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' aﬂture of: creat:.vitg, the topJ.c rece.wed ment:.or\g) as early ’,

-~

‘as 1898, but onlg within the past decade has atténtion - -, . N
been anything. other than séoradic‘.l L e ;
o Singer }méqtibn"éd the pd,ssibility ,0f investigating e . ;

"between bhu,man béings ‘and their environment) ,A and (4)

. 4 N —
¢ . [
o R
: 5
*  CREATIVITY,AND THE SAMOAN STUDENT N S .
. ' ‘ . . ' N
™ ’ - - v . . . }
N ] ' ~ . . ) * |
In spite of the importance of creativity avowed by e ‘ o
‘philosophers over the f@ﬁturies, this aspect,,of. human . s
funct.wn.mg ‘has onlt y recently begun to e -cons:.dered .
AN
woz"thy of cpncentrated studg by psycholog.lsts. KA-s Torrance . ..
Q \ ’ ’ &
has indicated .m his surveg of the psycholog:.cal liter=- -

¢t ' ®

t

the - psychological éonsequénces of the vé‘:ious cultural Co |

: C, - Lo
changes which people in other cultures experience as a - . ’

resilt of contact with weéte};z civilization. The vast
majori ty of individuals in 'elverg society were so plastic
v [ ot . ) . .

as te form:the mould for that society's culture .-pétggrfz-g ,

' 5 ] . i
Many writers included .in /their work an attempt to

°

define creaf:.iv.it:y.1 In a review of these, Rhodes suggested

4 S

that out of over fJ.ftg defJ.nitJ.ons that‘ he eoﬁeqted, he

could dlfferentzat_e four classifications of.ﬂ meanings in

Fl

terms of (1) person, (2) process, (3) press - (interaction

N

- . . '




N .at some time.

. : Novelty is, in the sense, that ‘
° - . s

.- \'; -, ‘ o q .
o . et . ’ .
' ) L ‘ ‘ . | . N ‘&
;’ o p;odﬁcg:s és"e;ﬁbod.iments of ideais.'? oo ! q:' '
; - o S ) ..
. . .Somewhat of a ;bnibination of thesge elements is émbodied -+
. . - ° Y]
in the definition taken from Stein and dsed in this paper. _ -
\ That is, croee;t'i'v'ity is a brqcéss of Sensing gaps, caifiﬁg r
) ati‘:e}xt.ion‘to thése gapsx 'iaz;d'fi’nding a, means” bf effecting’ T

closure. .The process involves alternative hypothesis.making
s . . . - - .
and testing, and results-in an end 'proéuct which is a novel %

v i ! r

- .« - L . 2
. work accepted-as tenable or: useful @r saatisfging by a group -
(] : .
4 B ’. e ’ - ' T
.9 ' o .
the creative. product

‘did not exist previously in precisely the same form. It

az.:.is_es from an integration of already existing materials

a - A} . . il

or knowledge, but when it is completed it cantains’ elements

that are new. The extent to which a work is novel depends

r < . +

: T ! : o “ ,
on the extent to /wh.ich it =deviateslfz>'om the traditional or . .

~

the status qud.® . o .

- a

= Y
Mead characterized the culture of Samoa as. rigid,

demanding of confornl;itg and resistant to ! change‘.a‘ This

+ a . "

relative stabi.!itg combined with the aspects peculiar-tcb
the cgultqure presents a problem worth investigating if the

y;auths of American Samoa are to be guided with the -
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LT . ’ ) X v D o S ~ ‘J
vive depends upon its pressure against the creative ability - .
. . : ° . - N ’

portalon ‘.1.s a matter of life and d‘qzath for any §oe.1etg. The : _ '. .
Creator has withheld from Man the shark's .teeth, the bird's

-w.ign;s, the elephant's trunk, and h’ouhd's or horSe'S racing . .

A has tﬁ do duty for all., the maryelous phgs.lcal assets tﬁat . | T

;,urge posses by its m.inor.lty or stubbérnlg stJ.flJ.ng it, Man is . o .

) finding a means of effecting closure,' formula’tin& hypotheses B t

. s LW e e I
- development of- their creative thinking abilities. Doubly impor- '

tant is Hulbeck's belief that the ability of a cultyre to sur- .

» —-=

of 4dts members.7 v o e

v . o L © N

. In any human societg at any time and place end at 'cang .etage
of eultural development there is presumably the ‘sanie average ) ' h

percentafge of potent:.al.lg creat:.ve J.ndJ.VJ.duals. To g.we a.

