also sdid that his
company conducted business in 13§ countries in which
&0 different languages are spoken. + information
provided by these tao leaders is related to many similar
developments that [ sce here in Virgimia that give me
confidenze in our-future.

The business scctor is not the only cncouraging -

source. ~More Americans are traveling abroad each
vear, and thete is yrowing interest among them to be
able to communicate in other languages. This accounts
to a large degree for the rising popularity of - adult
education “conversation courses, in forcign languages
sponsored by colleges. public schools, and other insti-
tution~ and commercial establishments.

We have already made great strides doward greatc
“acceptance of languages other than, English in our
own countrv. Anyone who has traveled recently
knows of the pupularity of Spanish in’ various sections
of ‘this country. The Unitcd States has the fourth
-largest Spanish-speaking population in the world. Many
public establishments now provide designations and
services in Spanish as well as English. A U. S Su-
preme Court ruling of January 1974 requires’ special
instruction for students in our schools ‘who do nol

speak English. We have finally begun to recognize and

respect other ‘sultures and languages. In Virginia,
courses in English As a Second Language gre growing
in size and number. apd plans arc being made for the
first bilingual prograth in-Spanish and English to be
initiated next year in Arlington County.

Adfdther source of encouragement js improve-
ment in the quality of instruction in foreign| languages.
I think the teachers in our foreign language glassrooms
today are the best’ that educatior in the wlcd States
has cver been privileged to enjoy. Bette '
in the language and first-hand acquaing‘anc: with the
culturds represented contribute fo better instpuction. 1f
we can improve the methods of instruction to a degree
comparable to what has happened in these ather areas.
I feel that the quality of our programs will improve
immeasurably.  Attractive and effective 8instruction
draws students. .

Altheugh Latin is not a spoken language there scems
to be much cause fur encouragement in the growth of
many individual programs in both high “schools und
scolleges  If we can secure cnough-teathers to fhill the
vicancies. the downward trend in coroliment in this
funguage will probably be reversed. In spite of the
curient eyrricular focus on the basies and on veca-
tnal subjects. there does seent to be some cfforts to
retrn to the classies T

yroficiency
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Q). What advice should be given studen(s concern-

_ing enrolling in foreign language classes?

A. We believe ‘that teachers, guidance counselors,
and administrators should keep theinsclves well in-
formed cuncerning such dévclidncnls as those 1 have
described so that. they can advise students wisely. Un-
fortunately, many who have heard only the bad news
have sumetimes made statements ‘which perhaps do not
ledve the students ;\):ilh an objective attitude toward
enrolling because they give the impression that lan-
guagestare not important any morc. This is not trug.

There are many reasons for studying a language. It
is first and foremost a means of human communication.
To be able to communicate, if only with a few words,
opens up vpportunities und brings fulfillment that could
not otherwise be enjoyed. Greater insight into one’s
own language is gained, and a new nreans is provided
for the acceptange and apprecidtion of other cultures.

And It us ndt forget what the lieutenant governor
and the ph:!fmuccu;ical company vice president had to
say. There will vety probably be growing alliances be-
tween forcign languages and many careers. In the past
we have thought of them as leading primarily into
teaching, but this i$ changing. Communication is es-
sential to cvery profession. 1f professicnal pursuits.
whatever they are, cross a linguistic boundary, knowi-
cdge of the lunguages on cach side of that boundary’is
helpful or perhaps essential. There is an ald sayirtg
that if you want to buy a product you tan do it in your
own Janguage. but if yon want to sell sumething you
had better be able to speak the other fellow's lan-
guage. It geems to me thaf as we uarc now in a less

privileged ¢eonomic position in the world we are going.

to have to use any advantage we can in order to be
competitive.. Lunguage is one of those advantages.

{ would like to puint out that Virgima Polytechnic
Institute and State University has an cxcellent program
in Gierman for students studying architecture. It has
grown from a handful of students at the time of its
beginning about five years ago to a fuil-time professor’s
responsibility at the present ime and it is not required.
The objective is to give these students basic com-

munication <kills with special emphasis on architec-’

tural terminolugy. Most of the classroom topics and
projects are architecturally related. It 18 an exciting
program. We are fortunate that one of our Virginia
schools pioneered in this develupment Other schools
are ‘beginning to follow suit with aumilar interdiscipli-
nary endeavors. There is ao better language “relevance”
> program such as this ofters s

. Q. How should students decide which language to

tuke
. O cout e, there 1s always the questiont what
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,languag;e will an individual need? Most students of °

high school or college age do not know. [t does not
matter at all 'what they take, T think. ‘If they have a

~ basts in one lunguage it is much ¢asier to begin another
at a later time. :

A basic tenet in the philosophy of our foreigh lan-
puaze curriculum guide, Furetgn meuages ‘and For-
eien Lunguage Learning in Virgima, is that every high
school student should be allowed to take adforeign
langudge if he or she wishgs to and everyone should
be informed about the advantages of doing so. If
proficivncy in communicating is the student’s objective

it will take him a number of years to achieve it._ Others.

can profit from even a year's study. We believe that
this is especially important for the students not going
to college. They can get linguistic and humamsnc per-
spectives shrough this means that are not avallablc in
other classes. :

College students* should be mformcd about the
[Lrowing opportunities to use languages in other careers.

