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- was settled in the early 1700 s by the direct descendants of ’

tional practices and beliefs of the Cherryville community are <
‘described and defined: i.,e., the New Year's Shoot, Christmas
‘celebration, Easter observances, revival meetings, funeral-

izing,'hog killing, corn shuckings, and hunting, Certain

'vbeliefs;"(S) interrelate the culture and tradition with the

i&
A ABSTRACT .
‘ - .

A DESCRIPTIVE STUDY OF THE CULTURE OF THE SMAtL COMMUNITY OF; \
CHERRYVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA, AND ILLATIONS CONCERNING THE ' )
PRESERVATION OF THE LOCAL HIGH SCHOOL
BLACK, Augustus Melton . .
¥alden University 1975 u |

Advisor: Dr, George S. McSwain

The smail community of Cherryville North Carolina1

Germans, Scotch-Irish, and the Highlanders of SCOﬁiEBd‘ ]
These nioneers were sturdy, hard-womking,‘self-suificient

courageous, and industrious ‘people who were willing to pro-
vide -the necessities for the establishment of the community

]
and its concomitant religious educational, and governmental

Pl L]
institutlons Throughout the historybof«the community, the
citizenry has stehdfastly expressed their unwillingness to -
accept changes that deviate from their cultural background

and mores, Within this study specific cultural and tradi- s

locsal colloquialisms are listed and defined

The purposes of the study were to: (1) identify and

!

and preserve an accﬁrute record of the cultural practices and -

record insights to the culture of . the community; (2) include 7

preservation of the local high school; (4) documeut some of
+
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. . s

the uniqueltraditional praéticesigf the community%_(s)fdocu-

ment soms of the cclioguialisms useJ in the community; (8)
. f . _ )
present the community's position relative to the school sys-~

ol

tem and- the unified effort to support and preserve the local

wwhigh school; (7) !h@earch formally the celture of a small

:community which in and of itself has not previously received

»
~

any form of ‘academic analysis' (8) identify and infer

L

strengths to be* found in opp051tion to consolidation of

3

school systems: and (9) provide informatton that may be use-

ful in educational endeavors involving other small communi-

.

k)

The people involved in ﬁne interviews, focus groups,
and traditional prfﬁtices still cling to many praotices
beliefsﬂJand colloquialisms ‘that have been passed from gen-
erati;n to generation. The?iare proud of their community and
her institutions and prpgﬁams. |

o

Educators, sooiologists; anthropologists, governmen-

tal agents, politicians, and other persons involved in

d90151on-making within such commumpities must be constantly
aware of the fnndamentai andﬁbasic life style of the people
in their particular cultural setting. Only through compat-
ible understanoings‘and considerations for the uniqueness and
peculiarities of each cultural sect of each community can
worfnwhile decisions be made in the best 1nterest of all man-
kind, Certainly this speaks directl} to educational innova-

tions and change,: With‘ihese'channels of understanding‘and

considerations the acdbptance‘of change will be congruent

with civilization's advance through a postindustrial society,

]




Preface

- ; -

" Justification for writing a descriptive study re-

-

sides not merelyhid‘delineating the properties or appearances

of a subject sé that another may form a just conception of
that subject, ~This is important, but the treatment of the
subject should be combined with a profound thread of intel-
lectual and scientific reasoning and insight Eyery ef{ort

has been expended to ensure’such a descriptive study of the *

cuitugg of the small community of Cherryville, North Carolina,

~ and illations concerning fbekpreservation of theﬁlocal high

L

school ..

- The description of thé people, their culture and tra-
ditiods, beliefs, and colloqdiaiisms has been expressed
herein at a level of communication comparable to that of the
general population of the community. The use of this tech-
nique in the~writing hoppfully will enible the reader to gain
a better appreciation and fuller understandimg of these' peo-
ple and thei;xﬂife style as described in the presentation,

ffaditional and cultdral practices among the people

of the United~States have been the basis for implementing

many quality innovative changes in our educational and social

institutions by administraticns and public leaders. The

i
J

’ * ii
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concern for preserving these characteristics has motivated

3

the desire tn research and record insights and definitions of

” -

thé'culture of a small community, With the ever-decreasing
number of school districts and secondary schools in contrast
to the ever-increasing school population, the community of
Chefryviile'wasﬁchOqu to represent those small cultural and
traditional groups throughout America whoﬂoppose»gny form of
change in tééir schools and in the administration gﬁg public
control of their schools, A similar interest~}§;£3f4ected

in current educational and noneducational boéks and articles;
in recent and cohtempofary fecommenéations of ;mportant com-
munity,vreg}onal, state, and national‘education committees;
in legal-decisions related directly and indirectly to educa-
tion; and by people in other areas of communication,

In the body of this stédy the writer has tried t-
describe and correlate the histor§ of thé Chefryville commun=-
ity and its schools with fﬁe cultural and traditionalrprac-
tices, beliefs, and colloguialisms of its citizens. The
sections that follow séek to inform and describe the illa-
tions and conclusions drawn from the researgh,

8 ‘ u
tive study witll

It ié to be hoped that this descripo
enable educators, sociologists,:anthropologists, folklorigts,
and tﬁose who are interested in people and their ﬁéhits to
visualize alémall\community as just one example of the

iii




uniquéness’pf each soclety in the worldg, further, the éh1-
tural and traditloﬁél practices; beliefs and colloquialisms
of .such communities which have been passed from one genera-~
tion to the .next by oral history, must be recorded,

This study could never have been accomplished without

assistance from the maﬁy people of Cherryville of thege,

grateful acknowledgement must be expreésed to farmer

- Charles H, -Black and his wife, Run} D, Black, who gave valp-

able assistance in providing information and leads to re-
source persons, Sinecere appreciation is expressed to those
many people 1n‘Cherryvllle Township who so graciously con-
sented to be intervieWed and quoted, Thanks are due my wife,
Anne, end sons, Mel and”WesTefor allowing me tq“use their

.tine, My advisor, Dr, George McSwain supported and con-

,structively criticized with admirable talent,

Special thanks are expressed to my former teachere,
Mrs, Maude K, Carter, who instilled in me the goal of a ﬁh.D,
degree rather than a high school dropout, Miss Lois Hoyle,
and Miss Joyce“Ellis Walker

Thanks be to my God for this opportunity and the
blessings he has bestowed upon my life, for without faith I

would never have made it this far through the plateaus of

educational endeavors,

w

-~A, Meélton Biack
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. a INTRODUCT ION IR

r 3
e '

The citizens of America, staring directly into the
.face of a postindustrial society, have been corralled into
largé and ever-in?reasing groupilngs by elements of that so-
ciety whiChhféquife all to be alike, Throughout the daily °
life of every American, there are repeated directions and
guidelines which explicitly define m@n in an impersonal
fashion—-j&st like everybody eise, Th% computer lends ‘to

this impersonality in, that it neither reacts nor is able to

react to personal circumstances, Mzn no longer is known as

a personal being, but as an impersonal number, Even in
American eduéational 1nst1tutioné; where pérsonal interactions
and relationships are go 1m§ortant to the d;velopment of
individuals who can ;uccessfully cope with society, stuQents
lose their identity, 1 @

This loss of identity as expressed through cultural
and traditional practices,’beliéfs, and colloquiélisms

threatens t6 engulf the small community as well as entire

. races and ethnic groups., One such'&roup, currently involved

in a struggle to préserVe their cultural identity and tra-
ditions through cpposition to change, is the community of
Cherryville, North Carolina,

el




- Topics
The topicsyof this descriptive study are the culture

and traditions, beliefs, and collgquialisms of Cherryville,

\ .
Aﬁbrth Carolina, and illations concerning the preservation of

the local high school, Within this study are described and/
or defined specific cultural and traditional practices, be-
liefs, and local colloquialisms to include the New Year's
éhoot, the celebration of Christmas, Easter observance,
Ascension Day observance, revival meetings,utuneralizing, hog -
killings, corn shucﬁings, huntiﬂ;, and a listing of the afore-
mentioned collogquialisms,

Purposes of the Study

v .
The purposes of this study were to:

1, Identify and record insights to the culture and
traditions of the community,
. Include and preserve an accurate record of the
local cultural practices and beliefs,
‘3. Interrelate the culture and traditions with the
preservation of the local high school.
4, Document the unique traditional~pract1ces of
the New Year's ShOOt,.Aséension Day, Easter cele-
‘bration, Christmaé observances, corn shuckings,

hog killings;'hunting, and funeralizing,

5. Document the colloquialisms found in the commun-

ity.
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o ! 3
Present the‘;omhunity’s position relative to the
échool system, thékunified effdrf‘to support and
breserve the iocal high 8ch?ol;

Reseéarch formally the culture of this small com~

munity which, in and of itself, has not previously

received any form of academic analyéis,
Identify strengtps to be found in opposition to
consolidation of school systems,

Provide information useful in educational en-

deavors involving small communities, *

Hethodologx

*
‘the procedures emplqud to gather current and his-

torical information about the Cherryville community and its

-people's cultural and traditlonal practices and beliefs were

the following:

1

.

Personal interviews with lifelong residents of

Cherryville Township who were knowledgeable of

- the history of the community;

Personal interviews with lifelong residents of
Cherryville Township who were kngwledgeable of
the history of the community sch;ol system;
Personal interviews with lifelohg residents of
Cherryville Township who were knowledgeable of
the cultural andrtraditional practices and be-
liefs and colloquial;sms to be found within the

community;

(id1 3




10.

l the community; and

Analysis of focus groups;“structured to relate

the cultural practices and beliefs of.the community;
P;rsonal parti@ipation iﬂ community pructiceé and
beliefs; /

Colleqtions of oral history through interviews;
Personal oﬁservations of the commuaity's cul-
ture and traditions;

Historicaluresearch drawn from existing compunity
recdrds; |
‘ K

Tape refordings of some of the celebrations in

Y

Photographs taken of traditional community activ-~

ities described in detail in a later chapter,

U014




CHAPTER I1I

§ ' HISTORY OF CHERRYVILLE

s

- \;~ ” | iﬁ The small incorporated town of Cherryville, North

Caroliéi; is located near the Blue Ridge Mountains, within

. twenty~-five miles west of the Catawba River, very near Indian
Creek and the South Fork of the.Catawba River, Although two
centuries a%d the land was wilderness, it offered the re-
sources needed for the subsistence of the feﬁ hardy pioneers
vho settled in the area, Most of these early pioneers were
direct descendants of the Germans, Scotch-Irish, and th?
Highlanders of Scotland, Those few settlers whc first found
the land appealing, and those who later followed, were charac-
teristically sturdy, hard-working, self-sufficient, and in-
‘dustrious people typical of their ancestry., They were
courageous and willing to face the ever-present dangers of

1ife in the wilderness.1

Early Settloment

wild animals lurked in the wilderness into which the

p4oneers came to build their homes and to earn a Fivelihooi

1Joseph R, Nixon, The German Settlers in Lincoln
County and leetern North Carolima (Cherryville N, C.: The
Eagle Publishing Company, 1915), pp. 2-5,.

1:5 5




- U ' 6
for their families, The homes these early settlers built

vere typical of the Kmerican frontier dwelling, usually con-

sisting of a basic structure of one large rocom with a dirt

- floor, The walls were constructed of habd-hewu maple or pin®

logs with corners formed by interlockings in the chipped de-
pressions in each log, The cracks were filled with mud and
st;ay with the light openings omitted near tﬁe celling., The
roofs were formed by the positioning of slate with tar used
as a sealant, There was nd separation of the interior area
except for the loft in the upper ceiling. Once thé-ckn;
struction of the home was completed, there was the‘chofe of
clearing the land with their handmade lmplements of axes,
plows, and hoes, |

Throgghout this early periéd of settlement,‘the dan-
ger of Indian attacks was evér-present. Fortunately, the

tribes which were scattered through that part of;North Carp~

. i :
lina were the Catawbas, who were more friendly and less war-

[
!

l1ike than the Cherockees to the west, ‘Buf on occasions the
Cherokees, as an expression of their resentment toward the
white man's intrusion, raided the white settlements in this
area, But the Catawbas, with~v111age§'on Muddy quk Cqéek
northeast of the present Che;ryéille community éhd&on Indian

Creek, were amenable to bart%rihg and peaceful coexistence.1

IW,V?, R@binsén, Cherryville, North Carolina, per-
sonal papers dated 15 Februsary 1962,

116
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The first pioneer family to settle in the northwest
section of what is now Gaston Coﬁ;ty, North Carolina, was
that of Thomas Black sometime in‘fhe late 1740'§ or“farli
1750's.1 At that time the area was officially the western
ﬂorthﬁ:ofAnson County, But the area was to undergo many
name changes‘bver the next century until finally being desig-
nated Gaston Count& in December, 1846, These changes began
in 1663, when Charles I made grants to the Lord Proprietors,
eight personal friends, govering all of Carolina stretching
from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific Ocean and falling
within the limits of 30° to 38° North latitude, Ite disso-
éluti4n came in 1728 when Carolina was divided into three
counfies: ilbemarle, Bath, and Clarendon, Bath was the
territory south of Albemarle to the Cape ¥ear, part of which
was to.become Gaston County,

' JThis land area called Gaston was derived through the
following progression: Lincocln from Tryon, Tryon from Meck-
lenburgj Meckléhburg from Anson, Anson from Bladen, Bladen
from New Hanover Precinct of Bath., In 1749 Bladen was di-
vided, theywestern portion becoming Anson, In 17@2 Anson was
divided, Mecklenburg becoming the western portion: In 1768
(effective date April 4, 1769) Lincoln and Rutherford coun-

o4

ties were formed out of Tryon, Rutherford becoming the j

B linterview with Forrest Black, Lincolnton, North Caro-
lina, 7 August 1974,

B




8
western part and Lincoln the esstern, and with this division
Tryon County was aboliehed. In 1782 Lincoln was enlarged and
again in 1784, from which date until 1841, when Cleveland was
formed, Lincoln included all of the present Lincolr, Catawba,
Gaston, and a large part o} Cleveland counties, In 1841
Clevef;ndﬁwas formed out of a part of Lincoln. 1In 1846 Gas=
ton Cou;ty came into exitence through legislative act, deriv-
ing its name from the Honorable William Gaston,‘forkmany
years Associate Justice of the North Carclina Suprene Court}
Gaston County was diminished in size by a special election in
1915, the result of which was an increase of the acreagé of \
Cleveland County, leaving Gaston County with its present 363
square miles of land area,l. ’

As mentioned eariier, in this land area along Indian

e

Cr;ek-\iﬁomas Black took ownership of 380 acres and filed the
reco;d in the coanty courthouqb of Mecklenburg on November 23,
1762, This tract of land adjoined that of Valentine Mauney
and lay on the south side of Indian Creek, It was on the"
Valentine Mauney property that the area's first\organized

church body built the present Antioch Methodist Church and
cemetery in 1804,2

e,

1Joseph H, Separk, ed,, Gastonia and Gaston County,
North Carolina (Gastonia Separk 19465 1,

2fnterview with W, T. Robinson, Cherryville North
Carolina, 12 November 1974
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After living most of his life on Indian éfeek, Thomas
Black moved his family to what is now Cleveland County, ﬁhere
he lived until his death in March, 1779,! His son, Ephrian,
returned to the oldghome place and surrounding lands to rear
two sons, Stephen andﬁ&homas, Upon the death of E;hriam
Black, Thomas Black was issued a land grant in 1790 for all
tPe property of his family‘'s holdings, Both Thomas and
éfephén lived in ‘this area along the main"roadﬁay between
Atlanta, Georgia, via Spartanburg, South Caroliaa, to the
Charlotte, North Carolina, area and points north, Through
the yaars~this roadway became known as the Ol1d Post Road,
- Along the roadway was an old stagecoach stop located dh the
present property of the Black faﬁily on the south side of
Indi;n Creék. This stagecoach station is an old log cabin
"with an annex used as a kitchen, It*still appears to be
waiting for the next stage to stop for supplies, Augustus
;Meiton Black is the last of a long 1ine of gescendents to be

born in the log house, and he still resides on”the“property

g .

of hispforefathers. |

In the mid-1850's Henry Sumnitt opened a general merﬁ
cantile business on the southwest corner of the intersection @
of the 0O1d Post Road and the Morganton Roadway, Summitt had
come to tHis location from a nearby Fettlement in Lincoln

County, North Carolina.1

Icherryville (North Carolina) Eagle, 4 October 1974,




Postal Service

As the population and businesses increased in the
area, the need for postal service bpcéme great, ~On Septen-

. i
ber 9, 1854, through the efforts of the city fathers in com~-

|
l
|
0 ]
munications with the U,S, Post Office Department, a post
foice was granted for the area just south of Iandian Creek,
Thiﬁﬁgh ~hi§ successtul‘fouq@iné of fhe‘post office, an ef-
fort lediLy Benaja Black, a ﬁame was git¥en to the community
) from the major significant langiark of‘a hugeﬁwﬁite pine tree
in front of the buildin%,to be used as the bost office on the
property owpned by Benaja Black,

In this building, which housed the first post office
of White Pine, North Carolina, Postmaster Benaja Black was
the'proprietor of several businesses, These included a gen-
fgral store, saw mill, coffin factory, and a liquor distribu-

ﬁtOrship, It was in the post office that he sold bonded
whiskey since it was legal due to the government-operated
distilleries, These distilleries sprang up throughout the
aréa until the ;egion became in the early 1880's the banner
whiskey county o% the State, This may be attri?uted to the

large quantity of corn produced along the wateﬁ/coursee of

Indian Creek, Lick Fork, and Muddy Fork.! Today, the old

Iy, T, Robinson, Cherryville, North Carolina, personal
papers, . T i

Q 1020




V ) : ‘ ©o11
post office building‘is pregerved on the Benaja Black propQ* ’
erty by his granddaughtér;vVéra.Bla;k Hoyle . 1

During the period from March 7, 1859, to May 22, 1860,
post office service was discontinued in the community,
Through the efforts of the local townspeople, the service was
reestablished with Jacob M, Rudisill as the postmaster, Since
the founding of the first post office in 1854, the postmas-~
ters have been involved in the community's growth and devel-

opment, Persons who have served the community in the

capacity of postmaster/postmistress, with the dates indicated,

are:

Benja Black
Jacob M, Rudisill

i

9/09/1854~ 5/22/1860 |

5/22/1860-11/02/1865

Miss Margaret Summitt 11/02/1865- 3/08/1867
Miss Sarah J, Summitt 3/08/1867- 7/10/1868
John W, Quinn 7/10/1868~ 1/26/1875
Henry Summitt 1/26/1875- 1/06/1880
William J* McGinnas 1/06€/1880~ 4/16/1889
Marcus M, Huss 4/1 ‘1889~ 6/22/1893
. levi H, J. Houser 6/22/1893~- 7/05/1901
‘Jonas L. Stroup 6/28/1897- 7/05/1901
John J, George 7/05/1901- 6/26/1905
Thomas E. Summers 6/26/1905~- 8§/24/1909
David S, Thornburg 8/24/1909- 6/18/1913
A, H, Huss 6,/18/1913- 7/18/1929
James B, Houser 7/18/1929- 4/28/1930
Dorsey Upton 4/28/1930- 9/25/1934
John Mostetler 9/25/1934- 4/15/1950
Alfonso Beam 4/15/1950- 3/28/1952
Raleigh J, Putnam 3/28/1952- 1/01/1974
Ben H, Holland 1/01/1974- Present2

lpefsonal interview, Cherryville, North Carolina,
2 February 1975,

2"Postmasters and Postmistresses of White Pine and
Cherryville,' Cherryville (North Carolina) Eagle, 4 October
1972, sec, 1, p, e dates. served by Dorsey Upton and
John Mostetler were confirmed through interview with Doris

el
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All the aforementioned men and.women who served ag

postmaster/postmistress were lifelong members of the community

when they were appointed by the Presf%ent of the United’
States, except Ben H, Hoilandg‘lhe prééent postm@ster, who
lived in Charlotte, North Carolina, at the time‘he was ap-
pointed to the Cherryville Post Office,.

Elizabeth Brown Black, the wife of Stephen Black who

lived near the Old Post Road, was inclined to ﬁlant cherry
v . .

seeds and then tranéplant the small trees in ?he corners of
the rail fences that stretched along the side% of the road,
This practice was adopted by othefs\living oa‘the bhorders of
the, roadway until in a few years a long strq&ch of the 0Ol1d
Post Road was callé; Cherry Lane.c Elizabetg Black subse-
qt;éntly coined the name Che{ryville for the community, The
name of the postoffice was changed from White Pine to Cherry-
ville on November 2, 1865, by ghe postnistress, Miss Margaret
Summitt, who was encouraged to’ma;e the fbrmal change by the

citizenry of the community.1

Incorporations and Community Development

The community contipued to function as an unincor-

porated body with the postmaster/postmistre§s serving as

Upton, Vale, North Carolina, daughter of Dorsey Upton, 5 March
1975, The dates for Alfonso Beam were confirmed by his widow,
Mrs, Alfonso Beam of Cherryville, 5 March 1975, The 1 Janu-
ary 1974 terminal date for Raleigh J, Putnam and the 1 Janu-
ary 1974 to present dates for Ben H, Hcolland were from
personal knowledge of the writer,

lvpostmasters and Postmistresses," sec. 1, p. 3.

22
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unofficial leader until Cherryville was officially incor-

porated by the North Carolina General Assembly on February 2,
1872 The incorporation act gave instructions and defini-
tions for the organization of the community, These included
the official name the structure of the goveraing body, and
the establishmeat of the corporate limits The corporate
powers were vested in five commissioners and one mayor, all
to be elected by the qualified voters of the town. The cor-
porate limits begqg’at a stake one-half mile south of the
railroad depot, running thence west one-half mile, thence
north one mile, thence east onme mile, thence south one mile,
thence to the beginning,

The bill to incorporate the town of Chétryville was
introduced by Hepresentative Gullich, The reading and sub-,
sequent referral to the Committee on Counties and Towns led
to the simultaneous introduction of the bill in the House of
Representatives and the Senate as H.B, 280 and S.B. 407, re-
spectively, After the third rfading in the Senate on Febru¥
ary 2, 1872, S B, 407 was ratified and Cherryville became
1ncorpora‘ted,1

On February 19, 1881, the North Carolina éeneral As-

sembly issued a new charter for the incorporation of the

INorth Carolina General Assembly, Private Laws,
Proceedings of the 1871-72 Session (Raleigh: n . p.), Chap.

; Conu2d
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town of Cherryville, This second action for the incorpora-
tionvof fhe community was due to the expansion of the cor- .
porate 1limits by one-half mile in all directions, This 1881
act, unlike that of 1872, named the officials of the town to
hold office until a regular election could be held, Mr, F, Z;
Sides was appointed mayor and W. J. McGinnas, L, M, Dillin-
ge;‘(Dellinger), R, W, Carroll, and ¥, Medlin were appointed
as commissioners, Mr, G. W, Bess]was appointed the Town

Marshall, The 1881 act also stated, as was not done in the

1872 incorporation action, that the town commissioners had

-the. power, upon giving thrity days of notice, to submit to

the qualifled voters of Cherryville the question of licensing
the sale of altoholic beverages, The act further gave the
definitions for violating its provisions as a misdemeanor,
Any vioiator, upon conviction, was to be fined not less than
three dQIIars nor more than ten dollars, or be imprisoned not
less than five days nor moré’than twenty days, at the discre-
tion of the town court,1 The men appointed by the 1881 in-
corporation act served until the town held its first election
in the fall of 1881, Mr, James C, Elliott became the first

elected mayor,2

lipig,, Proceedings of the 1881 Session (Raleigh:
nopo)’ Chap. 26’ ppo 681-6820

2City of Cherryville, North Carolina, Minutes of
Meetings of the Town's Board, 1881,
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On March 11, 1889, the North Carolina General Assem-
bly ratifie& an;ther act to incorporate the town of Cherry-
vfllg, This- act replaced the 1881 incorporation act due to
the need for new poﬁers Snd’organization(for the governing
structure,; Rather than amend the previous act, the legisla-
ture siﬁply drafted a new bill, The i889 act redefined the \
corporate limits from a central point in the intersection of
"the public roads known as theAOId Morganton Highway and the
Carolira Central Railroad, Section 3 of the act for in-
corporation gave: |
That the officefs of said tawn shall consist of a mayor
and three commissioners, : , , Named persons shall fill

said offices until the first Monday in May, 1889, and
until their successors are elected and qualified, to wit:

Mayor, W, J, McGinnas; Commissioners, S, S, Mauney,

Ppter Feam, and A, W, Howell, Said officers ., ., . shall
take and subscribe gn oath to support Consitution of the
United States, and the Constitution and laws of the State
of North Carolina, and shall appoint a marshall, secre-
tary and treasurer, who shall hold their respective of-
fices for one year and until their successors are ap~
pointed or qualified, 1l

The ffrst Mondgy of each. year was designated as the
annuai election day fo} the town's governmental officials,
Section 5 of the act defined residency for the right to vote
as ninety days, The power to levy and collect taxes was de~
fined in the sixth section, The final section of the third
1ncorporafion act made it unlawful for any persons to sell

any spirituous liquors within the corporate limits of the

INorth Carolina General Assembly, Private Laws, Pro-
ceedings of 1889 Session (Raleigh: n,p.), Chap. 214, p., 892,

{1025
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town of Cherryvil}g, ﬁOrth Carolina, The“qnly exception for
the sale of intoxiéants was awarded the druggists, who were
able to continue tﬁe sale of spirituous liquo;s for medicinal
purposes,1

Those who served/as town 6fficials in Cherryville's
early life were faced with many problems, With the growth v
of the c;mmunity there was the demand for streets and other
necessary public utilities., The health of the community and
\dealing with public intoxication and the resultant public
disorders were muajor -problems, It was difficult during the
1890's for the few churches in the corporate limits to hold
vweekend worship services because of the interference from
digsorders caused by drinking alcoholic beverages, thereby
creating large noisy gatherings on the streets. The town
commissioners had to hire special policemen to stay on the
outéide of churches during the nights on which services were
held ip order to quiet this rowdiness,

During this period of the 1890's, a smallpox epidemic
'struck the community., The town officials constructed a pest
house in which the victims of the disease could be treated
by Dr. W, H, Houser, who was compensated by the town.
Throughout the epldemic, those men and women who had recov-
ered from smallpox voluntarily cared fofJothers stricken by

the disesse 2 ' :

l1bid,, p. 893,

’

2"Smallpox " Cherryville (North Carolina) Eagle,
4 October 1972, sec, 1, p, 3,

(U246
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The religious influence throughout the community was
evidgnced by the esfablishmen£ of several church fellowships,
These groups expressed their Protestantism through the fcol-
lowing denominations with indicated dates of their first
meetings as a formal body of believers: Mt. Zion Baptist,
18571; Presbyteriam Church, 18832; Methodist Church, 18833 ;
Lutheran Church, 18834%; and Cherryyille Baptist, 18935
Other Christian organizations that developed after the end
of the ninetee?th century 1ncludedrthe Wesleyan Methodist,
Nazarene, Church of God, Faith Baptist, Second Baptist, All
Saints, Fairview, Calvary Baptist, Rudisill Chapel, and Oak
Grove Baptist,

Mucb of the land and materials used in the construc-
tion of the various churches were donated by the townspeople

in order to add to the spiritual growth of the community,

linterview with Rev, L, A, Gable, Pastor, Mt. Zion
Baptist Church, Cherryville, North Carolina, 12 February
1975,

2Cherryville (North Carolina) Eagle, 4 October 1972,
sec, 4, p. 3. LT )

. Sinterview with Rev, Glenn McCauley, Pastor, First
United Methodist Church, Cherryville, North Carolina, 12 Feb-
ruary 1975,

4Interview with Rev, Jack Smith, Pastor, St. John's
Lutheran Church, Cherryville, North Carolina, 12 February 1975,

SPaul D, Robins, ed,, Bulletin of First*hagtist
Church, June 23, 1968 (Cherryville, N, C.: The Eagle Publish-

ing Company,K 1 85, p. 3.

e
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ggﬁssph Biack, son of Stephen Black, donated to the church
their personal cemetery, known locally as Black Grave‘Yard,
for burial plots for the members of Cherryville Baptist o L
Churﬁh This burial area was deeded to the City of Cherry-
vville and 1s used as the city cemetery.ld
The first textile plant organized in Cherryville was
in 1891 and called the Cherryville Manufacturing Company,
This was the birth of what was to be the primary industry of
the qpmmunity for the next seventy-five yearé. A few years
later Gaston Manufacturing Company and Vivian Cotton Mills
began operations, Other mills dealinékin the mﬁnufacture”of*
? yarn and cotton products have been built since and are as »
” follows: jHowell Manufacturing Company, 1907; Rhyne-Houser
Manufgcturing Company, 1919; Carlton Yarn Mill, 1922: and
Blackwelder Textile Company, 1944, All of these companies
are currently in operation, headed by locail fanilies even
though some have modified their coupany names.2 Co.
Other industrial organizations argfthe Cherryville
Foundry Company, Dixie Lumber Company, Cherry Concrete Pro-
ducts Company, Carolina Freight Carriers Corporation (cur-

rently one of the largést motor freight carriers on the

nterview with Clyde Hayes, Cherryville, North Caro-
lina, 9 October 1974, :

2"A Chronolog of Textile Growth," Cherryville (North
Carolina) Eagle, 4 October 1974, sec, 3 p. 1.

o H028
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and several small kpitting

The growth and development of the community has been

under the leadership of the following mayors, with the

length of service indicated by the years in office:

F, Z, Sides
J. C, Elliott
Unknown _
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McGinnas
Rudisill
Gardner
Rhodes
Dellinger
Mauney
McGinnis
Houser
Rudisill
Houser
Huss
MclLuard
Houser

on L., Houser

Hendricks
Webb

ggndricks
udisill
Houser

John J. George
“F, U, Mauney

George S. Falls

James

David P, Dellinger

Harry
James

S.

wsmrwz

B.
V.

Edwin Rudisill

v.
T.
R,

L, Beam

H, Allen
‘L, Beam
Butler

Boyles
joss

Moss
Robinson
Woltz

AarOn B. Moss

H, A, Blackwelder

lcity of Cherryville, North Cdrolina Minutes of
“ Meetings of the Town's Board, 1881-1974,

(029

1881-First election

1881-1882
1882-1889
1889-1892
1892-1894
1894-1899
1889-1901
1901-1902
1902~-1903
1903-1904
1904-1906
1906-1907
1907~1908
1908-1911

1911-1913 .