. : .

fa.ir chance ‘to . the cultivat.lon of this ‘potent:.allg creat.we . e

=

1y . . v . . L ‘ . -~

; _— Ly
feet. The creatrve  power . -planted in a mmorltg of mankingd - ot

\ ) T
are built into. every speq.lmen of Man‘s non—hm;\an fellow -
9 @ t

dreatures. If soc:.etg faJ.ls to fostef this potential oreative o

N » f Q )

1os.1.ng his bJ.rthrJ.ght of being the lord of~ creatJ.on and is

gainJ.ng in grounds 0 be the least éffect.we species on the

o

faceoftheeartha . . :

R&Zlk reportJ.ng on Torrance s él.udy po.lnted’ out that cul-

tural factors stronglg .mf.luenc.mg this process of senﬁ.lng gaps,f/

’ . I

2 ° N \
.
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‘. concluded \that a group of girls selected on the bas.;fs is-- : b S

' conformity scored low on tést of creativity; a group of ~ o {

.ment of chJ.ldren.

suhn.iss.weness were traced back to peoole WJ.th overly rJ.gJ.d . . - -

‘severe parental d.1sc.1.p1.me. S ' I

) e 4 . T
- [ . 4 . N
T 2 ¥
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L4 ’ 4 . %
4 Y. &Y Y N
{ 4 ) ~

ta eventually produce a novel product. He aiso stated that

zt was possz.ble for teachers, educatmnal methods and materials,

-

and parents to make real dlfferences in"the creat.lve develop- ' '
. .

-
-
I . .

\ Mussen and Kagan confirmed in their study with a grogp . 7

of conformists and indepez;dents that extreme conformity and - .

o

l " .

5 - .

sand extremelg pun‘zt.we parents. People who were conce.wed \ L ) \

to be independent in theJ.r behavior had parents WJ.,th less -

. . v
~ < .

10 : s

WorkJ.ng wJ.th a group of college senJ.or gJ.rls, a group : ',&,

&

of research scientists and -a group of architects, Crutchf.teld \—.'

. . - . . o a
a - -

. ’ N T ) . B |

research sc§enti/sts who were less highly rated on originality

.scored hig;h‘ on ’conformitg,- anﬁ thierewas a tendency for a g‘roup' s - ..
of archituects Qith low creativ.itg to score high o{z 'c0nformitg R
arzd~ those witb. high creativity to score low t conform.itg.l_l ) \

Cattell and‘But,cher credited the novel’ n;or]t of citizens

.

who are more willing to take calculated and long-range risks;

AR . . , ] ] ] . ]
and are willing to test-limits to societies with flexibly

n
*




- S This is ceg‘tajlnly not °to minimize the J.nfluence
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minded- citizens, who are able to devlel'op creative and & -

: ' >
N as LA -
.- 'constz}zctive solutions to problems of government, can \\
W = ' . T ‘. . ' .

_expect to progress by peacef;zl eyolution instead  of

staggering through ret}o.'lutind'ns.lz , L C

of human bas.ic needs and- ni’ot.wat:.ons QuJ.te often in

. .
the past, diffe.rences in polJ.tJ.cal outlook ébu\;d eas.11y
‘l\

\/-\

be comprom.zsed thr“ough some nove.l d.zrscovery had the

L tendency to step "pff the beaten track" not stzfled by

»

physical, emotzonal@znd soc.1.a1 needs not fully_and satis-
\ /48 . » . . , . {‘ o
-« factory met. ,This asgumption js perhaps substantially

supported by\conflicts flaring up in 1esser - developed --

|~ countries. ) i .

-~ °

Y

"a, . % The greater the pressure \t>>\conform, no matter what

L3
»" the source, the féwer .1nd.1v1duals vy‘ho can preserve)their

In fact,

functi_onin'g on their highest level. +the
2

. [
B

suppréssing effect or e.é:nal evaluat:.on is respons:.ble\

‘for the denial to the creative person of the foppor tunity

.QT‘l\ . e

a'gi' the right to be himself ancui“open'to the' wpr.ld; free .

. . ’ R N ‘e - ¢ [
g " to choose and select from the vantage point of his own

r4 ’ 1)
- » /
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4

of his peers.

. v ) . 5 . , . . L : .
éapacities, talents, and resources'in terms of the person
¢ ) A} . . -~

he ig.

’

3

* the f;tting and deng the nonfittJ.ng.

