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ABSTRACT :
To enable vocational teachers and researchers to
utilize the descriptors, .indexes, and fiche of the ERIC system more
efficiéntliy, a self-instructional package was developed in 1971 and
has since been revised. Methods used for developing the materials are
described, along with the reasons for revision. The revisions are
described and summarized. Supplementary materials to be added to the
slide/tape also are listed. (SK) )
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* Documents aciuired by ERIC include many informal unpublished *
* materials not available from other sources. ERIC makes every effort *
* to obtain the best copy available. nevertheless, items of marginal *
* reproducibility are often encountered and this affects the quality *
* of the microfiche and hardcopy reproductions ERIC makes available *
* via the->BRIC Document Reproduction Service (EDRS). EDRS is not *
* responsible for the quality of the original document. Reproductions *
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supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made from the original.
38 o i i ke ke s sk ok s o e ke o e o o ok ke ofe 4 o 3 ke e ook sk ok o ok ke ke s o ke e e ke sk o o ek ok ook o e ke ok ok ok ok e ok o ek 3K




£0108712 ,

—

Final Report

Project No. 19-048-151-224

SELF~-INSTRUCTIONAL SLIDE/TAPE FOR ERIC USERS

U.S. OEPARTMENT OF HEALTH.
EOUCATION & WELFARE .
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF .
EDUCATION

THIS DOCUMENT HAs BEEN REPRO

DUCED EXACTLY AS RECEIVED FROM

THE PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIGIN

- AING 1T POINTS OF VIEW OR OPINIONS

STATED DO HOT NECESSARILY REPRE.

SENT OFFICIAL NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF

EDUCATION POSITION OR POLICY

Isarning Resources
University of Wisconsin--Stout

Menomonie, Wisconsin

June 30, 197k

%

The research reported herein was performed pursuant to a grant or
contract with the Wisconsin State Board of Vocational, Technicél and
Adult Education, partially reimbursed from an allocation of Federal,’
funds from the U. S. Office of Edqucation, Us S. Department of Fealth
Edncation and Welfare. Contractors undertaking.such projects under
Government sponsorship are encouraged to express freely their pro-
fessional judgment in the conduct of the project. Points of view
opinions stated do not, therefore, necessarily represent official
State Board or U, S. Office of Education position or policy.

<




Final Report
t Project Noo 19-0482151-224

SELF-INSTRUCTIONAL SLIDE/TAPE FOR ERIC USERS

L]

June 30, 1974

WISCONSIN STATE BOARD OF VOCATIONAL, TECHNICAL
AND ADULT EDUCATION
Madison, Wisconsin

3 .




- Chapter ¢ - ‘ .

INTRCOUCTION

Summary

An incrsesing volume of relevent reseerch is being genersted through~
out the United Stetes by researchers working for & veriety of egencies.
Access to this information is essential to the efficiant develooment of
vocational, technical and edult education progrems. However, the large
volume of research being produced mekes it difficult to identify the studies
relevent to specific problems faced by vocatioral educetors. This fact hes
besen recognized through the establishment of ERIC.

The ERIC system provides the capability of retrieving relevant studies
through ths use of specific dsscriptors . which define the content of each
study. Howsver, it hee been found thet utilization of these systems hes
not been as sxtensive nor as effective as enticipeted. One of the problems
has been that the ultimate user of the information, the vocetional teacher
and/or researcher, has not hed the motivetion, skills ‘and equipment required
to efficiently utilize the descriptors, indexes end fiche available.

The Learning Resources staff at UW - Stout hes developed end refinad,
over the past ssverel years, a self-instructionsl package on the uss of
ERIC. This proposael provides monies for revising the ERIC sslf-instructione
al package’to meke it sppliceble to vocational and technitcel schools, and
for reproducing e copy of the peckege for each Wisconsin VTAEL district.

-

Stataement of the Problem

in edepting the existing leerning package for use in the VTAE
districte, the problems were to alter the languege and examples for
greater pertinance to vocational curricula, to re-structure the pre-~
sentation into several independant units based upon the neesds of the
viewer, and to ensure its usefulnaess in both individual and group
situatione, .

