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PREFACE %.4004"0"

On April 29, 1975, the ninth and final Jackson County Adult Evening

High Sdhool graduation Class received their high school diplomas.

To date, four hundred and forty-nine adults have graduated from. high

school via this program. In addigion, approximately ten adults have com-

pleted: therecfaremelits for graduation in this program but participated

in their local high school graduation exercises and are not included in our

count of four hundred forty -nine graduates.-

This will be 'the final graduation class because of reorganization of

the county unit. Itis not anticipated, at this time, that the newly re-

organized'Area Education Unit will assume the financial responsibility for

thii program. It 'appears that if this or a similar program is to be coin-

tinued, it will be the responsibility of local school districts.

This-lour-year follow-upstudy is the fifth to be completed. Of the

four hundred forty-nine graduates, three hundred forty-eight have been the
A

subjects of ,a four -yar follow-4 study and four'hundred thirty-five have

been the subjects of one-year follow-up studies.

This study concerns itself with the forty-one graduates Class of

1971. This class was composed of ten men and thirty-one women One addition-

,

al male convicted work for graduatiofi4iith this class, but elec ed to partici-

pate in his local high school graduation exercises, and is ther fore'ndi in-

ccluded as a member of this class. .

.

Itis: hoped that the results of this study will substantiat. and/or

.
reinkgrce the findings of the one-year study of this class as wel as provide --

additional information about these graduates and this program.
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CHAPTER I

Background Information

The Problem:

1

Whenever public funds are spent, it is desireable to know if tyyhave

been spent wisely and whether or not they ought to be continued to be ex-

pended on the same project.

Jt is also desireable to know if the program on which these monies are

spent is producing the desired results.

In attempts to resolve these problems this program has made use of

pre-post tests, student and teacher evaluations and follow-up studies of

graduates. Of these evaluation devices, we feei that the one and four-year

follow-up studies of our graduates'to be the mot useful and reliable.

/
yitileAe-year follow-up studies* may reve I relatively short-term berm-
e.

fits, we feel that four-year studies arc also helpful to measure any longer

range,benefits that may accrue to our'grad eS in terms of educational,

a social/personal,and/or financial gains.

It is also our feeling that four-ye 61101iup studies (four years

v
after graduation) may reveal any "halo'

effe!;cts

that might be present in the
t

/
one-year studies. I'

The Purpose:

AOur purpose then is to continue to evaluate the effectiveness of the

Jackson dounixfAdult Evening High School Completion Program as measured by

(15--
otagrgr duates.

r
,

r
These evaluations will.help us determine,whether or not we shogld con-

.

tinue to recommend that monies be spent foprlogramis of this- type, in terms

of the results produced and the findncial investment made.

/



2

Comparisons of responses by gradua'tinp classes are also possible,

since each class has been followed-up-using identical one-year and
44.

fdtir=year questionnaifes.

Related Studies:,

Graduates of this program have been the subjects of one and four-year

ollow-upcstudies since the proprari's inception. These are the only re-

lated studies, to the knowledge of this writer.
4

The following follow-up studies of this program have been made:

1. One year Follow-Up Study - Class of 1967 - results published in

VocationalV Education Amendmeits of r968, Part 2.,
1 ,

i 41'

2. One-Year Follow-Upjptudy ,-, Qtass of 194 - results published in ,,

the October, 196:9-lssue of
,e

Arch in Education, Volume 4, Num-

L

)

o

ber 9.

3. One-Year Follow-Up Study - Class of 1969 - results published in

the October, 1970 issue of Research In Education, Volume 5, Num-

%

. t ber 10.

4. One-Year Follow-Up Study - Class of 1970 - results published in

the August, 1971 issue of Research in Education: Volumb6,

ber 8. p

5. One-Year Follow-Up Study - Class of 1971 - results published in

the September, 1972 issue of Research In Education, Volume 7,

Number 9.

6. One-Year Follow-Up Study - Class of 1972 - results published in

the October, 1973
,

issue of Research in Education, Volume 8, Num-

ber 10.
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47

;47ij
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3

b

7. One-Year Follow-Up Study - Class of 1973 - resiAlts not yet pub-

lished.

8. One-Year Follow-UP Study - Class of 1974 - currently underway.

9. FoUr-Year Follow-Up Study - Class of 1967 - results published in

the June, 1971 issue of Researcl in Education, Volume 6, Number

6.

-10. Fo.pr-Year Follow=Up Study - Class of 968 - results publtshed in
A

the July, 1972 issue of Research in Education, Volume 7, Number 7.

11, Four -Year, Follow -Up Study - Class of 1969.: results published in

the August, 1973 issue of Research in Education, Volume 8,* Num-

ber 8'.

12. A Comparative Analysis of Selected' Responses to the Four-Year

-Follow-Up Questionnaires Returned by Graduates of the Jackson

County Adult Evening High School Classes of 1967-68-69 - results

published in the'August, 1.971 issue of Research in Education, Volume

8, Number 8.

13. Four-Year Follow-Up - Class o 1970 - results published in

frk'
the January, 19754a ug of Re.search in Education,:Volume 10, Num-.

ber 1.
e

14. Four-Year FolloW-Up .5t-6dy - Class of 1971 - currently underway.

Assumptions:

For the purposes of tliis'study, the following assumptions are made:

1. The qdestions in the questionnaire will be correctly under'stood

by the graduates.

I

-
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' 2. The graduates will respond estly to all-questions answered.

3. The questions are relevant and will measure to-some degree'the

benefits accruing to graduates ofqhis adult'program asa result

of attending and praduatinp froethis'prOrnm.

Questionnaire:
I

The questionnaire used in the four-year follow-up studies, has not been
o

changed, so that cemparisons by pviduating.classeSmay-4 made.

There are similar questions onboth the..ono and fcdf-year questionnaires

so that responses of the same individuals at two different time periodsmay'

be, made.
4

,Other questions used are different from.the one-year questionnaire_

0

and_uiore direct ;in terms,of educational, social and finanCial benefits.

..
A copy of the questionnaire iifound in the list of exhibits, Exhibit'

A. Also found in the list of exhibits are the three cover letters;'Fxhibfts
0,

.B,C, and D, wfiich.accompanied a questionnAire.

4

Hypothesis:

If this program is accomplishing what it claims to be accomplishing,

the liVes of our prhduates should be chhnqinp for the better.

If the livesoi.our praduates are improving, the graduates should be

aware of these,changes and be capable of measuring these changes to some

degree.'

Improvements or benefits to these graduates, should be found in areas
,

A

of educationl, social/personal, Andior financial gains.

These benefits may well be job'changes or promotions, continued education,

increased pride-o? confidence, more self -satisfaction, better outlook on life,.

4 6

ti
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,

bein a better parent, better mental health, intresed income, etc.

The.one -year follow-up study of this class of 1971 did reveal some
, .

of .t1 e above mentioned benfits. This four -year study should measure the

permanence,of those benefits, as well as anY'additional benefits which may

have accrued since the one-year stud); was made.

The frequency ofbenefits should be greater than what might be expected

by chance occurances.

Results of this Study:

The results of this study, while primarily'intended for the purpose

of evaluation of this program, will also beused, if favorable,'to recoil-

mevd'phe establishmentof similar programs, and encourage other non-prad-

uates to Complete their high school educatiQn by way of these programs.

Since this year is the terminal year of the Jackson County operation.*

bf this program, it is hoped that these and earlier results can also be used

to attract a new sponshr for this program.

We also hope that it will encourage local school districts to study
,..

. .

their-own ,dropout problems with the determination -to resolve this problem

by preventive means.' this may entail experimental programs, revision of

unwise policies, curriculum changes, scheduling changes, etc.