Itisof utmost°

E

Free enough and, encourageous. enough to confirm,

N neae&s:.ty thact the student frees hJ.mself from nagging s '

-

anx:.et:.es and fear of pun:.shment for hav.mg trhought of -

-~

ideas\’different from those th’e parents ojr teachers have.
13

a student Without such freedom can rhardly bé creat.zve.
- L ‘
Although freedom from anx:.e,t:.es and fear .'LS of ~

iy
utmost 'necessJ.tg, the. chJ.ld still will not be f,reed from

, : stra.ms and stresses of his environment. Maslow“s theory

_of basic human needs engage the qh.zld .1.n a constant strffVe

1

for the essentials of 1.1V%L’ng and at _the

lin.a con\tinuous struggle to maintain hims_el

<

14

i
“’"\

‘

vt . . . o b
‘o

. This theory emphasizes creativity }n terms of ootu%)lete
charaEter in“tegration..

a

- into realJ.tg---the requCt ‘of Whjch is self-actual:.zat:.on -in

T A 3

<y

the Ma'slovian sense. For example, J.t is un.te dJ.ffJ.cult for

a child to grasp the full strength of intellectual concepts

[

if he is hungry, neglected, or has other, primitive needs

unfulfilled. ’ﬂhg.s, while it is '.incumhent upon fthe,ghild

It ig the ability.to transform ideas

‘00008 . .. . .

3
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. td develop emergent .synﬂzesizing” levels, it’v;is, simul= ’ .

-

taneouslg, J.ncumbent upon soc:.ety to see that his prior
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\
needs are sat:.ated to the extent that he can devote hJ.s

. ' O ey,

. »energies to intellectual tasks.-\ Simply-the child who . ‘ . L
= - . e i ' - ’ ™

is hungry is too cOncerned_with his huizger" t_:o learn. .

4 A

= G;ulford fo-und in’ h.lS study that author.ltg prevents . .

creatiVJ.ty ’(nd that the. bbg,h whd was close to his mother

S e . .
»

. and tl_ze_gJ.rl who was close teher father at about age® -

f/to .seven are both 1J.kely to be more creat.we.'ts' ' - |
\ - B 0 . . . .
In his -psgchoanalg&io Study,. If’reud analyzed that _ .

the forces motivating the creative persons are the same .
16 .

-

. forces that drive others to neurosis.

-

only, the' N R

creat.we person- is real.ztg orlented while the neurotJ.c

person is Fantansy (non-reality) oriented. ' That creat.we

< - -

.3 - . B
thoughts derive from elaboration of free rising fantasies _ e

' : .o . v
- and ideas related to day dreaming and childhood play.

-

a v -

Creativity, therefore; has its origin in conflict at the ' .

- 0

-

subconscious mind where there exists a state of constint -

[}

inbalance of tehsion-release, te?sion.-;releas,e of pent-up - - o
| 3 - - e ~ . .
. .




'vvl.‘ .

4y

. o Y, N

emotions and restlessness. /échachtel calls t}us.- "the
person's struggle to eJ.th open to outs:.de forces or

shut off .ms:.‘de,- " while arksberrg: calls it the per:iod

“i
s of .1ncubat.1.on or mullJ.n over th_ax; 'results in the fldsh
% e . .
, . . P , ,
. " of .ms.lght and ela'bor .ion'. d'hat is, if the environment

were conducive to th development of thJ.s realJ.tg. If
f

B £ - were not, then,

the obvious xresult would' be disas-'

. " trously suppressJ.o of the J.ndJ.VJ.dual S urge to be himself,

thus, detr:.ment:.ng his creat.we efforts. ' .
I o
.. -In a’sense, these strJ.V.mg's may p{.ace the child in

s *

& a stage of-constant inbalance and thus nurturiny that

Y

* ") . N 1
inner tension-release cbpflict conducive for the concep=-

17

-
°

: = "tic:(n of creatiyitg; Qr, on the contrary ds Henry

®
©

conceived this conflict to be a reason for the child )
K : :

> to.abandon all tendencies :to heterogeneuous behauior‘
becoming a prisoner of that which was to set him frees

"Unhampered by prejudices, unvéxed by too early

. Y

’ ' ’ . - . " & .
« conditioning to any one\standard, he must come clear-eyed

-

By

to the Choices which lie before Rim. For upon him and

. " : . ”
B'upqn him alene lies the burden of choice. And even more




o .importantly, continued Mead, 8 this child of the 'Futm;
1 . ' y 5‘?‘5
- must have an open mind if he J.S to functJ.on creatiVely.‘

e 'y
v

» That J.s., nourJ.sIung a full and z'J.ch storehouse of experi-

- 4 C

‘ences and knowledge upon® wlgich he draws‘fromvln “time af

. his mental disc'ipliﬂe; inciibate over this du.r.:ing {':he‘ R

perJ.od of’ reJ.ntegratJ.on when he deepl“? and VlvacJ.ouslg :

R

_,J.nteract Wl}h that which temporanli_‘; taken over. his N

‘total ex1stence until such ~moment when he should victor- ‘»‘,\

-
‘\

lously emerge‘ with great Ju’fJJ.latJ.on saying ”A HA'" and

N L,
then, followed by the desire’ to "shine to f’the darkness."
" . . . [ .
.His joy. in communicating to others what he created and
mc;re Joy in~the acceptance bg others of his novel ';rod'u-ct, ’.

