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ABSTRACT :

Th;s document describes how a presidential libra:y
and its resources can be used in the classroom. The John P. Kennedy -
Library attempts to reach three publics: the senior-level scholars;

the general public; and teachers and educators interested in bringing

the resources to the classroom. The library contains a variety of
resources including historical documents, museum objects, andiovisnal
materials, and oral history interviews. Prom these resources, eight
educational learning units wvere developed for use in the classroom,-
with considerable variation in the amount of structure and the kinds
of activities. The focus of each unit is to provide ‘students with
primary source materials--letters, memoranda, records, transcripts,

articles, readings-—-pertinent to the subject of the unit. It is up to

individual teachers to determine the best use of the materials for
their classrooms. The library also disseminates films, document
reproductions, and selected bibliographies. . (Author/JR)




What is a pteszdential library? 1s it a -e-or.ial co a former preszdent? L
collecticn of books? A repository of documents and memorabilia? An historical ..
museum? The John F. Kennedy Library staff belzeves a pzes.idennal ubrary is a11 ' .Lj,

.of these--and muc. more. PR ST T

Working out of temporary headquarters in Waltham, Massachusetts, while LT
awaiting completion of the permanent Library facility in nearby Cambridge, the
Kennedy Library staff has specified education as the basic goal of the Library. '
“Ne are aiming, in everything we do, to raise people’s level of understanding .
about the political-governmental processes of our country,” explains John stcmt, .
Assistant Director for Archives. The staff believes President xennedy muld -
enthusiastically endorse their approach. .

Dan R. Fenn, xcnnedy Library Director, is confzdent that presidential L
libraries, and the Kennedy Library in particular, are uniquely equipped to pctfon,‘
an educational service. Three assumptions urderlie his belief and tbe dmlop-ntz
of educational programs at the JFX Library: - S

1) studying the recent historical past is of vital signifzcance“!n belpmg

young people understand contemporary American life;

2) events in the career and administration of John F. Kennedy ‘can fmztfull

- be analyzed by those seeking an appreciation of certain hs.lc coacep:s
about American political and governmental processes;

3) imaginative teachers can successfully use manuscript ntetnl “and ‘othe

U S OEPARTMENTOF HEALTH, . unique resources of archival institutions.to help students deve‘lopwihtel
NATIONAC IneTIELFARE lectually and to heighten their interest in particular academic-subficts:
EOUCATION Working from these assumptions, Fenn and Stewart began some. two years. . ago to

THIS DOCUMENT MAS SEEN REPRO develop an educational program based on the resources, both printed and Iumn ;o
$’.‘.’§i‘;,,i;:‘g;L;},‘J,‘,ﬁ‘,:}’,ﬁ%:,g?,ﬁ" available in the Library. With the additional assistance of Barbara Waters,-- -
AY'P:G!Y POINTS GF VIEW OR OPINIONS ] Coordinator of Instructional Development, the Library is now ready to extend .it
SENT Orr A NA T GSARILY REPaE services to interested teachers in classrooms across the nation. .

EOUCATION POSITION OR POLICY _ .o S .
THE KENNEDY LIBRARY tOLLECTlON T R .
Before focusing on the education program developed at Kennedy Library, it %
useful to explore the nature and function of the Library itself. 1In diacnu:lng 4
the Library, Stewart begins by explaining that the institution's primary. funct:lon.
is not to memorialize the former president. The building structure will serve.as: - ; iz
a memorial but the operation of the Library will not. "W2 ar. not interested -in ; 2
perpetuating Camelot...or in trying to make of the facts of Ptes:.dent l(ennedy':
life something that never exlsted, says seewa:l:. -
If the Kennedy Library is not primarily a memorial, what is it? A bri.ef .
survey of the Library's many holdings and services will help answer that. question
As part of the National Archives and Records Sexvice of. the. federzl gmm-
ment, the Kennedy Library is first and foremost a repository for many klnda o£
historically significant documents—-some 25,000 boxes of materials holding -
22 million documents. There are 150 distinct collect:lons of manuscripts and
archives in the Library. Pl
One category of materials is the collection of John P. Kennedy papors which,,,
includes everything from handwritten drafts of speeches, to microfilm copieo of,
important official records, to letteis received by the Kennedy family. ezee: tﬁe
president's assassination. 1In addition to JFK's papers, there are collectionl ot.
personal papers donated by other persons prominent in recent American polltical‘
hlstory-d‘ohn Kenneth Galbraith, Robert F. Kennedy, James Warburg, Thomas P,
- 0'Neil, and Theodore White, to name but a few. TS
Also housed in the Library is an extensive collection of u\emorabllia, or’
museum objects. These items relate mainly to President Kennedy and include his .
rocking chairs, decorative items from his office, and gifts given to- ehe
president and his family during his years of public- service. -
Another Library collection is the holding of printed or publlshed :.'emm.'cesq
Although not primarily a book 1ibrary, the JFK Library staff is endeavoring to .
gather an exhaustive collection of material written by and about President
Kennedy They are also amassing a general collecti.on of books on mld-tweneleth
. century American political history. . R
A fourth category of materials ig the audiovisual collecei.on. A sau;plc of
these materials are photographs of the president and his family, audi.otapes of -
presidential speeches, news footage donated by television networks and other. i
orqanizations, and a large holding of political and social docunenta:y producti.onl s
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! L | o . ) Acnvm;sosms aouu F. KENNEDY

