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‘At the very outset,|the authors come to grips with somg of the ooncerns .
of faculty members whlchiare often not openly acknowledged in publlc discussions . . !

of term paqers.\ ) . - % 1
. - . . . . . .
More' and more, history t§achers have abandoned the bld . ' ’ |

standard "term paper" assignment in undergraduate courses. .

e 3

They suspect that stch papers are too often bought,
borrowezg\ggpled or, at best, assembled uncritically
*  from haphazard sources, with little effort .toward
. ﬂcritical analysis; .o
~ »
As I read this manuscript I reflected on my own experiences, Feelings, and
experiences with term papersﬁ—both '‘as a student and as a teacher: !

" As a student, how many of my own term papers were "bought, borrowed,
copied, or, at best, assembled uncritically from'haphazard sources"? -
Buying term papers seems to be a more recent phenomenon, and I can -
honestly say that this thought never really crossed my mind at the t1me,
perhaps it was+«a question of the lack .of affluence, or simply naivete--

I tend to thlnk it was the latter. : N
. %

Qr borrow1ngtterm papers, that at least was something I had heard
about, ‘thou I never .considered it for myself, thlnklng that it was simply.
wrong --or at least, "not right." After all, wasn't borrowing someone ‘
else's paper almost llke cheating? I gan even remember my strong negative .o ‘
feelings when, on occaslon, some of ‘my friends would ask to borrow one of ' '
my papers.a v :

-

P
.
. N - 7 .

Av¥ for copylng, I thlnk I ayed away from that too, although I do-
remember (not without embarasstﬁt) some rather extensive geetions derived
from sources which I falled tp glve the proper citations. ¢ - .,

My own area of expertlse was with term papers "assembled uncritically
from haphazard sources, with little effort toward critical analysis." Here
is where I excelled, and- 1nterest1ngly ‘did very well as.far as grades were
concerned‘ .

There were, however, several undergraduate term papers‘whioh were well
thought through, carefully researched, and which even reading them today ; »
are not sources of enbarrassment. Thinking about these potable exceptions,

I recall that in each case they reflected a professor who took the time and

effort to instruct us in the actual process of term paper writing in general,

and to guide us through the. partlcurar research tqchniques and sources needed

for the specific term paper. ' - : 5 ) - A ‘ \

The . authors of “this manuscript have prepared'what they hope will be a .
practical guide to preparing an undergraduate research paper in African history.
This gulde is currently being field-tested in an undergraduate African h1story
courses at the State University of Eg_w York at Stony Brook. The authors are® ’
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encouraging student evaltation of the guide and plan to revise thisg initial
version in light of feedback from students in the course and hopefully -

also from comments,.criticisms, and suggestions received from users of the
ERIC/ChESS network. Please addréss all correspondence to: ° Dr. John Williams,

11794. - & . .
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I. Introduction LY

L -
More and more, history teachers have ‘abandoned the old standard "term paper"
assignment in‘undergraduate_coursesi They suspect‘thatjgucn papers are too often

bought, borrowed, copied, or, at best,'assembled uncritically from hapnazard sources,ﬂ
" with little effort'toward critical analysis: o - R
Many of these suspicions may be jgstified. But the studgnt, too, has his
’, eomplaintsf Term paper assignments are added-oh with little relevance to the rest
,of a'course:"ProfessorS'often give no guidance to;the nriting of such a paper and
-do_not/:opsider the time reguired'to dohan adequate_jo%. A scissors and paste assem-

/

pling of information is often'all the student has time for. Furthermore, students .
today can take a number of soc1a1 science courses without ever writing a\paper. Or,

the student may be asked to write something from ready made materials, Without ever

0

having to use the library for any digging, inquirjng, or searching.

.y .

These are general problems but ~they apply With evern greater force ip African p;

o

history, for several~reasoni. Students ‘have less‘familiarity with African history,

in most cases, than with United States or modern European hi?tory. Furthermore,

as the pages of the Jourpal of African History guickly reveal, advance research in
African history is complex and technical, often very intimidating to the beginner.

. .

‘Also, the vast floed of .new and reprinte%)literature on Africa puts within the

a

~ -

student's reach a large amount of material which is very difficult to select from

and maybe even hazardous to us€ withbut some guidance,” in that many older books are

founded on racist assumptions, sometimes\ blatantly, sometimes subtly. N )
: f | .
In a small portion of a semester, you mudt choose ,a topic, compile a bibliography,

~
o [

5
‘read, criticize, take’notes, organize your material, write and revise your essay. ’
. . . ; . - \
In a too common pattern, problems in choosing a topic or in locating needed resources

will use up so much “time th8t little leisure is left for the job of criticism,

organization, and writing. '

ERICT -~ " e _
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. . s . . - ' * ﬁ
N ) \ Thls g&ief guide is de51gned to overcome some of these problems for
\' students d01ng their flrst 1nvestlgat10n 1nto Afrlcan history, by helplng

you move quickly and efficiently through,the first two'steps - chobsing

Q

a topic and locating resources®y, AR i
.In the next section we suggest several ways of arriving at a topi®,
P . .

which we deffine as a hypothesis to be tested rathér than simply the events -

dccurring in one territory through a given period of time.

