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. American Frieads Service Comrittee. Who Shall’ Live? Man‘g‘Conf?Ql over Birth and
Death. ?éﬂg: _HIIT and Wang. YI.795. 144 p.", ‘ o= ] )
. : - . J \‘/

A fﬁoﬂgh} provoking report éépet!SIQy useful Fn*terms of déallng wltia the
toncept of death and the qualifty ot life. T, . ‘ R Y
, T . - i 2 .

-
X

. (O U . N T,
Bgcker, EFnesT. The Denial of Death. 'New Yﬁrk:,Machlla?f (cl973), $7.95, 314 p. .

Q-"‘

This work cou!q.be\USed as *a"modern expIanaj&onyllnferprefaflon of %évergl .
psychoénaiyfic'fheorie§ including those of Kierkegaard, Rank and Freud. Tnhe duthor
has maintained the difficult standard of comprehensiveness: ."| have written this
book fundaméntally as a study In harmonization of the Babel of views on man and on

The human condition, In the belief +hat the time Is ripe for,a systhesis that covers

* the best Fhought.in many fields, from the. human. sglences 15 religion. | have tried
toravoid moving against and negating any point of view, no matter how personally
antipathetic ¢6 me; If 11 'seems to have In It a core of truthfulness. | nave had a
growing realizatidn over the past few years that the problems of man's knowledge is
not to oppose and to demollish opposing views, but to iqclude them In a.larder theo-
retical stfucture." He suggests’a synthesis’ of psychology and rellgion to heighten
buman -sensitivity~in our struggle\against death. This work is relevant to the: many
kéf__ys who will never read those’'modern giants in thelr unvarnished originals. Becker's
explanations are to the point and from the modern experience: Zorba the Greek, A
Clockwork Orange, Charles Mansion,.The Playboy Mysiique. So, Professor Becker has .
purged ‘his academic soul of pedantic universitydium. But Becker's book Is both dif-
‘fleult 'and stimulating. There,are many tedious, thought provoking passages,-which,
ifraverpondered, may deprive you of your desire to became enlightened: "Freud's .
overfondress of h[% own phylogénetic myths of the primal -horde, § rvefsion~as«a pro-
test against the submergence of individuality by species standardizatlion, etc., etc.

. However, The Denial of Death Is of valus for those who have a desire Tq”delye into

" “the psychoaralytic depths of human desth. .. ' .

L )
oM v

~

N LY » 3 . i . .
Cook, Sarah, Children and Dying: an Exp}ooé?ion and Selective Bibllography. New
York: Health .Services, 1973, .4 S i

“Suryeys thé small amount of Iiterature- on children and dying as it relates to
nursing. The anshéﬁ;arflcle whiich is inctuded offers*soclid advice to nurses, phy-~
. °.slclans and parents on understanding and managing death. The bibliography on child-
- ren's perceptions. of dedfh_Is sparse and dated., ot Relommended. > K

.

€ a

utier, Donald R. ~Updating'Life and Deathr Essays In Ethigg and Medicine, Bosfon: s
, Beacon Press, 1968, p. 286. .

Y +  Editor Cutler has put together a group of well written documented essays by
writers uniquely qualified to ‘evaluate the development of gedical ethics. Thelr
backgroundg”vary from Dorr Professor of Research In Anesthesia at Harvard, to Senisr
Mipister of the Faith Presbyterian Church in Minnetounka, Minfesota, to a member of
Britain's Royal -College of Fhysicians. The six page index makes this a useful re=
source for Eubjecfs such as abortion, Iife~concept of ,franspiants. Some of these

essays may haunt the ethical reaches of our mind: “...a refusal or failure to be a
3 . . N -
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£ ) : T ) @ ’ o LT '
donor of our body or.tissue, In one way or another, amounts to ¢hoosing death for N
' somebody else." "|f transpiant surgery is carriede«out, then the.materials {sed must o
be the“Bgst possible. It Is also for thls reasdn that donors should be young...the
« * longer -the patient 4s comatose the longer his kidneys, heart, lungs and |iver are . N
- ITkély to suffer from inadequate cfﬁcu?afion and thus noit be ideal material.'for the .
purpost. _The trefendous dilemma thersfore arises that} those youngsters with qraln
damage are ideal dopors only if the period of coma prior to removal of thelr -organs
is short..." Taken all together, these essays have a Shakesperian qual ity of intro- .

. ducing the readsr to multiple ievels of inquiry. . o -

[ o

-

.. Fontenot, Christine. "Values Iﬁ'L!$erafure:,Al}erna%ivé approaches; The.Supjedt = * "5
. Nobody Teaches In’English Journal, Vol. 63, No. 2, Feb. 1974, e ) ..

3

High échcolféthish Teacher describes unit3 she prepared-and taught on.death.

Contains 5029 excellent suggestions both on reading material and music which canm -
be inggrpordted.. 1 ’ . L - . .
e 1 - N " .. - - ~ ‘.
. : . - ¢ ’ . ¥ 4 P r
Gordqn, Javid Cole. Overcoming the Fear of Death. New “York: Machiillan (c1970), 5 p. =
€ .02 -~ . . . el :

LY - . . ‘ “

This Is F very simply written book, or more,accurately extended essay, on the -~ :
psychojogy of Death.' The author menti&gs many of the psycholqgical ,theories more . r N
fylly nd Eomplef%ly dealt with by Belker {The Ddnial of Death) though this Is not .