- - .
¥ -

Q

o \ . -, ¢
As we said 'ear;lier, it takes. more than an open mind for

3 o

a. person o go thz‘ough thJ.s entire process.‘ He needs to

be dlvergent in Ius thJ.nkJ.ng, he needs to be aloné in

~ .

¢ privacy; he needs_ to be independent 3nd -heaneeds time "
C LT L ’
- above everything else. 19 (,l“‘ ' ' -

- - 5

SteJ.n hgpotheSJ.ked that’ ‘the extent to wh.ich a VarJ.ety *

“ * Po-

of creative products are_ JweMped depends on the extent "

X
3 . ra
of » . ). e & N l

to which cul tural influences permJ.t the development -of g
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to th.ch_ ‘the culture encourages divers.lty and 'tolezo'ates .

. the cultural heritage and foster the eqonomic well-being

" ) 8 A‘ A NS
» < o . -
\; * .. ] 2 °? . - b
‘ LIl d - : - ¢ ©
. [ - HE o
FERN
. - N
. Ay . \ T
A ’ . e . -
. =10- ‘ y
. 2 - g .t
P L4 S i L -
;‘1 4 . o 4 . . ) 1
- - & N 7 o .
- . * % -
~both freedjm between the .md.w:.dual and ‘his enw.ronment s
0 . e . a‘ |
) and freedom WJ.thJ.n the J.nd.1v.1dua1, aml, on t:he extent - o
- \ 8 N

.

am

the seeming ambiguity that. such diversity suggests. It oLt
. o - . ) -
: . v AN : . . :
is orily obvious that the imbetus of progress in any '
society is the degree o'f freedom‘ the m'inority-' of ~

greatzve people has obtalned to dew.ate "from that which
is~ trad.ltg.oﬁa.;.kand generaliy accepted 20 . . \ - o

A fundamen,tal committment Of the 'é‘dudatio'na.h program .

of Amer.lcan Samoa is to prepare each. J.ndJ.VJ.dual for a

'w o ) -

-

7 pez‘sonally satJ.sny.ng and socJ.ally useful 1J.fe wherever

PN ’ ' e&,
he chooses to 1.1ve. The task is .mord:.nately dJ.ffJ.cult, -
to say the least,’ aﬂd perhaps .'meOSS.lb’le of atta.lnment..

- - - s -1)

Inherent in. this committment is the obligation to presérve

T 21 _ L
of American Samoa. . s ¥ . 4

The need to educate tse Samoan youngsters_ to be
: A .o T, b

v

4

1 e
consistent with the expressed philosophy of the Samoan v
N . . B ) - - .

system of education presents a dichotomy. The difficulty < s

-

- . -




e

)

-«

L4
-

, N |
in ach:.ev.ing such goals .1.s¢man.r.fested by the fact that a

1 fJ.rst be educatézd to. be able to lzve 1n

able to l.we elsewhere in the uorld. The former is coavetgent ’

-oriented and tHe laﬁtet is-divergent, orlénted. y.
Barr; and Wolf dlstlnctl.g;noznted out the problem
.:nhe.rent J.n bJ.cultural progra:n of educatJ.on in that the -
" individual had already engaged :Ln the process of inter- o
. G

» nalized learnings and had ‘therefore become a full-fledged

- scho'o'l . 2_,2

' ‘one 1s looked upon as common pfcipe.rtg. The constant mingling

socialized member of his communitg by the time he entered .

In Samoa, the family members are expected to be
pol:.te,, kJ.nd, and generous to each othe.r. Pr.zvate worlds
o : o

are almost non exzsﬁant .

N\

He l.wes .1n the house with no
walls, J.n the VJ.llage composed of the equallg open houses

of membets of hJ.s fanu.l y. Sharing of cookJ.ng and.eatJ.ng

.\utensils in a village is common, and what is owned by

of people which communal lJ.fe J.nvolves and the enormous
amount of lelsurefftzme available in th.ch to deVJ.se

"proper"” ways of " meeting ang sJ.tuatJ.ons which might

P
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"ariSe in day-to-day existence combine to give rise to the -

ceremony and conformity demanded of the Samoan. Thé éresenﬂta-

o

tibn 5f'fobd, placement Of individuals at meals, height of -

the house,¢nun1ber Of beams in the ceiling, t:ooc_i_ distribution,

time of eating, etc.; are all rigidly systematized and nust

. be followed. R P Vo ‘ ,

-

N SVt

Relativés from all the surrounding ‘households play

a role in children's lives. Any older relative has the

. , ' . . . ) ]
right to demand services, critize, punish, or interfere
‘ ’ _ » S .

