r
DOCUMENT RESUME ?
“ ED 108 550 HE 006 567
AUTHOR McCluskey, Jimmy
TITLE Summary Report on Arkansas State University's

Farticipation in the College Level Examination
Program (CLEP)--1971-74.

INSTITUTION Arkansas State Univ., State University.

PUB DATE [74)]

NOTE 16p.

EDRS PRICE HF-$0.76\HC-$1.58 PLUS POSTAGE |

DESCRIPTORS Academic Achievement; *Achievement Tests; College

Credits; Credits; *Equivalency Tests; Grades "

s (Scholastic); *Higher Education; *Student Evaluation; L
. *Test Selection : , )

I?ENTIFIERS *Arkansas State University; CLEF; College Level

Examipation Progranm

BSTRACT

on March 1, 1971, Arkansas te University publicly
announced its policy on credit-by-examination through the College
Leved Examination Program (CLEP). Preceding this announcement
institutional research was conducted to determine appropriate cut-off
scores for awarding credit on the CLEP General Examinations and
certain subject examinations. This document is a summary of CLEP
credit recipients from the inception of the institution's
participation in the program (March 1, 1971 December 31, 1974). Data
included in the document cover: (1) number and percent of students
vho earned credit through CLEP (and those whose scores did not
qualify them for credit) in 'each subject and the ability of those
students as measured by CLEP and the American College Test (ACT); (2)
total semester hour intervals with the number of students, the mean
cumulative GPA, the mean ACT composite standard score, and the mean |
ACT percentile rank (ASU .norms) for each interval; (3) distributions
of grades earned by CLEP scaled scores and/or subtest scaled scores
for awvarding credit, and courses for which credit may be earned.
Following the tables i's an analysis of estimated monetary savings
through CLEP. (Ruthor/KE) . )

) \
****t*****t***t***t**&g***********t***ttt******t**********tt*tt*******t
Documents acquired by ERIC include many informal 'unpublished

~ 1

* *
* materials not available from other sources. ERIC makes every effort *
* +o0 obtain the best copy available. nevertheless, items of marginal =
* reproducibility are often encountered and this affects the quality =

* % of the microfiche and hardcopy reproductions ERIC makes available *
* yia the FRIC Document Reproduction Service (EDRS). EDRS is not *
* responsible for the quality of the original document. Reproductions *

* *

* *

supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made from the original.
K o oo o oo o o o oo R K o o o o R KRR R R R R R ok Kk




ED108550

-

SUMMARY REPORT ON ARKANSAS STATE

N UNIVERSIT?‘S PARTICIPATION IN

THE COLLEGE LEVEL EXAMINATION

PROGRAM (CLEP) -- 1971-74

us OEPARTMENT OF MEALTH,
EDUCAT‘DNIWELFARE ’
NAYIO:AL INSYITUTE OF
e po bucarion

ME N .
T PMENT pa BEEN REPRO

Prepared by
Dr. Jimmy McCluskey

Vice President for Student Affairs

-




- INTRODUCTION

On March 1, 1971, Arkansas State University publicly announced its
policy on credit-by-exznination through the College Level Examination
Program (CLEP). Preceding this announcement (spring and summer of 1970)
institutional research wa; conducted to determlngiappropriate cut-off
scores for awarding credit on the CLEP General Ex;minations and certain
subject examinations. \

This report is a summary on CLEP credit recipients from the unceatlon
of the Instltutlon's,participatlon in the program (March 1, 1971 through

/
December 31, 1974). ' A report Is prepared annually and it Is dissiminated

to the faculty, staff and other inerested persons.
£

TABULATION OF DATA

)

The n;mber and percent of students who earned credit through CLEP
(and those whose scores did not qualify them for credit; in each subject
and the ability of those students as measured by CLEP and the American
College Test (ACT) are disclosed in Table |I.

Total semester hour intervals (0, 1, 2, 3, .... etc.) with the number
of students, the mean cumulative GPA, the mean ACT composite standard score,
and the mean ACT percentile rank (ASU norms) for each interval are revealed
in Table II.