1913~1915

1915-Resigned prior to
’ 1916 election
1916-Until 1916 election

1916-1917
1917-1918
1918-1919
1919-1920
1920-1921
1921-1929
1929-1931
1931-1933
1933-1935
1935-1937
1837-1939

1939-Resigned prior to
1940 election ~

1940-1941
1941-1947
1947-1949
1949-1955
1955-1963
1963~1965
1965-1973

1973-Present1
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Today the town of Cherryville is transverseg and ac~
cessible by North Carolina State Highways\lso, 277, and 275,
and the Seaboard Coastline Railroad. Within~ihe corporate
limits is a population of approximately 4,559 persons with an
addi?}onal 2,723 persons in the perimeter area which con-
sists mostly of rural farmland., Over the past ten years the
“ ‘
total increase @f population of 754 persons is shown~in the
latest towh census.l A recent self-study noted that:
Cherryville is not a transient community in that the in-
habitants are, in most part, direct descendants of the
early pioneer families, Thﬁb area has been and is their
home, All of this does mach to create a real desire to
work honestly and consciegtiously for the betterment of
the school and community,
J
The basic economy of the community has an effective
buying income per hodrthold of $9,507, totaling a combined
annual retail sales in the businesses of $15,831,212, This
effective buying income is produced by the workers in farm-

p-n‘

ing and the major industries.,' Blackwelder Textiles Company,

Burlington Industriesfasurlington'Pinnacle, Carlton Yarn Mill,

Carolina Freight Carriers Corporation (one of the three larg-
est motor frieght carriers on the eagtern coast of the United

States), Dora Yarn Mill, Gaston Dyeihg Company, Hewlet

ljeff C. H, Hu, Population and Economy, Cherryville,
North Carolina (Raleigh N. C.: Division of Community Plan-
ning Department of Conservation and Development, 1973),
p. 15,

v
b

Zé Self-Study Report (Cherryville N, C.: Cherryville
Public Schools, 1968!, sec, 3, p. 5.

030
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Knitting Mill, Howell Hanufacturing Company, Knitronics Knit-
ting Mills, Meade Knitting lill Company, Nuway Spinning Com-
pany, Riverside Athletic, R&W uanufacturing Company, Sweetree
Mill, and Troy-Don Company are the principal industries.1
The town's governing body 1is elected every two years
and consists of a mayor and four councilmen, The services
and operations of the town are administered byja city mﬁnager
under the authority of the thn board, The‘filancing of the
services offered by the Streét Department, Sanitatiok,nepart-

ment, and Police Department is derived from a8 65¢ ad valorem
~

. tax per $100 current value based on 100 percent valuatiah

for the fiscal year, 1974, ' % ;

-

twenty-two Pro%estant church groups with rep&esentation of

The community's institutional facilities include

the Baptist, Presbyterian, Methodist, Nazarene, Holiness,

Congregstional Lutheran, Wesleyan Methodist,ﬁEpiScopal,

Church of God, and Four Square sects, Cherryville National
Bank, Carolina First National Bank, and Cherryville Savings
and Loan Assoc1ation offer the major financial services,
Medical services are limited to two private pracEice family
physicians, but a large modern county hospital is located ap-

proximately twenty-five miles south of the community in

Gastonia, the county seat of Gaston County, The community

1Qberngille (Cherryville, N, C.: Chamber of Commerce,

1973).

{
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&lso has tyo optometrists, two dentist, one chiropractor,
and two aétorneys.

The Cherryville Publ;c Library, housed in a modern
building on East Main Street, contains in excess4of 25,000
volumes, with over 4 000 cardholders in the»cﬁmmunity
Cherryville has two public recreational areas with tennis
courts, ball fiélds, basketball courts, shuffle board courts,
playgrghnds, horse shoe pits, and picnic areas, There are
also four private recreational clubs operated by Club Caro-

lina, Cherryville Country Club, Dellview Acres, and Carlton

."Yarn Mills, The Cherryville Eagie is a weekly newspaper with

a ci&culation of approximately 5,000, and in the opinion of
’ A j

the gditor of the newspaper, has a readership of nearly

15 OJ§ 1 Civic ‘groups, fraternal and sorority organization7
are rep£;sented in the community by the following: Lions
Club, Rotary Club, Woman's Club, Junior Woman's Club, Junior
Chamber of Commerce, Optimist Ciub, American Legion,:Amefi-
can Legion Auxiliary, Veterans of Foreign Wars, Chamber of

Commerce, Merchants Association, Parent-Teacher Association,

Exchange Club, Band Parents Club, Ironmeé 's Club, Masonic

‘i &
L

Lodge, Eastern Star, Knights of Pythlas, Woodmen of the
World, Music Club, Book Club, Garden Club, and The Brother-

hood,

)

1Interview with Fred K, Houser, Cherryville, North
Carolina 20 February 1975,




The public school system 1nc1uées East Elementary
with grades kindergarien, first, and secondg Soutnh Elementary |
School with érades four, five, and six; West E&ene;tary“School i
with grade three; Cherryville Junior High School with grad?s J
seven, eight, ;d% nine; and Cherryville Senior High School

L with gtaﬂés ten, eleven, and twelve, Each school is admin-
1stered,ky avprincipal apgointed by the Gaston County Board I
of Education, / {

The Gaston County School S;stem is directly respon-
sible to the Board of Education, which consists of nine mem-
bers elected by the cumulativ% registered voters of the'’
cohnty; The. one representative of Cherryville must be a
resident of Cherryville Township and must receive an appro-
priate number of votes throughout the county, Perso;s 11v4Pg
in the Cherryville area of Gaston County and registered aa’
candidates compete only within the specified distriq{, even
though thg‘voting is countywide, Members who have sérved on
the Gasto; County School Board since the consolidation of the
three systems of Gastonia City Sghools, Gaston County Schools,
and Cherryville Schools into the present Gaston County School
System are D. R, launeyw Jr., H, A, Blackwelder, and Howell
StrOu;: The latter has”;erved continuously since 1969,

The? governing gﬁdy ot Gaston County is the Gaston

?
County Board of Commissioners, which ig composed of six mem-

s bers representing each of the six townships within Gaston g

i}
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County. The represenéitive from Cherr&ville, C. Grier Bean,
has served since 1956, Tgis official of Cherryville Town-
ship, as well as the other five, is elected by a countywide
vote, ~“ But each representative is elected from among only

those candidates in his township,

. L=
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CHAPTER II11

A HISTORICAL INTERPRETATION OF THE EDUCATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT AND ORGANIZATION FOR CHERRYVILLE,
GASTON COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA ”

intkle information could be found concerning the

> §

earliest schools of the Cherryville community-;often;refexred
to as the Morrison School District before the IQOst. The
communiiy and neighboring settlements had their teacher(s)
and a small school in sesgiﬁﬁ‘fog a few months each year,
_usuailf beginning at the time of "laying by" the crops.r Asi
the community grew, ?hexgggd for schooling increased, and at
a very earlyﬂdate thére were to be found in the community ef-

ficient teachers who usually taught from the Blue Back

Sggllergand'Fowler's Arithmetic, Most of the ‘teaching

revolved around the "three R's"--"readin', 'ritin’', and

lLaying by indicates that time at which the farmer

~.finishes cultivating his crops, 1In Gaston County the asual
‘time ‘of laying by ‘the crops is from mid-July to the first
week of August, The early school was held for a period of
six to eight weeks, and then closed during the time cotton
‘had to be harvested--at that time by hand, All family mem-
bers, including young children, participated in the picking;
therefore, the need for closing school, After the harvest,
school was resumed and continued for a period of six to
eight weeks, :

25
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‘rithmetic,” These early schools were most often a room in

some private home in the communii{y;1

Hid-lBOOLs to 1920's

The Gastbn County Board of Count& Commissioners
served as the Board of Education through the eaii‘ history of
Gaston County Public Schools, The following are excerpts
from the min{les of early meetings of the Board of County
COnnissionersl August. 14, 1869: "Eli Pasour was elected
County Examiner for the Public Schools.*2 October 4, 1869:
"Ordered by said Board that the school committees be notified
to appear before this éoard at the next meeting to qualify,"3
Décember 6, 1869: '"Ordered by said Board that W, B, Lay,
Geo, W, Abernefhy, and Franklin henry be appdinted Southpoint
Township,"? July 4, 1870: "Ordered by said Board that
Cherryville Township be taxed to the amount of one fhousand

dollars for the purpose of building and repairing school

houses in said Township."5 On the same date the Board

1Joseph H, Separk, ed, Gastonia d Gaston County
North Carolinaﬂ(Gas onia: Separk Printing, , 946), p. 62.

2Gaston County Board of Commissioners, Proceedings of
August 14, 1969, neeting (Gastonia, North Curolina)

31b1d., Proceedings of October 4, 1869, meeting (Gas-
tonia, North Carolina),

41bid., Proceedings of December 6, 1869, meeting (Gas-
tonia, North Carolina):

5Ib1d., Proceedings of July 4, 1870, meeting (Bas-
tonia, North Carolina)
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. . « that the collection of the tax-levied by the fqrmer |
Board of Commissioners for building School Houses be sus-

pended, and it is further ordered that the sheriff be re-
spectfully required to refund any sum that he may have

collected to the several individuals from whom he re-

ceiveg it, when the said individuals apply to him for the

same 1

The Gaston County Examiner's report of December 5,

1870, showed that:
By order of said court I have ascertained the number of
children in the Several Townshipe in said county as_ fol-
lows: South Point Township, 794, share of money, $198.44;
i Cherryville Townsinp, 732, share of money, 182,94; Dallas
( Township, 865, share of money, $216,18; Crowders Mtn
Township, 604 share of money, $149R95 ‘2

The April 7, 1872, minutes of tﬁj Gaston County Board

of Commissioners read: *

Ordered by the Board that an election will be held at the
differént Election precincts of the county on the 1lst day
of May next for pdrposes of submitting a proposition to
the people empowering the Board of Ccmmissioaers to levy

g a Special Tax of Six Thousand Dollars to be disbursed in
the maintenance of Public Schools of Said county under
the provisions of the School Law passed by the Nogth Caro-
lina General Assembly at its Sessions of 1872-73,

ordered:
The May 6, 1873, minutes read, in part:

The following is the vote cast in Gaston County on Tﬁurs-
day the 1st day of May A.D, 18(2 Dallas Township: For
School Tax, 2 votes, Against 4 votes; South Point:

For School Tax 6 votes Against 73 votes; Crowders
Mountain: For School Tax 2 votes Against 91 votes;

11b1d

2
Ibid. Proceedings of December 5, 1870, meeti
(Gastonia, North Carolina), » Teering

31bid Proceedin
. g8 of April 7, 1872, meetin -
tonia, North Carolina), ’ g (Gas

ErlC S HU37
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‘Cherryville: For School Tai;vl Qote, Against, 112 votes;
Riverbend:’ For School Tax, 32 votes, Against, 92 votes,
making a total of 43 for and 494 against the Eax.l
The public schoLl hougés er;cted~by the local commun;
ities throughout the county during the latter half of the
nineteenth century were mostly consfructed of logs, The cracks
were "chinked” with ;nud.2 These one-room str&;tures had a @ Ts
fireplace at one end and a wrié;ng desk across the other end,
with the chinking left ;u; for the full wiﬂgh of the building
above the desk for light, A door on one sidé of the rj;yr’
with an opposite window completed the lighting system, The
furniture consisted of glab benches arrﬁnged along the walls,
Usually the children wefé not assigned a particular seat,
As mentioned earlier, inétruction‘hn these early public
schools consisted mostly of the ""three R's,"” The younger chil-
dren reqained in the building during the day, but the older
children, who had learned to read and write, after reciting
their Aheart lessons"3 were allowed to take their slates and
pencils to the put-odeoors‘to "cipher,"4 uninterrupted until
Just before therschool day ended; at which time everybody had

to participate in spelling,

8 r,

1Ibid., Proceedings of May 6, 1873, meeting (Gastonia,
North Carolina),

b “Jz"Chinking" is the process of packing mud into the
cracks between hand-hewn logs,

3Reciting from memory,

. 4Thq‘practipe or study of the relationships of numbers
in context to arith?etic principles and postulates,

0038
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Dellinger fami
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The schools, in the northwest portion of Gastpn‘County
1néiuded in the Morrison School District were Panhandle,
Black, Grey Rock, Pine Hill, ﬁallman, and a school situated
just northesst of the present Mt, Zion Baptist Church on the
lorgantlh Highwag, The Panhandle School was located in the
ﬁer northwestern corner of the county and school district,
probably on property currently owned by the Craft family,1
The Black school was held in two‘buildings at different per-
iods of time on the property presently occupied by the Alvin

McSwain family}on Route 3, Black Road, Cherryville.2 The

on a site approximately 500 yards west of the present Dell-

view Community Clubbouse in the incorporated comminity of
\

 Dellview, From this ungraded school and small settelement

evolved one of Cherryville's well-known sons, David P, Del-
linger, He served the town of Cherryville as mayor, the
State of North Carolina as-~a gepresentative, led the struggle
to 1ncorpor#te Dellview, "earned the ﬁoctor of Philosophy and
Doctor of Laws Qegrees, and gave as a Christian ghilznthro-

pist, "3

linterview with Junie White, Cherryville, North Caro-
lina, 18 August 1974,

2Interview with Alvin Lee McSwain, Cherryville,
North Carolina, 15 November 1974,

3Taken from inscription on the David P, Dellinger

Memorial anument Mt, Zion Cemetery, Cherryville North Caro-
1lina, This monument was erected by David P, Dellinger and
dedicated 17 August 1947; Mr, Dellinger died 9 September 1957,

e

(11049

y developed and maintained the Grey Rock School

o
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Pine Hill School was situated approximately 500 yards

northwest of the;present Cherryville Country Clubhouse on the

1

property of the McGinnis family, Hallman School was lo-

cated northeast of the intersection of the Lincolnton Highway

and the 0ld Henry Road, presently called Shoals Bridge Road,

just south df the aforementioned stagecoach station which

has been preserved on thée property of Augustus Melton Black, 2

The earliest school in the village of CPerrjville was held
in a private home just northeast of the Gastoanlill Company,
now named Dora Yarn Mill, Aiound 1876 the school was moved
to an old log building approximately 700 yards north of the
present Black-Starling Insurance Agency office building, on
the north end of Black Street

Cherryville was made 2 separate school district in
1881, through the efforts of Gaston County School Superinten-
dent M, L, Little, The first school taught in this nevwly
created district was held in the Henry Summit granary build-
ing, an "old corn house" located Juet north of the present
intersection of Main Street and Oek Street, formerly named
Mill Avenue, The school term was for four months; Samuel S,

Mauney served as the professor for a salary of $25 a month,

1Interview with Lawrence L., McGinnis, Cherryville,
North Carvlina, 22 December 1974,

2Interview with Cap Wise, former student of Hallman
School, Cherryville, North Carolina 10 September 1974,
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Other teachers who served in the Cherryville School
during the succeeding decade with the approximate dates were:
J. M, Roberts, 1882-1883; Levi H, J, Houser, 1883-1888:

James C, Elliott, 1888-1889; a Mr, Royster, 1889-1890; a Mr,
RBicks, 1890-1891; and Lee Beam, 1891-1892, During this dec-
ade, besides the aforementioned Summit Corn House, the North-

ern Methodist Church and several vacant store buildings were

: used as classrooms, During his five-year tenure, Levi H, J,

Houser instituted efforts to extend the usual four-month
school term, Evidence was found that during the 1830's the

people of Cherryville did not support the public education

program in any manner, either financially or by attendance.1

This was expressed by the Cherryville correspondent to the

Gastonia (North Carolina) Gazette in his writing of August 24

’

1893:

Cherryville is laboring under a somewhat serious disease,
but I hope not fatal, We have no public school. 1 can
tell the reason, but for the present will withhold,

Waco (a neighboring village in Cleveland County) is rep-
resented as having a flourishing school, No place needs
a school more than Cherryville, and I fear no place on
this side of Kingdom Come deserves it less, An old maxim
says, "When the wicked rule, the nations mourn.," And a
modern maxim says "When foolishness is practiced, wis~
dom takes flight, 2

The 1882-~1889 records of the municipality of Cherry-

villie, in which were recorded all the actions of the town

linterview with W, T, Robinson, Cherryville, North
Carolina, 11 November 1974,

2"Cherryville News," Gastonia (North Carolina) Gaz-
ette, 24 August 1883, =

ual
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meetings, were destroyed in s fire, Howevgr; there seemed to
be lcocal speculation that the officials of that period did
not subscribe to the highest ideals of honesty and behavior
in thelr political, civic, and civil decision-making for the_
community,

It was not until the mid-1890's that the community
began i concerted effort to reestablish and supporf public
education, To provide for the increasing populatign of fﬁ
school-aged children, a school facility was built on land
donated by W, R, Carroll and M, L, Dellinger, This school
building, named the Cherryville Academy, was a rectangular,
two-story frame structure with one room on each floor, The
tower at the front of the building served as the main en-
trance to the first floor, with arstairway on the riéh?_as
the entrace for the second-floor classroom area, Thedﬁbwer
was surmounted with a belfry and steeple, The building
faced the east and was situated almost in! the middle of what
is now an asphalt street (Acadeﬁy Street) near the West Ele~-

mentary School, As thé town and i%tendance grew, additions

we:g,ﬁade to the north, to the south, and to the rear of the

munity school building until 1915, when the first brick

|

) |
,original building.' Cherryville Academy served as the com- i
|

school building was erected in the northeast section of town.
Until 1903 there was no special local tax for the

support of the public school in Cherryville beyond the

o
A% L

¥
i
|
|
|
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four-month period supporqed by the’ county In that year the

) citizens of the communiti voted a special tax for the main-

tenance of a school of grades one through seven, wnd the de-
velopment and institution of a high school, The person in
tﬁe fble of le;dership during this period‘of revived interest
in public education was S, P, Wilson, principal of Cherry-
ville Academy., In 1908 J. W, Strassell was appointed as
chief administrator f;r the local school‘structure of eleven
grades, He was successful fﬁ/develoging a North Carolina
Stafe Board of Education certified high school with the first
graduating class in 1911,1 The members of the first Cherry-
ville High School graduating class were Pantha Harrelson,
Elsie Roberts, W, C. Howell, William W, Black, Louis Mauney,
and Rex Ehker,2 . ‘\ .
On June 15, 191§, the town bought from Joseph Black
for the sum of $1,450 a tract of about five acres of land on
the north side of First Street, between Pink Street-and De-
pot Avenue, During the latter part of 1915, on this tract a
three-story Srick building was erected, -The buildiﬁg”con-
tained nineteen ciﬁssrooms, an auditorium, music room, of-

fices, restrooms, and a boiler room, -

1"The Story of the Cherryville Academy," Cherryville
(North Carolina) Eagle, 12 October 1933, p. 1,

2Records of Graduates (Cherryville, N,  C, Cherryville
High School, 1911) .
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During the Christmas holiday‘ in 1919, the new school
building was gutted by fire The walls, which were left

standing, were used in/the reconstruction of the facility

|
|
l
|
i
4
j
!

which ‘served until 1925 aswclassrooms for elementary and high e

school studies,

To meet the needs;bf the ever-quwing school éﬁfoll-

ment, a new brick building for the first five grades waé

erected in 1925 on a lot bought from T, C. Summer. This

building is situated on the south sidqiof Academy Street,

west of Elm. Street, on part of the*h}d Academy grounds and

was designed to house eleven classrooms two offices, and an

e

s
School System to be built in accordance with the requirements

. #
established by the North Carolina State Board 6f Education,
Originally called the Elementary School, Ht is the present

auditorium, It was the first gchool 1n ‘the Cherryvi]le
West Elementary School, 1
|
|

? Mid-1920's to 1930's,

In the mid-1920's the surrounding schools of the old

‘Morrison School District weie consolidated with the Cherry- .
'\, . " - /

ville schools, after a period of styife, The issue was one

b . Vi e

» - \\‘ ! - i
in which emotional stress, physical fights, and legal actions

f o
J entered before the parents of children in the schools of

children to attend Cherr?ville schools, The issue was

L.The Story of the Chernyvilléﬁégademy," p. 1.

Panbandle, Grey Rock, Black, and Hallman consented for their

{ ];BJ(; “ SHED!
| Ty , '
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finally settled by a vote of all the people of the Cherry-

)ville Towhqhip. The vote was very close in favor of closing

¢/ ‘the rural schools and requiring attendance of the children in

‘the Cherryville schools, Lula Black, whose father was the
Chairman of the Board of Education for the Black Rock School

i ¥
when the vote was taken, explained with tears in her eyes:
Yes, they took away our school! We did not have an
opportunity to retain our identity and participation in
+ the qommunityéggucational institution because of the
greater number.\oX\ voters in the town of Cherryville,
Even with thesé'iexXtremely large odds of probably three
to one, we lost by only a few votes, DPeople in this sec-
/tion have always felt like they should have their school
in the community where the children live, It is a shame
and disgrace to any community to be forced to give up
their schqQol when a majority living in another section or
community dictate the educational process, Why, you can
understand why the people of Cherryvilie are adamantly
opposed to the comnsolidation of the high school down in
another section of the county, It was the game thing that
we fought so hard 50 to 60 years ago to def®bat, J
I tell you plgin‘and clear that there is not a better
high school in the county than the one at Cherryville: we
helped to make it that way after we had to comsolidate
Black Rock, Did you know that Cherryville High School
has been accredited by the Southern Association of Schools
and Colleges for over 25 years, while there is not a
single consolidated school in Gaston County with that dis-
tinction? Then those supposedly educated administrators
want to make us one of them, No sir, I just can't under-
stand all this putting together when we have the best
school in the county and probably the state,
In this township of Cherryville, we look upon our
high school as an institution for all the community to
revolve around in its activities, This leads to a more
stable and less transient population with interactions
with all at the school functions, All the students know
: each other and the family to be informed of their accom-
plishments and/or failures, This knowing each other per-
" sonally adds to the moral fiber of the population in that
pergsons or students do not want to be thought of as bad.
The discipline in the school is no problem because of
this personal relationship, .
Probably to the people in this section there is a
great determination and willingness to expend financial
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resources-in the court if necessary to save thelir local
high school, The course offerings in the Cherryville
High School equal-those of the biggest school in the
county and surpass all the other consolidatled monsters
created by those "educated" administrators,

I tell you it is a real shame to tear community pride
and respect asunder! And another thing that I just can-
not understand is the movement in educational circles to
favor this, Why, if they do force us through the courts
to form one scbbol from the several they have mentioned,
Just think of the boys and girls who will never have the
opportunity to serve ip leadership roles, Instead of
several student body gggsidents, we will eliminate that
to the one, Why, the“two kids who are eliminated in the
consolidated high school might have developed their
leadership abilities in the commgnity school to a point
of service to the community, st , or natlon, But in
the consolidated school he would be relegated to develop-
ing a role of following, Lord knows, we don't need any
more following in our society, Then there are all thdse
students who ﬁ‘e eliminated from participation in the
extracurricular activities, whereas in the community
school they would have beeﬁ able toc participate,

Why are we 99 percent in number against consolida-
tion? Well, think about it and you will know! 1l

Even though the 1927 consolidation of the Black Rock
school occurred forty-eight years ago, some of the residents
of the northwest section of Cherryville Township still seem

to feel that con#olidation is an avid fﬁe of excellence 1in

, / . ‘
education, ‘This feeling 1is prevalent among many of the older

residents as we11 as their offspring of sevéral generations,

1936 to Present

It was not until 1936 that the present Senior High
School facility was constructed while Hunter Huss, a native

son of Cherryville, was superintendent of the system, The

lInterview with Lula Black, Cherryville North Caro-
lina, 19 October 1974,

11046
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o0ld high school building was then converted to the first sev-’

en grades and was renamed Elementary Number 1, In 1956, after

the completion of the newxﬁastLElemeﬁtgiy School hbuilding,

i
i

Elementary Number 1 was f@iivauxito house%Cherryville Jnnipr

High School, .

