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< THE N2 A STATED DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRE

LIBRAKIES AND THSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS CENTERS
_ Sister Marie Crettol :
\ . L757 - . .
Present day trends in phi,les&:hy of learning that look

upon libraries™as teaching laboratories which make room for .
irdivﬁual:.ty have caused 11brary a.rchitects and designex's to
cha.nge and nodify their plans, L .

‘ During the nineteenth century educat:.on was largely a matter
of subject matter taught w1th strict d1sc1p11ne. But cha.nge came

th the td’ﬁ")tleth century. Eduecators tumed to the psyc‘n.c 4

secvnty ef the student as the key to development of man# "‘each-
ng methods becane involved with the "whole child® especially with
his personahty growth and soc:.al development .and the educatlonal

climate of nsyc‘\ological and social warmth became the comorstone.

restoring mastery of subject matter as their primary concern with . .
personal s social problems assigned to especia.:l.ly trained ‘personnel. \

Teachmg methods were ouestioned and the traditional approach 5

$ |

which emphasized teachxnb too much at the expense of learning '\
gaxe way to teaching methods that help students Jlearn how to for-

miate attacks on problems as well as to acquire informat:m@n for.

its own sake,
. Patterns of independent study and varied group’sizes have
already had considerable impact on‘school architesture, o If -

students are to pursue knowledge on their own, they must be

provided with facjlities to do so, The school library or instruc-
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_ tional media center which by its nature is the appropriate

academic aiea for individual inquiry should be equipped for this

task, Unless physical means a.re provided by whioh students can

pursue knowledge independent]y the expectation that they will

dotso is illusgry. X ] L AR
+ Proper planning will determne the suéoess or failure of

the new*or remodeled bui]ding facility. Educational specifi-

cations ich describe in detail what the buildmg is supposed '

-

' to do and what services. and activ:.ties are to take place within’

L

its areas mst be made. ~Every function«; parpose, and objective
desired of the new facility mst be defined so tha.t it will pro-
vide ‘the architect with a guide noting everything the school
wants the 1ibra1jy to be and do, These epeiifications should be
drawn up only after consulta.tion with the library persomnel,
admihistratore_ , librad users, and a.rchitects;. -
_ Probably the nost important physical factor to consider is
the location of ﬁ_\brary in relation to other school aStivities, \

It should be loc at the point where students, parents, and

~teachers pass through geveral times a da;, Ideally 1t should be

-

proximate to student used a.rea{,mcluding recreational areas as

. well as claas teaching rooms and other learning centers, The .
" Jocation mst also be planned so that the facility can be utashfed

at times when the rest of the a(:hool is not in session.
Another factor to keep in mind ig the potential for future

expansion, Space for expansion can be made avdilable by locating

| the library adjacen’t to claesmoms and other types of easily
A R R .
- glterable structural spaces, With the rapid production of edu-~

cation materials it would be urise to build,or remodel an exist~

7
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ing libra.ry vhich does not I;ermit exi:ansion of the area,

fumiﬁxre. and equipment for the students h/o.ve cha.nged d«-pending
% %he type of material needed, Since priVacy and jhe mtﬁ‘z/

&of emall groups rathpr than tables in the middTe of large i
read.ing rooms are more conducive to independent study 8st of

the s’oudy space should ‘be in the fom of stidy carrels, some of

-w

" which are acoustically treated and provided with g ectrical inpats .
for the use of eleotnca.l equipnment, Several mall rooms with’
tables and chairs should be availa.ble for sﬁdents vho need to
do their work in small groups. These rdoms should be comparative-
ly sound proof 60 that they can serve for the use of audi-o—visual
equipment typewriters. _@‘caléulating machines, One or two
projection rooms for rmewing slides. films, and tapes should -o
also be provi.ded‘ Another space that seems to be mch ﬁ'\demam
todsy is one that provides a comfortable, friendly, nmtw

| atmosphere for recreational reading,

‘ Libraries shduld be designed with potentia.l users in mlr}x\ and
‘planners should not neglect thj. handicapped who can participate \

in pany library activities if mininal architectural and room

‘sdaptations are made, - All materials should be easily accessible

and retrievable to the users, Intershelving books, filmstrips,

tapes, transparancies, and‘ models on specific topics can e;hance .