‘i‘

with more than 1,000 people who have important insights into the hnmdy )
‘&inh tration and other subjects of interest to the Library. T
In addition to gathering and organizing the varied holdings of the r.ihrary,
staff is equally interested in developing programs which will encourage
help people use the Library's resources. Some programs include the divect use’
of Library collections. One such project _currently being undertaken is called a
“decision film." This film, based on coliections in the Library relating to
JIK's executive order on housing discrimination, will place the audience in the .
_ president's chair and will pose, at several points, alternative decision choices. ..

k an munt ooilccuon still being developed is recorded oral history inter-

interested in mid-twentieth century governmental affairs. The Library‘’s cosmu~
nity visitor program, for example, brings leading public figures to communities
in the Boston axu for a day of -ectings and discussi.ous with school and ci\ric .
groups. - -

N ﬁ

W0 D0ES THe LIBRARY SERVE? : -l

The Kennedy Library staff hopes to serve three "publics.® One group is the °
senior-level scholars--graduate students, professional historians, writers--people’
having a specialized interest in the unique materials available at the Library. A .
second group is the general public, people who will come to the Library to cbserve
the erhibits or explore the Library collections. The third public.is persons R
involved in formal education programs--teachers, students, school administrators,
curriculum specialists, textbook publishers--educators interested in. bringing the
_rcmcesofthebioratytoyoungpooplc. 5T
: It was this third public that Fenn, Stewart, and vaters had in nind vheu
. ‘organized a meeting in February 1972 of some 20 people from public and private _.

. secondary schools and university schools of education. At this meeting the .~ ..
Library staff and the educators explored approaches for making the Library’s -
resources available and useful to teachers and students. The meeting resulled in -,
the concept of educational learning units. The purpose of the units.was _to put.
the unique resources of the Library into # format that would be adaptable to many .-
-~ classroom situations and needs. Now, two years later, the m Library. he.s eight
*| educar.onal nnits available for field testing.

EIGHT EDUCATIONAL 'UNITS. FROM THE KENNEDY LIBRARY . o .

Over the past two yeaxs the Kennedy Library staff has experinented with a

_ humber of learning units. The eight units which they have selected for publica-
© tion are br:lefly dcscri.bed by the developers as follows: ;

} 1) Seven nclps of the President: A Social Studies Leirning Package for Grades
" -Seven Through Nine (teacher's guide and student copy) combines Kennedy Library
documents and audiovisual resources in an individualized instructional format to
" teach the roles of the president and to enable the student to interpret the
president's activ:lt:lcs"u seen on television and in the prcss.

~2’- The nuident Inforns thc People: A Learning Program on chsidm‘.hl Press Kennedy L*brary staft and ‘ed cato .*
Conferences (teacher's guide and student resource materials I-VI) includes a eva]uate ]earn‘i ng un{ts duringkﬂlq

number of suggested activities and a lengthy series of documents relating to
chsi.dcnt Kennedy* a ‘November 20, 1962 press conference.

3) An Amsbassador Communicates with Washington: A Packet of Documents lro- the
Papers of John F. Kennedy illustrates techniques and problems in transmitting .
international relations information to and from Washington. The documents,
" selected focus on the Dutch-Indonesia dispute over West New Guinea and were col-
" lactad from nat:lonnl secnr:lty and the pus:ldcnt:lal office files. .

