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he idea of compulsory educatlion haq becn with civilized man for a -

”

t very long tine, over 2000 years to be ¢ recxflc. In.170 B. c. the Jewe

sade education commuloory for boy whon thcy reached the age ‘of 'b.

b4 /
/o . * ‘2 ' ' ,
/ 7

Prussia wab the flrst _country to make education conpulSOPy or it's
] [] -

-

was almost 200 years ago in.1787.

people and bhgﬁ . -
" \ SEPETLE:
[} ?EEE%Q; .
So we can see that nations have long recogn§,eé the 1mportanue of 528830 | we
: ' 2785530 %23
. . - N "'_ l-‘ .; -
an cducated citizenry. As Thomazs Jefferson ba;ﬁ ny natlon cannot be & §i§33233§§§
- Zi.vg<teroz
. : / : g §z5%8r:38a3-
1gnor1nt and free.” / ( AL T LT
7/ . _”f"ga’;nmzcr‘“
. 3zZoz Avm
/ o. - -(m
If we agree with thon statemcnt, 4../t it ironic that we, muot gﬁi%gng%ﬁa
“gﬂifn:\) /?
m258353
compel our people to become eoucated in, ordcr to remain free° - -~ Rm2zzo 4 '
// ’ )
Woaldn't it be nice to think that we as educators could make educa~ e 7 e

tion so zttractive to thc younger chx-d that compulsory

(3

education *aws L E
would be unncccessary? ¢ /', ' . :A ¢

Uofortunately, as yet no one has found a method by.whicﬂ-this can
be accomplished. It's-been said that_ovén vere a sim%le injection'avail- . 5ﬁ>§f}
ablc,b& which rnad&n g, sclence; and math could be placed iﬁ the mind of a

child, wa would st*ll have children vho woulo try to avoid receiving.the

1njectlon. I suppose we would then need a compulsory education 1n3ectlon law, (ﬁﬂé:>

Generally, the children.in our country are required to attend school ‘.kgﬁgfz‘

between the ages of 6 and 16 or 18, depending on the law of the state in , _.° ; ,
which thgy live. There are, of course, a variety of exceptions, such as %ﬁ
for the ment;ily or physioélly handicapped, excessive distance, a need to’ ‘:E;E"’

work, etc. ' / b

)'”‘,',5",/’5 l/"/ N,
Only one. state, lissippi, is without any form of compulsory educatiori. ;E;ﬁﬁi

t
.

This came about when the compulsory education law was tepealed in 1956,
o’

with the intent of preserving racial segregation, Thus, we .are prov1ded \;tmamq )

an exsmple for study to see what can happen when education becomes a L 21!

maller of choige. From & 1973 art}gle by Stephen Arons entitled 3}\ V/ B
i A~ f

>
»
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Comnulsory Educﬂmion: Americm in Fingissippi we find many interesting facts

abount huat has happened §ince Lonpulqorv education was abelished. P

First ve ask do chlldrcp Fo to cho>l uhen not, compelled to do so?

-
>

any do, of covrpe, butuione estlmate ig that at any one tlme as LaRy as
J ’ . f

L8, O“O to° 1OJ 000" chlldren are not earolled in school. T )

-

: Why aren't they?- What arp thev doa.np'> . .,

-
~ v .

"0

. b
Seyeral reasons fer non-attendance are offcred " One being that many

poor peéple cannot afford to go to school. Some parents cannot afford

‘ ' ) : % : & N ) . . . S
clothing or books or school supplies, and simple pride will not allow them
. r N . . .

Some’ children need to work to earn

wha tever meager wagc they can of sbav home baby-51tt3ng for the younger

-
."A N

to nglt to their poverty, publlclv.

ﬁ‘. s

-

children so mother

-

can gprx. , . ) ‘

students tho.stay in school: find ﬁpon graduating tha. dropouts .
wobs and havc collecved experience and senjority,
1

while thooe vho stayed in school studied at couraeo that gave: them no useful
' v N » ( ~y .
knOWledge and bcred them to dcath o o .