Adult programs of this type are at best remedial. We need, in addi-

tion, preventive measures. or proprams.

o

Definition of Terms:

For the purpose Of.this study, the following terms are defined:

, Housewife: Asmarried woman not working for wages:

1 .1
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: t . '.. -v °I, ,

Phrt-tiMe Worker: One who repul:;.riy works part -time for wages,. -re-- ''1,- f.

pardless of,hotrs worked less than 40-hrt..2k Wreek.--- \-

. \

'Pull-time Worker:., One whS regularly Works full-time for l'ivos _sorlary
-, 4",

( 4.
, ---- .

r
- ,.

,--

or profit:(40 or more hoursjpeorReek): i'.'=
A 44 .

.

Unemployed Worker: One,who is temporarily out 6f,work(6-fierooking foi'

employment. ..

Disabled' Worker: Ofie who cannot work because of phys'ical or mental

handicaps.

Method of Attack:

Oniebruary 3, 1975 - forty-Ane,. (414-Aluestionnaires, letters, and self-

addressed return envelopes were mailed to the gradUates of this pi ram

Class of 1971 Two weeks passed before a second mai1inp was made to the nol-.

1

respondents to the first requeSt. Two more weeks passed before a third mail--
4

inn Was made to the remaining non-respondents. Another two-week period passed

beforesatteMnts were made to contact-remaining non-re.spondents by'te.lephone.

Seventeen (17)7graduates responded to the first questionnaire. Eight (8)

responded to the seeond request, and seven (7) responded to the third request.

Attempts to contact.the reniaininr nine norm - respondents by telephone

were made on M#eh 18, 197S.,, None of,the,gfraduates'contacted responded

i:to the telephone requestby returninp their Completed questionnaires.

A total of thirtyptwo questionnaires were returned (Class siie was 41)

for a final return:0f 78.0%.

.

The questforiimires were then tabulatedfor'this study.

4 .
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hrOUrh IV, contaln inf?"rinittion pertaining to

/
0

4 rS

ages', sex; head

-
. . .

,; .- Non-re.spondent data, is incrudeds in most nf the tables . Apes of .non,-
. % - ..

. , .,'.'

;

reqiondents Ilgen,Up:dated frrm cur re- cords, whereas the other information
. *, ,

'cfsuch as marital Status, etc. , are assured tn be the same as. reported on the fr..t _ -
one-year follow-up or at enrollment if they were also non-respondents to , .,
the one-year study, 1 :

One single woman is listed as ea housewife because she is caring for

her elderly parents at home, and had been so listed on the ene-year study..
and at enrollment.

When non-respondent information is included, the number follOwed,b5, the
, . ,..

..
initials NR (in parenthesis) indicates the non-respondents are included in '`

the number preceding the parenthesis. For example, 16*(3NR) means that three

, non.respondents are includes' in the number sixteen.

-4-
t

4,4, No one is 'classified as unemployed since the one respondent checking

th catepory is not seeking ',employment and is not head of the hoUSphold.
S . ... . ,./.,

No on in the Class of 1971 disabled at the- present time.

-.-",

-,' Ape and SeX; '

The present .average ages, medians, modes, and r g.es by-present occupa-
,

tionali,classification are 'shown In Table. I.
---

Both Table I, and II indicate that most of these praduates haVe finny
4,

productive years ahead of them
4 ,

in which to ;benefit educationally and.Sinancially.

,r4

I r"
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Most w111 have ample time in which to mere than repily the cost cf their

-s.. : ,.'

- .._ . ..

adult education if they enter the laber narket at any tine in the future.

,, ,,
ago-'The range ',of apes tends to indicate ,that there is no upper ape. limit

. , ) .,

for personS' who dekire to complete their high school educati'on. ,

' I

tt*.-

8

TABLE I

:, --P SENT AVERAGE, AGES BY OCCUPATIONAL ',GROUPS

..;
Number Classifitati47nT7. Mean Median = Mode, Range

CLASS. OF 1971 - t

FOUR-YEAR F,OLI,OW-UP STUDY .'

(INCLUDES NON - RESPONDENTS)

14(2NR) libuseWiveS 31/4. 24.5 yrs, -23:0 yrs. 21-71 yi-s.

Part-time Workers

e.v

Women 37.8=. yrs. 35'. Q, Yrs. 40.0 yrs. 22-62 yrs.

Full -time Workrs
i

' ....'..

Men 30.3 yrs. 24.1) yrs. 23.0 yrs " -.23 -47 yrs:
t-

;

8(3NR) Women 40.9 yrs. 42:Q' yrs. none .24-55 Yrs.,
,

.

Unemployed , .
'

Men

Women

Disabled _

Men

.' Women

41(9NR)' <..Total Crass of 1971

`.)

,

t%

, : A rr
cl v-4



TABLE II

,PR8ENT ACES (DETALL) AND SEX

-BY OCCUPATIONAL CLASSIFICATION

CC:AS-S:0F: /274;4 FOUR-YF,AR FOLLOW-UP STUDY

tiNCLUDES.NON;RESPONDiNTS)-
Classification Ape Male Female

HousewiV6S-- 21 , 1

22
23 3
24 2 (1NR)
25 1 (1NR)
26 1

27 1

28 1

49 1

54 1

71 1

Total Housewives' 14 (2NR)

Part-time Workers
Men
Women 22 1

25 1

31 , 1

32 1

35 1

40 2
53 1

62 1 "-
Total Part-time Women 9

Full-time' Workers
Men et,

A

23 -3 (1NR)
24
25 /
29 1/(1NR)
33
38' 2 (1N11%,
47 1 (iNkyj

Totil Full-time Men. 10 (14111

/

/.
../ /

//'
. t

/'
of

;it

.

1'7



Table II continued:

CLASSIFICATION AGE MALE 4; FEMALE

Full-time Workers

Women 24 1"(1NR)

25 1

35 4 1 (1NR)

41 .,' 1

43 1 (1NR)

50 1

54 likt,

55 1

Total Full-time Women 8 (3NR)

# Unemployed
Alen

Women

Disabled
Men

Women

Present Addresses:

Total Men 10 (4NR) Total Women 31 (5NR)

Total Class qf '197.1 41 (9NR)

The current or last known nAdress of the members of this Class of

1971-are within a thort driving distance of Maquoketa.

The ,one full -time woManvorker whose last known addreSsiwas*Maquoketal

is known to be somewhere in. Florida.; , She is a non-respondent to this study,

but she is the only one known'to bii.eutof state.

Nearly all members of this class remain in the Jackson County area -

at least up to four-years aftei pr_aduation. This reinforces our belief that

most of these graduates will remain in the area log enough to repay the cost

of their education. In anition, the local communities benefit to the degree

the individual graduate bencjits.

Table III records the detail of present or last known mailing addresses.

V

1S



TABLE III

PRESENT OR LAST KNOWN ADDRESS - CLASS OP1971

BY OCCUPATIONAL CLASSIFICATION

FOUR-YEAR FOLLOW-UP STUDY

(INCLUDES NON-RESPONDENTS)

ALL IOWA ADDRESSES

CLASSIFICATION MAILING ADDRESS NUMBER
P.

HousewiveS Baldwin
Bellevue
Delmar 2 (1NR)

Eldridpe 1

Maquoketa 3 (1NR)

Miles 2

Sprapueville
Toronto 3

Total Housewives 14 (2NR)

Part-timq Workers
Men
Women; Charlotte 1

Goose Lake 1

Maquoketa 4

Onslow 1

Sprinpbrook 1

Wyoming 1

Tgtal Part-time Women 9

Full - tilde. Workers
t

Men ( Bellevue 1 (1NR)

Delmar 1 ,4

Maquoketa 7 (2NR)

Wheatland 1 (1NR)

Total Full-time Men 10 (4NR)

Womeh Bellevue 3 (1NR)

Clinton
MaqUoketa

1

1 (1NR) - somewhere in

Onslow -1 (1NR) Florida

Preston 1

Sprinpbrook 1

Total Full-time Women 8 (3NR)

,Unemployed

Mend

Wo.en

Disabl_

Men
Women

4

Total Class of 1971 41 (9NR)
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Head of Household:

Table IV indicates that all of the men and two women graduates are

heads of the household.
,

A large percentage of the women are working wives who find it necessary

or desireable to supplement the family income. Of the thirty-one women

in this class, fourteen (14) are lisied as housewives which is 'less than

half (45%) of the women.

