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ABSTRACT.
i .

The status of rural and small schools in today's.
'

society is .such that it IS confronted.withAa myriad of problems.
Differing from school' to schoo and from cammunit to community, the
most consistent vuraland smallschools problems are: (1) low level
of instructional quality, (2) inadequate physical facilities, (3)

financial instability, t(4) less than desirableiifstpuctional
resources, and material's. Moreover, rural and small schOols acre Reit
receiving their proportiOnate share of Federal educational funds; and

. State education offices are encouraging elimination of rural and
small schools via financial allocation systems.which reward large
school districts and penalize small school districts. Despite these,
problems and prevalent criticism of the rural and small schools,
concept, some edudars belPeve rural and small schools can proiide a .

. goot climate for Positive social behaviors among -children, as well' as
t revive dAd improve the total social climate in Atetiaa.'' The 11 ',.;

.

annotated book citations and the P annotated ,periodical'q. -presentedherein are important works deang,i
r

,with aspects of,-*.lie :-----

'following major issues rural and small 'school edUcatiox: Al)

lifinances, (2) program qu lity, (3) staff development, A4) commuhiiy
t; controlt: (5) speciAtiee s'learners, (6)Aphysical,faciiitieS, and (7).
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ISSUES CONFRONTING THE LEADERS OF RURAL__AND_SIIAIL_S_CHOOLS-----_
Historically, the rural schdol has met a cri tical .cultural need

in rural America, ser ving as a fobal poir3t for the education of

America's youth' and, with the church, Proyided a center for
.0 .

commun ty activities of7mahy description5. Today, howgrer, many'
o

are t e voices raised in strong criticism to the concept of the small,

rural educational institution. These voices themselves, repre6enting

lay bitlzens, educator's, politicians, and others;seem to be eroding--

the public confidence in rural education. in.eddition,'the rural .

school is beset with a myriad of problems including finances,

quality education, instructional diversity, available materials and

resources, and physical facilities.1

Frought with problems on all sides, it appears as though the

small, rural school exists in the twilight of'an era. One can,

however, rationally ask whethet students, rural citizens, and society

at large'would be better served by another answer
(

to rural education.

If, indeed, logical arguments remain concerning, the inter ty of the

rural School, it appears necessary to probe these problem and the

,possible solutions to these problems.

1S-b-hool Problems, Commisslon No. 12, 'Ill+nois SaTobl _Pr'oblems.
3pringfielzi, Illinois: Illin6is-Office of Education, 1973'. IJ. 7.

O
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Historically, the rural schdol has met a critical .cultural need

'in rural America, serving as a fobal poilt for the education of

America's youth and, with the church, Proyided a center for

commu ty activities of.mahy descriptiong. Today, howeGer, many

are the voices raised in strong criticism to the concept of the small,
.

ee
rural educational institution. These voices themselves, repregenting

lay citizens, educator's, politici4ns, and others;seem to be eroding=

the public confidence in rural education. in-addition, the rural .

school is-beset with a myriad of problems including finances,

quality education, i nstructional diversity, available materials and

resources, and physical facilities.'

Frought with problems on all sides, it appears as though the

small, rural school exists in the twilight of'an era. One can,

however, rationally ask whether students, rural dittnens, and so.oiety

at large'would be better served by another answer" to rural education.

If, indeed, logical arguments remain concerning, the integr ty of the

rural School, it appears necessary to probe these pzobIem and the

,possible soleutions to these problems.

'School Problems. Commisston No. 12,-Illinois Sbh.obl_Problema._
Illinois- Office of Education, 1973. i. 7.
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The statUs orural and small schools in today's society is

,such that it is confronted with a myriad of problems. The problems

differ from school to school and from community to community. They

range from inadequate financial'resources to a lack of qualified

teachers.' In general it has been found that the following problems',

consistently ate _found in rural and small schbols: low level of

instructional quality, f ancial instability; inadequate physical

facilities,-and less ,than desirable instructional resources and

materials.2

indeed the rural and small school appear to be under attadk,

from many educational and social forces; For example, Tamblyn3 and

Soth4 substantiate that the rural and 'small school-community are not

receiving-their proportionate share of federal funds for educational

and social improvement. In the same respect many state education

offices are encouraging the elimination of rural and small schools
. 41e

through financial allocation,systems whiCh reward large school

districts and penalize small school districts.5

.2.Lewis R. Tamblyn,J\ Inequality: A_POr-trait_of Rural America..
Washington,'D'.C.: Rural Education 'fissociation, 1973, pp. 2-12.