N x ' . LY

; . lMany
) %
~ have gotu‘en al] the

. .

) -Spme stidents drop omt:to save their self-respéct.  Without compulsory - "

° < 1
\

attén@ance, tefchers know they don't have

to dedl with anyone tiey find

¢ 4 . . ‘ - . :
“ L . 2
.diffiqqlg and“can drive tuem to drop olt.

Flnallv, a large numter of chlldren are e&pelled.

s
1 "

pulsory achoBllng betokeng a general take-it-or-leave-it feellng on the ) :
Y .

N ~part Qf the state.yovernment about “hat

¢ . . .1

. .

.‘\ N

The repeal of com-

1t is wllllng to do for children.

Communlty WOrkers emploved by the local federal Emergen School Assistance i

L= P

proprano to helw bplng younrstero bxck to public ocuoo ‘say that the ,

PR - I3 s, 9

number of expelled students 1§ both astrbnomlcal -and unjustifiable, expdlo
M » a . . N . .,

,Glons somet&mes following such minor offcnses as gum chewing or scuffling B ]
¢ . .

in the hdll o N V! ’ . P ‘
v / ' - ' f . ( ., . 7 . \
As ta thy qunstlon of whab those not attcndlnr uchool do, the ansvwr -

|
] . . . i
|
|

~

-~ .

’would seem to Le ~-- not much. JThere are ncitheﬂ‘; »s.nor socially signif-

.Eﬂiégg . . 3 - o ; -
A 1ca*1t x‘oleo ior mo§t chlldrcn. A ‘X-uss;sq1p)r)13]uvenlle court Jud{'c believes

- - - _ R

~ % - - - - -

L. —
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Pam nﬂ{l‘l . ‘ Ay § ~ (3 ) D . e, L\ . "
? . ) = M + * . = *
. 7 : 4 T ' o
o b . [ - A s , -
that the gneatest causesdt juvenile delinqucncy 4n }his,country‘hés been
L ¥ ] - - .
non-attendance of a recular basis ih uchool "
[} - . b 21 - - .

It seems the most prcvalent concern of thote who qut compulsory

.

cducationlrestored in Eississippi s economlc. HlSSlSSlppl ms "the pooreat-

state in theeunlon as. mqgsured by per capita 3ncome°' A statew1de study .
: .

cormloqloned bv. the §taten&esearch and Development Councll c0ncluded that -

. o'

“Mis 51551qp1 s econcmic devclopment goals cannot be aghieved unless it g"eatiy
st%engthens it's entxre educhﬁkzn gyéiemh Many 11dustr1es de01de agalnst

i &

1ocat;ng in NlSSlSSlppl because the technlcal 1%5°? supply is 1nadcquate.

e

S are a lxablllty. They” 6gn‘t work because of -

at¥on of farmlng, so they must be taken care of with

Unomllleg,labor

incre2sing mechani
- -~

uncnplovmcnp and: welfare. Fconomic productlv#tv is’ related to educatlonal

level, and the drain’ of unemployment and welfare cannot be ended unyll the

. ‘\
L

state'° eeesomgcistandards are. ‘raised. ' \

. ~ . “

% To quote the source of ry 1ﬁ@ormat10n, "Fovtv~n1ne states demonstrate
daily that compulsor~ education doés not by itself ellnanate soclal.;ngustlces

*

or provide a way tout of noverty or évlmulate personally Valuable education.

7

One state, M1591951Dp1, dcmonstrates that freelng chlldren from. compulsory

-

schooling when they have no resources of their own, and when society offers

-

them no real, role and support, is, not in the 1nterest of fnccdom, eouallév,
- A e
of hamanism." ° . . W

We've just been suowp a pretty bleak pictufe of what.it ‘can be like.

