DOCUNENT RESUME

ED 109 145 -~ TM 004 571
N, AUTHOR - Crain, ¥illiam C. .
\\ TITLE Political World Interview (Short Version).
4 PUB DATE 74
. XOTE . 12p.; Not available in hard copy due to marginal
N ) legibility g% origiral document; For related article,
\ see EJ 105 039
. % ‘
EDRS PRICE- MF-$0.76 PLUS POSTAGE. HC Not Available from EDRS.
. DESCRIPIORS *Activism; *Adolescents; *Interviews; Manuals; °
. *Political Attitudes; .Politics; *Questionnaires;
: . °  Social Attitudes; Student Attitudes; Student
. Opignion
IDENTIFIERS *Political World Interview
ABSTRACT -

The Political World Interview asks the adolescent to
imagine a group of peoplé going to a new island where they must set .
- up laws and a government. The interview ther probes their reasoning
-by raising a series of hypothetical proposals and rules. For example,
- one item asks if the government should reguire all people to go to
church. Designed to tap the adolescent's. reasoning processes, the
items deal. with issues faced by democracies and governments
generally, ‘such as limitations or power, on majority rule,, and the
. . need for lavs and government. Also included is the Coding {anual with
t directions for scoring. For a related article,, "The Growth of
’ Political Ideas and Tr2ir Expression Among Young Activiste", Journal
of Youth and Adolescence, Vol. 3, No. 2, 1974, see EJ 105 039. (RC)
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POLITICAL WORLD INTERVIEW

wn
RS HON
-+ (SHO?T VERS 1ON)
{
i I. Say these jacks (placed in a bunch in front of the subject)
o~ are pzople, or groups, or whatever you want them to be, and they're
P going to a new island somewhere whare they wani to make up a new
i goverarent or country whereeveryonc can live togefher as well as any-
) one ever could. What kind of goveranent do you think they should have?
wtd Use the jacks to set it up. (Follo~ with gentle probes, such as
"Anything else" or "iWhy?" Try not to suggest or lead),
gggggg (1f after a while there is still no official government ask "Could
g 3;§§3§C they do whatever they want?" * Why or why not?" What's to stop them:
§§3 538g252 Anybody else besides those in the government?)
5325553380 .
E§§5§?§§§55 2. Wno's the mpst powerful on the island? Why?
fog358005s R
g§§“§ggg>a£ 3., Could helqr the government} tell tho others what fo do all the time?
683 §32813 Why or why not? ) KN
5 Yorodss 2
- ™:giz%48 4, 1f you lived on the island, could the government tell you whail to do?
What kinds of things could it tell you to do?
- i
F”f 5. Does the governement ever do things that are bad for the people?
(.03 What might they do? What would happen then? -
l-:'} ¢ )
o 6. Is there anything the government cannot tell you to do? "What? Why?
fmzi . 6a. Can it tell you to brush you tseth? Why? (or why not?)
) _ -
'ig 6b. Can it tell you to go fo schocl? Why?
(5
M '2 ¥hy might they have a rule that ali kids have fo go fo school until they
P are 162* : . '
£ 3 . . X
..
L what if a father said, "My kid is gcoing into husiness and won't need ’
school for that?" * .
R 6c. Can the government tell you to go to church? (why or why not?) A
I\* 6d. (Ask if applies) how come the government can tell you to go to school
e but not to brush your teeth? (or contrast school to church):
7. How do the people in the government get their jobs? Why?
T 8. Do you nsed a government on the island, or does it matter?®

9, Do you need laws on the island?* Why?
i What kinds?
E ¢ From Adelson, J. and O'Neil, R. "Grawth of political ideas in adolescence,"
* U, Perscn. Soc. Psychol., 1966, 295-306.
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" good rule to have?

-2-
vino makes the laws?

Can the people say bad thjngs about the Presideh?(governmenf)
or call him names? ‘Why? !

Who is rore important on the island the President (or government
or the people? ,.:iwWhy?

what i¥ 10 people wanted a law, and 8 didn't? What would happen?
(if says majority rules) What's so good about majority rule,
anyway? *

Can the government make the people vote? Why? What's important
about voting anyway? ‘

What if thera were a few more poor people on the island than rich
peop le, and when the government voted it voted that the rich had fo
give some of their money fo the poor, The rich people were against
it, but there were more poor people, so the vote won. Would the
rich have fto obey a law like that? '

Why? Would they have fo, or would it just be nice if they did?
What would be a reason:for a law like that, anyway.

What if some people wanted a different kind of government? What might
that be like “(what might the government look like)? What might
yvet another lookR like? .

Can they say things like that? - That thev want a rew government?
* ) €

what if the majority made a rule that nobody could dress like hippies?