In theT: days of vigorous job competition, transfor-
mation| and obsolescence, it pays to have as muny.

options going for you as possible. The knowledge of a
language is an advantageous option. At the same time,
students should be advised- that the knowledge of lan-
gudge without a primary skill leads almost exclusively
to the teaching profession. That is fine if they have
fecided upon teaching as 4 career. Even then, how-
ver, they should pursue at least two teaching fields—
another language or another discipline—so as to have
greater employment oppuortunities. -
Q. Langlage programs used to be baséd on the
study of gramnrar and liternture without too much
emphasis on the practical, communication skills which
you have been describing. Are they still this way or
have they changed to prepare students to be able to
use the language to speak or even to read with ease?

-

ﬁlassrooms as counselors with the

&
.
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by the old system have actually done any Yeading of

the foreign language once they have lgft the classes.
The process is too tedious. In fact, i is not, even
reading. On the other hand, if the student is able to
speak well, he or she has to use grammar accurately,
but it has to be functional, not an imellectual exercise.
We. have made z lot of progress in méthodology. My
colleagues and I observe classes in. which studenfs are
speaking the language well for the experience they
have had and they are enjoving doing it.-n the other
hand, in some classes grammar analysis ghd laborious
translation still prevail. I will admit thay'we go out of
those classes very disheartened. We are fvorking in the
chers, we con-
uct or oryanize training ‘programs, and we work
closely with the coll®e people preparing new teachers
to try to overcome agd prevent these problems and to
accelerate the progress in the quality of teaching.

Q. What particular challenges face the foreiin lan-

guage teacher today?

A. T think one which is alwaws present is the need
to do the job better and more cffet.txvcl This is par-
ticularly true when we have .a greater diversity of
motivation and inteflectual backzrounds in our classes.
JAnother which 1 think is c;pc‘t?allv timely npw is that
of helping to set the record straight conccmuﬁz the-role
of foreign languages in our schools, our culture, and
in the world.

Spccnﬁgallv language teachers need to engage their
students in activities which are both cgastructive and
which let the rest of the student body, the faculty, and
even the locality know that things are happening in the
foreign language department. ; 7

Another- aspect of fareign language (tm which
bears reexamination is the role of the texMok. A text-
book is intended to be used as a guide. But too many
of us allow it to take over as teacher. We must cease

- A Individual teachers are found all along the con- conveying the notionethat a lanyuage exists only be-
tinuum, from those who stress oni§the mech%aﬂo.’\wcn the covers of a book. A language can be an
e stu-

if at the college level, literature, to those w
denty use the lanwuage extensively and can communi-
cate guite well. The mujotity of teachers have accepted
thc- philosophy of teaching the four skills—listening,
eaking. reading, and writing. When .they sometimes
du ant door do not doowell what they espouse, it is
usually bzeause iUy casier to teach as thc} were taught;
and that too often was the old grammar-literature sys-
tert. even for sume of the younger teachers. There

reiedls s ot a dchotamy between the old and the new

systoms I one v geng o be able toorewd literature
waih case and pleasire, the oradl Skl hove o be
procaf toprosvede the bases, otherwase readmy hecomes

Labssiy lU\“.ll’;lnSlunnnu That 15 why 5.'1‘&-{\ puu;}k‘ tratned
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exciting, dynamic,
vidual's life. .

Latin teachers are i the midst of a revolutibn of
styles. The change revalves around the use of more
oral Latin in the classroom, not to create speakers of
Latin becguse the kil ohjecrive of the language is
primanty the abflity v read 1 bt 1o Jevelop the
readiy skill more ganidls It ulse lends 3 measure of
excitement and n 130 o the classes
ers who have made thin Jhange uwsualis hate halted
the oas of ‘tudnnm aind mere oftea bave imcreased the
class siee Thy o act students

hooave Sehung to ai
would 3o owell oo ovonnne the noa ds i this
Reld B

rewardjng aspect of every indi-"

Thase teach-
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