~ a layman's Becker 0. C. Gordan's- book coifld be used as a.modern critical view of
Western people's over focu$ on |itefal time, money, soclal ‘status, etc. The author
“~builds these critical rnngh}s as he idenfifigs.fhé’@ayg people: .struggle 4o avoid
. death;\fear decay; fear cessation of ThougthKEHE‘atéumuléfe monuments. The under-
- lying theory espoused Is that ali people” desire unificdtion of self, other and uni-
+ ‘verse, 1 Death, then,~is the ultimate unlffcafion., One does not have to share this
? - thesis viith the author Yo qppreciafq,his evaluation of Western proclivities. The
. historic relevance of Gordan's ‘book is-aptly suggested by'Rabbi Jack Riemer's review,
: In the' Jesuit periodicai, America: "This I% the ‘classic view of the ancient pagan ~
religlousuand mystery cults. |1f man is really a part of nature, then the -temporary. ..
separation which-constitutes human Life is not’a goal buldonly a station and the
} > ultimate end is to mergé back into the formiess whole fromWhich we dame.... |+
+ stands In Qlear ‘contrast to the classic bio11dat view,. whicht is 4hat man Is In some
sense di-fferent from the rest of nalure.... Tals book is an example of the new pop- .
ularity of the viéus' of'the Eastern religicns in the West. There are many who wil |
respoﬁd‘fo,lfs message:" (America February 6, 1971, p. {32) R s

-

-

e

. ' . . . ' - \
Gr;:}%an, Earl, ed. “Explalning Death Fo Children. 'Bgé%onz Beacon Press, 1967, 266 6. "
- T e V‘ - ’..
Col lectton of articiss by sclentis®s and clergymyri. Emphésig;s-bo+h the Chris-
tian and psychological dimensions of death. EHcourages adults to permit children .
~ fo--recognlze the reality of death and express thelr grief. Both gractical thought-
ful. Contains exX+ensive ChﬁprF«bibéiQQF@ph[gs. The editor also krote a bodk,"
Talking about Death, a Dialogud Betwefn Parent and Chid, Tlhlystrated by Gisela Heau - ,
- and printed by Beacon Press,. 1970. The ‘usa of a dialogue is excellent, byt poorly D
carried out. This reviewer senses that s.ch a dialogue Is not what Grol iman captured.
Rather it is,an adult concept of such a dialogue. For review of +his book see uni¥. .
K-3. ' . ' ' . :
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Jacksor, Edgar N. Telling a Child, about Death New York: Hawthorne (S1965) 91 p.
‘Topics covered “included the impertance of telling a;ghlld abouf-deafﬁ; when how
and what to say; understan ing the child's grief. The author stresses the Importance

of,iﬁcludfng children In family's experience of death In.ordes to .reassure child

that death Is a naturai part of life. The author makes some éxcellent points but

his style is simplistic and he +end§~¢e—over Il lustrate. ".Easy reading. Not rec. )
~ * P . . . , ot B »

-
L]

Kelly, Orville E. "Make Today:Lount" A.D. Jan., 1975, 234 p. . : v

“ « . . < - .
. Religlous periodical articlte about a’man I 1¥ing w?fh the knowledge that he s %
dying of. cancer. He determines to make every moment ‘valuable and meaningful -- .
not only for himself and his family, but for those In similar’slituations. .
. % ‘i‘ . f . - ﬂ‘
. : r

KubleF—Rqss, Elizabeth. On Deafhoand ﬁylﬁ%s New Ybfk: MacMillan, 1969, 260 Pe X
a - ’ .t . N

x »

Describes the author's work with the terminally’ 111 and éuégqsfs methods for
hospital staff to serve the dying. Discusges the stages through which dying persons,

suggests means of lessening firis resistance. Alihougii.directed=to those In health
profession, Or. Kubler-Ross' Compassien for the cying individual and for, those In-
volved In hiS qr her care, cembines ‘with her. in-depth knowtedge in_the field to-make

subject. In the future high &chool students will probably view this,as a classic in
its field, However, it is important to note +wo reseFvaTloqs about this work. Some
authorities raise serious questiops abput the accuracy of her concept of specific
stages thréugh which pecple go through; Dr. KubleraRoss s a+t times dogmatic rather
than tentative'ih her assumptioms and‘condlusions. These problems are complicated
in that she has been somevwhat idolized or at least-.sainted by many In the health
professions.so that critical rather +han lauditory Information about her books may -
be difficuld to come by. These reservations are relevant fo librarians who should
‘'seek a balanced collection by providing alternative or even antagonistic worldviews

~

8n alfernative to the Kubler-Ross view is E win S. Shneidpan's Death, the Enemy.
However, as the annotation on .it Indicates, it 1s rather z;orly carried out and some
what dull., - v <. St )

LCIN "
. LR +

- . . »

KublervRoés, Elizabeth. Quesiions and Answérs on Death and‘Dying. New York: Mac~
Millan, 1974, 171 p. ‘ -

» L] M ; .

Attempts to answer those questions most fréquent ly asked by participants iIn
death and dying seminars. Emphasis o’ patient related issues. Directed to thozz Ia
. health-care pasitions. Dr. Kubler has great understanding of the needs of the dying.
and those who care_for them. Her answefs are sincere and face ‘he question of death

,squarely. Not recommended Owrly because the issue of the child's attitude toward

death is purposely, not +included. ‘
= . o S ! _
Kutscher, Austin H., ed. Death and Bereavemsnt. 'uprlngfleld: Ik, Thomas, 1969,
» 364 p., $8.00 | ¢ ! ! ) .
- - ' ) Y ‘e A
" JLollection of 4] articles by physicians, mjnisters, psychiatrists, dnd oghé;/ ’
professional persons. Entries vaPy iIn guality. -A gocd bibliography. Recorménded
N or research. . . . !
' / ~
. SR .
' " . ¢

. » . . * .
. N ) .
v ¢ e * * - R .

go while coming to terms %ith death. Analyzes resistance to confronting death and . '~

this required reading, for those who wish to develop a better underfstanding of the A s

on death, as they become available. -One solid and g{if]dal material which presents .