;V

Since the renaissance ;f educational support, the
citizenf&'nas contributed finaﬂcially to the schools when .
there was need., An example of such financial assistance was
that given to the high school fof‘the oréggization of a ban@

in 1939, This band was undef the direction of Russell Del-

linger as he initia%ed what was to becyme a traditional ex~

!
ample of excellence, Through the years the band and the

community have shared in many honors received in all parts of

the nation.1

Huuier Huss was elected in April, 1937, to serve as
Superintendent of Gaston County Schools, Galean. Bennett,
principal of Cherryville High School, was elected to succeed
to the post of Superintendent of the Cherryvilie School Dis-
trict,

In 1941 Foster W, Starnes replaced Superintendent

Bennett and immediately began a local campaign for the build-

—— T

ing of a modern school auditorihm. The facility was completed

in 1949 and named in memory of Superintendent Starnes after

1Intcrview with W, T, Robinson, Cherryville, North
Carolina, 15 December 1974,
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‘his sudden death just a few days before the completion of the

'auditorium " During this same period, a large annex to the

]

cial and vocational studies.

Fenton‘L.qLarson was elected to fill the leadership
; : ;
role of Superintendent of the Cherryville District on Novem-

‘ber 16, 1949, and began an effort to gain regional accredi-

tation for the high school. This was accomplished in 1951

building was constructed for the purpose of %eaching commper- - ‘
|
l
when the regional accreditation agency, the Southern Associ—

ation of Colleges and Secondary Schools, certified that

Cherryville High School had quality standards in all areas of

i
the educational process, The Association particularly noted

with favor the library holdings in both the school and the
comnunityi" These holdings were due in part to donationsﬁof ‘
books and other library materials through a community eﬁﬁea-
vor initiated and supervised by the Cherryville Woman's Club, 1
To meet the need for additional classrooms in bokh

the senior high school and the junior high school, East Ele-
mentary School was built in 1956 on East Academ& Street, The
property Qas purchased from the J, M, C, Stroupe family, Mr,
J L, Beam, Jr,, a native son of Cherryville, serving as the
architect, designed“a completely modern facility with twelve

classrooms, an auditorium library, cafeteria and kitchen -

linterview with Julla Henfro, Librarian, Cherryville
{North Carolina) High School, 5 February 1975,
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lobby, recéption roon, prinéipal's office, teachers' room and

work room, first aid rcﬂpm3 and numerous storage and all-
] ’

,ﬁ |

- In March, 1956, Nixon Physical Education Bullding was

formally dedicated in honor of a fdfmer Cherryvilie Superin-

tendent, Joe R, Nixon, who servéd in that capacity from 1915

to 1918 and agai»{i from 1923 to 1931, Other comstruction fol-

dlowed. with a cafeteria completed in February, 1962, as was

the Instrumeﬁtal Music Building,. Rudisill Memorial Stadium,

named for Ben R, Rudisill, member of the Board of Education .

and civic and religious leader, was dedicated on Friday,

September 6, 1963, This stadium was a community project, and

~all funds--amounting to more than $78,000--were donated by

the public in the relatively short time of approximately six
to eight weeks,
Q During the school year of 1966-67, the Cherryville

City Schools became fully integrated for all grades,

Further improvements came 1in the summer of 1967 when
a Student Commons Area was built and a vocational department
for bricklaying and shop was added to the basement of the
Nixon Building. I

In the fall of léﬁ7 the various agencies of the county
governmeﬁt encOurageq the populace to coggider the feasibil-
ity of cougolidafing the present three school systems-- .

Cherryville City Schools, Gaston County Schools, and Gastonia

City Schools--into one unified Gaston County School System,

1Y
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Eventually, the three boards of .education recommended to the
North Carolina Gene;al Assembly through local representation
that the question of consolidation be decided by a vote of
the people, This referendum was held February 20, 1968, and
with 18 percent of the registered voters in the county vot-
ing, the decision was made to consolidate, In Cherryville .
the issue was sou;dly defeated with oaly 145 votes for con-

solidatiqp and 1,066 votes against,L“/The folld@ing Monday,

Februa;y 26, 1968, the Cherryville School System was elimi-
nated as.a separate district and relinquished its superinten-
dent, Jasper L, Lewis, to the consolidated administrative
offices, Gary Henry, who preseﬁtly serves as principal of
Cherryville Highféchool, is responsible for the adginistra*
tion, and program of study for ?68 students and 27§teachers
who fofﬁythe éumulat%ve populafion of Cherryville High

i

School_2

1"Cherryville Votes Againsg School Consolidation,"
Cberryville (North Carolina) Eagle, 21 February 1968, sec.
1, p. 1. '

r

2Interview with Gary Henry, Cherryville, North Caro-
Lina;, 10 September 1974, These data were taken from a Sep-
tember, 1974, tabulation, .
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CHAPTER 1V !

BELIEFS, PRACTICES, AND COLLOQUIALISMS
OF THE COMMUNITY

In the writing& of Frank Riesmenn, there is a de-
écription sf persons whom h2 intgrpolated from the world of
culture and socieiy, Those persons descr ibed by Riesmann
seem to be characteristic, in part of the population of the
community of ngrryville
A The cultural characteristics that the population of
Cherryville and tbose persons in Riesmann's writings share
are: (1) traditionag, (2) superstitious, (3) religious, (4)
notbopen to reason,§(5) alienated from the larger social -
structure, (6) pridéful (7) indenandent (85 appreciate
knowledge and (9) bften seem to be anti-intellectual, 1 7o
present and furtber deiine these characteristics and traits,
descriptions and définitions of the people of the Cherryville
community. are shéwn in the following accounts of Fthe New
Year's Sﬂgaf; Christmas celebration, Easter observance, Ascen-

slion bay observance, reg@i;l meetings, funeralizing, hog

killings,“corn shuckings, bhunting, and colloguialisms,

—_—

1Frank Riesmann, “The Culturally Deprived: A New
View,' Education Digest, 8 (November 1963), p, 13.
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The New Year's Shoot

A late fall and early winter draw near, the citi-

zenry of the ' piedmont North Carolina community of Cherryville

begin preparations for the annual observance of the New Year's

Shoot, probably the oldest and most unique of all known New
Year's celebrations in the United States.! This tradition is
known to be as old as the first settlers, the Black family,

along Indian Creek, Gaston County, North Carolina, On cool,

rainy fall days, which prevent work on the farmland, or days

L3

off from the textile plant, the family head takes time to

elaborately clean and polish his family heirloom~--a muzzle-

K

loading musket,
As the father or grandfather sits among the other
family Eembérs, he relates stonies about his kinsmen during

the traditiénal shoots, Mary Florence Black told of her

)

father:

My daddy did one of, the durnest thangs you'd ever didst
see, He packed such a big ole* load of that thar gun
po'der, you know, the black kinda that siinks, that the
blame ole' musket jerked plumb out of his hold and plumb
near over top of that thar top of the house,

Thié sharing of the unwritten history is a time when the head

- of the family explains what meaning the shoot is supposed to

15 Se1f-Study Report (Cherryville, N. C.: Cherryville
Public Schools, 1963), sec, 3, p, 4.

2Interviey with Mary Florence -Black, Cherryville,

North Carolina, December 1974, v .
)
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~ poriray, the methods to be employeh ;n loading and unloading
the musket, the ritual mechanisms, the chant, and other ac-
stivities of the actual New Year's Shoot,

By the beginning of New Year's Day morning, at twelve
midnight, the population of the community, aware of the sig-
nificance of another year, has prepared for the annudi shoot
by their presence at either of two locations--City Hall or
Wayside Inn, Among those present for the shoot, an observer
would fipd the following dress worn by the shooters, They
are dres;EH for the occasion in overalls, coveralls, and
coats, To carry all the paraphernalia nacessary for the
shoot, the shooters must wear these forms of clothing because
of their need for pockets, Many of the men wear headgear of
wool and/or raccoon skins and have beards and mustaches,

To_participate in theaactual shoot, one must have in
his possession the following: ¢ J

2-~3 pounds of black gun.powder -

1 muzZle-1loading musket

100 tissue sheets

ram (Gatling) rod
pair of leather gloves
roll of tape

measuring cupl
jug of bourbon

ot ot ok ot

lyost of the measuring cups are small aluminum cans
which have heen discarded by persons in the family who use
snuff, The measurements of the cup are approximately 3" in
depth with .a diameter of 1,5" to 2", Older women (grand-
mothers) seem to represent the largest group which partakes
of snuff, The snuff habit is practiced by placing a small
amount (approximately 1 teaspoon) of snuff between the lower

(111D 3
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 Included in the first shoot of the celebration is the
large gathering of many of the townspeople who have been an-
ticipating the action for days, Dur;pg the gathering of the
crowd for the shoot, there-'seems to be unique charisma among
all of the persons, Friends embrace warmly and greet each
other with best wishes for the New Yéar, and even those per-
sons who may have defensive attitudes toward a fellowman
lowerfthe curtain of hate and share in an expression of
thank#ulneésand hope for the future, All the while the
shooters themselves are busy visiting with each other and
with their many friends among the group, It is imporéant to
note that in addition to the atmosphere of good willﬁand
thankfulness, there is the understood and accepted respect
for families and theig individual meﬁbers. Those persons,
as well as their families, who have spent a lifetime sharing
in thg shoot are respected and honored, At precisely 12501
a.m,, the speech cryer (an honor given to the man ¥%5 has
learne:ed how from the former cryer who has passed on to his
heave%ly reward) begins his dissé}tation and petitions for
anothér year of life as well as thanksgiving for the past

year:

mlip and gum, As the saliva moistens the tightly held snuff,

spit is formed, The spitting of snuff is an art which is
Judgeable only by those who use the tobacco product, The in-
dex and middle finger are held tightly against the closed
lips, Pressure 1s applied and a forcing of the saliva pro-
duces a squirt of snuff juice,

P




Good morning to you, Sir,

I wish you a happy New Year,

Great health, long life,

Which God may begtow

So long as you stay here below,

May he bestow the houseu}ou're in,

Whexre you go out and you go in,

Time by moments steals away,

First the hour and then the day.

Small the lost days may appear, “
But yet they soon mount up to a year,
Thus another year is gone,

And now it is no more of our own,

But if it brings our promises good

As the year before the flood,

But let none of us forget

It has left us much in debt,

A favor from the Lord received

Since which our spirits hath been grieved,
Marked by the unerring hand,

Thus in his book our record stands,

Who can tell the vast amounts

Placed to each our accounts?

But while you owe the debt is large,
You may plead a full discharge.

But poor and selfish sinners say,

What can you to justice pay?

Trembling last for 1life is past

And into prison you may be cast,

Happy is the believing soul,

Christ for you has paid the whole,

We have this New Year's morning called
You by your nanre

And disturbed you from your rest,

But we hope no harm by the same,

As we ask, come tell us your desire

And if it be your desire

Our guns and pistols they shall fire,
Since we hear of no defiance

You shall hear the art of Science,

When we pull trigger and powder burns
You shall heer the roaring of our guns, %
Oh, daughters of righteousness, we wil} rise
And warm our eyes and bless our hearts,
For the old year's gone and the New Year’s comne
And for good luck we'll fire our guns,l

1Tape recorded during the New Year's Day speech of
J. C. Beam, Wayside Inn, Cherryville, North Carolins,
1 January 1975,
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In a letter to a friend, A, Sidney Beam described the
tradition of handing down the speech by oral history:

"Cherryville, North Carolina
"January 27, 1549

"Dear Mr, Hudson: .

"In ansver to your letter of January llth, in regard
to the New Year's Shoot and to myself as crier of the group.

"I am 75 years of age, of German descent, Mv ances-
tors landed in Charleston, S, C,, in the year of 1767, One
of the settlers came to Beaverdam, known as Mecklenburg
County, North Carolina, at that time, but it is Gaston County
now, I am a descendant of this Gaston settlement., I have
lived in Gaston County, near Cherryville, all my life, at-
tended the county school,” and am a farmer and carpenter by
trade, I learned the speech from my two brothers, Lee and
Jacob Beam, one fall when we were picking cotton, I had nev-
er seen it in print until recently when I had a copy printed
myself £ My brothers were ogper than I and they learned it
from older members of the family,

"Many years ago there was a number of groups of the
New Year's Shooters, Two groups in Lincoln County and two in
Gaston County, It seems that these have all played out but
the group here in Cherryville, The Cherryville group has
never disbanded and will keep going for many more years to
come, We have a number of young men in the group who are
willing to carry on; we have in our group men of all ages,
I have been going with the group for 59 years with the ex-
ception of a few years around 1900,

"Very truly yours,
“A, Sidney Beam"!

The cryer, J, C, Beam, son of A, Sidney Beam, chants

~the speech in a monotone, with the voice rising often at the
.end of a line, One of the guests for the shoot remarked on

‘the beauty of the rendition, like something out of old Ger-

many, A brief silence, and the shooters, ready for the

lishooters,” Cherryville (North Carolina} Eagle,
4 October 1972, sec, 4, p, 3.
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moment, fire musket blasts that can be heard for miles around

the rolling countryside, The first man to shoot has been
chosen through an unspoken and undiscussed method whereby this

individual is highly respetted and his family has been shoot-

1
|
|
|
\
|
\
|
|
. !
ing since the traditicn was first begun in the old country, ‘
Immediately the other shooters, numbering fifty to seventy- -~ -~
five, forming a waiting section, will step forward to shoot,
one at a time, in the order of their importance and with re-
spect to age, family, and length of participation in the
past. Many of the men shobt very large amounts of gunpowder |
in the old (many over 100 years old) muzzle~loading muskets,
' Upon firing the last shot, the group begins their an-

nual visit to the homes in the community, The first home to
be visited is the Carpenter household in which the children
and grandchildren of Aunt Violet Carpenter have prepared a
meal of sandwiches, crackers and cheese, pies, pickles, and
ginger tea for the shooters., The speech for a widow or old
maid 1s somewhat different, and is said as follows to the
household headed by such a woman:

Good morning. to you Miss,

I wish you a Happy New Year,

Great health, long life which God may bestow

As long as you are here below,

I wish you part in ev'ry ease,

And God will 'stow you luck and peace,

God will preserve the house you are 1in,

Where you go out and you go in,

I wish you lovers of every kind

To suit your heart and please your mind,

Whose hearts are pure, whose hands are clean.
Whose tongue still speaks tbhe thing it means,

i
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No slander dwell upon your tongue,
He hates to do his lover wrong,
Oor should we trust in 111 report
And’‘venture to our lover's heart,
And then my hopes and wishes meet
And make my meditation sweet,
The very frost that spews the ground
And the hail that sends a dreadful sound,
Icy bond the river hold
Our tender arms the winter's cold,
Broad the vine your face to see
And dwell forever in love with me,
If our branches are in danger shoot
_ From Jacob's staff to David's rodt,
v False are the men of high degree
To a better sort of vanity,
Laid in a balance both appear
Light as a puff of empty air,
The sun and moon with bearing light
And all the sparkling eyes at night,
What we begin or what we do,
Let this be right and prosperous, too.
Or let this in our names be done
Until our earthly race is run,
Now here we are standing in your yard,
Just a little distance all apart.
When we pull trigger and powder burns
You shall hear the rovaring of ouxr old guns,
We hope this may be your desire
That all our guns and pistols, they shall fire.1

When he finishes his speech and the final shot is
fired, the cryer and the other leaders--chell Stroup, Vance
‘Sellers, E. G, Greene, Bynuq{ﬂohesley, and Don Homesley, all
lifetime nativég with Cherryville family heritages--lead the
way to the next home at which the New Year‘'s Shooters will

fire their muskets for the New Year's celebration, . Each

visit bring forth the cry in a tone of hope, despair, and

1Tape recorded during the New Year's Day celebration,

5 S. Vance Seilers, Cherryville, North Carolina, 1 January 1975_
|

|
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prayer for the past year and the year of life ahead for all
the families, Then, as precisely as a military unit, the
overalled men shoot their muskets, one time each,

There is an underlying sense of the ''pecking order'
of who follows whom in the group, but understood only by
those who participate in the §hooting.~wEach man present must
shoot his musket for the family, This act of shooting is ex~‘
tremely important be¢ause the indivldual firing of the gun-
poyder offers corporate resistance for the family in their
basic struggle against the evil and harm that might "take

hold" of the family or one of its members during the coming“

year of life, The shooting is also symbolic of the burst of

new life from the seeds that the farmer will plant in the
field and the fertilization of the seed of tlic mothers.
Intertwined in this act of shooting is Fhe hope for good
health, thankfulpess for life during the past year,6 God's pron-
ise of a new life (Heaven) for those who digd in the past
year and forchose who will succumb to death in the New Year,
and the blos;oming ¢f new peace in each man's heart and mind.
Following each shoot, the mother or lady of the house
invites all who participate in the‘ﬁétual into the home for
food and refreshments, This repast usually consists of the
following; bologna sandwiches, cheese and cfackers, piments
cheese on loaf bread, crackers and peanut butter, pickles
(sweet and sour, salt, and onion), relishes, candy, oranges,

1
apples, ginger tea, coffee, and cigars,

IO
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Although few of the families drink hot ginger tea dur-
ing the year, it is served at the New Year's Shoot because of
the traditional belief thatﬁhot ginger tea creatg§ warmth in
the bearts and minds of men just as the tea warms their bodies
aftq% the cold weather in which they perform their New Year's
ritual, “ ~ |

Alcoholic beverages are nevér served in the homes, as
they are looked upon as something that one does not drink in
the presence of family and/or in public., But most of the men
{especially the older and long~time shooters) drink Elcoholic
beverages between stops., Many feel that‘}hey must take a
drink in order to feel warm and to loosen up from the jolts
of the exploding gﬁnpowder, This drinking is never done in
the view of the families for which the men shoot., Some young
men (teenagers), who go along to participate and to learn the
tradition, have their first taste of alecoholic beverages at
that time, with the reluctant consent of the fathers of the
tradition, Throughout the shooting! all those who partici-
pate kunow that there are certain things which all must do and
are able to do; likewise, there are things that only the most
respected can do, The man who makes the speech and the first
person to shoot at each stop clearly illustrate that there
are rules and regdlations among the group, Evepn though such
rules and regulations have never been recorded and, for some |

never voiced opeuly, an interpretation of the group's actions

indicate that: (1) the speechmsker is accorded the most
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rvespect of all the shooters: (2) the gpeechmaker assumes his
role from his father and/or other person who designates hinm

to carry on the tradition; (3) first shooters are highly re-

Spegted men who have years of participation in the tradltion

either through family lige or years of personal experience
(4) the shooter must always be willing to take his turn ;athér
than try to move in front of another shooter; (5) shooteis
must always be willing to provide and share with other mem-
bers of the group: (6} shooters should never use an over~
charged musket: (7) the shooter should never place a cap on
his musket watll in location for the firing of the blast, (8)
shooters must be willing to allow for encugh time between
shots; (92) shooters must never form & line for shots in quick
order; (10) shooters must never shoot more than one musket at
a time; (l1) shooters should never drop their nuskets, even
though the load may have been exceptionally heavy: (12)
shooters must never shoot in any direction other than that in
which the lead shooter fired: (13) shooters muét neveyr tail
loudly while the chant is being cried: (14) shooters muast
gever pass by the leader on the trave!l from one home to an-
other; (151 youny shooters must never briug young women alony
for the shoot,

As che durk hours of the New Year's morning are
brighteaed by the rising sun, the shooters peturn to Che iy

b

regspective howes to have thelyr New Year's vpeakfast with

NI
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their families, The traditional New Year'’'s breakfast consists
of the followiﬁg: rice; fatback, tenderloin, or bacon: eggs
scrambled with hog brains; biscuits; milk; coffee; and jelly
or honey_ ! | N . ,

The family observance of tﬁé New Year's breakfast be-
glos with the father reading from the Bible the appropriate
scripture for the be%inning of the New Year, No one eats
while this reading takes place, and upon the completion of
the reading (usually John 1:1-3 and John 3:13-18), the family
prays for blessings «f good health and life for the coming
year, Immediate}y upon the close of the prayer, eating
begins, |

After breakfast the men regroup at an agreeud place to
resume their celebration, The performance of the shooters
continues until all the homes and places on the list for
shooting have been reached, Some of the men drop out hecause
of their inablility to withstand the forceful impact of the
exploéion of the black gunpowder in the old muzzle~1loading

muskets, or because of ocverindulgence in alcoholie beveragése

There is great pride among those men of the group who can

" withstaad the pain of repeated powder burns and immense pres-~

sure from the "kick” «f the musket when fired,

Ynterview with Howell Stroup, leader of the 1975
New Year's Shoot, Cheryvyvitle, North Carolina, 3 January
1975 .

N k‘\v": By
NAWES T




Mr, S, Vance Sellers, a man who surely is much closer
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to the century mark than the eighty years or more which he
admits, shared the following ballads he has written over the
years cdncefﬁing the annual New Year's celebration in and I
around C%efrmville, North Carolina,

. /
“ "~1941 New Year Poen

F

Floyd and I on Saturday

Took my Ford and rode away

So the shooters wouldn't have any worry
; We bought their powder at Granite Quarry,
|
|
\
\

That freight agent on the Yadkin line
When we arrived was feeling fine

Mr, Williams is his name

And he was glad we came,

S50 every one in our cirowd

Could shot their guns good and 1lsud
We bought seventy-two pounds and more
For our annual New Year roar,

Our crowd consist of boys and men
And meet at the Wayside Inn

We waited there to start our fup
Soon after the birtu of 1941,

While 41 was young and gay ‘

We started shooting in around Flay
At Gny Bear's we first shot

Who served us breakfast good and hot,

This year another veteran joined our crowd
Who said the speech very loud
We all were glad that he came
And Charilie Huss is his name,

There's no place in the U.S A, 1
That celebrates the New Year's Day

And during thelr rounds get a thrill

Like we do in Cherryville,

A photographer was on the scene
With their moving picture machine
And made pictures of our crowd
While our muskets roared aloud,
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While shooting at the square in tgﬂn
Our old war muskets sure did so

There they sound the best it seem

While we were shooting for Paul H, Beam,

We shot for the officials of the town
While local people stood around

Then bid them all adue

Until nineteen hundred and forty two.1

A . The 1966 New Year's Shooters Poen

ﬂ Down on one hun red and fifty highway

In front of the Wayside Inn,

The Cherryville New Year Shooters waited there
To welcome the New Yean in,

About one minute past twelve o'clock
Just like we have done before

When J, C, Beam said we'll fire our guns
Then our old muskets started to roar,

The lacrgest crowd I have ever geen
Was waiting at the Wayside Inn,

To hear our New Year Chaut
And watch us welcome the New Year

I met two couples from Tennessee
Whick I had never seen before i
And after I said my ladies speech,
I hope they enjoyed their more,

I want to thank Mrs, Violet Carpenter
And her daughters this New Year Day,
For that Delicious breakfast they served us
Before we went on our way, -

¥e had about fifty shooters this year
And fired forty five rounds,
And everyplace where we shot
Our friends were waiting to hear our muskets sound,

The weather this year was perfect

And our muskets sounded good and loud,
And after firing them fifteen hours.

We didn't have an accident in our crowd.

ville, North Carolins, 1 January 1941,

o U6 g

[ 1S. Vance Sellers, 1941 New Year Poem, ' Cherry-
|
i
L
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In behalf of our New Year Shooters
To our friends, we want to say,
We want to thank you for the treat,
You gave us, on this New Years Day, oo

At Alvin Barrett'siabout five o'clock !
We fired our last round
After they served us cake and cgffee
Ve said good bye . tiil 1967 ocomes ~around, 1

The 1968 New Year Shooters Poem

Again this year at Wayside Inn )
A very large crowd was waiting there
To hear our New Year Speech again
And watch us fire our muskets in the air,

When Howell and I went to his car

¥hat we saw wasn't :a bottle or a can
Then we saw his left rear tire,

Was just as flat a8 my hand,

When we arrived at Black's'Grill
About a half a mile away,

Most all the boys who were going to shoot
Had blgwn gpe round of powder away,

,‘!,

We fired ocne round for Mrs, Violet Carpehter
At her home this New Years Day,

. Then her daughters served us a delicious breakfast

Just before we went on our way,

As we veqtfon up 274

It was very foggy and drizzling rain
But we went on to 27 highway

And fired our old muskets once again,

We shot one round for W, Blaine Beam

As we came back to town,
We are always glad to shoot for him,

Because he likes the way our muskets sound,
When we arrived at Clara Beam's

On this another New Years Day,

2

IS. Vance Sellers, "The 1966 New Year's Shooters

Poem," Cherryville, North Carolina, 5 January 1966,
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He served us a delicious lunch
Before we went our way,

We want to thank every one for the treat
To you all we want to say,

We hope to see you all again
One year from todsay.

After driving aroumd for 14 hours
And firing our muskets 53 rocunds,

At AA Barrett's in Waco we finished our celebration
Until another New Year comes around.l

Other ballads:here written by this lifelong native of

the Cherryville community, These have never been publisﬁéd
or read by persons other than family members and friends,
,I?e following ballad, as the others, was written on note-~

bo&k paper and copled as written in order to preserve its

-

colloquial flavor,

Where 1 was forty six years ago today
Dec, 25, 1918 -

Forty six years ago today
Over there across the foam,
Walking my post in a military manner
Thinking very much of home,

It was time for old Santa Clause
While the snow was falling down,
In spite of the winter weather,
I had to continue my rounds,.

"-Some of the boys went to Chattilam
A French town twelve miles away,
But I went on duty Christmas Eve,
And stayed until 4 P M, on Christmas Day.

I'was with the wild cat division
And its number was eighty one,

Disregarding that warfare danger
I did have a 1ot of fun.

1s. Vance Sellers, "1968 New Year Shooters Poem,"

Cherryville, North Carolina, 1 January 1968,

6L




On the #ifth day of January
After the armistice was signed,
And M.P, Company was organized,
And I signed on the dotted line.

After some of the boys were examined
They were very much dismayed,

But after my physical examination
With that M.P, Company I stayed,

We were on duty in Camp Montier Chaume
Most every night and day.

There we stayed until we sailed
Back to the good old U,S A,

When ¥e sailed from Bourdoux France
We didn't have the blues,

On the thirteenth day of June
We landed in New Port News, Va,

For thirteen long and tiresome days
Our ship plowed that salty foam,
Many time we thanked that German Ship

For bring us safely home,

The Red Cross girls met our ship
And gave us all a thrill,
They presented us candy and cigaretts
As we hiked on to Camp Hill,
L3

I was discharged in Camp Lee
Which suited me just fine,

For I soon would be again
Back home in North Careline,.