35bid.,

O

.Lauren Soth, "Rural Areas Shortened," Rural Education News,
24 (5),, SepteMber-OctOber, 1972' p. 2.

. ?School Problemsroblems bommiision NO. 12, Illinois School Problems.
Springfield, Illinois: Illinois Office of Education, 1973. _See _e '

ppel-di:kr 6, p4 52.!

.
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In spitepof the Prbblems and

rural and small school concept some

AositiNce aspect to the rural, small

H

O

e external criticisms of the

educators belieg_there is a
.

school, For example, ithas

been pointed out that the smallness of the rural classroom can'

provide a climate for the development ofPositive-sociaI behaviers

among children. 6 In addition, community school advocates believe

the rural and small school can serve.as a means offteviving and
6

`.improving the total social climate in rural Americ4.7

sr-

Indeed the major issues confronting the ru rf, and small:- school

are finances, program quality, staff deve ment, community control,

spec al needs learners, physical fa Ities,_and attracting state

and federal monies, Rural and 11 schools have for 'a long(period

of time met the needs o5 th r students. RuraV:ieciticators Must .

continue to meet these h ds by solving th9 prAfeitie in which they

'are involved in'the 19

.-

*/evin Swick, ",Rural Schools As Centers
Rura/Educationliews, 26 (1) February, 1974.

///7David Dean, Community Schools In Rural
-N tional-Edutatiorial Labbratory Publishers, I

'1

.

a

For Humanistic Learning,"
p. 6.

Areas. Aust*h, Texas:.
nc., 1974.

-
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ANNOTATED BOOK'tIST: RURAL EDUCATION

Archer, Clifford P., 'Elementary Education in Rural Areas. New York:-
Ronald Press Company, 1958.

' An excellent source book on the kinds of'humanistic -learning
activities that can take place in the small-school., Although written
in 1958 this book,contains many relevant ideas on how to improve
instruction in.rural and small school classrOoms. The book is
especially relevant in, its use of the community as a learning place..

Butterworth, Julian E., and Howard Dawson. ,the Modern Rural School.
New York: McGraw -Hill' Book Company, Inc., 1252.

Many of the ideas presented in this book (written in 1952) ha,%!e
already.teen adopted by good rural school educators. A suggestion on
reading the book would be to adopt those points applicable to your
school situation. The book does have some good -Chapters on useof

.

--O-Utdbar educatIon, creating effective instruction,.and use of taxes
in improving rural education.

Charyk, John C., Pulse of The Community., (volinhe II of'the little
white schdolhouse) Canada:. Praire Books, 1970.

This,book provides a well,documented history of the early rural
school. It is qnjoyable_readin-andAimportant-xeading-forthe
person who wantsto'compare rural education yesterday with rural
education today.

'

,1 .

''

.

II
,

Coombs, Philip H., and Manz
4saor

AhMed. Attacking Rural Poverty.
Baltimore and London: The John Hopkins University Press, 1974.

The chapters -in this book. that are especially interesting are
Chapter Two (An OVerview,of Rural Education), Chapter Five (Training
far Nonfarm Occupations), Chapter Six (The Self-Help Approach To
Rural Development),, Chapter Nine (A Critique of Training Programs for
Npnformal Educatiol, Chapter TW(Improving The Teohnologies_of______ _
Nonformal Education , Chapter Eleven (The Economics of Nonformal
Edukation),, and Chapter Twelve (Planning, Organization, Management,
and ttaffing).

.. -

Cranston, Mildred.Welch,! .What We Can Expect of Rural Schoors2 New
L., -Yorks The--Women's Press, 1948. -/ ,.

