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E RETRIEVER
\ *Clearinghouse on

Rural
-Education and

U S. DEEARTMENT OF HEALTH,
EDUCATION & WELFARE
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF

EOuCATION
THIS DOCUMENT HAS SEEN REPRO
DUCED EXACTLY AS RECEIVED FROMTHE PERSON OR ORGANIZATION

OR 1Gf NATiNC. 1T POINTS OF VIEWOR OPINIONS
STATED 00 NOT. NECESSARILY REPRESENT OFFICIAL NATIONAL

INSTITUTE OFEDUCATIQN POSITION OR POLICY

Small
Schools

-AN- OPEN LETTER- TO THE EDUCATIONAL COMMUNITY

OUR PRESNT.STATUS

Three months into the second year of
operation we at the Clearinghouse haVe

accomplished most of the outlined goals as
we strive =for the ultimate in service to
you. At the p esent time a broad selection
Of documents Is acquired and' additional
items arriv daily. Two major and several
minor bi rographies are completed. Our
daily outine includes visitors- seeking
advic- in all aspects- of education. Lt

must e noted that teachers are our most

interested- patrons. This is gratifying,
as -the Clearinghouse personnel feel that
they can provide a =great service to the

small- school teachers whose professional
literature resources are sometimes quite

limited. Our daily mail brings- requests

from all -of the states and ,many foreign

lands. ,Though still limited in the capa-
bility of retrieval, request are pro-

cessed on a "first come, first served"

basis. If you are in this area please

drop .in and pay us a visit.

WE NEED HELPH !III!
, As the stream of documents continues

to flog into the Clearinghouse it becomes

quite apparent that many voids exist in -sub-

ject coverage.It is felt that many of =these

itz areas have q..wlity writings that must be
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made available. The CRESS responsibility
is to make available to- t e- e u5ator

those reports, papers, conference notes,'
speeches, etc.,that, fall into -the for-rowing

categories: (a) Research, _demonstration,

and-other descriptive materials on= =cur'ri --

culum having particular relevance to, and

usefulness in, the rural or small school

setting. (b) Ethnic, cultural, social 6r

economic information- foundational -to _under-

standifi'g, and identifying needs in -rural

schooling. (c) Indian education. -(d) Edu-

cation of agricultural migrants. (e) Ter-

ritorial schools.

We realize that many documents -may

seem pertinent only to your -local situation

but allow us to judge their relevance. Our

supply of documents is growing but your
contributions could cause an avalanche we

would welcome. It is only through a mutual
exchange- of information that your Clearing-
house can serve everyone promptly. If you

have completed any research which might be
pertinent,or if you know of documents which
you feel should be in- the system, please

send Us two copies of the documents or ad-
vise us how they may be obtained. We must
have -the author's name,date of publication,
place of publication and publisher.

A UNIT OF THE NATIONAL ERIC SYSTEM SUPPORTED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF
. HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE, OFFICE OF EDUCATION
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THE RETRIEVER,is a publication of the

ERIC Clearinghouse on Rural Education and
Small Schools.. The Clearinghouse is

1dcated at New Mexico State University,
P.O. fox 3AP, Las Cruces, New Mexico,88001.

Staff: Director, Alfred M. Potts, 2d;
Assistant Directors, Edgar B. LharleS (Sub-
ject Specialis ) and D. Carroll I-111 (Sys-
tems Specia 'st); Assistant--0p7rations,
W..A. Nygar ; ,Senior Abstractor, Charlotte
Loomis.- -Research Associates: Ellis Scott,.
StanleyFrame, Jack Swicegood, John Munson,
Betty-R. Rios and James Howell. Secretar-
ies: 'Pauline Terry and Alice Ortega.
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QUESTIONS?????n????