57

When that Southern Train arrived in Charlotte,
I soon got my last army thrill
A ftriend of mine I met at the square

brought me safely home to Cherryville.1 )

lS. Vance Sellers, "Where I was forty six years ago
today Dec, 25, 1918," Cherryville, North Carolina, 25 Decem-
v ber 1924,

LY




Christmas

Certain families in the Cherryville community, in

s

p;rfiéular the Blﬁcks along Indign Creek, cling to the Julian
Calendar date of Christmas established in 46 B,C, and intro-
duced into this nation in its earliest years, Even though
.the present generation cannot identify the oriﬁin of their
celebration on January 6, they still obsefve tge tradition,
:I'hese families celebrate the Old Christmas, January 6, and
the New Christmas, Decembe;'25, in very different ways, The
old is celebrated with prayer and carol singing, the new with

gaiety and feasting,

New Christmas

The New Christmas is celebrated by the family members

sharing in fun and gaiety, The night before Christmas Eve

(December 23) all who participate in the celebrafion must

gather at the '"old home place," With much excitement and joy,

the families begin to prepare for the annual traditional
visits of Christmas Boogering. |

Thqﬂmen dress in various costumes, Some wrap white
sheets around their bodies to disguise their appearance,
Others dress iﬂ old women's ciothing--petticoats, corsets,
brassieres, step-ins (panties), dresses, shirts, or blouses--
so as to take on anaunfamilidf appearance, These garments
us&ally cover several pillows used in the back to simulate a

pronounced rear, The bust is built up with cotton stuffed
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in the brassieres or grapefruit held in place, Others may
wear old, ragged clothes with paddings all over their torso
g0 as to disguise themselVes.,x

The women and young girls also disguise themselves
in various ways, Some wear tvo-large overalls with cotton or
other materials stuffed in the outer wear so they will not
pe recognized as women, Others use sheets to coverJtheir
bodies sb that they may not be easily identified as females,

Facial makeup is also of utmost importance to the”
boogering custom, Ali participants in the Poogering must use
similar disguises to those handed down by fygir family
through the years, The preparation of the faéial disguise
consists of one of two bases--either covering the entire head
and face with a pulled down woman's stocking or coating the
fgpe with a cream, Once the persons have used the basic dis-
g&lse, they call upon members of the family who do not make
the visits to neighbors to help paint their faces with rouge,
lipstick, and charcoal formed from a burned cork, All imag-
inable-disguises are developed,

As the dressiag of the boogers is completed, the
annual trek to their neighbors and relatives begins, The
boogering events which take place at each home visited usu-
ally unfold in the following manner,

The leader of the group quietly steps to the door of

the home and/sugdenly calls out the news that the boogers are
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present for tbe'boogeringé The host of the home immediately
opens his door te all the boogers, usually ten to elghteen
persons, Once inside the home the boogering begins, The
leader, alwgysjthe eldest male geutly hugs the temale of the
home , Following\ihis action, the group begins nonharmonious
ginging and clapping of hands. All begin to dance aand hug
and kiss the friends whom they have come to booger, The man
;ho has been designated as the “fat lady” finds the host of
the house and sits on his lap and hugs his neck so as to get
lipstick on his face., This must be accomplished during the
visit in that the lipstick or some other colorful substance
smeared on the face of the host will protect him from the
"boogers” of the evil! world through another yeargl All oth-
ers then join in the celebration until, at a time designated
by the leader and host, the sharing of fruit, candies, and
other goodies takes place. The boogers then proceed to the
next home where tﬁey repeat the same boogering procedures,

After several hours and many visits, the boogers re-
turn to the gathering at their respective home place and pro-
vide boogering for their own family and its leader. There
are undiscussed and unwritten ritual vaiues and practices
which alil the traditional boogers know, These are somehow

passed from generation to generation through oral

fInterview with Clara Beam, Chervyville, Nopth Capo=
lina, 26 December 1974,
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interpretation of the boogering and actual particlpatiop;ﬁnd
imitation by the younger generation, The traditionéi/;rac~
tices among the Christmas Boogers are:

1. The leader of the boogers is one who has been
boogering the greatest number of years, He decides who will
be visited by the boogers and the prioritiesrof the visits,

2. The leader appoints various positions in the
group and is responsible for alls:pappenings, =

&

3, The appointed “fat lady" 1is selected by the
leader on the Basis of the most elaborate costume and dis-
gulses among the men, Selecting the fat lady is of impor-
tance in that the man selected is awarded the unspoken re-
spect of the entire group,

4. The young boogers (usually ages five to sixteen)
must joln in the fun and be abie to “act the fool,

5. All participants in the boogering must provide
entertaioment of some sort for the host: the leader de-
cldes what s acceptablem

e, ALl parfﬁ@ipants must wish the host a gond yvear

to be lived in the coming vear

g The dancing, uhaﬂtlpgﬁ singing, clapping, and
sthey polse provide the mesns whgreby the haopers of the
forsee of evi!l will be driven from the home

. The shaving of fruit and other Yoods fu (he oo le-

Lration s symboilic of Geood Alwlghty shaving bis son Jesus
2 £ J K "

Y
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Christ, with a world lost in sin so that the siéhers wili be
ableffa believe upon Christ and be saved from efernal damna-
tion,J B
9, The activity of changing sex roles 15 syabelic of
the need for every man to realize that God created all with »
soul énd that all men must be willing to change their sinful
ways‘of living in order tn be saved frow Hell K In playing
the opposite sex rcle, the booger 1y suggesting the type
of sexual partner fantasized in his desires for complete
sexual gratification and fulfillment,

10, The boogering participants create great family
pride through their abllity to perforw betfer than the hoo-
gers of a rival family,

i, The boogering activities are traditionally a
ritaal which must be perférmed to avold great trapedy tougch-
ing all the host's family members, John McSwalan, graandson of
A, M, (Bud) Black <f the Iandian Creek ares described the

[

year 1952 which followed a New Christmas without Lhe perf®r~
mance of Christmas Roogering: “We mite neipgh disd frow lach
af some of that that white stuft [ootion] to meke gh Piwig?
when the boildwebbeps cawe down ‘o g, PE Lt bad as beesn

For yh good gapdens, we "ol aid died v

Eint@fview wiith
Nopth Carolias, 268 Decembey

“y
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12, Children who are unable to perform in the group’s !
celebration are thought to be defenseliess against evil and
ayil deeds,
The celebration confinugs for several days as fami-
lies and friends share in the happy spirit of the New Christ~

mas, The celebration culminates in the exchange of gifts on

New, Christmas Day and the family Christmasg dinner,

8
M’

- 01d Christmas

8 The O1ld Chyistmas observance is quite different, with
the mood of activities religiously oriented, Even the most L~

boisterous youngsters and men assume a gquiet, prayerful atti-
tude, All the toys and noisemakers derived from celebrating
the New Christmas are shelved to make yoom Yfor the lonz plue
tree (approximately four to five feet in height) piaced in
the porthwest corner of the family living rocm, [t stands
apadorned and represents the Christ Child in the bare mangerv,
On the wpight of Jauzary &, just beiore the tell of the mid-

night houyr, the fauwily gathers avound the open fireplace o

the heat of cie blaziaog {ire fueled by ooll Yogs to worship
apd o ooelebrate prayverfully the Lord's birthday, With greai

gsolemnity, the eldest lady takes a bandmade taper From a

L&
s,

candiestick on Lhe mavtel sheli aod places it v the haopd o
ihe eldest marn <hild, ¢ whom the father passes a iighted
pine stich With this stick the oblld fights the taper, The

tather 1ifes high his poong sol, wh

i

[

places Che [lghted

e
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taper on the highest branch of the plaoe tree where a holder

has been placed to receive it, This is the only adorament i
the tree and represents a light of life snd hope, Leis Black,

@ _ - . - o I
aver elghty years of age, explained: "It is like a star of I

hope that guldes the Wise Men »n Christmas night in the Book
of Life to the manger lan Bethlehem long ag@mwl
For those who rcelebrate ld Christmas, wo basic ex=
perlences prove to them that they are celebrating the r@al‘
birthday of Jesus Christ, dwne is seelwy the osttle and other
anlmals kneeling ia the wight, The other 2ign of proof is
Tinding a green shoot from a rool plant under the spow, Whea-
aver either »f these tws Signs are observed the famiiics
kaow "1t de the sigan of the teuth that this s indsed cur
Lord's blrth aight | the sign thatl Janusry © is the rewl

&

Christmas  °

The regurresticn of the Lora Jdesus Chyisc is ee oo
brated aad hopoged In vapions observances aed medbhods wirkin

ithe community Cherryville, North Cavolioe, These tneclude bhe

Egp-Laylng Baster Bupoy coastom, (he Bgy Crackbug Coategt | the

Sunrise Commapliy Servics, the egw huot | owwd Yomsdly dlomes

Tluterview with e ls Blachk  Cheprgsollle, Dorth Caco-
Tdwa , &7 Devcemheyr 1974

G
T ipterview with
Pims 280 December 1974

b Bivaddes  Chesr el tbe | worily Ceia-

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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Ihe Egg~laying Faster Buwny custom has been practiced

since the early settiers cswe into the area, Sdére who par-

ticipate in the practice point to its beglanlag in the "olid

country,” Others simply f@lateuihat they do noel know the

origin other than that their forefathers practiced the tra-

dition and they bave centinued imél

' Suturday aiternocon, just befare the durh of slght

seilies vpon the luad, the eldest male of “he tawily and the

sother »F the young children in the home cetheyr together to
mriante and explain to the children the Wistory of the tra-

ditlopal)l Egg-Laying Easter Bawny Upon shariog the stopy

[
Bunay, Bach ohild must | e one pest
dixwing a small hole In the earth beside an Baster 1idy . The
dnwgrr han Ehe gige feecedgsary Lo lay three
St py wide Ul pest st B oo e
I . ; - R €
pulled dpow Che syrrounding spes | -
BLE thwe wintle, the ohiildmen must copstant iy e awuapre fhok
Y TEn Ll ol Dy Ehome] wheo hoave RS g e ] G

R A RS PR

Lmteeg g deow Wy dly

.
Piga ) 15 dugs ey

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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appsropriate mest, and have behaved well throughout the past
year, Thoge c~hlildren who have misbenaved will be noted by
thelir poor design osf an egg nest, and consequently the Easter
Bupnay will not lay eggs le the nest, As darkness descends
the children are reminded that they must say their prayers,
for tomorrow is the Jday that observes the Resurrection of
the Lord,

Sleep settlies upon the children, but the work beging
Yor the pareats, They are responsible for dyeing the eggs to
be used in the nests built by the children, The preparation
begins with the mother bolling the eggs to a hard boil and
the father developing the dye to be used in coloriaog the eggs.
As the eggs are taken from the boillag water, they are placed
}n the various colors of dye, Upon drying with the finished
gblarﬁ the parents quietiy place three eggs in each nest It
is imperative thaé the parents place three egrs tnr the ayo-
bolie explanati@n of the Triulty: God the Father, Thrist the

Son, and the RAoly Spirit, B

Down comes andg theugua tights the way for the ohil-
i
dren to thele nests in gear@ﬁl@f those egps and the good foape
tue of another year of @wcwﬁtable behaviaor, They have
visunlized the story that the Faster Bunny bas laid three
“uRs in each nest,  The two basic ideas symbollzed ave as

weanlapful to the parenis s te the childeen,  The parents

take very sesivosly thial God b spared them from Hell thiougk
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the Christ and the chilidren realize that they must behave ac-
céptably in order to be rewarded by a visit from the Easter

Bunny, The parents share in their excitement as the children
finally come to the realization that the eggs have been laid

for them,

Breakfast follows the finding of the eggs laid by the

Easter Bunny, During this time the story of the Resurrec—
tion ie read from the Bible by a designated member of the

family, either from John 20:1-18 or Luke 24:1-12:

The flrst day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early,
when it was yet dark, into the sepulchre, and seeth the
stone taken away from the sepulchre, Then she runneth,
and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple,
whom Jesus loved, and saith unto them, They have taken
away the Lord out of the sepulchre, and we know not where
they have laid him, Peter therefore went forth, and that
other disciple, and came to the sepulchre, So they ran
both together: and the other disciple did outrun Peter,
and came first to the sepulchre, And he stooping down,
and looking in, saw the linen clothes lying: yet went he
not in, Then Pometh Simon Peter following him, and went
into the sepulchre, and seeth the linen Plotheb lie, And
the napkin, that was about hig head, not lying with "the
linen clothes but wrapped together in a place by itself,
Then went in also that other disciple, which came first
to the sepulchre, and he saw, and believed For as yet
they knew not the Scripture, that he must rise again from
the dead, Then the dlsciples went away again unto their
own home, But Mary stood without at the sepulchre weep—:
ing: and as she wept, she stooped down, and looked into
the sepulchre, and septh two angels in white sitting, the
other at the head and the other at the feet, where the
body of Jesus had lain, And they say unto hpr Woman ,

why weepest thou? She saith unto then, Benause they h&VP
taken my Lord, and 1 know not where they have laid him,
And when she had thus said, she turned herself back, and
saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus,

Jesus salth unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? bhe sup-
posing him to be the garden91 aditp unto him, Sir, if
thou have borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid
him, and [ will take bhim away. Jesus saith unte her,

]

‘:‘j“:/ @
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Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father:
but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto
my Father, and your Father; and to my God and your God,
Mary Magdelene came and told the disciples that she had
seen the Lord, and that he had spoken these things unto
her,

Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the
morning, they came unto the sepulchre, bringing the
spices which they had prepared, and certain others with
them, And they found the stone rolled away from the
sepulchre, And they entered in, and found not the body
of the Lord Jesus, And it came to pass, as they were
much perplexed thereabout, behold, two men stood by them
inﬂshining garments; And as they were afraid, and bowed
down their faces to the earth, they said unto them, Why
seek ye the living among the dead? He is not here, but
is risen: remember how he spake unto you when he was yet
in Galilee, Saying, the Son of man must be delivered into
the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third
day rise again, And they remembered his words, And re-
turned from the sepulchre, and{told all these things unto
the eleven, and to all the rest, It was Mary Magdalene,
and Joanna, and Mary tbe mother of James, and other women
that were with them, Which told these things unto the
apostles, And their words seemed to them as idle tales,
and they helieved them not, Then arose Peter, and ran
unto the sepuichre; and stooping down, he beheld the
linen clothes laid by themselves, and departed, wonder-
ing in himself at that which was to come to pass,2

After breakfast the family members take different
directions for the remainder of the morning, The mother and
the female offspring attend the annual sunrise service and f
preaching, while ithe men and the male offspring travel td
Sugar Hill for the egg~cracking contest,

The Easter Sunrise Commanity Service is an observance
and celebration of the Lord's resurrection from the death of

the tomb, There is singing and seripture reading by the

Ljohn 20:1-18, | Tuke 24:1-12.
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worshippers, All parts of the program of worship biend into
the symbolic gathering, The darkness of the early morning
hours 1is symbolic of the death and evil of man as Christ lay
in the tomb; the first flickering rays of éunlight aymholize
the hope shown Py the few who came to the tomb of Jesus
Christ to weep; The bright sun moving upward in the sky is
symbolic of the stone being rolled away from the openinggof
the tomb and the resurrection of the éﬁrist, andvthe con;
tinued shining of the sun in its fullness represents the ever-~
present and omnipotent Christ and the warmth of his love,
This worshipful attitude continues through the morning hoh;s‘
When the service ends, the community of believers return to
their respective homes for the annual Easter dinner with the
family, As Dr, John W, Tresch explained, "The Easter Com-

munity Service is traditionally and religiously a p@rt of
¥

\

this community's culture w1
The men and boys spend their morning at Sugar Hill,
on the outskirts of Cherryville, in egg-cracking ébntests‘
To participate in the comtest a person must have enough eggs
to fight at least a challenge and a return challenge, The
competition develops from the e¢hallenge of someone that his

egg Wwill crack another'= egg. Each man involved in a contest

linterview with John W, Tresch, Doctor of Divinity,
Pastor, First Baptlst Church, Cherryville, North Carolina,
% February 1975,
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holds his egg firmly in his hand, with the small end of the

egg protruding throuéh the. opening between the thumb and fore-

finger, At a signgl given by a neutral bystandér;“each man
strikes his egg aginst the foe's egg in the qgﬁnef of a tbasf
between two friends, This "fight" is symbolic of the men's
awareness of the ¢onstant struggle of the forces of good and
evil in their lives, The egg that crgcks becomes the prop-
erty of the man who holds the egg that did not break, This
ritual continues until there is a determinationLof the win-
ners and losers, The men go to great extremes to devise an
egg that 1is harder than those of their opponents, Some
actualky feed their chickens special feeds which are supposed
to produne a tougher egg shell, None will tell their origi-

nal ideas, but the winner of the 1972 egg-cracking contest

is rumored to have fed oyster shells to his prize laying hens
All the eggs used in the -"Tights' are hardboiled and colored
in deep shades of blue, red, and green,

The c;ntest is used by the fathers of the young men
to pfovideﬁa lesson in the battle of 1life, where gocod and
evil are constantly befofe alI,- Men who are thought to have
evil ways win as well gs those who are considered by the com-
munity to be ‘''‘good” men, The fathers use this example in

teaching the yvoungsters the biblical truth which all één re-

cite: "Lord causeth it to rain on_the good and the bad_"l

IThe reference is to Matthew 5:45: That ye be the
children of your father which is in heaven: for he maketh
his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain
on the just and on the unjust,

NIRRN
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Midday brings the annual Easter dinner with families
gathered around the table to shar@ chicken, turkey, ham,

gravy, rice, zreen snap bheans, sauce, jelly, h;t rolls, cof-

fee, and ginger tea, All eat héartily as they express their

’
greetings andvlove for the family unity and for another year
of life. ! The Resurrection of Christ receives*honor and ap-
preciation through their hoée and belief in life which He has
given to ali who accept Christ as Savior and believe in the
Lord Jesus Cbrist,

After the meal, the eldest man or the father of the
children must take chargf of hiding the colored Easter eggs
in preparation for the childien's Easter egg hunt, He, along
with another person he selects, hides all the children's eggs
which they received from the Easter Bunny behind rocks, in
corners, and other inconspicuous places, All the while the
women are responsible for asaring for/the children, who must
not ‘''peep” yhile the eggs are being hidden, Those persons
responsible for the hiding feturn and give the signal for the
start of the hunt, Each child is given recognition as he
locates the eggs. " This uncovering of the eggs is symbolic
of the Resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, The children
are given the symbolism through the story of the stone bze:lng)‘F
rolled away from the tomb w;th the sighting of Jesus Ch%ist
by Mary Magdelene, just as they roll away the stone (coJer-

ing) from the eggs and sight them, As the evening fades, the
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celebration and observances of Easter are complete for another

year,

Ascension Day

Sy
The families who till the soil along the banks of In-

dian Creek and Lick Fork Creek for their livelihood depend
upon religious éigns and observances to regulate the plant.-
ing, cultivation, and harvesti;gjéf the crops, These beliefs
and practices'have a wide range of meaning, but basically re-
late to the familiesf belief in a better wérld to come and
the necessities to qualify for location and eternitiyin
Heaven, One of the observances which still flopurishes today
among theée folk is the Ascension Dai observance, some how
over fhe years evolving in pronunciation to "Sain-Sen" or
"Sain-Sun" Day, N
Specisal recognition and observanées for this day are
taken directly from the Bible, in that f&rty days after the

Resurrection of Jesus Christ came his ascension into Heaven,

Those persons who practice the religious observance on this

.day will do no form of rigorous work in the fields for fear

that the evil of the unknown world will completely consume
the good of the family during the year, This refraining from
manual labor, much as they do on the Sabbath of each week,
must be for the entire day and for all members of the family,
The men in the household are allowed to do only those chores

that:are absolutely necessary tc sustain life for the farm

‘ R i #
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animals and the family, This allows for milking and feeding
the cows, but excludes dehorning or emasculating catile, The
women do not cook on "Sain-Sun' Day due to the nonwork obser-
vance; therefore, the family eats food that was prepared on a
previous day, The children are allowed to attend school, but
must be excused from any chores that involve manual labor in
the soil, A case in point occurred in the life of Bobby
Stowe Carpenter, as he explained in a group interview with
his family:

In the year of 1958, while a sophomore at Cherryville
High School, a cousin of mine was asked to help prepare
the baseball field for an important contest. Since it
was every boy's dream in school to have the opportunity
to help the athletic coach and thereby be excused from
class, he accepted without first realizing that it was
Ascension Day, Completing the work on the field, he was
very proud to have done such a good job and immediately
told his father as soon as he got home after school,

But to his dismay and utter disappointment he was in-
formed by bis father that work had been done in the earth
on Sain-Sun" Day be a member of the family,

Throughout that year, evil forces were prevalent
among his family, The family's cotton crop failed dras-
tically from more than a bale to the acre to less than
cne-fourth bale to the acre, even though some neighboring
families located around their farm had excellent crops,
His mother's health declined more in that year than any
year before or since the inappropriate observance, His
sister experienced exrruciating pain in an illness re-
tated to femininity, Throughout the year the misfortuns
continded until the family observed "Sain-Sun” Day as
they should have in the previous yeardl

Bach famwily in the bomes lovcated along ndian Coeel
mag Bad fhe wlstortune b nol obgeeviag “Salo=Sun' Doy and
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can provide accounts of such happenings, Junie Black White,
some eighty years old and a lifelong resident of the area,
related:

There was a Beam man who plumb nigh furgot that thar day
of not aworkin', He fetch his mule to the field and be-
gined to plow ‘'cause it was such a pretty day, not a
cloud in the ULord's Heaven, Well shore a'nuff, he di’
make -it to the end of the row and begined to turn that
ole' mule, Well, did ya Lnow that ole' mulie started to
acted up and tried to head toward the barn, but that
thar Beam fellow grabbed the lines so tight that thar
mule stopped dead in hissum tracks, As that ole®' mule
didst, lightning, a biggum bolit, struck him dead for out
of that that clear sky, 1I'm tellin' ya that the Lord
aint wantin’ no workin' on the Sain-Sun Day.!l
Others who observe the Ascension of the Lord relate similar
experiences of misfortune caused by the evil in their lives,
The activities of the day may or may not include a
worship service other than the regular family devotions held
during the breakfast hour, The wen and boys observe the re-
mainder of the day imitating the lives of the disciples of
Christ by fishing with pets in Indiawr Creek, Seining iz usu-~

ally continued until mid-afternoon, when all the members of

the famlly gather about the cateoh to clean and prepare the

tish for the wmeal oo the next day, The wouwen and virls spend
thelr day wisiting, tolkiog, shaviung, praving, and peloxipng

Az bhe day eads, the o bdeat wale membsoy of Sl §Faml iy
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read the following passages irom the hing James Version of

the Bible (uo other translatiorn iz acceptable):

50 then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was pe- N
celved up into heaven, and sat on the r15ht hand of God, '
And he led them out as far as to Bethany: and he 1ifted
up his hands, and blessed them, And it came to pass,
while he blesqed them he was parted frem them, and cap-
ried up into heaven,

In my Father's hodase are many mansions: if it were pot
so, 1 would bhave told you, 1 go to prepare a place for
you,

vaerthele‘d, [ tell you the truth, it is expedient for
you that 1 go away: for if 1 go not away, the Comforter
will not come unto you: but it I depart, 1| will send
him unto you, 64
And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld,
he was taken up; and a cloud received him cut of their
ght, And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven
as he went up, behold, twe men stood by them in white
apparel; WhIJh also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand
ye gazing up into heaven? thic same Jesus which is taken
up frem you into heaven, shall so come in like manner us
ve have Seen him go inte heaven o

#hao ls gone luts heaven  and iz on the vight hand of Qod:
appels  and quiborit ies 2
ii:;
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“hog bucket,” The contalner used for the hog bucket! was in
m;ny cases a discarded five~galion o1l bucket o1 can used to
eatch;gll the leftovers from the preparation of family meals
and the tood nét eaten by the family,
Tenday the hogs are slauéhtered@ ﬁléanéd, and cut up
at home by the families, It is important tkat all medbers of

the tamily be involved in the hepg killing, in that each has a

cparticalar chore which he has been awarded by the family head,

The kililings alwavs involve the wife and female children,
husband, male oifspring, anc-les, aunts, and grandparents

The slaughteriag ugually’iak@s place some time he-
itween the last weel of November and the end of December. The
kiliing is dope in accordance to the phase of the moon and
the seducated guess’ of cold weather, The family leader
itather or girandfather) is responsﬂbie for tue decision to
kitl the hog in that if the woon is full or shrinking and the

4
Signs are 1or cold weathey, it is hog-killing time.

lThis hucket, used for collecting table scraps for
hog food, had several other uses, Some of these included
feed bucket, slop jar, and water pail, When used as a feed
bucket it served as the container in which the farmer carried
cottonseed and ground oats or corn to all the livestock kept
in the barn stalls, The slop jar was used by members of the
family to excrete body wastes during the night rather than go
outdoors to:the "john," These wastes were always emptied
from the hog bucket before the table scraps were placed in it,
In the springtime the bucket was used for transporting water
to the garden when planting tomato, pepper, and sweet potato
plants,

Capop &
Ty




84
The weather signs used'vary from family to family,
but all seem to center around the relation%pip of God to man,
Lawrence Beam explained:
When you learn all the weather signs which th' good Lord
-~ has put in front of our noses, you realize that by his
grace we are all able to live and make life worthwhile.
For example, look over there at that thar boomerl col-
lectin' all them thar hick-o-nuts; at this time of year,
Why, he knows it is gonna be a lang, cold, hard winter!
Now, if you want to have a good cure_-of them hams of the
hogs, watch for the moon, The Lord made it and expects wd
us to use 1it, to be right, then kill them thar hogs .2
Some signs which indicate the acvant of cold weather
as well as the most suitable time for hog killing are: (1)
pain in the joints of the knees ¢t the eldest mun in the fam-
ily: (2) "kitty Dids"3 visible during the day: (3) rabbits
hiding iu burroughs rather than in stubble filelds: (4) iive-
stock with extremely long and thick rcoats of hair: 5)
squirrels bullding nests in the ground rather than in the
trees; {(6) wind coming from the northeast; (7% clear sky and

full moon with halo around it: (8) red-cojored sky in the

late evening; (9) chickens scratchiog for iocd in barnvard

s squirrel which is smalierpr than the more fawmiliar
North Amevican Grey Squlrret! on the east coust of the Ualted
States,

Y 2interview with Lawrence Beam, Cherryville, Norih
Carolina, 19 December 1974,

3"K1tty Did” or "Katey Dide"™ are pames by which the
populace of the area refer to crickets, Some "ole’ timees®
say the name was derived from the sound the cricheis maks
ihiFh foretells cold weather,

g
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stalls; (10) gunieas cackling durinx midday; (10) roosters
croving much later than sunrise; (12) fowl roosting low to
the ground; (13) cows lying down to sleep; (14) suckling
calves not weaning from mother on time: and (15) crickets
"hollowing* until midnight,

Charles Hukh Black advises that:
The only times to kill uh hog is th' full moon, or jest
‘round th' full moon, If it 'uz to shrink, then th' moon
musta uh bein' skrinkin' too, There'd be uh whole uh
lots ubh lard an' grease if it 'uz on the downin' o' th'
- moon, 1lf the moon is uh growin', then thar won't be no
lard much,l ’
Another native, J, M, McSwain, who has been killing hogs in
his family for sixty-five years, warned:
Don't you do no_killin' of uh sow hog whilst she is hog-
gin' or,borin' 2 Why, when ye stic' uh sow in heat, the
meat w{’la taste uh bitter you can't eat it, little *long
be ablevto stand the stink whilst your woman cooks it 3
The hog-killing day for each family is g0 arranged by

all members that there will be no interféﬁence by other

i

activities, & day designated tor hog killing begins with the

farmer getting up very early (break of day) to start a fire

Tfnteprview with Charies Hugh Black, Cherryvilleﬁg
Novih Carolina, 10 December 1974

B Zinterview with J, M $-Swain, Chervyvitle, North
tCaroiipna, 11 December 1974

3Hoggin“ or borin’ refers to the period of time 1in

which a female hog, called sow, is in a susceptibleness to

the implantation of the male hog's sperm within the aterine

organ rar the unitiang with the egy to form piglets,
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for heating a large container of water., This water is used
after slaughtering to scale the skin of the hog, thereby
creating a peeling of the hair off the hide, Meanwhile, the
person in the group designated as the one to kill the hoy is
preparing to do this by hitting the animal a sharp blow on
the head with a blunt instrument or by shooting it in the
head directly between the eyes, Immmediately upon the fall
of the hog, the killer se¥ers the juglar vein so that the
animal will bleed, a