Twenty-nine percent work parlikltime and almost twenty -six percent work

full-tiMe, but only six percent of these women arc heads of the household.

TABLE IV

PRESENTLY HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD

CLASS OF.19/74 - FOUR-YEAR FOLLOW-UP STUDY

CLUDES NON-RESPONDENTS)

Heads of Househo Number

Men
Women

Not -Heads qf/Houselidd

Men
Women/

16 (4NR)

2

29 (5NR)

Total Class of 1971 41 (9NR)

Marital Status:

Table V resents the marital status - preient or last known - of the

1members of t Is class.

Three/members are single, two divorced, and one widowed. This is an

increase of one divorced, and a decrease of six in the single category (four

fewer single men and two fewer single women), since the one-year follow-up

study was made three years ago.
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TABLE V

PRESENT OR LAST KNOWN MARITAL STATUS - CLASS OF/1971

FOUR -YEAR FOLLOW-UP STUDY

.(INCLUDES NON-RESPONDENTS)

STATUS NUMBER

Single ,..
,

Men 2 (2NR)

Women 1

Married
Men
Women

Vidhwed
Men
Women.

Divorced
Men
Women

Separated
Men
Women

Total Clas of 1971

.4 (1NR)

41 (9NR)

13

Occupation at Enrollment, One Y ar, and Four Years After Graduation:

Table VI summarizes the ccupational classifications,pf this class at

three intervals in time.

,Interestingly, the on -year study showed an increase in the number of

housewives of five - acCo panied by a corresponding decrease.in,Tart and
4

full-time women workers. This trend was reversed in this.study, where the

number of housewives ddicreased to fourteen with a corresponding increase in

part and full-time wo keys:

."

21

`'

0.1
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14

I'

, .

[

. 40.

There appears to be considerable movement in and out of the labor

t .
.

market on the part of housewives. Two factors probably account ffir this:

new births in the family requiring the mothers to be home.and economic con-,

ditions requiring the wives to help supplement family incoriles..

One can see in Table VI that at enrollment, twenty-fiye,members of this
, .

class were in the labi5r market part andfull-time: Atone -year after Gradu-

ation the number in the labor market had dropped to twenty, while at four-

years,after graduation the number in the labor market i]ipreased to twenty-
-

seven.

TABLE VI

OCCUPATION cLAssiFiavrioN

AT ENROLLMENT - ONE YEAR - FOUR YEARS IFTER GRADUATION

,CLASS OF,1971 - FOUR-YEAR FOLLOW -UP STUDY;

(INCLUDES NON-RESPONDENTS,IN LAST KNOWN CLASSIFICATION)

OCCUPATION AT ENROLLMENT ONE -YEAR FOUR -YEARS

Housewives 16 21 (2NR), '14e(2NR)

Part -time' Workers

Men
Women' 7

Full-time Workers
Men 10

Women 8

.,Unemployed
Men

Women

Disabled
Men
Women

Totals Class of 1971

10 (4NR)

7 (2NR)

or

9

10 (4NR)*
8 -(3NR)

0

7,

41 . 41 (8NR) 41 (9NR1
,\
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Employer-and Type of Work at Enrollment, One Year and Four Years After

Graduation:

Table VII provides the details of employers and type of work at three

intervals of time. This permits us to view changes which have occurred, if

any on an individual basis within this 'time frame.

Non-respondents are listed by their last known (at Enrollment or at

One-Year After GradUation) emplelyer and job description.

An asterisk (*) denotes eithera job classification change,or promotion

observed in this table or reported on the questionnaire. A negative sign

preceding the asterisk indicates a chancre which,removed the,person from the

labor market such as one returning to the role of a housewife, becoming un-

employed or disabled.

Significantly, there were six (6) negative changes and six positive
s

changes between enrollment and one year after graduation. At four years

after graduation there were fifteen positive changes and two neratiVe changes

between one-year and four-years after graduation, assuming the occupation

of non-respondents remained the same as at enrollment or as listed on the

one-year study.

This table also indicates that thirty two of these class members have

been in ihe'labor market during one or more of the times they were surveyed.

Only nine of the women have been consistently clasi,ified as housewives.
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TABLE VII

'

EMPLOYER AND TYPE OF WORK AT ENROLLMENT, ONE-,YEAR, FOUR-YEARS

SEX GRADUATE

M 1

MF 2

F 3

F 4
.

F 5

6

F' 7

F 8

F 9

F ;10 i

F 11
,

F' 12

F 13

F lir

F 15

SFTER,GRADUATION

CLASS OF 1971 - FOUR - YEARS FOLLOW -UP STUDY

(INCLUDES NON-RESPONDENTS)

AT ENROLLMENT AT ONE YEAR AT FOUR YEARS 4

Farmhand-P'.T. laborer *Jack E Jill -F.T.. *Caterpillar -F.T.

Stockboy & carryout power truck operator
gt .

..:4, l

1
eY
emp

, :I

1loyed H*....W. same same

t e LOyed. H.W. same *H.R. Block-P.T.
tax consultant

4ti.-Edelman-P.T: -* not employed NR-assumed same

waitress . H.W.
,)

Not employed H.W. same *Marshall Fields -P.T.
sales' i

Ensign Coil.. -F.T. wire same same, (

picker
4

Crestridge Nursing Hdme -*Not employed-H.W. NR-assumed same

P.T. - 'aide

Not employed R.W. same *Midland Times-P.T.

i'

office & reporter.

Head Start-P.T. aide -* not employed-H.W. same

,Luzier Ins.,P.T.sales -* not employed H.W, same

Not 'employed HY. same *Bellevue School-
..

F.T. aide

Savanna Army Depot- 7*Ronann's Garden -*not employed H.W.

F.T. munition operator 'Center-P.T. helper

S.S. & R. Law Firm - same *Farmer Savings Bank

P.T. tax work F.T.ass't. cashier

Not employed H.W. same *Osterhaus Pharmacy-
P.T. - clerk

Not employed H.W. same same

24
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Table VII continued:

SEX GRADUATE

F- 16.

F 17

F 18

F 19

F ,20

21

22

F 23

Al 24-

F 25'

F 26

F 27

F 28

M 29

F 30

31

M 32

F . 33

M 34

.m 35

AT ENROLLMENT

Not employed H.W.-
cafinp for parents

Meinerz Creamery-F.T.
packer

Not employed H.W.

Julin Printing Co.-
P.T.-bineet

Self-employed-F.T.
babysittinp

AT 2NE YEAR

same

17

AT FOUR YEARS

same .

-*not employed H.W. *Welcome Inn-t-

P.T. bartender

same same ! ,

NR-assumed same
assemblki--

v

same same

Apt employed snme . same

John Deere F:T7weldert\ same *same-maehine mover

Swift F, Co. F.T. cann- same
inp dept.

'J.I. Case F.T.-tool same'

*samg,F.T. janitoress

*sane F.T
:
machinist

Tanpo -F.T. bartender -*Alibi Inn - bartender NR- assumed same

Taylor Plumbing -P.T.- *Jackson Co. Pub,

office Hosp.4.T. office

Not employed H.W: same

Not employtd H.P. same

James Schuelar-F.T.- *Service

. interior clecdrator

Not employed H.W. same

Caterpillar-F.T:-drill same

operator

Better Homes Furn.-F.T. same
delivery f repair

9 Not employed H.W.

Family farm-F.T.

