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ABSTRACT

Three curriculum units for the fifth grade level
focus on: {1) conservation skills; (2) newspaper's history and
organization; and (3) television's skills and talents. Each unit's
behavioral objectives emphasize career opportunities within the
communications, newspaper, and television industries. A chart format
is used to list suggested coantent questions, teaching techniques and
learning activities, and learning resources and materials.
Culpinating activities and a special supplement describing suggested
projects for a newspaper-in-the-classroom program are featured in the
newspaper unit. The newspaper-in-the-classroom program includes
social studies, language arts, science, mathematics, and business
activities. Resource lists are provided for each unit and include:
books, encyclopedias, pamphlets, filmstrips, films, and
transparencies. (SD)
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SPECIAL NOTE

Because the Living Textbook Program of the Cleveland Plain
Dealer has been an excellent source of material for newspaper units,
the following supplementary section reclative to the program has been
added to this newspaper unit,




SUPPLEMENT TO UNIT

GENERAL OBJECTIVES OF THE LIVING TEXTBOOX PROGRAM

To develop students' skills in language arts, social studies,
mathematics, science, home economics and business.

To increase pupils' awareness and interest in their social environ-
ment, the problems of thei: world and efforts being made toward
solutions.

To encourage young people to read newspapers frequently, critically,
and perceptively.

To instill in youth a concern for public issues and integrity in
reporting those issues,

To teach the value of a newspaper in a free society.

To provide a medium of intellectual communication within families,
especially between parents and children,

To prepare the voters of today to be knowledgeable citizens, worthy
of their new responsibilities.
USING THE NEWSPAPER AS A TEACHING AID
SOCIAL STUDIES:
The newspaper not only is a report of daily events, but also is a
cortinuing record of those events, their causes aand effects., It can
also be a catalyst for class action in social causes.
A, Learning current events, relating them to historic facts,
B. Collection of clippings for classification under community
interest, educational problems, current history, geography,
maps and weather reports.,

C. Discussion of features on social problems such as drug usage.

D. Relation of information to care of public standards, values,
taboos and ethics.

E. Addition of words to vocabulary.

F. Military defense preparations,
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Study of violence in our society, its causes and effects.

H. Concept exploration:

1. Human interaction

2. Natural resources and ecology

3. Recreation, sports, occupations, industry

4. United HNations and U.S. involvement in international
affairs

5. U.S. or Ohio Supreme Court decisions

6. Union activity

7. Civil rights

8. Education

I. Relating the past to the present:

1. Follow progress of a current news topic and relate
to similar historic incidents.

2. Research historical background of a current news
item.

3. Relate original air flights to space travel or SST;
steamboats to nuclear submarines.

J. Projects:

‘ 1. Use a bulletin board showing opposing arguments in

a major issue and clip related news items.

2, Place news articles near a large wall map drawing
lines to the corresponding location.

3. Keep scrapbooks on certain subject areas and have
periodic class reports.

4. Play historian, guessing which current news topics
will be of importance in the year 2001.°

II. SOCIAL STUDIES ACTIVITIES:

Other uses in social studies:
A, Bulletin board displays.
B. Quiz contests.

C. Letters to editors.

D. Construction of maps for historical events or of weather
variations.

E. Use of chalkboard question box (on one issue of the same paper).
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F. Scrapbook of a month's important news events suitable for the
history books one hundred years from now.

G. Clippings of city council activities for a summary each month.

H. Observation of important events for a week or so in regard to
space and treatment of subject matter.

LANGUAGE ARTS:

The newspaper is an adult product which will continue to educate the
student long after his formal education has terminated. Learning to
read the paper quickly, perceptively and critically is, therefore,
essentiel.

A. Applications of rules of grammar in texts in print.
B. Detection of mistakes (bloopers in newspaper language).
C. Oral assignments:

. Descriptions of methods of reading a newspaper.
. Criteria for evaluating newspapers.

. Talk on the values of the classified ads.

. Dramatization of a job interview.

. Descriptions of lost/found articles for ads.

. English as a second language.

AWV WN-

D. Study of newspaper style, such as in punctuation and capitaligza-
tion.

E. Written assignmonts:

1. Selection of synonyms for words in headlines.

2. Construction of headlines and lead sentences based on an
event,

3. Preparation of a short news story of an important event
in a book.

4. Examples of nouns, participal phrases and gerund phrases in
opening sentences of news stories.

5. Construction of a news story with details on who, when,
where, what, why and how of an incident.

F. Other written assignments:

1. Use of news pictures for practice on captions.

2. Letters in answers to ads.

3. Write own obituary or epitaphs of famous persons.
4. Letters of sympathy and letters to the editor.




. G. Reading Activities:

Establish extracurricular reading clubs.

