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Because of the low density of its population and
subsequent low property tax support, library service in Oklahoma is
based on the multicounty library operating as a single unit. 8ith the

help of federal funds, such units ncw cover one-third

of the state

and 60 percent of its population utilizing branch libraries and
bookmobile service. Service to children has a high priority. The
Oklahoma Decpartment of Libraries conduccs workshops on all aspects of
children's services and undertakes those services which can be done
most efficiently on a large scale or a comparative basis. A good

example is the Children's Statewide Summer Prograa in
and nonsystem libraries of all sizes participate. The
Libraries also works to establish juvenile collection
provide interlibrary loan .service to children as well
to stimulate local libraries through the distribution
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PUBLIC LIBRARY SERVICE TO CHILDREN IN OKLAHOMA

Oklchoma is o beoutiful stote covering 69,919 square miles (174,797 square
kilometers), 30% in form lands, 42% in pasture lands, ond 21% in forests.
In this area there are o few more thon 2,500,000 people, 641,000 of them

children under 14 yeors of oge.

There are two cities of more thon 100,000 inhabitonts. Two more foll between

50,000 ond 100,000 ond the next six In size ore between 50,000 ond 25,000.

The density of population averages obout 37 people per square mile, or 15

per square kilometer, For purposes of comparison it may help you to think of
Finlond, Liberia, or Rhodesia with density of 14, ond Iran or Swedzn averoging
18 people per square kila. Czechoslovakio, smaller thon Oklahoma by 400,000
square kilos, has a population density of 113 compared to owr 15, So the
picture emerges of a largely rural Oklohoma with o few progressive metropoliton

arecs of moderate size.

When we come to consider public library service to the children of an areo, we
find we must see it as port of the lorger picture of library service to the entire
populotion. And, since public libraries in the USA generolly derive their
financiol support from property taxes, we need to take o brief look at this source

of income in Oklohoma to understand the kind of library systems thot are devel-

oping there.

by Mary Ann Wentroth

Public Library Consultant

for Children's Services
Oklahoma Department of Libraries
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Because of the scoitered populotion it is customary to use the county, or o
group of related counties, as the geographicol ond governmentol unit for
statewide plonning. So in considering financiol resources for librories, you
need to know thet in our state the people in o county may tox themselves up
to 2 mills pcr thousand dollors of ossessed valuation for the support of public
libraries. This means that o county having an assessed voluetion of
$890,747,967 con roise $1,781,495 1o support its library for o year. This
sounds like o great deal of money until it is pointed out that it amounts to
spending 55.38 for each person in that county for books, films, building
maintenance, professional and clerical salaries, and 30 on for o yeor's

library services.

If that seems inadequate, consider thot there are only two counties in the
state that have anything like this much money to spend. Seventy-three
counties have less than $100,000,000 property valuation each, which meens
less thon 200,000 possible dollars per county for hbrorlcs:

Toke for example Adair County, population 15,000 ossessed valuotion
$8,570,500. They could reolize $17,000 to support litrary service for the
yeor 1973. But they have joined with contiguous counties to form o system
ond by pooling their money they are oble to enjoy something more neorly
opprooching odequote library service. Certainly something better than they
have ever known before .
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For the past several years the stote legislature hos included amall amounts

in the Oklchoma Department of Libroriss' budget fot gronts~in—aid to systems
which find even a 2-mill assessment inadequate to support libraries. It is to
be hoped that this trend con b continued and expanded.

An OklM multi-county library operales as o single organization, not os
o federation of independent institutions. Therse is one director who supervises
and administers the operation of the headquesters, the branches, and the
bookmobiles. Encouroged ond implemented by Federal Funds during t.v past
16 yeors, it hos been possible to establish six multi-county systems plus two
single county systems, covering 29 counties or slightly more than one third of
the geographical area of the state and 80% of the population (sse attached
mop). Our largest system o present covers six counties, serving 131,620
people spread over 6,718 square miles (16,795 square kilometers .

