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This report is- based on an analysis of parent reaponses to questions

related to factual information about the Virginia Beach 45 15 pilot program.

< '
1 / ~

. &hese questions were a part of a.more comprehensive questionnaire administered
to parents in six elementary attendance districts in\Virginia Beach Public
Schools. The qdestionnaire was designed to assess parent attitudes toward'

/ and information ‘about the 45-15 pilot program. Only one section of the e .

questionnaire was designed to assess parent's knowledge about the 45-15 program. .

(:\ \ It is the knowledge assessment portion of the questionnaire,that provides the
- » :
basis for the present report.l o ’ .
/(\ ~
. b ‘ -
7" .Charactefistics of the Information Component )
of the Virginia Béach oL ‘
R s ) 45- lS Pilot Project Patent Questionnaire E

DA -

- . . »
" - .
N . . N
= B .

eThe_information component.of the Virginia"Beach 45-15 Pilot Project
¢ ?arEnt Ques;}onnaire consists of fifteen .(15) modified true-false items
The modifi tion consists of adding the category uncertain" to, the dichotomous

truezfals categorfés. The nature of the data sought indicated that the

'

. ' . _selected ormat.would be the most‘useful means of collecting information

’

. concerning parent'information‘aboot the 45-15 program " Personal interviebs

fiThis is a preliminary report. and should not be considered "official?

s This/iqport is only a presenitation of raw data. What interpretatio//and
analysis areincluded .should be viéwed by the reader as informed s/3culations--
noU/scientific findings The investigator's intent is-to provide school
officials with as much information as possible in as short a time as. possible

i{s the understanding of Schlechty Associates that the present report will
dt be included as a part of the official-: evaluation of the 45-15 pilot
roject. Schlechty Associates will incorporate the data presented here into

a more. appropriate evaluative format in a. forthcoming report (due June 1973)
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The greatest 1imitation of the ‘true-false ftlem is the possibility of
the respondent guessing'the right answer, even when he has no informagion, | ‘ j
' Ca?efnl construction of each igem can mininize the degree to which the LoV
. resoondent can oick;up cUFs which increases the odds}of ;guessing right"gbut ) ;
guessing;can'nevet be comgletely remo;ed. Parentsaresponding to the Vitg}nia

s
R

Beach 45 15 Parent Questionnaire were not in a typical test situation however'

+

and\garents were guaranteed anonymity of response. Thus there were ‘few °

externalﬂconditions which would creaye a tendency’for re%pondentsqto guess

. . i
. y - -

at an answer. Guessing was.further decreased by providing an alternatiVe

‘
4 L4 N [y

by which respondents could indicate that they .did not feel sufficiently

ol ..
e
.

Do N
confident of the answer to mark either true or false.
4

The "uncertain" category was included on the assumption that‘the'addition
’ '
of this category plus the anonymity of. response wogld offsét most of the

L= difficulties guessing creates in the typica}\true-false situation. = -

Given the format ofﬁmany of the public ‘information releases issued . .

¢ ¢ ' -

by school officials, and given the fact that.these releases serve as a basis

-
0 . .
- .

for estaolishing content validity, the format used seemed the.most likely t o

-

L, to assure that the test would measure what' was to be required of it. Using

. TNy .
~ this format many of. the questions were direct quotes from school public L
- . > ¢

) . . P

.information releases and all the questions were' very close paraphrasing from

- LT . ' |

, « . I

these releases.
L] -

J . * .

. One of the purposes of the Virginia Beach 45-15 Parent Attitude'Sut%ey
., ‘ . -
is to’determine the extent to which parents have inaccurate information about

-~ ce Y
L o . . [ .
. the 45-15 program and the exteFt to which they have little or no information.

t
.

