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*Recycling Depots

This guide, designed for both students and adults, is

intended for individuals who feel they might be interested in
establishing a recycling depot. The guide includes such pertinent
information as deciding how to set up a depot, markets and
transportation, preparation of materials, where to place the depot
and when to operate it, publicity and education, types of containers
and special equipment needed, how to get extra help, legal
requirements and recycling, the keys to recycling, and how to go
about closing down a recycling depot. Also included in this guide is
a Recycling Handbook. Each page of this handbook describes one type
of recyclable material such as glass, "tin cans,” alusinunm,
newspapers, magazines, cardboard and ledger paper, motor oil, car
bodies, and plastics. After a description of each ites, the
industrial processes used to recycle it and the importance of
recycling the item are clarified. A presentation of the politics of

recycling concludes this handbook.
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INTRODUCTION

why should we--Amncricens—--Oregonians--recycle? The
phrase “"the richest® nation in the world"” has been used to the
point where we sow ask "why" and "so what?" We import goods,
use them, throw them away. [t never occurred to our pre-
decessors to conserve for iie day when we would run low on
resources or low on Jdumn sites; now we realize this threat.
Recycling and reuse arc practices which must become second
nature t» us, replacing onr one-time-use hakits which waste
both encrgy and matoerial resources.

In this scnse, a rocycling depot--a middle-man position
between the consumer wi.d recycling industries--is a community
service and an cducational tool. If the depot is convenient
and well-run, it will save the community money and resources
now {garbage and arocery bilis) and in the future (resource
supply). Recycling 1s an ecducational experience for each
participant in thelr own resource recovery, aiming to change
peoples' way of thinkina akout household by-products from
"waste" to "reusablie resources."

vou may find this booklet negative in tone. This is not
to discourage you, but to warn you of problems to avoid, and
to encourage the development of good, stable recycling cen-
ters and markets.

DECIDING TO SET UP A DEPOT

If you think you might want to sc. up a recycling devot,
you should decide whether the project is to be a service
first and money-making project second, or vice versa.
Recycling is a hard way to make money and often will end up
without really dedicated recyclers, thus bogging down when
markets are slow. A recycling center can become a large-
scale operation, often requiring heavy equipment, ample
space, and trucks Don't do it alone if vpossible and don't
hesitate to ask for donations of time, equipment, advertis-
ing space, and so on. Accept the recycling project for what
it is: an honorable and important undertaking, and one which
succeeds because of people who are willing to look beyond
their garkage cans and into the future.

Many recycling depots get started as club projects or as
non-profit corporations. Money can be made for clubs when you
have donated trucks and labor. Non-profit corporation status
allows you to pay for wages and other services, but not to
pay for corporation officers, stuck, or dividends. They are
tax exempt and sometimes tax deductible.

Commit your project to a time period, so that you will
not give up and quit because of problems in ycur first month
of operation.
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United Glass, 337 -172 &K, Morrison, 235-4214.
Gatlorn and haid-r e containers unbroken.

METALS :
Alaska Jurk Co., 2750 S.W. Moody, 224-9900.

Aluminum /reo cans), auto scrarn {all tin, glass, cloth re-
moved) , non-ferrous metals. .

American Can Co., Industrial Way, Salem.
Tin cans.

C & J Steel, 2224 .W. 21st, 227-2224.
Clean steel scramn, at least 1,/16" thick.

Calbag Metals, 2495 N.W. Nicolai, 226-3441.
Alaminum and other non-ferrous scrap, car batteries, rad-
fators.



METALS {cont'd):

Continental Can Co., 10200 N. Lombard, 286-4421.
Steel {"tin") and bimetal (steel sides, aluminum top)
cans. Pays only non-profit groups.

Dell's Tires & Batteries, 7500 N.E. Killingsworth, 254-
6551. Car batteries. (You pay tc disvose of tires.)

Eugene Salvage Yard, Eugene.
Scrap metals.

National Can Co., 2601 N.W. Lower River Road, Vancouver,
Porcland telephone number: 285-7729.
Steel {"tin") cans. Pays only non-profit groups.