Family farm-F.T

same

same

same

same

*City assessor-P.T.

same

NR- assumed slime

same

NR-assumed same

*Caterpillar-FIT.
machinist

*Shaklee Dealer-P.T.
sales

same

*B.L.Anderson-F.T.
truck driver

m.
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Table VII continued: 18

SEX GRADUATE AT ENROLLEMNT AT ONE(YEAR AT FOUR YEARS

M - 36 Roger Short-F.T.- *U.S. Atm);11y-F.T. NR- assumed same

Machanid
It

F 37 Ensign Coil-F.T.- 'wine
.-

NR-assumed same
factory work

\

M 38 Cate IlaAsql. tool sane NR-assumed same
4.analyst _ .

4
F 39 Not employed 11.W, same same

14) ,

F 40 Not employed H.W. same same(

F 41 Meiberz Creamery-F.T. same
t, _*Jr

employed-H.W.

packer

' 4

M means male

F " female

P.T.

F.T.
- _

H.W.

*

part-time.

full-time

housewife
ij

ti

b

job change or promotion

A

return to role of housewife or il'educed Partic-
. ,

pation in the labor ma'rket,such as full-time.

to part-time, or becoming unemployeder.disebled.

Stated Job Changes and Promotions:

The preceding table enabled us to observe individual job classification
#

changes in the names of employers or type of work. Promotions; at least by

some respondents, were mentioned on the questionnaire. YoU will recall that

fifteen positive changes were observed between the one-year and theyour-yeareo

follow-up study, while six were observed between enrollment and one year after

0

gradtotion for a total of twenty-one changes or promotions:



itie. 4 ..

ft; uafs reported chan'peS or promotions "as a result of attending* and praduatinp

0, , ..,
4 from the adult prop,ram."

1.

0' We attribute the difference between observed and stated changes to be

A

. 19 ,

Table VIII lists stated chanpfs or promotions - that is stated by the

respondents to a question pn the questionnairk In this table seven individ-

a resuityf the wording in quotations in the parapranh abgve.. Undoubtedly

many job changes occur.for reascins other than praduation, and in some instances

it is difficult to say exactly why'the change or promotin occured. In some

instances it may have been because of a complex inter-relationship of several

factors.,

_TABLE VIII

STATED CHANCES OR PROMOTIONS - CLASS OF 1971

BETVIEBN ENROLLMENT AND F,OUR YEARS AFTER pRADUATION

AS A RESULT.OF ATTENDING AND GRADUATING

FOUR -YEAR FOLLOW-UP STUDY

(INCLUDES NON-RESPONDENTS)

CLASSIFICATION CHANGE, NO CHANGE NO RESPONSE

Housewives 2, 7 . 5 (2NR)

Pa4-time,tWorkers
Men
Women 1 8

)

Pull-time Workers /7
Men 3 3 4 (4NR)

Women 1 4 3 (3NR)

Unemployed
Men

Women

'Disabled
Men
Women

Totals , 7 22 12

Otal Class of 1971 - 41 ?9NR) '21

r
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Number of Stated Job Changes or Promotions:

Table IX Presents the number of stated job changes or promotions. The

ten changes,or promotions in this table were made by seven individuals as

follows:

Two respondents reported 1 job change and 1 promotion

One respondent reported 1\job change and 0 promotions

Two respondents reported'3 job change and 0 promotions

04-respondent reported 4 job change and 3 promotions

One respondent reported 0 job change and 1 promotion
k

These are the same seven perg'ons reported in Table VIII.

TABLE IX

NUMBER OF STATED JOB CHANGES OR PROMOTIONS

CLASS OF 1971 -'FOUR-YEAR.FOLLOW-UP%STUDY-

(INCLUDES NON-RESPONDENTS)

CLASSIFICATION NUMBER OF JOB CHANGES NUMBER OF PROMOTIONS

NR 1 2 3 4 NR 1 2 3 4

Housewives - 12(2NR)1 1 . 14(2NR) -

.Part-time Workers
Men
Women 8 1 8 1 *-

Full-time Workers
Men 8(4NR)- 1 1 8(4NR) 1

Women 7(3NR)1 7T3NR) 1

On giloyed
Men '

Women

Disabled
Men
Women

Totals 35(9NR)5 1 2 37(9NR) 3 1
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C.

Total Number of Changes 6 !
rf

Total Number of Promotions 4

Total Changes & ProMotions 10*

,

This total of 10 exceeds the total of 7 in TableIII because three
,--

adults (same individuals) reported both changes and proMOtions.

Changes or Promotions Related to Adult Program:

Six of the seven persons reporting changes and promotions in Tables

VIII and IX again relate the change to the adult program as shown in'Table

X. One of these seven click not respond to this queston.

In the one-year study, five individuals reported changes of promotions

but 'only two V)1 these'related the change to the adult program.

TABLE. X

STATED JOB CHANGES OR PROMOTIONS REL4TED TO ADULT PROGRAM

CLASS OF 1971 - FOUR-YEAR FOL 1-UP STUDY

CLASSIFICATION DIRECT RESULT INDIRECT RESULT NOT RELATED NO RESPONSE

Housewives ;1 1 12 (2NR)

Part-time Workers
Men
Women

Full-time Workers
Men
Women

.

Unemployed
Men
Women

,Disabled

Men
Women-

Totals 1

7

1

1 2 1 6 (4NR)
,

1 .. 7 (3NR),

I .

4 3 32 (9NR)
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Total Directly El Indirectly Related

Total Not Related 3

Total Not Responding to Question 23

-Total Non-Respondents
=1 9

,
Total Class of 1971 ,41

'Income Increases:

err L

22

,

Table XI reports eight persons as having increased their income, one /

more than the seven persons stating job promotions or.changes.

T !

Neverthele$s/Xof the twenty respondentS in the.laborinarket at the time
.

of this study, forty percent of these respondents 'report increased income,

while thirty-five percentrorthem reported job changes or promotions.
(

Also of interest is the fact that eighteen respondents report being

better off financially in Table: XIX,and how much,better off financially in
!-

Table XX. This number more closely approximates the number of observed

--Changes and promptions of an'earlier table.
f

TABLE XI

INCREASED INCOME .r.
4

AS A RESULT OF CHANGE IN JOB OR PROMOTION

CLASS OF 1971 - FOUR -YEAR FOLLOW-UP STUDY

(INCLUDES NON-RESPONDENTS)

r
CLASSIFICATION SIGNIFICANTLY SOME LITTLE NONE NO RESPONSE

HOusewives 2 12 (2NR)

Part-time4Workers
Men
Women 1

p

7



Table XI continued:

CLASSIFICATION

Full-time Workers

Jo

t

11'7%,t
.23

SIGNIFICANTLY SOME LITTLE 'NONE NO RESPONSE

Men 2 1 1 6 (4NR)

'Women 1 7 (3NR)

Unemployed
. Alen

Women,

A Disabled
\ Men

Women

Totals 2 5 1 1 32 (9NR)

i-Total Reporting Increase Income 8

Total Reportinp No Increase

Total Not Regpondinp to Question 23

Total Non-Respondents 9

Total Class of 1971 41

. ,

AcLtional Traininp Beyond Hiph School Level:

-ITS the one-year study of this class; eleven respondents said they planned-\
-to contique their education beyond the high school level.

Thq,f8likyear study indicates that five persons have taken some additional

training 14,1,thin\four years of graduation. This represents about forty-six

percent of theme Rlannedto do so three years ago.

Table XII9",records information.

Others repotted on the questionnaire that they s intended to seek

more training, b.l.i914(1 not yet ne so because of small children at home, etc.

Some of these will undoubtedly dostat some future time. -
,
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TABLE,XII.

RECEIVED ADDITIONAL TRAINING-BEYOND HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL

CLASS OF 1971 - FOUR=YEAR FOLLOW-UP STUDY

(INCLUDES NON-RESPONDENTS)

CLASSIFICATION YES NO NO RESPONSE,

Housewives 2 9 3 (2NR)

Part-time Workers
Men

Women 2 7

Full-time Workers
Men 1 5 4 (4NR)

Women 5 3 (3NR)

Unemployed
Men
Women

Disabled
Men
Women

6"

Totals" 5' 26

Total Receiving Training

10 (9NR)

Total Not Receivinp Training 26

Total Not Responding to Ques. 1

Total Non-Respondents 9

Total Class of 1971 41

.,Kind of Training Received Beyond Hiph School Level:

Table XIII reveals the kind of training these five persons have received
or

since graduating from adult school four years ago.

