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Trends in Attitudes on Pollt1cal-~8001al —and’ Colleglate Issues
Among College .Students: The M1d 1960's to M1d-1970 ‘-

'ﬁ

For several decades prior to the mid-1960's, most speci-

,ficaily the 1950's, American colleges .and universities were
o 1 ®
viewed as qulescent commpn&tles whlch provided accommodatlons
3
and 1nstruct10n to "silent generatlons" of students. In sharp
&a -

- contrast, the 1960's saw the campuses become a locus of politi-

.- cal and soc1a1 activism and, consequently, the target of inten-

.

sive scrut1ny by governmental agen01es, social crities and ,com-

r Eal

mentators, and the general public. Slnce the “turn of the de-

o

cade, the pre-1960 characterizations are agaln be1ng applied to
descrlbegpresent students. As early as 1970, Klngman Brewster

descrlbed the campuses\as experiencing an "eerie tranquility.”1

o

More recently, many commentators assert that students are be~

<

comingimore conservative and they againgéuggest that students

‘are passive and apathetie. Corwin syccj

ctly summarizes the

-
&

prevailing ‘analyses of current cofiege students:

Doring the. 1950's professors were chiding

,4

P

®

students for be1ng apathetmc and unconcerned

about anything except finding :a good job, a
™ ¢

good marriaée, and establishing a home and

family. A similar passlveness seems to

have emerged in She 1870's 2~ ) ’“ ’;_
With the.rlse,;n student act1v1sm;during the 1960's came
a conoomltant search for "causesj" Similarly, many investiga-

e N2

;tor% now expound on the "causes"'for.return to campus quiet.




quiet and apathy are hence predicated on meager evidence. A

‘Many explanations have beén posited; a few of the more prominant

-

are: (1) an antithetid‘turning inward to self-reflection after a
. L.

) . -

period of outer-directed activity; (2) a decline in the émme-
- . 1“3\

diacy of resolving soc1al 1ssues, marked prlmarlly by dlscon-

tinuance of the draft and by U S. w1thdrawal from Southeast

‘v-

Asia; (3) the institutional changes which have taken place durlng

the past decade, 1nclud1ng,abollshment 07 in loco parentis at

b .
many,institutions, increased student participation in campus

-
H

governance , and impléméntation of programs to provide,greater
representation of women and minorities in the cgmpus community;
(4) the tightened economy and the return to intensive acaQemic

- ; ' . a
effort necessary for college graduates to compete successfully
for a limited number of available positions; anpd (5) because of
a natural cyclical evolution of perlods of calm and student ac~

I'd
a4

tivism in collegiate history. ‘ . . . : ,:;4
S,

Much of the commentarywothhe "new" American college

. iy

student of the 1970”8 derlves from 1mpress1on1stlc anecdotal in- -

formation; and much‘of the analyses of the eauses of return to

a

| ¥

more solid base of information is needed to draw reliable con-
< | -,
clusions. What are the facts? Are today's students different

v

than their Rredecessofs of a few years ago? If so, in what ways’

have their attitudes toward ‘major political, social’, and campus '
[y e . .
issues been altered? Are definite trends or shifts discernible?

\ - . .

To the-extént that,émpirical data on college students'

(4

attiipdes have been: collected, most xyeported studies;a%eg

7 A

-
.
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restricted in their,generalizability.3) Often these studies are

. . ) 2 .
based on a relatively small;numBer of cases, sometimes from a
N .

[

sample of students at a single institution. Moreover, many are

. restricted to single social issues, rather than a broad range of

A

issues, and do not have time series data availablgi In contrast,

/ O
]

the results reported here aré based on an ongoingllarge-scale

‘nationally representative sample of students which provides time

series data on attitudes for a broad array of issues.

% °
Data Source

*

In the Fall of5197u, the ninth annual survey of entering

college freshmen was conducted by UCLA and th& American Council

~on Education as part of the ongoing Cooperative Institutional

L4

Research Program (CIRP). A representative sample of between

250,000 and 350,000 freshmen, entering more than 300 institutions

¢

throughout the nation, has been surveyed each Fall. The insti-
tutions include both two- and four-year colleges -and universi~ .

ties. The survey data are statistically wgighfedqto'be repre-

Q

sentative of the total population of éntéring cqlleg7’students,
I . R .

and annual normative data are,reported.%a'

‘

Since 1967, the CIRP instr%meﬁt hashcontained‘itqms

asking students to provide their opinion on a number of politi-
cal, natiohal, and campus issues. The questions on issues in

thg’suryey questionnaires have varied over the years; some new

items have been added, others are periodically dropped from the

‘o

more th@n'SO different substantive issues have been addressed at

'
3

s

o9

instrument, and some of the items have been fephrqsed. In total,.

