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‘.-in Early Ad¢lthood 1 “
J. E. Dunkelberger and Cheryl A. Sink 2/
" _ Auburn University Lt

yl
.
P 959

Education, in ﬁhe;senSe of formal schooling, is ‘&domiﬁéﬁtgcultural
> : O b

o
LN

valge in the United States. Americans have placed their "faith in educa- ° 4”‘€k*

- tion" as if it possessed a:magic all its own (Williams,'1956). Similarly,

I3

Algprﬁg;iye Educationdl Attainment Mechanisms \)
|
|
|

&

the belief that youtlt can aftain a rewarding socidi&anduecohomik place

, e \ ) .
in life is deeély embe@deé. ihe path or ladder. to éﬁ%s upward sgzial :
mobility and étatus is through education kReissman, 1959).
‘There exists a muiuaiiy reinforc%gg rélationship Seéngp edudati§n
and social mobility. Formal schooling provides. the knowledge,“skills,
. . iy -

"

and legitimation needed for succe3§fu1 %bbility outcomes. Sorokin (1959)

e

expresses the interface in this manner: : . -

In present Western societies, the schools represent : 7

oné of the most important channels of vertical cir- . b

culation. This is manifested in hundreds of forms.

Without university or college graduation,an indi-

vidual cannot factually. . . be appointed op obtain -

any prominent place among the high ranks of govern~“f ‘

ment or of mapy other fields; and, contrariwise, a

graduate with a brilliant university record is easily g

promoted and given a responsible position, regardless i
“of his origin and family. (p. 170) )

= - et

A : JU 3

. 1l/Paper presented at the Angual Meeting of the Rural Sociological
Society, San Francisco, August 23, 1975." Dpata reported are a part
of Southern Region 1‘?rojecg §-81, "Development of Human Resource
Potentials of Rural Yeuth in the South and their Pattérns of
Mobility." Funding of the research was provided under  Project

.- 327 (UsDA, Hatch), Alabama Agricultural Experiment Station,

| Auburn University. B M :
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2/ The authors are Associate Rrofessor of Rural Sociology and . - *
Sociology and Graduate Student in Sociology, Department of . .
Agricultural Economics and Rural Sociology.
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previous eras. Emphasis on formal training restrict the variety of -

- must be better understoéﬂ. Although the general impact of education is

iy ﬂ 2

One primary~fEature of a modern industrial society is the degree

to which the educatlonaﬁ 1nst1tut10n functlons to train youth for a
‘!;

o

alternative educatgpnalisgacts (Banga, 1968) . Demands of an -industrial
te - . '»‘vr/, L]
society for highly trained manpower haﬁwfbrced contemporary educational

|

- | (

diversity of occupational roles and to steer them along a variety of '
| |

institutions into a more“pronounced, a%though still latent, selective
N d *,

A
s . . . . . ~ o . ;
'xoriallocative funqhsgg;,aigg wide diversity of manpower needs existing ‘ /

T

in industrial nations and the heavy investment of so#?al resources in

o

education make this allocative function virtu511y mandatory. e ¥

Today, entry into an occupation has becomé' increasingly dependent .-
|

on formal educational qualifications.°;gﬁiteria for admission intp many

. . . ¥ 'Lf/ . . . » ."'.,
occupations are restrictive and nvolve‘hlghly specialized training. e
Gerth and Mills (1946) have translated Max Wéber description of this “
phenomenon as the Peducational pat@nt. By this Weber meant that only &
the products of the legitimizing educational system were marketable in t

an economic sense. The status qualifying mechanism was v1sua112ed as L=

[ ] b

the colLege or university dlploma much like 11neage had served in ) |

. T
legitimate means ‘through which youth may attain differeﬂt occupations.. §
- ¢ ..