One of the prob4ems which faces us as
we try to answer your information requests
is. the manner in which the requests are
phras edale a s e_remembe-rth atthemore
specific your request is the more specific
our reply can be. For example, some actual
requests we have received include the fol-
lowing:

"T am -a VISTA worker in the mountains

of , Send me something to help 1/

me inmyholler."

"Send-me your information about small

school and :rural education."

"I am graduating from Univer-

sity in ''sBig City' in-June, and have never

=bebn away froM home. I want to-help rural

:peppleso I have accepted -a job-on the

_Navajo- Reservation in- the 'fa -1L. If you-

think there is anything I should know,

please send me the information."

The impossibility of providing adequate
replies to these questions must be evident

to every reader. On the other-hand speci=

fid requests that we have received-have
been framed in thq following- manner:-

"What information- do you have on

teaching arithmetic to fifth'grade students
in a remote rural school in the southwest?"

i"What publications do you- have -by

Rosalie Wax?" \

"What information -can you supply about
students' attitudes in rural schools?"

"What material is available from your
Clearinghouse 'in the area of educational
facilities for migrant children, in the

Southeast?"

Questions of this nature permit us to
serve you better, and there is no limit to
the number of questions you may ask It

would be far better to send adozen speci-
fic questions than one very broad one. So,

send your questions in. As, completely as

document storage permits and as rapidly -as

possible, we shall identify for you the
location of the information you seek.

PROFESSIONALLY SPEAKING

A funny thing happened to me the other
day. A staff member poked his head in my
office door and exclaimed,"The DJF for that
descriptei i on ED 131303 is back from NAA,
but the Mr went through B -and H processing.
What'll we -do?" -Well, thatwasa-most-t
unusual situation, but, to my colleagte's

_amazement I leaned back and rolled .a peal,

of laughter. ' "What's -so funny?" he queried

irately. Sure, I knew what he meant. =But

here was a very real example of how profes-
sionals become strictured, sometimes narrow
in /the view of laymen. So I explained to
my'educator friend,"Now I know why Charlie
Hanson was-so concerned about his 4th grade
class the other day. He worked hard for an
entire period trying tocreate understanding
in his'children on- one little idea. You

know why- he failed?,:Charlie communicates
his ideas in professional jargon. The kids

just couldn't follow him:"

"Well," says my friend, "it sure is

convenient for us tc use acronyms and such:"

"Yeah," I replied,' but don't carry- too

much ,of it home with you, You'll soon be
alienated from your wife, kids and neigh-

bors."

"Do believe you're right," he mumbled 1

as he ambled away wagging- his head.' And I
caught his last drifting selfLdeprecationt
"And I'm a teacher, too!"

-BIBLIOGRAPHY-

INDIAUEDUCATION-

RC 000 -11 -2

WAX, R. H. OgiaZa Sioux Dropouts and

Their Problems with Educators. Lawrence,

Kansas: University of Kansas, 24:Pgs
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YOU NEED 'RESEARCH IN EDUCATION! RIE is published monthly -s a catalog
listing the best current documents acquired by the eighteen clearing-
houses in the ERIC system. A resume of each report is entered and in-
struction provided for individual. acquisition= of the Material in hard
copy or micro-fiche. This publication is a must for teachers, admini
strators, researck,specialists, and others in the educational community.
A sample resumcLand a subscription form are shown for your convenience.

ResuMe Form

ED 010 x.744 RC 000 682
Bilingualism--A Problem or an Asset4
By Knowlton, Clark S. ; , Pub Date 8 Dec 65

Edrs Price MF--$0.09 HC--$0.52 13 pL.