In some places there is a rule fthat if you want to vote you have to

own something, |ike a house or something big like that, The reason

is if you own something you will be sure to care about what the govern=-
ment does because you don't want anything fo happen to what you have,

I £ you don't own anything, you might vote carelessly. Is that a

(1f yes) What about the poor people?

Now if you take the government you made, how similar is if fo the
U.S. government? In what ways? ...How else Is it similar?

How is it different? How else is it different?

Which is better? Why? Anything else better about i1?
Is there anything else better about it? Is thare anything better

about the U.S. government? Anything e'se?
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Coding Umual (Study I)
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she Tmes (2.1)

l’“)

s non~politicel, CO*C“ e étrucau:as, or paliticrl oand noh—political
L eauni level of dmportin Lieet Tusus 23y telks about ’itics, sthen

cople -cven tne term governm 0t nay oe Te-

233c on positive interpersonsl feelin;s——
ies and individuel péople--as well,’

azeut politics ver ng 25
Yhe o Us uallj is gnem
helpfulness 6f author

ZZ. conerete political structures wltp feu/no non-political strucuures, but no
‘-zer—elavionshins between structures othér than simple hierarchiceal structure
cerrixi over frem Type I (louer branch helping higher branch or doing vwhat higher

tranah sEys). -

-

Z--. Concrete structures and processes (1 e., considerable snount of discussion
stout hov uructureo or groups interact). Usually this type is accompanied by a
consiteration of what will work--but the defining criteria is interrelationship
wean structures with only 2 weak use of principles (Type IV).

AL

. - >

v I7, Principles central; usuelly lots of discussion and distinctions pertaining
* tc ife2l Vs, rezl.

$1ios=tracing abtitudes (#20, 21, 23, 29): The view that everyone will be happy
wizh & ueclslon. Tor exarple:

" (In some places you have to own something if you want to vote. Do
wou think thet's a good idea).

- - M ”

—at

Z3's a good one, .
(4a7?) o
. Zecause the President would like that.
- (Why vould he like it)
¢, because everyvody ‘else would too.

(3Maet sbout the poor people, how would they get to vote)

o

Verz

They would get to vote in some. places where you didn't have to
=ake rch roney.

(Score 1 pt, each).

ERIC
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Principles (Throughout interview). Principls is valued in and

Of itsalf, and is a gensral, abstract rule for behavior. The Kantian

philcsopher Hare speaks of covering -principlss. Examp1e3° "I} doesn't
matter; the peopls are supposed to run the government." "They can say
anything becauss they have freesdom of spasch and the other freedors

in the Bill of Rights." Social mechanisms, such as voting and majority
rule, are not scored as principles if they are valued for pragmatic
reascns--8.g,., voting is the way to get the best man into office or
rajority rule is to reach the best er quickest decision. Voting is

a principle, for example, if "It is-the way the psople have the say."
(Score 1 pt. each)

Biolozgcal'Life-auggprtive‘Ofientation (Throughout interview). Any

corment about health, eating to stay alive, shelter--basic biological
nseds. Do pot score simpls reference to money; reference must indicate
that the reason for money is fulfill basic biological need. Also, do
not score "building houses,” unless the idea is implied that shelter

iIs ncessary to live; it is implied, for example, in "If he didn't
respect poor peopls, they'd go homeless." Score only for necessities;
do not score "then people would fl”ht.

(Score 1 pt. each, On Q. 29, score 1 pt. for spontaneous reference to
life~supportive need; * pt. For reference sBter probing)e

Rizht and Wrong (Absolute ricrslizing, morsl realism) (Throughout
intervisw, but particularly ®¥s. 3, 4, 5, 6, 19._..)i. S says there is
a right vay--e.g., "The President can only do the right things," but
S cannot slaborats, except by citing examples ("He can't tell you jump
-0ff the bridge."). The. assumption is that there is only ore- right
waye If the S say that what some consider right others might not, he
is t aking roles of two people, and this is not scored. Also, do not
_score ;actual rathsr than moral uss of the words "right" and "wrong."
For example, do not scere "That wouldn't work out right, ths economy
would be in trohbble."
(Score 1 pt. each).

Niceness, friondlinoss, meanness (Throughout interview). Any use of these
terms. S 1is thinking in interpersonal, rather than logalistic terms.
(Szpre 1 pt. sach).

Posiers ~ ' .

Unlimited Support for Authority (Throughout interview). No limitations

at all. When.probed, S'may reply, "He's the boss." "He owns the island."
Score any reference to the fact that the leader makes the declsions.
{Score 1 pt. each). .