aocessibility and have time going from one room or area to another 4

in search of in.formation on. ’as\single topic. »,

Ligh‘bing. color and temperature have (ggreat impact on the
1ibrary atmosphere, In considermg lighting, quality, function

and ,asthetics are of prime impor;ance. Qualifg' and functien ‘
1 i :
i N

ty§ the emphasis placed on irdependent leaming. facilities.
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nj,lst be studied together, for w‘hat wou]d be quality lighting for

one function wo\nﬂ not be satisfactox;,_ for another, 1In regard v

to the 1ea.rn:mg environment, although quality and functional

o.spects are, considered f:Lrst;L the aesthetic’effects of lighting

) LN

are important ST ‘

.

In order to deve10p a pleasant, comfortable atmosphere the

- problem of color should also be given considerable time and

attention. The architect in. eorsultdtion with lighting specialq,sts

) .and media personnel should determing which colors and shades ¢

. would contribute most to the learn:mg environment and yet mahe

1

the areas e.ttrac’tive,and inviting,
Temperature, if too hot or too cold, can drive students

away from the library, So too can distracting noises or tomb-

£ .
like silence., The emphasis in planning a librgry should be - ’

.

' . A .
placed on keeping at a minimum those environmental factors which
T -
place handicaps on the students. Proper lighting, heating, acous-

tics, and ventilation of hbranes a:e essential, HoWwever when
plannlng facilities to prov:.de thesia’ conditions care mst be
taken to build or remodel structures thot will conserve energy
instead of becoming wa:st‘eful consumers of energy in the form of
excessive 1ight1ng, hea.t:mg, and air-conditioning )

Since librarians a.nd media specialists are'very roncerned
sbout the total arep of the building-usable for 1ibrary purpose,s,.
the seating capacity, capacity for books and non book'ma.te.ri'a.ls,, '
and costs of building and furnishings, considerable reses.rch.and . '-
planning should be done in these a.reas Probably because of the

high rising costs of building and furnishing the trend seédms to
be pointing more towa.rd renovations and additions than new’

’ 4
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X
" structures. In remodeling the conversion of the United States

to the metric systen vithin the next decade WiLl cause Sote problens
] _ in readjustments both in the architecture and the fumishings. |

’ If we are to plan library facilities that will be effective
- ,-centers o‘f 1eam1ng now and in the f\;ture, it'is mportant that

v
.

we study" the eonditions of our present j‘acilities not:mg which
. 'condltions encourage and challenge students to furthex: study ,
and exploration and wh:.ch are really barriers to 1earning
¢ ,' " More and varied spaces, TOONS, equipment, and materiaa.s of

) the’mselves' do not insure an improved program,

”¥
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®Ad Hoe Committoe on the~P.'§wsioaa. Facilities -of Libranes.

L s

Measurement _a;g omparison: of of Physical Facilitles for Librmes

Chicago, American Library Association. 1970, 22p. . -]

*r -
]

-

Librarians in evaluating apd comparing. ‘new p}wsica.l facilities 3
of hbrar:.es are mterested in thé follow:\.ng data:

1, Total area of\the building

2, Atea of “the building usable for 1ibrs.ry purposes’

3, Capacity of the bu:i‘.ldin'g"in books a.nd JAn scats for read..
. L, Cost of the bu:.ld:mgn on a per square foot basis

5. Cost of the fumish:mgs and e(pupment . _ '

" Although the information tan"be quanh:.f:.ed the mwiber of
variables involved ‘and the different procedures in reporting used -
'by libra.rians, a.rchitects, and administrators lead to a lack of ’
unifomta'r which limits the usefulness of the information, The
purpose of the study made by the Ad Hoe Comiittee was to establish
sffr;iard Aerminology and methods of measurement by means of which

uhra.nr__m.il,c.l_i,,ngs could be evaluated and compared with. gre_a.ter

aconracy tha'.;;has been possible,  Their wor}o resulted in an eight
. page giossary of definitions and procedures which, they believe,
Y 4r applied unifornmly and consist;ently'will- enable measuremenf; and

comparison of the fwsica.l facilities of libraries to be moré )

offect:}\-re and useful in planning futire Library facilities,,

N\

»
: ¢
.