°

- After choosing ; toﬁic, then, the next step will'ba to compile qibib—
liography. It is not od; pﬁipose in this pamphlet to give you your topic or
fo present an exhaustive bibliograéhyi We will rather try to guide you to
systematic bibliographical aids. l : ) ' P

Thus, we can neiﬁher survey the problems of research methods and his-
toriography’which pértaiﬁ to all historical WBrkq whatever the field bf‘in—

-

. ) Q
quiry, nor can we give a general guide to library resources, but only a

selection of such materials as E;e readily available®in many libraries and

L <

.

directly pertinent to African topics.’ - .

7
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4
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II, Choosing a Topig

P

.purposes. . , : »

. for research : ) : » ,

A. A.Guide-to‘Textbooks : ) .

Most of us have read textbooks all our lives. They are the source of’
 information’ on which we are tested, and we have been conditioned to treat
them as authorities to be read for mnformaticn Yet textbooks might be s
termed 'tertiary' rather than even secondary authorities, in. that they are
based on other books rather than ©n._direct research in original documents.
Textbooks would thus not ‘be a source of reliable 1nformation for research
Y
It is this very fact that the generalizations, Judgments, and opinions A

of textbooks may be open to ‘question that makes them useful to us here We

. may still often read stextbooks passively, to receive information and 'learn

the subgect " But here we want to read textbooks actively, der1v1ng from it
questions rather tharn. answers. ‘ -

To read actively is to. confront the book with what you know, believe,
expect. What do you expect to be told about, say, the slaye trade or
colonial rule. 1In reading, when’ you are taken aback surprised, or outraged,
you have found a topic for your 1nvest1gation of course, the reverse may
hold too: if <you find yourself: surpr1singly comfortable with the flow of
information, you should stop and ask what assumptions youvhnd.the author share
These, too, may need testing. : . ' . v

'

Diredét statements of opinion in' textbooks are often nuted ohscured, or

disguised. They occur rather in the emphasis, structure, selection, and

’ arrangement of material than in overt assertions. What questaons are not

gnswered because they are not even raased” A way to avoid being captured by

the author1tative tone of the book is, again, -ta ask in advande the questions

you would like to have answered. If this helps you to spot omissions, b1ases,
and distortions, you will find these likely areas for furthe§finvestigation
. What- follows 1s§3§§r1ef critical list of African history textbooks

) Sekeral of these dre, in fact very generous with clear opinions and contro-

-vgrsial generaliZations, and, thus very suitable for leading you to & topic

hY

‘-kRoland Oliyer & J. D. Fage, A Short Historx,of Africa , Baltimore,
Penguin Books, seeond edition, 1966

~This-is the pioneering work of sygthesis in African history.

It is brief and compressed but sparkles with provocative .
insights to open up worthwhile topies for investigation ) ‘.

.‘ LR _.‘ ‘ '.~ ﬂ &
00007 .




. . 2 i . . , ‘ ., .
s .. =-Basil Dgvidson, Africa in History: 'Themes and Outlines. New York: =«
+ Macmillan, 1969. - . \ S
- : DaV1dson has been another 1mag1native synthesizer of African

.t history His works are always stimulating and argumentative,
_ provoking disagreement and further investigatdon, as well as
‘having a valuable popularizing role .

<£_Robert I. Rotberg, A Political History of Tropical Africa._ New York:

Harcourt Brace & World, 1965 N

The first successful American textbook its main features are
a detailed bibliography, a rich use of quotations,’an emphasis
on the pre-European period, with detailed information about-

v African kingdoms but little about African peoples ard cultures.

-

e ——Robert W. July, A History of the African People New YOrk: Scribner,
: 1. . g V< . s
¢ 1970. . . » , ) - . - ) J
! ‘ . l' .. ) ’ ’ ( .
» "" « " 'Perhaps the standard American textbook,.a Jjudicdious survey of the :

- entire subject, with emphasis ‘on the colonial petriod and.the
, " . western 1mpact, yet with a focus on African getivities. in these
contexts. \ . - .

-

s [

—-Roland Oliver and Antony Atmore, Africa since 1800, Secondfeﬁition, ot

- t ‘ ) .
Qambridge UniverS1ty Press, 1972 . ; : [ , ) =

A Br1t1sh text, condensed and terse but with many interesting

Judgments, cutting more deeply into African realities than most ib
_ of the other books. o \ ~

--E. Jefferson Murphy, History gglAfrican Civilization. New York: browell,

1972. ‘
. - f~<7=_ .

~and full attention to tural history, thé book is neverthelgss
marred by errors ahd sif¥lifications: ° ° ' '

N 4-Robin Hallett Africa to 1875 A Modern History" Africa S1nce 1875 ﬁy

3

oyt A Modern H1story. Ann Arbor UniverS1ty of Michigan Press, 19 0 197h

These two volumes make up the longest of the texts c1ted here.
¢ The work covers the entire continent and neighboring iglands.

Ite long succession of regional summari®s make it useful for

quigk reference, arnd there is a full bibliography.. {

-=-Joseph E. Harris, Africans/and their History. ‘New York:' New American
Library. .. oL S ;
A shorter interpretive work which incorporates recent scholarship.