As»employment spec1alizatlon increases, the primary aterlflcatlon o e
L

criterlon becomeggthe amount and type of formal educatlon a youth
°‘\

attains (Circourel and-Kitsuse, 1963). ,
‘;‘ ‘ )
. = - Problem
) @ M
The increasing role of formal education as the crlterlon for admls-

=

f; E - 0

o . W
sion into an occupation and for advancement to highey ranking statuses v

fairly clear, the specific 'mechanics of sthe process for different

@
.
m

[ ‘ ( 4 : B ) ' »




T

. T g s ’
" 5 . } : 3

- o

categories of youths and young adults is much less obv1ous. The process

for rural youth is perhaps even less well understood. What are the

patterns of educational utilization most applicable to rural youth?

Attention is giveﬁ*toathe variety of vocational and non-professional ’ .

skills, on the one hand, versus the more academic and professional

education most often identified with college or university training.

Traditienally, the“early years of adulthood immediately following

completion nf high\school are cr1t1ca1 for the use of different educa- “ 4?

‘:
= Al

tional alternatives. Decisions made at this junction are d;ificult to |

%
w - <

reverse or change. Blau and Duncan,(1967) state that "education exerts

4 © RS .
the strongest direct effect on occupational achievements, with the level -

on which a man starts his cagggz/béiﬁE\second," (pr 403). Of course, the AT

ievel ap®which entry into an occupation occuss is itself, largely a
. # .
function of formal training within the- educational system.

A period from completion of high school to four years later is the

It N .
time frame of concern in this report™ The early educational attainments .

of Southern rural youth are analyzed. Besides desctibing the early
~y &,
~ educational attaiuments of these young adults, attentdon is given to

L

I - - - & =" -
sele¢ted personal-characteristics of sex, race, and socio-economic

status, as well as to the social-psychological factor-of aspiration
[ - - .
-

) @ ~ . o 4 -

considered both as® an orientation goal and as a continuing adult value.
s
Data

In 1965,"a Southern regional~youth study 1nvolv1ng six states was .

initiated */ -Three waves of data were collected through 1972 for a

n

= b

panel of-approxfmafely 1,200 nonmetropolitan youth. The first and

I3
“

i ' .

*/ The six states 1nc1ude Alabama, Georgia, LouiSLana, M1351331ppi . .
South Carolina and Texas.. o o

gmﬂﬁ




. contacted flrst as sophomores in hlgh school‘ln 1966 or 1963* This
i ’ VJ
was followed by a second wave contact in the same hlgh schools in 1968

r;-,ex * ™

L‘, . - L) 3
second contacts 1nvolved’a much larger pool of: respondents who were . j
|
|
|
|
|
\

or l969iwhen the ‘same stuaents were seniors. No attempt was made to

NG
N\ locate vouth who had left school or were absent from schoal at either
point in’ time. ‘ )
<. a A e - B
N - The senior sample for whpm data was avallable from both contacts - 5
S i Y i ‘

répresented the pool of young adults from which a stratified ran@om

sample was drawn tévform the longitudinal panel.‘ Stratification was | o
¥ .

e by sex and race.. Data fromwthe third wamse contact was obtalned
z primarily through personal interviews, supplemenﬁed by mailed-ques- b

E - tionnaries and telephone 1nter?1ews ﬁherever&necessary.

. o ) ) . . .

i |

¢ B a o b - . . g
. . N . N . . = w s F

ST Variables _ .

The primary‘&ariable in the analysis is educational attaimment. Each
Y - - e . e B 7 b
. . young adult®was asked to indicate the "highest degrée or educational
- - program" cOmpleted. Astainment -levels ranged from high school diploma '+ * .~

--

chrough 4-year college Bachelor's degree. ngher levels of aftalnment oL
- . Were,found inappropriate at this career stage. -, . AP i
Educatlonal aspiration wasq%hother key varlable measur ed at twd’

points in time. One measurement occurred during the senior year 1n~h1gh

s

schobl when each respondent was asked the questlon' "If you couldhhave -

as much schooling as you desired, which of the following would you do?" &
Quit school right now
Complete high school ° |
. Complete a bus1ness, commerc1al ‘ ;
electronics or other technical 7 |
“ program afteriﬁinlshlng high
.o school

