ED 109 572

" AUTHOR
TITLE

PUB DATE
NOTE

- " DOCUMENT RESOUME /

o . N 7 N

CG 009 981

) N

Alovisetti, Max; Weaver, Joseph-
Perceptions of Psychological Distance to ‘Parents. in
Institutionalized, Retarded and Normal Children.
{Jans75] \
4p.; Paper presented at the Annual Convention of the;

National Association of School Psychologists (7th, .
,Atlanta, Georg;a, January 18 & 19, 1975) ’5?”
ME- $O 76 HC-$1. 58 PLUS POSTAGE o
Children; Cognitive Measurement; Comparative
Apalysis; MIn'stitutionalized r(Persons); Interaction; .
*Parent Child Relationship; Psychological Patterns;
*Psychological Tests; Research Projects; *Retarded
Children; Socially Disadvantaged; *Social
Reinforcement .
*Sticker Family Game

/

EDRS PRICE
DESC@IPTORS

IDENTIFIERS

ABSTRACT )

Three groups of 36, institutionalized retardeq,/
noninstitutionalized retarded and normal children equated on mental
age were evaluated onm a measure of psychological distance, cthe -
Sticker Family Game. Significantly less psycholog1ca1 distance was
found between the child and parental figures in the retarded groups
than in the normal groups. (Author) —

. o
% i,,’, - \ ' P L .
‘ i

Y

\\ x
™~ a
. R 7
N e / -
~
'y |“ \ P 1 ’
- v - . K .
e -
' s 5 ]
! ’ N
P » .
;< N -
‘ . e / o
v’ |,l ’
- (= " -
N
N 2NN 2 ’
~4 “:‘f - L] H 7 (/
<! ; ;
Y » 4
« . < '
- . .
PSP | ’ bo PR
|

e 3ok ok **************.ﬂ!********** ******************* e kK ****‘*****&*&******

* Documents acqulred by- ERIC 1nc1ude ‘many i formal unpubllsﬁéd *

* materials not available from other sources..ERIC makes every effort x.
* to obtain the best copy avallable. neverthel@ss, itens.of marglna

* reproducibility are often encountered and tﬁls affects the quallty

* of the microfiche and . hardcopy. reproductlons ERIC makes available

*Jv1a the ERIC Document Reproduction Serque {EDRS) . EDRS, is not *‘
. “esponsible for the quality of the original {document. Réproductlons *
o, R sﬁpglmed by EDRS are the best.that dah.be made from the orfiginal,  *

***ﬁ*****#h**##************************#***#****************}**********

[
~
~ - —-\ . .-

©N

N e




P”RCEPTIONS CF PSYCHOLOGICAL.DISTANCE TO PARENTS IN
- INSTITUTIONALILED RETARDED AhB NQRMAL CHILDREN

*

Max Alovisetti

v

©

University of Rhode Lsland

and
US DEPARTMENTOFHEALTH
EDUCATION & WELFARE !
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF
EDUCATION
MENT b
LY . L I 2

.

Joseph Weaver

REPRO

Teiry O
[N al]

AN SN
N( [ C NN
s 108
AT ( ARSI
(rd v I
+ P T

A

University ovaapsas.hedical Center

ow N L T

b b e BN

v ot E

STLTE P
v

Tt

Measures of psychological distance have been interpreted as

-

reflectlﬁg Sthects‘ perceleved socidl relat1onsh1ps(Kuethe 1962)

-

. or* as reerct1ng "degree. of desired 1nterpersonal 1nt1macy~ or
disassociation® (Tolor & Donnon,1969) . Various studies have shown
a relat1onsh1p between extent of QOc1al deprivation and d951re

for adult contact (Tolor & Orange, 1969; Tolor, 1970). Gther

anPStLU&tLOnB have demonstrated the relat;onshlp between social

depr1vat1on of 1nst1tut1dhal1zed retarded children and thelr

greater respon81veness to soc1al reinforcement by adults than
x\
chlidren in less socially deprived env1ronments (Butterfleld &
AR .

ngler, 19653 K%aber, Butterfleld & Gould, 1968 Zlgler, Balla

s

& Butt#&fleld 1%?8 Weaver, Z1g1er & Balla, 1971).
In the present study the performance of 3 groups of 36

children. each were evaluated on a measure of psychologlcal distance,

S.
..‘ <,

the sticker family game. Thesa were 1nst1tut10na11zed‘fetarded,

non-institutionalizead }etg(ded and pormal children equated on -

N 4

! mental age and as closely as possible on sex. -

‘The sticker family game is a felt board*variant of Kuethe's
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sncial schema technique (12962), in which a father, mother and

usly placed on a felt-board in any
: \
order and distance from each)\other that the child wishes, }n

< L) . . ‘e 3 . 3 3 o » 3 A
accordance withgprev1ous f)ndlngs in 1nst1tut1onailzed\chlldren,_

- 1 - LY

sexless child are simul tane

indicating a grgaher desire to interact with adults, 1t was

H

hypotheqxzod ‘that the 71nst1tut10nallzed children wonld place
. . ’ |
the child figure closer to both a mother and father figure than

the other 2 groups. ho dxfferences in_distance of placement of

e i

rhxld figure from either mother or father flgures were expected

between the non-jnstitutionalized retarded and the normal group.

1]

It was futher hypothesized that all 3 groups would
demonstrate one of the three major commonalities of social N
schemas founa\hy Kuethe (1962), by placiné the child figure‘ o '
closer to the mother figure than the father f1gure. . /

The results indicated that contrary to prediction both the

' -

institutionalized and non—1nst1tut1onal}zed retarded placed the

child figure closer to both the mother and father figure than

the normals, The normalsfthus were significpntly different from

-

" both retarded groups on this measure. There was no significant

difforence’beﬁween the institutionalized and the non-institutionalized
y : : e’
retarded group. f ‘

These findings sugaest that from the p9r5p9ct1ve of

psvchological distance, reta dablon is more salient Bhan

-

in so far ‘as péychnlog§931 distace is coﬁbernéd, deprivatipn”
‘may not have o diiect';élat' nship with desire for adult
inle&&;tion.‘Another pgssiﬁﬁ%ity is that both re;a;déd groups:‘

eve closer'p;getﬁer on extent of s;cial deprivation than the}A ' -

3

novmals,
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Although the institutionalized retarded would be ‘expected to have

. less contact with adults than the non-institutionalized retarded,

\

n definition of-social deprivation must also itake cognizance of

. 3

the extent of approval these children receive from adults. It is

[

reasonahle to helieve tﬁaththe non-institutionalized retarded

receive véry iiéited approval from adults and may be suffering from
a grealer amount of ;ocial Eoprivationtthan previously aSsumed,

" Both retarded groups placed the child figure closer to the
mother than the father figure as predicted. While the normsal grouf
also olacedg%ha child figure closer to the mother figure, the ’
difference 1n dlstance from the father figure was not significant.

It may he that the normal group in this study was actually quite

atypical since they were drawn from a culturally deprived be#ckground.

_Tolor and Orange (1969) found that disadvantaged subjects consistently

placed further apart all classes of social stimuli,.It also may be
expectod that a certain ﬁroportion‘of "normal™ disadvantaged children
would still have problems in academxc and social adjustment. Various

studxes (Welnste1n, 19 53 Flsher, 1967) have shOVn that soclally

-devxant boys place human figures further apart than normals.

‘Perhaps the sxmplest 1nterpretat1on of thls is that a sxgnlflcant

pf?oc might have} een found for the normal ch1ldren if a greater

»

numbhr of suh]ectd had heen used, : ,