Distributions of grades earned by CLEP credit recipients in courses

Eelated to credit earned ghrough CLEP are Identified in Table (11,
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TABLE 11

. ANALYSIS OF STUDENTS WHO EARNED CREDIT
THROUGH CLEP AT ASU--1971-74
(By Total Number of Semester Hours Earned)

Total Number of Mean ACT Mean ACT Mean
Sem. Hrs. Students Cumulatlve Composi te %ile Rank
Earned Earning Hrs. GPA Score ASU Norms

30 52
29
28 51
27
26
25
24
23
22
21
20

27.6 97
26.0 93
26.3 94
27.8 97
28.0 98
25.9 92
26.2 94
27.5 97
24.5
 25.8
21.0
23.9
24.8
24.6
23.4
2h.1
22.5
22.4
23.0
23.0
21.2
21.8
20.3
19.5
2005
22,2
18.5 °
18.6
19.7

e oy @

13
23
315
15

NN NRNRNMRNNMNOMDNONNDNNONNODRONDNDNWWNNNNWNDNWWWWWWWW
L] L] L] L] L] L] L] L]

36
20
32
28
65
12
39
00
90
n
ko
95
15
27
94
.90
85
74
81
83
76
78
80
68
64
61
28
k9
70

‘Total and Means
for
CLEP Reciplients 1874 : 22.4

Total and Means

for Those Who

Took CLEP But

Earned No Hrs. 270
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Disclosed in Table IV are the minimum CLEP scaled scores and/or
subtest scaled scores for awarding credit. Also revealed are the courses
for/yhlch credit may be earned. From among all courses listed, a maximum

rd
. .— --of thirty semester hours may be awarded to an individual by examination.
ANALYSIS OF ESTIMATED MONETARY SAVINGS THROUGH CLEP

The average number of‘snmester hours earned by the 1874 CLEP credit
recipients Included in this report was 12.47. The approximate costs fo;
producing a student semester credit hour (SSCH) are (1) $36.36 (hﬁ.h%)
which Is borne by the student.__(z) $42.38 (51.7%) which is borne by the
state, and (3) $3.17 (3.9%) is paid from other sources. The foregoing
figures reveal\that it cosss $81.91 to produce one SSCM. State appropriations
for constructléh are difflcult to prorate per SSCH; thus, the $81.91 per

- SSCH does not IAFIude the state approprlft;ons for construction.

\ - |
The following financial analysis waF calculated on the foregoing in~

formation:
\ \ \ }
. 1., Av@rage per student savings to 'the student $453. 41
' 2. Average per student savings to Arkansas $528.48
3. Average per student savings to others $ 39.53
k., Total average per student savings ‘ $1,021.42
5. Total savings through CLEP--1971-74
\ (1874 CLEP recipients X $\,021.42) $1,914,141.08
¢ 0f course, saving money is not the central rationale for the institu-
“ tion's policy of awarding credit-by-expmination. However, this fact cannot
l and should not be overlooked in the process of evaluating the program.
| SUMMARY STATISTICS
1. Number of students who took CLEP, was enrolled
at ASU sometime during the period of 1971
through 1974, and earned one or more semester
murs through CLEP o * L 2R ] . . . . . . . . . . L] . L] L] . . . . [ s 187“
] W‘
. § 1
Q :

|
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TABLE IV
* REQUIRED MINIMUM CLEP SCALED SCORES AND SUB-TEST
SCALE) SCORES (WHEN APPROPRIATE) FOR ,
. - GRANTING CREDIT AT ARKANSAS
: STATE UNIVERSITY
Course Semester CLEP l Sub- Minimum Minimum
| Hours Exam Test Scaled Sub-Test
Granted*® ’ Score , — Scaled Score
Eng. 10003 3" Eng. Comp.(G) . 428
)
i\ ‘Eng. 10003 6 Eng. Comp.(G) - 502
" .and 10013
” 6.5. 10003 3 Nat. Sel.(G)  Blol. 424 : 47
' G.s. 10203 3 Nat. Sci.(G)  Phys. 424 ,f 46
"' Math. 10103' 3 Math (@) : 431 T
F.A. 20002 4 Hm.(G) .  F.A. 422 !‘ 49
and 20502
Eng. 20003 3 Hum. (G) uit. 422 47
Eng. 20003 6 Hum. (G) Lit. 422 52
and 20013 .
| Hist. 12013 6 West. ‘Civ.(S) 50
and 12023
‘Hist. 21763 3 Am. Hist.(S)  Before 1865 58
Hist. 21773 3 Am. Hist.(S)  Since. 1865 55
Soc. Sci. 23213 3 Am.- Govt.(SX 47 ™
Soc. Sci. 23223 3 Intro. Soc.(S) . 46
Psy. 22513 3 Gen. Psy.(S) 47
D.P. 34823 3 Comp. & Data 46

- Proc.(S)