. 00008 S -

A long and balanced te book with a strohg 1nterdisciplinary basis, _
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Two outstandlng reglonal textbodks, among many,.may also be c1ted

--J. B, Webster & A. Adu Boahen, H1story»of West Africa: The Revolutlonary -

Years-—lBlS to Independence. New York Praeger, 1979

A well-written text with usefui maps and-mgny 111ustratlons.
The text is comprehenS1ve enough: to use for checking faetual )
details and for reference.

——Donald Denoon, Southern Africa since 1800 ‘New York: Praeger, 1973

Tersely wr1tten and well organlzed this work offers generous
detail on indigenbus African developments; it is full of clear

“C and cons1dered judgments and opinions, wh1ch will suggest many .'
lines of further investig®tion. . . o
There are general textbooks also by Donald W1edner, Richard W. Hull © .

Harry Galley Jr., and others, in addition to a.wealth of text material on .
different regions of‘Afrlca. But the textbooks describEd here are readily

' avalleble and are perhaps most spited to suggest top1cs through their oplnlons,

1nterpretat10ns, and - generallzatlons. ) ) : ’

<
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e . -

. B. Controversies among Historians , -

- .

d -

ThehgunQameAtal coqtrovérsyyin African historiéal writing today is
over the degféé of continuity or chﬁﬁge.from pfecolénia tié;s}‘through colo- g B
.nia} rulg/iozthq present. It is a con@rovers; of fact/and salue. Some histor- <
ians see‘in thi evidence notable contihuities frog fe4céloni§l times through

o . . ) ) a
. . the brief pe¥i0d7of colonial rule;éothers, stressing‘diff?fent aspééts of the
C oy el . : . : ‘ . -

evidence,- look upon European contact and colonijf.rule as the vehicle of trans- . .

forﬁétiqn. Again, some sfudents evaluate‘the.céntinuity négatively ("tribalism"),.

' | gthefs positively ("A%rican péfsonality").'éimilarly, some Qf‘tﬁésé stressing .,_ |

tfansformation\vieﬁ tﬁé cﬁahge posiﬁively ("modefniz%tion"))‘whiie others View .

s it negatively ("imperialist exp}oitatibﬁiniOne of. the critic;lvéxe?ciséi i;
reading Africanxhis£0r¥ ig td g;y'to identify thé'p051fiéﬁ§'qf’au$hors iﬁ"tLiS"
con£¥6versy, gnd to assess tﬁgﬁimplicaéion5~of the éviéencé'they’preseht.,an—'
trerrsiés about even-limited\topics are oftgp germane to thi;-one broad set :

@ ' - .
oﬂ,disagreéments. ) ’ - - '~*5

- M R

You should ask yourself what your own attitude is to théée questions.
You may not know enoughlAfricén hist%ry to decide the matfer, but such atti- S~

’ ¥ . e . ’ X
+ tudes are derived only partly from the study. It is really part of one's atti-

\ . © *
. : ~ : . /
tude toward ‘the world, human society, and your definition of what is good in '/

_ . ) : S Y
life. & -~ e /
-* 3 ) o ,_ - /.
g . \ Two. different palrs of works can be cited to illustrate these debates . -l
' : . - (S v
- - 3 3 [} ‘ . . 3 . L "
among historians. The contrasting points of view found in ‘these two pairs /
/' St may well.give you a lead to questions which YOu can test by further work in K “
specific case studies: - : L & 1

.-

.“' --L.H. Gann and Peter Duignan, Burden of Empire: An Appraisal of Western
’ . , J v , ’ . - ’ - -4 : ——. N

R Colonialism in*Africa South of the Sahara.- New Yerk: Prae@ér,’i967.

A --Walter Rodney, How Europe Uﬁderdevelbpeé\éﬁrica. Washington, Howard . $

v

University Press. L : Vo : .. , -

, ’ ‘ . ’ " ’ ¥
- T / [3 . W . ~

o '
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--Walter Rodney, How Europe Underdeveloped?Africa. (contlnued)

“ -\
The bas1c assumptlons and conclusions of these two works\ are
almost entirely at odds. Beth are more highly colored in their
b%?s than most of the texts‘clted above. Garn and Dulgnanfbelleve .
that cépltallsm brought a beneficial modernization to Africa.
: Rodney s writing is Marx1st in *lavoy. The two works often con-

- 'tradlct each otherxr® in 1nterpret1ng -and evaluating facts, even ’ .
" . though they many times agree on the facts themselves. L . -
. +4 > N fd Lo . ’ N ’ .

’

i
-=J. D. Fage, “Slavexy and the Slave Trade in the Contexttof West Afrlcan .

.

"History", Journal of African Hlstory, X 3 (1969), 3935404. .

- -
7 7 . ¢ , P .