T suppose it doesn't have to be that way, but this is the.only example we

T e b
* # N *

have to po by.

S

But really, I don't believe the controversv of compulsory SChOOllng

L) ~

is concnraed much w1th elementary education. According to a 1973,Gallup

v

poll, over 70% of the public favors compulsory attendance at least through
the elcmﬁntary school years., DJSdgreemert over compulsory nChOOl atiendance

seems to cnnter on the secondary school evel In the same Gallup poll,




. “* Pam ilezl . N (h? . ’ ! . .
: \ . i ’ b -
. . A
. 1 -
: [ . . \ . .
\@ compulsory qtb(nddnce w s favored at tho ognlor high lcvel by. onlv 73% ‘of

- the gencral public and 565 of'the pr019951ona1 educators. ., : A

4 - 3

“~

Now I have a confession to make. At the tlnc 1 was asked td%prouent

- v .
4 L3 -

.

! my views on compulsory education at this clinic, I had none! In Arizona

, there is no controversy and"I had Ju»t never given 1L a thought. 4s I'nﬁ° . :S

v .

- sure you all nrobably know, & woman rarely turns down an opportunlty to .

N . e @
- .

- . .. express her vaews on anjthlng -=— SO I set about acoulrlnr some to express

Y

* One of the flrst artacles I read on the .subject was from the magazine

Sohool Vﬂnarﬂmont October 1974 eniltled S hould the” Compulsory School Agc
3 ” o -

- Be Lowered?" It SCeRls thit, last véar after an exhaustive study of this

13

.

- x

question, the Natioval Commission on the Reform of Secondary Education

concluded, 1The ngﬁlon does not need laws that force adolescents to go, to

» I‘ el \_’

schoold It needs schools and school-related programs that make adoiescentsa -

I .

y ) . - i “ - < . RITIS
T e T Lowm ;e gchobl 1&avﬁ age
. \ L] e
. : should bc dwopped to age fourteen. - This recommendation produced much ¢

. w

%urbrlse and co trovorsyq. ?hc arvicle I ‘read con81gted of the comments of
’ ten hlghly rc»pected educators»f;om agross the country, cne belng our own
" . NSBA Prcgldcnt Phlllp Sw;Ln. %helntcommcnt were 'in response to the quegtians;i
+ Do you agr;e with the recommendatlon of the. commission that the school agc ‘

» - a

.« * be lowered to IL?sand Why? Only ubo of these tenumgn agreéed with the re-

t

’ - K . . T .
comsendation of the, ‘commission. The’q}hér elght'gusg didn't thlnk it could
. T - DT
.t work. AT .- T T o .
. ¢ : . . \. T
Now this article was' really an eye-opener for me. In my blissful )
‘ a ¢ <

state of ignorance I hadn't reallzed such a conbroversy even exlated ou

-

sce, Arizona's law is basically 14 yrs. on~concclvably ‘even 12 or 13.

It's one'of those‘"ekceptions".l mentianed earlier that most of the state's

="
(9

coupulsorj education laws have attached to them. This particular exception ¢
o

1 B 1

says the Chlld is excused from attendlnp school if he or qhe has comolcted

\‘l . ’ ’ . . e
5 %
gg:éé; . the grammar school course prescribed by thESState Board of Educatlon. e

_ ,A,L ~ ~ _ ~ \ — ,&; — ~ ~ ~ + P ', - 7., - ~ - ~ ~ — . ~ .'
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' S
< “Grg.“\r schaol" in Arizona bnxna bhrouph the Bth graae, and the maJorlty .
. s % v . . ) ;
© ,{oﬁipth rraders beirg, 14 year, old ypon graduation, gur age oieeompletlon . v
. 'd ) B S . % *

.. »
‘ .Y N . B
; . . N . N

+ . is basically 14 xears. _ ° . ., et .