Reynolds Aluminum, on Sundial Rd. near Troutdale Airport,
Troutdale, 665-9171.
All types of aluminum, but cans should be kept separate.

Schnitzer Industries, 4200 N.W. Front, 224-9900.
Non-ferrous scrap metal, clean auto bodies, as-is or clean
metal appliances.

PAPER:
Arnel's Inc., 2330 S.E. Harney, 236-8540.
Clean newspaper.

Astoria: Harold Campbell, 325-4622.
Corrugated, high gradus.

Baker Salvage, Albany.
Cardboard.

Bird & Son, 6350 N.W. Front, 222-1300.
Bundled newspaper {(may be wet), corrugated cardboard.

Clayton Ward, 907 Front St. N.E., Salem.
Various papers.

Consolidated Fibers, 1700 N. Columbia Blvd., 285-0458.
Newspaper, IBM output, cardboard, high quality office paper.

Corvallis Disposal Co., Corvallis, 752-3496.
Corrugated cardboard.

Independent Paper Stock, 1315 N.W. Overton, 227-28l1.
Newspaper, scrap paper (glossy, cereal boxes, etc.), mag-
azines, all cardboard, no wet strength.

Malarkey Roofing, 3131 N. Columbia Blvd., 285-8331.
Newspaper.

McGraw~Edison, Corvallis.
Newspaper.

Medford: Gene Kezer (near dump), 664-3732.
Corrugated.
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Oregon Recycin s 1s trying to get a 4x4x8' tall hand=-built
container into vomi.n use for storing and transporting tin cans.
It is made from 1,/2" oxterior plywood, supported by steel bands.
The boxes are built wivh a trav door at the bottom of one side,
to let the materia’ oud. They can hold 700-1600 ibs of cans.
Contact Eco-Allian~ o©or .k, 1.0 for »oro information.

SPECIAL EQUIPMLNT FuR il uEPOTY

Following arce suagested tools that you will need in handling
different types cf recyclables.

General first aid X1t
broums, dusivrans, gloves
handtruck for noving full barrels
recyciing information handouts
pallets and forxlifts for moving large amounts of
material, 1f necessary
pick-up truck or larger vehicle for transporting

Glass for safc uluss breaking, a wooden barrel cover with
hole 1. the center. This works like a butter
charn, with a slodge hammer.

nippers or hook-type can opener to remove metal rings
from kottie neocks

lena=-handled sledaes to crush aglass and cans

safory ohagles (from hicgh school science teachers?)

gloves

Cans can opuners
long-handled sledges to crush cans and glass

Newspaper twine and scissors for bundling newspaper

EXTRA HELP

Your appeals through public service announcements and
neighborhood canvassing may have brought in volunteers.

Local Roy Scout troops or similar organizations might work
on a service project +hich would serve to sprcad the word of
your collection to surrounding school attendance areas. The
experience of one Portland depot is: "One of our avid supporters
is a 5th and 6th grade Camp Fire Girls leader. Her group decided
to put collection box2s in each of our {(grade) school rooms,
educate the students and teachers as to what was "scrap paper”
and once every two weeks the girls and their mothers gathered all
the scrap and took it directly for sale or gave it to our
collection.”

Chambers of Commerce, Kiwanis, and other local service clubs
might donate space and labor.
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LEGAL REQUIREMENTS AND RECYCLING

In starting a recycling depot certain legal considerations
should be taken, just like with any other business. Recycling
depots may fall under regulations covering soiid waste management.
Before you start to operate a depot you should check with local
officials to see:

1, if you need a license and/or zoning variance to run a
depot.

2. if you are in compliance with fire, safety, health, and
nuisance abatement ordinances.

3. if you pick up materials, are you infringing on a collec-
tion franchise? However, you should be able to reach an
agreement with your local collector on this point.

Do not over.ook these simple legal regquirements. Many a
recycler has had his depot closed down because he failed to
attempt to comply with local ordinances.