12

<
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TABLE IV (CONTINUED)

Course Semester CLEP Sub- Minimum Minir.um
. Hours Exam Test Scaled Sub-Test .
Granted* Score Scaled Score
. ) 7
Mgnt. 31423 3 Intro. Bus. 4o
. Hgmt-(S)
Acct. 20003 6 Intro. Acct.(S) 0
and 20013 .
Gen. Bus. 41023 3 Intro. Bus. _ 31 )
— .. Law (S)
'%con. 20313 6 Intro. Econ.(S) 55
and 20323 : .
Mktg. 32013 3 Intro. Mktg.(S) 48
Econ. 30323 . 3 Money & Banking (S) "48
3 Statistics (S) 49 '

Gen..Bus.‘31013

e

*A maximum of thirty (30) semester hours will be granted by examination.
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2. Number of students who took CLEP, was enrolled i
" at ASU sometime during the period of 1971 through \
1974, but earned no semester hours through
CLEP & v v 4 o & + o s o s s o o 5 o o s s o s e e s e e e 270

3. Total number of students who took CLEP and was
- enrolled at ASU sometime during the afore-
) ment loned perlod [ ] L] Ll L] L ] L ] L] . L] L] L] L] L] L ] L] L ] L ] . L] . . L] L] zlhh

k. ACT mean composite score and ASU percentile - //
rank for students who earned credit through ,
CLEP (ltem 1 @bove) o . v v v v ¢ ¢ o o ¢ ¢ o o o oo o o o o o 22,4
‘ 76%ile
/ 5. ACT mean composite standard score and ASU per-
centile rank for students who earned no credit
‘through CLEP (ltem 2 above) . . « . & v v o v o o v o o o o o o« 16.2
"39%ile
Ty 6. Mean cumulative grade point average for students
who earned credit through CLEP . . + . « « ¢ v ¢ ¢« ¢ o o « o » 2.82

7. Mean cumulative grade point average for students
WhO earned nO Credlt through CLEP . L] L] LI s o s o L} L] e o e o 2.20

. 8. Mean number of semester hours earned per
student through CLEP (excludes 270 students -
who earned no semester hours through CLEP). . . . . . . . .. .12.47

-

. v
9. Approximate student,state, and miscellaneous

monetary savings through CLEP at ASU--1971-74 . . . . .$1,914,141.08

P 1!

CONCLUSIONS

1. The aca&emically stronger students are electing to write thf CLEP
exams (ACT mean composite score of 22.4 compared to an ACT mean com=-
posite score of 17.9 for new freshmen). ,

2. Both In 1Ces, CLEP and ACT, adequately discriminate among the academic
strengths of students (note the differences on mean CLEP and ACT scores
for stdents who earneg three, six, or no semester hours -~ Table I).

3. Stuoents are writing the CLEP general examinations more often than they

are writing the subject examinations. The University's policy of

ERIC | - U
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13

awarding credit based upon the subject examinations related to
general education courses is relatively new. Thus, it is anti-
cipated that as students become more aware of the subject
examinations ;pportunltles larger numbers will elect to write these
exams.

There Is,a reasonably high positive felationshlp among the variaﬁles.
semester hours earned through CLEP, the mean cumulative GPA, and

~SR

o= \
the mean ACT composite score (see Table I1). The relationship would

probably have been stronger had it not been for the fact that some— "~

of the students in this report had already successfuily completed,
at the time of testing, some _of the courses for which CLEP credit
may be earned.

There was a substantial difference In the mean cumulative GPA of

' students who earned credit through CLEP (2.82 on a 4 point scale)

and those who wrote CLEP but received no credit (2.20). The CLEP \
credit recipients' mean cumulative GPA of 2.82 may be seen in better,
perspective when compared to the following university-wide mean grade

point averages:

Men’ 2.47

Women 2.75
Freshmen 2.25
Sophomores - 2,45
Juniors 2.64
Senfors 2.68

It is apparent that students who earned credit through CLEP (82 percent
wére freshmen) made higher grades thaﬁ any of the groups of students

’

listed above.

15
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5 .
6. The grade distributions by subjects depicted in Table |1l iIndicate

This appears to

that CLEP credit recipients did extremely well in courses related
That is,

to the courses which they had earned through CLEP.
val idate the rationale for awarding credit by examination.

if one has acquired a college level of education in one or more

.

]
subjects, regardless of mode, then why not award credit and encourage

the student to begin taking courses which are at a level commensurate

with his or her educational maturation.

rd




