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The pirpose of this study was threefold: (1) to
investigate the general image of women who are active in politics and
compare that image-with the general image of men who are politically-
active, (2) to examine the general area of sex-related voting
patterns when a major woman condidate is involved, and (3) to
determine whether or not a female candidate influences the major
issues in an election. Telephone interview data were collected from .
82 voter registrants on the Connecticut races for governor and state
representative. Newspaper.content andlysis was' made for three - >
Connecticut .races: governcr, state senator, and state representative.
The resuits indicated that there were great differences in the
perceived honesty and fairness in favor of women as opposed to men in
politics. The issues raised in two of the three races studied showed
no apparent sex-related influernce. Furthermore, no sex~related voting
patterns were apparent. The ;esulﬁs further suggest that womén-are
viable candidates who can run and win on an equal basis with _men and
that in the past they have lacked opportunities Trather than
gqualifications. (LL) )
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RATIONALE

A search of a very regent bibliography on pglgtical communication (Kaid,
Sanders, and Hirsch; 1974) ;ndicates’that iittle has been done in terms of
studying the increasingly active role women candidates are taking in American
politics. The search located.only four entries directly concerned with women.
Two-of the four dealt specifically with Shirley Templeiﬁlack's race for the
U.S. Senate. One of those was a magazine article (ﬁuscha, 19@7) and the other
a, book (Minott, 1968) - The other two entries éonsisied of an article o women
in recent Presidential campaigns (Barclay, 1970\ and a section of a general book

s

on campa;gnlng (Joyper$y1971). These last two entries focused on the role of

-

women campaigning to‘gec'men—elected to office.
¢ .
A search of a standard book on campaign practices and’ tactics (Nimo, 1970)

s,

*

- v

shows only three index eniries related to women. The first refers to a picture
of Jacqueline Kennedy placing:a—telephoﬁe call urging women to watch a po}iiical
broadcast by her husband during the 1960‘Presidentia1—campaign (p. 132).

second told of pub1101ty for a phone call from John Kennedy;to Mrs. Martin Luther

¢

King in which he promised to try to a1d her recently jailed husband (p. 28) The

final entry related to Edward gennedy s use of television inhis explanatlon of
the, events surroiinding the death of Mary Jo Kopechne (p. 188).. 1In short, prior
to the 1974 electlons, there seemed to be. 1ittle known about women as political .

candldates. There seemed to be little interest, in terms of research act1V1ty,

in changing that condition.
Most of the laek of interest on the part of scholars can probably be ex-
plained by the fact that prior to 1974 no woman had ever been elected gévernor

on her own reputaﬁien. Few women had reached the U.S. Senate (none are there now).

This means that with the single exception of the Governor of Connecticut; no

] . s
woman has won a major statewide election in the past 6 years.

. ~




" Phis lack of women as maJor candldates would imply that they lack what

Nimmo termed availability. He stated.that there were several basic vacors—to

availability that must be possessedrby any serious candidate: {1) a desire to

run; (2) positive characteristics ascribed to himfher by the potential voters;

(3) positive achieved experience; (4) a contrived image which me2ts the expec-
. ¥* N L. - .,
tations of the voters; and, (5) political resources—-money and personal support

(Nlmmo, 1970, 11-15).

~ 7 ‘e
Three of the aspects of availability can be dlsposed of rather qulckly.
There can be 11tt1e doubt that there are numbers of women who have the desire

to run for office.. The fact that in the past many have—been used as candidates

in 'elections that were hopelessly lost attests to thé desire to- run. There are

.

many women who have gained -considerable experience at lower level political of-

fice who have the achieved experience to quafify for advancement in political

;

status. With money and proper handling there is no reason to—be%}evé'tﬁat it

would not be possible for a female candidate to present a proper contrived image
'y - -
before the voters. , . .