On the other hand, don't be discouraged with the seemingly
unending requirements. Many types of organizations--especially
civic, nonprofit groups--are exempt from some requirements, and
a little investigation will often prove that many others don't
a;ply to your csyaoclal case,

Setting up a depct in a private home is usually no problem
if the site does not become a public nuisance. Setting up in
public places (e.g. store parking lot) outside a city’'s limits
usually presents no problem either. You might be reguired to
have a metal rather than wooden building if storing newspaper
ingide a city's limits. There may also ke ordinances regulating
your use of signs, etc., which you should check.

If you are setting up in an abandoned gas station, for
instance, and have to get a zoning permit, your fate depends on
the local planning commission and public support. Your operation
might be classed as a junk and salvage yard which would prevent
you from moving into a residential neighborhood. This matter has
come up in Portland, and our arguments in favor of having depots
IN residential areas have been:

1. The recycling center is unlike a junk or salvage yard in
several ways:

a. it is a public service, not a retail or wholesale
business.

b. it is a place through which recyclable materials
move, where they remain long enough to be sorted
for quality and occasionally bundled or crushed.

c. the "treating, storing, and processing” of mater-
ials is minimal compared to that done by a junk-
yard, or some other similar operation such as the
waste paper broker or the glass manufacturer which
buys materials collected and sorted by the
recycling center. '

2. A recycling center, because it is a community service,
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Frujuct would never

1 ~
hhave

My husthand provided the
g
vans o drums and oversocine the volunteer

leuda-s Biaa )
1t without hiw
labor 00 1

oy b

e

120t Loan gy, carticuiarly the dargerons uwlass-break na. “lae an
and women and s oudent volunteers really worked HARD on colli-of jon

day, and 1t nust

be understood that this 1s a

rical part orocis

Job the Wil gness to give several hoars of really Loe S0 oy,
We hdave never »ad mugh trouble agetting vlenty of volunteay .
Peopla sovi1 to Vind it fun or satisfving or something, and v
husband and T have been at every collecticn we've had to ke e

continusty intact.

3. A central, .convenient collection site, and

lent hours:
breezeway for bad weather.

rasonably conoon-

The school grounds has a covered arive-through
This ycar we collect from 10 a.... 'o

2 p.m., and this is agreed by all to be much more convenient

(than from 9 a.m. to noon).

We collect the first Saturdav «r each

month, and this is how well established in everyone's mind. Our
SChocl groands are very centrally loocuated, making it conve ot

for most of the area's residents.

4. A place to store the collection barrels and other eqiiiivine i

needed.

things, plus the willingness to do s»o,
depot most of the tine.

We have a large lot and plintv of room to store h. ..

even though we lonk Jlike 4

We own this old covered trailer which my



Sl o o ' Larrols anad o nach else as he can oo anto
T ‘ o oo o Eoy can bring tledr o
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e R T PN s Lessainde Lo encourage el ol ooy
Gt nnlts oostab lished by heuascholders, then worry late: aboul
R R o et vicw vhat unless you have prote:

AR Toand Lhandling equaipment, the hauling and thus the
Nl v inIs v o woitn tooe Lremendous wirort.

Ceoes sl vy T st ing ononaterials being prepared By

s e T oL o0 than tho Lost prepared goods last year to lees

- riv.
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Wilee, e wds daeasy UHU Cans wert a headache.  Slowly we would
U3 el has Bl st uf s, fFor we were there to catch cach
LAY IUd, o sl the oascholder on the spot as to how to
- sl T osih .r, we ashoed the person to stay there rioh
Lhul, g CowsloJsoan ap hils materials.  Repeated offenders were

et e T 0 o, vome got mad and probably were 1.ost

R S Ty oo ey e 1t Ty oy feeling that we are not g

Dol Jinsocloes i Twovgnth garbage dump, as so many Z4-hour
donots Lo boslona s st of the people were guite willing to fmnrove
Ol naiwnoar ot lon, and we srintod and handed out several times

Srriooothoe ooy o list o how to prepare things. We always e
B > e S I O B S AT LSS B SRR stay lonq UhOU(}}} Lo
O v Lo nlenty ot twiase and scilssors thoerco.

e e ol ritte as eye-~opoening as belng a volunte oooat
SUCL e Swidterilon to o ring home the huge problem we have in the
SOI1TY waste vield gn this country....to see what tremendcus ar.ooant
' i thrown away....in other words purchased .o
Gl Cde, LaL et Loding reusoed or returned., '

Soeen ¥ oochnful things you might do:

* Tell OGRICN and the Recveling Switchboard.