T

. . . L ,
- - ==C.C. Wrigley, “"Historicism in Africa: Slavéry and State Formation",
] . . Lt ;
L . <L . . . . . . .
-African Affairs, LXX (1971),, 115-123. "o ; : T

k“ ) ' ) - ! ( c -
%{‘ o --Fage stresses the, posltlve factor of' extensive state formatlon . K
. . N in West Africa ‘during the era of the slave trade; Wrigley, con- - .. .
’ tradicting thi€, argues that states were destructive of other’- .
‘ o harmonious and functloq}ng societies, that they 1n%teased vuo— B S
lence, 1nequa11ty, and- oppresslon;‘Such ‘disagreemen inbites' ) o 3
close examlnatlon of the data of & slngle reg;on klngdom, or : . . ' ”&

o society in pre-colonlal Africa. - . . . , 9
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g. From Assumptlon to Hypothesis P . .o . o
AN
<. . As you progress toward deflning a topic, - you should move from;an assump—

tion to a hypothesis. The terrltory, s001ety, and period of‘tlme you will

"write about will onlyxcome afterwards as the- case study through which you . ¢
. will test your hypotheS1s ' ‘ ‘ ) . .
- T We can onIy give examples h%re We do ot know what beliefs or assump»

tions ybu will _make .or that you flnd strlklng in the readlng you havefaage
P . The' assumptaonS\llsted here are not necessarlly either right or wrong, but ‘
/// B they are ones we have found re@lecteg 1n readlng and dlscussions with stuaents
. Our task——andpyours in writing an essay—dis-not at first to refute them -or
A support them, but rather to’test them, arr1v1ng flnamﬂy at what you believe ¢

to be a rqasonable, 1£ tentativ, #a conelusions.

P

e Lo AsSumptlon That the same conslstent oppression has™ been suffered -
by Afrlcans in Amerlca and Africa unlformly from the f;fteenth Geﬁtury to
the’ twentieth.. ., .= - ) T v o T s

Deflne the race relatlons\sltuation you EXpect to find,- and apply it -
-to one or more places and times in Afr;can h1story Theor1sts of race rela—
John Rex,' JPhilip Mason,%Mlchael

Banton, and’ others, have worked out typologles ofor\be\relatlons s1tuations,

tlons, sué¢h as Pierre L. van den Berghe,

. to help. you in shaping your hypothésis. . f - . SN .

* c
' '“ , 2. Assumptlon That missionaries destroyed a valuable her1tage of
C African thought and values. SRUNCE o .

“

Questlons What happens when a people ‘give up the1r tradltional faith

éﬁand\gonvert? Is Christianity less approprlate to Africa than some other e
o

'rellglpns9 How alive ‘is the African rellglous her1tage today? Authors - .

such as Robin Horton,5 H. W. Turner,6 A. F. C. Wallace,7«and J: W, Fernandez,Bn

Ll

and John Mbiti,9 may help to prozlde a fbhmework fon,analyz1ng‘the8e and =
. similar questions. X e - :
¢ 3 Assumptlgn Afrlca 1s utterly dlfferent Tro Europq and 1ts ways.
of thought cannotobe understood by‘westerners . C~ 'v"
This is an in&oluble prqblem. How do you know when you are Qunderw

standing” something?' But anthropologists such ag Robin Horto_n:.LO and e
& - [ . ; .

. 'phiiosdrhers such as W. E. Abraham,lJT have tried to define and~bompare ‘

African tradltlonal thought and western scientiflc thought as paradlgmsp <
and their attempts help put value laden terms such as superstition, witch ’
doctor, ancestor worsh1p,~1nto perspectlve " You may ‘not fully understand

.the African soélety Jou choose for anafysis,,but.you should understan&

«

yourseﬁf better in the process. _ . ’ (
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, 4.’ As‘sumption. European trade with Africa wa.s always . unequal and
exjploa.tativy, tantamount “to robbing Africans of their resoirces.,

- T What 1s called for here is an analysis-ef the structure of an African
{ ' »industry in terms of factors of. production, linkages, maltiplier effects,

H

e investments. A, G. Hopkins12 uses staple theory and other economlc concepts
and suggests ways to test selected industries. ' o
5. Assumption' That the migrant labor system Has been forced upon

o

Africans and has‘damaged the fabric of their societies : '
.13

- '\w" Lo Define the situation you expect to find.. JOSef ugler has..reviewed
~the varying attitudes of the eXperts and suggested various case studies. ' -

‘ 6. Contradietory. assumptions Do +the confllcts of multi-ethnicxor v,'.

» - & plural societies derive - from!African "tribalism ‘or are they the colonial

/, legacy 6f "divide and. rule” tactics? ‘The essays in “the Kupér and Smith volume}gl
* offer a set of theories.. Choose a terrltory for analysis in order to test

the - theories and your own’expectations. . - st
st 7. Assumption- Africans effectively and readily took up modern cultural

) forms, contradicting racist assumptions about their 1ncapac1ty, or, Africans

“ fought;effective}y against the subtle imperialism of European culture and were

a

' successful in holding to their own ways. . : ‘» e
. What are. ypur\expectationSV Simon Ottenberg 3rov1des a model 1nqu1ry
for one African people that you could apply 40 another case study.s _
“‘, ' ,” - 8. Assumption That the European “cohquest of Afrlcan societies in
ﬂ the- late nineteenth century was a pusho$ér. ) )

. Questions: Why did some Africans collaborate? ‘What ‘were the economic
< and technological factors influencing the ease‘of the European takeover?
With what determination did Africans resist in some regions?' D. A. Low,ls»

Michael Crorwder,17 and T.0. Rangerlsprovide ways of. approachlng these and
similar questions.

9. Assumption Pre-colonial African states were in a stage of “feudalism,"
like those of medieval Europe. You need a distinct definition of feudalism,
which can bebtested aga1nst\your study of an African polity. Jack GoOdy19

* 7 provides such a definition, and his own answer to the question.

L]
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v -. References to authors_cited in the previous section:

'.s

10.

R

]

13'

1kh.