-~
7 .

. in a younger or smaller. person's affairs.‘ Puni‘shmezit is
bound up with age. Most, oftén it is the next o&dest child

~ who is puhishe’d ‘foz" the 'mis’demeapors\éf the younger one, c
- because he has responsibility for the younger siblings.
v . . o .
‘#* . Mead felt that the general -casualness, sharing of

..

'ai.l possessions, and ease of life have contributed to the

é.h

extremé lack of affective expression in Samoan life. To
this might also be added” the danger to the culture which

friction and animosity would threaten and the consequent

e .
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need tp keep emotions under control, or to handle them * o
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quickly when they are omce aroused . Whatever the reasons,
) -
~ they lave - quickl vy, hate un. kly, Repent readily, and seem

gepu.me.l y sorry for the wrongs they ﬁzv?e committed even
o

though they did them just a few m.mutes before, and even

- tbough they will probably do the same{ thing again soon. ‘

e gAili.lthough the overall culturé allows little divergency,
cartam areas offer an element of freedom from control. .
Songs are made up on the spur ‘of tﬁe moment. Ind.zw.duals

vie with"each other for the pr.lv.llege of ,olpging their

N

songs and the usual result is that all artists have a.

T chance to demonstrate their talents. No one is too young
or too old to participate, and those w}go are unable to

N *

dance usually clown or pantoz'nime.z';

.

Toz‘rance's‘ paper on discontinuit.ies in a culture as

factors in the growth of creative tIunkJ.ng a.bilit.les forms e

-

a convem.ent rubric for considering- b'o,tb the total and the
sub-cultures in Samoa. His assumpticon ig that a lack of

‘ discont.muitles, or a smoothness of transit.zon from one
_ | ’
o stage of 1.1.fe to the next, is conducive to an even growth

A
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. The. Samoan culture in general has relati

'change‘thnoughout lifer

to hlS sexual role is consistent.

, or feastlng in a vullage, all ére dalng and sharing the

. disc0ntinuity exists. .

. play by the palag;’s rules.

= Q¢
f

v .

of creative abilities. A revision of behavior as one,

a detrimental efféct;24

L]

ely féw

Roles are assumed at birth, and rarely "

discéntinuities.
' ),

Learning of how on must respond

Likew:se, hls»obedlence

to»those higher in authorltg, and his .power over those: -

.
a

‘ i

“11fe. ‘There is no "mlne-yours" 1cpotomg in the Samoan B

culture. One never finds an lsﬁlatéd fanulg starv;ng

‘@

Similarly, no

In fact, no prlvacy exlsts at a11.¢f

same thlng.

S
waever, one maJor source of dzscontlnulty has

entered the cuiture, the lmpact'of another culture :
clnd1v1dual plays a role 6epending upon hls major ldentlflb
?ation atathe momenti When a Samoan studqnt tikey his

5 .
paace at a desk in a ”palagl" (vhite man) scheol, he must
Diseantinyities q;eep in.25 o -

- g

sllghtlg smaller or Jounger is cq551stent throughout hlS a

"aloﬂe—together" or prlvacy gﬁ o
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The Samoan culture cwoulci be characterized as J’.:'ollo'r;-,z

[

' First, the culture provides no conditions for breaking

ot

away from the " traditional pattern. There n.ig .a' great

J.ack of stzmulat:.on which nught produce changes, and

pressureS\ brought to bear when any small tendency to

' change appears. Mead 'observed that the Samoan peOple '

"watch without boredom, m_ght after night, performances

.

that seem to the fore.lgn eye- pleasant burt extraordinary .

\

Secondly,~ the Samoan culture

s

Any attempts ,at change

repetitive and ted.lous."

tends to reject dzscont.lnu;tles.

madeneg someone oqj;slde the ,culture typ:.cally faJ.ls.

Very Sllght changes may be ;ncoz'porated into the cul ture, -

-

but anything extreme s not assimilated. The measure to

A

eledt a Samoan _Governor would have been a source of -

P

It was defeated three times at the public

2

discontinuity.