‘Briges, Paul W, "School Media Center.Archipectiral Requiréments.”
School Media Quarterly, ‘2, 3- (Spring 1974) pp. 200-202,

\
.o

. . .
(g i

' ’ d. 'l}zday's new li?orary should be a setting i‘or learning:
's ) attractive, adaptable. nnaltidimeneional "and comfortable, Since .
architectural fea.tures assist in ereating the lea.ming atmosphere,
as ea.reful attention should be given to the a.rchltectural deta:ml«

(]

of the inter:.or design as to the building itself Spatial vari-
ation eonsistiri‘g of 1a.rge open areas which may be divided or )
rea.rra.nged are crit:cal Small and larg’e coﬁfereno::oom and '
comfortable areas for pleasure reading listening, and vxewi:ng

. "v . are also necessary, Informal areas for quiet study or reading,
work areas with tables in open arrangement. and :mdindual study

’

. areas with carrels should be prov:.ded e o,
o The strict uniformity o ol fashioned 1ibraries alloved for
. 1ittle or no individuality or innovation, However with the variety
of Spaces, 1eVels, rooms, a‘d fumiture prov:.ded i the design of
new aohoole, onginmty and creativity are both ercouraged and

/
" fostered,

The 1ibrary shou)d be centrally located in epirit and as |
close to—the physical center as possible so that it may become
a part-of the Studentls daily life, It is tha focal point around
dhieh all school learning and activities should revolve.

Space mist be-available for expansion as enrollment grows.

Areas adjaoent to the libra.w\shmld consist of classrooms and
- . other types of easily altsrable structural spaces that can be

gradually taken o}er by the library as it expands and as the
!

nesd for these spaces diminishes, ' ’ <

]
!
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s / Ernst. William B. ) "New Bui]dings . library Trends, 19,3+ -

. - . . - . 4‘ r - o> )
. . (Jamazy 1971). pp. 29¢ 298( W . . e

e . . . K N
» . . < . s 0

‘g . - .-.9 ! :~. n —:f i .I. | » . . } t . , ::%M
e R .Prohlemé'in planning and designing' new libraries are many B
and..the eolutions a.re as varied as the 1oc%l situations permit
T . .. .
. However the basic problem is not a question of architecture

‘ ’alon’e. It is relative]y easy to program and des:.gn a sipple

e ' structure with mass'e; of .open space whici; ca.if‘be arranged and e s
.. ; rea.rr..nged and with sui‘ficiemt storage for 1ea.rning materia.ls ‘

| . ‘T’he problem ZELes iﬁ?prov,gdmg a central 1ocat1gn easily accessible

? * « o users,:in organizing materials so {‘that users may r/ and use °

‘ . them readily, and in having Space for expansion.

! e

> : Some large libraries have begun to centralize their dis-

<

persed collections and services with great accessibility .

thi‘augh lanned open stacks, The State University of New "
o "‘
Hp

York c with an "1deal" solutjon to iSt's problem of inaccessi- ny

- bilify, The centra.l campus area was excavated to house their en-
tire collection underground with the above ground faculty libraries.
having access to the.collection while maintaining their pfoximity

as

to department areas, This soletion not only solved the probiem of",
accessibility et also the ever present problem of space for ex-

. One cannot solve the problem of library growth by not
' a.'llowing them to grow, Since it is the nature of collections to !

* expand* and they must be allowed to do so to be fully effective, _ "
plans for expangion should’ be made during the initial construction,

. . * A
-~ L2 S . *
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ot la,j:ed into action smltmmh with the constructiaon program. :

rd

"7 4n the new facility.