One of -thé advantages of. a true<false format is that one usually %FtS‘h'

conservative estimate of the amount of misinformation. The fact that a ; -

. v <

t “ - M . - . .
. respondent may guess the right answer means that wrong responses are conservative.
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estimates of the degree to which a population-‘is misinformed or uninformEﬂ

" * Finally, by including the category ' uncertain" as a possible responSe i;ﬁ

)

}t is possible to get a crude estimate of the degree to which parents.feeL

théy do not have adequate information to respond. Cy o ;

VALIDITY = Every effort was made to assure that the information component
. 3

r
of the questionnaire was valid. Content validity was assured through.a

. careful process of reviewing ‘all pub11c information releases from* the school

. ? 0

LY

and drawing test items from these sources. Once the items had been constructed,

%

74

they were submitted to a panel of experts who' were asked to comment on each

item: 2 The directions to the p%nel were genera1.but it was.specifically’

understood that the investigatdrs primary, concern was with validity With

consdruction. Using the panel outsidebmeasures of va1idity we
Although the nature of the survey and the 45 15 pilot projec_zif
F iy

impossib1e to follow a rigid format.for thevuse of expert ﬁ;“f?

Al

N ‘.5’{ } =
final check of va1id1ty, after. the test it}ms had beén deté.ﬁ

to make comments concerning c1arity, ambiguity, and comprehensibility
’ -'e‘é: (e
- T

RELIABILITY < The re1iapi1ity.estimate for the information component

Al

of the Virginia Beach 45-15 Pilot Project Parent Queg%ionnaire was‘derived

"»""f ’

through an application of the.Kuder Richardson Formé‘ jZB. The basic Kuder- )

Richardson formula (K-R-20) is: L

-«
- - .t

. et 4_’: i 4
2790 of the panel members were know1edgeab1e about year-round school
in general and the Virginia Beach project,in pdrticular;\ Two' of the panel
members were generally knowledgeable about year rqund school although. they‘
had no prior knowledge of the Virginia Beach project. One of the panel
* members, though expert in test construction, was not know1edgeab1e about

either year round %chool or the Virginia Beach 45-15 pilot project. N
- * oo ,.'.‘ ‘\ "i'. ) . 1
) ey , .
-\ “~N - . ‘ .? A
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WHERE-: N Number of items in test
" p = proportion of correct responses to each item in turn (or
) proportion of examinees responding in‘the keyed manner)
‘\q = ]- P 4 ~

lhe K-R 20 is a notably conservative formula for.egtimating reliability,

..

i'e., under .most conditions the K-R 20 will yield a reliability coefficient

that represents an underestimation. 1& addition, reliability eStimates tend
. /\ [§

to go down when the number of test items decreases., Short tests are

‘recognized to be difficult to construct, in a manner that will demonstr{te

- - 4 3

reliability., The facts that the K-R 20 formula is conservativé and -the

information component of the dueetionnaire is a very short test would suggest
!

that one could expect and accept a relatively low reliability coefficient.

-
-~

+In constructing this instrument the'investigator was willing to atcept a

reliability coefficient of 0;9 as being adequate and‘permitting consideraole

confidence.( The,actual reLiability coefficient establishéd for the test

ranged from .7163 to ,7946 for six different-sub-populations.4 n' .
This estimate of reliability along with careful attention to validity

suggests that one may safely place congiderable confidence in the results

of the'information component of the Virginia Beach 45-15 Pilot Project Parent

Qdestionnaire. R ' ) -

3raken from J.P. Guilford Psychometric Methods,. McGraw-Hill Book Co.;

New York, 1954, p. 380. o Do
. . ‘ ’ S
See Table I for a detailed presentation. ,
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~ Characteristics of the Popélation

. L T v s
The population, whose responses provide the basis for this repor;
consists of all those parents who had responded to the Virgjnia Beach

45 15 Pilot .Project Parent Questionnaire by March 2, l973 ‘On February

?