¢ . ) "y
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‘+Lepp, Ignace., Death and Its Mysteries. New York: MacMilian, 1969, 194 p.
t SN

' ‘mortality of the soui. A psycholgigldal, documented, non-emotional religlous approach:

<

&
4
-

{ . u -~
» Tt wllm 3 .
- R . 4 ~ 1 o4 ,

bt {

The author, a psyphpIoéisT:ZpsychOTHErapisf, arid Catholic priest, e plores
toplcs of physiological death, fe suiclde, the meaning of death, and therim-

Wil be.of Inspfration fo -thosé who_view death as the fréeing of the soul from the
“body.s . o ' - -
~ .

. -~ .
- a -

Liffon, Robert J& Death In Life: Surviyors of Hirbshima. Né? York: Random House,
1969, 576 p.os . - ’ .
Exhaustlive "study of the Iimpact of the bomb on the city and the survivors.™'Lif- . |
ton explores survivors reactions--physical and emotional, and thelr attitudes toward
those not affected. 'In iInterviews With 75 survivors, Lifton reported and analyzed
a gommon frame of reference. The survivors.have a.sense of continuous encounter
with -death exTendIr@}Qﬁ%m the initlal exposure to the presenf. The author_suggests
that we, Pse. soclety, create new psychic and soclal forms, which wiil enable us o ,
rectaim technology and Imagination in the service of the continulty of I1fe., "Highly
re¢commended for an.andepTﬁ’PsychIcaTric study of survivorship. ~ o
. 3 . . §

3 .

»~ . v |
~

Mchnnéy, Margot ‘and Minton, Mitdred. Deafh:_A—New‘image.‘ November, 1973, 2{ p.
. /. - . - 7 -

’

- A selected bIbIIoéFapﬁy-of Green Mounféin.Co]lege hotdings. o (;;‘ Y

] N a4

. . B L
te M ’ s

Moriar)ty, David M., cpﬁb. ané ef. The Loss of Loved Ones: The Effects of a Death

.’ﬁ “In the Family on Personality Deveﬂopmen+7~'Sprlngfie!d;'TL7~¢h6haé,’T§37, 203 p.
e BRI 7 - . ’ ‘ . o 4

Moriarity's +hesls is Thafggﬁe loss of .a loved one, especial ly through death,
Is most Important cause bf major mental”lllness. "Such illness may occur immediately -
‘or appear later in llife.  His thesis [s sybstantiated by hls case histories and, _
dialogues between patients and physiclans. Further tastimony is supplied by contrib-
utors.« Unfortunataly, this bodk only verifies the problem and offers no solution i

~ ofher than psychlatric help after the pental 1liness has become manifest. Not rec.

.
.

. ’ * [ £ LI Y

Moss, Judith. " "Dgath in ¢hildren's Literature," Eleéenfary,EnglléhZ -April, _197216
+ p. 530-32, - ST .. \ .
Rexiews six books that show special sensitivity %6 the emctions ofsfear,-shane,- -

anger, and ‘dIfficulty of adjuéf@enf following the loss of a loved person.

3 N » . -
A .o r -

-

Myers, Jeanette. 'Ljterature, Drama, and Children's' Attitudes and Anxieties Con- R

cerning .Death," ELAN. Vol 16,-No. I, Winter, 1973, p. 38-45. . -
~ = ._'\ . - . +

. A oL M
Advocates allowling chi ldren to express their concJETs and fears of death  in
play. Alsq encourages teachers to make available |iterature deallng with death.

Contalns wealth of suggested readings for clilldren aged “5-12. - .




. * - - -
- .. # » N

Oéborne& Ernest, When yoJ—Lose a Loved Cfe. Public Affairs_Comml++ee; l958,\@8 p.
ot PR - . . . .

. . Coﬁp?ehepslve.bvervfe# of varfous -adult reactlons to death and mourning and
+thelr relationship +o ¢hiidren's feellngs. Simply and directly written, but contalins
nothing which Is not coverét In greater depth In more recent studies. Not rec.
8 ., " . ; .

.
) R . ’ ~ - ™ . :
*

Parker,'A, Monéan. ‘Suicide among“Young Aduits. New York: BExposition Press, I??%, 164 -

-

*

. . . _ ‘
- A study of young'édulfg~(i7r25f who have afféhpfeﬂ or committed sulclide in-the
* U.S, Armed Forces. Parker researches the signiflcan “factors In understanding and
dealing with suicldal behavior. He focuses on #h role of Christlan minlstry as a
. vital resource in suliclde prevention. 'This study covers attitudes toward suiclde , .
in past, theories fegarding the nature of sulcide, occurance data, sympioms,” and o,
methods. The rellgious dimension recelves special aktention. Well organized, but . -/
' does ndt directly,deal” with the concept of death. Not recommended. -

NN . - . . R \ . e .

' ) 0 - ~ . ' ) ’\.‘ - ' - ' é ’ ’
Pearson, Leonard, ed. Death and Dying, current issues.n the treatment gj_khe dylng
" person. Cleveland, Case Western Reserve, 1969, 235 p. . . A

¢ 9 ° P2

-
Y -

. Topics covered' inciude: ps¢tholp£lca[ death--as opposed to physical death~-, .
. " llfe and, death foqéés within the Individuai, tieatment of dying iIn England, -effects
* of death on famlly, and awareness of deathvprocess. Written by clinicians and . |
I scientists. Well done, Hut written for +he scholar and researcher, not recepmmended. |
R . > ’/ .