- L=
u

HONG - -




E
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-

DS

t :
—‘—*‘——"“"‘*—and'Semi kiIied*Taﬁbr), mlddIé (craftsmen}_foemen and sales and c1er1ca1

RIC .

e ‘%,
3

o o Ll -

4 [ ﬁ/‘ pAS

X Graduate from a 2-year junior
o o college
Gate from a 4-year college ; .
L - ) " or university v B
Ce T e 5 Complete additional studies after -
» . graduating from a collept or uni- .

4 vers it y "’ 3 . o,

-~

& - EL IS “ o ’

The second mgasurement occurred in the same quéstionnaire with the re-

kS * ﬁi

e, cordlng of exlsting educatlonal attainment. Wbrdlng of the quest;on -
- / hd L, .
‘ topled egactly that used-in preV1ous questlonnalreSs * The only dev1at10n

w x . s

ﬂas to introduce addltlonal spec1ficity‘in the nature of any post-college

Graduate with a Professional Degrez,
o Graduate with a Ph.D. Degree ,
. P . « » T i @ o <
R Finally, three descrlptlve varlables of sex, race and soc1o«econom1c'
- 1 / &
level were used. Only the latter of these needs spec1f1cat10n. The ques-

o

CE ““tion asked was: 'What is the major job held by the ma1n breadw1nner in
4
4 ‘tyour home 7" Occupations were categorlzed u51ng an adapted versxon of the

N \ . " | — hd

Edwards C1a331f1cation and comblned to: gbrm three strata: lower (unskilléd

) ~ 7 - » ¥ -J‘_r; W5, . 3 o
. training desired.” :Categories used wére: . -
L St ' N3 N ;
L S fat » B !
w? . Graduate with -a Master's~ Degree - . - %

»

2=

@

workers) and~upperk(profe331onals, managens and farm owners).

*

2
3

® -
o s - . “ .
. . &
. N - . . P
Raa -

o~ : ) Findings s a&«

<

Educatianal attainment in the restricted time’ frame of only four yagrs
after comple:1on of high school cannq: be congldered-culmlnated JJTrue,
. - N _
. there ;; a strong tendency for many youth to pursue formal education as.
i y w N ,
a routine 4-yeag endeavor. Mbreoifr, the cu&tural norm has‘been in this
" R -

~

@

Qdirection. However, the majority rural youth in this sample had tbm; N

@
%, -

. ™ oo . .
%l(ll' / by v, &

d

. i . . o -
pleted no post high school training of %ny type within the four year . '

« o Ao~ - ©

L ’



Ly

.~ had éq@pleted some type of special training of'a technical pature. . This

. & o - o

, ) : ) ” B 7
perioﬁ, Table 1. High school was still reported as the highest-level "

eduéational program compieted, by 63 percent.tlApbrgiimately 20 perceht - “q“~

= ¥

S Ve 8 ) 5 ’ )
was identified primarily with vocational trade 'school programs.“ibnly

& o

w

six percent had completed a communlty or junior. college two-year degree.

L. =
.

A college education ii.tradltlonally v1$uallzed as a 4-year program ’ }
cdmmenelhg durlng the fall follOW1ng hxé;ischool graduatlon and’ termxnatihg e
with sering raduatlon. Records of colleges and un1vers1ties suggest that i N
this- Seehln;ly ¥inear progreSblon is notwwidely achieved, at least ac-) B

cording to the éterotyped schedule.' These data support such a contentlon.‘

v

0nly~12 percent\of the young adults studied had completed~a college pro- -

()
= E

gram within the 4-year time frame. v .