* Try *:; ¥ind scme aroup to take over.

* Tell wueople at the devot site where the nearest depot is, leave
a siqn for pick-up service, give the Recycling Switchboard phone
number or number of another pick-up project.

* Remempoer that people come to depend on you. Expect things to
pe left lons after the obroject ends and check the place
veriaadicaily.

ERIC
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YOUR FURTHER QuESTIOUNS MAY BL ANSWERED BY:

Portland Recycling Team
1207 S.W. Montgomery
Portland, Oregon 97201
228-6760

Eco-Alliance Recycling
c/o Memorial Union
Oregon State University
Corvallis, Oregon 97331
754-2101

B.R.I.N.G. Recycling, inc.
P.O. Box 885

BEugene, Orecgon

746-3023

Oregon Recycling Information & Organizing Network {(ORION)
>/0 Oregon Environmental Council

2637 S.W. Water Ave.

Portland, Oregon 97201

222-3952

ABOUT ORION:

Oregon Recycling Information and Organizing Network is
a federally funded (Office of Environmental Education, Department
of Health, Education, and Welfare) educational project of the
Oregon Environmental Council through June of 1973. We are
hoping for further funding so that we can continue to operate
the Recycling Switchboard; spread information about recycling
to government, industry, and the public; and to try to get
recycling incorporated into the American way of 1life.

Our resources are available to anyone who needs them.
Our publications include the "ORION Bulletin," a bi-monthly
news letter about recycling which concerns mainly the Portland
area. In the future we hope to be able to serve the rest of
the state in as great detail as we serve the Portland area now.

Other printed materials available:
"There's No Such Thing as Garbage"” 1 page
"Recycling Handbook" 16 pages
"RECYCLE! Some recycling projects" 1 page {(updated periodically)

* please send your comments on this booklet to ORION at the *
* above address. w



recvcling
handbook

Prepared by O0.R.I.0.N.
. Oregon Recycling Information and Organizing Network

L BT L,'} an educational project of the
3 \w"\ﬁ Oregon Environmental Council
- RN 2637 5.W. Water Avenue
o ¥ Portland, Oregon 97201
$ BN Illustrations by Poo Studios
~-
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Qur lives are everywhere shaped
by the circle. The invention
0of the wheel, the vovages of
Columbus and discoveries of
Galileo, the motions of the
heavenly bodies and minute
atoms, our calendars and
clocks, electricity and tele-
vision, are all rooted in the
cyvlical nature of time and

spacs.
Tcday we beain to understand

what we could have known all "Il'.l
along, that the Farth has To MET
always recycled. Everything my
alive today, iancluding our- nisxtts.
selves, has been built by and

from the things that have
lived before us. In this
system there is no waste, no
trash, no discards.

Recyceling is not a new idea:
instead it is the oldest icdea
which at last we are bringing
to our industry and technol-
ogy. If the world were flat
and resources endless, we
could afford to throw our
trash off the edge. But the
world is round and resources
limited.

The project presented or reported herein was performed
pursuant to a Grant from the U.S. Office of Education,
Department of Health, Education, and welfare. Howaver,
the opinions expressed herein do not necessarily re-
flect the position or policy of the U.5. Office of Edu-
cation, and no official endorsement by the U.S. Office
of Education should be inferred.
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ROCYOLILG (WiTCHBOARD:  229.5555

Fach page in this booklet describes one Rind of
recyclable {in zost cases) material. You will

find a descripticr o' the i1tem, what processes

are used by indus:iry to recycle it, and why it

is important to roweycle the item.

Material Page
Glass 4
“Tin" cans 5
Aluminum )
Newspaper 7
Magazines . . . «. . « . . . . B
Kraft paper & Cardboard 9
Ledger paper 10
Motor oil 11
Car bodies 12
Plastics . . . « . . « « . o 13
Compost ing 14
The politics of recycling 15
what is ORION? 16

Revised edition, 1973
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RECYCLING SWITCHBOARD 222-3952
for the addresses of nearby recycling depots,
drives, drop boxes, and industries.