. 1 -

1
]

C et a< P ‘v . . o
+ Powers, Thomas. “Learning to' die: The Final Lesson that few Doctors ,Know- how to
Teach." Harpers-Magazine, Jupe, I§7l,-p. 72-80.. ’

. — i o , o o ,
A\ExceJIen'f' study,of the current state of dylng im am Institution. Inclydes a

chronicle of the last hospitallzation of a;"Mrs. B.™" and relates issues of death: -,

and dying. to her case. . ) ’

. « . i
~N * . ?

- . . 3
. 4 . . « - . 5 . . .
Savaryfdtouls M. and Carrico, J. Paul. Coﬁfempo?ary Fiim and*the New Generatlon- .
Association Press. New York, '1971 .(Youth World Series). - .

» -

A brief, critical handbook on‘contemporary fllms,. some o{ which deal with or
touch on “the-concept of death: For example, there Is an explication of Universal ‘T
gPlcfures' Tell Them Willie Boy Is Here (the Hero who commli+s an act of violence and

- - 'dies’, perhaps nobly), as well as an evaluation of United Artists' Midnight Cowboy,
and. Columbia Picture Industries' Easy Rider. . / s

l* ’

/o‘ ’ * ) /2 - ; , ’ A
) , : . : ' ', . )

) Scd&f, Frences G.' and Brewer, Ruth M. Confrontations vf Death: A BooK of Readrngs\
. and Suggested Methods of Instruction. Corvalliis, Oregon, Conflnulng Educajion
M (cl97lz, 184 p.

Y
' .
1y ' ’ * )

. Selected réadlﬁgs'desl@n to eliclt discussion of feeling about death. |ntent:

. provide a situation in whi eader can lonfron! his or her own death realistically ™° :
v and thus be better prepardd to confront 'i1fe ang help others™o same. This }s an e \
) excellent collection of readings--especially for +he- reader who hasn't the +ime +o
assemble -his own col lection of materdals, Especially helpful: "Some phllosophies ‘

. of LIfe and Death," "Theie of Death In Poetry and Literature,” and "Some Cofsjdera-
I' ‘o *lons of Personal Healith." ‘ ! ‘

- ’ . i
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Shneidman, Edwln-S. Deafh The Enemy Psychology Today, ‘1973 (casseﬂe-“l'ape)\/

* Academic tedious infervlew th ,E ‘S Shneidman - Primarily of ln“l“éreswE to re- *

LN

searcher, adds littie to background of “teacher or librarian. - Criticism zf Kobler @oss ;o
Report *Is of Interest. . .o . - ., . e
> * N * 1Y . *
. . "3 . N . Lo ! 3 . /:' : . . 7/
Wol, Anna W.M.. Helping Your Child Understand Death. Child Stydy, 1973, 96 P $t.50.
. - \
Suggests ways of guldlng schildren of various ages $o urderstand and accept deaths .
- Very percepﬂve—-—a good' buy at fhis Qrice. . . . »
. ¢ N . 3 ;‘ . :' ] e \ . .-
. Zeligs, Rose. Children's Experiencg with Death. Springfleld, 4L C. C. Thomas, I’974,
- 22 p. - " \ - .
' \3 ) \\ * . /‘j o -
“ . "The chlid's. concep. of geath 'grows with age Thus, the five -year-old may ’ -
think that life and death are reversible while a +en-year-old will be interested In PR
the cause of death. Parental attitudes affect children' s attitudes. Paren‘fs can .
. help them byilncluding cttl Idr,qn in all phase’s of |ife, includlng death. Very brief R ,
) and commonsensmal;. (« ") C . . , ) g
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v De Paéja;‘Tomief Nana Upstairs and Nana Ddesfairs 'Pufnam I§73. <
: * oy, © \

]

wJ

Grades K;i Four year old Tommy has a grea+~grandmo+her who Is bedridden -
Nana upstalrs - and.a grandmother who is active - Nana downstairs. He enjoys ihe
cofipanionship of both, and parT}cblarly enjoys Nana upstains' stories. Whep Mana

“upstairs dies Tommy learns that she wlll.never come back and that Nana d

hstalrs

will eventually deferiorate icd become a Nana upstairs. For ‘chitdren this could.

~ be a sobering *combrehensible

stairs" is somewha1\roman+|c o

4

- -

tudy of what I+ means to be young, old, very old
"and dead.* Reference tofa fatling star as "perhapi;yhaf was a?knss from.Mana> Up-

-t

Grollman, Earl A. }alklng about Death’ a dialogue between pa@enf and child. .

< Bos‘l'oﬁ Beacon'Press, 1970, 32 p. « ~ )

]

&

A )

. Grades: 2—4‘ Written as & parent's_guide to bring child to understanding of
. Meaning of death, The parents section briefly but directly offers suggesiions
for' methods of apyroach and ellaboration on tie ideas presented in- the chitdren
secfion. Adthough the ideas presented In The children!s section are sound, the
‘ manner Qf pres enfation Ls cold and unzppealing. The Illustrations add nofh:ng to

the +ex+ which In Ifsel is tna'Hractive. toi reccvmended. :

* , . . R
- N . e ~
o .

. 14 vl o - P | M '\'
.'Tressal+ AI«ln._ The Dead Tree. Qiarbnf s Magazine, 9s. -

N .

i

.\-3

b Grahes K~-3. SforL of the slow deith of an old oak +ree and [ts confrtbufion
to nature - sheifer for’birds, animais and Insects. When the treg Is blown over”
by .a sfrong wind, the trunk decays and adds Fo the balance of nature. . In the ¢

fital scene young acorns are sprouflng to replace the tree. Simple and approp
study of the life'cycle"in nature. Good {n+roduc+oky material fqr approach +

h s‘l‘udy 6ﬁ death .as' part of life. - ,
v . LU - ot ' . ~— .