¥
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least once in the .CIRP sﬁrpeys since 1967. TFor the present
2 % ¢ : #hen
analyses, data-are presented for only those attitudinal items

for which there are time series‘data available (assessed in at

-

least three different years) and which have been included in bne
’ -

of the sgrveYs for a relativei&,recent cohort (since 19705 of.

students. Furthermore, those attitudinal items which have un-

dergone wording changes are omitted'from these trend analyses in-.
) . , R *

" asmuch as syntactical changes in substantive items have been

- [}

shown to affect response rates and hence the accuracy and com-

5

parability necessary for assessing trends.® In all, 20 attitu-

dinal items meet the above criteria and are discussed below.
Y ¢ N ‘ - d
< %

Because student attitudes, like those of any population,

- 4 I

are subject,tg,instability:fSOme smaiivchanges over time may be
entirely spurious. Moreover, some changes in the stratification
and weighting procedures have been introduced in the CIRP sur-

6 Only those changes are

vey. des;gn from one year to another
emphas1zed which appear to be reliable and valid in light of the’
poss1ble effects of design and sampling variability and the po—
tentially spurious fluctuations in the stability of student

o

responses : . .- . ) J
i . .

- yse oy
s Analyses K
The data described below are extracted from the CIRP
. I . 1.

"normative results.’

The anzlyses first address the general ques-

tion of the.recént changes\in,political self-identification of

, . . . & - R
students, followed by an assessment of students' stated positions

on a series of specific-societal issues and collegiate policies.
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Political Identification ®

3 -

Studbnts were first‘asked to characterize their own pre-

sent pol:|.t:|.cal &dentlflcatlon in the 1969 CIRP survey. A similar
question has been ;ncluded in each; annual survey since that time,

although the‘response categorles were changed in 1970 to prov1de

better response symmetry and slight format changes were also

subsequentlﬁxfnstlruted Désplte these subtle wording altera-

\AL_,/-.r

ngons, a clearly dlsccrﬁlble trend gs av1denced from late 1360 to

¢
= . Y]

: mid-1970. - -

, In the six years for which data are available, there has
beenvaﬁigpstagfjal convergence from both ends oﬁ the political
AR
* spectrum. Since 1969, there has been a relatlvqﬂy steady decline
. . {
in yﬁé proportion of ncw entering freshmen who have endorsed a

> © . . .
moderate or strong preference for either a liberal or a conserva-

tive political identification (Table 1). A parallel systematioc
increase in the proportion endorsiné a middle-of-the-road posi-

tion is eviderniced. In 1969, only 44 percent endorsed this posi-

tiony by 1973, over one-half characterized,, thclr polltlcal views

. as "middle- of the-road," and 55 percent of?197u freshmen ﬁ%d so.
A bR

Y These results sugbest'nelther 1ncr°ased llberallsm}nor
increased ccnservat1v1sm among, successlve ncw cohorts of cFllege
students.' Rather the convergence toward .the center of{;he poli-
t1cal Sp°ctrum could be characterlzed as a political ”de%b arl; :
zation" of college students in the mid- 1970’s as comp;reér ith
their predecessqrs of several\years carller. However, ég f-

>

ES
4

E

1dent1f1catlon of one's polltlcal prefer ence is a relative terﬁ

J

rather than an absolute one. Posltlons on i'ssues whlch mlght

- h [
- . ! .

& . e

a
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have been‘identified as '"liberal" only a fev y€ars ago, for ex-

ample, may now be perceived as the prevailing posifion of the

"mainstream." Consequently, the following analyses address stus

N

dents' positions on specific issues and seek to extract discern-

ible trends and shifts in these items over :time.

A ' . El .
f 8
1 \ [ . -

- Ve . L
Societal Issues \ . ,Ha
N 3. \ L

Of the- numerous social 1ssues "for whlcm students have

been querled through CIRP annual surveys, eleven meet the cpi-

“

teria for 1ncluslon 1n the present analyses. These items repre-

sent student oplnlon on eight: general areas' of social issues--
4
N
. WOmen ; populatlon control desegregatlon, the env1ronment, con-
N 3 M .
sumer protectlon, economlc equity, crlme, and drugsn The pre-

?