27 1973, all the families in the four pilot schools (Holland Windsor
Woods, Windsor Oaks, and Plaza Elementary Schools) and 203 families from

two comparison schools (Lynnhaven and Brookwood Elementary Schools)
received the Virginia Beach 45-15 Pilot.Project Parent Questionnair‘e.S

, . R .. . . [

' Due to the request of.school:offiéials that the questionnaire not be

-V f s .
-

administered‘until around March 1, 1973,.a&p the further request that an

interim report concerning—parent information about the program be‘submitted T

by April 1, ’1973 it is impossible to include in this report all the detail

that might have been possible uitg/a less constraining timé 8chgdule In

\
order to satisfy the requirementssof'school officials it has been necessaty Al
. * * ] \ » . ¥ - N s - N
. ] . N :
to exclude.from the population subject to this report all those parents who ' D -
s --" "-.’ . ’
completed and returned the ﬂuestionnaire later than Friday, March 2,.1973.

. .
- o

-~

« . 1] + . .
Actually these limitations are probably 'less important than it would

L] <

appear. for ghe rate of response during the first week was exceedingly high

Furthermore, the data presented here will be analyzed in more detail in a
. ( . % ’

“:subsequent report 6 Finally while all the responses from all the parents

could not be included in this report (the actual cutoff date for including

SDetpils concerning sampling procedures, questionnaire administﬁation,|
and overall design will be presented in a forthcoming report. The present
report is limited in scope dnd intended basically as a working document to
give assistafce to those officials in the Vifhinia.Beach School System who
must make immediate policy decisions. It has been understood both by
Schlechty Associates and Virginia Beach school\officials t&at the present .
report. would not be as analytically rigorous or methodolog cally sophis-
ticated as will later preseatations. : .

4 4
6This subsequent report is due June 15, 1973.
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inclided in the survey) indicates no significaht'difﬁérence from the ¢

Population that constitutes the basis for thig report,

More sgécifically, by Friday, Mérch 2, 1973, over 90y, QY all thoge
t

-

. -# parents who received g questionnaire and were a partiof this Study had
returned the questionnaire. There was some variation from school to school -

(the lowest return rate being 75% and the highest being 96%) byt overall
4 . '
- the rate of return was amazingly high, Even in the comparispn schools, the
( 9

rate of return was unusuélly high (76% in Lynnhaven ang 92%(in Brookwood).7

Jdistricts, Although one might prefer more time to make g more detajiled

aﬁalysis beforé'making sugh a statement, the evidence seeﬁé S0 compelling

-

that the risk of error is minimal.8 ) - ’

.

" : discussion
and analysis of this phenomena seems appropriate and it is the Investigator's

8The investigator feels obliged to make a pgrséhal Comment at thig poi&t.
"One of the problems the social scientist has when ynder taking research for
‘Policy-makers i1s that the policy-makér oftep has the need for conclusions —-

)
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Descriptive Statistics

Table I contains the results of a variety of statistical treatments °
‘ J L ] . ’

to which the data génerated by the information portion of ﬁhe Virginia

Beach 45-15 Pilot Pro}éct Questionnaire were submitted. . Mdch of this -

- . - . .

, . ’ . . . . ) ]
information is presented as items of general information and the details

will not bé discussed here. There are, bowever, a number of items which =

<

“dppear in.this table that are worth some brief comment.

-

<

As the reader probably noted,ih the previous section on population

.

characteristics, the investigator refrained from making elaborate claims

concerning the “population, partly due to scholarly precaution and partly

because the N is so 1argé -- particularly in the four pilot schools, that
. . ! - Vol .
it is difficult to imagine hew the purposes of “this report could be compromised -

by a criticism*of nohrepf%sentativenessfin the sample. Though more will be

said about tﬁe subject in the June report, the fact 15 that if the investigator

‘

had to base even that report on the sample used here he would be willing to

-

assert that Ehege is little likelihood of'sample bias. And the rgtd;ns of - ot

.y, Ve ~

. oytt . o :
. Questionnaires during the -second week were suﬁfialently impressive Eh;t the

inne report will be even less subject to sampling criticisms than is the T

v
- ! .

present one. "
¢ : \

In a previous section comment was made upon re113%il§ty’éstimate§. Table ,

I presents a hetéiled breakdown of reliability estimates for six separate'

populations. . i ‘ i

- - - P

. B (4
Eut_more important than these technical, details iS‘yhat the differences

[

in the mean teét scores between and among schools seem to suggest. There is

’

a wide variance between the mean of the comparison schools and the four pilot
schools --+1in some cases this variance being almost a whole standard deviation.