There is an unspoken ceremonial significance in the
killing and bleeding of the hog Persons designated to per-
form the task have been elevated to their particular job be-
cause of special reasoning or tradition, 1In the cuse nf the
Black family (direct descendants of the first Black in Cher-
ryville), the killer is Charles Black because he was taught
by his grandfather the exact place to shoot a hog so that the
meat will cure and taste better, Likewise, John Lee Black
(Charles®' brother) is the only person allowed to cut the juyg-
lar vein, Each man feels, even though they do not discuss it
that he must performfin a manner which will maintain bis posi-
tion in the family akp carry on the tradition which he has
inherited, From time to time their sons are taught a suwall
portion with each kill, since they will assume the responsi=-
bility of hog killing upon the death or inability of their

!
fathers, In case the killer or cutter does unot have a con,
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he designates through the teaching and spafing of responsii

’

. . bilities with another man the one to take his place,
| AS the -last drop of blood drains-from the hog, the | Hﬁf
carcass is drigged Sy all;fhé men to thé hot water barrel,

. Here they la§ the hog on boards and begin to pour the scald-
ing water on all parts of the hog,\~gncé the hot watg¥ scalds
tge sk;n,’it is scraped with a not-too-sharp kﬁif%, This

\ ; ’process-of‘scalding and sé}aping continues until Qil the hair
is removed~fromgthe hi?e.‘ The séraping is coﬁplete when the
leader“gives tﬂé wdrdtlb9t~never until all p%rts of the hog
hgve been theroughly cleéned of *hair, 1In preparing for

‘scraping, it is/of utmost importance thﬁt the skin not re-
ceive\ﬁoo mach hot water saturation, thereby cfeating a\"set—
ting" réther than 2 ‘loosening of the hair,

l hé the le;dér decrees that the scrape is finished,
the young men scurry:to tin& a singletreel to be uséd in 11ft-
iag the carcass off the boards, This is done by exposiné >

.. the tendons of the hind legs in which the ends of the single-

the singletree so thatﬁthe“carcass is pulled upside down with
— ; . i ~
hind legs spread:wide by the singletree,

i

:

| v 5

: i . 1A wooden bar, usually two to three feet in length,

v with _steel couplings on either end and used as the connection

’ between a plow d a horse's harness, The singletree is used

. in the slaughtering process because it is usually the proper

g length necessary to spread the hind lggs to the needed width ,

% 50 the intestines can De ‘easily removéd from the carcass. '

LT

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
‘ J ”
tree are caught, A rope is then attached to the bridge of o
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Once the carcass is hung from the support, there is

i

a period during whigh the men "socialize " This period’of

I
» Ty,
socializing is necessary for the men to find time for all to N
clean their hands for the intricate part of the kill that is,

removing the intestines and head from the carcassvenc~cutting
up tbe parts, The women and young girh&sare responsible for
broﬁidihg clean wdter ia the “wash pan" with soap and towel,

~The wash pan is a container approximately ten to twelve in-

)

.ches 'wide with a depth of four to eight inches it is used

by the whole group to wash awdy thé blood, manure, hair, and
."% v
scrapings from their hands and knives ¢

While the men are washing up, there is a8 general mood

3

.of expertise in the kiil ferr each individual The'berson who |

»

would like to have the position of juglar vein cutter but was
| somehow not allowed the honor might comment, '"Do ya' all

thank it has had uh good bleedin'?" The.group then Joins in

a

the discussion in that there is always good-natured ribbing

1

iand kidding from all the men. In this kidding and ribbing *
there is always respect given to the older men but at times
the young married men in the group wilL question the ability
of an older man in his responsibilities,

[}

As the men finally spend theiritime at ribbing'each

L]

\other, the last man has cleaned his hands and the cutting of
the head begins, Usually the man considered to be the most

adept will be responsible for taking the head off. The cut
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is made just above the ears and continues - until a-complete
circle has been made about the neck Joints which makes for
the final separatiou of the head and body, As the blood and
other liquids flow from the neck cavity, the final gesture

is made concerning the "sticking of the vein "

-+ The next action is to take a véry sharp butcher ‘knife

usually sharpened by the man rosponsible for the inclsion

during the aforementioned actionf and to cut onpe long, deepm,/wﬁ

line down the center of the belly from the crotch to the
chin, being careful not to irritate the delicate lining of

the envelope holding the intestines. Inmediately, the large

&intestinéjis cut from the anal «opening, pulled out, and tied

with a twine string, The intestines and other organs are
then removed'from the carcass, The liver, heart, lungs:yznd
kidneys are cut free from the intestines, These are set to
soak in water while the cutting up of the hog continues,

. When the inside of the carcass is completely cleaned,

the process usually begins anew for several of the persons

‘as they ready for another hog., While they are readying for
.

another hog, others are ,responsible for cutting up the cleaned

-

carcggs B This cutting up is done on the back porch on tables

or boards,
All the persons seem to know exactly what their re-
spOnsibigities are, Some cut off excess lean meat for use

)
in the sausage grinder, while others (in many cases the

RIS R
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mother and daughters). clean and trim the .organs, Qear;,"ton-

3 . .
;17 B ) :
gue, lungs, kidneys, and brains for cookfhg Oqegof the most !

. delicious meals is the following morning‘s breakfdst of eggs
cooked with -the orains Very little ot“the hog is not used.

Each section of ‘the hog has a specific use The
o
fatty meat which holds the intevtines is used for lard and

leg portions (hams and shoulders) are to be cured, The fol-
lowing method of curing hams and shoulders has been used by ‘ - ‘

the Black family since their earliest arrival along Indian

(
Creek:

|

|

|

|

l ) must be boiled to separate the lard from the cracklins, ' The

i

l
Lay each ham or shoulder in a sepsrate wrapping of paper,
Then spread a couple coverings of Brown sugar, red pep-
per, black pepper, and salt on the“entire piece of meat,

A¢Wrap the meat with & circular style of covering with the

} paper, ' After the meat is completely wrabped so as to

| keep the even spread of the ingredients, place in a

’ cloth sack and then hang the ham or shoulder in a smoke

| house, In bhanging the ham or shoulder, it is imperative

l that the small part be at the top. This allows for the

|
|
much needed "shrinkin'" [curing] if the moon is right ) ‘
rﬁ,* - for such,l v W
‘ “ . All the sections of meat are used in theﬂpreparation
t o of the families' main source of food for theacoming year,
I The middlins (section between the hams and shoulders) are
' cured much,ihe same way as the hams except that they are
|
l
|
\

smoked at times to make bacon, The backbone and rib meat is

cut and fixed for canning, Tenderloin is cooked at once as ”

—

linterview with John Lee Black Cherryville, North
o Carolina, 10 December 1974

#
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9
. | are the heart..lungs (called lights); head, feet, kidneys,

£

§ ana tongue, The meat to(be used as sausage is cut\in/small
- L = o @ .
piqugt;o be ground in a hand grinder, - It is then seasoned
- ;” ' 3 . ‘} 3§ - )
aRd cwfined for use later'vn the year,

- S . : . *, « Corn Shuckings"

Frost from the first cold spell in later October or

" 3 . ,
early November signals the time for harvesting corn, Today

. most of the farmers use mechanical combines in gathering.i
- their farm products, but there are a few families in the{com-
) L\ 3

munity who still harvest cornm by hand, : g

- This is the case of the families répresénted by the

e

hvBlacks, McSwains, Deiiingeps, Anthonys, and Beams along the

fertile land of Indian Creek, These families gather the corn
~, ° ol

in'a family project, All the males in the families help each

‘other vpullrl their corn., The "pulling" of corn forms'as the
“group~Jerks the individual ears from the stalk to a pile‘in
the middle. of the rows, Upon completing the specified number
of rows, the owner of the corn signals ;or & transfer of the
corn to the corn hous; gfanary, All the corn is sthckeé‘in

an elongated pile approximately four feet wide at the base,

four feet in height, and some times as long as thirtb feet,

>

/

}The method employed by the men gn harvestfng corn $y
hand is referred to as "tha pull,” To break the ear of corn
cleanly away from the stalk, the puller grasps the ear ap-
proximately midway and thern give a guick, twisting, downward
Jerk, Most men pride themselves in their ability to pull two

* ears at a time, one with-each hand, '

=z
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% This extended triangular shape is used to allow for drainage

of any }ain, Snow, or other moisture from the shucks of the
corn, keeping it‘gry enough for the shucking, This corn is
not touched-until all the farmers in the family have com-

pleted the ''pulling" of their corn,

+

* Upog# completion of the "ﬁull," the'ébrn’shuckin§s

~ begin with a certain night established as the time for all
neigqporg and friendg to.come over to the farm for the corn
shucking, The actual shuéking’is quite difficult unless the

following method is used, Cone Anthony ggve these instruc-

tions: | : ¥ Eas )
You take the ear of that_ thar corn an' 'hold it uh with
the' beard up, an' then fetch the openin' by bein*® quick
to jerk 'part the leaves in two par's., You'd wanta to
pull off one leaf at a time, as you\pull the leaves down
in two pieces, then {ou breakin' it Yw*r,yound knee an'
i you- hav' uh clean‘d, ) ‘ .

As the group gathers to form a line of shuckers along

*

the plile ofbcorn, they are aware of several unwritten rules
which are interwoven in the traditfonal’annual corn shuckings,
These ﬁ;éiude the following: (1) the line of shuckers has a

definite "pecking order" determined by age and ability to

before stqppiné} (3) the shuéking must start before dark; (4)

shuck corn; (2) the shuckers always complete the pile of corn
moonlight is the only light to be used by°the shuckefs; 5)

. lInterview with Cone Antﬁony, a senior citizen of the
Cherryville (North Carolina) Township, 29 November 1974,

fid
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the owner hides within the pile of corn a much-sought-nfter
nrticle-—the finder is rewarded by receiving ownership, (6)
the first person to shuck avred‘esr.receives as a reward the
right to kiss any’sinkle iady of his choice; Y?)Lthe women
must spend their time inside the hbuse pféparing*iood for the
shuckers to eat after thef finish the shuck; (8) the younger
males must keep the shucks pulled back from the pile of

corn;  and (9) punishment for the young males who play and

.Jump in the»shucks is three lashes with a belt by the owner

»n'of the corn,

Upon completion of the shucking, all thefgen are in-

&~

vited" into the house for food and fun., . The food usually con-

sists of bologﬂa sandwiches> pimento cheese sandwiches,

'peanut butter and crackers, chéese and crackersh and coffee

nnd ginger tea The eating time is filled with everyone
shnring in the conversation and reminiscing about past shuck-
ings, From within the kitchen a lady relates "Everybody re-

menbers that shucking when ole’ John found two red ears and
Fd
got to kiss not one girl, but two; haint that thar right? I

nev'r will forget that thar fight!1

s

‘Following is an account of a corn shucking by a vet-
} S

eran of over seventy years of shuckings:

n

linterview with Emma Faye McSwain, Cherryville, North
Carolina, 1 December 1974, ;

5
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Ev'ry since ] wuz a little boy I had been a goin' to at
shuckings, held on the places of the families around this
section of th' country, You would seed & long row of

+  corn and the men and boys would a‘'shuck that thar stuff
before the middle of the night, The thang that .all them
young 1assies look to at/them gathering was for their uh
boy friend to find the red ear, so as they could'um kiss,
but they never let on to wantlng to be kissed, Obh,
they'd wodld uh shuck so fast that.at times you'd seed

, ) cuts andéscratches on their hands caused by the fodder

nand of the husk, Why, I'll never furget through all my life
: the times we had &fter the corn wuz shucked and the food
and fun wuz shared all o'us, Them feeds wuz always the
the best'ums at ole' man Patterson 8 house, Ahy 1if it
had'uh been for them corn shucking I'd never no wife
and kids, for you'd seed that year I found the red ear

and won %he kiss that a'led to us a'marryin’',
A

'Hunting

The fertlle land bordering the banks of Indian Creek
and South Fork are planted in late fall with grain crops of

A

oats, wheat barley, and rye, sighaling the beginning of a
restful winter from the farm chores’ for the farmers, The
decline in the responsibilities of the farmland during the
wintry months enables the farme;s of the community to spend
much time in hunting, ’ “

The male members of eaeﬁ‘family are taught the neces-
sary skills to be usedﬁin hunting, These include the proper
way to carry a gun during the hgnt, how to load and unload a
. gun, and the tradztions of. theyhunt The older boys begin to
carry a gun during tbe hunt wheﬂ their father or grandfather
- deciles that they have demonstrated through trial hunts their

ability to join the grodb,

lina, 18 August 1974,
i)‘t)@

/ —»
linterview with Ruffin White, Cherryville, North Caro-
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- The group of men in‘the party of hunters includes
family members and at times neighbors and friends. The
youngest males are well aware of the ﬁnwritt?n rule that out-
sidérs are not to be includﬁg in the hunxvunléss prior per-
mission is given by the eldest man in the family,

Through the years, the major‘reagon for hunting was
to supplement the food supply for the family, but today the
‘Eunting“is carried on as an expression of masculine supreh—

acy, A young hunter expl?ined: ”
Huntin'rhas been a part of-all my life; it kinda like
eatin' 'n sleepin', Why, I would be laughed at if I
was not man enough to hunt like my ole' man did 1
'shore don't want to be no sissy who can't hunt:l

* Some men {n the community never hunt with a gun or
any weapon used in a kill, but simply follow their dogs and
spend their idle fime swapp{ng hunting stories, This‘fol-
lowing of the dogs is prevalent for the fox hunts. Thgse.
sesslons of huntin; usually begin laté in the evening and
continue for hours throughout the night, The time of the |
,huntérs is spent listening for their dog to strike or . 'n
the hun;ed fox, an& many hours are used for sharing folk
tales and balxlads_ -

On January 28, 1975, while listening for the fox

hounds to strike a fox trail, lifelong fox hunter and country

folklorist, Dwight Short, related:

linterview wi h A, L, McSwain, Jr., Cherryville,
North Carolina, 10 Febtruary 1975,

11109



There was ax ole' man who used to live over yonder in
that ole’' house. just arqund the creek., You know the one
- that a couple of miles from here, Well, John Lee was
awful close to that ole' man.'cause when John Leé was a
kid his pappy shet hisself and you krdow how we used to
take on, Well, Johnny Lee was down there a fox. hunting
one night, just a few years ago, when all of a sudden out
of the grougg rose five balls of ‘big ole' fire lights,
And they we headin' right over toward him and went jest
over his'um head, He was scared to death 'cause hone of
the fellows with him saw anything., He commenced to a'
running and left that place,- Well, for him to get to
the -hard-surfaced road, he had to come right past that* )
ole' man's house, And you know what, just as he got ”
about even with the house, the lady of the house come
a'running out on the frent porch a'screamin' that her
man had passed., It was the same time that the lights
had warned of his death, I

The ﬁen, many with big chews of tobacco, "‘rest quietly
3

o between thé tales\on seats of rock and look at each other

AW S ! .

ébogt theiﬁ circle formed around the fire as they await the

Jumping of a fox, As each chews and spits the tobacco juice,
the“thritten rule of respect for the eldest is «appafent
‘ag one after the other joins in the sharing of tales, but

only if the eldest has none to tell,
. N . ’
Flay Sain, a veteran fox hunter of fifty years,

related: | - ” i .

1, -

* There was aqoter of them thar aforewargings~6f death

in that thar family who lost their daddy his killing
hisself, Charles, the brother of John Lee, was over
there courtin’ ?t the neighbors one night several years
ago when he seed this here light come out from under some
brush and 1lit under his feet, He was plumb scared to
death “'cause the fellow with him couldn't see a thing.
Well, jest as they rup past the ole‘ man's house who had
took Charles in to raise, a family member runned out an'

linterview with Dwight Short, Cherryville, Nqrth Car-
lina, 28 January 1915.
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a stopped them to tell them that death "had comé upon the
.man, Now, if that ain't enough, let me tell you what L
that Charles did as he got older. He bought that place, ’
and now sleeps in the same room that oOle' man died in )
‘when he saw them lights, People who have stayed there o
. overnight have heard steps of the ole’ man walking \ cLo
around, until Charles tells him that they\are friends \ \ -
- and not enemies of hissum,l’ o _

This sharing of folktales and family stories con-
tinues until the hounds strike a fox < Then the attention of

’ w .
all is directed toward identifying each hound's bark so the -
|

”owner can boastfully acclaim ownershiL of the hound w The

§

night is spent with all participating in the sharing and

listening for the hounds,

-+ The persons who form the population of Cherryville

Q‘communicate with phrases, words and traditional sayings

S Colloqualisms ) ' b j
which have radically differeqt meanings from the standard l

English ckfinitions Some aresannominations, and others are
paronymous, The following listing illustrates tne word

phrase, or saying and its true meaning when used in the con-

text of Cherryville conversation,

A

been a good spell since Johnson was president ¢

Beat the fire out: = whipping, ex,., '"Johnny needs
to beat the fire -out of..his son for getting your clothes
solled, "

‘Betwixt: between; ex.,, "John isrbetwixt the devil

A good spell: a long duration of time ex,, "It has
and the deep blue sea," - —_— .

4

Lnterview with Flay. Sain at his home on Mill Creek,
Crouse, North Carolina, 11 January 1975,

-
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Bite your toague: to quiet; ex,, "John, bite your
tongue in the library." ’
Bless out: {to fuss; eﬁg;-"ﬂav% you had a bless out?"

-~

Booger man: devil; ex.,, "The booger man made me

~ Break up a patch: to plow a field; ex., "John spent
bis afternoon breaking up a patch. "

Brigaty: brash, forward in speech; ex,, "John was
brigaty in the meeting,"

Cank: to annoy; ex,, "John canks his wife with his
snoring." p >

i

' Carrying on: fo%lishnessf ex:, "John's carrying on .
is rddiculous,* )

Catheads: homemade biscuit; ex., "John likes to
eat catheads for breakfast, " :

) Chaw: to embarrass; ex,, "John surely chawed his
friend, v

Coon's age: a long time; ex,, "It has been a coon's
age since I saw you.," )

Cuf the apron strings: to leave home; ex, ‘nJohn . i
needs to cut the apron strings since he has grown into a man," )
Cuy the rug: to dance; ex,, "Do you want to cut
the rug?" -
f i
Dope: soft drink; ex,, "Coca-Cola is a dope."
Eard: the numeral one, i \
Fair to middlin': moderate partial; e&l, "John
asked for a fair to middlin' dose, w

Fetch: to get, to bring, éx,, "John should fetch
his math book to class. " .

Frock: qress or skiri,

get my feathers up today with that disagﬂeement we. dig-

1115 g .

. R ¢
\ -

cussed earlier. "

|
‘Get my feathers up: to become angry; ex.; "Don't = -




'ing to Sally."

R
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»

Poor mouth: to pity oneself ex,, "I dislike people

& who poor mouth all the time., "

_ Rabbit ’bacca. dried weed used for smoking and o
chewing, . '

Reckly: after a while or 1ater ex, , "John will

be 1n his office reckly,"

Romance around: to loaf; ex,, "All John does is
romance around on his days off from work. "

Run in the ground: talk too much; ex,, "You run in
the ground when we get together for a visit "

Seed: saw; ex,, "John seed the man coming .
Slop jar:~A a vessel used as a toilet, ~

* Smokehouse : storage building for cured meat and
canned goods,

Sparking: dating; ex,, "Johu is sparking Jane. "

Sprang house: storage. building for milk, butter and
other products whiCu need storage in a cool~area

Stick broom: a broom made entirely of straw used .
to sWeep floors o : %

I

Straw tick: mattress,
Taint: it is not; ex,, "Taint so'"

Talking to: dating, courting; ex., "John is talk- .

45

Taters: potatoes,
Tolerable: fair; ex,, "John feels tolerable today.*

Tom-catting: courting; ex.,, "John is tom-catting
a special‘girl." :

. - o ‘
Tote;: to carry; ex,, "Will you tote my bag?"
To wet one's whistle: to drink whiskey,.

Turns my stomach: disgusts ex,, "I am a preacher
and immorality turns my stomach, "

0110
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Under the weather: 111; ex, "John is under the
weather and will be unable to go to work "

Up the creek: to or at prison; ex,, "John has been
sent up the creek. " v

Up the river: to or at prison; ex,, "John is up
the river in Raleigh.v

Vittles' food; ex,, "Mary had some good vittles
for all the guests. " ,

Yorn: yours;

Intertwined in the communications of this populace

© are various illations which seemingly pronounce the tradi-~

K J
tional 1deas of being prideful of their homes, schools, and
i -
community, - ‘ S
T
ot {“1




CHAPTER V

SCHOOL~COMMUNITY RELATIONSHIPS

' \\ 7 The cultural characteristics of the community of

Cherryville haVe derived through the years from the first

and the South Fork of the Catawba River. The \constant ex-
pr;ssion’prevails throughout - the citizenry of those dominat--

ing métives which prompted their forefathers' departure from J
the "homg" country: quest of adventure;'desire for freedom

|
settlers in the area bounded by Indian Creek, Muddy Creek, J
|
irom political oppression, and the wish to escape religious ‘

' persecution,
Characteristic of these early aftfibutes, today the
people still cliﬁg to the folféwing traits: (1) pious people
éonstitutionally endowed with love of freedom of conscience;

- (2) enjoyment of civic rights; (3) welfare in home and family;

; -, - (4) industriousness in productivity:%Lﬁ) thrift and economy;

(6) belief in purity of the home; (7) self-préservation; (8)

a means to a better life; and (11) religion pgqcticéd pfpusly.

%
&
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i strong-willed; (9) hard-working; (1oi belief in edﬁcdtipn as
}
.’
|
|
|
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School-Community Relationships

The aforementjoned characteristics of the populace of

‘the area were further desékibed through an instrument admin-

istered in 1967 to the students of Cherryville High School,

the results of which were made availgble to the public in
writ;en.form,l . x

L e

-

"The research instrument, devised by the gdidance

vocational, and cooperative programs of the local h)gh school

measured the relationship of fzhe school and community by the
implementation of ten broad areas of their cultural activi-

ties, VWithin these ten areas of interest were numerous sub—

headings designed to elicit 1ndividua1 and confidential
responses, The tenm broad areas were: (1) personal data of
students; fﬁ) parents and family of students; (3) home of
students; (4) employment of students; (5) health of students?
(6) sports, hobbies and recreation enjoyéd by tﬁg students;
(7)ﬁtrave1 done by the students; (8) school attendeo by the
students; (9) future plans of the students; and (10) partici-
pation of §he parents in sch005 aff%irs.z

Tabu{gtions of the resélts of the éﬁ:Qey {ndicated

»

that over 99 percent of the students responded, fﬂrom these

|
!

1 H)
School and unit (Chexryville N. C : Cherry~
ville High Scho School, 19675

21bid., p. 9.
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responses there were ‘implications and determi&gtions which

“

geécripeannd presented cultural information, 1In the section

on peréonal data,—the students' responées gave characteris-
tics of the students and their family structures’. Eighty-
six percent of the students lived in a home environment with
both parents participating in active roles,

When the student or‘any cffspring was present gt the
home, 94,7 percent had at least one parent in the hbme, of
the students polled{{92.5 percent had both parentsviiving,

Divorced parents represented only 3.3 percent of the total

" population, The students lived and were reared in homes that

indicated a desire to participate in ali phases of the total “w
educaf%épai program, This interest was shown by tPe fact that
44 .5 pefcent of the parents had finished at lé§§t’; secongary
eduqatiqn‘brogram of study, Of the parents, 83,1 percent had !
a minimum dfﬂa seventh-grade education, Parents' occupations
iﬂ&iéhted that 5,3 percent were professionals, 5,0 percent

were clerical worke;é, 30.8 percent worked in textilés, 8,2
percent were skilled laborers, 2,0 perceht were employed in
semiskilled work, 33,2 percent were active fhﬁservice occu-
pations, and 15,5 pércent labored. in the agriculture-related
vocations, Approximately 85 percent%of the fathers and 65
percent of the mothers in the communi%y participated in oneﬁ

or more civic club, service organization, and fraternity or

sorority,

11
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i Throughout the area, a large majority (74.7 percent)
t s 4 of the families owned their homes and over 95 percent owned u
|

at least one automobile, The Cherryville shopping area re-

|
—~ celved 80.5 percent of the total business transactions

: '
necessary for the families; therefore only 19,5 percent ever

shopped for necessities outside of Cherryville, The families

Sow
with two or more ctiidren indicated that only 18 percent had

s

a student living in the home or away from home who had

dropped out of school, Seventy-eight percent of all the chil- .

sisters had completed at least a high school course of study.
Of those who had completed high school, 53 percent either at-
tended an institution of higher education or had ganTéted

the requirements for graduation. a gf

§
The home environment of the students a?d pt;ents was

v,

|
|
[ dren invblved in the survey replied that their brothers or

e

expressed in the following: 87.9 percent of the QQEes had a
quiet place for studying; 97,1 percent had at le;st one dic-
tionary; 86.4 perceﬁt had at least one daily newspaper with
national, state, and local news services; 99,2 percent had at
least one television 96.9 percent had a radib; 93.7 percent
had a record player, Of the students and their parents, 70.7
percent indicated thedposséssion of a library card, The read-
ing habits ShOWed that 88, J percent of the students had read
five or more books during the previous year, Of the sggdentsﬂ

\‘(‘}\
surveyed, 89,4 percent had regular chores at home, Within !
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the context of the ‘home, the students indicated that tﬁe pre;
vailing musical entertainment and étudy was some form of
modern, hillbilly, folk, or country sound 8.6 percent of the
time, L 4 V
Cultural awareness‘éﬁ geographical places visitez by
‘\the students and‘;heirufamilies was expressed in the tabula-
tions as follows: a musedﬁ, 61 percent; a theater, 79,6 per;
cent;ié zoo, 64,1 percenf; a summer oamp, 57,7 percent; the
home of a famous American, 32,6 Percent;fa membrial battle
ground, 73:5 percent; a stat; capital (Ralei%B, North Caro-
lina), 38,2 percent; a national capital (Washlngton, ﬁ_C.),
29.2 percent; a largebmetrOpolitan city, 76.3 percent; an- ~
other state; 89,1 percent; a large inéustrial plant, 48,7
percent; fﬁe sea’coast, 88,3 percent; mountains, 96,9 per-
cent; a collegiate campus, 64,3 percent, 'TheyPeans of trans-
portationh most often uséd was the automobile, but 25,1 per-
_cent indicated fhat they had made a trip by boat. Also, 25.6
percent had made trips by train and 13,6 percent had trav-
eled by airpﬂane Some (6.7 perceqt) of the stu;ents and
thgir families had visited a foreign country, but 78.2 p§r~
cent of the sample polled had visited only three states in

their travels,

» S

2 o

l1kven though éhe preference was clearly for modern,
hillbilly, folk, and/or country music, a considerable number
of the students voiced their opinion positively toward
classical- and semiclassical music, In the comparisoz the
students showed a 2 to 1 ratio for classical versus semi-
classicak arrangements, :
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?ransient students and families (21,7 percent)Jwere
determined from responses to the item: Stugents have at “
some time during their.school careerxr atterfed a school out-
side of* Cherryville, 1. This figure represented a percentage
of the total students ratber than total families The ratio
of transient Iamilies'becomes)ﬁess t;an 5 percent if inter—
polated in a different frame of reference -