15.

16. '

-

17.

18.

19.

9.

»

Pierre L. van den Berghe, Race and Racism. Neﬁ York: Wiley, 1967.

John.Rex, Race Relations in Sociological Theorr. New York: “ Schocken °

.  Books, 1970. \ * A o

Philiﬁ Mason, Patterns gf.Dominance. New'Yorkg'OXford Uoiversity Presg, 1970.

g

‘ ' - 2
<

Michael Banton, Race Relations. London: Tavistock, 1967.

L’

. Robin Horton, "Africap Conver81on, Africa, XLI (1971), '85-105.

H W. Turner, “The Place of Independent Religious Movements in JLhe
" Modernization of Africa," Journal of Religion. in Africa, II (1969) h3-63

-

A. F. C. Wa.llace, "Reylta.hzatlonluovemen’bs," American Anthropolog:ns.t, (L956)-.

<@

. J.W. Ferhendez, "African 'Religious Movements; Types and Dynamics;"

Journal of Modern African Studies, (196h)

N \

John Mbiti, Afrycan Rellglons and Phllosophy New Yo;k- Pragger, 1969

O

Robin Horton, "Afrlcan Traditional Thought and Western Sc1ence," Afrlca (1967).

1l,m~W.dE. Abraham, The Mind of Afrlca Chlcago:. Universitygof Chicago Pre@&;

1962
A. G. Hopkmns, An Eoonomlc Hlstory of Wes Afrlca New York:. Columbia
University Press, 1973. ] v,

. s R .

Josef Gugler, "The Impact of "Labour Migration on Society and Economy
in Sub-Saharan Africa: Empirical Findings and Theorgtical Considerations,”
African Social Research, VI (December 1968}, 463-L .

Leo Ruper & M. G. Smith, eds., Piuralism in Africa.” Berkeley: ' Udi ersity
of California Press, 1971.
9

Simon Ottenberg, "Ibo Receptivity to Change;" in Continuity afd Change )
“in African Cultures, eds. , W J. Bascom & M. J. Herskov1ts, pp. 13C- h3 :

D. A. Low, "Lion Rampant," Journal of Commonwealth Polltlcal Studies II
(1963-4), 235-52. o

Michael Crowder, ed.} West Afrlcan Resistance: The Military Response to
Colonial Occupatlon Africana ] Publishing Corp., 1970.

T. 0. Ranger, "African Reactlons to the imposition” of colonial rule in
.East and Central Africa," in Colonialism iE'Afrlca, ed., L. H. Gann
& Peter Dulgnan, vol..I, Cambrldge Unlverslty Press, 1969
N
Jack- Goody, Technology, Tradltlon, and the State in Afrlca. London:
— Oxford University Press, 1971. . = * '
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Thig lié% could be expan&ed indefinitely. It is not thé ﬁurpose here °
to give you your topic or provide a full gibiiograﬁﬁi, but oni& to suggest
the way that the\ﬁssumptions you make ‘or that you notice in your, early reading,
can be tranclated into a hiﬁgﬂheaia which yg& can test against a specifié

<

area of réality. Youqygapér topic can thusg be chosen_in two sﬁeps: " (1) What

ﬁroblem or question will you analyze; (2), What territéry or sotiety will

you_choose ag a test case? Only then are you ready to start your systematic -

? . @
search for bibliographical resources.’ o " -

\ \
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IIX. Reference Materials

? f

The referenée materials described on the following bages will Jead you,
inevitably, to many sources that are not available locally and,, in some cases,

: . ¢, X .
. not even available in the United States. However entiging such sources may

/ ; . : . )
seem, you will probably do best to pass them up. In most cases, they will.
- ' . * - . N ;
" take tdo long to arrive, considering the limited time of a semester. In any
caSe,'there is more material available locally for most topics than you can .use.

A. Using the Subject Catalog -

The Subject Catalog.can be approached in several ways for finding subject
-headings approp?iate for your paper. One way is by cduntr; or geographical 'area..

, ; fhe&apbjéct heading ?AF&ICA“lié.tpeiﬁroedest and an Africen city-such as "Johannes:

wbuxg” is the narrewe;;.' Between these twngxtremes are all the countries of

Afrlca, such as "ZAIRE" and "ANGOLA" anﬁ‘geographlgal areas comprlslng more
: ¢ o2
} ;han one country, such as "AFRICA, WEST" and "AFRIFQ@ESOUTH." All of these
i B « 7 . “ ' ) : . )
geographical subject headings are sub-divided by topics such, as "history",

[ 4

. . 13 3 0 . i
" "economic conditions", “"politics and governmené", etc.

. ) ) . I :
ay . Ta illustrate Subject Catalog techniques, leE’us assume you are researching

-

a paper on political parties in Nigeria. "You would probably start with the..

-

]

sﬁbject heaéing "NIGERIA". You would notlce that thls subject, headlng has several
v .
§§ sub-divisions. The sub—div151ons closest to yqur topic are["NIGERIA——POLITIQsW,

—

and "NIGERIA--POLITICS AND GOVERNMENT." Under these headings you would find a
group of  cards representindg all the books the library ¢wns on these subjects.

You could next try a broader subject heading. ‘This would be "AFRICA, WEST".