The political resources would appear to be available if women possessed

the final aspect of availability--positive characteristics aecr1bed to her ‘by

the potential voters: That is, if it could be shown to potential supporters that

a woman candidate had all the charactert;tics needed to win in a specific election,
there is reason to expect that financial ,support could be gained. Stereotyping
often attributes séveral characteristics to women that would serve to handicap

them 1n.thé political arena. Women a;é'sometimes said to be weaker mentally and

#

Accord1ng to Nimmo,. a contrived image is the "corvey[lng] of the illusion
of positive characteristics even in the face of less glamorous realities. This
means ine candidate must select and emphasize the most appealing of his quallt1es,
publlclze them widely und repetitiously, and ai the same time play down any lim=
itations" (p. 13).

. . ¢
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physically. less rational, and more passive or less dynamic than men. In terms
of pollt1cal character1st1cs these would seem to be negatlve attributes and if

they were neld by a substantlal portion of the potential electorate they would

certainly lower the availability rating of female candidates.

One purpose of this study was to invesiigate the general image of women who

are active in,politics and compare that image with the general image of men who

are active in politics. 1In this period of reaction to male corruption exposed

by the Watergate and -related: scandals, is there any unusual advantage t2 being

/

a female candidate?

o A second purpose of this ‘study was to- look at the general aréa of sex-

f
—— - 13
- b

related vot1ng patterns when there is a maJor ‘woman candidate 1nvolved. Does

the presence of a woman as a cand1date lead to any unusual cluster1ng of women's
¢
votes for that party'> ’ , ’ .

- - T - ’,vyL“{’ -, -
: r el S
lth1rd purpose was +o look at the'types of Lssues ra1Sed. Does the pres-

‘ L. n

h Y
ence of women as“candldates change tne emphasls of the campaign in any way that

R o soarw T »

'Acan be'dlrectly attr1buted to the’fact that women are running? °’ .

» - <
-

Telephone interview data was collected on the race§ for Governor and State

Representative. The Governor s race featured a female ‘candidate against a male

candidate. The race for State Representatlve featured a woman who had been

-

active in women's rights against alqoman who did not portray herself as a sup:

porter of women's liberation groups; in fact whd, on occasion, stated that she

-

could not agree with’many of the-goals of those groups. :

METHODS

Telephone Survey

I

A sampl° of 150 names was drawn {from the voter registration 1ist complled

-

for the previous year's local election. Forty-five names were eliminated because
“ e _ .
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no current address or phone number could be located..A substantial portion of

this group appeared to be students who have since left\the Universfty area. Of

P . . pes

the remaining 105 subjects, completed interview questionnai Qs\rere obtained

from 82 (78%). Twenty-three interviews were incomplete because' of subject

refusal or failure to reach the d831red party (22 5) e

¢
hd A

Because of develop1ng sensitivity to polltlcal polling, the interviewer was

given only the phone number and sex of the desired respondent. In thls way we
V4 . - H -

could honestly assure the respondent anonymity. It was felt that the possib}e\;oss

of precision in maintaining theﬁgemple could be offset by an improved completio

rate. - |
. A h
Each interviewer was instructed to tr; at least three tfmeexdunjng di?fefent
- » _ - - -7 ‘ ’ »
times of the day before removing the number from the sample. ) i

»

-

The interviewers introduced themselves as college students -working on-an

-

election communication.progeét for the Comhqnieation Research Group atjthe—Uni} ’ .

-«

versity of Connectlcut. Q ",

o

~

The questlonnalre opened by asking the sub1ect to name the cardidates for each
;Qf.the*reces-—Gévernor and State Representative. Then each subject was asked
aeoutt (1)Ahis politicéi communication with friends; (2) newspaper ueagé;,and‘(jﬁ
electronic me@ia'usage. These questions were intended to assess which media are .

truly available for-candidate use in election campaigniﬂg in the sample'area.