In the final section of the questionnaire, parents’

“participation in the school programs and organizations indi-

cated a majority in all phases: 50.2 percent of- the pas ents

were involved in the Bandfparents Association, 53.5 percent'
actively participated in the Parent-Teacher Association,-

80,2 percent expected and participated in some form of

&

parent-teacher conference durin“the school year,?
Lt

5

Insights Into the Commnnity

»

ﬁn a February 6, 1975, interview, D, R, Mauney, Jr.,,

former Ghairman of the Cherryville School Board, shared in-

&

formation and some personal»insights concerning the commun-
. ity's struggle to preserve its local schools,vthe cultural
relationshipg between the community and education, geograph-
ical determinations of school districts, and taxation,
In response to questions concerning the deveiopment
and organization of the Cherryviile School District, Mr,

*

« Mauney stated:’

l1bid., p. 8, 21bid
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Fairview, Cherryville, and Black Rock were made into
the Cherryville School, District, or were supposed to be
| made into Cherryville School District, Fairview did not
- .~ Wwant to come in because,of a special tax, Now, the peo-
- : ple in Cherryville and the pedple north of Cherryyille
agreed to a small local tax to form the Cherryville
School District, Now, Fairview (which is down in the
. Tryon School District now) starts about the city limits
south of Cherryville and was put into the Tryon School
District because the people did not want to come into the
Cherryville School District because of the special tax
. that w required in support of the Cherryville ' School
' Distrift at that time, The southern and southeastern at-
tendance lines were supposed to be located on’Beaver Dam S |
Creek; but there are three branches of Beaver Dam Creek,
and they never~¢:uld agree which one was Beaver Dam
Creek, Finally they decided, or were finally forced to
[decide] by people not wanting to pay.the extra school
tax, to laccept the] farthest branch next to Cherryville
city limits.as being the Beaver Dam Creek that would make €
the line for 'the Cherryville School Distric -
‘ Now, it is a pretty well-known fact that a lot of .
people south of Cherryville should have heen in the Cherd
ryville School District at one time but [were not] due té
politics and first one thing or another, tax gollectors
not wanting to force people to, Now, you take the Vance
Sellers place down here, which is just off of where Pine- .
hurst Ranch is now; that's Tryon District. You see it
was suppdsed td have gone way on over to the other Sel-
lers, down there where the service station is, op that

. branch of the creek and’run on ove to the Lincoln County
line,  But just as I say, due to-politics, and first one
thing and another, “the tax collectors never did enforce .

this thing, you see; so that caused the Cherryville X
wSchool District to be shrunk up to a certain amount,

"In reference to the nationwide and county movements
for the consolidation of school districts, Mauney continued:

Well, you know, very close ties become effected when
the communities have schools, They live and learn and
their children live and learn in these schools; and they
‘ go there for their community entertainment and community
, get-togethers,~and learn to see each other, and kqu each N

|
|
|
|

' (

linterview with D, R, Mauney, Jr,, Cherryvi{T;, North

Carolina, 6 February 1975, !
/
\
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éther, ahd customs [are] all alike. A school begins to .
be sort of like one of a family, It is part of the edu-
cational process, part of living, and when you take, uh,
it [is] sort‘of like the difference between large cities
and small communities, When you go, you can be more
lonesome in New York City than' in any other place in the
world. I can vouch for that because you know nobody, If
you ask somebody where a store is and you [are] standing
« there on it, he will tell you fifteen blocks away, 'cause
he is just about as confused as you are, Now if you conme
to a small town where people know each other, you can ask
them, "Where is Oak Street?" You say, "I don't know,
Who are you looking fqr? If you are looking for John
Jones or Sara Jones, why they live over hered this way and

I can tell you where,” And all this becomes involved and VA

1t becomes so0 much involved that it is a part of a per-
.son's life; a school is,
~Probably, as you know, progress sometimes overruns
itself as far as education is concerned or anything else;
they get taken with things which seem to be in the vogue
that day and then they revert to the real downright 1liv-
ing of life as it should be, You know, this.is the thing
about the young people today., They don't eat all this
Tancy food, they want soul food, and it‘'s coming back to
that sort of*thing, They want cabbage, potatoes, and
beans, instead of steak and shrimps, and that sort of
thing, I mean it is an evolutiﬁﬂmthat comes that way,l

Tabulation of the vote in the @ferryville Township on

February 20, 1968, to settle the issue of consolidating the
three school systems of Gaston County lnto one unified dis-
trict, ghowed only 145 for and 1,0665agg1nst, This led to
ghe fdllowiqg expressions and thoughts from Mauney::

Cherryville at one time started out with a very small
supplementary-tax, You know, you always get a per capita
. tax from your county, The state furnishes you with your
\ teachers and your county furnishes you with your capital
ocutlay, which 1is buildings, grounds, and properties of
that kind-<I mean real estate, The community had to ‘sort
of put the icing on the cake, really, You can only vote
50¢ per $100 valuation for school purposes, and

libid.
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Cherryville had 25¢ “at one time, voted a good many years
ago, Then they stepped that up, with, another vote, by
15¢ per $100; that gave us seventy-five td eighty thou-
sand dollars a year to spend for extra teachers, The
schools here used it for equipment and extra teachers,
and our per capita and teacher-pupil ratio in the state
was second, We were second to a place in the state ac-
cording to teacher-pupil ratio; I believe our ratio was
1:23 in the high school' I, don t know what it was ik _the
other grades,

We were recognized as one of the better school sys-
tems in the State of North Carolina, having all our
schools approved by the Southern Association of Schools
and Colleges, which is the ac.crediting association for -
educational institutions in the South, Our high school
was one, I won't say it was the first, but it certainly
was the second because of the time of consolidation there
were only two that were accredited by the Southern Associ-
ation, That was Ashbrook High School in*Gastonia and
Cherryville High School in Cherryville, We were the very
first to [use] this plan of junior high school which
seemed to be the plan at that time, which had 6-3-3 (this
was before kindergarten), first through sixth grade; then
seventh, eighth, and ninth in' a junior high -school; then
the tenth eleventh and twelfth in a senior high school
The Junior high school was built' upon the recommendation
of Educational Foundation, uh, Educational Specifica-
tions, to become an accredited junior high school, which
it has become since consolidation it was already started
before consolidation,

Yes, thetcommunity raised a lot of money; 35¢ on a
$100 valuation was ample with the tax valuation we had in
this township to give us plenty of money and support our
school system of approximately 1,700 to 2,000 people,

When integration did come along, we were able to
handle that very nicely because we had good Negro constit-
uents in this commdfiity who understood the situation and
cooperated very nicely, We changed our integration plan
to having only classes for a Specific grade in a specific

-school; that meant that anybody of any color, of any dis-

tinction at all, had to go to the same school, We had
very little trouble with that and it; has worked out as
well as possible, due, I say, to the coolness and the
cooperativeness of both black and white,

With reference to payin uh, the school buses were
given there; we even had peodple in the community to give
shades and movie”projectors and articles of all kinds to
our school system; they were very kind, The books in the
library were brought in through the community, They
built the stadium here that cost $78,000; none of it came

120 s
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- from county funds--all came from the community  and the
money came Within two months, [There were] numerous,
numerous things that this community did in their love and
interest for their schools, .

Now, you asked me something about consolidation, The
community of Cherryville was not completely opposed to
consolidation, They thought that a great deal more study
should be _given to the proposition in the fact that there

) . were three school systems:in the county at that time--

: Gastonia City Schools, Gaston County School, and Chérry-
ville City Schools, Within the Gaston County Schools
thére were, I believe, nineteen tax units, ranging from'
nothing, which was in the Tryon Community at’ that time,
to three cents over in Lucia, where‘Duke Power Company
owned that big power plant there, to, I guess, Belmont -
[(which] maybe had the largest, I don't know for sure,
But there were nineteen, I believe, seventeen or nineteen
separate tax units in Gaston County, which caused a lot
of confusion, and I'can see why the tax authorities and
county commissioners might want it done, .

i . Now, the proposition was first proposed by George
Jenkins in Gastonia that it would save money for the con-
solidatiop of three systems, which sounded logical, They

\ looked into it, and, of course, pushed a vote; then after
the election they found that it cost almost three times
as much to administer a consolidated school system as it
did the three separate units’ :

'~ Of course there was a great deal before consolidation,
great deal of difference between the quality 'of schools
in the communities in this county, And some communities
got more than their share, gnd some got nothing, This
was, in my opinion, due. to their school committees and
due a great deal to the sch®ol administration who did
what they had to do politically, |
_ If the consolidation could have been worked out and
studied and tried to have been put together with an equi-
table plan, it might have worked, But now it has a lot
of dissension, and I don't say it will never work; but a
lot of animosity has occurred, A small - community never
has liked to be stepped on or knocked aréund by other
people., We had a new tractor here} just for instance,

. new school furniture in the Superintendent's office, all
kinds of equipment, such as fans, projectors, and all .
that sort of that that were, uh, immediately upon consol-
idation the powers that be in the consolidated [system)

. came and took them, They sent us used equipment, nothing

, of comparable quality, and we did not think this was fair,

* and still do not think it was fair, and it causes a lot
of animosity among people, ! \,

z .
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In response to questions concerniug geographical lo-
cation and cultural influences in the community school, D, R,

Mauney stated: , e PR

It makes a lot of difference, in that _geographically
We ‘are isolated from the mainstream of Gaston County,

You know, this community was settled by German descent,
pretty hot-headed, strong-willed people, _People who did
not mind working and people who believed in education and
religion, They had carved a place out up here for them,

“and if you go back in history, I guess it was one of the
most rugged communities anywhere in this part of the
State of North Carolina, ) v

But I think the thing the people do not see in the
county structure {is that) it is not jealousy of these
people here, it is not selfishness, but we are isolated
from the rest.of the county in the road system, telephone
system, and our power systems are allocated to us through
other county seats, We are more or less '"foreign" to
our county seat in Gastonia, Why, we can get to the hos-
pitals (they accuse us of not cooperating with Gastonia
on the hospital)--we can get to two fine hospitals in a
third of the time that we can.get to the fine new hos-
pital that they have in Gastonia (which is a blessing);
and I think the people would get there if we, uh--we have
had to, fight to get a road to our county seat, We do not
at this time have a dirett telephone connection toll free
to the county seat, These are some of the things,

I also say that if yau get a certain deficiency of cer-
tain things that ''bugs'" you, like Cherryville's isolation,
that you should have a little loving kindness toward them,
They are a part of the people! Look at what the State
of North Carolina does for Dare County, and they do not
have anybody down there, ~They'll probably get back a
bundred times what they pay to the state educational
process, But they are people, too, and if you wanted to
ostracize them and make the children travel, like some
do, and take their owh spirit away from them, I guess you
can do it; but it isn't a very pleasdnt thing. It does
not cultivate coziness and neighborliness and understand-
ing of one for another,

-

i He explained the relationship of the local cu%ture

and the desire to maintain the local high school as follows:




¢

S " 113

in our county, thfs I am sure can be matched by some of
the communities, but we have-had a great deal of repre-
sentation in the legislature from the community, We
furnished the last two superintendents they had in Hunter
Huss; and when they got ready to make a superintendent
for Gaston County consolidated schools, where did they
go to? They came to Cherryville to get him, The chair-
man of our county commissioners has been a resident of
this community for years and a very strong mgn, I chal-
lenge you, for textile ingenuity and anything you want
to go to, you will find it in the textile plants in
Cherryville, Using Carl Rudisill, Mf, C, A, Rudisill,
as an example, only he'd just be one of many, and he wzas

If you go bhcz{ovér the years and look at the leaders

~ instrumental--if not the dominant factor--in getting the
, textile school placed in :zlmont when he was in the leg-

islature, This shows to that he had a very unselfish
attitude about it, for if he’had wanted for himself, he
Wwould have brought it to Chexryville, ’ .

- I think very definitely that you can go over the :
Years and find strength of character and strength of pro-
gressiveness and self-sufficiency in the German blood
that has been dominant in this community, We- have always
had good boards of education here, andgthe thing that
struck me as being one of the factors Is the fact that we
had a cross section on our board, Usually we had a farm-
€ér, a businessman--we had just a cross section of the
people, It turned out that {that] was real good,

One of the times that stands out in my mind is when
segregation came to be a factor and force, It looked as
if #t-was going to be something that really was going to
cause g lot of trouble in this strong-headed community,
Why, a/so-called member of the Klan was elected to this
board, ‘to the Board of Education, The man proved to be
as much as anything one of the factors to help us solve
our problems, He was unaware of the things that had to
be done; and when he became aware of the need and the

Y

federal government's pressure for these things, he co-

operated and helped bring the people in to understand,

This is--has sort of been--oh, we have had plenty of

fusses and fights in the elections; there is not any ques-
~ tion about that, But I think that makes for a good com-

munity, If a man cannot fuss a little and come out
friends, there is really something wrong.with his charac-
ter, I think that has made the community as strong as it
is, It is soFt of like talking about one of the grand-
children: Grandma would not gllow anybody else to talk

about them, but she could do the talking!
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- Yes, I think that we have been privileged to live in
“a very unique community, Of .course, I have never lived
anywhere else and that may be the reason I feel this way, B
but ‘I think we are real fortunate to live here in Cherry- ¥
ville, I do not believe that-within true conscience they
can take the very heart out of a community like this and
displace the people and accomplish anything, As far .as
putting Tryon and Cherryville together, they should have
been there ‘all the time, They are people who think alike,
people who believe, strong people [who are) willing and
want progress, But there has beén planted the seed of
animosity between them, and a lot jof things that are not
exactly as they appear to be, If Cherryville and Tryon
¢ could get together with a school in any kind of a prox-
imity whatsoever, it would [be) one of the finest schools .
in North Carclina, 1 do not have any doubt about it, and
to take in a,whole other neighborhoocd and bring them in
and put them in this atmosphere I think would b® a bad
mistake 1

|

|

|

|

[

114

The préceding transcription of aﬂtape-recorded inter-
viei with this citizen of Cherryville who had served as
Chairman of the Cherryville School Board for approximately
fifteen yéars gives insight into the impact which the Ger-
man people and their culture have had on the developﬁent and

organization of the community's educational program and

processes, ¥ithin the views of'the former chairman, there

seemed to be thoughts indicative of the philosophy of isola-

tion, cultural traditions and belijiefs, con?}nuance”of family
wishes with no desire to accept outsideréjvbélief in taxation
for commuﬁity use, pride in the achievements of their people
in educstional and governmental endeavors, and the competi-

tiveness within the community which unifies when challenged

by noncommunity issues. @ -

11bid,




"CHAPTER VI

ILLATIONS CONCERNING THE PRESERVATION
OF THE LOCAL HIGH SCHOGL

Tradition in America is a qualitative characteristic
which has influenced and will continue to influence the lives
of every individugl throughout the many and varied cultures
of the nation, states, counties, communities, and even fami-
lies, The U.S, Governmentvfunctions on priﬁciples which have
been Qbserved aﬂh preserved*F;om previous experimentation,

Such is the very nature of America's entire system of  juris-
/“*L"

‘prudence, which operates on traditional decisions,

L J
Society as a whole seemed to base many of its mgjor

decisions on traditions, Educatiod, the fundamental tool for
i i - ‘ _
developing man's ability to deal successfully with his en-

vironment, operates under the authority of tradition,

The avenue traditionally followed by education through'

the past two hundred years in America inculcates the fealis-w
tic yetﬂphilosophical idea that each person shares in the
responsibility and control of the sdhools in his communigy
through the voice of appointment or election of the qchool
board, The control of schools, however, is;seemingly

115
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evoivimg now into a pseudopublic control brought about by the
ever~liucreasing demands of reformers (academic gtyle) in fhe
role of educational conShltqnts and administfatoré. Through
the efforts of such eduéationgl leédership 1n‘4merican
schools, there hés been a Qramatic decrease of '"people répfe—
sentation" in the control of the institutions which train and
provide education for the people

7 % _In 1900 the number of school districts in the United
States tothled approximately 100,000 operating districts
under the jurisdiction of a cumulative tota}uof approximately
700,000 school board members, But by the féar 1974 the num-
ber of operating school districts had declinea to about
16,000, with a correspon ing school b&d?d membership of ap-

proximately 150,000, e national pogulation in 1900 was

76 miliion persons; fherefore, there was one school board
representative for abou% every 100 persons in the United
States, The arithmetic comparison of 150,000 school board
representatives in the 1974 population (210 million) equals
a ratio of one representative to every 1,500 persons,1 Thi;
seems to indicate that comnsolidation or centralizat%pn of

the operating §y§tem has evolved to pseudopublic coﬁtrol

through a systeﬁitic reduction in the number of school board

.

members, If public%control of the schools had remained

interview with Robert Falls, Assistant Superinten-

dent, Gaston County Schools, Gastonia, North Carolina,
10 Jaﬁuary 1975,
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proportionate, both the number of operating school districts
and the number of schPolgboard members would have increased

as the population increased, However, the aforementioned

i
statistics show that no such developuent occurred, Hence,

‘ thé'implication is clear that public control of American

=3
secondary schdol systems has declined through the years,

£ .
Sone Americtns have opposed the trend toward consoli-

dation of units and systems, w%}oh at times seemingly has
been in name only for quality eaﬂbation This opposition
mey have grown out of the people's reluctance to give up con-
trol of their looal school system, Furthef, it possihly
evolved because oonsolidation of certain units and systems
d?peared to cause interruption, deterioriation, and destruc-
téon of traditional and cultural ideals apd values in the

local; autonomous school community, j

~ This persistent desire of some Americans for thelr@
community to retadn ‘control of their schools is a basic prem&
ise of the déep-rooted idealism and traditionalism which seems
to surface in mgst endJavors in the American way of lifq
The determination to preserve the local high school in the-
community of Cherryville is typical of this traditionalhmood

Throughout the history of ‘educational development and organi-

zati%n in the community, this méod emergos agaln and again in

" the people's struggle to preserve their pattern of life in

the functions needed to maintain the community and to pre-

serve the local high school,

e
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. isolationism, In interviews presented in preceding chapters,

*the people indicated that they felt "left out of Gaston

" recorded thoughts of the citize;s. These thoughts were that

. Cherryville is not and never has’been given the necessary

B
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The community explicitly voiceg}its opinion through
a recent referendum in which 86 percent of the vbte was‘”
against consolidation, Not onlg did the vote reflect the
community's opposition to the consolidation of the three edu-
cational systems in Gaston County, b%: it provided other im-
plications, The people involved in this‘community expressed
through tbeir vote in the "aforementioned refe;endum that |
they are self-reliant, strong-willed, and believe in doing

things for themselves, This seems to indicate a degree of

County.," An interpretagion.of that statement would lead to

-

further inferences, .~
There exists in the isolation of Cherryville from the

mainstream of travel, business, and government of Gaston

County an attitade which could be detected in the foregoing,

benefité within the county to encourage participation in all

areas of the l}fe of Gaston County. This is clearly shown in

the allocation of electrical and telephone utilities, which

are served from neighboring county seats, and not from the

case of the limited usg by Cherryville people of the Gaston

County Hospital in Gastonia, It seems that most persons pre-

i -
county governmental seat of Gastonia, Then there was the
fer to seek medical care at the neighboringﬁcouﬂf?fhospitals,
|
|

018
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which can be reached in one-half the time ﬁecessary for the
. ’,{
trip from Cherryvijlle to Gaston County Hospital, than at

1 In 1967-68 there was a

their own tax-supported facility,

Gasfonia-Chervaille struggle in deciding on the %oca&ion of
. . Y

the new medical complex and hospital, even though*éhe Cherry-

ville citizenryfrecognized the fact that %herryville could

not*produce enough[votes to defeat the county as & whole,

. [
4

'As mentioned earlier, the people of Cherryville in
1968 again illustrated tbe&r unity iP strong Opposition to
consolidation with the county public schocl system, A number
of iﬂferences may be drawn from results of the reférendum in
which,'%hile the county as a whole voted favorably for con-
solidal

ion, the residents of Cherryville Township expressed

an 86 percent opposition to the issue,

This expréssion by the voters of Cherryville of their_

opposition to an issue on the county level might be given
different meanings, It could indicate that the people con-
sciously or subconsciously were dealing with the issue of

public control of the school in their community, There could

- -

have been an awareness of the reduction in the ratio of stu-
dents to each representative on the school board as a result
of consolidation, The Cherryville School System before con-

solidation operated with ar ratio of oneurepresentative nn the

K] L
i

lMat Davis, Health glervices and Facilities Evaluation
(Greensboro, N, C,: Planning and Relocation Branch, HUD,
1972), bp. 5. . _

J
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‘mately 24,500 students enrolled in the Gaston County Scho

\
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school board to every 280 stugents.! This they felt main-

tained public control of the local school Q? the»community
Furthermore through their opposition to consolidatlon of “
the three systems--Gastonia, Cherryv111e and Gaston Coupty--

the citizenry may have been expressing their views on t?Z A\
. )

Prior to the 1968 consolidhtion.there

N

igsue of. public control,

System which was administered by six school boax? members for

a ratio of one repreoentative to every 4,100 students, In
some 1nstancesﬁthe’ ‘pr_ entatives did not live in the same o
district aSGthe}r;constitaents, The Gastonia City School
System, in the i967-68‘school year, had a ratio of one board
member to every 1,625 students, The three school systems.io
the county, in the 1967-68 school year, were thus developing
and providirg eddcafional opportunities for some 34,360 stu-
dents and were .governed by a cumulative total of the three
systems' school boards of seventeen‘representatives. These
totals generate an arithmetic ratio of one sché@l board
authority to every 2,021 students, But with consolidation
of the three sepa}ate enfities and their boards of education,

|

the arithdetic ratioc became 1:3825,2 Public control of the

1Gaston County Schools, A Survey of the Consolidated
System, 1974 (’hicago; Public Administration “Service, 1974),
p. 28,

o !
2Ibid, Ty 3
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' ostensible reduction of thé'traditional authority of the

people, could have been thefreai issue in Cherryville's cam-
paign for the preservation of the local high schoo],

- The deduction expressed as the preservation of the
local high schooi'thereby becomes an augmentation to pre-
serve- the local, community school system, Further, the ex~
pression ''preserve the local high school"” possibly is a
mnisnomer since the efforts and basic reasoning of the voting

f o
population of Cherryville Township §eemed to include some of

the folléwing questions or philosophical thoughts which were

drawn from intervie é, group dis ssions,jand personal par-
ticipation in the life of the comminity. —

1. Can the community's strfggle to preéerve th%
local high ;chool be interpreted to mean the continued main-
tenance of the present building facilities for academic a
vocational sch?oling?

2., In the community's opposition to developing the
new 1ntercommun1%y, consolidated, comprehensive senior high
school rﬁlated to a subconscio;s fear of re1e4L1ng or sharing
with outsiders the traditional funcgions held in the local -
high school facili£1qs?

‘ 3. Does the opposition to consolidation of the com-

munity high school rg¢'late to the uncompromising attitudes and

cultural practices of the community?
il .
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4, Could thexloqgtien, or the desire to maintain the
present"locatiOn%}be directly related to ‘the unwillingness of
Cherryville to accept the decision of the Gaqton County ref-
erehdum results?

. 5, Does the nontransient nature “of the student body
‘lend sypport to the opposition? o .

6. 'Does the struggle to preserve the local high
sohool imply an ihnate fear of derogation of traditional meth-
ods of operating and administering“the school?

7. Does the struggle to maintain the local high
school relate to the preservation of a "family" atmosphere

S

'among the student body? .

8, In their resistance to consolidation, afe the
people expressing the idea that Cherryville has bee¢ isolated
in several areas of governmental fuctions in‘Gaston County
anda therefore, they oppose this county issue as Weli as

i
i
!

others, such as the hospital and utilitieg? ) “%
"9, Does the opposition to removing the. high’bchool

from the geographical boundaries of the community express an

awareness of the increased population that would be involved

in a\éonsolidatedJ compreheqsive senlor high- school?

. 10, Can thehstruggle to preserve the iocai high
'school jbe interpreted to mean that the people are unwilling
-

to accept "outsiders" from adjacent communities?

(132
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11, Is the community a%Lrehensive of the possibility

.

of nonaccredited (regional) educational programs in the pro-

posed consolidated h1gh school, since East Gaston (County)
.y

Senior High School is a nonaccredited (regional), consolidated,

comprehensive high school? The inference seems to be.that
the codmunity is unwilling to participate in the proposed
high school becapse such participation would‘aecessitate ac-
- cepting educatiOCal program stendards different from those
standards attained andtmatntaihed in Cherryville High School,
12, Throughout the history of the Cherryville School

Systenm, there seems to have been a tendency to bire profes-
sional personnel who were reared in the community, Can the
effort to preserve the high school be related to the preser-
vation of teachers and administrators who subscribe to the
same basic cultural practices as the community?

| 13. .Does the community in its struggle to preé&rve
thé local high school infer the people's concern for losing
direct influence on the youth's behavior in the traditions

¢
of the community?

14, Does fhe endeavor to preserve the local high ’
school imply that the communityvbelieves the school provides
the ﬁecessary training in molding pupils' attitudes and be-
havi&r?{

15, Is the opposition related in any way to the

financial investment made by the community? Is there an in-

ference thaf the people feel sole ownership of the educational

.

(1133
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facilities and process due to their support through local

taxation, and the exposition that the remainder of the fi-

{

&

|

)

) o

L nances were state tax monies which the population of the
i

|

|

|

community paid?