S

»

c1Se wordlng of the questlons relevant to .these issues, and the
-

[y

proportion of students endors1ng the statement in each year jin

‘which it was:inoluded in the CIRP surveys, are shown in Table 2.
e " One of the moredgubstantial shifts in student}opgnion is
with respect to the traditional role of wonen, indicative of the

possible 1mpact of the women's llberatlon Tovement on American
youth. In 1967 the f;rst year in which the item was included,

'awell over one-half of. all enterlng freshmen favored the conven- |

) tlonal role of women., Endorsement of this 1tem has decllned

«!'

steadily slnce that timeé, -wrth less than 30 percent of akl stu-.

.dents favorlng this view in 1374... Moreover, a ﬁreater propor—
'~tlon of freshmen enterlng COllege in the mid- 1370 s than of -
those entering' at ‘the turn of the decade favor full job equallty

for women. In 1970, 8 of }0 freshmen endorsed equal salarles




.

@ .

¢
. 9
Bl

_and opportunltles/ﬁor women ; fully 8 of 10 freshmén since 1972

T 2

«
*t 9

: have suppovted the same posltlon.

’An 1tem to assess student awareness of the problem of

lation growth and the support of populatlon 00ntrol.was also

3

ncluded in the 196? survey and has been ,repeated in recent sur-

veys.” In 1967, 42 percent endorsed a program to discourage large

&

family size; by 1971, 68 percent supported.the same item. Since

1871, the propBrtion has declined, to Sg,percent in 1974, al-

thohgh éurrent support for population control is still well above

e

that of the 1960's.

®

hool desegregatlon was measured

. k]
Students' position;on,

3

in three consecutive years of These data indi-

e CIRP surveys

cate that students in the ear1y¥QS70's were about

s ¥
®

on their opinion that the Federal government is not doing enough

equally split

o

-

o &

g ° ) .
to promote school desegregation ¢Only minQr fluctuations in the ¢

proportion endorsing this 1$sue are a parent, and no definite

T trend is dlscernlble. Clearly, there 1s no év1dence from the
CIRP surveys to indicate that students have recently become

4 -rapidly more conservative or nore libe;al on the racial issue in

4

the United States as it is measured by an item on the attitude

1
- A s,

toward school desegregation.
. P
_ With respect to the environment, a substantlal ma]orlty
of'students believe ‘that not enough is being' done to control
%

pollution: In 1971, over 90 percent of students agreed that not

.

enough was being done. The proportlon endorslng such a posltlon

has decllned regularly since that time, to 83 ‘percent of fresh-7

v

—men—enterlng college in 1974. However, as withtgsveral other

J

»




&
),

““prov1de m1n1ma1 information on which to judge possible

costs result1ng from,lncreaseé prlces and energy consu

the vast majority of young people entering college in'197u still

by the Federal government. ' ‘ o ; -

¢

» &
e ¢

¥ .
attitudinal 1tems 1m the CIRP surveys, there is. a varlable time
‘ » o )
referent inherent in, the wording of the questlons. " Since the
turn of the decade, substant1a1 and controversial regulations

& .
haye beén implemented, most notably automobile emission conttrols
4 4 . & . N N

and'air emission standards for industry Despite the negatlve

pub11c1ty regardlng some of these pOllCleS, the adde

i &

ption,-

and implementation. of hlgherf%tandards of emission control re-

quiring the use of more expensive hlgh,qualltyAEnergy resources,

¢

endorse stronger regulatory activity than that currently mandated
. ‘0

3
‘ S i .
A greater consumer protection effort on the part of the

Federal government is likewise en orsed by a majority of students'
é . : . '

and has shown liftle change in recent years. Fully three- fourths

of each cohort of new college freshmen in each of the past four

years have agreed that not enough is belng_done to protect the
n l

cqnsumer from faulty goods arid serv1ces N
l The next two- att1tud1naL 1tems shown in Table¢ 2 address
.0
issues of economic equ1ty in the United States. ’Whlle data for .

<
’

they are suggestive of a small increase in support o
economic equity. In 1972, 73 percent of new freshren believed
that the wealthy should pay a larger share of taxes, compared

t0."76 percent in 197u With regard to a more strongly worded

10 | !




e x”

edhalitarianﬁstate ent, that people.should he'paid equally for
hard work® regardless of their ablllty or quality oj work the

pr0port10h of student suppdrt increased from 25 percent in 1972

oo [
i. ;

to 28 percent in 1974. Clearly, theseishort—termwdatagare nog‘

.supportiye of a hypothesjs of a recent conservative shift among'

students w1th respect to exitstent econom1c d1fferent1als and

—--- - financial wealth in this -country- . - . S

g

. . . )
: The items regarding crime and the courts that have been

1ncluded in CIRP surveys likewise showy llttle change over the

4
—wLG L

tlme pePLOd. Approx1mately one-half of the freshmen, enter1ng‘

D .

