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"ETHNIC DISTRIBUTION OF L.A,C,C. STUDENTS"

PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

Applications for Federal grants and summary reports detailing use of

grant funds require information relative to ethnic background of students.

In order to obtain estimates of Los Angeles City College student ethnic

distribution, the student has for the past two years been asked to fill

out a card (copy appended) at the time of registration indicating ethnic

background and certain other characteristics. Identification on the card is

not required, and its completion is voluntary.

Recently, the District Data Processing Center furnished L.A.C.C. a de-

tailed printout of the information provided on these cards by Spring, 1975

registrants. The purpose of this study is to summarize that information and

to compare with previous statistics, as available.

PROCEDURE OF THE STUDY

The card described above asks the student to indicate his "General Major,"

a choice of 23 categories taken from the major headings listed in the Classi-

fication of Instructional Disciplines (CID) issued by the Chancellor's Office,

California Community Colleges. 47 ethnic distribution tables were produced

by Data Processing, two (male and female) for each of the 23 categories and a

summary total. Each table lists numbers of students in the indicated ethnic

categories according to their responses to the other questions asked, viz.,

full-time - part-time status, day-evening, and number of units completed.

These printouts, together with data from previous years available in the Re-

search Office, were analyzed as described in the next section.
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FINDINGS

Page 2.

1

10,854 students completed the survey card, 50.57 of the total census

week enrollment of 21,492. Percents indicated In the tables are based on

the number responding, and estimated numbers of students are obtained by

applying these percents to the total census week enrollment.

Table 1 indicates Spring, 1975 ethnic distribution for all students

and by selected categories. Table 2 indicates Spring, 1975 ethnic distri-

bution according co general major, and also indicates estimated total number

of students in each major and also the percent who are male. Table 3 in-

diCates, for a measure of the representativeness of the sample, percents .

of the total student enrollment at census week. Table 4 and Figure 1 indi-

cates available estimates of ethnic distributions over the past ten years.
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Page 5.

TABLE 3 - Comparison of Sample and
Population (in percents)

Population Sample
(N= 21492) (N = 10841)

Full-time ....... OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 34.6 49.8
Part -time 65.4 50.2

Day ...... 61.9 63.6
Evening 38.1 36.4

Units completed <30 66.0 61.2
30 S: Units completed < 60... 24.4 27.6
'Units completed :P 60 .0 9.6 11.1

Males ........ 48.5 50.0
Females 51.5 50.0

Sample taken at registration
Population figure's at census week

TABLE 4 - Ethnic Distribution of L.A.C.C.

American
Indian

Black
Negro

Students, 1966-75 (estimates as
available in percent)

Oriental Other Spanish*

IAsianl Non-White Surname
Other
White

Spring, 1975 0.6 32.3 15.1 1.9 15.4 34.6
Fall, 1974 0.6 37.5 12.2 1.9 13.9 34.0
Spring, 1974 0.9 35.7 12.9 1.9 15.0 33.6
Fall, 1973 0.6 32.3 12.6 2,1 15.4 37.0

Fall, 1972 0.6 32.0 11.6 2.8 14.5 38.5

Fall, 1971 1.0 32.0 11.0 3.0 13.0 40.0

Fall, 1970 1.3 27.6 14.5 10.8 45.8

Fall, 1966 0.2 26.6 .10.1 0.8 11.3 51.0

* including Mexican-American and Puerto Rican
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Page 7.

CONCLUSIONS

This study presents some information relating to ethnic distribu-

tions at L.A.C.C. Such information is difficult to obtain with precision

inasmuch as a Board rule prevents indicating a student's ethnic background

on his record. However, a sample of over 10,000 respondents to a card sur-

vey showed differences of leskthan 2% in sex and day/evening status, thus

indicating that the resulting ethnic distribution has a high probability of

being representative. Differences between sample and population in full-

time and part-time status are not unexpected since the sample was taken at

registration and population figures are at census week.

Numbers of students indicating various general majors must be considered

as broad estimates only. Much evidence exists to indicate that there are

often wide discrepancies between a stated major and the courses in which a

student enrolls, and the particular set of broad majors given with only a brief

title is understandably confusing (e.g., does a Secretarial Science major in-

dicate Business and Management or Commerce? -- the only two possibly ap-

propriate choices).

Following are some observations on the data, subject to the limitations

indicated above:

(1) Approximately one-third of current L.A.C.C. students are
Black, one-third Caucasian, and one-third other minorities.
The latter third consists almost entirely of Mexican-
Americans and Orientals in about equal numbers.

(2) Over the past ten years the total ethnic minority has
risen from about 50% to about 65%, with each minority
group (Blacks, Mexican-Americans and Orientals) show-
ing an increase over the period.

(3) Part-time students show a smaller percentage of Blacks
(26%) than full-time students (38%). Ethnic differences
betweeA males and females are small as are differences
between day and evening students. Percentages of
minority ethnic seems to be inversely related to number
of units completed.

9



Page 8.

CONCLUSIONS (continued)

(4) Largest general major indicated was Interdisciplinary
Studies (34%). Since there was no way to indicate an
undecided or undeclared major, this category may in-
clude these. Of the more specific majors, most popu-
lar was Business and Management, followed by Health Pro-
fessions, and Fine and Applied Arts.

(5) Majors in which males outnumbered females by 2 to 1 or
more included Architecture and Environmental Design,
Communications, Computer Science, Engineering, and
Mathematics. The reverse is true for Education, Health
Professions, Home Economics, and Library Science.

(6) Highest percentages of minorities were in Public Af-
fairs, Commerce, Engineering, Education, Computer Science,
and Home Ecomonics. Blacks seemed particularly attracted
to Education, Public Affairs, and Home Economics. Orien-
tals were particularly attracted to Commerce, Engineering,
and Computer Science. Variation among majors was less
for Mexican-Americans than the other three largest ethnic
groups (Blacks, Caucasians, Orientals).

* * * * * * * *
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