16, Does the transfer of flnances from the community l
i school system to the consolidated system and subsequentrloss

of power to control those monies lend support to the oppo-

sition? ¢

17, Does the issue of the preservat1on of the local

e

high school, which is solely dependent on the resources of

the community, infer that the people are demanding a school

/”\ that has the potential to prepare and train the loca®# stu-
dents in the mores traditionally found in the community?
An example of the community's efforts to maintain !

buildings, homes, and other facilities which lend themselves

post office building and the stagecoach station house, ’ |

Thro&éhout the community there seems to be strong sentiment E

\\ , to accustom oneseli to the same facilities in which earlier . |

!K h ‘generations lived, worked, or schooled, iThis characteristie
of desiring to accept and respect "what was good enough for

Qad is good enough for me" could be the prime motivation in

side the community, For to favor the consolidated school im-

, |
plies that one has agreed th abandon tHe local school 1
B ),\ ‘“

to preservation of tradition is the continued care of the old : é
\
1
\
a0 building, ,,,) [

ﬁ
} : the opposition to a new comprehensive high school located out- ° ‘
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Through }he years the local eqncaticn facilities have
been used for various:community functions p%rtaininé to reli-~
gious, civio, and familyngatheringsﬂ This éommunity use of *
-the available facilitZes lends itself to the common cultural
characteristics of the people, ‘Therefore, it could be in- . )
ferred that the desire of the populace to maintain their pri-

-

vate community tunctio , rather than to share or be diluted
by persons from other c mmunities bas led to the struggle
to preserve the local high school,

As expressed in the reQuired and prec}se practices of
the New Year's Shoot, Easter celebration, Chr&stmas celebra~ e
tions, and the basic characteristics of the people, there is ’
the inference that the people are self-reliant, strong-willed,
and uncompromisiné»in their basic struggle tor life, These
attitudinal characteristics of the community éould be factors
which have led the people to oppose any impleﬁentations which
would not preserve the local high school, 1

The aforementioned~student—community survey indicated
that transient students-~those students who haVe attended
school in another community--represented only 5 percent of : .

the total student population in the high school, Thereby,

the people, through their inheritance and traditional moti-

~ vation tbfhaVe the students of the community remain with

their kind, lend themselves to the preservation of the local

high school, This traditional inclination of the residents

- -
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6f Cherryville to be nontranéient and the seeming desire of
the people to remain a part of this community and its cul%ure
fgr all their lives are ihfe““ed in the practices of the New
'Yéar's Shoot, hunting, and hog killing, These activities are
expressly for the peoplevof thé community, %

The family strqgture s;ems to remain much as it was

&

generations ago, The elder male of the family continues to
function:as the &ne who directs and implemen;s the mode of
life for most of the families, Family participation in most
endbayors in the community seems to»infer that the people
visualize the presérvgtion\o{ the local high school as a

preservation of the functioning of a family,

Determinations of the location of governméntal and/or

educational ;aéilities throughout the history of Cherryville
Township have involved struggles and arguments among many of
the residents, Illustrations of this attitudinal character-
istic can be seen in determining the location for the Black
Rock~Cherryville School, GastSn Cou;ty Hospital, and cur-
rently the proposed consolidated, comprehensive high school
Traditionally, the community expresses opposition to any
facility.in a location undesirable to‘them; Therefore, the
inference seems to be that the population stronglyyopposes
the location of schools, hospitals, and/or other gdvernmental
facilit;es outside the geographical boundaries of Cherryville

“‘Township,

1136
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Further, the people share in the determination to
maintain their livelihood within the township, as showa in
the previously discussed results of the student-community
survey, which indicated that 80,5 percent of the tota} busi-
ness necessary for local families 1is transacted in Cherry;
ville, From this ihformation one could conclude that iso-
lationism is predominant in areas other than those expresséd
through local traditions, beliefs, and practices, This seen-

ingly infers that the total life of the community fdhétions

. within the self-sustaining, 'self-dependent, and self-

responsible practices customarily related to the philosophy

3

of isolationisn,

The community schools have functioned through the
- Y

years as institutions which not onlj;ﬁfovided academic train-

ing, but taught the traditional customs, mores, and behavior
indigenous to the life style of the community, Basically,
this was accomplished by thé school system's practice of
employing only those professionals who had been reared in
Cherryville or hiring those who had backgrounds and philoso-
phies similar to the charactefistiés‘of the people of the
Cherryville area, This possibly enunciates the corollary
that the low arithmetig ratio, in comparison to neighboring
systems, of scheol boarq members to students augments the
control and influence of the public upon the professional

staff's functions in the educational program and in their

personal lives,




128

The hypofhesis that the proposed consolidated high
school program of education will not provide the same stan-
dards of excellence (Southern Association of School and Col-
leges accreditation) established and sustained by the com~
munity's secondary education institutions implies an artifice
which provides an effigy of the dilapidation of the preser-
vation of standards of exéellence signified by regional
accreditation, This image of the proposed high school and
the accountability of the programs infers that the community
will not support unfamiliar methods and reviews in the educa-
tional program for their students; the people will not accept
unfamiliar and different practices in their cultural beliefs
found in the observances of Ascension Day, Easter, and revival
meetings, Therefore, the response of the people to the pro-
posed nonaccredited consolidated ﬁigh school implies that
they are expressing their opposition to any form of change or
acceptance of unfamiliar educational methods and standards,

As expréssed in Joe R, Nixon's writings describing
the characteristics of the population in the Panhandle area
of Gaston County, the desire of each family to maintain and
provide all necessities was of utmost import.ance,1 This pre-
dilection in the family leaders to be self-sustaining has

carried into each generation and is evidenced by the

1Joseph E, Nixon, The German Settlers in Lincoln
County and Western North Carolina (C (Cherryville, N, C.: The
Eagle Publishing Company, 1915),

1N




commu;fty's early acceptance of taxation to proyide the
necessary financial aid for their schools, But they further
signify opposition to their financial resources being re-
moved from %he boundaries of the community, Throughout the
1nterviews,w%§9p1e implied, much as in the Mauney interview,
that they sincerely felt they coulé'provide for themselves
(schooi=1, and they were not interested in sharing and/or
losing their financial resources to other geographical school
areas within either GastonCouﬁ?y'or North Carolina, The
existential inference is iﬁdicative of the comﬁunity‘s tra-
ditional belief of "what is of tge éommunity, must remain of

the community,"1

) 1Interview with Hank Stroup, son of Howell Stroup,
member of Gaston County Board of Education, Cherryville,
North Carolina, 1 January 1975,

-

—




T ~ CHAPTER VII

. SUMMARY AND. CONCLUSIONS i

.\“A “ B

. ‘\
The small community in the d@rthwestern panhandle

sectioh of Gaston County, North Carofina was referred to as

o

White Pine until November 2, 1865 wvhen the official name

for the town became Cherryville \:This name was derived from
toe flowering cherry trees located .along the Old Post Road
and was coined by Elizabeth Brown Blick, wife of the
Stephen Black who was the grandson of Thomas Black, This
family was probably the first to settle in this wilderness
area around the 1740's, Others who followed into the commun-
ity south of Indiao Creek we%e direct descendants of Germans,
Sooth—Irish, and- the gighlanders of Scotlandf%lTbese pion~
eers were sturdy, hard-working; self-sufficient, and'i;ous-

trious people who were courageous and willing to provide the

necessities tor the establishment of the community,

Before the Civil War a post office was operated on
the property of Benaja Black. A large white pine tree on the
prenises suggéétea tho~ngme of White Pine, North Carolina,
White Pine was to become Cherryville in 1865 and has so re-

“ mained throughout qﬁe years, even though the town has been

. incorporated by the North Carolina General Assemb1§ three

distinct times, The first act to incorporate the cohmunity

130
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was ratified on Febrpary 2,41872, Other incorporation acts

: /
came about in the North Carolina General Assembly on Febru-

ary 19, 188},w&nd March 11, 1889, Several explanations have

been given for the three separate acts of incorporation, but

was prdbahly because of the legislature's concern for
sinﬁiyareplacing a present act by a totally new one rathe;
than to amend, - . - .
The comﬁunity has been under the leadership of
thirty-eight different mayors who served tegms of. various

lengths, There have been twenty-one postmasters and/or post-

.mistresses who have served the population in the postal

service, Partially through the leadefship of these personq,c
Cherryville began to develop its resources and qtrive for thp
betterment of the community, .

Around ISQQ\ﬁhe impact of such leadership of the city
fathers led to the ;stablishment of and concern for religious
and educational programs, The church houses began to func-
tion, as representation of Christianity was sha;n iniBaptist,
Presbyterian, LJtheran and Methodist denominational wbrship
This strong emphasis prevails today as there are over fifteen
Protestant religioys groups in the city with probably fifteen

more in the rural perimeter,

The interest in education was parallel to the church

movement as both private and public programs were made avail-~

able to the children of the area, Within Cherryville
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‘ ToWnsth were two scﬁool districts, Morrison (northernmost

)

section of the area) and Cherryville These were administered
and;controlled by the Gaston County Commissioners through
local boards of education, The schools in these districts

. \
were Black, Grey Rock, Panhandle, Pine Hill, Hallman, and the

Cherryville Academy, In 1903 Cherryville voted a special t%x
for the maintenance of a school of grades one through seven
and the* development andﬁinstitution of a high school, %y
pﬂoviding‘these funds,"a North Carolina Certified Hignféchool
through the eleventh grade was developed in 1908, The first

graduating class of six members received their diplomas in

1911, . : 1

4

The coﬁnunity purchiased a five-acre tract of land in
i?ls for the construction of a three-story brick building to
] commodate the increasing numbers of the student body., The -
proposal %o consolidate the two districts led to a heated
coatroversy/finally settled by a vote of the people within
the two school districtgfbf Cherryvi11e~TGWnship. aBut this
1ng?easing’population’oi school students, mainly due to the
consolidation of the Morrison School District inte the Cher-
ryville System in the m1d-1920's, brought about the building
of another facility to house the first five grades

It was not until 1936 that the present senior high

school builging was constructed under the leaQership of | -

Superintendent Hunter Huss, a native son of Cherryville,
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1

‘ Other construction has added to the facilities and now in-

clddes threg\%iéT?ntary schools, one Junior high‘schgol, a
high school,% n auditsorium, gymnasium, cafeteria, and stadium,

- The system was furthe} involved in consolidation when
the Gastonia City Schools, Gaston County Schools, and Cher-
ryville Schools formed the Gaston County School System by a
vote of the Gaston County population in February, 1968, The
total county vote was 4,497 for and 3,835 against consoiida—
tion, Chgrryville Township residents voted to oppose‘the
consolidation by a voté of only 145 for and 1,066 against,

The people from the earliest settlers to the present
population of the area havé~adhered to tbeir ‘traditional way
6f‘11fe, which has been passed‘ongfrom one generation to the
next, The following qualitiés and characteristicg seem to
be part oiitheir culture: (1) pious people with a consti-
tutionally endowed love of freedom of conscience; (2) tradi-
tional and slow to accept change; (3) religious; (4) indus- -
trious in productivity; (5) thrifty and economical; (6) se1f¥
preserving; (8) strong-willed; (?) belief in eduéation as a
means to a better life; (10) ﬁroLd of belongingshand those
within the community; (11) independent; (12) hard-working;
(13) alienated from the larger social structure; and (14)
enjoyment of_civic rights,

Thesé characteristics are apparent in thé various
beliefs, practiégs, and colloguialisms throughout the popu-

lace of the community, This is eie&plified in the
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continuance of the traditional New Year'sxﬁhoot in which fhe
descendants of the Ge;mans shoot old_muzglé-loading muskefs_ Q\
throughout the New Year Day in the hope and belief that the .
loud burst of gunpowder fired ﬁy each man at thé neighborsik
homes will provide resistance for that family in their basic
struégleﬁagainst evil and harm, The shoot also is symbolic
of the burst of'aew life from the seéds that the farmers will
plant in the fields and the fertilization offi the eggs in the
young married females in the families, The gooting further

symbolizes the hope for good health, thankfulness for life
*-©

during the past year, God's promise of a new life (Heaven)
{or those who died in the past year and for those who will
pass from life in the New Year, and the blooming of new
peace in e;ch man's heart and ;ind.

Other observations and celebrations indicative of the
characteristics and traits of the people include the cele~- -
bration of NewMChristmas and Old Christmas, Christmas Booger-
ing, Easter, Ascension Day, revival meetings, funeralizing,
hog killing, corn shﬁckings, and hunting,* c

The Christmas Boogering is family participation in
celebrating the pirthday of the Christ Child, In.the activi-
ty are traditional things which nmust be done for the protec-

tion of the family from evil and harm, Much of the same

symbolism is present in all the celebratidns and observances
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feliowmen within the community is expressed tgroughout their
daily living, but can be clearly cited in the &ctivities of
hog killings corn shuckings, hunting, and funeralizing,

. h Certain colloquialisms within the area have been used
and passed on hy the’generatiods since the garliest settling
of thé section aloﬁé Indian Creek, Throughout their expres- -

gions are phrases, words, and #aditional saying which have

édically different meanings from the standard English defi- ~
.- nitions, S - "
\. ( . . * L4
: /) The relationship of the school to the community is

.tb(t“of involvement by most of the citizens, This was indi-
ca%ed}{p a 1967 sqrvéy completed by\khe students and- their \“\\4
parents in which expregéion was given to areas related to »
their activitieé.in theisphool and community. The results &

- showed clearly the characteristics described in the gfadi-
tional beliefs and practices, _y
\ Most persons in the interviews and group discqssions‘\\

i

{ Basically expressed themselves with similar thoughts and

o

information recorded from the Lula Black and D, R, gouney,

. Jr,, dialogues, These thoughts included the emphasis that
.the people of Cherryville are able and willin%ito provide for
themselves in.all commun;ty endeavors, Also thqu was 1indi-

7 cation that the pedple 'of Cherryville believe in quality

i education and further beliéve that"théyphave aﬁtained’and

maintained excellence in their educational programs, Both
. . ¢
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of the hf§remen£ioned interviewees expressed their unwilling-
ness, and implied that of the cohmgnity, to accept any form
of copsolidation of school districts in the name of advance-
ments for education, . Eac? gave insights into the philosophy
of isolation, which seems toexist for the section, f;'fheir
remarks toward the striacture of governmental services in
G;ston County, . Then, too, they seemed %o imply that khe cul-
tural practices and beliefs qf the people give bositive

¥

argument to their desire to remain separate from other enti-
ties within the county, :

These expféssions led to the conclusion that the )
issue of preserving the local high Jihogl is not the funda-
mental issue, The péOple of the commuu{%y are struggling to
attain and maintain a life style as it has been lived
throughout the history of the community, Their antagonistic’
efforts to’presefve the locaiﬁhigh school emerge as'a means
whereby the local citizenry é&presses their opposition to
change, This basic opposition to'change_is prevalent in
their‘aociglf»§éanomic, cultural, ciﬁié, civilngOQernmental,
and educafibnai,endeavbés aﬁd services, Any pr&gram which
suggests or;ihﬁ0vates‘methodd different from those established
in their trad%ﬁion would reéeiﬁe similar disépproval from the

>
people as that pronounced in opposition to school consolida-

- tion, location of the county hospital and other governmental '

[] *

fdcilifies, and acceptance of persons from outside the com-

-’

munity. R . ' ‘ - #

146 |
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The paralogism discussed by tye people who were inter-

viewed exists in the thought that to consolidate the local /
high school with a high school outside the community would
form a comprehensive senior high school which could not be-
accredited by the Southern Association ot)Schools and Col-
leges. Thereby, the people have used this prevaricaticn in
efforts'fo pfeserve their way of’life the rejection of
change, " This }nstance*of false reasoning is not Justifiable
because other oomprehensive high schools--Ashbrook and North
Gaston--have recelved full accreditation oy the regional
agency, The reality is that the proposed senior high school

,
would be developed and organized along the same standards
|
|
|

“which have ailowed‘other Gaston/county congolidated compre-

( .
hensive senior high schools to be aefredited by the Southern

e

Association, xJPresently, the consolidated senior high schools

in the Gaston County School System which have not been ac-
credited are in the final processes of evaluation to be dul;
recognized by the regional accreditation issociation,

Further, the¢conc1usion prevailslthat the people ok
gh? community react antagooistically to any mo%ement or pro-
grams which restrict the public control of the community's i
services and functions, Thereby, it Iollows'that they would |
object;%o sharing their control with other commuoities.a This

sharing in responsibilities, as would be the situation in a

consolidated high school, would threaten to reduce the

|
“ 1147 - l
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Cherryville community's control of the financial resources,
educational program: and training in the traditions, Again,
the éerépicuous point is coﬁprehended thaf the community is
slow to accept any form of change,

Throughout the United States there are probably com-

munities which have similar tpaits and chéracteristics as

those projected by Cherryiille?in her unwillingness to change,

Even though otﬁer community mayxnot participate in a New
Year'suShoot, they pr6bab1y~participate in a similar ac§ or
practice wherein the attitude of un&illingness to change is
prevalent, ‘The conclusion is that a popuiation of corre-
sponding character and culture would react in similar modes
regardless of otﬁer énvironmental and societgl 1nfluencés.
The people of Cherryville would‘prob;bly have voted the same
opposition to consolidation of their system and schools with
Gastonia Citx School and Gaston County Schools, regardless of
what the Gaston County Board of Education could have promised
in the way of educational pfbg;ams and facilities for theu
ﬁroposed comprehensivé senior high school, Such opposition
will continue to recur until the the Gaston County Board of

Education and sim@}ar boards throughout the United States

understand%and provide means through the educational progranms

for the preservation of the cultural transitions 1ntegtw1ned
in the family units of the community,

The decision of the Cﬁérryville Board of Education to
Join with the Gaston County Boayxd of Education and the

hN

014K "
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Gastonia Board of Education in petitioning the North Carolinn l

Géneral Assembly througﬁ local legislative members to allow |

the referendum for consolidation of the three .systems into v

the unifiea Gaston County Schools led to certain conclusions,

Since the people on the School Board of Cherryville were )

elected representatives of the community, they (1) misinter-~

preted the feelings and beliefs of their,  constituents toward
s

consolidation (change), (2) believed that the referendum -

would be defeated soundly and thereby agreed to participate

T
A ¢

in the petitioning of the legislature for the referendum in
order to destroy any present'and future consolidation ¢
(change), (3)‘6r accepted, but unwillingly, the county‘hajor-
ity's pressure for the consolidation of the three systems P
(change) .

As the unfamiliar methods and programs of the outside
society--in part&gular, school, governmental, and civic is-
sues-~become more familiar and undersiandable within such a
community aquherryville; the same char;cteristics evolve in
the larger consolidated group, This was clearly demonstrated
in the struggle against and opp;sition to the Morrison School
District being consélidated with the Cherryville\schools in
the 1gzo;s, As lo?g as the small, isolated community of
Black Rock revolved about its public school, its people
wddld lend neither suppoﬂt, understanding, nor participation

-

in Cherryville's educational programs and functions, The

1149
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Black Rock School was considered by the~péop1e within the

Rlack Rock community as representing the culturally enriched

' education program fo which*they ascribed, but these same per-

sons)did not care to be a part of another population, Bat —
due to the votiné within the two cammunities, Cherryville

and Bl#ck Rock became unified even though nearly unanimous
opposition to such prévailed in the Black Rock cbmmunity.

Soon the communities accepted and better understood the posi-
tion of each and became united in their liQing. Today, these
two communitiéé, which struggled bitterly to remain‘separate
entities within .society, are now inseparable in their oppo-
sition to further nsolidation of schools and~communities,

Therefore, this concludes to one of the basic human needs;

‘1.e., that persons (communities) must feel an acceptance by

other persons (communities) in order for them openly and
without obﬁosition‘%o participate cooperatively.

i The people of Cherryville and'other‘qpmmuhities at-
fached to tradition<will struggle and fight for the preser-
§ation of wﬁat,they'have be¢en accustomed to throughout their
lives, Also, they will continue to take great pride and ex-
press dignity in all their community endeavors, This atti-
tudinal existence of the peé?le's presumptuous demands that
they be allowed to remain apart from an ever-changing socilety

leads one to conclude that the people of these communities

are alienated from the larger social structure. This points
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to the people's practice of and adherence to a philosophy of

isolationism in their social functions within such a cul-

;‘tural sect,

) Finally, the .people of Cherryville ﬁre bgsically
honest, kind, humble people with sincere and intense beliefs
{p @heir own abilities and accomplishments, Even though

they cling to many of the old traditional practices, beliefs,
and colloquialisms passed from one generation to the next,
they are human beings with pridé in their community and her
institutioné and érograms, Cherryville is but one name for
the thousands of simila; communitiesbthrough the United
States of America, Educators, sociologists, anthropologists,
governmental agents, politicians, and other persons involvéd
in decision-making with such a community must remain con-
stantly aware of the fundamental and basic life style of the
people as they live in their particular cultural setting,.
Only through compatible understandings and consideratioﬂé for
the uniqueness and péculiarness of each cultural sect of each
comnmunity can worthwhile decisions be maaevin the best inter-
est of all mankind, Certainly this conclusion speaks di-
rectly to educationai innovations and change. Through these
channels of understanding and consideratioﬁ, then and only
then, will the acceptance of change be congruent with man's
advancement of civilization through the postindustrial

S

soclety,

L




SOURCES CONSULT%D
K“Anthony, Cone, Crouse, North Carolina, Personal interview,
29 November 1974,
oy
Ayers, Thomas, Pastor, Oak Grove Baptist Chug%ﬁ, Cherry-

ville, North Carolina, Personal interview, 8 August
1974,

Beam, Mrs, Alfonsc, Widow of Alfonso Beam, Cherryville,
T North Carolina, Personal interview, 5 March 1975,

Bean, Clara, Cherryville, North Carolina, Personal inter-
view, 26 December 1974,

Beam, J, C, Speechmaker of New Year's Shoot, Cherryville,
. North Carolina, Personal interview, 1 January 1975,

Beam, Lawrence, Cherryville, North Carolina, Personal
intervie~ 19 December 1974,

Black, Charles Hugh, Cherryville, North Carolina, Personal
interview 10 December 1974,

Black, Forrest, Lincolnton, North Carolina, Personal inter-
view, 7 August 1974,

Black, John Lee, Cherryville, North Carolina, Personal
interview, 11 February 1975,

Black, Leiﬁi Cherryville North Carolina, Personal inter-
- view, 27 December 1974,

Black, Lula, Cherryville, North Carolina, Personal inter-
view, October 15, 1974,

Black, Mary Florence, Cherryville, North Carolina, ﬁér~
soral interview, 28 December 1974, sl !

Brittauin, Johnnie Sue, Cherryville, North Carolina, Per-
sonal interview, 11 October 1974 .

Carpenter, Bobby Stowé, Cherryville, North Carolina, DPer-
sonal interview, 29 October 1974,

i42




143

Cherryville. Cherryville, N, C,: Chamber of Commerce, 1973,

"The Cherryville Academy," Cherryville (North Carolina)
Eagle, 12 October 1933,

Cherryville (North Carolina) Eagle, 4 October 1974 .

"Cherryville News," Gastonia {North Carolina) Gazette,
24 August 1883,

“Cherryville Votes Against School Consolidation,"” Cherry-
ville (Korth Carolina) Eagle, 21 February 1968,

"A Chronolog of Textile Growth," Cherryville (North ar"
lina) Eagle, 4 October 1974

City of Cherryville, North Carolina, Minutes of Meetings
of the Town's Board, 1881*1974

Davis, Mat, Health Services and Facilities Evaluation,
Greensboro N. C. : Planning and Relocation Branch,
HUD, 1972, ‘

>, M, 8, The Comprehensive Analysis of the Bible -
Nashville Tenn,: The Southwestern Company, 1922

Falls, Robert, Assistant Superintendent Gaston County
Schools, Gastonia, North Carolina Personal inter-
view, 10 January 1975

Gable, L, A, Pastor, Mt, Zion Baptist Church, Cherryville,
North Carolina, Personal interview, 12 February
1975,

Gaston County Board of Commissioners, Proceedings of
August 14, 1869, Meeting, bastouia, North Carclina,

. Proceedings of December 6, 1869, Meeting, Gas-
tonia, North Carolina,

. Proceedings of July 4, 1870, Meeting, GCastonia,
North Carolina,

. Proceedings of Decenber 5, 1870, MHeeting, Gas-
tonia, North Carolina.

| Proceedings of apyril 7, 1872, Meeting, Gastonia,
North Carolina,

» Proceedings of May G, 1873, Meeting, Castonla
North Carolina

Pl

iaad




14

Gaston County.Schools, A Survey of the Consolidated System,
1974 . MChicago “Public Administration Servige 197 4

Group of elder citizens, LlLeonhardt's Grocery, Cherryville,
North Carolina., Personal interview, 30 January 1975

Hayes, Clyde, Cherryville, North Carolina, Personal inter-
view, 9 October-1974, :

1

c

' 1
1

1

Hénry, Gary, Cherryville, North Carolina, Personal inter- oo

view, 10 September 1974,

Holy Bible, Authorized King James Version, Cleveland and
New York: The World Pablishing Company, n. d,

Holy Bible, New York: American Bible Socliety, 1939,

Hoyle, Vera Black, Cherryville, North Carolina, Perscnal
intérview, 2 February 1975 -

Hu, Jeff C, H, Populaticn and Economy, Cherryville, North
Carolina, Raleigh, N, C.: Department of Conserva-
tion and Development 1973

Inscription, David P, Dellinger Memorial Monument, Mt, Zion
Baptist Phurch Cemetery., Cherryville, North Caro-
1ina, 17 August 1947,

Married Young Adult Church Training Union Class,. First
Baptist Church, Cherryville, North Carolina,
Focus Group, 9 February 1975

Mauney, U, K, Chairman of Cherryville City Schools, 1950~
1968 Cherryville, North Carolina, Personal inter-
view € February 1975

-

McCauley, Glenn, Pastor, First United Methsdist Church,
Cherryville North Carclina, Personal interviewl
6 February 1975,

M:Ginnis, Lawrence L, Cherryville, North Carolina, Pers
sonal interview 12 February 1975,
McSwalan, A, L., Jr, Cherryville, North Caroling, Personsd
"

interview, 1N Febyruary 1975,
MoSwain, Alvin Lee, Cherryville, torth Cagoliva Pepgonal
interview, (% Navember 1974 :

MoSwain, Emma Fave, Cherrvyville Newth Carolins, B
interview, ! December 1974

WO
g




145

McSwain, J, M, Cherryville, North Carolina, Personal inter-
view, 29 November 1974,

McSwain, J. Mower,k Cherryville, North Carolina, Personal
interview, 15 September 1974, 4

- McSwain, John William, Cherryville, North Carolina, Per-

sonal interview, 26 December 1974,

Nixon, Joseph R, The German Settlers in Lincoln County and
Western North Carolinma, Cherryville, N, C,: The
Eagle Publishing Company, 1915,

- North Cafgiina General Assembly, Private Laws, Proceedings

of 1871-72 Sessions, Raleigh: n,p,

Proceedings of 1881 Session, Raleigh: n,p,

Proceedings of 1889 Séssion Raleigh‘ n.p.

) "Postmysters and Postmistresses of White Pine and Cherry-

ville " uherryville (North Carolina) Eagle, 4 Octo-
ber 1972

Records of Graduates, Cherryville, N, C,: Cherryville High
School, 1911, .