% ¥
\

0college during the beSt half of the 1970's agreed@that "there is
too much concern in the courts for the rights of criminals." 1In

R

the six ye&rs for which data are available on this item, the .
highest levels Sf endorsement are found in the earlier'years; but
the change over time has been relat1vely sllght although not 1n

A more conservatlve direction. Slmllarly, ‘for the three ~year
span'(1969-197l) in wh1ch students were queried with respect to
capital punishment,. there was a sllght increase 1in thelproporj

. tion endorsing abolishment of capltal pun1shment ~In 1971, 88

percent of students apparently fayored elimination of the death .
penalty. ' Il '
. The most pronounced trend in attitudes concerns the 1¥ws

on mirijuana. Since 1968, the first vear in which an item one
first y : ‘

this subject-was included in the survey, the proportion of fresh~

men who agree that marijuana should be legalized has more than

» .
doubled. _Iﬁ 1968, one-fgfth of the entering freshmen thought r

v !

L *

’

e - 11
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marljuana should be legallzed, in 1969, one- fourth thought so,

. in 1970 and 1971 almost two-fi'fths agreed and in the last three

3

years the proportion appears to have stabilized at 47 to 48 per- s
cent. v )
Collegiate Issues R v ) ‘ .

-Nine attitudinal items gn collegiate issues from the .

CIRP surveys meet .the criteria for 1nclus10n in. the present

“analyses. More of these 1tems have longer-term s@r
oy \:
availabl& than was true for the s001eta1 1ssues\cpns1dered,above.
L .
The collegiate items are classified 1nto f1ve general areas—-..

data

student jurlsdlctlon, admlnlstratlve Jurlsdictlon, admlsslons

polrcy, grading practlce,,and athletic pollcy—-as shown in

. {
Table 3. ' : . ’ s "a@ ‘ . '
An item on the role of the student’in evaluating faculty
{

for promotion de01s10ns has been regularly included in every
CIRP survey instrument since 1967. From 1967 through 1972 there

N .~
was_a regulgr increase in the proportion of each new cohort of

s, . °
-freshmen who agreed that faculty promotions should be based in

s

'part‘on student evaluations. In 1972, fully three-fourths of
. :

- students endorsed this position, although the more reeent two

.. years indicate a slight trend reversal. Nevertheless, substan—

than in

s

tially higheriproportions-of students in the mid-1970's
the latter lgéo’s‘helieVe they should have a voice in 'the deci-

S . .
sions ;nfluencing their instructors' advancement.
Four separate items on administrative responsibility have

-

»been'inclgggd in virtually all CIRP surveys. Without exception, -

-~

!

.

i

12
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%each reflects a grow1ng endcr ement frombthe mld»léﬁo’s to the S oal

u o . . Ze

m1d 1970’s, for restrlctlng the purv1ew of academ;c adm1n1stra— a

q . - .o
~ . = . ’ 3 -

tors, . although the data Yrom the last several years suggesg.a-,.

.- - /4‘_

-
T -

- -.;-‘—r o ~

levellng off ,of the longer—term trend.. In‘the’lgs7 -68 perlod . {‘:fu

e

1,,-,.\...-»- . . —— .

approx1mately one half of the neW'college students agree& that T

N -
- —_

student publlcatlons should be cleared by college offlclals and

IS
» -

that college off1c1a1s were too lax Ain deaflng with student pro-

testers, by. the mid- 197Q\§ only about’ one- th1rd of the new stu-

- . A

dents wege endorslng the same .statements. In the latter part of

the 1960's about one-third of the new entrants indicated they o
‘ ) -~ Q" * 6 R . ” . . \‘\

agreed that'college officia}s had the right to ban certain per-

’ L 4 B ‘:
sons, from speaking on campus, as compared fo 23 percent of fresh- ?n
. . ’ s dov
men in the mid-1970's. W:Lth respect to the righgts of college : ré‘n
Y ‘ RS { - »
off1c1als “to regulate students’ off—campus behav1or 23 percent *
» ¢ .. . - 1

of 1968 freshmen thought thls to be legltlmate authorlty of of— ‘. .é
T n\‘z—

flcials, compared to only 1u percent 1n 1974, .. o

-
-

.. One of the few 1nchatlons of Aa less liberal trend al-
N . B
be1t sllght,among successlve cohorts of new college students is ..