MARAARR R SR RANR AN AR AR AR AR AR AAARARARRNR R A RAR AR AR

Additional copies of "Recycline Handbook®™ are
available. For those who are able, we would
appreciate a donation of up to 8¢ per booklet,
which is our preparation cost, plus the cost
of shipping them to you.

Items may be reprinted without permission;
credit would be appreciated.

BEST COPY AVAIABLE



glass

WHAT: Any glass container--with all metal caos
and rings removed {(the metal melts into the glass
ma<inag it unusable).

HOW 18 GLASS RECYCLED? Reusable bottles are re-
turned to the bottler--there, labels are removed,
the wlass is sterilized, and the bottles are re-
filled. At Owens-Tilinois, non-reusahle contain-
2Y8 are crushed, welted in large, very hot furn-
aces, and molded into a variety of new bottles
and jars.

IS GLASS RECYCLING EFFECTIVE? Returnable, re-
usable botrles, being heavier and more sturdy than
non-rousables, can be filled up to 40 times before
they reach a glass recycling center or are dis-
carde:d., Owens-illinois in Portland produces
10,000 tons of glass containers each month. Tnus,
each Owens~Illinois bottle currently is composed
of an averaae of 5% recycled glass; up to 25%
recycled glass may be used in new containers at
the Qwens-Illinois plant. The sand for glass is
mined in Ione, California.




Tin cans

WHAT: There are twe varieties: The tywnical

{vod tan is steel with tin rlatina and an enam |l
Scatinc: it has a welded or soldered side seamr .and
¢nds which can be removed. The bi-metal can,
often used for soft drinks, has steel, scarmed
si1des but indented, non-rermovable alurminur ends,
toth tyves of cans are recycled as "tin cans.”

N\
RINSE+ RCVOVE LABBL 5

L

e

IS CAN RECYCLING EFFECTIVE? The cynics among us
consider can recycling as it is most commonly
practiced to be at best a publicity stunt of the
can industry and at worst encouragement of bad
mining oractices. The scarce resource in cans is
the tin (30% of the tin used in the U.S: goes into
cans) and little is recovered for recycling. We
encourage you to save and recycle tin cans. At
the same time, pressure the can industry to gen-
uinely recycle their product by choosing other
containers over cans whenever you have an
alternative.

BEST GOPY AVANABLE




alummum

WHAT: All-aluminum cans are melded, without side
svams. They aro soft with a rounded base and in-
dented top. Any other all-aluminum items, such as
TV dinner and foil pvie plates, foil, and lawn
furniture are also recyclable. Permanent-use
aluminum {such as lawn furniture, molding, etc.)
should be kept sceparate from cans and foils
because they are composed of a different alloy.

)

HOW 15 ALUMINUM RECYCLED? Aluminum is easily re-
cycled by melting down the article and re-
moldina. :

WHY IS RECYCLING ALUMINUM SO IMPORTANT? Although
aluminum is made from bauxite, a non-renewable
resource, it is aluminum's demand On eneraoy pro-
ducvtion that makes recycling it so vital. The
conversion of 4 tons of bauxite into 1 ton of
aluminum uses 16,000 kilowatt-hours of electri-

. IV sroy i R VL L U RSO
aluminum trom the recycled metal. Here in the
Pacvific Northwest, where electricity is chean,
aluminum producers use 40% of the power sold by
Bonneville Power Administration. It is said that
one aluminum plant uses the same amount of elec-
tricity in a year as does the entire city of
Portland. ORION recommends that you avoid buyina
disposable aluminum items.

SRS
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WHAT: Any newsprint, but no phone bocks or othey
bound nowsprint, no crumpled paper.
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WHAT IS ThHi ILNVIRONMENTAL IMPACT OF RrCYCLING.