Descriptors--*Bilingualism, *English (second language),
CulturaisBackground, Cultural Factors, Learning Diffi-
culties, New Mexico Schools, Non-gnglis4 Speaking,
.seTIL:EA, Texas Schools,

The authdr discusses the problems rather than the
assets associated with bilingualism in New 'Mexico and
Texas schools. He states that many Spanish-speaking
students do not learn because the schools are biased
agains" them in'the following ways: (l) the low taxing
ability of the communi ty provides only for,ill-staffed
and ill-equipped schools, (2) the students cannot learn
other subject matter as expected, before they master
English, and (3) Spanish-Speaking children learn to re-
gard their native language and-culture as inferior to

that of the Anglo- Americans -. The author concludes that
the schools should teach- these students in their na-
tive language while .they are -mastering English, to

enable them to learn other subject matter earlier and
develop an appreciation of their native language and
culture. He. suggests that creative synthesis of the
Southwest cultures will produce classrooms in which
the fullest potential of the- Anglo-American, Mexican -
American, -and Indian cultures will be attained. This
41s- a speech prepared for delivery to, the meeting of
staff and faculty of Anthony School District (Anthony,
New Mexico, December 8, 1965). (GL).

Mail order form to:

Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, 20402

Enclosed find $ (check or money order). Please enter my subscription
to RESEARCH IN EDUCATIONITT, domestic; $13.7P, foreign, per year (12 issues).
Single copy: $1, domestic. K

.

For use of'Supt. Docs.
Name

Address

City, State and Zip Code
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Abstracts of documents listed in THE RETRIEVER are available to -you by checking the

appropriate item on tear sheet, If you desire to be placed on our mailing-list, please

check as indicated below.

Clearinghouse on Rural Education and Small Schgol
New Mexico State University, P.O. Box AP

Las Cruces,%New Mexico 88001

I

.Please provide copies of abstracts for each

Re 000 255
RC 000 894
RC 000-045

RC 000 112
RC 000 151
RC 000 843-
RC 000 253

Include us on your mailing list

3

document checked:

RL 000 -150

RC 000 545
RC-000 991'---

(Name and position

RC 000 769=

-RC 000 900"'"
RC 001 249-"--

(Address)
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Ab.

FOR TEACHERS ONLY

In your daily work there is a constant
relationship with innovative procedu;es and ,

change in the art of teaching. At Present
there are thousands 4, Small School teachers
in the United States, zll struggling with'
similar preblems.'Through our Clearinghouse
you may exchange yourapproachesx-SoiVing
these problems by contributin pers, re-
ports, and-other media which w u d-be us-e7
ful to ybur fellow workers-. Clearing-
house in turn will make available on an
individual basis_ the -material we_gather
through use =of bibliographies., abstracts,
micro- fiche-or hard-copy upon-your request.
Take an-inventory today ;on' changes yOu_have
incorporated in- the ,past. seven years_and
submit the-results_ of -any studies you-may
-hav ,completed. It is this type -of fugitive
-ma erial in, the hands of the practitioner
th t will contribute to the succets-of=CRESS-
-se Vices_. Our. ability to- respond to your
in ULELe.s-4Slimited-onIy=by. the capabili-
ties inherent in the contributed materials.
The educational-Tot of stew is-being -pre-
pared. What ingredient'will you provide?

"POTPOURRI"

The Clearinghouse 'enjoyed a visit by
Harvey Marron, Chief of ERIC, during August.
The exchange of information -will prove most
benefidial in future operations'.

Two groups of Brazilian educators -pre-
sently at the University ofWisconsin will

be here for two-day programs. ---in October
and-November.

ER I_C
Clearinghouse on-Rural -Education and Small Schools

NEW MEXICO STATE UNIVERSITY
BOX AP, University Park Branch
Las Cruces, New-Mexico 88001

O

4

N

As of this issue THE RETRIEVER will.
apyear in a minimum of .sight issues each
year. Your opinions and suggestions are

earnestly solicited for incorporatibn in

later issues.

To, not forget the `Department of-Rural:-

Education meeting at Oklahoma-City,_ October
1--4 We shall see you there.

NONPROFMORG.
LL S. POSTAGE

-P A I D-
Las Cruces, N.M.