A . e

~ -

with respect to g1v1ng preferentlaa tpeatment 1n college adﬂ?s-' . .
saons "to. those from d1sadvantgged backgrounds., In the mid- to:'

latereﬁeso’s, over two- f1fths of students endorsed this 1tem com- ’

SR
« . pared t 38 percent rn=197u Suggestlve counter indications are N
.. : . “ a g .
however' evidenced over the four-year period in which students § }. .
1 L4 ‘

have reported thelr suppgrt of open adm1ss1ons lelCleS for pub-,
110 1nsti§§k&oms. in 1971 thq f1rst year in Whlch the 1tem vas .

1ncluded in the survey, 37 percenm approved of open adm1ss1ons
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: in the most recent year for wﬁich-data'ar availgble, 1974, the

comparable flgure is u0 percent Lo , -

-

The only other 1nd1catlon of grouLng support for tradi- N

v 'Y

& .
N I t10na1 aCademlc procedures is w1th respec} to grading practlces. c

:t At the turn of the decade, a. surprlslngly h1gh proportlon of

c

freshmen (hu percent) thought that the gﬁ%dlng*system\should be

\-J(

abollshment 1n each successive year\/§lt§?only 29 percent of the
i s
most recent college entrants endorslng thns posltlon

1

abollshed There has been

. va

egular decl;ne in supportkfor
b f
v
Ve
N

.‘\‘z“

The last 1tem 1n Table & lndlcates that-§>grow1ng ¢

is of colléyxate,qurts

“\
minority of new students support de- émph

.In the earliest survey year, 1967 only abe fifth agreed that“f s
college_would be improyed if organ;zed s%frts were de—emphaslzed, =
- . ‘

in 1974, this~proportion hadfgrown to 28 /percent.
. y - . 6 '

> . r -

+
L[] ¢ \'V. . - &" Q . A P‘ N ,‘
. : Conclusions & . :

Thelcharac erizations of student' of the midl1970’s as

B grow1ng more apathetlc and as belng more conservatlve than their

s - 0

predecessors of the’ turbulent campus yejrs of the mlddle and- "~

latter 1960’s gains llttle support from a comparatlve analysls e

over t1me of student- oplnlon on a broad array of contemporary '

.,
soc1al and colleg1ate issues, based on.the largest éhg01ng natlon-
al assessment program of college students

s \ ,

mass1ve student pro ests, widely publlclzed 1n the 1960’s, have

')Whlle 1nc1d:Dts of

clearly-dissipated, the relatlvely high rate of current,endorse-,
S ° . s o : ’ ‘ o
mment of liberal positions by new college studénts as compared to
& *

-

1960’§‘1s strong evtgfnce »
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fini o temd
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codtlnuatlon and strengthenlng of soc1al

/

programs and pollcles and fo% contlnulng reform }n hlghe educa-
. /'-./ i

/ iy 5

. -/ I .
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of high supbort for ‘the
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Such a fusion 'is hot 1mmeq}ately apparent/ﬁ
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° l’;

sory rev1ew of the CIRP data, howeve

*

able survey tabulatlons, for 197u when compareg only to thé{lm—

The most gunrently avall-

V',//

) medlately precedlng survey,year data, tndlcate a general levei-

P ., ‘.

_1ng out of student opln{on, or a- suggestlve\but,slxght cons.rva—

N
.1::,-_‘».,2 ""

in endorsement of several of the attlﬁudlnaio

’

Moreover the longen~term trens in students’ p‘lmtleal
/ AV N

‘tlve reversal .
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comparable.perlod Ain lxberal support ﬁor most soc1etal an
leglaxe 1ssues and Po11c1es.; The/enlércaté%nfjf'thls'ngfrent

"dlscrepancy, between the. conVergence to maddl"of -the- road%poll—'
t1cal 1dent1flcatlon and the ;né;easeg/ 1b;‘allzatlon in i;dorse—

col-

ment of most specxflc 1ssues fromg he m;d— and later 196055 to

»0

~‘, // .
e \the M1d 1970's, would/Pé'foynd in a‘xheme whlch suggests é%at .