-

V%ors+7*Judi%h:\-The Ubnfh‘GbGd‘Thing abou+ Barney.. A+hen1um, 197I - 25 p.

Grades: K-2. When Barney the cat dles the. npfher Suggeggs that her son
think of 10 good things to say about him at is funeral. He can only Think of

9 but his search for the 10thihelps him to a cCept* death. ~Honest!y' hand!
emotflons steqming from the koss of a pet. ".Deals frankly wifﬁ questions
+he final ity of death. Gentle anq,sfralthforward. .

AJ i '
H

{

" Qfarburfg, Sandot §. GroWing Yime. Houghton—MIfiin, 1969, 44 p.

o -

[} *

s.the
regarding

-

'Grades K-3. Wheh'Jamie's dog dles, he is givap 2 axplanarions of death: .

that death isn't 2 going away but.a goingback *+o'the earth and TheJapnrlf never
dies - it lives in the survivors heart. Jamie considers both as reasorable, but
- ~

Is more comforfad by a new puppy. .« ‘ "\ < T

- 3. -~ ~ .
* \ ) 3 \ - * -

Zo4ofoor¢marlbffé My Grandson Law. Nev York: Harper & Row, (cl974), 32 p:

™

»
"-Gradés: K-2. Agboy of six reygels h! fondnremorigg of hls grandfather to

his mothér and asks her why he hasn't come back. She exXRlains that he died, but

@ she hadn*t told him because he hadn't asked for him. T%ey console each other by

[:R\f: sharing thelr memories of him. Honesfiy and simply porfraya a child's confuslon

ammmm regardling the absence of someone he loves. The mother's response Is touchingly
sincere rather +han saccharine. , ) " .

jate .

1 4

'y
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’ 3 . * . ‘ ) ’ .“’
Berg, David. Perspeﬁikves on Death. Sllver‘Springs, Md: Communitape & Waverly
.- =~ - \Press, (c1972), : S . '

‘a v
-~ § . « ¥
. . v

. - .Grade 4-8., ,Sound Film Strip: ‘"Funeral Customs ‘Around the Werdd" 28 min.
* . Notes similarity of funeral customs, i.e. visual confronfaflon,'religiou? ceremony,
. . procession, disposal ceremony etc, in fhg‘Orlen*; Africa, Europe, North & South
¥  America, .Sound Fllm Strip: "Death Through ihe Eyes of the Artist" 22 min. Death
o themes in the art of the ancient PWamids, ancient Greece, the Renaissance and, the .
¢" ) l9th century. Thesls: Art attempts to make death more concrete and therefore
" more comprehensible. Audio Tape: "Death themes in Literature" 20 min, Thesis:
Death themes:in |iterature attempt 16 explore mysteries «af death and man's emotions
--covers from Greek to late I9th century. Audio Tape: "Death Themes in Music"
I8 min." Thesis: LComposers attempt to capfure moog of death and-expose Thelr own
feelipg toward it- A superfitial survey which romps throygh 20 centuries, 3 disci-
plines and 5 continents ‘ip one houg; too broad in scope., 'But there. is some value
In syperficial audid vidual materiais for some students . in terms of anl initial mo-
tivation, ) ] . T , T .

- - .
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~  Buck) Pearl. The Bigsifave. New York: .John Day 1947, 6l_pages.
Yo TNt P ’ T
Grade: 4-6, TwoJJapaﬁesé boys, Kino, whose family aré farmers, and Jiya,

whose famjly are fishermen are close 'friends. When.a tidal wave destroys Jiya's

home and kills his_family, Kino's famiiy takes him in and helps him overcome his

. grief., A wdalthy. patron’ Ttempts 1o adopt Jiya, but he efecfs to remain with
Kino's.family. After he grows up Jiya decides to return #o the sea.  BeautifuTly

* writ¥en story not only df griéf and read justment, but of the meaning of friendship

. ‘and love., . .
- . y“ ¢
> TN - . ‘: ' R ’ .
Cleaver, Yera,, and Clesver, Bjll. Grover, Lippincott,-[970. 'I%5 pages. . ,

-
-

\} . ’
:-Grades 4-6. Ten y@ar old Grovers |s confused and upset by his family's un/

' w?l]lngne§§/4p discuss his mother's fgrminal illness. After she comits suicide
o ke §4+emp to 3adjust Toﬂihe changes hgr death makes in hls'life. Realistic, some-
_Timesfhumoroué, often sad, but never sorbar.- Good illustrabion of child's desire
‘.7 T 1p adapt. , , Co
ey Koo Y L '

- . \ N . * ) -

. CH%aver,-Vera,)and“CPeagewy Bill. Where the Lil%es Bloom. " Lippincétt, 1969,
|74, pages. - - . " ’
[N - » LS . » R . *

T ., - . ~ *
" ,Grade 4-8, ,‘hen the,Luthers! father dies, the children secretly bury him.
Mary , the middle child agsimes responsibility for the 10 yr. old brother and the

« rgfprdéd older sister. With extradrdinary skill fthe thyee manage e survive by
. . scratching a living ¥com the soif.. This i&.an excel Lefit account of the tragedy of
g children surviving alohe. They exhibit extreme courage and good, humor but the .
¢ . child of average means fay hgve difficulty identifying with Thg.dire poverky of
+ fheir existence, o * ) , - k
. ., 7 ; ( ‘
. o ¥ . /—"/
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~ Jore appropriate for grades 5-7 because of the stronger focus on young &hildten. |

g

Lea, Virgiﬁig. The Magic woth, New York: 'Seaﬁd?y (c.1972).’ 64 pajes. 4
v gs e .