Arbitrary Limits on Authority (Qs. 2, L, and 6). Trying to limit power,
but has recourss to very unclesr, abritrary judgyments. For example, "He
can only tell you the important things'*to do"--without specifying how

anyone would know what that meant. Or, S just gives examples--e.z., "He

'
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can't tcl1 you to kill yourself." Do not scors Wpizht and wrong" here--
this is a separate code. (1 pt. each referance) |

/

i -

t
Munctionallsm (Throuvnbut interviaw)., Score reference to 1daa of keeping

society as a whole "in order," "functioning," "organizad! Muat be a gensral
idea, implying society as w whols is what needs to keeping functioning, not
a specific action, For example, do not scors, "Names (calling him names)
wouldn't hurt him (ths President),”

(Scora 1 'pt. each). .

¥ots: Throughout interview, except for Lifo-Supportive Code, refers tw
all questions after Q. 1. " ‘

I
{ 1
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. 'f.ned for Gov—“...ervt (Q. 8)

a) Govyernsent takes care of p;ople.

t) Govern=ent helps the President (thinks of government as person, usually
* saying govevn-ient is not necessary).

’ c) heeds government for prevention of vidlent impulsas.
1

'3) Necessary for organizatton--otheiwise things won't get done,

e) expresses some doubt e = e e .o -

(Note& Subjécb may score in more than one categorye~code all)e -

) Responoes to Q. 31 -~Comparison betwsen Ideal Government and U,S,

" e

ConcFete responses—-physical aspects of island (e.ge; size, or mentions

whxch is real ;

Y

,?grscnalistid responses~~Talks about niceness or friendliness of people or
leader, Talks about government as "nhe,"® .

Spscific institutions-~lMentions which has different or more inshtitutions,
but no ides of interrelationships. E.g., "The U.S, has two things in the
Senate...” or "It has more rules..." )

Organizatlon--ﬂlscusses the organizatlon of government, the efficiency
overall,

o

'Prlncigles-Anf mention of a principle (rlght,ﬁfreedom, rule for participation,
etce . ]

A
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Items: Iniire Inberview

De7inition: A eotcern for how psonle will in eract, with erphasis
on coniccs, closeness, familiarity, involvament, vrust,
care and coasideration.

arples:  "Zverybedy would know ezch other..." "There'd te
g Joed] 3
2 lot more pcrs nal contact" “"Trere co-ld be a
sensitivity betuwecn people ! )

3 point for general, vague con enis abont the psycholo ical qualities
'~ : p,
of groups,

reytd all grt alo.z. "There would te a. unity ...
5 g 3 .

1 point resp
T

, in contrast to % point responsss, typically
apnly to in 3!

onses c

graction bettern two patticulsr psople. Zut there
tions, wunere, the individuzsl's feelirg of telonging *

u descrited in sufficient psycholoriczl detail to

1 point clsssificebion. For example, "His feelinz of

teing in the group would e so close, it would be like feeling

part of a ferily..."

The Need for Leaws 293 Human Natuare

Item: Question 10 (Do you nced laws on tre island?)

Classify each subject accordinr to one of the following categories,

1. Ansters "yes," and indicates that hé considers mankind in general

-as basically dangerous, bad, and in need of conirol,

*

2. Ansuers "yes," bu% says thet wme eriminals or criminal beha-ior
’ always will be present,

3. Expresses douct atout the necessity of laws, especzally in the
future. "It would depend on how advanced socialism is." "ot
il the pzo le resiech each othier,

L. 4nsuer "no," laus are unnecessary, period. lan is z9od,

Can't judge: Insufficient information or difficult, mixed response.

The Need for Government

Item: Question 8 (Do you ncud @ government?)

Clessify each subject accordiny; to one of the.follo.-ing cateporicse
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,  The MNeed Tor Oovernmens (Cond.) \ ' )
. N ;}
1. Ansuers "Ves," coverament is necessary to c-ntral .
man, bto "Vexw neople fr-n fightins,""taking mora than their
share,"

2. Ansvers "Yes," but s-ressss oryanizabl?n. The emphasis is not
on ¢conflict, but on the confusisn which would rasult without

. rovernment. "Peo 14 would feel lost." "Sorme minimal form of
orgsnization is necessary." .
¢
3. Says that government may not be necessary in the future.
£
k. Mo, it's not necessary.
5. Can't juadge, .

: B Bidlocical. Life=Supoortive Concern

Ttems: Entire interview, excluding Q. 6c and 3he

.

Definition: A concern for how pesople will find food and shelter and stay i
alive and healthy. . :

Score 1 point for responses presented as a major theme.

Examples: "Well, first o all, the first thing theg're zonna have to
do is play how tbev're zonna nour*sh themselves. "

Score % point for vague or indirect response.

A Zxample: "You would need experts to get the most out of pvoductlon.
"Everyon~'s needs wouli be met (unspecified)."

o

Denial of Predicames’
Items: Entire interview, excluding Qs. 8, 10, 20, and 33.

Score 1 point for eazch resporse arguing tha" the predicsrent raised by
the question would not arise.