‘= polls.

e . %r ’ .\’i. L . .
. .Young educated )samoans are often rebuked by the _

older 'leaders for°ispeaking their m_inds on issues contra-
\

dJ.ct.ing samoan gultural Valwes. One partJ.cular indivi=

. dual was to&i“harshly by a samoan chJ.ef to. wear hJ.s

N
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' shoes and go back to the land where he was educated, that
his views were not tolerated in Samoa. Ang.attempt bg the
-young educated Samoans to express thelr views on publlc

g _—— ‘ ) . .
issues of cultural natute is frowned upon and sgeered at

by the oldér chiefs. The rationale for this attitude is
7 R P ‘ 4 .. : s
that, younger people s“tild sf ek the counsel of the more
R . . ’ hd 7 . e R ° . . »
establfsEEd and seasoned samoan cpiefs for they know more

bout Jthe wajs of the Samoans.g Submission to. authorltg is B

[

valued by the Samoans at all age levels..
N . ~ 3,

@s a result of Eﬁls attltude, the culturehas changed

=)

5

llttle in the past few centurles. The aSSumption 1s-that

14- the 1mpact of anotger culture brlngs w1th it a source of

: 'stﬁmulatlons, and an influx of 1deas, thus 1ntroduc1ng
. ”3. Iy
7-gaps of dLscontlnuitles whlch;conSequently lower the 1eve1

" of creatlme thinking a?;dltles A

N .

Keesing's assessment of the early p01nt of contact‘of

»

: ¢
the weétern énd_polynesianvcultures is still‘not too .far-

fetqhed by dur present standards., More Shaﬂ/twenig years
ago he assessed that ‘9 e

:

F;'. . where two groups conberned have found t t

4 ' each, others usages and values meet on so
. . - - | , .
b - ,
v / . ) /
\ L
- ¢ 4




famlg and rear.ing of ch;ldren yas: almost, .1f not eomp.letely,

t.lon of the Samgan household~e1.munated at one stroke,, J.n

" a decisive .1’nfluence upon s¢© many in other civ;.lJ.zat.lon, that
"submiesion to the parent or defiance of the parent may beCOme
dom.lnant pattern of a 1.1fet,1me, was not found in Samoa. Tize
»absengLe of a real father—mother dichotomy was due to the
-lose.ly. structured househofd where there were h'alfﬂ a dozen

‘or more adults all constituted auithority to the child.

3

‘commort ground of u%derstand;ng and ytility, their
relations have been on the whole morg congepial ,

: and mut'ﬁal ad jus tments. eas.ler than where there is
}ittle cultural meeting-ground . . . The aristo-
cratic pr,'lnc.lple and extended family system typical -

- of Polgnés;a ..« « would have been particularly
congenial to tlie earl.ler comers because of whelr
smular.lty to European institutions. 26 ° ‘

| ¢ - : .

Mead, on the ‘gragsroot level, advocated that the Samoa:n '

. -

Q

d.lfferent from that of the Western cultures. _ The organiza=-
fe= 4] . ﬁ

’ 1

almost all oases, many of the spec1a1 situations jwhich were .
N . S .

belleved product.zve of undes.lrable emot.lonal sets. The

,
v »

close relationsh.ip between parent and C’hlld, WhJ.Ch has such

ﬂ'
.
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\ Samoan childr

4 S v oA '
= . . ) , L .

i Meed; also, observed that the Samoan education . e
' Ay ) . ‘. .‘ \ .

P tion) which résulted ih'diffez:ent attitudes

(internali
was the placq of work and play in the children' s lives. v
. ¥

o

N

old performed _'

a

f.lmte tasks, g:r:aded d:o) theJ.r str/e::?:

and intell:.gence, but st.ill tasks w]uch had a me@ning in

-

the st.ructure of the whole soc:.etg. This ‘meant that they

< fell r.zght unto the "rut" tbe t.ﬂne they were able to. .

e

- Conformitg at I:ome is onlg second to that w}uch they

) Af.".im:l when they enter school., In school theg learn to \

recite, memor.lze, and follow along ‘with the group.A The

extent to w?::gch a chzld conform o the expectatz.gms of ‘ ? .

.
.

‘ .the teachers d.ictate hJ.s position in the c1a$s and

knowledge of the mater:.als studJ.ed.

b

Who through inner-directedness, and open-m:.ndedness qu.w.te

’

often find them.gelves punished severelg to 9’1@ po.mt o’%

% -

chrom.c ébsentees. B .
‘- Imzovat.lon among the young .1s a socJ.al 8in, reborted e
v e N : . b :
fa \e
Kees.mg. If a child fails" to cook the nieal or [~ the

T

L Aoy

-

from the time theg were foul or five years '’

The "unfortunates" - .