- in areas where the population is too dispersed to support a troditional branch
' librory, yet within the service areo of a system, a lorge self-contained book-
mobile brings books and services to the croswoods. What such service con meon
is expressed in the following letter from a boy who lives just outside the area
served by one of the lorge syxterss:

Deor Sirs:

| must write you and express my good feeling toword the
bookmobile and the Choctaw Nation Multi-county Library.
i find being 0 school dropout like myself getting books to




read would hove been hord to do. But the bookmobile
stopped my worry olmost that is. to put it in ploin words,
we need you in McCurtoin County veiy much. the
reasons ore following: 1. we need you 30 i wouldn't
have to hitchhike about 15 miles there and 15 back.

Sept.3 i went to Octavia to stay with o friend ond got
in trouble with his dod because i had to stay olnight every
time | wanted to see the bookmobile so i was going to
sleep on the store porch till the next morning when the
bookmobile come. Howaver i cannot stay oll night with
them onymore so i will hove to get up early in the morning
ond try to moke it to the bookmobile in Octavio, ond
chonces are | won't make it before it leaves. i need 0
solution badly.

Reoson no.2. 4 days ago i tolked to 2 boys about while

! they looked over my books i hod checked out of the book~
mobile. “hey showed yreat interest in it. They wonted
me {0 get some books for them but i forgot ¢o in my hurry.
today Sent .6th | received 2 books from the mail unex-
pectedly from the library. they were book i had asked
for on the bookmobile. now i can prove to people that
you are for the good of us.

the postmaster and i were talking obout the bockmobile.
he soid they hod up to date histury books that he would
like to have. he asked me how much wos the payment.
he was stortled when i told him none ot oll. i om going
to get all of the peopls interest in the bookmobile to sign
it. 3 will enclose it in this letter. | om 16 yeors old but
i hops oge mokes no differen-e. | have 9 books in my
possession from the book mobile. i will close for now.

Sincerely yours,
JIMMY

P.S. if thisis not enough nomes i can get more.

The headquorters stoff of librarions includes specialists who have training ond
skills to assist the smoller branches in plonning and carrying out their services.

i Bronch librorians do not as a rule hove library degrees. They uwally have
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liberal orts backgrounds, sometimes including o few hours of library science.
There is a continuing in-service training program ond opportunities for these
individuals fo porticipate in overall planning for the system. Branch staff
people are recruited from the community in which they serve, 1o they are
sensitive 1o its needs ond reflect its culture and its philosophy. Books, moteriols
and supplies ore centrally purchased end processsd for greatest efficiency and
economy. Exhibits and progroms are plonned and coordinated fur use through-

out 0 system.

Service to the children has high priority in all of the systems. The small
communities are often oware of the importance and the need for this fleld of
service before they recognize a library's other potentials for usefulness.
Administrators olwoys see this as on area rich in possibilities for publicity.
Teachers in both public and privote schools are eager to enzourage children
to toke odvontage of the odded opportunities for enrichment.

Good library service to children begins with a trained and dedicoted staff.
And 30 the State Consultont for Children's Services works both directly and
Indirectly to encourage imaginative, forword-looking opportunities for growth
os well os the solid foundation of troditional training ond services.

In the early days of o system's emergence we at the Oklchoma Department of
Libraries work with the staff to develop a good besic collection of books ond
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other materiols. |f mention of this seems too elementary, too ebvious, it

should be pointed out thot many smoll communities have hod vary limited
experience with the selection or use of high quality juvenile books, Mony
of them are not aware ot all of the other moterials such as recordings, film
strips, pictures, educational toys and gomes which are now recognized os
importont elements in a librory collection.