] 4) z'bo Pruidcnt Co.uucatas wlth His staf‘: A Collection of mnotanda scnt by
. John P. Kennedy to Members of the White House Staff provides a small sample of
" memoranda from President Xennedy to his White House staff illustrating how a
- president establishes a working relationship with his staff based on delegation
of decision uld.ng And assumption of & lndcrship role within a f.cdoral

NS

AREE
«
B




Cambridge area students tour the
Kennedy Library‘s temporary facili

3 -

LA ot 1 P
"’»ﬁz.-';?:" E
e

[

Kennedy Library staftand

evaluate Tearning units during

[ - = v -

"
e T

P PRTTV AN
e L .

O A T T R L 2 GV




ew and ‘ - -
Sunmer Insti tute

T
B A S e T
L L “,’“\

o

5) Nemorands for the
«ennedy by‘Membexs of -

ident: A a:.uoction of nocunnt: pnpnd for abh r.
White Nouse Staff is a.collection of memoranda (with
suggested activities discussion questions} to illustrate the iq:oxmt ‘role .
of the president's staff in providing the president with inforsation.  .This ool
lection of memoranda to the president illustrates the large nusber-of "issids: con-
fronting the president; staff suggestions regarding issues;. docioim that t!n i
-president is asked to make, inforz:llir the president requests, hth:lng !ouat‘ :
for the president’s nmntou mnngs, and thl vritm fomt o£ top-lml e X

~

_commutication. ] . e

6) 7The Presidential Press sacgctu-y: A mnocuoa of Docuulnta nlnltuting tho
Relationships of the President's Press Secretary and of the White House Press -
Corps Members provides a narrative on pusidontm press relations in recent ~
history and a series of documents nl\umtinq the nnqc of um \d.th which a-

p:ou umtuy -ut ‘deal.
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7) ﬂn npccntim for & New Adninimauon. ‘a couaction ot' nuugu miva!
. by President Xennedy after the Election of November 8, 1960 p:oviau 2 broad uql
of hop‘s and expectlt.ions for a new adlinistnt.ion. .

8) The Freedom Ridcrs: A conection of Documents nchting to At;cnpt: in th-
Spring of 1961 to Desegregate Bus Facilities in Seven States in the South consist:
of a sampling of memoranda, telegrams, and other co-nnicat.ions recei.vod. d\n::lng
the ci.vil rights denonstnt.ions in the spring of 1961 .

-

There is oonsidenble variation in the a:ount of stmcturc u\d t.hc !dndc of
activities within the eight units. Perhaps the most structured unit,” and the._:
only one directed specifically toward junior high students, is Seven Roles of. tb.
President. The teacher's guide for this packet spcciﬁn the overall ﬁnif. & :
objective-~"to- enable a student to master the concept that:the- mzi.can ptuidcw
is a bundle of specific: responsibilities which often ovexhp"-deulh lpcc.iﬁe -
performance objectives, gives suggestions for incorporating the unit’ into. &,
general curriculum, outlines activities, suggests discussion quest.im. uﬂtl L
materials, and presents pre- and post-tests. g i

The student material begins with an :[nt:oéucto:y filmstrip on tlu mcn .
roles of a president: Chief of State, Chief Executive, Chief Diplo-a!:., m
in Chief, Legislative Leader, Political Leader, Popular Leader. Copiu of ori.ghv
documents, such as letters, appointment calendars, and speeches génerated by ™
President Xennedy are then made available to students, along with slides of m
performing various presidential functions. 1In vorking' ‘with these ntori.alu .
students are asked to identify the role the presi.dent is performing in the =
different situations. Used together, the student packet and inatzuctol:' K
provide a structured, complete unit of study. ‘

Another highly structured unit is The Pruident Infom ;be m;lc;,p:cpnod
in cooperation with John S. Gibson, Lincoln Pilene Professor, Tufts Univonity. :
The objective of this unit is to help students understand how the pxui.dcnt “of
the United States seeks to inform the American public about the duties of his'
office and the important issues of the day. The presidential press eoufo:cnec
emphasized, with most learning activities centering on President Kcnmdy'm
Novesbezr 20, 1962 press oonfcronco, vhich ecnecmd thc prwiuioul uetlmn
the Cuban.missile crisis. - BEE
- The student material contained 1n this' unitwinclmt sbz typu,of aomt*
replicas: memoranda conaminq the phyli.cal mangmnts and fotnbof the.. A
press conference; background infoxmation on- “the.issues’ dhmudx‘bzhﬂm plpcr.
used by the ‘president in preparing for the conference;-the o!ficin tmncrtpt ot