’

. .r
' . . : -

"Bluepkint for Action," School Medis = -

Quarterly, 2,3 (smne.lm) pp.19h1199. e

b ]

Fast, Elizabeth,

s ’rhe Nrdamental factor that. will determ.ne the success or
failure of the new or remodeled media center is the blueprint

for the progran that will take place in the facility. The :

blueprz.nt contains the educational speo:li’ica.tione which are " e
the result of consultation with "the media users, especial:ly the 2.
" teachers. regarding the function, purpose, and objectives desired

TheSe specifications when complete provide -y
a guide’ whiéh tea.Is the arch:.tect what the building is suppoaed $d - u
to do and ‘what actiﬁties it ‘is supposed to house, It defines *
and descr).bes the elements of the 1i?bra.z!y and shonld try to de- .
fine the spatlal @temlationships. The medie sta.ff should
not try ty’do the arehitect's work but shouid téll him what the

school needs and wants Phnsr for the new program must be trans-

~¢3°'
' Media st_a.ff mem‘bers mst maintain lines_of commnica.tion .
with the architects through direct oonm.f'tation 80 that t\h‘e\ &‘;‘l I
facilitﬁ which is designed wilNit the program which the sta.ff
* has been planning A changed and imgroyed progxlm will .not . L

happen magi“ mr«becauge—we Hbm&hwmmme. equiment— i
ap.‘l materials but will bo the result of a painsta]dhg detailed .
em%[sis of the function and purpose of the hew fa.cility trane’— - .
into reality. * - ' ' —

’




Hoffman, Elizabeth, "Ten Comsandments for Media Center Planners.®
; " School Media Quarterly, 2, 3 .(Spring 197%) pp. 223-226,

/ . The article lists ten guiddlines for media center planners.

N They are ba.sed on the philosopmr that -the chief function of
a library is. to be a 1ea.rni.ng .Laboratory in which the use of

. - . , all resocurces is pxrposeml planned. and organized in such a ‘ .
~/ B way to broaden and’ individualize the total/ education .experience, i
/‘/ <, It is a difficult task to ‘plan and d e op a media facility that

ls tunctional as well as esthet 3 comforta.ble, readily accessible “ -

aid provides for maadmm oont.rol with mnimum supervis:.on. )
. Tén Commximents for Media. Cepteg PJ.axmerg
SRR S 1, Prcgram prqdetermines plan

2, Form follows functisn ) B LV

s - 3. Pragmatics cupersedes aesthetice ~ -
' . L, Quality is ‘true ;oononw ) . . T

. - -, 5. Users participate in planning | o

.. © ¢ 6. Meximm ?ontbol with minfmym supendsion determines

o component pattem _

7. .Accessibility invites users ) ) CL

\ oo ' 8. Multiple use avoids =pace abusé _ . A

¢ . . f ' 9.'Shelﬁng. out rankp windows TV T T ..,m_,__%

‘10, Ohe well leads to the future L
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.luaeim, Eetelle. *Personal Space and the Meoia Center,” School

Media Quarterly,” 2, 3‘_(Sprmg' 1974) pp. 189-123. e
. . . . *

\The,most crucial factor in the design of interior spaces

4s the physical and peyehobiological characteristics of in- °

. dividuals vho will ‘use the facility and should not be over=

lboked in planning for Iibrarles. _ Hawever. accozding to the

' authér, in many cases the veycnobiological needs of” individuals

are ignored, Consider the typical school 1ibrary which consists

of a large reotangular room containing, rows of Wlw
tables with chad.rs on élther side, 1ows of rectangular staoks '

quite close together. rows of individual carrels parallel to th’e

stacks and a production office, Every inch of flpor space is -
used, Discipline is easy tc enforce because the staff has a

rd

clear view of the entire ‘seating arrangement, ’ ' .
A

If form would ‘follow mnctiop =nd psychobiological needs
were ‘oonsidered libraries would include a va.riety of kinds and

. elzes M‘ space: la.rge m.i smll. rourd and rectangular. curvd
' and straigut,, open ard enclosed Free-etanding enclosures,

open conversation’ pits, r'/xsed ‘platforms,-and s .f:icient space
to promote & feeling of Hell-being shoulckbe prOvided In order
to £il11 the pbysical and psyohobﬂ.ologi"al neels of imiividﬁals
who will use ‘the facility., lip;a.rles should be comfortable, ]

" friendly, and inviting'.( This atmosphere can ‘e vartly achieved

through the uae of light, .color. space, and furniture pmper]y
desimed arxl arnnged '

., . \ ]
Y . . Py - *
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Kay, Jane Holtz, "Idedls a.nd hxtioms: Library Architecture.