5 o
Selectlvity in the patterns of educationalfattalnment already were ~

quite apparent relatave to a number Qf dlstlngulshlng descrlptlve charac-

u

L J
¢ teristics, Early educational attainment was selective on both race4and

socioreconomic status, but reIatively similar for bdthﬂé@xes aside from
N

rather small variations in tradltlonal ly sex—related educat1onal programs .

White youths were more l}kely than nonwhrte youths to have completed
AR
academic programs offered‘by ;unmor colleges and collegés or uanErSltleS4
Conversly, nonwhite youths were somewhat less llkely toéhave comgleted
any post~h1gh training, and when they did, it was more likel;wto be of a
technical typey: partlcularly of the klnd offered in the ullltary K<These

AN

Pl

differences are insightfui, glven the fact that these nonwh:te youth
represent a fairly select group.ﬁMO have completed high school and who

posses rather strong Achievement orientations.
a k4 " B

>
@

‘ ‘ . M | . ;_(( ‘ ‘ ) l ]‘8 : w “ B
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Socio-economic status clearly revealed the 1mpact of social ’

aefectivity on eaxlﬁ,educational attainment. About 2} percent of the

-+ » .' : \"

youth irom the upper atatug level had commleted college compared to

- ° e »

only:- 10 and 8 percent ‘of those from.middle and 1ower strata. The>

9
]

fdifference was not marked in tﬂe lowest\attainment category where 55,

percent of the.upper strata youth had completed nowpost-high‘school

education in contrast to 63 percent df‘the middle and 66 percent of the

~ - <

lower strata. Greatervuse of military trannng and ”vocational tradeﬁ‘,_;’«
programs vas made by yougL from the m?ddle ahd lower strata.

Mbn were somewhat more 1ike1}ﬁthanfwomen to have completed som;
typg of post-hlgb school education, however ,” women werj sllghtly more
llkelyato have attained higher eduoatlonal ‘levels w1thin the restricted

‘ 4-year time érame. Fourteen~percent of _the” women compared to only 10
percent of the men had- %ompleted college. Two types oi vocatlonal
training programsiwzre highly selective by sex. Mllitary tralnlng

-

s»programs had been]completed by 10 percent of the men and 7 percent of

- % “

l”ﬁJ
the women had completed a bu31ness or clerical program. In both cases

»

\’&z

virtually no members of the opposlte,sex used that particular mechanism
~ for attaining more education. o
i “‘ ) 0t e

" o

Current Educatiotial Status . ‘

A pertiégnt question in reference to educational attainment is the
Ny F

Y ) ,

extent to which progress is underway toward completian of some educa-
w, 4 « . .

B

tional program. To determine this, each respondent was asked: '%re
you presently attending school?” Sllghdiy less than one quarter of

\

these young adults\?ndicated being enrolled in some sort of edueaqionaly

AL

‘!3
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ﬁprégram. of theSe, the vast majo¥ity (6§Z) were enrolled in a 4-yéar:

B

college program and another 132 percent in- post-coilege, prafe551ona1 L

.programs.‘ AvVarlety of\}ocatijnalwand'bus1pess proggams accounted for N

_—_— . ¥ Ve

L4 C)w\ \j ,ﬁ bh
another 18 percent w1th the remalnlngwtwo percent - enrolled in Junlor . -2

2
= 3 .

°c011ege. v ‘ Lo . . s
th-pattern of enrollment or non-enrollment w1th respect to educa-
.
tional attainment revealed .a very high proportion, almost half, had L .

§

tailed tb somplete any post-High school tra1n1ng and were not enrolled

¥

‘ in any program, at the tlme ot the 1nterv1ew. Stated ad&ther way, only

A

one quarter of those young adults who had not completed any post-hlgh

E

~°educat10na1 pxogram, Table 2. By comparlson, 41 perceilt of those who
$ E ‘

had‘completeq‘college and 39 percent of those who completed junior college, °

school tra1n1 g were worklng activély’ toward complethn of some type

were still enrolled in an educational program. * ‘ ’

.