Most, if not all, of these chcices appear to be vocationally oriented.

Subjects that will help them in their jobs or educationally if their job in-
,

terests require college level cpurse work.

1
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TABLE XIII

KIND OF TRAINING RECEIVED

XES RESPONDENTS IN TABLE XII

CLASS OF /1971 - FOUR-YEAR FOLLOW-UP STUDY

25

CLASSIFICATION YES RESPONSES TRAINING RECEIVED

Ipusovitives 2 Nurses Aide

Part-time Workers
Men
Women 1 13 weeks to become a

qualifiet1 tax consultant

1 College Psychology class

Full-time Workers t)

Men 1 Diesel Mechanic & machinist
Women

Ufiemployed

MOn
.. Women

Disabled
Men

Women

Total 5

_Wheike Training Received:

. Table XIV lists the location of where the training was received.

'It is important to note that with the exception of Company training,

the locations are local schools or local facilities.

It suggests that there are limits as, to how far away a son will travel

1
to continue their,educationo
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TABLE XIV

WHERE ADDITIONAL TRAINING RECEIVED

CLASS OF 1971 - FOUR-YEAR FOLLOW-UP STUDY

YES RESPONDENTS TABLES XII AND XIII

CLASSIFICATION YES RESPONDENTS WHERE TRAINING RECEIVED

Housewives

.4

Part-time Workers
Men
Women

Full-time Woi ers

Men
Women

Unemplffed
Men
Women

Disabled
Men
Women

Total

1 Jackson Co. Plib. Hosp.-

EICC

Nursing Home

1 H.R. Block Company

1 EICC class in Maquoketa

1 Caterpillar Tractor Co.

1.

5

Training Without High School:

Three of the five persons receiving advanced training ,would not have

pr probably not have been able to receive it without first graduating from'

-high school.

The other two persons received their advanced training through their

respective employers.
Lt
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CLASSIFICATION

Housewives

P, tLtime Workers
en

V men

Full-time Workers
Men

Women

Unemployed
Men

Women

Disabled
Men

{omen

1l
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TABLE XV

WOULD TRAINING HAVE BEEN RECEIVED

WITHOUT COMPLETING HIGH SCHOOL

CLASS OF 1971 - FOUR-YEAR FOLLOW-UP STUDY

YES RESPONDENTS PREVIOUS TABLE

YES . NO PROBABLY NOT NO RESPONSE

1

Totals 2 1 2

Total Yes Respondents 5

Additional High School or Interest Subjects:

In the one-year study, ten respondents indicated a desire to take

additional high school or interest subjects.

A.
Table XVI below cShowseithat five of these ten or fifty percent of them

'llad\actually taken some additional high school or interest subject within

four years ofotraalation..

There appears to be a tenden0 among these graduates to continue their

education in some pshion - either aflvanced training or interest subjects -

after graduation from high school.
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TABLE XVI

ADDITIONAL HIGH SCHOOL OR tNTEREST (NON-CREDIT) SUBJECTS

STUDIED[ SINCE GRADUATION FROM ADULT SCHOOL

CLASS OF 1971 - FOUR-YEAR, FOLLOW-UP STUDY,

(INCLUDES NON-RESPONDENTS)

CLASSIFICATION YES NO O'RESPONSE

Housewives 1 7 6 (3NR)

Part-time Workers
Men
Women 1

Full-time Workers :49
Men 6 4 (4NR)4

Women 2 3 3 (3NR),

Unemployed
Men
Women

Disabled
Men
Women

Totals 22 14 (9NR)

Total Class of 19711= 41

What Additional Hiph School or Interest Subjects Studied:

Table XVII lists the additional subje.cts studied,. The numbei7

uals reporting here is too small to indicate any'trend of choices. IX appears

to be individual interests primarily perhaps'for hp141-ies

tional desire.

t

qe.

orsome future voca-

I
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TABLE XVII N

!HIGH SCHOOL/ OR INTEREST SUBJECTS'StbDIED

'I

Y S RESPONDENTS IN TABLE XVI

CLASS 0E1971 - FOUR-YEAR FOLUT-UP STUDY

CLASSIFICATION r YES RESPONSES
iiftz

';14

Housewives'

Part-time Workers

Men
Women

Full-time Workers
Men
Women

Unemployed
Men
Women

-Disabled

Men
WOmen

Total Yes Respondents

4

1

' SUBJECT STUDIED

SUmnastics

29

1 L Photography

1 Business Machines

1 Photography

1 Painting

4.

Where Additional High School or Interest Subjects Studied:

Tattle XVIII reports where.these high school or interest subjects' were

studied. Again local schools Were the main locations, suggesting tha,t dis-

tance may be an important factor in attracting students for adult eve ing

courses.

4 ,

"17
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TABLPIVIII

WHERE ADDITIONAL HIGH SCHOOL OR INTtREST SUBJECTS TUDIED

CLASS OF 1971 - FOUR-YEAR FOLLOW-UP STUDY

YES RESPONDENTS IN TABLE XVII

CLASSIFICATION YES RESPONDENTS WHERE STUDIED

Housewives 1 Preston

Part-time Workers
Men
Women 1 Maquoketa - EICC

1, Maquoketa - Adult Even. H.S.

Full-time Workers-
Men
Women 1 Maquoketa - EICC

1 A ' No Response
ft

Unemployed
Men; .i

Women

Disabled
Men
Women

Total Yes F..espoldents 5

Better Off Financially - As a Result of Graduating:

While 6010seven respondents reported jrb chances and/or promotions
\

in an earlier table, eighteen report being better off,financially - as a re-

sult of graduatinc from Adult School. Table XIX reveals this information.

This number more closely approximates the number of observed job changes and/

or promotihns which was (15 positive changes in this four-year study).or (21

positive chanpes in bOthithe one andSour-year studies).'
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r
Women 5 4

Full-time Workers
Men 4 1

,N

Q
r #

31

It is of some interest also that only eight reported increase(' income

in Table XI while eighteen report being better off financially. The reason

ty *

for this difference is not clear. Eighteen also report how much better off

financially they are. This is shown in Table XX.

Of th4%.5hirty-tur persons in the lal,or market at any time (enrollment

, j

,one-yeqr or four-years after graduation) eighteen reporting increased income

%

would represent fifty-six percent of those ever in the labor market. It also

represents fifty-six.percent of the respondents to the questionnaire in this

four-year study.

. It would seem that more than hal (56%) of those graddates in the -labor

market at any time are better off financially regardless of the reasons.

TABLE XIX

BETTE{; OFF FINANCIALLY

AS A RESULT OF GRADUATING 1

CLASS OF 1971 - FOUR-YEAR FOLLOW-UP STUDY

(INCLUDES NON - RESPONDENTS)

CLASSIFICATION YES . NO NO RE PONSE

Housewives 6 4 ( g)

Part-time Workers;
Men '

to

I

Women 3 2

Unemployed
Men

Women

Disabled
, Men

Women

Totals

5 (4NR)

3 (3NR)

18 11 12 (9NRY
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How Much Better Off Piftlanc. }ft

Four resp dents rerfatt\l',eing much better off financiAlly, and fourteen

better off finarticIlly. Eighteen, then, repert being muchreport being so

or some better of financially,' and this numl)er is the-same as reported in
.

the previous table.

Tabld XX rep9Tts this information:

CLASSIFICATION

HoUsewiVes

TI\BLE XX

HOW MUCH BETTER OFF FINANCIALLY

CLASS OF 1971 - FOUR-YEAR FOLLOW-UP STUDY

(INCLUDES NON-RESPONDENTS)

MUCH SOME NONE NO RESPONSE

2

Part-time Workers
Men
Women -
. ,

-
.