Indicate connotations of words, such as; sad, happy,
colorful, exciting.

Analyze current usages as the meanings of words evolve.
Choose an article from any section of PD and read it to
the class (involves a variety of reading levels and
interests).

Find synonyms and antonyms of given words.

K. WUriting activities:

10.
11.

12.
13.

IV SCIENCE:

Utilize words in headlines for learning sentence con-
struction, focusing on new words and the manner in
vhich a word is used.

Clip out action words and use to describe the news
plctures.

Write a letter to the ~ditor about a current contro-
versial issue.

Write a feature article or imaginary interview on a
celebrity in the news.

Correct typographical errors in preselected stories.
Write character sketches of favorite cartoon charac-
ters or news personalities.

Write the headlines for stories preselected by the
teacher.

Underline the basic ingredients of a news story: who,
what, where, when, why and how.

Study che newspaper as an imporiint form of communi-
cationin our time.

Use examples to point out the importance of concise,
meaningful vocabulary.

Write explanations of features, such as what the
cartoonist is saying.

Write captions or slogans for ads.

Crcate new headlines for articles.

The importance of science in today's highly technological world and
the rapid pace of discoveries make The Plain Dealer the perfect
vehicle for learning in all the scientific fields.

A. Discoveries too new for textbooks.

B. Records of scientific progress:

1.
2.

Inventions.
New satellites, moon landings, SST.

5
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Alr speed records.

Medical research.

Values of explorations in space.
AntZ-pollution progress.

nP W

C. Pictures for bulletin boards:

1. Those for particulcr subject (such as ecology).
2. Pictures of scientists at work.

D. Use of a n2ws story of any occurrences for pupil's trans-
lation into scientific terms. ;

1. Spontancous combustion as the cause of a fire.

2. Automobile accident through involved momentum and
center of gravity pull,

3. Possible erosion of parts or sudden loss of power
in steering,

E. Study of weather reports, earthquakes, tidal waves, or volcanoes.

F. Early plans for science fair exhibits from suggestions in news
articles.

G. Keeping up~to-date:

1. Prepare notebooks with clippings about new drugs,
medical accomplishments, epidemics, space flights,
geological and archaeological discoveries.

2. Make a Who's Who in Sciemce" bulletin board and
clip related news stories.

3. Compile a science dictionary of technical termin-
ology.

4, Keep a file record of related scientific theories
and the recearch done on each.

5. Conduvct clasc broadcasts of news pertaining to
current scientific events and discoveries.

6. Conpile a weekly or monthly science newsletter.

7. Tile all health columns or all "Ask Andy" columns
in The Plain Dealer.

8. Scieatifically evaluate the claims of related
advertisars,

9. Collect cartoons concerning health and science,
especially on current topics of interest (water
and air pollution, smoking).

10. Use scientific explanations in analysing newspaper
accounts of accidents and discuss preventive
measurec. :

11. Collect daily horvscope reports and show scientific
fallacies in early mythological beliefs, basic
truths underlying false beliefs and ambiguity of
unscientific statements,
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H. Interesting activities:

1. Collect news stories illustrating some former
thinking that has proven inaccurate (e.g., sur-
face of moon).

2. Discuss news stories with non-scientific tena-
bility (e.g., the world will end in thirty days).

3. Discuss accounts of recent scientific discoveries,
inventions and accomplishments.

4. Keep a scrapbook or file of topics including water
and air pollution, sewage and garbage disposal,
environmental control and recycling problems.

5. Through news stories, become familiar with these
organizations and their contributions:

a. American Medical Society

b. American Heart Association

c. American Dental Association

d. American Tuberculosis Association
e. American Cancer Society

6. Use a moon map to indicate lunar landings and give a
brief summary of each mission,

7. Assign groups to do medical research from the news-
paper on specific areas including smoking and cancer,
heart attacks, polio, arthritis, etc.

8. Assign a science reporter and have regular broad-
casts of current science news.

9. Study the waather map.

10. Keep a scrapbook of scientific advances of foreign
countries.

11. Compare space exploration of different countries.

12. Hold discussion panels on assigned areas including
medical advances, computer techmology and environ-
mental control.

MATHEMATICS:

Fundamental math processes can be easily illustrated using the news-

paper.

Applicability of mathematical concepts to daily living is

stressed in the use of the Living Textbook in this subject area.

A, Peatures or articles on new concepts.

B. Sports section assignments:

1
2.

s W
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Check-ups on standings of teams.

Percentages of each team for both a win or loss
in the next game.

Batting averages.

Football statistics.




Examination of prices in grocery ads:

l. Plans for a family of four for twenty dollars
(menus).
2. Cost of food for family per week.