2 - N - . * .
- » e l“; -‘ , .
S I mlpht erlwlﬂ that this is no“secret in 6hr;state. - The.law’'was made
@ ; v : - ',s ,
1 by our Terretorial Ie y)Lura in, 1879.% 4n Aplzogan 1faaskcd what tbe
. compulscry education requiresents are wonld probably 33y, "through the 8th
! 4 o :

. . = 0 ~
‘ grade" and pcrhans not even know.the actugl ages arexllsted as 8 - 16 : 1E. . '
. # B €

* Thé reason I stress uhls polnu.ls probablj fairly obylouq. This péint

-

-

handed re a whole bunch’of the nyiews" I was seeking on a platter. ‘They ,
»

P ,;‘ -

were the ideas on compulsory attendance I gFaw up with in Arizona2 CA11.1

. .

pad to ¢ now was look aroun%‘me at how things are done in my state afd

¢ -~

[
. - . P _—

~tell you why noﬂ—iomphlsory edugatién at the high schocl level wiorks forﬁ
m,. b . .. T ’j ,

us and how hell Lt works. - . Y ECRE

< . * .

'Another veity - important reason for stregsing nX,p01nt that non«compulqory o

’-

secontary. educgtion does wérk is to pro"e tha t .elght men gan be‘hrong ———

H . . T N
"and what woman In—her Tight mind could \pass up a chance like that?

N . . '
. . 4 . .

8,
Now L'm not y01ng to try to tell you that we in irlzona have all. the’

t  gnswers-or that no problems exist.  But en the whole, I think we are satls—

v, s «@

. fied with our systen .dnd indeed Arizona has produced her share of success-

.o fdl,;well—eddéated people. He have three state, universities, none of them

.
©

lacking-students. o v .
) . ¢ ’ A " e » N
o There are many combined factors that account for the fact that most of

our students choose to continue their education past the 8th grade and on

) 2

thrgugh the 12th, grade.”
4 ¥

N One majof reason for a child choosing to continué beyond the Bth grade

or at least until 16 years of age is our child~labor law. To be employed

. . . .. L
, under the age of 1éfgidhild must present the employer with a certificate .
. .‘. " 1 * * . .
.0 whigh‘stafés that he is excused from school attenda.ncn for one of the ) g;
S . 7 -
- - ’ v . . ’

) |
R ~ ¥, A .t ) o . .




el

13 - N o,‘? .
-y Y * i
p(é.nl r\‘?d%) o '»‘;i
y o

[

‘abccptable reasons, such as 8ti. grade completion.' The employcr must ‘then
> by
{ 1mmedla wlv file the certificate w*th the cpunty "school superlntondant .

) -
% . R

together wath x.staﬁement of tle nature of employrment.. Other laua preqcrlbe 3 N
{

the Jtyre of work althablP and the hour which é <hild may work. These - e

e ~. -

restrlutnonq llmlt the’ number og avallablc worthwhile JODS to whone most

- -

. i3

PRI

stuﬂents fird it nore pragtiqal'to continue ;school until they are at least "
& ! . . , . >

.
- @ - . . . v - B -
.

.- <, t

sixteen. - . K A 5
A * b\' ¢ ,1 - ~ .

~

! " By that tlﬁe, it 15 hoped thaL thrOUph expos ure«to worklstudy courses,

, . - P &
. vocatlonal.eduqatxon, and caroer.educatlon the student has enough maturlty ; -
- ¢ te fave set hlmself a goal or an 1de° of mhat he xmants for the futufe.

s & LY PN
» p- .’

™ ;&rl ona rgalxzed a long time Ago “Shat wlbhébur main 1ndustr1es b%%ng

.

-

3
R

. ayrlculture and m*nlng, vocat.ional education was absolutely necesqarv to L.

- make school meaningful for many. -We also found vocational educdtion‘gc be
. A . ¥ .

-, .the type most desiTed by our large percentage of minority races, mainly -

t, ) € £ ‘\ .
fexican-Aterican and: Indian. .