Additional problems were to furnish the viewer with a handout for
futurs refarence, end to underscore a relaetionship betwsan the use of
ERIC and sach local VTAE library.
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Statement of the Ob jectives

The following objectives were defined for the studys e

1. To state the purpose of the ERIC system, identify its sponsor,
and delinsate its scops.

2. To emphesize the importance of the ERIC thsseurus and- detail
its uss.

3. To sequence & standerd asarch procedure and demonstrste s sample
gearchs ’

~

4o To promote awerensss of computer search aveilebility.

5. T2 cell attention to the vocetionel district iibrerien &s s
source of furthsr help.

Rationale

The proliferstion of reseerch matsriels and the vast changes in the .
field of vocational education in the last decade have made/ff/difficult
for instructors and administratora to lesrn about all the rssearch ralevent

evan to their own area.

The verious ERIC indexes and growing microfiche collections heve dons
much to provide access to this ressarch. Howsver, lack of familierity with
the scope end cepabilities of ERIC ere still felt to be hampering the efforts
of many steff members of the 17 VTAE districts in Wisconain toward identifye
ing resserch studies relevent to their specific problems. .

A slide-tape presentation produced at UW = Stout has been used since -
19714 to orient ite staff and students to the scope and use of the various

ERIC indexsse.

Since this packege had alrsedy basn tested it was fslt that, with
modificatien, it could be helpful in motivating and educating ths VTAL-
dietrict steff members elsde .
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Chaptar 2

Mothods used in the study

Since the basis of this proposal was the oriéinal ERIC slide-tape
set, much of it had been previously tested st UW - Stout since 1971,

Class assignments following the ‘originel presentation have included
a section requesting feedback on user re’action, problems encountered, etc.
Basad upon thess comments seversl modificetions have been made.

In adepting the slide-set for this VTAE proposal frequent consultations
were. made with the director of the center for Vocationel, Technical end Adult
Education at UW - Stout. '

Qe

' Evaluation end technicel advice wes also received from staff members
st Wisconsin VTAE districts 1 end 17, as well es from Ray Tally,Education-
al Dete Coordinator of Wisconsin Information Retrisval for Education st
Medison, ’

. In addition, Richerd Schwartz, of the Center for Studfes-in Vocational
and Techhicel Education at Medison ceme to UW = Stout, viewad the set

while the revision wes in progress, snd mede suggestions.
e -




Chapter 3
Results

Original .plans for an instructionsl package to explain the use of
ERIC to etudents and feculty were devéloped at UW - Stout in 1970, Several
existing films and slide sets produced elsewhere hed been pruviously
examined but were found inadequate. Subsequently a slide-tape set was
written end produced. Developmental’ costs were sssumed by UW - Stout. Usse
of this set,.with modifications, has been constant since 1971.

The following revisions of the originsl ERIC slide=-tepe set wers msde
under terms of the present proposal:

1. References to physicel locations and facilities st UW - Stout
Pierce Library were removed.

2., Illustrations selected from the ERIC thesaurus and indexes to
demonstrate sample searches were modified to rslats them more
closely to courses offered at the vocationsl level.

3. One 8lids wes removed bescause soms viewers found it of fanaive.
4, The set wes structured into units to sccommodate:

ae Viewers femilier with ERIC and desiring only a
auick review. i}

b. Those femiliar with the purpose and ecope and desiring
instruction in using the Thesaurus and indexes.

¢, Those viewers needing a complete orientation to the
ERIC system.

§, Provieions were made for each district to insert slides of their
local librery, in order to lend immediocy to the presentstion,

In addition, many of the o}iginal slides were re-shot, and other similar
technical improvements mede,

Upon completion of the set, one copy was reproduced for delivery to
each Wisconsin VTAE district. In its presant form, the ERIC package will
be equelly appropriste for use with group presentations or to bs viewsd
individually, end will include:

n

Seript

Nerration on audio cassette
Slides

"Suggéstions for Use™ - an imstructional sheet.
"Workshaet" =« a master from which individual hendouts cen
be duplicated locally. '
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