'Amemcan teacher with a gJ.ft of food. 139 teacher’ was

knocklng stead.z:alyy'or moré tihan one half hour. The cluld

grass according )to,the“ 'established pattern, heb can fiqevitably

Q.! ¢

expect pux_'xishm‘ent. " If he is"g,_w’.ven'van order, he is expected

-

to carry it out to 'the letter of the instrucﬁions.~ - Fox

: :)

P

O

€
example., a twelve—year olcl cﬂ:..‘ld was sent to the home’of “an

3

)

‘asleep when the- ch.zld fust .began knocking and decided to

’ 1
; .ignore the .mterrupt.zon and cont,mue his ,nap. Fifteen ’ *

Z~ \!*
‘ww <,

minutes 1ater the teacher awoke to d.lscover that the Iénock.mg

_ was as steady as befare. Bg the t.ime he woke fully, dressed,

b -

‘rand answe.red the dooz’, he estlmated tbat i:he child’ has ‘been

»

' 'had beén told to de.l.wer the*food and was so accustomed to

. '

. gbeglng‘order's .automat;cally that he ‘could th.mk of no

© . ' -
. ~ . oy

alternat.we. ' : . . .

e ™ T

ST Thére J.s, undoubtedly, a cr.zmma.l J.njustJ.ce that exists
in our schools ~and curr:.cula w}_:u.ch arev mostlg‘ oriented 7

14

ntoward confom!.itg and convergent think.ing._ ' There has been“

very l.ittle. that exists for crea‘tivitg and divergent th:inking,

- The tradltional process of soc:.alJ.zatJ.on inherent in 91%

o

‘schoals is very .harmful to the development -of creat.tv.ity.

%
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! / It produces’ masses of "non-ent.ltles," the "good" controlled
. : \

. citizen.\In th.ls sett.mg, the creative ch.rld learns to «
bring his observed behav:.or to the norms and expectatlons

of the people around h;.m.' He .does not erid.idate. forbidden

°

.1.ncl.1.nat1.ons, he: retains their manisfestatlons. Suppor ting
Qe

v o his own' self image” emotionally, rad.zcallg/ and e_vangetically
v : " :

&\'\ " - self,.defeat.ing may eventually'ovierta]ce his sole existence °

‘.

- »

"y .. tor the point where he is estranged and aldenated from the
. N : RS ) .
. .., '+  company of his peers.’ This student will eventualIg repel
. - - v
against the school establishment and is quite susceptibld
t-d

to dropp.mg out of scho&l to seek hJ.s " freedom". somewhere

R < 1 -— T .
a .

.else'.», Students who drop out of school usuallg drop into.

.

soméi;hing else . - - i ¥

. o MacDonald revea‘led that a significant number bf hJ.gh

a 1-/ _
school geniors cons idered themselves alco ol er.nkers. 27 -

: 3 . . t- 4
' . The concern here is s:.mplg that a good poz‘tzon of the

)
.Sevent_.l percent (70%) of creative ch:.ldren not detected :

k ‘ ‘ . by our J.ntellJ.gence tests may drop out of school) *into

_alcoh&l:.smpapd other drug consumers. Thi% dropp:.ng out s
of school into drug abuse is\raf.'idlg taking its toll in

L4 R}

s




e At,r_:englcan Samoa. » T ‘ v 4@
a . i .ot N . : -

T ., At this time when the process of educatien is

»ehé’recterized 'bg, technology both as means and ends,

'7 sgndromes, bandwagons and J.nnovat.ions ﬁ:or .the sake of

o

technology ali OOntrJ.bute a sort of rJ.gJ.dJ.tg that

v : i

,intezjferes with mental activi ties effecting creativity

in the classroom. . The prghess . of s'o"e.ialization it~

. 4 ..

wo " self and J.ts tradJ.tJ.onalJ.sm also thz‘e'antens creativi tq.
. . f
S & o vIt .is crucially important for the classroom <o
teachers, couns'elors and school admlm.strators to watch

e .
for symptons of creat.w.ltg and be Highly sensJ.tJ.ve to

the needs of ‘these ch.lldren. ifuthor.zt:.es J.n the fJ.eld
of creatzCJ.tg have dzscovered these tra.zts ‘to  be

characterJ.stJ.cs of a tgfucal creat:.ve chJ.ld Thls chJ.ld

.1.s szgn.zf.lcantly- .mtellJ.gent, he .'LS un.te doi%nant agd . :

Verg adventuresome~ he is emotJ.onallg sensitive ===
i " easily goes to extremes - far nght, far left or ‘far '
k . o P
- ¥  out; he does rot seem to need others - he is a .'l«Qder *

~

and usuallg independent,- ‘hg has a Iugh tension level=~
S

+

. .
.. - . . : £
.o .
. .
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pxone to Qervous breakdown and tenﬁ to be up-t:.ghb- a11