Predisposing Aspiraticn ‘ ;
HEASREEm L g) ©
, * Aspirations as goal orientations. were conceivedas predispositions
: . <A : o ) .
to educational behavior. As such they were believed to indicate the

tracts or paths which an in&ividual is'most,apt,to follow given suf-~

flcxent opportunity and personal motivation.

While in hlgh school the eduoatlonal asplratlons of the;e respondents
wert rather high, Table 3 More than half asplged to a college or univ-
e;sity degree and about half oféthgs number de51red spec1allzed academic i
or prpfessionalotraining beyond that level.. Another quarter of the ’
respoédenés gere oriented toward one of a variety of vocational or

“business programs. ! - s e

.




wrelatiyely,few persons aspiring to academic education actually attained

tained or surpassed their asplratlons than nonwhltes. Thé}most dlstlncb

ndifference was found for the soc1o~econom1c status variable. Early

: o 9

i 5 4

D

S As youﬁg adults, only 23 percent had attained‘of&surpassed the educa-
tioual goals of their youth. Among, theSe individuals were eight percent

_\»,_(

who desired no educatlon beyond hlbh school. and had merely malntained
that level. Very few young people aspiring to non-academlc training ¢

= »

actually had attained.education ¢f a more auademlc type. Similarly,

- b

non-academic training as dn altermative ccurse of behavior. It does not b

s @

appear that these two educational tracts are interchangeable for most

5 . - b Q
youth. .o ¢ ) ~,
. . -
; . .
Detailed analysis of the data for selected gategories of respondents
' R .

revealed similar patterns in each instance. jﬁomEn,were slightly more -

l/

I

ngel} than men to have attainedior sufpassed the educational aspirations

ident1f1ed during their youth (00% vérsus 27%) Rac1a1 differences were o

Qo

even lggs pronounced with whites only“sllghtly more likely to have at- -

s

-~ - *

) - |
attainment and aspirations were much more 11ke1y*to agree T attalnment - e
|

L,
& €5

surpass. asplratlons for those of the lower and mlddle strata where the

]

goals originally wate not as high. Young adults from‘upper strata back-~

grounds, who had the hlghest asplratlons wer® least likely to the at-

o

tained these -goals (32%, 314 and 21% respectmvely) durlng the first 4- . 0

yeafs follow1hg completion of high school. L ’ -

.
-

Concurrent Aspiration

o e ’ ((k' .'\!’ ‘

@ RN

In aspiratlon - attalnment atudles, little atbentlon has been given H ) '
U

to the”question of what happens to aspirations- in aduit llfe as. attainment

D




3

g . ja) o

The present panel data affords an op- ‘

or lack of attainment occurs.

portunity to investigate this question as it relatgé to educatjonal”

53 - ! . P ) . @
= - & . e

attainment. . w . vy T

“

o

Table & presents a matrix cross tabulating five types oﬁAeduéationifi\»

-

: K ; L.
training describing educational attainment and the concurrent edueationai

7 -
. Il - P -
B R I

aspirations for each young adult. The most prominent feature of thg%ﬂataf

R =%

LY

s « * ~ . .

' cugrenf;éducational‘éttainment. Only 10 gerqgnt of thes e réépondents

@

held aspirations similar to their attainments;' The wast majority aspired
: ) ¢ SR

More-

to educational goals highefbthan %héir current level of;a?tainmeny. .
over, the proportion bf réépé%ges within high aspiration levels was larger
¢ . 02 , :
- for fﬁeeresponden}s ggﬁadulté :ﬁaﬁ ithad been as youth' four years earlie:}:“ )
h . The change process ;pﬁéars to be one of“égal crységlizatien and specificitv

~in identifying the Rlnds of post-graduate degree pro;rams“dnd*the require=

° A W

. ments for entry into varloub profe5510na1 occupatlons.