- -

ERIC .9

PAruntext providea by enic [ .
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Coding Manual -- p. 3
(]tudy IT)

-

Danial of Predicament (Cont.)
Example: (Q. 1k "....People becams suspicious") "That wouldn't -
happen; thay might be a little nervous, but they would
love him from berfora."

" ppis is scored both under Denial of Predicament and¥Personaliswm.

Principles
Items: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 10, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19a, 22, 23,
29, 30, 31, 32, 33. ' .

Definition: Abstract, comprehensive rules under which individwal °
situation can be judgede Ths Kantian philosopher Hare
speaks of "covering principles."

Score-1 point each.
¥
Democratic Principles: Reference to basic freedoms, rights,
equality,. popular rule, and representation.
¢
Examples: "My povernment would be based on equality."
"It would be run by the will of the people.”

Don't score democratic procedures, such as voting and majority rule,
even though they stem from the principle of popular representation,
unlass the subject actually states this principle. Don't score

for example, "And let's ses, the population votes and here's the
President...." or "In that cass, I'd say the majority has it." When
probed, subjacts sometimes justify these procedures on purely
pragmatic grounds; majority rule is seen simply as a way of getting
things dons, and voting is seen, for example, as the best way to get
in the man you want, The statement, "Voting is the way for the
people to exprass their will" is scored a principle; the principle
of popular rule is explicitly stated.

General Social Principles. A few principles are not strictly
democratic ones. For example, "From each according to his ability,

to each according to his needs," These are scored. ,But do not
score ambizuous stataments that are not clearly stated rules. For
example, "My government would meet the pdopla's needs” is a border-,
line case which sounds like a principle, perhaps, but it also is

a descriptive statement that could be justigied (and often is) on
pragmatic grounds--i.e.,"If their needs aren t met, some will want
to revols, so it!s best to meet them,"
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; R anv valuss Ss eKJ"bao, such as p*on;n loving each other, carlnr ahout 3
. ’ each ot her, aw* trasting each otli'r, also may have principles behind them;. - -
: "Bt are not seared es Principles nloss they are stated as abstract; :
i - Gomprahensive rules.
: ' Ssores "I would be, based cnthe conceph of brotherhood.”" VIt -
i ) ) . would be based on a love of people rafhor than a lové of :
L - dollars," - ;
: 7 7 J . ' )
: R Do not score: "They wouldn't do that bncauoe they would feel more. Tt
: - like br:tnn“s and sistars." “They would léve him from- .
; L befora," . T ek
VA e ) : C. g =
2 . ’ . - T
: s Respo 1568 to Qe 35 (COﬂoarina Id°a1 Societies to U,-S. )--Dlstance frcn -
- o bovernmont in UsSs and Lack Opwortuﬂlty for Povula‘ Parth}patlon, R
i SR Score these tbeves, 1. point .eachs. . ) , - .
x . - - R . ¥ ‘;
e Distance: '"Ey gove razent-w ovld be dlfferer{t the govnrnment =
SN now is out there and ‘avay instead of belnn here vlth me. -
) 7 Blockd participstisn: "The people would have a greater say ifi mine" .
S ) . :
L3 )‘ i‘
“~ .
)
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“ftams: See Political Asctivisz .Intervies - .

R A

‘Definition: “xtent of pnreici oition in rqdicﬂl 1ﬁft~ ny

.. politics.
I,\\l point for-each tima attended rally or public ne tinng
rotesting pudlic policy. Lhaximum = L pointse )
3, 1 point for each time azed in picketing on behalf
of a cause xaxiwam \\4 yointo.

C.. U~po*nu, for ens "m.5 in 01"11 disobedlienc leading to

aarrest or jaild (1u t have been 1ntbntionq1)

Pi. 4 points Por ective, ontinuln~ vombcrsni 1n orcqniu‘

: Z?tion or social action o“ojnct. For- exwﬂo1v. comnu-,~“
nity stora froat, socialist ormanization.. Fust have

0

bacn memboer for 3 montas. Do noL acore, *i went to
some meetings off and,On to see “What it wes 11kc
- \ .

2 poinus for currant Danuersnin 1n nrogoct or or~ﬂniz“tion :

wnere membersnip has been less than 3 months (oru,nizay»
is 1on¢-tcrr) /

:\_ Einx ’v\atﬁ tions, si t“i'n-,ri'n, or Other . °
orgﬂnlza01 onal Work for particulax $oal Euch as gouo_ng
'for POOT . =

sch n6rec short-term prO1CCu--Fﬂy have
~
W

1 point for past membership in long~teérm orzanization,
neho~rehip tnrdinztnd. ‘- T

Heximim = I points.

7/ L3

;4wj-,qNote~-narficin°uion is scored only for activitieu outaide

[T
I o

24 - -

conVent10311 politics. Do not score, for ekanple:
work for mcGovern or Lindzey or ;or charity drives.:

»