-PerrnitrNo. 9
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INNOVATION IN THE SMALL RURAL SCHOOL
EDGAR B. CHARLES

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR-SUBJECT SPECIALIST

October 1967

The fact of smallness gives the necessarily remote rural school advantages

L that may aid in overcoming handicaps. Two outstanding advantageF possessed by

the rural school are opportunity for individualized attention to the student and

for flexibility in programming. Not being automatic results Of smallness or of

rurality, these must be carefully cultivated. The potential is there for the

using. This article focuses attention on what some small- schools are attempting.

Thfre best known of the collective effort programs of the contemporary period

include:

The Catskill Area Project in Small School Design :(Oneonta, New York)'

The Oregon.Small Schools Project (Salem, Oregon)

The Rural School ImprOvementPrOject (Berea College, Kentucky)
The Texas Small School i Project (Texas Education Agency, Austin)
The Upper Midwest -Small Schools Project (University of North Dakota),

The Upper Susquehanna Valley Project (Bucknell University, Pennsylvania)
Western States Small. School Project (New Mexico, Colorado, Arizona,

Utah, and' Nevada)- \

These projects have attempted demonstration of innovative ideas in many

areas. Their scheduling innovations, however, may be the best known. Sched-

uling for' the learner's =advantage appears as a major, goal of all- efforts,.

Traditional rigidity is abandoned. Various devices have been tried, including

block of time scheduling. This involves revision of class periods to time

modules that may vary from thirty .to ione -hundred-twenty minutes each. Modules

may 'be manipulated by the number per day or vary from day to day_. Some-classes

may have multiple meetings one day and skip other days. Rdtation of class per-

iods and .floating periods have been tried. No one system will =work equally

s well in every school. Each school- can experiment to, determine what variations

will fit best the needs of its particular situation. No one- plan should be

,expected to remain a practice without another revision of the innovation
, .

A UNIT OF THE NATIONAL ERIC SYSTEM SUPPORTED \BY THE DEPARTMENT OF

HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND' WELFARE, OFFICE OF EDUCATION
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Out of the scheduling experimentation, there has been stimulation to

develop other practices. Team teaching has become important; particularly in

croSs-discipline-teams, where the total team skill will be greater than that

of any one instictor. Teacher aides have been utilized, with variable result-

ant estimates q worth.

Multiple class teaching is an innovation which has been particularly suc-

cessful. This technique permits a teacher to offer two or more related subjects

concurrently. When well managed, it provides great opportunity to encourage in-

dividual development. , r '

,

. .

.yhe practice of developing and utilizing shared services is expanding.

Though not always applicable in every remote rural school situation, for many it

provides excellent opportunities for enrichment of prograor service. Many

types of sharing have been practiced with success: equipment and facilities,

teachers, specialists for various uses, and even sharing the more able students.

The small school is particularly suited for continuous progress programs,

sometimes referred to as non-graded programs, in which dedOnstrations have suc-

cessfully involved such practices- as work-study programs (also called cooper-

ative trades training), programed learning, supervised correspondence instruc-

tion, completehigh schoolcourses.on film, use of the tape recorder, amplified

long distance telephone lecture, questions and discussion between-college cam-

puses and several schools, and new types of reporting student TTogress to par-

ents.

In most innovative -programs-, the teacher assumes a larger role in-manager

-ment, as-organizer, _coerdinator, consultant, tutor, and a source of learning

resources, Teaching in innovative-programSprobably requires greater imakina-,

tionand initiative than it does in traditional programs. Initiatory leadership

-by- well-- prepared, dedicated teacher§__will-provide, opportunities to-create:Out-

standing learning situations in thesMall rural school.

Only the beginnings are identified in the above article. ER -IC /CRESS can

pa.ovide detailed accounts of many trials that have been tried--some accepted,

some rejected. If you have other information or have tried anything'innovative

in your school, please send the accounts to CRESS. Through sharing experiences

-and.working together, we can advance the-quality of rural education.
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