- the conference; articles and editorials zclatinq to the- confct.nco, m lm:kgm

reading material on the relationship betwean the’ yruidmt and the prcu.u log:h g
16 mm film and cassettes axe available’for purchuo o: tontal fron tho ubnty to
accompany this wnit.
‘The remaining six units available fm the !d.bury are lcu ctmtund Hos
of the units include some brief background material for the tucher and’ m’ sctd
ity suggestions. However, the focus of thase units is to provide students vﬁ:h
primary source materials--letters, ‘memorands, _records, transcripts, a:ti_q;?osw ’
rudings-pu'thunt to the subject of the unit,’ ;e is up to mchou to.determiy

«4/
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5) MNemoranda for the ident: A Collection of Documents Prepared for John F.-
Xennedy by Memders of White Nouse Staff is a collection of memoranda: (with
suggested activities discussion questions) to illustrate the imgortant role -

of the president's staff in providing the president with information. This col~ - )
lection of memoranda to the president illustrates the large number:of issuss -con~ -
fronting the president, staff suggesiions regarding issues, d.ci.lim that the Al
president is asked to make, inforz:lli:r the president requests, briefing fow:ut ~
for the president's numerous uoting-, and m vri.tten format o£ top-lml TN T aE
communication. ) .
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6) ﬂn Presidential Press socrmry: A CO.uoccicn o.f Docmnnts n.lumnum tht
Relationships of the President's Press Secretary and of the White House Press -

Corps Members provides a narrative on pnlidontin press relations in, nc,ut C oo
history and a series of documents illusmf.inq tbe ungo of inuu vith vhi@ & -

a7y

_'press secratary -ut*dnl. : LR "f

7) The xxpacutioas for a New Muinistuc!ou: “a Conection ot' Bcuagos MM
:._ othopumde:pecutionsto:amad-inhtntion.“

8) The Freedom Riders: A Collection of Docn-ents nehc!ng ca Attoupu in tht ;
Spring of 1961 to Desegregate Bus Facalities in Seven States in the soueh ‘consists’
of a sampling of memoranda, telegrams, and other eo—mieatims teoei.vod. duxing 5
the civil rights demstntions in the spring ot 1961 T

There is eonaiderable variation in the’ aount ot -tmctnre tnd the kindl of«v
activities within the eight units. Perhaps the most structured unit,” and the-
only one directed specifically toward junior high students, is Seven. Roles of tbo
President. The teacher's guide for this packet spcc:lt:lel the overall imit 4;*.; : ~
objective--"to enable a student to master the concept that the American ptui.deucr"
is a bundle of specific responsibilities which often ove:lap"-detuns lpcciﬁc
pexformance objectives, gives suggestions for incorporating the nnii:‘into a
general curriculum, outlines activities, suggests diacussion questim. lﬁj:l
materials, and presents pre- and post-tests. > BT

The student material begins with an int:oductory filmstyrip on tlu uvuy
roles of a president: Chief of State, Chief Executive, Chief mplout, Cosmander -
in Chief, Legis)ative Leader, Political Leader, Popular Leader.. .Copies of otigtml’
documents, such as letters, appointment calendars, and speeches gcn.uua by”"
President Xennedy are then made available to ltudonu, along with ludu of- .mr .
pexforming various presidential functions. In vo:lunq with these utorith. e
students are asked to identify the role the president is performing in the -
different situations. Used together, the student packct and mtzuctol:'s guidc
provide a structured, complete unit of study.

Another highly structured unit is The President “Informs the mnlc,,p:gpu«t
in cooperation with John S. Gibson, Lincoln Pilene Professor, Tufts University. > 5
The objective of this unit is to help students understand how the p:uidont oﬁ
the United States seeks to inform the American public about the dnr.lu of his: ,\ :
office and the important issues of the day. The presidential b:cu confm is’
emphasized, with most learning activities centering on President Kcnnody g -
Novesber 20, 1962 press conference, which concerned f.bc ptaviu.oul e
the Cuban missile crisis. R PO LS RAgE

The student material contained in this unit incluaor lbc typvot docmont
replicas: memoranda concerning the physical unngmnts and tonut of the -
press conference; background information on the issues dhcumd; brhtluq plpcrt :
used by the president in preparing for the conference; the of!icial tnnlctipt 9
the conference; articles and editorials relating to the conference, u@ baqumnd“
reading material on the relationship between the president and the press.- s
16 sm film and cassettes are available for ‘purchase or xcntal Lrom' tho ; ntgw
accospany this wit. i 55

“The remaining six units available from the !.ibrary ‘are lcu ct:nctﬂ:od ‘Noat
of the units include some brief background material for the teacher and some activ=
ity suggestions. However, the focus of these units is to provide studente with
primary source materials--letters, memoranda, records, transcripts, u‘ticfu 2
readings~-pertinent to the subject of the unit, It :ll up to tnchou u .
the bolt use ot the l\lt.r:lll for tboi.t n:udtnts. S - .