Full -time' Workers?,

Men =r
,1

Women 1 1

Unemployed
' Men
Women

.4

4 1 7 (2NR)

S 4

3 - a 6 (4NR)

2 S (3NR)

Disabled
Men -i

,4,_.--

Women r . 4

Totals 4 -14 1 22 (9NR)

Total Class of 1971 - 41

Or

1
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Better Off Socially or Personally:,ii,

33

All but three of the respondents' say, they are: better off 'socially or

. ,

personally. Two indicated they were not better off socially or personally,
,

while one person did not answer this question. Almost ninety-one percent
r

of the'respondents indicate)beinp_better off socially or personally.

Table XXI presents this information and Table XIVI reveals some of the

ways in which some graduates feel better off socially or personally.

14,

/

i
1

TABLE XXI

BETTER OFF SOCIALLY OR PERSONALLY

AS'A RESULT OF GRADUATING FROM ADULT SCHOOL

CLASS OF 1971 - FOUR-YEAR FOLLOW-UP STUDY

(INCLUDES NON-RESPONDENTS)

/ YES ' NO - --NO RESPONSECLASSIFICATION

HousewivesHousewives

I :

Part-time Workers
Men
Women

Full-time 4rkers
Men
Women

Unemployed
Men
Women

Disabled
Men.

Women

12

Ar

0

- 2 (2NR)

'1

1

/

S (4NR)

3 (3NR)

10

r

Totals 29 2 10 (9NR)

Total Class of 1971 - 41

4'
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How Much Better Off Sociall4or Personally - As a Result of Luatinp:

Of the twenty-nine reborte' better off social or personally, sixteen
4

report being much beter off mle thirte eport being some better off. "

Social and /or personal b its may be as important, if not more so,

than any educational

as a result

financial benefits which may accrue to these students

his program. Certainly any improvement in self-confidence,

self-es em, pride of accomplishmbnt wouLd be aeons- these important social

or ersonal benefits.

I

4TABLE,XXII

HOW MUCH BETTER OFF SOCIALLY OR PERSONALLY

AS RESULT OF ATTENDING AND GRADUATING FROM ADULT SCHOOL

CLASS OF 1971 - FOUR-YEAR FOLLOW-UP STUDY

(INCLUDES NON - RESPONDENTS)

CLASSIFICATION MUCH SOME NONE NO RESPONSE

Housewives 8 4 2 (2NR)

Part-time Workers
Men
Women , 2 6 1

Full-time Workers
Men _ 3

401, Women 3

UnempicTed---__h
Men
Women

Disabled
Men
Women

0

15tal Class of 1971 - 41

1 6 (4NR)

3 (3NR)

Totals 16 13i

rig

12 (9NR)

2.-Li
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Table XXIII records.the responses to the question, "Do youlfeel the time
I

and effort you put into completing high school was worth it frolOa financial

.

and/or social viewpoint"
ti`

Twenty-five (780) of the respondents said yes frc.a financial viewpoint

and seven did not reply to the question. .

. .

From a social viewpoint, thirty (94%) replied yes, ohe n0,--dridone did------

not respond to the question.

It is apparent from the responses that the vast majority Of respondents-. .

. ...

do not regret the time and effort they spent in attending and grattatil*.fx0m.

the adult evening high school program. Nearly all felt it was' weiih:it sociapyi_

. .

and a high percentage reported it to be worth it from a financialivioWpoint.

TABLE XXIII

WORTH TIME AND EFFORT FROM FINANCIAL AND SOCIAL VIEWPOINT

CLASS 1971 - FOUR-YEAR FOLLOW-UP STUDY

(INCLUDES NON-RESPONDENTS)

FINANCIAL VIEWPOINT SOCIAL VIEWPOINT

, .. ..

CLASSIFICATION YES NO NO RESPONSE YES NO NO RESPONSE

Housewives 10

Part-time Workers
Men
Women 6

Full-time Workers
Men 'g

Women 3 .

Unemployed -i4

Men
Women

Disabled
Men
Women

4°(2NR) 12 2

8 1

4 (4NR) 6 4

5 (3NR) 4 4

(2NR)

(4NR)

(3NR)

Totals' 25 16 (9NR) 30 1 10 (9NR)



t410

36

Wise Use of Tax Money:

Only one of the respondents felt that the program was not a wise use

of tax money. Thirty-one (97%) respowlents reported it to be a wise use of

ltal money.

Table XXIV presents the diStribution of responses to this question.

TABLE XXIV.

ADULT PROGRAM WISE USE OF TAX MONEY

CLASS OF 1971 - FOUR-YEAR FOLLOW-UP STUDY

(INCLUDES NON-RESPONDENTS)

,YES NO NO RESPONSE

12 2 (2NR)

CLASSIFICATION

Housewives

Part-time Workers
Men
Women 9

Full-time Workers=
.

Men
...

_. 5 .1 4 (4NR)
Women ' 5 3 (3NR)

&.. . ,

Unemployed
Men
Women

Disabled
Men
Women .

To 31 1 9 (9NR)

'Total Class of %1971 - 41

Knowledge Improved:

All of the respondents reported that their knowledge had improved.

Nineteen (59%) reported much improved and thirteen (41 %) reported some im-

proved. No respondent reported no improvement of knowledge.
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TABLE XXV

KNOWLEDGE IMPROVED

CLASS OF 1971 - FOUR -YEAR FOLLOW-UP STUDY

(INCLUDES NON-RESPONDENTS) ,

:11

CLASSIFICATION MUCH SOME NONE NO RORoNSE

Housewives: .6 6 2:r.R)

Part-tiMe torkerS
Men ;

0

Women to, 6 3

Full-time Wikkers
.Men 1 2 4 (4NR)
Women 3 2 3 (3NR)

Unemployed
Men.

Women

Disabled
Men

Women

Totals 19 13 9 (9NR)

Total Class of 1971 - 41

Additional Comments:

Of the thirty-two respondents in this study, nineteen (59%) took the

time to write additional comments on the questionnaire. Eight housewives,

four part-time women workers, three full-time men workers, and four full-time

women workers make up the nineteen persons making additional comments.

Table XXVIdists the individual comments and are interesting to read and

are self-explanatory.

In the one-year study only nine of the ;respondents made additional com-

ments, compared to the nineteen making additional comments in thislfour-year

study. All of the comments are favorable and generally express their appre-

ciation for the opportunity to finish high school.

'`I
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TABLE XXVI

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

CLASS OF-1971 - FOUR-YEAR FOLLOW-UP STUDY

(INCLUDES NON - RESPONDENTS)

CLASSIFICATION COMMENTS

Housewives

z
4

r

No response

I enjoyed roinp to night 'school. I mould like to
go back and take a courseintyping after my little
by pets older. I took,tYpinp in high school and I
would like to see if>1- ould improve. Is there a night
school program c e t Bellevue?

'I used to w T at theCatholic School in the office,,'

//
hut now stay home with my baby. I worked at three'
Jiff nt factories before, took f

. /
'm very rlad I rot my diploma and hope to receive

some further training in the future. I would like
to /"TCOPIC an LPN "r a Physical Therapist, or some-
thing- like this so I could wcrk with people.

NUMBER

on't rerret rraduating from high school, my only
586irit."--h7=t-r.--1-Vn't.witen I was in school before.

In fact; ix I everhae someone say to ae that they
were coins tc ircp out cf school, I would seriously
sit .!own ary! tell them the disappointment an hard

times they wriul-d have without that high school educa-
tion. I can see the mistake I made when I droppe.
out cf school.

I was working but will have a baby. in April.

On the subject of job, other than,housewife, I help
'my husband work the farm. I help out of doors in
the field, etc. In a few years when my second child
is it school I wruld like to po into nursinp, Wdybe

take a few 9xtra courses in chemistry and bioloy.