Maryanne grow weaker from.a heart condition. He.brings her smalfl gitts fo cheer
her. One of thebe, is a caterpillar cacoon. On’the day of: her déath, the moth e-
merges from the cacoon. Excelient story of how more than ofie member off a family
copes with death. Plot and character devalopment are, realistic and the funeral «
process is well explained. Sensifive"ifhouf being toq sweet «or toc morbid.

»

Grade 2-5. Mark O., a Kindergartner and the youngest of 5;£wafches his sister

= » 1 * .-
3 - -

Sunburst. cl973. 2 sound filmstrips and cadsette tapes.
. . ' _ { —
Grades 5 and up. Paet |. Acceptance: :Asserts’ that death is a part of life

by exploring the life cycle, the concept of Life expectancy and the search for im-
mortality. Proyides an especially clear.definition and.simple ®wnceptualization of
life expectancy. Quotations from William Shakespeare and Francis Bacon are apt and
‘artistically done; the student needs no prior knowledge fo appreciate these:lliterary
gentuses. However, the language may be over-demanding to younger students, lhtro-

Ljving. With Dying.

duces the moral and athical issues of who should determine who shall 1ivp and who:*
shall die. Covers fear of death, grief of losing lcved ones. . Fogeefu *y’brfngs :
" out lonelines> of older people who are surrodnded by machines rather—fhan_ pedgle.

_Summarizes major ways in which humans deal with death. Part kl. ifmortakity.

" But this part also suggests ways parentsishould openly and directly explalh death
to children. Goes through 5 stages through which some peopie.go, agcording to "',
Kubler-Ross. Dramatization of these five stages is developed force%&{ly and sadly.
Taken together with part 1, this is a colorful, evocative teaching kit #hich mov=
ingly leads to its closing lines: 'death is a naturai part of life for all iiving
things in the world." . R

N - s - e

-
*

‘ ) _ _
Orgal,~0, The Hulberry Music. Illustrated by Dale Payson. “Harper, 1971 4130 pgs.

Gradas 4-6. Eleven year old Libby's grapdmother loves and lives life to the
fullest. Grandma enjoys swimming &t dawn, so.sh& d¢as. Grandma jogs in her mul-
berry sweatshirt and isn't concerned wifth. other bgop!e‘s perceptians of her. The
love which Libby has for her grandmother establishes the difficulty Libby has In
coping with Grandma Liza's illness, weakening héalth and finally, her desth. Libby
copes by participation in a funerdl appropriate for Grandma Liza.

- N .*

* *

The End of One. .l16mm, 7 min. Learning Corporation of America.

’
-

Grades 4-8. Views of New York garbage dump and death it ca.ses & seagull. 7n
allegory of modern societal poliution., Effective camera and sound frack technigues.
Not recommended for unit on d2ath, but uUseful for unit on pollution.
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A Taste of:Blackberrjes. Crowsll, 1973. '58 pagés; T

o

»

-

L2 ’

Swmith, Doris.
‘Ages 4-7. ,Jamie and his best friend have goodﬁfimeg togdthér, but Jamie
ie was stung-by a

-« Tended to oyer-dramatize and t&11 tall stories. . Thus, when

- bee while gathering Japanese beetles, his,friend, disgusted w¥th Jamie's overacting, ~

With the love'and -~ '~ .' "7

¢

. 'leaves him. “later, lie learns that Jamie died of the sting.
. understanding of his family, neighbors, and Jamie's mother., the friend acaepts
Jam1é'$ death/and léarns to;ltve with his .grief. Good study of youth's' reaction to
death and of how death-can’'bé a growing experiense. "

s v o~ - @
' T ' : -t vy % . : - - . ‘
4 .’. . K
" . . ; ‘ . . .
~ . Whitehead, Ruth. The Mother Free. Seabufy, 1971. 149 pages. . . : '
. = ‘ . . oy L .
- Grades 4-6. Elevenryear old Tempe is forced prematurely into the role of .
N N . . 2 - » . -
housexeeper and babysitter by her mother's death. A superstituous, but Understand-
< 19 grandmothér assists her in accepting her acquired role. This book is overly
.. sentimenfal. Not Recommended. ’ -t ' » -
. “ * ' L ( ‘ » ’
P > : . b ‘ ’ « /I \ v
a » he : .a ) Lad | *
. \ X ' AR ’
% i
. " P -4 - - . ’ ‘e
' LS * 13 ’ 1 * %
4
LY ¢ . '* * .
) ? . < ' ' A ¢
' Va b i N ” “
~N
S ) , _ - .. ) oo
* * . “ :
L o R . .o l - ‘
¥ ! . o-
* o v R ‘
» t ) ‘ [ . ’ .
. \ . - Y,
- -~ . s . ¢
> " ' " M s
- ‘\c - . ‘ B - -
] » . } - "
- -~ .. 7 L+
~ ! )
. 4 - A ~
ad > ’ =
- ‘ ~ = ) ' ¢ ’
« . ~ 2 ’
» ’ S N -
'v'v , * \—> - .
< -‘\‘\\
. %: . , ’. > \‘\
* o 13 \‘\
S VI : -
‘ERIC . e -
o . * = ' .
o . . g - . .Ai !




L)

’

" strength required quface the_real ity of-death. *
! ) ‘
\ . 4#. ] . . N ) ) . » .. ¢," N .
. Gunther, John. Death Be Mot Proud. New York: Harpersand ‘Row (cl971) 26ip. Grades
8 and ljp. ’ A * i , ;
s The tather of a child wha died of a braln tumor records the ghild's ordeal-

‘ poses of the expedition and its leader in the icontext of Latin-American Hlstory.

» . .
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* Arunde!, Honer.. The Blanket Word. Nashville: Thomas Nilson Inc. (cl973), |38p._

“the style and gaéé are not mdlnfalned through fhe lasf third. .