In addttion, the vartance within each group differs considerably and these

<
A S
) ’ '
3 - ~
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o A -8
. . © .
< « . Y
‘
. .

. , . -
. differences suggest, that there is mdre consistency of information within

. v

(?T _the pilot school popuiation than within the control school population,

The fact that the p;lof school populdtion seems consistently to have

- -
»

more ;nformatien:and more hccurate irformation concerning the 45-15 pilot
program than do®the comparison schools i confirmed by the distributions of

scores within schools (See Tables II,III,IV,V,VI,VII),

<

- . ~ - . ' \ ‘I
Mhat these basic statistics seem to indicate is that those parents .*

. 7 e A . v > = .,
in the pilot.schools typically are more informed about the 45-15 program .
than are the parents in the comparison'schoéls,‘ In,part the,increasé

« . + . . -

- -

v

(— ﬂip information is probably due to the.fact that the parents:in -the pilot

schools are more im@ediitely involved in the 45-15 -progrdm than are.the

»

parents in the comparison schools. ‘Indeed theé%%%mmediate inéolvement would,

‘ > S
lead them to have more accurate information:a¥ou certain gspects df the

[J oy -
.

» ’

. progréﬁ simply by virtue of "being there.' - For example,'one would expect .

S

that parents in the pilot schools would be .in i better.positioﬁ;to repond

to a statement Ilike: "Parents have been ndtified of the specific attendance
Ty . . ~

groups to which their children will be assigned." «¢ o

? [4

o 0 \ _\“ 1 :
.There are, in addition, some inteig§f!ng variations between and. among

. .

y

the ;ilotJSChools. The fnvestigator believes that’ it 'would be useful to *

]

. consider these differences. The comparison schools provide only baseline
data for a long run évalgftion of the effect of an operaticpal program and

can in no'way be canceived as a control group for purposes of comparing
4 e

1

.

y

" differential impacts of an immediate information przgram. From a policy..

point of view it would seem to be immediately mgre jfmportant to assess the
. . % .

- degree to which parents involved.in the program.have accurate information

-

than how much more or less accurate the information these’parents have is

> hd ’

v when compared to some less involved group. |
. ME . ‘
- IRV / AN ) .
4 B F, 12 L T . .
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. -Detailed Analysié . - ) . : ]

[}

'(:: . Tables VIII“through XXII Present_a detailed breakdown of parental

respondes to the infq;matioﬁ component of the questionnaire. In addition

. ’

to bredking the detgils down by school, the data have %1so been treated

. . . _ -
/ toward the 45-15 pilot program., These attitudes could be characterized

¢

as positive, negativé, or uncertain. In the compagison schools approximately
' 46.4% of the total population indicgted they were negative toward the 45-15
program, 21.1% indicated thy were positive toward the program, and 32.5% '

(A indicated they were undecided toward the prograﬁ: On the other hand, in
AN . ‘ :

the pilot schogls the stated attifudgf df parents ate considerably different.