'Although I alnuipot working at this time, I feel that
my completing* high school was very worthwhile. I am

planning to- attend college and having a diploma will

. make it"much easier. High school graduates also have
better luck findinp a rood job.

4

1

1

1

1

Ai;
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Table AXVI,continued:

CLASSIFICATION COMMENTS NUMBER

Thank you for helping me! I would also like to
know what other courses I woule have to take be-
fore enrolling in Nurse's Training?

I'm married new to a wonderful man, and have two
beautiful sons. I'm now tore sure of myself, and
try not to lock at the 11 points but the Flood
ones in me. My hus!-and has helped me a lot. Just
getting my high school diploma meant a lot tc me.

In my situation, that is, since I amnot the supporter
of a household, and dc not "need" to work, the re-
sults of this questionnaire may not prove to he very
significant.

1..

1

1

Part-time Workers
Men
Women No response S

I think the adult evening night school is a fantastic
pros-ram. I would hate to see it ever close as many
high school -!ropouts coul' benefit by it. It involves,.
so little of your time and is very enjoyable.

I work full time through the tax season. 1

I think- this 4:cry good program and I hope all who
can will take advantage of it. I know it has helped
many people in fifncial.way.

Many of these. questions dC not apply to me as much
as they would to a younger person actively involved
in working. However, I ?eel that the program is very
worthwhile.

1

1

I.do hope that in the future you continue with the pro-
gram. I feel it helped me and there are many other
people that could benefit from it, I am sure. 1

3

Full-time Workers
Men No Response

I think that this educational program is the best
thing that has happened to this country. 1

I have never regre tted taking evening school and will
always be thankful I had the second chance. 1

eol

LL7
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Table XXVI continued:

CLASSIFICATION COMMENTS NUMBER

4 I've finished hirh school and, have no intention
of going on. 1

Women No response F
1

I wouldn't have my job (I don't think) if I hadn't
pone to night school. My diplorn is beginning to
mean a lot more to me rinw. 1

I hope they continue the Adult Eveninp high School
for the younr peo-,le that dropout of high school be-
fore graduation. 1

I am happy I enrolled in n!ult school. I'm dAinp typ-
inr at home, an' I an still reviewing my school books. 1

I lc notthink I wouP have been asked to work at the
bank if I had not received a high school education.
I do the bnokkeepinr ant. was T;Cromoted:tc Assist. Cashier

as of Jan. 2. I had worked in Maquoketa for a law firm
making out income tax returns as a part-time job from
Jan. 1 to April 15 for 8 years. I still do this after
bankinp hours, for clients at the bank. I am very ,glad

that I attended Adult Eveninp Hiph School. I am more
able to support myself and family.

--z

1



/ CHAPTER III

Summary - Conclusi-ms - Recommendatio6

Summary:

41

This four-year tellofq-up study is the fifth and will he the last to

be made of"graduates four-years after-praduation from this adUlt evening

high school completion propram. Upon the completion cf the current school

year, the COPP;Y unit will he rec)rpanize0 and it isnot known whether any

other agency will continue a similar nropram or not.

To date, three hundied fifty-eight.graduates of this program have been

followed-up four years-after graduation. Four hunare thirty-five cf the.

four hundred forty-nine graduates, have been followed-up one year after gradu-

ation.

The results of these studies have been:remarkably consistent regardless

r-
et class size, class compcsitien,, or yeark graduation. There is little

doubt that nearly all who have graduated have benefitted educationally, so-
t

cially, personally and/or financially.

While adults can successfully complete their high school education

in programs of this type, these programs reach Wily a small percentape of

available non -high school graduates. At best, these are remedial programs

and in addition preventive programs-are needed. It is. a sad but true state-

ment that while nearly four 'hundred sixty adults havi pradua4Wrom or as

a result of this program, nearly the:same number, if not morel,' tVc;;e inued

to drop out of school. Very few of these recent dropouts have been served

by this program. The dropout problem is not being solved by this type of

program.



42

Hopefully, locaschool districts will becoMe seriously concerned with

the dropout pro',1em and actively seek viable solutions to this problem.

Admittedly this will not he an easy task. It will involve the pinpointing

of real reasons for dropping out and the sacrificing of some sacred cows.

It may involve revision of unwise school policies, curriculums, attitudes,

as well as experimental approaches to the problem. It may,involve changing,

course requirements and class periods or establishing work-study opportunities,

alternative schools, more vocational opportunities for high school youths,

or other as yet unused approaches.

In the long run, it would be better to prevent dropouts from occurinF

than to provide remedial programs.

Conclusions:

Based upon the one-year study and this four-yer study

of 1971,1 conclude that:

4

f this class

1. Nearly all of the adult graduates of this class wil repay many

times over the cost of Completing their high school education in
, #

this program. Most will remain in the same general geographic

area and haVZm4ny productive years ahead of them in which to pay

more taxes on increased incomes.
#

2. If sufficient motivation eis present, family responsibilities need

not preKent one from enrolling, attending and graduating from pro-
of

- -
grams of this type.

3*. Housewives move in and out of the labor market quite frequently

as evidenaed-by this class.
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4. A significant number of job changes and/or promotions have occurred.

Observed changes have affected two-thirds of the respondents to

the one and four-year studies., Although not all of these changes

and promotions can be attributed to the adult program, many of them

lean be so credited.

5. Of the thirty-two graduates ever in'the labor market at any time

in these studies, eighteen (560) report being better off financially.
0

6. Of the thirty -two respondents to this study, twenty-nine (91%) re-

port beinc better off socially.

7. Five of the thirty-two respondents (16%) have taken some training

beyond high school level, within four years' of graduation. This

represents aLout half (46%) of those who planned to do so at the

time of the one -year follow-up study. Most (60%) of these would

probably not have been able to qualify for this training without

-01 first having graduated from high school.

8. Five of the thirty-two respondents (16%) have taken additional high

school or interest subjects, within four-years of graduation. This

represents half (50%) of those who planned to do so at the time of

the one-year follow -up study.

9. Nearly a third (32%) then of these respondents have continued their

education in some manner since graduation.

10. Most' (78%) respondents reported the time and effort spent in attend-

ing and graduating from this adult program was worth it from a finan-

..

cial point of vilw: Most (94%) reported it wo the time and effort

from a social viewpoint.
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11. All but one of the respondents reported the program to be a wise

use of tax maney.

12. Most (59%) of the respondents reported much improvement in know-
.

ledge and less than half (41%) reported some improvement in know-

ledge. No one reported no improvement.

,13. Social and personal benefits are as important as educational or

financial benefits to many of these adults. This importance is

evidenced by the additional comments made by the respondents.

14. Graduates of this class appear to be as enthusiastic about this

program now as they were one year after graduation. There appears

to have been no "halo" effect in the one-year study.

`15. Benefits appear to increase with the passage of time particularly

educational and financial benefits.

16. Five of the respondents had received more than one job change

or promotion since graduating.

Recommendations:

As a result of this and earlier studies made of this program, I would

make the following recommendations: J

1. This_or a similar.program should he continued in this county.

A local school, district or some other agency.will need to sponsor

and fund the program, replacing the loss occurinr through county

reorganization.

2. Similar programs should be established.in other localities, where

needed.
a

3. AdditiOnal efforts should be mode to recruit students for these

programs. Adequate money needs to be earmarked for recruitment.
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4 4. SOce''programs of this kind benefit communities as well as the in-
,

dividuals involved, funds should be available from national, state,

and local sources to%estalish and operate such programs. These

programs shuld include basic, high school completion, continuing,

and vocational-technical education
*00°'

S. Studies of the dropout problem should he made at leca , ateand
40,

national levels. Knowing the number of dropouts isVenough.

The "real" reasons need tc he known before preventive programs

can be developed.

6. Area schools and colleges need to expand their offerings by provid-

ing - in the evenings, in the local communities, - opportunities

for adults to -take college credit and vocational-technical courses.