American Library, 5, 5 (May 1971+) Fp. 240-246,

. .

Jane Holtz Kay is an architecture critic for The Nation

‘who believes that of L11 institutions the library should belong to

the users, mspiring strong feelings of ownership and identity,

She is very eritical of architects who ignor:the humaw factors,
designing libraries as momu;lents to their own talents, Architects
plam\ino 11braries with extremes of windowless 'walls a.nd wide
open security proof future or;ented spaces do not take ‘into con-

s*d’era.tion the human dimens:.ons of the users. However architects

| are not totally to ‘blame for these fea.tures since much pressure
is pat.on them by med:.a. personnel to :mcorporate such features

mto the buildﬁ-zgs. . Angpther drawback to present day llbranes is

the fact tha," they are wasteful comsumers of energy in the f‘orm of

) bui]d:.ngs.

excessm Jightmg,_hea.tmg._a,nd_air-cmditl ing in sealed

N
The author states that 1if¥aries should be located at the

_ heart of the school, They should be open\qrd unstructured

encourag:igg students to handle books and materia.ls as they would
in their own homés. The architecture and warmth of the atmos~

phere should ir_wite students to use the library spaces for study,
research, and pleasurable reading, Standards for libraries

“should be based on the independent evaluations of architects, AN

S
11bra.rians, and eSpeciaJJy the ordinary user,
a * . [ 1

‘-
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McGarth, Lawrence, "Student Access to Libraries and mbmy

Resources in Secbpdary Schools. " Q_-g_a_s_g_:_.g_r@_l_ Papers, o7
(repﬁafy 1970} . pp. 6-22; | '
> :
This paper. explores the concept of accessibility of the
library and in the light of accept.ed hbrary sta.miaxds examines
" the present sta.tus of accessibility ‘in secondary schocls in the

United States and finds them lacking, ' )

Acqeséibility to the resources.of school ]ibrary media _
centers is a pm‘erequisite to thelr use. The hbrary éh@ be .
1ocated proximate to student-used areas. including recreational

] areas, class teaching rooms, and laboratories, and other study
and learning centers, It is important that the location of the
" .2ibrary be planned so that it may be utilized at times when the
_ remainder of the school is closed to the:students. A third
xaqnisitgis_that the location permit for tlhe’ expansion which

growth of resources and services willv make easential.'
/"’:Opport,unities for use of resources are made realizable
where enouzh space, varied in purpose,is available to meet the
students needs, Single study carrels, conference rooms, com-
fortable areas for recreational reading ard space for efficient
‘ use of mﬂiwﬁmﬁ et_;uipnent by tfxe studernt. is necessary, Only
wher, the Mbrary becomes accessible to all students will it ful-

£31) its function as a resq:zrce center,

Y




| Metéalf, Keyes D, Library Lightinz. Aszociation of Research
I I&b’raries, VWashington, D.C., 1970. 7p. 5=16, A
In considering lightinz nroblens, guelity, fygetion, bn-
* tensity, aeothatms. and cost are very mwch intertwinad, There

g is no single solu..ion whrh can be applied with complete sat1s-

| . factic;h to ail libraries or even to ail pa.rts of one library,

- The quality of lighting camot be judged wthout oons:.der-
ing the purpose it serves, For vhat is quality hnhn...rg in one
area of the ilding may be ;msatz.sfactory for another, Quality -
ﬁghtmg éoxnpri:;és mich more than the avoidance of too high or
low intensities, - It involves. lighting without giéré. reflection - »
or shadows on 'work:’mg’ surfaces;, or great contrasts between the .

¢

work surface and the surrourdings,

The question o£ how much light intensity should be provlded

. __45_one of the host ‘cgntroversial problems in library lighting.
. Increﬁsed iantensity decreasgs quality uniess care is taken to
prevgn}‘élare amd reflections that can result,
l'k;ét «dministrators are willing to pay for lighting that
. will improve appearances and help create a satisfactory environ-
nent for study. Although the quality and functional aspects of
lighting are considered first, the aesthetic effects of lighting
are important, |
The cost of installation, operatmg, ard nmntainﬁ.ng .