[ =

PO X R
Because of the restricted time@frame of four years, attainmentg be-

»

yond the college or university Ievel were virtually 1mp0351b1e, although

5 - &

W/ s

as has already been shown, some respondents were already enrolled in such,
B

programs. Nevertheless, one of the most_prgnounced ﬁmprggsions obtained
) - ‘ g ”
from the data is the fact that educational aspiratioms remained high'u

; even among those who have comp&efed noagduq;lipnai pfqgrams bé;opd'high
Certainly, in the‘shortrun,;there is no evidence to Yﬂéic;;e°
. - - - - \l - .:‘) .
) ;»yhat educational aSpiratibns‘aré modified to mbreﬁplosely approach the - «
. , . . | . . . R “ .

realized levels of attainment: - - .; L

. school.

L” Cont;olllng ‘the educational attainment and COnLurant yuung adult

’ v ;:/ i
. - '

educational asplratlon matrix for sex, race and socio-~economic status

p - “
B 5 B @ .
: . 4 « g

) ) . T .
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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wof . ; .

. ) v ¢ . - T .
e ”revealeﬂ similar low proportions of respondents having equaled or sur- -

’ ’ opasSed their current asplratlons. Men had a slightiy‘larger proportion -
in this category than women (12% versus 11%). Racial differences were .

somewhat 1arger with”whites more likely to have ‘attained education .

» [ER “ ) «

equaling or surpassing their aspirations thag nonwhites (13% versus ~9%).

! And, socio-economic status revealed a slight but p051t1ve relationship

-

. between 1eve1 of educational attalnment and current adult asplratlon.

o ©

The proportlon of young adults who had equaled or surpassed thegr ] L3
: aspiratlons was nine percent in the lower, 12 pergent in the middie and

13 percent in the upper strata. v :

- -

Comments b

Viewed within a context of the central role formal education plays

in aqmod%rn industrial society, we have focused attention on the early

educational attainment of young adults in rural areas of the Southern
‘region. The first yéﬁrsufollowing cogpletion of public school educa-

® e

. * tion, as generally identified with the American high school, represent

A L a critical period for social mobility.
o “ )J .
In the present re%earch the specific time frame was four years.

If tradltlonal expectatlons concerning post-hlgh school education were

applicable;, this should ‘Rave provided a suff1c1ent period of time Eor a

majorlty of youth to have attained some at least preliminary educatlonal
- goals 1n,a‘sequent1a1 process. One finding was the questionable relevance v

- .

of a strictly conceived 4-year time frame. A much smaller proportion of

these young adults had completed some form of educatiomal program than
was expecteds Moreover, very few had-completed college during the first

four years following high school. Compulsory military service neces-

Y

a3 L T e




f; s 8itated by the Vietn;m,Whr could have beenfﬁ.céntributing factér‘%p this “ '
0for'y;uﬁg men;ﬁbut'it doés not explain whygéhe same pattern also held
© “for young women. ‘ )
. : . .
. Perhaps most striking about the data on early educationzl attainment
6 wﬁs the”relatfﬁ% P;mogeneity mbserQeé in the patterns of atta?nment for

ks

7 " different categéries of young adults. Although some relatively small-

. ) ) differences appeared by ‘sex, race and socio-economic, status, the basic
& ° &

I " "
patterns of attainment were similar. ‘For instance, men and women dif-

fered little 1nk;erms of the proportlons attamning each general level

of education, although the type of - tralnlng attalned within a level

&

varied somewhat along sex-role lines. The data revealed further that

- . s ﬁ N B
those young adults who compléted academic programs in contrast to ‘ ) N

v «

vocational, technical, business or similar programs aspired to-these

o $ .. .
levels and the reverse was t@ie of those aspiring to nomacademic programs. .

¥ . *
It was rare to find individuals shift,their educational tract from either -

s , : ) .
a nonacademic or academic ‘orientation. The tracts‘de not appear to sub-

T
: stitute for each other'shoﬁld barriers to attaimment be encountered or
unanticipated opportunities develop.