Thir ty-one and four tenths percent (31.4%) indilate that they are positive
¢ . L . ~ ' '
toward tbe program.ﬁ35.72 indicate -they are undecidéd,'and 32.9% indicate

N

: * théy‘arg-negative toward the 45-15 Program-9 gtk

In discussing differences between and among schools the investigatar

|
1
I
|
v 7 . ’ -t
in terms of another variable,. i.e., the expressed attitude of the respondent ; .
¢

has avoided discussing,séatistical significance. The reason discussions <

of statistical significance are avoided in the present report are two fold:

)
g

IThese percentage breakdowns are close approximations of panentaf
expressions of attitudes as indicated by all respondents, but the reader
is cautioned that -these figures are based bn partial returns and hayge' .
Been .analyzed only superficially. The investigator is not preparedﬁﬁék .
say anything at this time-about parent.éttitudes toward the 45-15 pi}o;(
project. The only.reason this variable is treated at all in the present
report is that social science researchers agree that the accuracy of infor-
g mation one holds is often shaped by ones attitude towarq the subject of
information. Though it may not be conventional "PR wisdom" to say so, it
is the investigator's belief that information'alone will not change negative
attitudes. It is more likely that those with negative attitudes will
d?stort information in ways that satigfies their definition of reality.

[ 4

The investigator is not as prone to be concerned about inaccurate
information or lack of information when inaccuracy appears to be
systematically a function oﬁfnqgative attitude. - On the other hand, when

. individuals.who are positive or undecided about a program are uninformed
or misinformed it may be that some.form of public information program
would be helpful. 3@ g -
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First, the incamplete nature of the questionnaire return, while practically
oo . ) R .
(:: . unimportant, creates a condition which necessarily violates some of the

*assumpt{ons dbon which probability statistics \are based. Therefore, any

discussion of statistical signiqicance using Ye present data in its

presen form would need to be ipnsidered with %Ttreme.caution Second .
f “ the differences observed between and among schools may be, for-policy ]
purposesﬂipery significant although‘they mayinot appear to be statistically
significant. 6r,the observed differenq@sjmaylbe.statistically quite .

- . .t . .
2]

\

significant but for all practical purpgses of no significance whatsoever.

(j\ Those who must make policy concerning public infonmation must ultimately

- [y

’¥n

decide whether the differences reportéd here create the need for action
%

and no amount of statistical manipulation will make that decision any

IS
« .~ e

.less subjective. . , . v : . .

Ry * >
”m ' \ ‘ -
Yguestionzl (Table VIII) - Variations between the four schools in response

. .

’ to this question seem relatively insignificant Almost three quarters of

the parents indicate understanding that the -45-1 program will increase

: enrollment capacity. Much of the_misinformation concerning,enrollmént
r . * . . ;

; 3 * .
_capacity seems to be among those parents whose attitude toward the 45-15

program is negative. One point that might be worth considering, for some
< CoN ~ - ST .
o . reason, the parents in Holland Elementary School who are negative or uncertain
¢ § * : c . ] .
abou# the 45-15 program also seem to'be more misinformed or uninformed about
the effect of the program on school capacity than are other parents.
P B4
) -~ ‘-. & . ¢
. N\ AV
Question 2 (Table IX) - For reagons that are-self evident,,there is
i ‘ ¥ . . )
considerable uniformity in the paggnts'.understanding of\i?formation
] ‘ FEN :

‘l"‘p .

3 ’ y . .
i relating to selection of attendance pattern. And once again parents indicate
l . . ) : > - :
' R N S T oa
. é , w \k\} . N
~ - *{‘\'1 . .
A - 3
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» -~ [ " -
a uniformly high degree of accurate information although tHose who are

,

~ - . ! . "
undetvided in ‘their attitude toward the 43-15 program evidenced slightly

: e

. more uncertainty ﬁn‘regard to the dquestion.” It'might be worth considerihg °

the fact _that a larger prgiortion of those who expressed negative attitudes - |

toward the program had accurate information tban did those who expressed
) ’ N . '

.

positive attitudes_toward the 45-15 program.- : [ LN "

«
-

°

. Question 3 (Table X) - The degree of accurate information regarding this

- i . . ) .
question is uniformlyiand understandably high.3 Accurdte information

> %

M > o. \ N -
‘regardingathiquuestion seems generally available in the comparison schools