We conduct workshops for the systems Jeff in areas of respomibility such o
“Molntaining the Juvenile Collection,® "Book Selection,” "Reference Service,”
* Preschool Programing”™ and "Storytelling.” We give help a3 needed and
requested in plonning the physical arrangement of the children's areo, recom-
mending equipment and space needs. The Department of Libraries tries fo make
its brood experience ond resources available in mesting recognized needs,

%dumﬂwv&omwﬂmﬂnlzﬁmhd&nnﬂdﬁchﬁlyne
lorge scale or o cooperative basls. A good example of this is the Children's
Statewide Summer Program, moking plans and materials availoble to all
librories with little or no expenditure of their time and money. It provides
progrom planning ideas which muy be corried out s simply or as elaborotely
os the librery wishes. 1t may conserve time and energy of a mmell, or over-
worked, or unimaginative staff. On the other hnd, it moy give o dedicated,
crective librarian a running stort for o really inspired program. For some
librorions it has introduced ond then confirmed the philosophy thot o progrom’s
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success is not built on “quontity reading.” We hove come to recognize thot
the reading or participation in the summer progrum is its own reward, ond the
child who wonts or is able fo reod only o few books moy well benefit more
thon the one who might recaivs recognition foi having reod o great number
of books.

One of the unanticipoted values from this summner program has been the
provision of o common project, shared by mony sizes ond kinds of communities
throughout the state . Here is on enterprise thot hos been entered into by
people from the bookmobile stop to the urbon heodquarters library or o busy
neighborhood bronch focility. Not only the librories, but the people them-
seives in oll parts of the stote have this library experience in common.

All county and multi-county library systems participote os well as many of

tne small non-system libraries scottered over the state. Eoch location develops
a progrom reflecting its own local tolents and tastes 10 none are the some, but
ideos flow from one to onother and generate enthusiowm.

The 1974 theme hos been CIRCUS CIRCUS which provides aimost endless |
possibilities for exponsion. Free moteriols provided porticipoting librarias
included o Librorian’s Monuel, offering detailed suggestions ond resources;
bright posters in two sizes; rubber stomps feoturing o hondsome iion's heod;
book morks; folders in which children may record their reoding ond collect




"hond-outs;” the “hond-outs® themselves which consist of @ variety of

puzzles, jokes, gomes, ond handicroft ideos. The State Consultont for
Children's Services not only originates these moterials, but is ovailable to

£ poting libraries for implementotion plonning.

We spoke eorlier of this conlitant's avoilability for oid in juvenile book
selection. We should tell you also obout another service which reinforces
our ability to help smoll communities or those having no ready access fo
lorge wholesale or retail outlets.

At the Department of Libraries we mointain a Juvenile Review Collection
containing most of the currently published children’s books, supplemented by
o flle of reviews and evoluotions from most of the recognized Lources. We

are building o Juvenile Evaluation Collection consisting of older recommended
titles which have become "standord.® These items, olong with the commonly
recognized bibliographic tools will make o Center where anyone may come

io moke intelligent comparisons and decisions for book selection and
acquisition, compile bibliographies, study the wide range of children's

books, etc. 1t should be useful to odults working with children and children's
books from all areas of the state and becouse of the stote copital's centrol

location, it should be reasonobly accessible to oll citizens.
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The publication of a bi-monthly list of “ Juvenile Books Worthy of Considera~ -

tion for Purchase® hos been discontinued because of lack of funds for clerical
ossistonce. It wos based on materiols in the collection mentioned cbove ond
hod proved to be o usaful item for mony smoll-town librarions which hod no
occess to other reviewing media. 1t is fo be hoped thot the Okichomo
Department of Librories will soon be able 1o resune this function.

There is another stetewide activity which, while not unique fo Oklchoma,

is uncommon enough %o note with pride. The teletype interlibrary loon network
honors requests from children on the some bosis os those from odults. This
mean; that a child who uses the smollest library unit in the state has access

to the collection of the largest librory. At least that is the written policy.
We oll know thot in octual practice the theorles somatimes break down, but
that con be equally true in service to odults.

Exhibits, both book and non-book, are becoming recognized adjuncts to the
public librory program. Rurol and dispersed communities may find this o
difficult responsibility to corry out. In Oklchoma it has beccme pepulor to
use the library os on exhibit gallery for local artists and croftsmen, involving
a part of the community that might not otherwise enter the library.