The scales used to measure the ‘image of women in politics, men in politics,

*

Ella Grasso and Robert Steele (tﬁe two Gubernatorial qandidateg) were: :Honestf

Dishonest, Fair-Unfair, Activee;aseive,,Sttpng-Weak, and Rational-;htuitive

(Osgood, et al., <1957). SRR : '
"“Each scale was presented in two steps. Firet the_iesbongent.iés asked

which Lf the polar words best it the stimulue object. TFor example, "Which

word best represents your view of women who are active in politics—-Honest or

-

I
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Dishonest?" After.thehreSpondent chose one, he war‘then asked "How well do you
feel it fits--Very well, quite.well, or slightly well?" This scoring system
was l.to 7 with, for example, very honest be}ng 7 and very dishonest being 1.
The 5extiéet of questions askgd for the major issue iﬁ the Gubq?natorial

4 -

and State Representatives race.

Finall&, each interview was,concluded with questions on party registratioﬁJ/

a

\ .

(to_check valldi§¥>of‘sampling) and v%t;ng intentié? %Eijhg,raceﬁ’fo? Governor

and State Repregentative. . T ' "
ISt /' .
_ e , ) i !
) 77,,CéntentJKﬁ;iysis : /({: . . .

- ,
The two major daily newspapers which serve the voting district were used as

- s &

the source of informatégg,on-ihe iééyés appearing before the public. The home

_delavered edition was used for ;veryday of the eight weeks preceding the elec-

e

tion. A brief ‘one week ) attempt to monitor the television newscasts indicated

that they were redundant with, but less complete than, the newspapers. Because

.
.

- we were-interested in the range of ijssues it was concluded that’ we could obtain

the information we needed from the newspaper clippings.. L

Each article concerned with the election was analyzed'for theipame of the
Fd

\- can@ldatég issues, and candidate position on the issues. This information was
-~ . collected for 3 separate races: Governor, State Senate, and State Representati@e.
G e S RESULTS

Survey Study -
As Table 1 indicates, there were great differences in the perceived honesty
and fairness in favor of women in politics over men inipolitics (Hdnésty 3d= 5.16;

pl( .001; Fiarness _@_d=,3.86J P< .601) (Winer, 1971). None of the other three

comparisons indicated stable differences. Because the unaffiliated vote is so

g
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L

critical in most elections, the data from that subsample was analyZed separately.
: - ///,,9 Yy

- AY . [}
data in Table

As could be expected from the
. N _ N
women over Tei’iiffgfestz/and» airness (Honesty td= 4.23, p< .00l; Fairness
None of the ot%er.three comparisons revealed stable

thé’fgae;endents strongly favored -

v

4= 3. 82,—p< +01).

-

-

In the comparison ibetween the two active candidates, the data indicates a

.reliable difference only in the rating of fairness (td= 2.49, p < .02). Again,

in the unaffiliated sample Grasso had a significantly superior rating in fairness

.05).

(td= 2.50, p The difference in honesty £avored Grasso though it was

4

short of statistical significance (td= 1.76, »p < .10)..

.t

In comparing each candidate against the appropriate sex sterebtype, the data

)

1ndlcates that the male candidate was not 1rretr1evab1e handicapped.

Steele was

rated s1gn1flcant1y h1gher than the general male stereotype on the two scales that

k4

_had shown a male handicap in' comparison to the female. He was rated significantly

. ‘e — .
higher on honesty (td= 6.16, p< .001) and fairness (td= 3.60, p< .01).

Sex of the candidate was.never mentionéd as an issue in the ‘Gubernatorial

race. .-

g

The stated inteption of the voters allowed prediction of the actual outcome

within 2% (Table 2). This would tend to validate both the sample and the re-

sponses-obtained. .

s
s

4

Content/Analysls

e

.