Consideration ‘of aspirations, both as an antecedent condltlon“to
eduéational attainment and as a concurrently existing attitude, afforded
new insight into; tﬁe nature of aspirations. There was llttlevobserved
indication thaQ‘educational aspirations were reduced to lower goal levels

- ) during early adulthood. Even young people who had attained no education

program tended to maintain rather high aspiratigns. In fact, the;e was |

some trend toward higher overall aspiration levels. Apparently this was

the result of greater specificity at the highe * goal levels as greater

SRR Y
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. awareness of educational requirements for various occupations increased.
We identified this phenomenon as an example of goal crystalization.
= “ ) R *,
Ju ‘ h .
I
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‘ T
! .
U ) .
(4] oy '
" ERIC LTS :




S

N
£z

. ‘fx Bihliographga
Banks, Olive - ot ‘iﬁ : .
1968 The Sociology of. Education. New YorkW Schocken Books.
o - . paw !
Blau, Peter and Duncan, A. D. . ) : ‘
1967 The American Occupational Structure. - ﬁ3§‘York: John Wiley &

. -gows,” Inc.

Coleman, James

1961 The Adolescent Society. Glencoe, Illinois: The Free Press
© of Glencoe. : » v 5
1968 "The Concept of Equality of Eduycaticnal Opportunity." Harvard

Educational Review. 68:7-22.

' »
Davis, Kingsley. .
‘1948 Human Society. New York: The Macmillan Co.

Cixcourel, Aaron and Kltsuse John

1973 , "The School as a Mechanlsm of Social Differentiation." pp. 219~
© 229 in S. Sieber & D. Wilder (eds ), The School in Soc1ety New
ank° The Free Press P

Gerth, H.H. and Mills, C. Wright (eds.) M

1946 Max Wgber: Essays in Sociology. New York: Oxford University
Pres, \Inc. “

5 “
Lav1n David g 5
1973 "Sociological Determinants of Academic Performance. pp. 78-98

in S. Sieber & D. Wilder ((eds.), The School in Society. New York:

The Free Press.,

»*

Mueller, Charles

s

Cities." American Sociological Review 39: 652-67.

Reissman, Leonard . “ o 5
1959 Class ip American Society. Glencoe,flllinois: Free Press. :

Sewell William, Haller A.0. & Portes, AleJandro ;
1969 « '"The Educatlonal and Early 0ccupat10na1 Attainment Process." |
American Sociological Review 34: 82 -92.

Shertzer, Bruce & Peters, Herman

1965 Guidance, Techniques for Indiv1dual Appraisal and Developmentd
London: Macmillan Co. ) : |

no1e | i

i
J
.
&‘
|

1974 = "City Effects on SOcioeconomic‘Kthievements: The Case of Large :




" 1959

Silverstein, Harry i
1973 The Sociclogy of Youth. New York: Mdcmillan Co.

- f ’
Sorokin, Pitrim : ) . )
y Social and Cultural Mobidity. Glencoe, Illinois: Free Press.

(=Y

Sw ney, Thomas J. .

- 1971 Rural Poor Students‘'and Guidance. Boston: "Hdughton Mifflin Co.

Trow, Mariin
1961 "The Second Transformation of American Secondary Education."
International Journal of Comparative Sociology 2: 144-166.

-3

_ Williams, Robin’ N

1956 . American Society: A Sociological Interpretation. New York:
Alfred Ao KnOpf. . ° .