“ this blbliography. Not recommended. .

N N - .
. \\\N\*“\\\* . _ _ 7andtp =~ o P
e < M .

$4. 95. Grades 8-12. -\ - . . -

-., Jdan, The Iiberafed chIege s#udenf is unw#llingly drawn- back Info her family
clrcle when she returns home for her mother's funeral. Surprised. +o find herself
grieving for_ the mother whom she thought, she didi't [cva, she Is still al ienated
from her sisters and the traditions they espouse. She does, however, establ i'sh
rapport with her brother who 'assists her.in her struggle to cope with her, ambivalent
feelfings. This forthright and non-senflmenfat novel Is liferarlly dramb#ic, though,

. ’
b .‘\\

// N t ‘/ i ‘:
. rd .t LT
Beckman,, Gunnerl, Admlsslon tor the Feasf. Hclt, Rinehart and Winston, 1972, |l4p.
. Grades 8 - I2 o . . . o ‘

-

tdre 18 year old learns® she i% dying and goes into isolation in order to
g her her ‘thoughts. She dogs so in the form of a letter to a dear friend in.which .
e details her desire To‘deny the, horrible recognifion of what is about to happen
,.o her, her feelings toward her: family, her remembrances of good times past, and
her relationship, with her boyfriend. In closing she js able to accept,the reallty
of her condition. Interesting: format, sincerely written. A chronicle of the

and the remarkable courage he displayed-jin coping-with. hls terminal Illness. Empha-
sis:” 15 months time - diagnosis to death. The father is justiflably proud of his
exceedingly bright young offspring. But the reader seeking a pe}fer understanding
of the typical reaction To death may have dlfflculfy identifying with John Gunther
as.protrayed by his father. More meanindful is the afterward by +he boy's mother in
which she explores her reactions and encourages fhgse who |ive to cherish the”joy
of life, -

y R ) . ) '
Harris, Richard. *Death of a Revolufionard: Che Qugvara's Last Missicon, Nor+on,
. 1970. 219p. Grades 8 and up. : v " .

s

Account of Che's guerrllla campaign in Bolivia. Exploreskfhe motives and pur-

»

Well written but documentation may be questionable. Does not deal wlfh Subject of

@

Hunter, Mollie. A Sound of Charlots. Mew York: Harper, 1972. 242 p. Grades 7 -
Qugg? -, .

# Bridie McShane adored her laughing and affectionate father. After his death
she retreats into a world filled with horrors. In parttcular she, Is appalled by
her mother's mourning. ?lnally she comz2s to accept her grief and seeks to show her
love® for her father by developing her owpy talents. Skillful interpretation of
the sights, sounds and feelings surrounding death and the changes deafh brings to

a child's life. .o '
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Klein, Stanley. The Final Mystery. New York: Douplgaay; 1974, 85p. Grades 6 - 8.

Explores the clinical definition of death, the beliefs of ancignt people and .
religious beliefs regqrding death. May answer some children's questions on the cul~- |
.. tural aspects of death, but does not address itself to the heart of the matter, i.e. |
_ - = how gffjh affects the individual. -Not recommended. ~ ) l

S 2 '
Langone, John._ Death is a Noun/A View of the End of Life. Boston: Little Brown
and Co. (&\ 19727 228p+, Srades 7 -9, - g
. . P - N *

Science's emphasis has been on the art of healing, that which may be learned of
death in the areas of ethics, morality, medical ethics, religion and law has been
_overlooked. Discusses some of the difficult questions regardirg death but emphasizes . |
the many different points of view and encourages cne to make his own judgments.
Topics covered are: When does death occur, fqpiﬁg death, euthanasla, abortion, ]
capit¥al punishment, murder, and sulcide. ,Honest attempt.to present many views,on = = |

coniroversial issues. . .

LY
v

Logan, Jame. Th;\Very Nearest Room. New Yori: .Scribner, 1973. 249p. Brades 6-8.

«

.. Fifteen year old Lee's mothér.sutfers & series of strokes, 1s hospitalized, and
dies. Lee'é\fafher, a physician issfrequently away from home. She assumes the role

of mother and housekeeper for her younger brother and sister. Well written hovel -
showing the impact of illness .and death - the frusfration as well as the love pos~
sible under These conditjons. - T e ’

\ ~

»

Lund, boris. Eric. Lippincott, 1974, 345p. $7.95. Grades 7 ~ 9. \

Story of’a young man's flght for life after he learns at age 17 that he had °
leukemla. Recounts the lonliness of those who suffer and the courage required to
perform in normal situation despite thelr grief. Compassionate but not overly
sentimental account of a fight - not agalnst leukemia - but against the tendency
to glve up.” Honest testimony for enjoyment of Iife whlle it lasts. . N

-

Mathis, Sharon Bell. Jeacup ful | of Roses. w York: Viking Press (1972) 125p.
Grades 7 ~ 9. , )

. Joseph is the second of 3 sons. He reslized that his older brother will proba-

bly destroy himself with drugs, despite their mother's willingrgss to Jeopardize

+he remainder,of the family's well being o prevent such destructipn:# Joseph &

confronts this circumstance by enlisting fh the army so that he can turn his earn-

Ing over 1o the Youngest brother, Davy, wham Joseph petficeives is the most worth-

while of the three brothers. But the eldesy brother steals the money, is robbed .
and kislled. In the attempt to recover the toney, Davy: is kllled. A portrayal of .

a culture in which destruction, violence.anc\overyhelming love compefe: ,

-
«

| The 0ld Yoman . célo?. 2 min: with tchr's. guhde. ACI Films, ?5 W. 45th St., New
York  10036. 1974. $50 (rental avallable\. Preview available., Gr 9-college. .

U]

?