This too would have the sub-~divisions, "AFRICA, WEST--POLITICS" and "AFRICA,
. B ¥ N -

[ . -

WEST--POLITICS AND GOVERNMENT". An even broader subject heading would be

"AFRICA, SUB-SAHARAN-~POLITICS" and '"AFRICA, SUB-SAHARAN--POLITICS AND GOVERN-

. a

" _MENT".
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. - another way to approach the Subject Catalog is by topic rather than
by cduntry. For example, you would find books on African art under the subject
. - ] N : . ‘ * )
heading, "ART--AFRICA". The following are examples of topical -subject headings:
AGRICULTURE--AFRICA .
-
AGRICULTURE~~AFRICA, WEST b
. . .
ART--AFRICA ' < :
. . ART--AFRICA-~HISTORY- (**Note second sub-division)
. l o ) . . 1
' . EDUCATION--TANZANIA .
- MUSIC--AFRICA - : ‘ R
MUSIC-+NIGERIA . ' c . .
- V " . ' .‘ / . . ‘ ’
. . N [N . 7
You can also use names of African groups and tribes as subject headings.
\/ ‘You will find catalog cards under such subject headings as, "BANTU", "BUSHMEN",
' YORUBA", etc. ' N
. ) - 4 8
» : ) z f
' \
) X ) - % -
a : ‘
4 ' .
»
. X ‘# .
i
4 .
/&/_ “a
. \ ) ‘-.
- \ A
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: v )
)
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. - B. Indexes ] C : ' ‘ J

A

® Ref. Social Scienceg Index, v.1 - June 1974- - Quarterly.
AI 3 An Author and Subject index to 263 periodicals in thé fields of
-R493 anthropélogy, area studies, econom%cs, environpental science, geo-
(on graphy, law and-criminology, medical sciences, political science, -
index psychology, puplic,adminis@}ation, sqégology and related subjects. &

tablq) //gast section of each issue is an index to book reviews érranged by
- F the author of the book. Supersedss the Social Sciences and Hum-
anities Index  (Ref.iAI 3 .R49)

. - - )
Ref. , Humanities Inﬂex,%v.l - June 1974~ Quarterly. !
AT 3 " ‘An Author and Subject, index to 260 periodicals in the fields of )
-R492 ~ archaeology and classical studies, area studies, folklore, histovry,
~ (on N languages and literature. Supersedes the Social Sciénceés and Hum-
* index i‘anities Index - (Ref. AI 3 .R49) ' : -
table) @ ‘ o, o © .
Ref. Public Affairs Information Service Bulletin (P.A(I.S.), v.1 - 1915-
.27163 . This is a weekly publication that lists by subject current books,
.P9 pamphlets, periodical articles, government documerlts, and .any other
“(on - useful library material in the social sciences with an emphasis on ' ¢
index economics, and public affairs. :“ ) .. N
table) ) . - . _1/
Ref. African @Pbstracts, v.1 - 1950- ' Quarterly. . .
DT 1 - This.is a quarterly review of..articles concerning Africa. Approx-
.I553 imately 225 periodicals in all languages are indexed. Arrangement is ’
by geographical area wisth both an Ethnic and Linguistic Index .and an
" Author Index. The  articles that are indexed are summarized in about '
* 4100 words. - y o o
- X ¥ o o
. ) o .
Ref. ' U.S. Superintendant 2§/bocuments. ‘Monthly Catalog of ,UnitedStates
Z1223 ' Government Publicatios. 1895~  Wash., G.P.O., 1895- _ mMonthly.
.Al18 ~  This is a current bibliography of publications issued by all . .

branches of the federal government, i#ncluding Congressional and g
department publications. Each issue has an index, and there issan
};q.fannual index in each volume. These indexes are by author, title,
o and subject. -Publications dealing with Africa are listed in the N
: ~:) indexes under both geographical ¥rea and under topical subject
'~ heading, e.g. "agriculture". From 1956 the library has all of these
publications on microfilm. For prior years consult reference lib-

. <
rarian. \

Doé;; United Nations. Dag Hammarskjold Libré;y. Documents Index Unit.?

JX1977 United Nationssyocuments Index, v.1l - Jan. 1950-  Monthly.

.A2 This is an index to documents. of all branches of the U.N. Monthly.

™ issues are superseded by two separate annual qumulations: Checklist

index arranged by issuing agency and a subject index. The library
has an almost complete set .of these publications on microfilm.

.
~—

LY
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Ref.\
DT 1 \
<A21

Ref.
DT T29
.R65
" 1970

Ref.
DT 729
.87
v.1-9

DT 3
-H3

C. Handbooks and Encyclopedias § o

: .

\

Africé Contemporary Record; Annual .Survey and Documents, V. 1—1968/69—Yearly

Divided into three parts. Partg# is on current issues and contains
short chapters on contemporary problems and issues ‘in Africa. Part II
gives a country-by-country review of the past year.. It includes names
of povernment offic¥als and statistics on trade and agriculture. Part
III gives actual texts of important treaties, speeches, and other
documents on Afrlca. Includes subject index. v o -

.0

Africe Sofith of the Sahara, 1971— Yearly
" 'This.is a yearly publlcatlon‘that gives up to date information and
statistics on regional organizations in Africa and on i div1dual
countries. For each country facts and figures are given in‘the follow-
ing categories:- physical and social geography, history, economy,
statistics, texts.of constitutions and names of government officials,
_select Pibliography.