" livbrary lighting is large, However false economy in lighting can’

be diastrous and library lighting is so important that its

quality must not be neglected,

»




Jowrnal, 99, 21 (Decenber,1974) pp, 3099-3105, '

Orne, Jerrold, "Academic Library Bullding in 1974," 1_-1_1?_1‘_3-_1‘.2

<

-

This article ‘cox{tain.s' a review of academic 1ibrary buildings .
in 1974, Tt lists.new libraries and provides charts indicating -
the cost of the projests, space for Sooks and- mhteriizla, and K
seating capacity " The percentage of asszgnable Space for seating
and book capaclty for the larger libraries dropped drastically
wix..le in the mtermediate and smaller libraries both seating
capacity and Space for books and materials increased,

In 1974 many institutions £ound adding on to and renoVating
existing libraries more feasible than constructing new buildings,
The author attributes this to two factors: 1) libraries built
in the last {wenty.years were built with internal flexibility
and expansion in mind, and 2) swiftly rising costs and the
n#turé]: reluctance of administrators to abandon any still use-

able building,
In summary Orne concludes that there were 'more building i
projects in 197’+ than in 1973 but that they were smaller and

included many more renovations amy add:.tions than new etructures




. diverse neede end 1ends itself to, rearrangement of the forms and °

Porttens, Elnora M, "Media Center Facilities," <School Media .
Quarterly, 2, 3 (Spring-1974) .pp. 203 212,

This photographic eseay cont‘a:ins pictures o} libraries or .
media centers in seven piblic ‘schools in Cleveland, Ohio. Their
architecturs suggests. the poséipmty of new and varied-uses tod A
gether with 2 warm comfortable atmsphere. Materials,; forms, and ¢

: spaces sre o arranged“as ;o lead the user from entrance to the

[ .
qenter of. activity., ‘l‘he media’ env:.ronment is des:.gpe;i to meet .

spaces as students, ‘teachers, and curriculun demand,” (," ]
- The media center is always Johe focal point of the mudnlé

both p}wsicaa.ly and philosophically, Tt is located that studeixts,,

parents and teachers pass around angd throug,rf it many t:unes a

day, Even though in theory students will use a good 1ibra.ry

' even if it is inconviently Iocated, it should be in the phys:.ca.l
* center of the tmildipg. the point whe;'e the heaviest traffic con-
verge;z,. An entrance that leads onto th streetdfgr direct access
8o that the library can be operated as- qdéﬁerﬁent part of the
school plant when the adjoining tuildibk areas are closed is
necessary, ‘Future expansion is also a factor which‘ mist be
considered in planning the media center facilities, One wall

should be so located that it can be the point for expansion, ;

The centers pictured in this photographic re@saqr are characterized

v

by accessibility, versatility, and congeniality,
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- Shapero. 1illian L. , "Media Centers: Rare and Well Done, "

School Library J m s 2,3 (November 19749 pp 21-27,
. >

o o .

- \,

b Imporhant faotors to consider in the constmction or :

‘ ' remodeling of mdia. centers are the location of the facility,

| ! ‘ ‘ - the types of areas demanded by the varying purposea of . the

q | schéol, and the accessibility of the center to-the users, This.

LN

. ' article descri'bes several exanples of successful -media programs "
/ . : . - in the Northeast stressing these factors, .
’ A very’ la.rge s¢hool- decided to a.ocate its media center close-
) T " to the student union which is the general meeing place Where afl i
- datly activities of high school students go on, In this Jocation ]
©. . the center Would be in view of the students all the time and |
" easily accessible to the students throughout’ the day.

¢ - ) In order to satisfy the demands of one school's philosophy

1

T N mhmw—mmntsmas a prime factor, the choice

of architecture includ,ed a large mnber of study ca.rrels, con-

- | ference rooms, areas for small’ groups discussions, and other
rooms for listening, recording. and viewing, .