‘
2 2 . ®

as well ds in the pilot schools. | . ' . o

! ’ ’ J»-
. . oL .~ . a. .
Question 4 (Table XI) - The results of parent responses»to the question of

whether or not the pilog schools will have air c\nditioning seem to point

‘to the fact ,that air conditioning is an issue-of conside;aBlefconeern*to

Ql Aw' )’_

Apparently, there is something systematic;occurring in regard

> ———— )

to the air conditioning situation in Holland Elementary School for the

all parents,

- pattern of parent response at Holland 'is quite different,from the pattern -
13 o

° - 2

at Plaza or Windsor Woods. The pattern at Windsor~0aks’tehds to -lean toward

» > .
- . ! * ) R
the pattern at Holland. 4 - - ;

o

-~

There seems to be considerable apprehension.concérning air conditioqgng

Y

3,

in the pilot schools.

The pattern of response could indicate that parents

o

B v,
Y 10 . ‘«

simply do not have information about air conditioning, but ;he-investigator

e

«

[}

has coincidentally picked up some data that suggests that the problem does

-

-

o

not lie in the area of public information. From respanses ‘by teachers in

some of the schools and from a significant number of free responses on the
’ K ' .D\, ¢ .
parent questionnaire, there seems to be a strongvlikelihood that many parentss
. v e \

»

fear ,that the air conditioning provided will be_inadequate or will not work.

-




L ¢

.

s . . ) <
A number of parents took the time to write notes on the questionnaire
L .

indicating that, while they were genevally positive toward the idea of

“ T t \ﬂg

45-15 they would not tolerg}e their children being in hot classrooms.

AS

Apgisently, gome of these parents have had “some negative expeqiences with - |

-

air conditioning facilities in‘Virginia Beach Elementary SchgoBs. At
least these parents -- and some teachers - seem to feel, that $ast experience .

has been less than satisfactory and maﬁx}are apprehensive concerning

’
.

future experience.
. N “ . o

It is not the ta'sk of Schleéhty'AssociaEes to advise school 'officials

o

on details of the implementation of the 45+~ 16 program, but it would be T

negli5ent in the light of the data to fail to suggest that there ik a

P

possibi]ity that an inadequate treatment of the air conditioni:E\could

seriously effect parent acceptance of te idea of year round school. :

s . <

Clearly, the sitqation must be handled appropriately at the technical lével
N
but in the case of any minor techn1cal breakdown school officials would be
f’ 3
well advised to give considerable attention to public information in order

-

to offset distortions of fact and harmful rumors.

—

T -

Question 5 (Table XII) - This question seems to be a question about which -

there is a considerable amgﬁnt of uncertainty -- though little misinformatiSn.

Given the wide Wiriance of accurate information indicated by positive
AN . . : . :

parents, it is likely that some of the difference in parent information has

N

to do with,.differences in public information programs at the buildingllevel

‘.although~there:are other possible explanations. At affy rate, this-is a
. \ .
situation that may be worthy of some consideration and action. le

.
it
A4 .
r 4 M e
\ .
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Question 6 (Table XIII) - There are some-differences between and dmong the

<:> T pi%ot‘séhools in regard t6 responses to this qﬁestio;. On the whole, e,
hd%eﬁer, pafenté seem to und;rstaqd fhé scﬁoo} boards intention ‘to |
evaluate the 45-15 program.' wﬁether the Hiéh degree of fndccurate
;nformation and misinéormation'iﬁdiéated b} négative parents 1is in fact‘ih;

result of inaccurate information or misinformation is a question of judgement.
. . i > . ‘ .

.

It isvlikely that some, of the negative parents do not know what the school °.

board intends to do in regard tc evaluation. I¢ is equally likely that

some of -the negative parents know what the school board }nfequ to do but
(T: ' doubt that the school board will follow through: One negative'respondene\

wrotg, "The school board has never done or ever will do anything intensive.",

¢ ‘ &
Question'l (Table XIV) - Almost half of the parents are misinfo¥med or

y .
aninformed concerning the assignment .of teachers. There are some varidtiong/
! k:
!
¥ A
between and among schools and as is typical the negative parents are less
. I3 ‘

informed than are the positive parents,.- But even the positive parents

P pa ~PT__L__

"seem to have a low degree of information concerning this matter.
{ ! , (
. 8 o,

Question 8 (Table XV) - Clearly, the pérents are knowledgeable about this

“item of information and the fact that they are should not be surprising.
. . . <

.