\ L
‘,A

,Q;; the "llberal" 1ssues of Z/;igrday/;'sfudents are v1;wed aSnthe N
)‘ ¢

RV

;,M "”'W’”

22

ﬁ"malnstream" 1ssues bggf y ew*students. )
‘. - P

- ‘ . The rela{;ve1y4hr§h level.of awareness and concern over
‘ / < b;
current soc1etal and colIeglate 1sSues among the most recent

ey
f‘f g

<

. ..: N i ' ‘f

a o2

»«.

) cohorts of new college,entrants, partlcularly in -contrast{to
N S, . P - \ ﬁﬁo%

s ‘2

thelr predecessorS’at the turn of’ the decade or before, dfdi-

p ‘ NN {

cates that»contln 'ng strong support for reform is llkelggto

\

emanate from the college communlty. Moreover research of:

s

'~ .

that the same I;berallzlng tr
- .\ ¥
succe551ve classes of enterlnc

- cf:#.class dur1ng the undergraduate ears.S'IConsequently, it {would
}M 5\‘””.aseem 1nappropr1ate to pharacterlze the present generatlo: of
\;ﬁ college students as mirror 1mages of their pre- -1960"'s predeces-
LN - .
AR T T A 2t }
R sors or as more conservatlve than the1r peers in the st dept
~* ‘\ S - 3
‘\\: - generations of the.lQGO's.q Slmllarly, 1t 1s 1nappropr1at4 to
expound on the "causes" of not‘only the recent decline jifi student
L Lt 2 . s . .
ot1v1sm but also the "causes" for an apparently uns rted
x -
3 suppos1t10n of grow1ng student conservatlsm, apathy, dy pas-
‘ 1 .
sivity. . Indeed, the student body of American hlgher ed?bation
\) ‘ ' : ,.-' ., . . ) Y {l . . ’ \ ) N
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today mightcwell be charact rized as a viable and effective .

A s

locus for potent1al mobiliz tlon in 5001a1 cfrtlclsm and dlssent

v

albelt of b0551b1y more p 51t1ve and constructlve tone fhan\that

LY

of the 1960'5, of a magnijude greater than ar any earller time

~.,~:

in history.
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fed at: the dnnual meeting of thg Qmerican'

4"\&

Colleée Personnel Ass001ation Atlanta, March, 1975. Support

70
for preparation of this paper was derived in part by grant SSH%E-
R
03432 A02 (formerly GI 34394) from the"RANN program of the }

'onal 801ence Foundation. Grateful acknowledgment is ex-

the American»Council on Education), the University of
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£

ornia at Los Angeles, and to Alexander W. Astin for provi-
o i t,) , - ‘ N

‘ng the data’reported in this paper. The interpretations here-
in%are however, solely the responsibility of the authors
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1Excerpt from an address by Kingman Brewster referred

PN
."g > ]

-

to in Alan E Bayer and AlexanAer W Astin, "Campus Unrest 1970-

71: Was it Really All That Qu;et?", Educational Record Vol. 52

(Fall,1871), pp. 301-313. .. .7»‘;'.':.’-1- .- .
2Rona1d G. Corwin,’ Education“in Cr1s1s A 8001ological‘

Analysis of Schools . and Univers1ties in.ﬂ?ans1tion (New York:
3 - \) ) N
John Wiley, 1974) p. 175. : SR -

P

.:'

3See, for example, Dean R Hoge, "Col%gge Students' Value

Patterns in the41950's and 1960's," SOCiology .of Education

Vol. uy (Spring, 1971) pr 170 192 Richard. Kelly, B Derrell

Hart, and -Ronald Narel ”Faculty Role Preferences of . nts,

.--ﬁ\‘,‘et
in Three Types of Colleges,? lmpnOVing College and UnLGZﬁ§1§ﬂﬁﬁ?*¥

L

e : = ,
Teaching, Vol. 21 (Winter, 1973), pp. 58~59; Thomas“ﬁ Kerver,
"Student Attitudes and Opinion at the University of Wisconsin "

College and Universi‘y Journal Vol. 11 (Mardh 1972) PpP. 23-263.