Renfro, Julia, Librarian, Cherryville High School, Cherry-
ville, North Carolina, Personal interview,
5 February 1975, i

Rhodes, John, Cherryville, North Carolina., Personal inter-
view, 28 December 1974, '

Riesmann, Frank, “The Culturally Deprived: A New View, "

Education Digest, 8 (November 1963), 12-15,

Robins, Paul D, ,, ed, Bulletin of First Baptist Church,
June 23 1968 Cherryville N, C,: The Eagle Pub-
lishing Company, 1968,

Robinson, Dub, Cherryville, North Carolina, Personal
’ 1ntnrview 19 OPtober 1974

Robinson, W, T, Personal papers., Cherryville, North Caro-
lina, 1962

.. FCherryville, North Carolina, Peorsonal interview,
11 November 1974,

o




146

Sain, Flay, Crouse, North Carolina. Personal interview,
11 February 1975,

School and Community., Cherryville N, C.: Cherryville High
o School, 1967. ’

A Self-Study Report, Cherryville, N, C,: Cherryville Public
Schools, 1968,

Sellers, S, Vance., "Where I was forty six years ago today
. , December 25, 1918, » Cherryville, North Carolina,
oo, 1924, (Handwritten,k)

. "1941 New Year Poem, " Cherryville, North Caro~
lina, 1941, (Handwritten,)

. 1966 New Year's Shooters Poen. ' Cherryville, s
North Carolina, 1966, (Handwritten,) @

. "1968 New Year Shooters Poen. " Cherryville,
North Carolina, 1968, (Handwritten,)

*

. Speechméker of New Year's Shoot, Cherryville,
North Carolina, Personal interview, 1 January 1975,

Separk, Joseph H,, ed, Gastonia and Gaston Count North
’ Carolina.f Gastonla: Separk PrIntIng Compaﬁy, 1946

Sharpe, Bill, A New Geography of North Carolina. Raleigh,
’ N, C.: The State Magazine Company, n.d,

"Shooters." Cherryville (North Carolinﬁ) Eagle, 4 October
1972,

Short, Dwight, Cherryville, North Carolina. Personal
interview, 2 January 1975,

"Small Pox," Cherryville (North Carclina) Eagle, 4 October
1972,

Smith, Jack, Pastor, St. John's Lutheran Church, Cherry-
ville, North Carolina, Personal interview,
12 February 1975,

Starling, Shirley, Cherryville, North Carolina, Personal
interview, 15 January 1975,

. Stroup, Howell, Leader of New Year's Shoot, Cherryville,
North Carolina, Personal interview, 3 January 1975

F R iy




- N 147 -

Thompson, Frank Charles, ed The New Chain Reterence Bible,
Indianapolis Lnn : . Kirkbridge Bible Company,
Inec,, 1957,

Tresch, John W, Pastor, First Baptist Church, Cherryvillo
North Carolina "Personal interview, 5 February 1975‘
&

Upton, Doris, Vale, North Carolina, Personal interview,
6 March 1975,

Walker, Joyce Ellis, Cherryville, North Carolina, Personal l
interview, 9 August 1974,

White, Junie, Cherryville, North Carolina, Personal inter-
view, 18 August 1974,

White, Ruffin, Cherryville, North.Carolina Personal
interview - 18 August 1974,

*

Wise, Cap. Cherryville, North Carolina, Pefs@nal interview,
10 September 1974, '






£

APPEFDIX A -

+

»

MOTIF INDEX OF FOLKLORK

Wherever poesible there have been research and read-

ings in available standard folklore and folktale research

‘sources. Following are authorities for further readings and

references, with appropriate index numbers, pertaining to

the Cherryville customs discussed within the text of this

study. . E

New Year's Shoot

HudBunT Arthj? Palmer, "Shooters, They Bring in the New
‘ The Southern Folklore Quarterly, University
. of ‘F ida, Gainesville, December, 1947, Reprinted
| inm Cherrvville (North Carolina) !agle 4 October
| 1972, pp. 1, 3,

In this article concerning the Cherrygille Néw Year's
Shoot, Palmer cited the following sources wh;ch might be of
interest to the reader:

Bachof, Ludolf, "The Friedburg DiarypV Records of the
Moravians in North Carolina, Vol, II, Edited by

Adelaide Fries Raieigﬁ' North Carolina Higstorical
Publications, 1922, ,

Fogel, Edwin Miller, Beliefs and Superstitions of the Penn-
aylvania Germans. FEiTEEéIpEEa, 1915,

Frazier, Sir James, - The Golden Bgugh. 3rd ed, Part IV, p.

Fries, Adelaide, ed, Records 5¥ the Moravians in North
Carolina. 3 vols, Ralelgh: North Carolina Historical
Publications, 1922,
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Palmer guoted the following from what he called 'the

‘.

great encyclopedic authority on“German folklore, Handworter-

buch des deutshen Abe}&ubens (VII, 1066)":

On Syl}éster 8 Eve and on New Year's Day, through-
out -land, over fields and plaing, in the orchards
and ‘ngth streets of cities, there is a brisk shoot-

ing, jwiith the idea of shooting the old year out and

-8 irg the new year in and of greeting and compli-
hﬁ?fﬁz'sweethearts and neighbors, Refreshments
from the honorees follow as a matter of course,

Christmas

Belden, H, M, Ballads and Son } ollected by the Missouri
. FolR~Lore Society Colu a: Urniversity of Missouri
Press, 1940,

1

Hudson, Artbur Palmer, 'Shcoters, They Bring in the New
Year!" The Southern Folklore Quarterly, University
of Florida Gainesville, December, 1947 Reprinted

Cher ville (North Carolina) Eagle 4 October
75.'99 I, 3.

Kittredge, G, L. "Old English Mummers' Play," Journal of
American Folklore, XXII (1942), 387-3%4,

-

Thompson Stith, Motif-Index of Folk-Literature; A Classi-.
fication of Rarrative Elements in Folktales, Ballads,
Myths, Fables Mediaeval Romances Exempla, Fabliaux,

gest-Books, and Local Legends, V72 5T.1, ,
F971.5.2, v72.1, Bloomington. Indiana University
Press, 1955

.

White, Newman Ivey, gen, ed, The Frank C. Brown Colle~tion
of North Carolina FolkTore . 6112, 6113, 611
Durham North Carolina: Du Duke University Press 1964 ,

Easfer

Fries, Adelaide, ed. Records of the Moravians in North Caro-
lina, 3 vols, Raleigh North Carolina Historical
- Publications, 1922,

Hemmer, Carl, Rhinelanders on the Yadkin, Salisbury, North
Carolina 1943,
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Hudson Arthur Palmer "Shooters, They Bring in the New
. Year!" The Southern olkl Quarterlz University
4 of Florida, Gainesvi le, December, Reprinted
in Cherr ille (North Carolina) Eagle ctober
5. 1972, pp. .

Thoupson Stith, Motif-Index of Folk-Literature- A Classi-
fication of Narrative Elements in Folktales Ballads
Myths, Fables, Mediaeval Romances, Exemgla FablIaux

Jest-Books and Local Legends: 8256 12, 0913 1, V75
Eloomington IndIana University Press 1955 ‘

White, Newman Ivey, The Frank C, Brown Collection of North
Carolina Folklore, g 101 6114, , 64

’ ﬁg
6897, 8014, Durhamé’ North Carolina' Duke University
Pr ss, 1964

Ascension Dax

i
i

Thompson, Stith, Motif-Index of Folk-Literature- A Classi-

fication of Narrative Elements In FolEfales Ballads,

Myths, Fables Mediaeval Romances, Exemgla Fabliaux
Jest-Books and Local Legends, Al171,0,2, Al7l 3,
Al175, A179 8, A197 {797 V71, V71,2, V73 6.1,

White, Newman Ivey, \ The Frank C. Brown Collection of North
Carolina Folklore., . 3281, 5113, 123 124, 5125,
7021, 7790, 7791, 8015, 8016 8101 Durham
North Carolina: Duke University Press 1964 ‘

Revival Meetings

Sheppard Muriel Barley., Cabins in the Laurel,
University of North Carolina Press, 1946.

Chapel Hdill:

Funeralizing

Thompson, Stith, Motif-Index of Folk-Literature; A Classi-
fication of Narrative EIL

,JElements in.FoTEtales Ballads,
Myths, Fables Medigeval Romances

"Exempla, Fabliaux,
Jest-BooEs and Eocai TEgends 31537 £l§90 E437,
V60,2, V61 7 V65.4.1 1, v68,2, v70.1, l

Bloomington
Indiana University Press 1955

*
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Hog Killings

Tbonpson Stith, Motif-Index of Folk-Literature A Classi--
fication of Narrative Elements in Folktales Ballads,
Myths, Fables Mediaeval Romances “Exen la, Fabligux
Je§§-Books and Local Legends, 088 .2, 34 1,
Bloomington: Indiana Univ rsity Press 1955,

“White, Newman Ivey, The Frank §. Brown Collection of North
Carolina Folklore, 7693-7735. Durham, North Caro-
1ina: Duke University Press, 1964

Corn Shuckings

White, Newman Ivey. The Frank C. Brown Collection of North ¢
Carolina Folklore, 6088-6091, 6109, 6303-6304, 8160-
8161, Durham, North Carolina Duke University Press,
‘1964,

Hunting

Thompson, Stith, Motif-Index of Folk-Literature A Classi-
fication of- Narrative Elements in Folktales Ballads,
¢ Myths, Fables Mediaeval Romanoes Exempla, Fabliaux,
Jest-~Books, and Local lLegends, 0181 2, F471.1.4,
F471,1.,5, F472 F473 F473.2.1, Bloomington: Indiana
University Press 1955

White, Newman Ivey. The Frank C. Brown Collection of North
Carolina Folklore, 7870, 7872-7873, 7876, 7884-7888,
7904, Durham, North Carolina Duke University Press
1964.




¢ APPENDIX B

COMPARATIVE HISTORICAL ETYMOLOGICAL
BACKGROUND AND COLLOQUIALISMS

Etymological Background

The people of the community of Cherryville have
rhythmic patterns of speech with low intonations similar and
congruent to the speech found in the Southern Mountain Re-
gion, Throughout the communications there are 1in use the
ancient, strong past-tense forms of verbs, archaic subjunc-
tives, ear}y English participles, old-fashioned prepositions,

pleonasms (hound-dog, girl~baby;, hose-pipe), and emphasis on

sone final;syllables (e.g., pay-ment', de-cent') which create
a pattern akin to the traditional nursery rhymes, ballads,

and folk songs. Contractions, elisions, archaic tags, strange
idioms, and involved prepositioﬁ%l clusters comparable to an
earlier period; unique negative constructions; parishisms; and
the traditional grammar preserve the poetic quality of folk

epics and the relics of primitive people

in their communications, 1In telling or sharing personal ex-

periences or giving accounts of a witnessed event, they

|
The people who live along Indian Creek are dramatic
153
|
|
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re

display admirable qualities of oral literature, The use of !

figures of speech, trenchant epigrams, superlative phrases,
and compound oaths is prevalent, but alwaysiy;th regard for
the exact details and facts, The influence of their fam-
iliarity with the King James Version of “the Bible gives favor
to the biblical quotations known by most, even though semi~——
illiteracy abounds. | |

The natives to the area always omit the g in -ing
endings., This has passed through generations of felatively
unlettered folk and what appears today in cultured diction as
-ing is in this speech the -un to which the Anglo-Saxon par-
ticiple ending -ende wés reduced in time, Omitting the
terminal g seems to facilitate the flow of the native's
sppech,

The preposition a of the Middle English, the indefi-
nite article a, the idiomatic use of a with "all" and numbers
(as Chaucer used it) serve as cushions in keeping the speech
flowing smobthly, The melody of their speéch is developed
through certain traditional rules of grammar, Them as a
demonstrative adjective is used in preference to those,
Your'n, his'n or his'un, her'n, our'n, their'n (your one,
your own, his one, her one, her own, our own, their own),
and this'n and that"n seem to possess a musical quality of their
own. Eschewing the use of such contractions as isn't, aren't,

and hasn't, ha'int, as the rhythm and emphasis require, is
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quite generally substituted so the people of this sect are
able to talk in a flow,

Their speech.at the folk level probably differs lit-
tle from the common speech of the semi-illiterate masses liv-
ing on the Americaﬁi&rontiers during the eighteenth and early
ninet%gﬁth centuries, Transcription of present-day gﬁeech
written out revealsﬁoély slight differences from vér%aéular
American English placed in the mbuths of backwoodsmen in the
1830's by such writers of fiction as James Hall and John
Pendleton Kennedy, Southern humorists recorded the same gen-
eral kind of speech,

There is the consistent avoidance of the pg§t tense
in which a or ew in general English usage is substituted for
somekother vowel appearing in the infinitive form., Some that
are never used are began, came, ate, gave, ran, drank; rang,
sang, sank, and swam, glowed, drawed,;knoﬁed, and throwed are

preferred to blew, drew, grew, knew, and threw, Strong verbs

are often weakened, irregular verbs made regular, The past

and past participle of born becomes borned; bust, busted:

catch, catched fpronouﬁced ketch and ketched); hear, heard;
drink, drinkened; see, seed; win, winned,

The use of nouns and adjectives as verbs is common
throughout the communications, The farmer along Indian Creek
talks o;Kraising enough wheat to '"bread' his family, He

"stables"” his horses, '"pens'" his hogs, "pastures' his cows,

He "grasses" a field after he '"cottoned' it for a couple of
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years, and he "wagons" hls crops off the land, 1f his neigh-
bor, Cllie May Anthony, "flouts" him, he "Ollie Hays" Ollie

.,

Max Aﬂthcnyﬁl s

Colloquialisms

In the text of this study were listed colloquialisms
cons idered indigenous to the Cherryville community, The

evmology of these phrases and words is traced in the fol-

-

lewing:

A good spell: one gdefinition of spell is a turn of
work, First was used as verb in Anglo-Saxon spelian, Hence
the meaning of a long duration of time since a turn of work
usually was for some time during the early settlers' days,

- Betwixt: Middle English bitwenen, Anglo-Saxon
betweonum, from preposition be, by, and dative plural of
twBon, twain, originally distribative numeral of two., In
Anglo-Saxon this numeral qualifies the noun now governed by
between, Betwixt comes, with excrescent ~t (as in against),
1rom Middle English betwix, Anglo-Saxon betweox, earlier in
dative form (betweoxn), from an unrecorded betwisc, meaning
twofeld, of which the German cognate appesrs in zwischen,

Bite your tougue: bite comes from the Old English
bitan and akin to 0ld High German bizan which means to bite
and from the Latjm findere-~to split, Middle English biten.
Modern English definition as used in this phrase is to take
Bold, Therefore, the meaning to quiet,

ACratis Williams, Chancellor of Appalachian State Ugpi-
versliy, Boone, North Carclina, suggested the speech found iwn
the Cherryville Township and the mountainous areas of North
@aroiina is a more poetic language than Standard English, He
further questioned in his writings if it is possible that
people of this culture have a more "poetic” view of the uni-
verse than others do, Can others say that their language is
somehow better of worse than that of the Cherryvilie folk?
See also, Cratis Williams, “Mountain Speech,” Mountain Life

TRE
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Bless out: the word bless orilginated from the use of
blood in consecration and was written in the Old English
bletsian, and evolved to the Middlie English blessen, As used
by these people in the Cherryville community, it Is an acute
and sharp blessing,

Booger man: French, bougre; Latin, bulgarus, This
referred originally to the sect of heretics who came from
Bulgaria in 11th century. Probably akin to the thought used
by the people to refer to the devil, a heretic,.

- Break up a patch: break is derived frow the Anglo-
Saxon brecan. Common Teutonic, though the verb is not found
in Qld Norse, Comparable with the Dutch breken, German
brechen, Gothic brikan; cognate with Latin frag- (frangere) .
To break ground is nautical, for weighing anchor, but is also
in early use for commencing siege operations, Cognate with
brake which wmeans thicket, Comparable toc Low German brake
as 1n busk unde brake, bush and brake, whence synonymous with
the Old French bracon, Earliest sense probably associated
with stumps, The work patch has the essentical senses of
plece of cloth, plot of ground, and coincides exactly with
those of French pidce.

. Cank: Old North French cant (chant), singing: hence
the whining speech of beggars, The modern sense used by
these people of Cherryville possibly springs from hostile
application of the term tc phraseology of certain sects and
groups, Possibly could have been coined, on cankerous, from
Middie English contekous, from Middle Snglish and Anglio-
Freach contekous,

Carrying on: from Cld North French carier. I[ntrans—
itive to carry on seems to be evclved from French charrier de
la voile, to carry sall, Figuratively in the sense of to go
on, Therefore, the weaning of one carrying on (foolishness!
in conversation and behavier

Catheads: origin possibly came from the custom of
the early settlers eating bread (large biscuits) with theiy
most common fish, catfish., Hence, the biscuits eaten with
catsfish became known as catheads, -

Chaw: by form of chew, The Anglo-Saxon was ~&owan
aud comparable to the Dutelh kaarven and the German kauen .

Coon's age: an expression of time which was ecoined
by the frontiersmen because of the relatively long-1lived
raccoon, Hence, a time equal to the life of a raccoon is
taken to mean a long time,
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Cut the apron strings: apron was derived as follows:
Middle English paperon, French napperon, firom nappe, clotht;
Latin nappa, whence napery meaning napkin, French napperon
1s now table~-center, apron being rendered by tablier, For
loss of n-, a naperon becoming an apron, Apron-string was
orlglnally used <in legal terminology, meaning tenur: in right
of one's wife 6 hence tied to apron strings, under wife's or
mother's contrﬁl_ Somewhat similar is the French use of
quenouille, distaff, The origin of cut is cbscure. Some
connect it with the French ¢outeau (knife) and Latln cultel-
Jlus (ploughshare),

Cut the rug: the combination of cut and ruag. Rug
is of the 16th century and of Scandipavian origin, Comparable
with Neorwegian dialect of rogga, a course coverlet, Thereby
with meaning to dance comes from the dCtiGR of cutting the
rug as the person's feet move along the danv» routine.

Dope : originated by the popularce who worked in the
hot and unventilated textile mills of the late 1800's and
early 1900's, Probably dope came from the Dutch doopen, to
dip. Hence dope, to drug, in reference to Coca-Cola or other
carbonated soft drinks, These were liquids with a dope to
make the workers feel drugged. A wagon which brought the
carbonated drinks to th- workers was referred to as the dope
wagon,

Earn: mispronunciation of the numeral 1.

Failr to middlin®: fair from the Angle-Saxen faeger,
meanlng sultabie, Comparable with Gld Saxon and 0id High
serman fagar, old Norse fagr, Goethic fagres, and rognatp
Germaw fegen, wmeaning to clean, Originalily (14th century
to reier to beauty without blemlbh The term middlin-’ i~
derived from the thought of measurements, it being half-way
or middle, Thereby the term was coined to mean suitable
acceptable, or moderate,

Fetch: used as a verb to indicate po and bring,
Anglo-Saxon feccan, gefecean, te feteh, to draw, to take . (o
seek:; akin to Old Prlslar faka to prepare. ggi ran pardil»!
with fetch up to the 17th wentury and is still in dialect
uase, It osecurs in the original text of authorized Version =t
Eible? e ¥, , Acts 28:3, Cellequial sepse of fetching is late
19th century

) Frock: erigipated trom Old High Cerman broc  Freweh
fioc, Medieval Latin broccus. ¥, Seemannsprache hl““” i Bl

works regerds Old High German hpoo distincet from Lerman bufgw
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Originally referred to garment wosrn by monks; women and chil-
dren wore similar clothing with wide open bottoms, Thereby
the use of frock to refer to a skirt or dress, especially
these vith wide open nems,
Get ny feather up feathers comes from the Anglo-
Saxon fether, Common Teutonic of Durch veder, German feder,
0ld Norse fivthr, The expression, get my feathers up, prob-
ably was from the description of a chicken protecting her .
eggs and/or chicks in which the hen seemed to push her fea- )
thers up when angry, Hence, people who are angry are
described as getting their featherq up,

Ba'int: mispronunciation of the negative form of the
verb to be, Be derives from Middle English been, earlier
beon, Old English béon; comparable to Old English biom, 0Old
High German bim, Old Irish biu, I am, Cld Slavic bzfi te
become or be, and Latia ful, 1 have been Thereby 1 am not
is pronounced (have am not) as ha'int.

Hant: old pronuncistion of haunt derived from the
French hanter, Ghost sense was first used during the 3hakes-
pearian era, Cherryviile natives have retained this pro-
punciation, ‘

Hisfun: the combination of the wardg his and one
meaning literally his one, Shortened by the people in theiy
speech to his'un

Hit the hay: Old Norse hittes, to hit upon, weet with,
as in modern to hit ovn, Cognate with Gothic hinthan, to
cateh,  Theretore the sense to meet combined with the wmat-
tresses, made of hay, the phrase hit the hay weans Lo go to
hed,

Hoped: the milspropunciation andsor the conseypva-
tion of the biblical holgen for the word help, Derived from
Aaglo-Saxon helpan, mmon Teutonic compares with Duteh
be lpen, ‘German helfen O1ld Norse hjalpa, and Gothic hilpan.

Jam by: originally the 18th century verb seaning to
crowd, squeeze, block, or tightern, Hence the sense of being
~lose to something as used by the citizens, Apparently
variatle of the now only dialect cham, to chew  liseltl from
champ, to bite, ‘

Jularkee: most probably the combilpation of twa woprds
Jure and lark, The assoclation of the month of June, when
romance and marriage abound, and lark referring to the birds
tconslidered beautiful) seen in the fields, Thevefore the ex-
pression jularkee came to mean romance and beauty, thegeby
sweetheart

SRR
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‘Maters: shortened pronuncigiion for the word to-
matoes,

Medicine: in the early days of the settlejs whiskey
was used for medicinal purposes as well as for social:drink-
ing. Hence the interchangeable term for whiskey and medi-
cine

Middlin: meat of a hog located in the middle of the
carcass, Thereby the term describes that section of meat
from the hog,.

Might nigh: might, dial, a great deal, synonymous to
& high degree, thus very., Nigh originally an adverb from
Anglo-Saxon neah Common Teutonic compared with Dutch na,
German nah, nach, and Gothic nehwa Hence the meaning of
near, Uombimed with might to mean very near,

Nern: 1inappropriate pronuunciation of none,

Nigger teats: nigger derived from the earlier neger,
French négre, Spanish negrc, Latin niger, meaning black, Teat
is of French tette, of Teutcnic origin and compared with the
Italian tetta, Spanish teta., This replaced Anglo-Saxon titt,
which survives as tit, tet in dialects of Dutch as tet and
German as zitz, A1l probably, iike Latin mamma, breast,
from baby language Therefore, the term describes a black
plece of candy molded similar to the breast of a black wonman,

Nigger toes: same as above for the term nigger, and
combined with the definition of toes produces a description
of a black-colored nut which resembles a black human toe,

On the puny list: pun(y) probably is a play on words
and from a <lipped word which became fashionable in Restora-
tion times, It is apparently short for pundigrion, an 11~
1iterate or humourous perversion of the Italian puntiglio,
used in the s=nse.of a verbal quibble, Compares to the French
pointe, verbui conceit, much used in the 17th century, and to
the German gtichwort., Hence the phrase, on the puny list,
took on the meaning of one who was perverted from good health

Pay the doctor: no record has been found as to why
this phrase meuans to eliminate body waste except for the
derivation explained by one of the citizens., The sense of
the use is that when one needs to expel an illness he pays a
doctor to make him feel good; elimination of excess body
waste makes one feel hetter: hence the term pay the doctor,
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Plumb: from the French plomb and Latin plumbum, mean-
ing lead, Probably of [berian origin and from the same source
as the German molubdos, and adopted from a Mediterranean lan-
guage, Hence the meaning of the term has evolved to perpen-
dicular or complete,

Poke: small bag; now chiefly dialect, e ,g., hop-
poke, or in to buy a pig in a poke, From Old English poki,
cognate with Anglo-Saxon pohha, or Eastern word may he 0Old
North French poque, which is of Teutonic origin, Therefore
the conservation of the term to mean bag,

: Poor mouth: Anglo-Saxcn poure, Old French povre
(pauvr€), and the Latin pauper form the beginning of poor,
For the adjective use of the adverb poorly, it is comparable
to 111 or sickly, Hence the use to mear pity oneself,

Rabbit 'bacca: term used to describe a weed which
resembies tobacco said by cld-timers to be chewed by rabbits,

Reckly: probably derivates from the Anglo-Saxon
reccan, Common Teutonic; compares to obsolete Dutch roeken
(Dutch roekeloos, reckless), Old High German ruohhen (Cerman
ruchlos, reckless), Adverb form, recklessly, pronounced
reEKly by the natives gives meaning in the sense that one is
reckless with his time,

Romance around: Old French, originally used as an
adverb as in phrase, Romantic has been used since 17th cen-
tury in sense of fanciful, exaggerated (compare French roman-
esque), dating from use of the French romantigque and German
romantiker in the early 19th century, Hence the use of the
phrase to mean abnormal behavior in relation to man's work;
that is, an exaggeration of no work,

Seed: an incorrect use of sea developed from a lim-
ited knowledge of conjugation, Most past tenses are formed
by adding ed or d, therefore the past tense of see should be
seed, -

Slop Jar: original meaning of slop was mud and later
muddy place, slush, or liquid food, Anglo-Saxon sloppe;
cognate with slip, slobber, slab., Hence a jar which holds
ligquids and table food scraps is called a slop jar, In
mid-19th century the frontiersmen used the same vessel for
waste elimination and retained the term.

Smoke house: house in which meats are cured and
smoked, hence the term smoke house, Smoke derives from the
Aaglo-Saxon smoca and is similar to the Dutch smook and Ger-
man smauch. To smoke (as referring to tobacco) appeared
around 1600,
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Sparking: spark is of Anglo-Saxon spearca, with cog-
nate forms in Low German and obsolete Dutch, but not in other
Teutonic languages, The sense of gallant is probably the
basis for meaning courtship as applied to the term today.

Sprang house: term cocined from spring and house,
Usually the structure was built over a spring (well) of
water so the cooclness of the water created an atmosphere in
which perishable items could be kept for long periods of
time,

Stick broom: term used and developed from the use
of sticks of straw held together to form a broom., Hence a
stick broom,

Straw tick: case or cover of a mati}ess; corre-
sponds to Dutch tijk, German zieche, and West Germanic loan
from Latin teca, theca. Hence a mattress made of straw is
called a straw tick,

'Taint: inappropriate pronunciation of contraction
of it is not or it ain't,

Tolerable: bearable, endurable .as used in the 15th
century; later, 16th and l7th centuries, was used in the
sense of allowable or moderate, Olgd French tolérable and
Latin tolerabilis, Hence the use to mean moderate or fair,

Tom-catting: probably had its origin from the writ-
hero, a male cat, is Tom the Cat. Therefore, the description
of a lady's man is referred to as Tom Cat, hence, tom-catting
is the verbal form,

Tote: to carry or transport as used in the 17th cen-
tury period in Virginia, In the French<English Dictionary
(London, 1611), R, Cotgrave has tauter, "to Iay a roller
. . . under a heavy thing, the better to remove it," Hence
the meaning to carry.

To wet one's whistle: Anglo-Saxon wistle, hwistlie,
noun, wistlian, verb, hwistlian, Imitative origin and cog-
nate is with whisper, comparable to Old Norse hvisla, to
whisper. In to wet one's whistle the word may orlginally
have meant pipe, Hence, to drink a liquid to quench thirst,

Turns my stomach: French estomac, Latin stomachus,
and German stoma, The original meaning was throat, gullet,
or mouth, but in Latin it is used figuratively for pride
indignation or inclination, as in archaic stomachful or the
biblicail proud stomach, Hence the sense that creates a mean~
ing of disgust or indignation,
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Under the weather: weather derives from Middle
English-from-0ld English weder, akin to Old Friscian weder,
O0ld Saxon wedar, Old High Germ German wetar, Middle High German
veter, German wetter 01d Norse vetﬁr Old Slavic vedro,
good veather. The description of tbe state of something is
used in this thought, Hence, under the weather meaning of
not well or an ill state,

Vittles: probably derives from Latin vitellus, mean-
ing calf meat (food). Hence the term vittles meaning food

Your'n: mispronunciation of your one, meaning yours,
Probably adopted from the Negro speech during the slave days,.

Sources:
e —————

Mein, Franklin J., Editor-in-Chief . Library of Universal
Knowledge, Chicago: Consolidate Book Publishers

Onions, C. T., G, W, S, Friedrichsen, and R, W, Burchfield,
eds, The Oxford Dictionary of English Etymology.
London Oxford University Press 1966,

Partridge, Eric. Origins; A Short Etymological Dictionary
of Modern English, New York: The Macmillan Company,
1959, .

Weekley, Ernest, An Etymological Dictionary of Modern
English, New York: E, P, Dutton and Company, 1921,
Several phrases and/or words listed in the colloquial-

isms derived from descriptions of physical happenings, e g.,

beat the fire out, run in the ground, up the creek, up the

river, and jump the broom, These and similar phrases ar-:

used to give meaning to a parallelism, e.g., beat the fire

out, whipping, Fire in the stubble fields and brush is put

out by smothering the flame with a heavy leaved branch.

Hence, when an offspring is punished by a branch whipping,

the term is beat the fire out,
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