. ,
the tzmé; he i4 l%ss subJect ‘to sﬁandards and group

N

often Jjudged as lrresponszble —_— but in real:.tg hb

i
qu:.te -respons.w.ble. He has a reputat.zon for w:.ld o

teachers who are able to, fJ.z:,st, 1dent1ff themﬂsecbnd,
. Vi .
, meet their needs. We must, also, seaz'ch our ph.ila phy .
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emérging. l_'n-thi'a.era' of ﬂlending of cultures, it is .
vJ.tally J.mportant for the classroom teacher toJ achJ.eve -

L4 »

a m‘%sure of sopIustzcatJ.on in the performance of hJ.s

. job. Max.lmum product:.v:.ty cannot be attg;ned unless
: )

R

‘ teachers are do.mg those th.mgs 'in which ’t;hey have

greatest competency. In teach.ing, students should be

<

'_encouraged to look for dJ.fferences as vWell as sJ.nu.lar t1es ’

™

' ..both in tbezr own behav.mr and attJ.tudes and J.n ‘the -

;‘(‘

~ ‘\'«

beha bﬁi‘”’tand attJ.tudes f others. a poem, for example,

\

WOuld produce certa:m effects’ in one student, several
« .
other react.zons J.n another,-"and no rea’ct.z.ons at aIl

in a tfurd student. This type of mUltid.imer;sional
teach.mg W.'Lll prov.zde th% necessarg avenue for . i:he

9
/ﬁpld development of. potent:!zal creat._z.ve,ab.llrt.les in

.

cIu.ldren. : : i L

A StrJ.ct adherance to oné method the tJ.ghtly scructured

. . )

plan and the rJ.gJ.dJ.ty of most .1.nnovat.1.ve programs ‘all

»
' conézbute to blocking the process of sensing gaps and

TV

&
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l : effect.mg means: of closure. The ideall teacher should’ e

P4 - : 4.

be an ecclectJ.c pragmatlst who changes and adJusts o ; .
. to the tone«,of hJ.s classroom and th_e notes of thé o ‘ ‘
- ' - o 1n\d.1v.iduals« in his classroom. k
",',;_". v . _ Before one declares the J.mpossrblla.tg of the task
bﬁ" \ - of developzng the creatlve potent.zal of the Samoan ‘ 4
i, - \ : ”

P

TR students, one is, fortunatelg, eanuraged by Kees.mg

v

who, many ggars”ago, declared the pos,sJ.bJ.lJ.tg and J N,

-
-

S
L]

achievements of the So%h PacJ.f.ic peoples ' R

? o E ' rSOClaI*SCIGHCJStS and practical workers llke

- ‘ -~ -are beginning to realize what great gulfs lie
- .,between many cultures, some of which have heen - i
- _ . moving along divergent lines for millennia. .To
3 S S  bridge them at all fundamentally and comprehensively

' ‘ presents,a tremendous educational task. It should

- v . require more than one generatlon, at the very least.
jﬁ‘», . - ‘ This is, especlallg true where Western and primitive
| ’ : } ‘cultures ave.involved, as they are or1ented so
- o . .. - differently. The task, however, must not "be oriented’
N v as impossible, even if so difficult. An increasing
8 ‘ numbers of individuals from South Sea groups have
already demonstrated that it can be done; indeed, _
some have shcﬁg%ggboutstandlng creative work their . a
ability to iis e materials of civilization brzlllantlg,
and several Wlth outstanding gen1us.29 '

o
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\, ' o Desg;i.te' the impact of cultural pressures, gsycha&-’»'.- . o , .
. | logigal stress and "strains; adherance to traditions ».‘ | A
and status quo; educational béndwagons’ and syndromes;
- Keesing still believes that fhe task is Quite possible |
of attainment. ' BT | ‘¥
If is "czteativity that took f:he United States-_to'
' the moon -and back. ‘1'At is creétiv.ity thaﬁ wiil éoon V
. ;'evea; the, seérec_t,} of the human genes and its wander; E
T | énd it .is, ‘certainly, creativity that.i.s needed to .
| bring American .éamoa,and ‘thAe rest of its. Sbu?:h Pacific
neigl;bors to the scheme of th.'mgsand out of the T o | o
status quo. f S |

- Comsistent ‘evidence indicates the plight of the. ] 7

Samoan s-.tudent in regard to developiriy his potént:fé’ls
~ in creative thinking abilities. His own family works .
against him; ‘his community; he schbbl;, the peer group

'azid even the views of himself all contribute to ‘suppress- .

o . .

» ' his pative creative abilities. e
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To answer the challenge ofﬁh.'is bidultuzal sett.ings T
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i and peer graup, i:he school must gang up w:.th time .m ' o o :
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