- ' - J
Black Africa; A Comparatlve Handbook. N.Y., Free Press, 1972. ¥
This handbook gives tabuler and statistice#l information on 32 Afrlcan
"countries. It includes maps and selected bibliographies for each
country. The emphasis is on hard to get @ensus information, such as
school enrollment,. religious affilihtion, nevspaper circulation, number
of movie'houses, ete. Data has been drawn from scholarly journals,
* books, govermment publlcatlons, U.N. documents, and reference works. .

a3

. [} . [ ‘
Rosenthal, ‘Eriec. Encyclopedia of Southern Africa. 5th ed. London & N.Y.
Frederick Warnea 1970. :
" This is a Yandy ome volume encycloped;a coverlng all subjects from
hlstory and politics to cooking and customs. The countries included- *.
are the Republlc of South Africa, Rhodesia, Zambia, Malawi, South

West Africa, Mozambique[’Lesotho, Swaziland, and Botswana. f

- “ . . o 3
¥
Standard Encyclopedia of Southern Africa. Cape Town, NASOU, 1970-
This is a reglonif_encyclopedla which has been in preparation since
'1957. The main eniphasis is on the Republic of South Africa and its ¢
“immediate neighbors. There are many photographs and\fllustrations.

. N
.hailey, Lord, An African Survey: A Study of the Problems Arising in
‘Africa South of the Saharas .Oxford University Press, 1938, rev. ed.,
Oxford University Press, 1957. o
This vast and detailed work is a survey of social, economic, political,
and admjnistrative problems, experjenced by the govermments of tropical
Africa.( It is apparently badly "out of date" but this lends it
great value for historical work. The first edition was published
at the height of the colonial period and reflects the cofcerns and
réalities of that time; the second edition came out when "decoloniza- :
tion" was in full swing. = - Coy §

-

. -
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. D. Bibliographies - | .

¢, s

Ref. - Gamn, Lewis H,, comp.” Colonialism in Africa 1870-1960. ~Volume 5: 24 .

DT 31 . Bibliographical Guide to Coélonialism in Sub-Saharan Africa. X
.G35 Iondon, Cambridge, University Press, 1973. ‘e ’
v.5 This is a selective bibliography on imperialism in sub—Saharan Africa
The emphasis.is on historical material but it includes works in-the fields
A of anthropology, law, economics, and geography. It is divided into three.
parts. Part III is an area guide arranged by colonial power, region, and
country. Each colonial section has four parts atlasesgwserials, bibli
ographies, and reference works. - . . -
N . R
s\ . , . w

Ref.  International African Institute. Cumilative Bibliography of African Studies

X . Boaton, Mass., G. K. Hall, 1973. 5 volumes
= Z3501 The first three velumes of this set make up the clasS1fied catalog, the
.I 53 1last twosvolumes are the author catalog. The basic classification is .
geographical. Within the geographicgl sections are. alphabetically ar anged
subje€ct headings. For example, to find books and articles in this collec-
tion on agriculture in the Sudan you would first find the section on North-
East Africa, then the sub-seetion on the Sudan, and lastly the division
- agriculture within the sub-section on the Sudan.- There is hn Index to
the subJect headings at the end Ff the classified catalog T

. v q
7. e . . -
Ref. U.S. Library of Congress. African Section. Africa South of.the Sahara;
X an Index to Periodical Literature, 1900-1970. BBston, G. K. Hall, 1971. )
23503 4 volumes plus supplements through June 1972, B
U7 . This' photographically reproduced. card index 1sé%rranged first by
: country within which are subject headings in alphabéticals order. Most
* ,of the references are to articles published in the last 1éh§ears in the
magor scholarly journals' of Africa, Asia, Europe, and North America,
together with some of the lesser known periodicgls issued in Africa. .
The last volume includes a Literary Index which likts pdetry, plays, and
short “stories written,by Africans and published in. Journals. QZ% !
. ( ’ . J’ 3
Ref'.. Harvard University. Peabody Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology. Librdry.
X .+ Catalogue: Authorf. Boston, G. K. Hall, 1963. 26 volumes, plus supplements. .
25119 ' 1 : ) ' >
- .H35 \ ' ) )
. | . R s&; e, - :
2/ , i !
Ref. ———
X X Catalogue Subjects., 27 volumes, plus supplements. ’
25119
H36 The basic set -includes 82,000 volumes and pamphlets plus Journal articles
on anthropology. Its covepage is world wide. ZIn the Subjects set the b
arrangement is primarily geographical with topical subdivisions. Most ' .
African ethnic groups will be found under the’ countries or areas which :
they have inhabited. A few, such as the Bushmen and Pygmiesj have their. N
own heading. There is a separate Inﬁex volume listing the subject headings \
and cross references. o
o ‘ ;
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Ref.
Z3501
87

Ref'.
23501
U477
1973

~ an author 1n each issue. b L

~ studies. The appendixes, which constitute- the bulk of this book, are

. The files contain primary‘source‘mater{al Pn hundreds of ethnig¢ groups -

. . nd B . .
‘ ’ ° I ] -~ ) : C 17
. A Current Bibliography on African Affairs, v. 1-6, April 1962-67; - ‘
New Series, v. 1- °~  Jan. 1968- Quarterly oot

, Bach issue has three sections: f@ature articles, book reviews,

" bibliographies. This last,seyg;on is divided into two parts: General
t3

Subjects (such as Education, onalism, Music and dance, etc.) and
Regional Studies. Books and per10d1ca1 articles are included. There is

o ..