What is interesting is that on even this matter there remain a few parents

who seem to remain uninformed. . . . = \\>

]
v

¢
’

v ’ .
Question 9 (Table XVI) - There seems to be éonsiderable misunderstanding

[ 4

>

abogé vacazions. In part this apparent misunderstdnding ﬁay be a reflection

of the diffieulty the investigator had in constructing a question that would

O . © N




¥
¢

R
allow the parent to,respond in a fashion that would accurately reflect

understaﬁdiqg. It is likely that the 45~15 summer va;ation schedule is
) ~

sufficiently different: from the traditional summer schedyle and sufficiggtly N

compflex that there would be

- ’

no way to assess the parents' understanding- o

[}

of the facts of this situation short of ggrsonal interviews,
Al

- LN
) \

It seems safe to say, however, that summer vacation schedules continue

to be a source of concern among all categories'of parents in all schools,
. A > .
-’ hd o

~

L -

Question 10 (Table XVII) - There seem -to be few significaqf differences o

between and among schools in regard to-spécialized programs, although

P

parents who are undecided about;the_ZS-IS program are considerablTxnbre

»

-

. . * X ‘
uncertain than are the positive parents and only slightly less uncertain ~ °

than are the negative parents. . LR T A

- ’q,i'
:n - A

38 *

> i . . K .
Question 11 (Table XVIII) - The school board's inteftion to keep family
’ 2
units on the same Schedule seems to be generally understood by all parents

and there is amazingly little misunders'tanding.

Question 12 (Table XIX) - Differences between and among schools in regard to

Whéther'there-is a sufficient

]

this question are probably insignificant.

proportion of the population who have accurate information is a question
o .
for judgement by school officlials, )

+

.
-~

% . 2 ) K] B
Questi%n'Lg (Table XX) - It would appear that there is a consideré%le‘%mg@nt
e
of uncertainty among all parents in all schools In regard to the duration of

«

* ’ ' ] .
the ptlot phngv of the 45-15 program. Until the investigator is‘uhlu to

4

LS
-~




T L - : I R | . 22

analyzé data related to parent attitude, it is impossible to determine
K4

~ . —-_— . .
{:, whether this uncertainty has important policy implications but one wqgld 7

: -

think it might. . > ,

. '
-, \ ‘

v

¢

<

Question }4 (Table XXI) - The question of the school board's understanding

of the effects of the 45-15 program dn school pperating costs is a'quéstion '

.
3

which seems to-create considerable confusion and indicates a great deal of

-

misunderstanding. Indeed, there séems to be more mlsunderstandlng toncerning

this questlon than any other single question except gquestion 15
R . ‘;L . ¢

- . . . '
- @ .
. . .
.

Question 15 (Table XXII) - Parents seem to be quite confused'concerniﬁg the

possible educational usage of the 15 day vacation cycle. The investigatoa'

] - 4 ‘ N
c annot “explain why this confusion exists except that school public.information

3

release€s seem to imply, or at least pexmit the possibility, that in the

N — ——

[ . 4 4

future there may be some enrlchment programs

<

. : . o
General Discussion ’ K

In general parent responses to the.45-15 questionnaire indicates that
. ,w- I 3

parents are well informed about the pi'gram. Apparently, parents in the®
Holland Elementary School are somewhat less 1nformed than are the parents

in the other.threc schools although the differences are not dramatic. In

the June report considerable attention will be given to the relationship
. b

between attitudes and information. It is the investigators hope that this ’

preliminary report will provide‘éata which will be useful in the interim
. N ’ . - -

period. - -
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