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"A aw, mportarrb, and difﬁ.c\&t problem is emerging in . . . .
the administration of public planmi agencies, that is, . o
‘there is'a growing pumber of instances of professional - T
staff members who dissent publicly from the official -
agency pos:xt:.on on a.planning issue."X |

Dl ot
. P R

g

 The concept of "advocaey planning" -- the origin of which is
g’enerally' credited to‘ an article’ appearing in the Joﬁrnal of the

American Institute of Planners by Paul Davidoff2- has ,pronferated

'in planning and architectural writings for the SZtter part of a .
decade. - Despite the flurry o.f writing on the top:.c by(/a g'eat rum- ’
i L ber:.of wfiters who range the enure polit:l.cal spectrmn, it would .
- - .. ‘be d:.fﬁ.cult to~ ‘z;ecmmt an instance where an éeqnally popular notion
had remained v:.rt,uany hndeveloped in theory and parctice. .

- “Whlle it is poss;ble to trace the poliia.cal theory underlying

%

g >

the concept of advocacy plamnng to "plura]ism, nowhere does the
i }; literature seek a well-cons:.dered, theoretical deﬁ.niﬁ.on of~the
L . sub;ect. Although it is possible to link the advocacy spoken of
to the subaective urging of a particular person or persons on

e.

. behalf of a part:lcular group-rehted issue,3 the studenb, |
. . 2 - 2 . R . . i
4 | o Igarl FJ.nkler "Dissent Independenb Initiat:.ve in Plan-
. ning Offices.” (mcago- Amerdcan Society of Pramiing: Officials, . .
il - Plamiqg AMSW RepOrt Ho. 269, Kay, 197n). - S -, E

‘. 2Panl Davidoff,—“Adwcacy and Pluralimin?lanning " Journal_
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. PR researchers ’ professor ‘and” profess:.onal encounter an abrupt gap on e e

N , issues which aopear to Be at least related and, perhaps 'y crucnal : Y
B to group or professional advocacy. For exanple, the hteratu:‘e ' ‘ ' .

. 7 g
. o C .ignores any compreh,gnslve analys:.s of power relationships, group T =

[}
/,
-

VT . dynam:.cs 5 the’ logie oi‘ collective as opposed to individual act:l.ori-(h R

o, the: characteristics of pressure grcup pohtics,s or special q ] ‘_ | ,
v ) Q:*J . . . . - . ' . o . :
' : int,erest theomes 6 _ s e '. . o -' . : .fe

. o ns plpnning schools and agencies be?n to feel the press'ures L e ‘
% S S
of advocacy or disSent approaches to the he,retofore "profess:.onal - :

- . 9 LR, >~ ¢

tests of objectiwity and analysis,* the Yack of & c'oherent defm.-

L . %ion and theory of advocacy v:.ll inevitably lead to both disrup- "

B ~ . tions in institutlonal behavior and failures in the ractical . .
| e ~application of such a ubiqutuous notion. Indeed, on the heels of . _
N I S v
. _ Ralph Naders': s&ggestions/for action programs at the 1970 Annual - .y

. , ' Converrtion of. the Amencan Instituae of Planners7 and a subsequent Lo

- - N

—_ ‘ study of. the 1mphcations of such programs and./or behav:tor,’8 it seems a
L. clear that analysis of advocacy in a planm.ng context has failod to . -

‘ . - . - . -

keep the pace of social change _' T ‘

. -
. . ~ .

~ . . .

. Based upon the i‘oregoa.ng comnents the fo]_low:mg bibhography - .

o ' .. on the t‘op:l.c of advogacyplanm.ng has beendeveloped with.a v.r.ew + ' Lo o
L tosrariencmxragmg and facil:.tating :Lmti'al or sta research in’

N N R

. ghls poh.cy area. Areas of agreement and divergence of thought be- . L
‘come apparent upon study of the—-references :anluded, once these
elements have been 1dexrb:|.f1ed serious analys:.s and. theoreta.cal . LR

¢ - - s . . . . -

: structnn.ng can proceed. _ o
N liSee, Mancur Oison, The Log.c of Co]lective Action, (New Iork- A
- Schocken Books, 1968). R
S .7 53ee, Jon R.-&omons Repmsentative Demcraq (New Iork°
'Bneag.Foi‘ Econontic Besearch n.d.)‘. .

-
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