[
k4
L

Ju.s. Dept of the Army. Africa; a Bibliographic' Survey aof Laterature

i Wash. 1973. DA pamphlet 550-17. ' = ) ,
Part I is an overvfgw deallng with such ‘issues as the strategic N

1mport of Africa, economic aspects, problems of statehood, and unity.

Parts IT and II1 are arranged by geographical area with topical sub-

. divisions such as economic problems, history, political problems, etec. .

Part- IV is a brief bibliography of standard soutce materials in Afrloan N

.,

the familiar backgréund- notes published periodically by the State Depart—

mept Maps of each country are included in .this section. ¢ .
o, ’ . . N ¢
) ) 't ‘ a ) . - ‘ ' L

L .- ' RS : .
* Humian Relations Area File - -
v : ,.& . . -, .

]
-

This i? ahmicroform'EZt copcérning éhthropology and related behavioral
- < v ’ ! - . ' : T
4

. Sciencés throughout the world, Each micfofilm-car& is a copy of a.page?

ofvan,qrticle;,book, or manuscript which has been processed for the files.

~e

inéluding many in Africai This set is most important for cross-cultural

and,comparatlve researfh though it is also valuable for studying specific.
>E

- areas and cultures. T , S ' '
? . . . >
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There are now literally dozens of journals dealing with/ Africa. "The

Py [y

reference materials cited above will effedtively lead you to the agrticles
‘in such jq&rnals. The student moving into African studies for the first

lme should, however, be familiar with these- T

A

’./

v

The main professional Journal for African hlstorians. Many of its

o articles are quite technical in nature, but there are also review
t articles and artlcles synthes121ng and 1nterpret1ng important broad
- ) ; themes. The journal rev1ews all rmportant books on Africdn h1story .
. ’ 4
. o P ,,n '
'Africa v.l - 1928— Oxford University Press .

P .
— v

'A professional Journal 1m§brtant for African anthropologists. It is
also valuable for historical work. In partlcular, case studies- of ,
individual African societies wqpld be essential for the hlstorlan

.

working on those s0c1et1es. : - . -
. | / . N . . . ! .
' African Affairs Journal of the Royal African Society. v.l- 1901~ London.
. A publlc affairs Journal with many historlcal articles. Each
b quarteriy issue contains a bibliography of recent works and a
o, select list of articfles on Africa appearing rp non-Africanist ...
. periodicals, arraﬁged by region. This source is a good place to
-! . . plck up very recent artrcles, not yet 1ncluded in standard reference~
sources. : v

. - . : . s
. . .
* -

. '_ . ‘_ ~' . s .
T G. Maps an& Atlases ‘
. ,;-.3 \
) Anony us [CIA] Maps of individual Afrlcan countries. These are
. shade relief maps of varyin scale, e.g. Slerra Leone 1:940,000.
R Major place names, transportation network, ports and airpdrts are
%f. shown, and areas beyond natiopal boundaries left blank. Small "
e, . insets sho dfz_:mpulat.lon groups, vegetation economlc activity,
« minlng, ty / . .
Defense Mapplng Agency (U.S. . Army Topographlc Command) . 36 sheets
‘covering the African continent at 132,000,000 scale, with 100 foot
contour lines‘ Detailed transportaﬁlon network, major place names,
vegetatlon, 1nterna1 political boundaries are given. Individual :
sheets ‘are of ' varlous dates and editions, e.g. sheet 34, Johannesburg,
1970. : ] . Y,

-
-

_ . J.D. Fage, An Atlas of African History. London, E. Arnold, 1963
. : . This gontalns akserles of 62 maps-covering African history since
R : ~  Roman times. ., The bladk’ and white outline maps cover traditional
polities and m0vements of peoples, trade routes, European, penetra-
tion, and modern economic and political d&velopment Brief and

condensed texts .explain the mdps. . . ST
» ' f“‘

o | . L e oL
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Journal gg_African~History, v.l - 1960- Cambridge University Press. ?fk

'
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‘Ref. John Bartholomew, ed. The Times Atlas'og‘the World, vol. IV

-G1019 Southern Eurdpe and Affrica, Boston: Hougitton Mifflin, 1956. |
D .T52 (  The eleven plates coVering the African continent are at.1:5,000,000 |, .
. vol. 4 scale with some-larger scale insets of 1mportant cities” or regions- |

. Relief is indicated by-a ‘golor chart. Thére is a detailed index-.
) s gazetteer giving latrtude, longitude and position in the maps

o ' themselvesﬂ o . . v
- . . . ¢ a ’ a b
|‘ . S . e e -
’ . Editions Jeune Afrique, The Atlas of Africa, ed. by Regine van N
.ChisBonnardel. Free Press, 1974. o s
p T : One section of this wobrk analyzes solls, climate, population,

. languages, and other’ aspects of the entire contlnent. Anqpher
isection presents individual countriés, with a general reference

T . : map and an economic map for each. There are seyeral pages of
. . explanatory text er each countyry, with a wealth of up to date
, v info¥mation. ° , : . > .
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