These should be available at minimal cost and With minimal enroll"

ment requirements.it ,

,

7. Local school districts should attempt tc solve their dropout prob-

lems by determi.nation cf causes 'and the initiation of the iecessary

steps or programs to resolve the proble6.

8. Local school districts should follow-up all dropouts and graduates

cf their schools, to determinelthe 'effectiveness of their curricu-

lum and other activilti,es.

* , J

'

9. Secoiary schools, parf ticulailn this,area, are in need of more

vocational education opportunities for their secondary'School stu-
4

dents - both boys andgirls. Post-secondary oppirtunities are too

late to prevent many dropouts from occuring.

0. While adult programs of this kind are needed for those who havg

already dropped out of school, thee' are At best,remedial. Preventive
I 4

programs aTe also needed and should have,a high-priority..

1
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,EXHIBIT A - FIRST LETTER

JACKSON COUNTY BOARD EDUCA1910N..

Evening High' School Completion Program

46

Administrator: James R. Gran Court House
Counselor: Charles Lindgren Platt Street
Phone:, 652-3213 . Maquoketa, Iowa 52060

A

Dear" Adult Graduate - Class of 1971:

A

Believe it or not, but four years have passed since your graduation.
Even so, we haven't forgotten you, nor are we likely to forget. We hope
that those four years have been exciting and rewarding to you.

We again ask you to take part in a four-year follow-up study and
hope that your class will give us a 1093 return., All,we ask is that you
answer the questions completely and honestly, so that the results of the
study will be as valid as possible.

Your participation it tlks study-will help us ovaluate the adult
program in terms of "long-term benefits, if any, in':the livha,of our
graduates. Needless to say, we de not use individual names in the,
report - everyone becomes a statistic,- but nn important part of the
whole study. The results of this-Study hill be sent. to the Educational
Research Center for publication so that the results will be available
to others interested in adult education.

Ff you would like a copy of the results of this four-year:follow-
up study of ypur class, just check the box "at the top of the questionnaire
and a copy wIll.be set aside for you when the study is complete.

,Please complete and return the questjohnaire immediately. A dela)",
means more unnecessary expense to our program, as well as a delay in
summarizing and. reporting the results to you.

4.-

Thank you for your considerate and prompt participation in this study.

j

Sincerely,

James R. Gran, , nistrator

Enclosures
1 self-addressed stamped return envelope
01 questionnaire (3 pages)

t.



EXHIBIT B. - SECOND LETTER

JACKSON COUNTY ADULT HIGH SCHOOL COMPLETION PROGRAM
Courthouse

Maquoketa, Iowa 52060 Phone: 652-3213

Dear Graduate - Class of 1971:

47

Two weeks have elapsed since our 1-year f011ow-pp questionnaire
was sent to you. To date, we have not received your completed ques-
tionnaire. We, miss ynd nced'your response!

We know that you want this study to be as meaningful and occurate.
as possible. you an help us reach this poal by returning your completed
form as soon, as,possible4

In case you have inadvcrtantly risplaciid or los'ethe first ques-
tionnaire, we are enclosing one along with nnother return self - addressed

stamped envelope.

Your participation in this study is most important, since many of
the decisions affecting this and other programs may be based upon the
results of this and other studies.

Won't you please take a few minutes of your time to complete and
return this quegtionnaire?

Thank you, in advance, for helping us to complete this important
'study.

Very truly yours,

James R. Gran,
Administrator

JRG:jm
Enclosures:

'1 self-addressed, return, stamped envelope .

1 questionnaire
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'EXHIBIT C
48

THIRD LETTER

JACKSON COUNTr ADULT EVENING HIGH SCHOOL COMPLETION PROGRAM

COURTHOUSE

Maquoketa, Iowa 52060 Phone: 652:3213

Dear Graduate of 1971:
11(

,

Of the Graduates of the Class of 1971, only a i6w haveAiant
0 NW'

returned their completed questionnaires.

Won't you please make the study successfq.by completing

your questionnairo now and returning it today? 4

Another fom and return envelope is enclosed for your con- ,

venience.

Thank you for participating in this sutdy and insuring a

100%,return.

JRG:jam
Enclosures:

1 self-addressed stamped envelope

1 questionnaire

Sincerely,

JaMes:R, Gran,

Administrator

Jr'



Yes, i would like a copy
of thu results of tnis:study.

Four-Year
Follow-lip Questionnaire

Graduates-Class of l9
jackson:County Adult Evening Hign School

: General information:

Name:

(Last) (First): .:(Aid1.110
, .

Present Address: .

(RFD-Box4Str'uet)

z p )

4 :

Present AgeL
(Sftai-s)

Sex:

Had of qousehotd::, Yes

: so

?tatus!,pilgic Marri

At ' Y!dowed

"SN1.6:sr,att.j

:49

or

Check one clessificat;o;, betaw ic but tit your pr.rt ocotpationel
status7--(Please check oniyeru)

Housewife-_(nt working.'for wages)

Part-timG1-46-rker (regula0y..:lork-part-timu)

Full-timutwarker (regulariprk full-time)

..,
.(temporari -exit of work)

....

Disabled (cannowork)
It

), ...
.

Ctncr classifiction not listed above (Please
/

_ be specific)

Example:

0 \t.

'1.

V' e t -,

I.'' ''. yo, umploycd at the prusert time? Yes
% .

,

, 1'. .4., C \, 6

'yt42/is this employment part cq. full-fime?
-, ... ..

*,..

If you are,emoleyeb part or full-time and arc alto a house0ifc, .

check part cr full-time werkur. Housewife 35 us.:d her, iodicateb
you do not work for wages at all.

'4.2111. If"Ve's:, by whom are you presently ,:rployea:
\

Part-time FL11--tine

cf E--yer or Fi:rm)

lc. If yks, gkr t f work or job description: 1



SO

2. have you had any change inn jobs promotions on the job in the past five
years as aresult of attending and gradua g from - Adult high School?

Yes No

2a. If y.:s, how many job chan-des OT'promotions have you experienced during this
five-year period?

Numbr of job changes Of promotions

2b. If yes, have any of these. job changes or promotions been a direct or indirect
result of y-)ur completing high school?

Direct result

2c. If yes, did your incomes, increase?

Indirect result Not slated_

significantly Some Little None

3.r Since graduating fron nice school four years ago, hay...! you received any additional
1-.aining or edu.:3,1iior beyond the high school level? Yes

3a. if yLs. what kind'of training or education have you undertaken?

3b. If yes, where did you r..c,fvo this training? (school, business, industry,

dOmany)

,7/ jt

3c. if yes, would you have received this training if you had not comnl,ted
/

inh

school? Yes No PrObably not

. 4. Have you taken any additional high schpol or interest (non-credit)
since graduatign four years ago? Yes No

ebjects

4a. if yes, which high scricol or intefest (non-credit) subjects di you stud/
after gra.Alating?

41:. If ycs, where: did you take ri2h school or interest (non -crud zubjects
after graduating?

5. Are you better eff financially today -then you v. v -,..r.rolled in the

Adult i----,rariyears ago), cs a result cf graceating' school?

5,..r if yes; how much better off fi %loioily? rwc No butter off

6. Are you better off socHily br personally (greater rfidence, more pride,
more self-este.!m, mere satisfied with life, butte understanding of the world
and others, gr.:ater achievement, improved atiituds, etc.) than you were
when yo4Lerro11ed in the adult program, as a r It of graduating from high
school? Yes -.No



7 Si

6a. If/yes, how much better off socially or personally? Much Some
/

/

7. Do you feel the time and effort you put into completing high school was wert",
from a financial and/or social viewpoint? Financial Iiiewpoint: Y,:s No

/ Social Viewpoint: Yes No

No better of

Do u feel that the tax money used to sponsor the adult program was a :,rise
it stment of tax money? Yes NO

Do you foul that your knowledge (of whatever subjeCts you studied) was im-
proved? Much Some Norte

10. Any additional comments that you may wish to make may be made_ here.

, e

4.

L

1

0

1..

I

)
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