” . . o
* -~

: About 2 yeérs aro, Arizona became a pilot state for Career Education. b

1

.

We now have a2 very comprehensive program be inrding in kindergarten and °
1 y : 4 p A

continuing throﬁgh grade 12, IiL's too soon to tell how much impact’this

) will eventually have on our students desires to continue their education.

” »

But the initial signs are excellent and we have great hope for this program.
* By. early exposure to the various careers open to them, we hope to help

students_set their goals sooner. We can then better design our curriculum

to match theif needs.

We have also recognized that students who have never learned to read

or who have had difficull learning experiences are prinme candidates as
dropouts. We have a recent stale mandate for increased special education,
so that every school district in the state cap provide these studenis with

programs for special learning disabilities, remedial reading programs, ete.
v ’

El{j}:‘ _ This should make it possible for thiose who would otherwise give up, to be

A= successful students and make further eduggt ion a PPaCtlcal and de31rable 5oal,

" 2le
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. L Somgwhere in here I should mention the factors of socletal prcgsur :
. ) ' " tow “ « TS )

and seclf-resvect. .A student is expected by hlﬁ parento and pcerslto- h

- -

. ' at least ucoque encuczh education Lo enable him to be gelf—Sproﬁtlng and T+ .

- v

prcauctive,~and thcreby giving him self-respect. L., ! A

u I feel théit becausc secondarv educatlon is not compulsory in Arizona, .
‘

- N

. ' 'we ay educators are even more accountable ror the qualltv of our educatlon.
. [

v

. - ' ® I
‘ If Ve sée we are Iosing atudents, we.know we nust take a closér “lock at .our

<
* N .

_* program and-sce wncre ve are falllng to prov1de thdlr necds. . -

N - ~
- T ‘e

I bellsve our dropout rate to be no.worse than most states ana not as

-

* bad as others. It's, nearly 1mpooa}ble to flnd °tatlsf1c on_how many .
'
L4 - -
(students actually drop out, never to return. The statlstlos‘i do have, N

- -

> howev;r,‘cnow me»thau on a s»atew1de ba51s our b:g drnpout p01nt is after

. .~ . ‘ » a

* the.10th grade or vwhen the studnnu is sixteerf and can hold a regulan Job . "

# -
- “ .

- Also the uylbcntaﬁc of droHpuug is h;uncut among the mlnorlty races. =

* . %

As‘I gaid before, we don't have all thc answars, but we'lre Certxlnly

s LY ., ~p

. A

working to'ﬂind,tﬁem; In the meantime, our high qchools arp places for.. *«

learning), not-cusiodzal institutes., Our aamlnlstrators can dﬁvotg_more , T
- »

. of their time to improving the educational program rather than to pollclng ,

i

. attendaﬁbe. ind because most of the studénts are there o learn the dis-
\ -

-

_ruptive influences are fever.” : _ ‘]
. : I hope in presenting theve’ views I Maven't!sounded smug “or boastful.
e e B *~» .

I am preud of our educational system in Arizona. But where this idea of -
. . . 3 ~ *
. non-compulsory secondary education 15 relatively new to many of you, ve've .

N L4

had 75 years to learn by trial and error what is workable, and what is not,

.
.
» PR
. -

. and we are obv1ou°Ly still learning. ° . , .
] . .

roo. The .existence of compulsory school nttcndence at the secondarJ level .

- . .

) may help assure school attendance for some studcnts, but. does little to
) ' assure that ggz will learn. If we are to achieve today's goals in eeucatlon
Q . 77
[ERJf: X feel both the lavs requiring attondance %gf the basic high school progtams '_ //

rorerorieio v B
dp ’ R
A .
.
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offered in-most sthles: musts be remodelad. -1 believe Arizona's system
) .' -~ . )
is a good example to follow when drawing up your blue;z:n.nt.
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