Marv1h R McMiILan, "Attitudes of College Men Toward Career
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Involvement of Married Women," Vocational Guidance Quarterly,

Vol. 24 (September, 197u2y pp. 8-11; Marshall W. Meyer, "Harvard

Students in the Midst of Crisis: Note on the Sources of Leftism,"

» 7

\ Sociology of Education, Vol. 46 (Spring, 1973), pp. 203-218; and

Peter W. VanArsdale, William E. Sedlacek, and Glenwood C. Brooks,
Jr., "Trends in Black Student Attitudes at a Predominantly White
University," Negro Educational Review, Vol. 22 (July/October,

1971), pp. 133-145. - -

L‘ﬂgiional Norm$ for Entering College Freshmen, annual re-

ports for Fall 1967, 1963, 1969,;1910, 1871, and 1§72 (Washington:

I d

American Council on Education), and The American Freshmen, nation

al norms for Fall 1973 and:19?u (Los Angeles: Graguate School o;

-
-

Education, University of California at Los Angeles). . -

N 5A’general discussion of the effects of afternate forimns

of question wordlng 1s preséhted in Herbert H. Hyman, Secondary/
/

' Analy31s of Sample Surveys Pr1nc1p1es, Procedures, and’ Poten-

tlalltles (New York‘ John Wiley, 1972), 194-196. Illu#tra—

tive analyses are reported in Elfsabeth Noelle-Neumann, "Wanted

% 0

Rules for WOrdlqg Structured Questlonnalres," PubL1c Op;nlon

Quarterly, Vol.‘3u (Summer, 1970), ' . 191~201; and Al n/E.

Bayer, "Constructlon of Race Item for Survey Research n Public
.3

Oplnlonéguarterlv, Vol 36 (Winter” 1972 73) PpP. 592~602

BCurrently in preparatlon by the CIRP staff is .a new set

of tabular data from early survey years whlch are, to the extent

'

pOSSlble, based on thé stratification design and welghtlng proce-

dures utlllzed for'the surveys conducted in the mid-1970's.
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7Sources -are the annual normative reports, c1ted in foot-

note 4, for all students entering all types of hlgher education
.. . 8 ‘ :
institutions in tﬁb Fall term of each academic year.

8A generai review of such studies through the late 1960's

<

! is reported in Kenneth A. Feldman and Theodore M. Newcomb The
Impact of College on Students, (San Francisco: Jossey- Bass, 1969).
- L

so
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-

Recent studies jnclude Arthur W. ickering, "Civil Liberties

« ~l

and the Experience of College;"’%gprnai of Higher Education, Vol.
‘ 41 (November, 1970), pp 599-6063f Alan E. Bayer, Jeannle T. Royep,
and Rlchard M. lebb /‘Four Years After College Entry " ACE Re-
, A
search &eports, Vol. 8:1 (Washlngton American Council on Educa-
‘i - ,)
tion, 1973); and Linda 'D. Molm and Alexan@er W. ﬁétln, "Personal,

L

e Characteristics and %ftitude'Changes of ,Student Prokesters,"
. " b T ’ : )
5 teve -; - . .
Journal of College & udent Personnel, Vol. 14 (May, 1973), L
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TABLE 1 .. o

Polftical Identification of Students ..
at the-Time of College Entry: 1969-19748 .
: I R ‘s & N ‘J) v
Politicad A 2y Year of College Entrance c
Self-Identificationb 1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 .
s ' . . ‘
Far léft Ca — L3128 24 22 2.2
" (Left) - . < 3.1 ' ) <
. : . . o .
Liberal ¢ - . "29.5  33.5 35,3 32.8 32.6  28.0
Middle-of-thé=road . ° | ‘444 454 46.8 4833  50.7 5.1
\ . Conservative : 17.1  14.5 15.8 . };.? 13.9
(Moderately conservative) 20.5 " ‘
sFar right o : © 10 0.7 - 0.8 ,0.6 0.8
; (Strongly conservative) 2.4 : .. N
3’;.‘ . : = i . - " — . :.J {;& i
A » SOURCES: Annual survey tabulations for entering college freshmen as compiled by -

the Cooperative Institutional Research Program (CIRP),
3 by ¢ ° \

H]

8A11 figures'in table are weighted percentages s

bRgsponse categories shown in parentheses were employed in 1969-only.
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C " TABLE 2 .°
; ‘9 . ‘- i ° . o A . . . v)o e .
P ATTITUDES OF FRESHMEN TOWARD SELECTED T .
i — _ SOCIETAL ISSUES, BY(YEAR OF ENTRY TO COLLEGE. L
8 & = " - ~
rd ) . ' s @
Issue - i Year of College Entrancq"'

1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972T—1973> 1974
%
f

WOMEN'S RIGHTS ’
The activities of married women
.are best confined to the home . o ¢, .