IToxt Provided by ERI Y
'

Reviewed ih Previews, Dec., 1974, p. 12. Reviewer sugggsfs this film was
l - meant for a' discussion-starter, but”is In fact a sgoof requiring ﬁerious before-
Q 3 B
hand work by students. . )
’ ERIC ; D45
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) Jrended for unit: on deafh but exéeltent for unit on al cohol 1sm. . |

. '« a3e A

Peafh Sylvla. The Bell Jér. MNew York* Harper & Row (él97|) : . . - q
T ¢ o ¢
Grade 8+, Chronicles The six month of madness and treatment of the brllllanf,
Tfracflve, Ta!enfed and ,successful herwine. Highly autoblographiical. Moves quick- . |
ly - first person narraTIon is effectfve means 1o Iead reader Into the deranged mind.
Although “Fhe topic Is depression and attempted sul;hde, the author's Insight Info
the unhealthy ahtitude toward death Is compel | Ing.
. Q ? ’ ’ . .
Rosenthal, Ted. How GOuld 1. No+ be Among You? -New ﬁgrk George Brazleler (cl973) '__.:ﬁi
74p , >

L -~

Grade 74' The author had lived for Th}ee years wlfh the knowledge +ha+ he was
dying of leukemia. He offers a serles of brief verses testifylng to the beauty of
life, his love for what he will leave,and his anger with his Incurable iIIness,

Hauntingly real ins[ghf deve!oped in the face of death.

. E 4
- -

- ) ’ .

-

Segal, Erlch Love Story. New York: Harpeg & Row, (cI970); 131 p.
=OVE STory 4

Grade 74' Rich, athletlic Haryaprd boy meets and falls In love with poor, studious
Radcliffe giri. They marry despite his pa?enfs objectiong .and have a, year of wedded o
bliss before It Is discavered that she is dylng of Ieak mig. Superficlal - full . of »
cliches. But thls book will probably be read by girls S2eking romantic tragedy rather’s '
than sofe Inslghf info naPure of abiding Jove. Not recomgénded.

"y .

‘Sherburne, Zoa. Jenniféﬁ.' New York: Wm.. Morrow & Co.; 1959, {92 p- '

Grade 7~3. After Jennlfer s +wln sister's doafh at the age of 8,/the mothen
becomes a severe alcohoilc. This story chronicles teen-aged Jennlfer’s struggle
to fIn8 peace and normalcy In a new community after. her mother Is.cured. Also stud~-
tes Jennifer's fear that her mother will revert. Deals frankly with a child's resent-
ment and fear of alcoholism. Easily identiflable reactions df‘played. Not reccm~ N

|

Should Man Play God?, 1973, color, $180 (rental $i5).- Preview aval l&ble. Prod. |
NBC-TV. ,Dlsfrlbufer' Films 'ﬂc., 1144 Wllm°++e Aveque, Wl Imette, 1L 60091. ;
3 {
In fifteentminutes this documenfary format fllm brlefly questions ‘the valldityy
of psychosurgery and fefa! experimentation. . The fllm shVfts from operating room 4
scenes To interviews pith medical personnel and pa1lenf2 The flashback method may, .
lead some viewers to see thls uyse of the flashback +echpique as a melodramajic rafher
than sclentific tone. Sequentially, Shculd Man Play Ggd? s a beginning Trea1wenT
of the complex quesflons ‘of patients, inclucing fetus'é rights.
.3?

310442; Mary. By -the Highway Hoie. Ne@ York: Harper/& Rowv, l97| 194 p. o

M

Grade 7-9. Thirnteen year old Cathy Reid's brofher was kllled In Vietnam. Hér'
father loses his job and decldes to move the famlly to Vermont. Deals primarily
with Cathy's grief for her brother, hei feelings toward her sister and her adJusfmenT
to life In Vermont. WNot all events credible, but on the whole there 1s a reallistic
Jreatment of grief as experienced by a sensltive and artliculate herolne. . ‘
16 |

’
*
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?é_ Though I Walk Through Thg“Valley. Pyramid. $6, [6mm, 25 minutes. -

\

LS “ e N
Grade~7+, A cancer patlerit told he has 6 months to Iive has lived 5 years. He
* discusses his relationship with God, his<desire to'give up, the anticipated paln |
of separation from hls family.- His wife q.d daughters anticipate their reaction to
his death. With them he discusses the way”he wants to.be remembered. Good photo-
graphic technidue, but extremely didatic. May well offend rather than inspire. Not
reccmmended . . ' :
' , vy . ’ ]
Tolstoy, Leo. Death of Ivan_liych and other stories. "The Death of Ivan Ilych."
Mew York: Slgnet Classics (cl960), p. 95-156. " o

Grade 8+, Recounts the life of a rather medlocre judge whose ends are material
‘and sbclal., The tragedy Is not +hat he died, but that his 1ife had no meaning.

~ ~

White, Robb. Deathwatch. Doubleday, 1972, 288 p. ¢
1Y ¥ M

Grades 7-9. Ben a 22 yedr old student éccidenjal]y shoots a man. His employer
refuses to allow him_ to report I+ and +ries to bribe Ren in order to cover up The,
shooting. When this falls, the employer shoots-the dead man again and ieaves Ben
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! ; per "0
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Windsor, Patricia. The Summer Before. Harper &TRow,'l973, 24! D.
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enjoyedean unusual and platonic relationship. Thelr parents, however, interpret

. Thelr relatlonship as sexual and attempt to separate them. In revolt, the two run
away “dnd spend an unhappy summer in a commune. In escaping from the ccmmune, Bradley
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|

L §
Zim, Herbert and Bleeker, Sonia. Life and Death. Morrow, 1970, 63 p.
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% and dying. , .- »
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