Ibis book provides a fascinating overview of the rural school
as it has existed and meets the needs of 'rural communities. The book
contains some very useful information on how the rural school as
changed'to meet varying needs of the agrarian society and the now
technological Society.

.

()fliJ
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Gordon, Julia 'Weber, My Country Schooi Diary. New York: Dell

publishing Company, 1946.

An excellent book which contains the story of onevery fine
school teacher. The boOk:contaihs many relevant instructional
approaches that teachers in rural and urban school.would do well
to adopt. The book, also shows how the rural, school am meet the
personal needs of both'students and parents. A delightful book,
that every educator should read.-

Hendersen, George.; National Assessment and Rural Education. Austin,
Texas: National Educational Laboratory Publishers, 1973.

Henderson ptesents the national assessment findin6 as related
to the rural, 'School. Although many rural scho21s-lag behind their
.suburban counterparts ih the academic areastk socialgowth is
much advanced in ruralsch601 children.- ienderSonblieves this may
be due 'b the more personal climate of the rural school classroom.

Henry, Nelson'B.,- Education in.Rural Communities: Fifty -First
Yeartook of the.National Sotiety for the StUdy of 'Education,
1952. 41 ,

.

Three chapters of_this _book,are -still relevant reading for rural
educators today. Chapter three presents a good overview of the
potential of the rural classroom, Chapter Eight, contains a political
view on how rural schools need to unite inorder.to acquire their '

fair share 'of 'federal and *state educational-Ifunds, and ..Chapter Vine
-provides a sound evaluation model rural,schppl, educators can 't
-in assessing their ,instructional programs-

Tamblyn, Lewis, R., Inequality- :,A Portrait of Rural America.
Washington, D.C.: Rural EdUbation Associai4on,.1973.

'

Tamblyn provides an up to date overview ofthe-ttatus,of both
---rural-schdols-and rural communities in the United States. He presents

information on the problems' confronting rural schools and on answers
to these problems posed by the National Advisory Committee on Rural

' Poverty. A needed book by all rural educators in other to have the
,facts at hand when debating the many heated issues in rural education

b
40
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Tamblyn, Lewis R., Rural Ed
D. C..: Rural Education'A

Tamblyn, who is'Ae of
of rural education, examines
states that ruralschools Reed
performance in all-instruction
receiving their fair.ishare of
offer more specialized servic

t_1

-7-

tion in the United States: Washington
sociation, 1971.

e leading authorities in the field
the problems of, the rural. school. He
to be maintained by improving their ,-

areas. Tamblyn notes that by
he funds they (rural schools) could°
s to their students. This 4.s another

fact! book all rural educators should acquire for their professional
library.

Tamblyn, Lewis and Edward Moe., Rural Schools As A Mechanism For
Rural Development. Austin, Texas: National Educational
Laboratory. Publishers, 1974.

Tamblyn and Moe outline and describe the methods which rural
schools could use to develop strong rural communities. They, in
.essence, provide a sound rationale and strategy-for-Utilizing the
rural community schp014ie the xehicle'for reviving mny latent

4

and decaying rural communities. -Thi'S is'an.excellent book for those
interested in they _ity school concept in rural America.

r

)



ANNOTATED PER ALS: RURAL SCHOOLS,

1. Edwards, Clark and Robfrt Cbltrane, "Economic and Social
Indicators From An Economic Viewpoint," (Eric Documents,
ED o85 123), February, 1973.

A factual presentation on the economic potential of rural
area's. The document points to the potehtial economic strong
points existent in most rural communities. Educators may
find the dcfpument' helpful in examining future tax sources

\ for financing rural education.'

4

2:' Horner, James T. "Renaissance Required In Rural Education,"
Agriculture Education Magazine. Vol. 44, No. 4.

The author gives a very brief but potent presentation on
the,need for mbre relevant instruction in rural schools. He
focuses on the areas of technology and materials for up-
dating instruction in rural schools to prepare rural students
for more diverse economic roles in-the future;

j: Goldmark, Peter. "Communications For A New Rural:Society,"
Audio Visual Guide. Vol. 51, p. 21-26. November, 1972.