Zeran, Franklin & ﬁiccio, Anthony

1962 Organization and Administration of Guidance Services. Chicago:
Rand McNally. ve ‘ :

I

(ary




N

| -

a

a

X = , i TABLE 1

*
¥ ) a

Percentage of Southern Ryral Youth Papel Achieving Different Levels of "Educational
Attainment by Sex, Race and Socio-Economic Status

i

)

- i All Sex _ Race Socio~Economic Status®
Educational Attainment Youth  Males :Wmamwmm Whites Nonwhites Lower Middle Upper
i — ===~ ===~ ==~ ~ - -Percent- - - =~ =~ - - = = = = = = - - -
High School o 62.8  61.4 647 59.9 66.9 66.2  63.1 55.5
Military . 5.6 9.8  —-m- 3.8 81 7.4 5.5 3.7
Vocational mmhrnowom»oww School ﬁwgwa.w ,Hu.w 9.0 (w.m 16.7 '10.9 11.06 7.8
" Business or Clerical J 3.6 0.7 7.4 3.7 3.6 4.4 26 4.0
Practical Nursing U .6 0.2 1.1 0.4 0.8 —~ 0.6 | 1.1
Jr. College . 5.7 6.8 4.2 7.2 3.6 Tk 7.0
College ’ "5 1000 136 152 0 6.3 7.6 9.6 20.9
Total Number (1215)  (691)  (524)  (711) (504) (367), (344) (373)

w
.

*There were 131 .respondents for whom SES could not be computed
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— TABLE "2

4

Educational Attainment Compared with Whether Young Adults
«'Were Currently Enrolled in an Educational Program

-

1nt9

Educatidnal Attainment . g Those Enrolled in School*
9 3 e Number Percent
¥s11gh School 175 , - 23,1
Military 10 - 14.7
hd ) - \:.
Vocational Technilogical School 10 8.1
B - ' .
Business or Clerical ) - 4 “ 9.1 =«
. Practical Nursing "2 - 28.6
‘v‘
Jr. College 27 39.1
College . 58 ' . 41.4
Total ~2e~—_ 228
‘ % Q - _ 0 .
* "Based on, togal number of cases--1209
[} >
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RN Cross Tabulation Matrix of Youth

! With Early.Adult Eduéational Attain

v o £

- TABLE 3

e

»

Educational Aspirations as, High School Senior

ment Four Years Following Completion of High

s (1968)
School (1972)

N

. ; Youth Educational Aspirations .
) . ) o ’ Vocational, tech. Junior o __.° R
Edycational Attainment , High Schoolw, business,, etc. College ' College  Professional Total
. — \ m
! ’ N T T T T T T T s s - -~ = - - - Percent = = = = = = o= oo oo o - ===
» ; “ = i * ’ 53
High School ﬂ 7.8 19.2 5.4 pm.w« 4 15.4 iy 63.5
. N + \ e e
/uﬂ%onmn»osmp Technolpgical Business, 1.6 - 8.6 2.1 54 3.0 zrﬁmd.k
,/mnn. - . : \ SN : )
Junior College ) ‘ rm—— 0.5 0.5 2.1 1.9 5.0
, ' - : e , ) ,
College o ! —— . 0.7 ——— " 3.6 5.8 11.1
’ Jmnommmmuonmp - —-——e | mm—e ~—— ——m ———e T e
B % ’ ?
9.4 29.0 8.0 26.5 mu.m (1060)
4 ' i} )
v o 3V ) & . ’ 4
i = & . 7 -
| ) N
L4 . ' v N
* ' = . ) - .
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Cross Tabulation Matrix of Early Adult Educational Attainment Four Years mowuc£w9m
~ Completion of High School (1972) with Adult Educational Aspirations (1972)

o

Adult Educational Aspiration

Vocational, tech.
business, etc.

College Professional

e

.

o = Percent = = = = - = = = = - - ~

#

23.0

w.o

3.6
10.5

>

44.1

7 - —
Educational »%nmmssmnm - Righ mn:om»\
£} \ r.., ' - -
High mmmoow . 2.9
& r

Vocational Technological wawwsmwm. 0.4

etec. ° ’ )
Junior Qmwwwmm ‘ ——
College . ——
Professional o —

., Total 3.3
. -
, ‘ )
Uﬂybv/

9%
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