Some librories have developed interesting disploys and exchanged with their
neighbors. At times the Okldhoma Deportment of Librories is oble to offer

10
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resourcas. For exomple, last year we provided o troveling exhibit of the
juvenile books chosen for outstanding graphic excellence by the Children's
Book Councit, along with their catolog ond the critique for each title dry-
mounted on celorful backgrounds. Sample press releases ond suggestiom
for related activities were provided os port of the “pockoge.” This mode

a dromotic impression in many small communities.

The expense involved with using 16mm film in librory progroms makes such
an octivity olmost prohibitive for o majority of smoll rural community
librories. Again cooperation is the key, olong with the help of Federal
Funds. One of the programs developed by the Okichomo Deportment of
Libraries beginning in 1964 was a film librory which could be mode ovail-
oble 1o the developing systems thraughout the stote . This has mode ponsible
librory film programs for children who could never have had them otherwise,
1# hos olso ollowed small libraries fo circulote films to their oc iit users

who work with groups of children, and small librories could never have
found local financial support for that kind of service.

Eoch yeor sees us being involved in more interagency cooperctive planning.

This is to be encouroged for the diversity it odds ta librory relaled octivities,
One of the really exciting projects which the libraries hove introduced into

outlying areas of Oklohoma during the lost year is the involvement dramo,

ond this has come about through just such interagency cooperation. A group




of students with their instructors of the Oklchoma City University hove

been working in this field. With funds mode availoble through the Oklohoma
Arts and Humanities Council, the group con travel to any community in the
stote with @ performance . The players ond the plays are 30 versatile thot
they con odapt to almost any kind of srrounding and any number of children
in the audience. Aplaywitluodreusthomwuwri"oncndmﬂudb
corvelate with our summer progrom ond it has been an overwhelming success of
every performance. Many children in our rurel areas hove not experienced
“theater” and this is truly on exciting introduction for them,

Th~ * sort of library service Yo children is, of course, ot the level of the local
librory, its collection of books and materials, its librorion and thot librarion’s
dedication to the job. All the coordinated, imported or exchonged encich~
ments are not only ineffectual, but misleading if the local unit ond its
peronnel can not offer the bosic services. And 50, much thot we have spoken
of o this point moy be thought of as resources, training opportunities, or
“spring-boards* to encourage ond enrich local program, locol function, and
basic local assets,

Staff of even the smallest of thess librory service units has proved omazingly
eager ond innovotive. Given an oMroctive functional building or bookmobile,

@ good book collection, plus o system's support ond encouragement, they moke
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an exciting program from it. This locol level isolso where visits to schools
ore initioted ond carried out, olong with reciprocal visits of closses to the
public librory. Programs for preschool chillren have been widespread ond

populor. Children's film programs are well received ond odd onother dimension

to the concept of library service.

There hos been some storytelling for older boys ¢ girls, but this has been
hompered by ils demond for preporation time. Everywhere ond olways we stress
the importance of that one~to-one function of reader's odvisory service waich

seeks to get the right book or information to the right child ot the right time.

Library service to the dispersed population of Oklahoma has mode notable
progress in the lost few yeors. 1t still has o long way to go. We work ond
hope for the day when every child may have an equal opportunity for the

recreational and mind stratching opportunities of good public library service.

Mory Ann Wentroth

Public Librory Consultant

for Children's Services
.Oklohoma Department of Libraries
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Chushisaw LE w1y System (Animore)
Atola, Cirter, Coaly Joanger, Love and
Murrey ountics

Choctaw Nation Library Svatem (\ieAlester)
Choctaw, Hashell, Lastwmer, LeFlore, AeCurtain,
an ! Pittsburg Counties

Tastom Ohluhome Distriet Ulrary ( MLshozee)
Adale, Cherores, Dalaware, !islutosh,
Mubozee, sou Scquoyan Countues

Chlahoms County Libraries (Ohlehoma City)

Plonser Multd-County Library {Norman)
Cleveland snd MeClain Counties

Southern Prairie Library System {Alns)
Harmon, Jackson, and Tillman Countics

Tulsa City-County Library {Tuka)

Wastern Plaine Library System (Clinton)
Custer, Dewey, Roger Mills, and Washits
Counties
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