: Another example described haw 4 small libra.ry with old-
fashioned architecture was remodeled by brightening the room

ith proper lighting, changing the furniture to light colored

| wood, rearranging shelves and furniture, and sdding an ad,)oinmg

o : room to provide sufficient space for the areas needed to sreate

¥

- a 1ea.rning at.moSphere.

v .
. .
! .
!
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'
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. both in archltecture and furnishings,

-

 Van Buren, Martin, "Libraries ard the Metric System," . Library

Journal, 99, 11 (June 1974) pp. 1515-1518,

AY
’

Within the next decade the United States will comrert to -
the metric system. This w:’:ll requlre read;)ustment in computation

Even more important 1

" espevially to plaxmers, will be the demand to adjust fahiliar

images in terms of space and size, ’ :
\The suthor brings up a mzber of problems that will arise

-

when library tuildings of the future jare planned around metric

modules. For example, what, happens vhen a library on the English

-

; sys’oem mst expand or change its inner arrangement of “spaces,

move its present thirty-six inch stacks to a new Jocation,, or
more difficult, still, ihtegrate them with additional stacks con-

z

structed in the metric syétem. Some solutions to integration

_of MWMEW&MMW

Wi

<

.

offered but each 1ibrary has its own unigue sta.ff and mtuat:.on
with problems which must be regolved by them in the 1ight of the
school's philosophy,
program or theperfect solution applicable to all libraries who

' There .'Lg no such ining as the perfect
will be forced to change together with the United States con- -

version to the'metric system, Media staff mbubers should become

acquainted with the new system and gradually begin to think metric,

2 19 .




_subject, He would fird not only reading materials but all andio-
_visual materials available in that one area and the equipment

,axﬂidesign of the center, Additional shelving, tables,. and chairs,

Veihman, Robert A, "Some fimghté on Intershelving." Audio-
yieyal Ingtruetion, 18, 3 (March 1973) pp, 87-88, '
The chief orga;uizational function of the library is to
make all ma.terials easily accessible a:adox:e{rieva.ble to i.he users -
of the facility. One wey to accoaplish 'this function is to inter~
shelve books filmstrips, tapes, and tra.nspa.rancies on Speciflc
topics so that the stident will not waste time going from one .

roon or area to another searching for infomation on a particular e
and space for viewing, listening, or studying,
Intershelving.does require some changes in-the architecture

housing containers, projection booths, and the like will be
necessary With little imagination and inventiveness these

AT LT T T e ST e

ghanges can be done with a minimin of cost, _ . - .
According to the. anthor, the :mtershelvmg a.rrangement makes '

damage and loss of expensive "non book raterials. more possible. |

However, he believes, for the benefit of the user 1ibra.ry v

materials should be treated equally ard we should not fear to °

provide apéce, environment, and equipment so that non book materials

can be used, These materials, vwhen available, are a valuable ) .

source. of learning espeoially when the'y are accompanied with book

materials,

0
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Velleman, Ruth A, "Library Aﬁaptstions for the Handicapped,"

School Library Journal, 21,.2 (October 19713)(’-%8_5-88.

Presnt-day trends in school 1ibrar; architecture and design
emphssize the chmées in philosOphy of learn;i.ng that looks updn

hbraries as tea.ching 1aboratories 'which make room for individuality.

Libra.ries should be designed with all potent:.aﬂ users in mind, even
the handicapped, Minimal architectural and room adaptations
together with common sense can enable many hand:.capped students .
to pa.rtic:.pate in Iibrary activities which may othervise be

1na.ccess1b1e to then,

h4

The article suggests a mumber of ways to adapt librar:.es for |

the handicapped The -following adaptatlons could be made without

’

major. change or expense, The library should be a warm, comfortable

W

“centrally located room conta.ming floors coverdd with an lnst1tu-

tional grade ta.ckless acryllc carpet which has a tight woave and

C‘

2 th:.ck jute back:mg. No padding is used a.nd carpet is cemented e

to the floor. Thresholds should, consist of metal strips with
gripper edges to prov:db level gntrances into the library, There »
' should be ramps 1eading to 1ight-wei§ht doors which have see through
pa.nels Some shelving and equipment mcat1ons mst be made¥

Together with physical adaptations e.ides, either staff
members or students, should be available to assist the handicapped
* .students so that they may make use of all library materials,

.
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