and family 56.6 ~ = 47.8 42.2 37.0, 30.4 29.8

% 2

t
v A

s . Women should receive the same 3
salary and opportunities for . ot o o 3

- - ‘ M - ¢

advancement as men in compar- Do, . v
4 « able positions . 3 : - - «~~ 81,3 87.8 91.3 -91.9 91.5

i =

¢,  POPULATION - . IR e
o . y - o .
N 68.5 67.4 65.4 59.8
RACIAL DESEGREGATION _ . . e

W -

Parents should be discouraged "y ' .
from having large famflies

~%
.
N
1
'
i

The Federal government-is not ' Y A
doing eriough to promote school, ; - LT e % .
desegregation ’ - - - - 51.7 48.4 48,6° .- f

THE ENVIRONMENT . 22,

h The Federal government is not
doing enough to control ‘ ot -
environmental pollution . - - - - 90.5 89.6 88,1 82.6

THE CONSUMER  ° ' !

s

N4

= The Federal government is not ¢ - o
_ . doing enough to protect the : Tl , .
consumer from faulty goods and , ¢ , ] e '
services - - ~ 76.6. 76.0 78.0 75.1

ECONOMIC - EQUITY ‘ . :

- Wealthy people should pay a larger ' . ‘ | i
share of taxes than they do now - - - - - a72.9 72. } 73 5

el

————— < "As long as they'workihard, people ‘ .ka_
should be paid equally regardless o , Lo L
. of ability or quality of work - - - - L= 249 26.8 28,4

-~

CRIME : C e o LT %
Y D
54.3 51.6 48.1 50.3 50.1 51.5

Capital punishment, (the death, : ’ ) . LT \
_ 'penalty) should be abolished 53.9 56.3 57.6 - '~ - )
DRUGS - ; : T
Marijuana should be legalized:’ - 19.4 256 38.4 38, 7_46.6. 482 46.7. -
SOURCES: Annual survey tabulations for entering college freshmen as compiled by '
ﬁhe Cooperati%e Institutiongl Research Program (CIRP) L

o

Therédi is too much concern in the !
courgs for the rights of criminals’

[: ‘k: a3Figures in table are. weighted percentagﬁiéf'students checking "agree stronély"
R\, or "agree somewhat © . _ . M ’
"* ! ‘ ° 4

o ‘ @
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4 . .
) ® . TABLE 3 ! K

ATTITUDES OF FRESHMEN TOWARD SELECTED
) ‘ COLLEGIATE ISSUES, BY YEAR OF ENTRY TO COLLEGE®

. Issue ; Year of College Eatrance
i 1967 -1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 31974
STUDENT JURISDICTION * .
Faculty promotions should be _ :
based in part .on student 5 ‘ . ¥ .
evaluations : 62.2 63.2 67.5 71.3 76.0 76.3 74.8 73.7
ADMINISTRATIVE JURISDICTION ;
Student punlications should ‘be ; ‘ . ‘ : .
cleared by college officials 52.2 56.4_ 52.0 42,8 32.5 32.5 30.8 32.7
_ >

Most college officials have been - ) '
too lax in dealing with atudent S : '
protests on campus . 47.8 54.5 60.3 58.5 46.5° 42.6 36.8 35.0

g College officials have the right
to ban persons with extreme : ' A
views from speaking on campus 39.5' 31.7 32.2 33.2 27.8" 25.5 23.1 22.6

[4

College officials _have the right g ' i 0
to regulate student behavior ) X
off campus T - 23.3 19.9 17.0 13.8 12.8 11.4 13.7
.  ADMISSIONS POLICY ' ‘ SN

&

Students from disadvantaged social g
backgrounds should be .given pre-
ferential treatment in college . ¢

admissions ) 43.3 41.6 41.4 44.0 40.1- 40.9 38.8 38.4
Open admissions (admitting any- : _ ) N

one who ‘applies) should be . o S o -

adopted by. all publicly supported , ‘ .

colleges — — T~ .- - =. =. 37.2 .37.6 35.3 40.0

GRADING FRACTICE - ” ‘ '

3 -

! Collefe grades should be abolighed "~ . .= ' - 44.4 42.6 38.5 34.8 29.3
« ATHLETIC BOLICY - . A . - .
»  .College would be improved if e - . “
* organized sports were de- . L L
emphasized 20.8 - - - 26.0. 25.8 24.8 28.5

SOURCES: Annual survey tabulations for entering college freshmen as compiled by the

Cooperative Institutional Regsearch Program (CIRP)

ey . It ¥y

aFigutes in table are weighted percentd es of students checking ‘agree strongly" or
"agree somewhat'. :f , ™ .
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