* " EVALUATING THE: UNITS

To date, field testing of the Kennedy Library educational units has been

. limited. However, a group of 15 classroom teachers from the Boston area were

invited to the Library last sumner for a three-day :lnst::lt:ute dnr:lng which the
units were reviewed and evaluated. Rt
- Stewart reports the general response of the teachers vas’qui.te posi.t:i.ve. .
~°  They felt that having reproductions of authentic documents would bring a sense of

- reality to the study of history and government. Their major concern about the
. uaits was the high vocabulary level of the primary materials provided in the stu-
_dent packets. They questioned student ability to read and comprehend some_of the
sophisticated language and complex content of the documents. -The Kennedy Library
staff recognizes the vocabulary problem and is hopeful that teachers field testing -

the units will discover ways to handle or adapt the materials without los:lng the

. rul:lsn of t.he orig:inal documents.

,H(ll TO ACQUIRE THE KENNEDY LIBRARY EDUCATIONAL UNITS

For further information, write: .

. John Stewart - e
~ John F. Kennedy Library ‘;5=;
380 Trapelo Road . s
‘walthmn, Massachusetts 02154

- The e:.ght: learning unit:s described in the preceding section are ptesently .
available for pilot.testing from the John P. Kennedy Library (see address informa— -
tion below). If you are interested in field testing one or all of the units in i
. your classes, the Library staff would welcome your help. They are eager to deter— .~
. mine how the materials will work with students of different ages and abilities, .

and they are interested in knowing aow students respond to the materials and .
tachniques in the packets. The staff will ask each teacher receiving the packets .
*  to complete a short written evaluation of the materials.. -

: In addition to the educational units, the Kennedy Library has other mt:e-

rials available to teachers and interested persons. Three films, One Thousand
_ Days, The Kennedy-Nixon Debates, and J.F.X. Speaks to Houstonm Ministers on the
-*  Religious Issue, are available for rental. A packet of document reproduction:, L
" including a letter written by young John Kennedy to his father and a personally
edited copy of the speech given by President Kennedy in West Berlin, is available. .
The Library also produces selected bibliographies and infoimational handouts on
its resources. cOntact the Library for further information on any of these
materials. - - -

To many people, the image of a presidential libraty is t:hat: of an :anos:lng o

‘-, _building with a "do not touch” atmosphere. The John F. Kennedy Library hopes to
" _ change that image. By using the Library's unique resources to develop useful and _
interesting learning experiences, the staff hopes to bring its users into closer
contact with the realities of political and governmental process in tlie United State

.- ~- - P EEE

. X Ca-puut lucrotn- Inuu-tlonal cary
e " ’,'. .P.0. Box 190

R T v Arlington; VA zzuo

. Orderby ED nuinber and specify whether’ yowmrf

hardéopy, HC (A photoreproduction of the odghli),

ot microfiche, MF (a card of xmcroﬁche). To résd

MF, you need a microfiche reader, availible a

most libraries. Paymem must aecompany orders

"ERIC DOCUMENTS R S

B

ED 084 214 ~ How to Visit a Museum. By Pierre Rebetez. 203 pP.
MF~$.75, HC-$10.20, plus postage. Available from

Manhattan Publishing Company, 225 Lafayette St., . umknslooo.

New York, N. Y. 10012 - $5.50. The primary aim of . \‘1«f‘, :
i this document is to encourage schools and museums . Lo R ) i
. to unite their efforts to further the use of the S - <
. museum for teaching purposes and to promote the w

- full development of creative facilities. p

ED G81 686 - Musewun Resources Center. Final Evaluation Report.

: 20-pp. MF-$.75, HC-$1.50, plus postage. This -is

) the final report of a project which was designed

- to integrate field trips to museums and historic

2 sites in social studies courses, to develop primary
source materials, and to disseminate informatjon
about the project and available educational
resources which can be used by teachers and students

pr ﬁlcsf,;j'
promuo T

855 Broadway, = - ¥
Boulder. Coiorado 60302

£~ ED 077 828 - Muaeums, Imagination, and Education. 148 pp.
oL , Available from Unipub, Inc., 650 First Ave., New
e "~ -York, N. Y. 10016 - $6.00. Twelve authors offer

' .creative ideas for using museums to further world-
.wide education. International trends 1n museum
education are discussed.