The author presents a vivid Comparison of rural life in
times past with rural life today. He then presents a useful '

communications system for rural communities of to orro ,

His ideas are worth the time of every rural educa as
they contain4sOme possible solutions tohe separateness
which has plagued many rural schopls.

c

4. Cowles, Milly. "Developmental Planning,orcEarly Childhood
Education in a Rural County," National Elementary Principal.

_Vol. 11, No. 1, `September, 1971.
c

A very `'useful article for those interested in acquiring how
'high quality early childhood educational programs can be-,
established in rural areas. Dr. Cowles presents some fine

'ideas on how rural schools can team togethern such
planning and development. .

Thomas, Alan. Financing Rural Education (Bethesda.,:Md::
ERIC Document Repraduction Service, E.D. 088 653, 1974).

AccOrding0 Thdmas the main, financial problem confronting.,
rural schMIS iqithe salary of teacherS and staffs He notes,
that ,insufficient revenue sources has forced any rural,
schools out orbompetit16 with other.ph8ols'in terms of-
teachek.salaries, A major ibpetus Vward'impioved rural
schools will have to be Tmproved financial sources.
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6. Ellington, Everett D. "Disadvantaged Rural Youth," Review of
Educational Research. 40.;,(1) February; 1970.

-
-o

, P A

The main thebe of this article is On rural poverty. The
author cites research support thait subgtantiates that
families living irithe Norther gew MexicoMississipPi
Delta, Ozarks, and Appalachian regions of the United, States
have average incomes below $2,090. Edingtdn points out
that such income levels are hardly' conducive to orming
a solid financial base for quality rural schools, He also
points.out thatsuch rural pbor areas do not. receive their
fair share of federal and state monies for education.

7. kesa er, Frank. "H4ching Up Then mall School. Dgetricts '
American Educatiop."4:,,,6;(3).April, 1970.

V-P 4
The author states'thailthe laiclt of 'money topur has
need4 services has becdme= a way, of life in most ±a1
school districts. He points out that aany-of these rural
schools lack money f'k special services, thus prop ng the
need for.rdiai school cooperatives in meeting speci needs
of students an adult members Of the cmmunity.

.

8. Starkn Nancy.- "Hos2; chools'Can Listen To The Community,'" '

_American Educat on. 7 (6), July, 1971.*

An excellent article which tells howone school district
in Michigan failed to.pass tax bonds for sohool improvement
because they did not inform the cOMmunity,of the vast. ..
influx of people into the schools. The article, through .

'boncrete example ShowS how important an community involvement
..program is,to the continued 'improvement of school programs.

, '."-.. . ,

' . Surges, A.11, The Small School: ARediscovered Resource in
American Educativ. (Bethesda, Md.: ERIC Document Reproduction
Service, E.D.G 088622, March, 1974. , ? .

The author poihts out that 'rural school have. the human
resources touplve their economic and social problems. He

. Calls op ruld! educators to revive the.rUral community ,.

school ;as a, persOnal.vehicle for making, the rural - school
what it can be, a relevant and enjoyable Place, to learn.

'I /
'.. ;.
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10. -Wagley,.1Jeon. Oommunity Development Guide For Restructuring
Community Development in A4ricultural'Education. (Bethesda,
Md.i ERIC Document Reproduction Service, ED 085 153,
1974.'

Wagley provided a comprehensive guide for agricultural
educators_io-use in' conducting a needs analysis in their
communities thus giving them a base for.cnnduCting a more
relevant agricultural education program in the schools.

11. Clark, Phil. Cufdelines'Fcr Relating Community Education and
the Regular School Instructional Program. (Bethesda, lid.:
ERIC Document Reproduction Service, ED 085 148, 1972.

Clark examines the possibility of relating community needs.
.-to the regular, educational program. He proposed a way
of acquiring feedback from community members'on the needs
they view as vital for theoschool to include in the,
instructional program.