In the Gubernator1a1 xace the collectlon of newspaper clippings 1ndlcated ‘
‘a difference on only two issues——taxes (the Republican issue) and the State

Public Utilities Commission (résponsible for control of utility rates in the

L

state and the Democratic target).. Neither of these issues would appear to
|
- have any sex related connotations.

i
\
I

.
. 1) t
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In the State Senate race between two female candidates, the primary differ-

ences were in emphasis on unemployment (Democratic Candidate and member of the

finance gommgtfée) and state ﬁ%alth care (Republican candidate and a registered *

nurse).- Again, this race shows no necessary connection between the sex of the

-

candidates and. the issues emphasized. .
AN . F=S
The final race to be pon§idgred was for State Representative. 1In this race

[
[y

one candidate had been active in women's rights and campaigned for women's votes.
Though the newspaper clippings did not show a difference in issues (neither got

a significant amount of newspaper coverage) the mailed campaién literature toIé

-

of her involvement in equal rights campaigns. An oddity in reported vote inten-
tion was that only two of 16 males who stated their preference said they would
vote for this-candidate. These two voters were registered Republicans who

stated they were voting for all the Republican candidates.

-

~

e

e DISCUSSION

The data in this study do not support the political folklore that women lack

*

a particular element of availability--positive perceived characteristics. In a |

test of perceived characteristics of "women who are active in politics" agéiﬁst
? <
"men who are active in politics"/the data suggest that it was women who had the

advantage in the most recent election. The data suggest that women were perceived
to be more honest and more fair than men in politics, In areas where it is® some-~
times assumed men céndidates,have an advantage, perceived strength, activity, and

rationality, there was no apparent advantage for men according to this data.

Where this data is most important is among the voters not affiliated with

‘either major party. In this study the unaffiliéted voters reflected the general

)

e

advantage for women in hones%y and fairness with no disadvantage anywhere acréééi

the other three scales. ) e




In a test of images of the male and female candidates for Governor, the

advantage for fairness held up while the generalized difference favoring females

~

on honesty did not hold up for the speclilc candidates. This would suggest that

while the potentlal voters had a less favorable image of male politicians in

the first general election after the Watergate scandal, a particular candidate

could overcome the general stigma in terms of his image. While this possibility

is important, a more important general implication is thaé.part‘of the assumed

handicap of a female candidate appears to be a myth. There is no support in

this data for the assumption that women politicians are viewed as weaker, more

passive, or less rational.

Based on the outcome of the -election, of course, it is strongly suggested

that female candidates can progress up ‘the political ladder on the same basis as

men 1f they are given the opportunity by the party. ///

+  The study data and the election result in the race for State Representatlve

suggests that though women carry no necessary d1sadvantage becaydse of their sex,

raising the issue mlght wel). cost more in terms of male votes than it w111 gain
S /

in female votes. The issues raised in two of the three taces studied -showed

. /o . .
no apparent sex-related influence. In the Gubernatorial race, sex was never

mentioned as a campaign.or election issue. Medid coverage of the State Senate

race also revealed no apparent sex-related Qaﬁpaign issues., It was only the

Y

State Representative's race that indicated/sex'as a significant variable. In

-

this race one of the candidates attempted to use her previous activities for

women's rlghts and it appeared to ‘work to her disadvantage.

.

The suggestion supported/hy th1s research is that women are viable candi-

dates who can run and win on an equal basis with men. What they seem.to have

lacked in the past was the opportunity, not the qualifications.
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Table 2. §£atéd vote imtention by sex and political party of respondent.
, a. querhor's Race -
- . .

.

Male | 1Fbma1e . !
7 : ’
Grasso //19 2Q
- T Steele /9 7 16

b

. . -

*
» -
. -

’ Grasso N 21 ..l ) 11 39

Steele 4 11 1 16 .

s Undecided ‘ . 2
& Refused - 14 6 N L

b. Representative's Race , .
. N ¥

Male Female

) Goodwin | 14 17 =1

. ' Taylor ' 2 T 9 /

' Dem. Rep. * Unaff,

| Goodwin . | 23 3 5l o3

Taylor . 1 7 1 9
‘Undecided 21 8 13 42 \
& Refused < <

¢ 7 .

*All tables significant p < .05 (X2). However, since the Democratic panty
was an obvious and easy winnertin the sample area, the statistical level of
significance is primarily determined by political party and the sex dif-
gerences are not clearly tested statistically. * \