Costs of classified ads for a week:
Uses of financial page (i.e., fractionms):

1. Computation of costs of favorite stocks for $100
or $1,000.

2. Computation of possible gain or loss in stocks
for a month. ’

Enriching fundamental processes:

1. Compute averages of: one week's daily high or low
temperatures; several salaries listed in classi-
fied section; prices of various automobiles for
sale.

2. Use pictures in paper to illustrate angular per-
spective.

3. Compile budget allotments for family needs on a
daily, weekly, or monthly basis.

4. Collect clippings of homes for sale and discuss
average costs with certain specifications
(garage, air conditioning, etc.).

5. Use sports section information to devise rating
techniques for area teams, understanding the use
of division in computing team standings and indi-
vidual batting averages.

6. Use airline, bus and train advertisements to show
distances between cities, cost of total trip and
average cost per mile,

Graphs:
Make bar graphs, circle graphs and line graphs of:

1. Average age of death.
2. Cost of living index.
3. Stock gains and losses.
4. League standings.

Compute fractions, percentage ratios of:

1. Percentage of paper devoted to comics, sports,
news, advertising, and editorials.

2. Percentage of the United States have certain
(40, 50, 60, 70) temperature readings.

3. Rates of interest of various loan companies and
banks.

3R
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. VI. BUSINESS:

The newepaper can be successfully used to master business and
financial «~oncepts.

A. General projects and activities:

1. Make a budget, using shopping guides and grocery
ads.

2. Follow a stock, keep a graph of its gains and
losses and analyze how front page news stories
may have caused the ups or downs,

3. Tabulate yearly and monthly salaries from weekly
scales.

4. Find examples of financial concepts such as:
repossession, budget, appraisal, collateral,
security, asset, liability, credit, average,
ratio, discount, installment.

B. Comparisons; free enterprise:

1. Pay for an advertised item with different combina-
tions of currency denominations.

2. Chart grocery prices for a period of time, comparing
different stores' prices and indicating whether

. cost of certain items has changed, in what direction
and why.

3. Shop for bargains, considering discounts, quality of
similar items at different stores and special service
given by stores.

4, Study financial statements of companies, comparing
assets and liabilities.

5. Shop for the 'best deal" on mortgage and/or interest
rates at various banks, savings and loans, finance
companies.

6. Keep a scrapbook comparing home and property values,
determining trends of economic affluence and poverty
in certain areas; report any attempts at solutions
or progress made in solving problems in a declining
area and suggest further solutions.

7. Compare price ranges of different car dealers for the
same make, model and year; determine depreciation
rates based on comparing average prices for the same
make and model in consecutive years.
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BIBLIOGRAPHY

Books:

Bailey, Barnes, Horracks. Our English Language. New York:
American Book Company, 1960.

Conlin, David A., Fillmer, H. T. et al. Qur Language Today.
New York: American Book Company, 1967.

Crosby, Muriel.. The World of Language. Chicago: Follett
Educational Corporation, 1970.

Cutwright, Jarolimek, King, Dennis, and Potter., Living In
the Americas. New York: McMillan, 1966.

Feigenbaum, Lawrence. This Is a Newspaper. New York: G.P. Putnam's
Sons, 1956.

Sterling, Edna L. and Rice, Mabel. English Is Our Laaguage. Boston:
D, C. Heath and Company, 1967.

Encyclopedias:

World Book - Vol. 12.

Compton's Encyclopedia.

Encyclopedia Britannica - Vol. 16.

Britannica Junior Encyclopedia - Vol. 1ll.

Pamphlets:

Your Newspaper (available free upon request from Roanoke Times).

The Newspuper In the Classroom (also free from Roanoke Times).

How To Get More Qut of Newspapers (Roanoke Times).

Filmstrips:

The Neighborhood Newspaper Story. Eye Gate House, Inc.

Films:

Newspaper Story - #37708 - Radford.

Colonial Printer - #05012 - Radford.

Writing Through the Ages - Radford.
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6.

Study Prints:

Caxton and Printing - #302 - Radford College.

Writing Through the Ages - #303 - Radford College.

Transparencies:

Gutenberg Press (avallable from Roanoke Times).

30

Rotary Press (available from Roanoke Times - pattern only for both).
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BIBLIOGRAPHY

(Ashtabula County Public Library)

1. Books (Children's):

Meshover, Leonard. You Visit a Newspaper-Television Station.
Chicago: Benefic Press, 1965.

Wilkenson, Jean, Come to Work With Us In a Television Station.
Milwaukee: Sextant Systems, Inc., 1970.

2. Filmstrips:
(Austinburg)

Sound Waves

Light and How It's Reflected

(Cork)

Magnetism and Electricity

Light, Heat, Sound

(Geneva)

Electricity
Light and Color

Exploring Sound
{Spencer)

Making Electricity