12.° Swi:ck; Kevin and Kim Driggers. Planning For In-Service Education
in Rural Schools: A DeVelopmental Model,." Rural Education '

News, 27 (1), Januarl-February,.1975._

,Swick and Driggers suggest a step by, step approach for
in-service education for rural scho61S. The badic steps6

. they examine are needs assessment, establishing goals
and objectives: identification of available services,
Organizing and developing such Services for in-service
use, an implementation plan, and continual follow-up and
e-N-raluatiod. A good model for rural schools to use in

.

keeping their staff up 'to date.

Nr11 Ai. Bay, OVid'and Roe Black. "Big School S ibes For Country.
Kids," Farm Journal.. 93 (9), September, 1969.

.

The author describes a unique program which provided
childre'n'with,aydlo-taped lessons while they.traveledlto
am from schoolp buses. This is one example.of how
modern, communication systems can revolutionize' rural
schools for the better.

4 r

'llewsweek,,"Learn All About-It,'"' .83.(1), January 7, 1974.

A natip 1 report on how one rural school used the daily
newspa er "t9 teach current events. .A Unique instructional
approach/applied in .a rural. school. This approach still
,use the textbook but used the newspaper in all subject
areas for keeping students up to date on current events

'
in the world.

op 1 3
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15.- Bitters, Charles'. "Small Schools,Projebt in Texas," Rural
Education News, 25 (3) May-June, 1975

_____,

\k

,

'The author describes the Texas Small Schools Project. He
points out how this projedt aided school in improvilig their
instructional prOgrams through use of programmed ...
instruction,, instructional television,. in- service education'
programs, correspondence cOurses,.inaividualized instruction,
and other educational alternatives,, 4 ,

, ,

,Ellington, Everette "Serving:Rural:Youth: A Regional Approach,"
Rural Education News; 24 (3), September-October, 1972.

Edington cited that small school districts have a problem
in developing a broad spectrum for the needs and wants of
the students.in'rural areas. For this reason he suggests
a regional approach' as an option to meeting these needs.
`Nis belief is that this will provide a variety of services
over a larger given area throughout the districts.

17. School Problems, Commission N. 12. Illinois School Problems.
Springfield, Illinois: Illinois Office of Education, 1973,
11. 7.

An excellent source book on the problems of educatiOn in
one state. Special attention is given to the problems or-
rural schools in Illinois. -)The -main problem, according
to this 'report is financial. Supplementary and related

, problems, according to-the report, are poor instruction,
out of date)faciiities, and lack of special services such
'as special education. The document dOes not provide any
suggestions. (other than school aistrisbt. consolidation)
on how to solve such problems.

18. ,Swick, Kevin. "Rural Schools As Centers For Humanistic.
Learning," Rural Education News. 26 (1) February, 197k,
p. 6.

An excellent article which describes the personal potential
rural schools.dapitalize, on in the educational processe
Swick nidtes that rural schools often have small enough':
environments to attend -to the personal needs of each
student. Larger schools may have fancier equipment but
often lack the Peisonal quality so necessary for 3.a.ining.

rI n
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19., ;OthI,Lauren. "Rural reae Sh§rtened.i Rural Education News:
september tober, 9:- .2cCi t,

k-, tt ,

The,-author pi.ovideS substantial e<ridence.thet rural school
districts do not receiveirheirishare of the'LedUcational finance

1:13.e.. :,Too often, ,says Sotheirt.qal schools are penalized by ,,,

state' education agencies, bOaue*:of their smallness. He ,

sugOsts tha.-t$ the rural t:sdh',Opl Pducg.tors organize in order toassure they receive theita).6;hare of money.
' .1 '.! -V-`,..

''420. Dean, David. 'Commurdity s,ifazok In Rural- Areas.. Austin; Tex
. ' National. Educational,'Labo,ratory Publishers, Inc.. 1974 p. 7.

T119, author presents some,1*absples of community.,schools w hi c h
'have succeeded in rural America. He also outlines procedures.
that rural echool, educators can use in implementing and L

-deyeloping.a community school in their, district.

4
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