SURSPAPER?  Neowspaper is otten the large part of
waste paver from an averaaqe houschoid. The
Oregoni an and Oregon Journal alone consume alout
1156 toms ol nowsprint every week: in all of
oreaqon 1,650 tons of newsprint rer week is con-
sumed. In Portland there are at least scven mars
2ots for newsvarer, but several of these markets
buy only 7 or 8 tons ver day. The demand for
used rewspaper fluctuates, the price varying from
$4 to $14 per ton. 1f recycling can establish a
large and stable source of old newspaper, a news-
print recycling plant could aurvive in this arca.

VEWIPARER.
Droe

. BEST COPY MNAKLABLE
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magaz’ms

WHAT: Do not include cellophane, newsprint, wax-
or plastic-coated paper. .

1IOW ARE MAGAZINES RECYCLED? The first way to
recycle magazines is to share them~--with neigh-
bors, friends, nursing home and hospital patients,
schools, waiting rooms. Since magazine paper
usually contains coatings and fillers to make it
alick and easy to read and because magazines are
bulky, recycling presents problems. However, in
brogon, magazines are sold for making high gual-
ity paper, molded paper containers {egg cartons,
for example), chipboard, ané roofing materials.

WHAT IS THE PROSPECT FOR MAGAZINE RECYCLING? The
market is just opening and in Portland at least
two companies accept the material. Although only
4 few magazines use recycled paper in their print-
ing, more and mors are considering it--encourage
them.




RRaft paper ¢ cardboard

WHAT: Brown paper {such as grocery sacks, wrap-
Ping pvaper) and corrugated cardboard {this has twoO
layers of heavy cardboard with a ribbed section in
between and is common for heavy cartons).

HOW IS KRAFT PAPER RECYCLED? Unlike most other
waste papers, kraft paper and cardboard is recyc-
led back into paper products of the same material.

HOW CAN RECYCLING KRAFT PAPER AND CARDBOARD

AFFECT THE ENVIRONMENT? Kraft papers make up a
large percentage of the paper produced for dispos-
able packaging in the United States, but little is
currently recycled. Their weight and bulk make
them a solid waste problem as well. We encourage
you to begin recycling kraft papers because they
are locally recycled and are simple to separate
from other papers.

CHIPBOARD (PAPERBOARD) is another kind of card-
board which is also easy to recycle back into its
original form. It is the kind of thin, gray-
colored cardboard used for paper rolls, food
boxes, tablet backings, and many common boxes.

Be sure to keep it separate from kraft paper as it
is of a lower grade. Tear it down and bundle, box
or bag it. Along with kraft papers, chipboard
makes up more than 50% of the paper produced in
the U.S.

BRING YOUR Dwa)
roNVTALIIEAS

-
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WHAT:  Typang, mimeo, notebook or birder, ditto
1wl writing paper. Do not include plastic or wax
coatiny, carbons, cellophane, newspaper or alossy
—a3jazine parer. Paper must be bleachable--a few
drops of laundry bleach should whiten the paner;
-¥ the paper vellows upon application of bleach,

~

1t 1s not acceptadle.  seor rlal oanh oLl o .

Hw TS LEDGER PAPLR RCCYCLED? It is first graded,
serted, and baled by the vaper broker., At the
redyciloay plant, 1+ is then shredded, re-nulred,
aral de-snked {ink, fillers, dyes, etce., are chem-
1oally removed) . The waste vaper may then be
introduced into the normal paper-makina processes,
tor e prodaction of bond, tissues, wrawvping

s LoD Tane yaner. Tedaoy of mixed arades is
sl tar renfing naterials and chivboard,

How AN RICYCLING LENGER PAPTR AFPFLCT THE
ENVICOAMINT? Paper 1n read cnce, then shrown
away. A troe can be anpvesaated for Landreds of
yerars,  Waste pap™r 13 a wel 1hty garbage problem
--im tae Tortland retvoapolicas arca alone, wo dump
et wong of parer cvery day which, 1F recycled,
would EU werth from $Ito $70 rer ton! To in-
creasce the Jdemand for waste ledger vapeyr, buy re-
cy<le pager and to increase the sunply of

re> cled paver, collect and saort the used parer
in your home and office.

ERIC
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motor oil

WHAT: Crained oil, in any containey or barrel.

HOW IS MOTOR Ol RECYCLED? Impurities accumula-
ting in motor o1l are moisture, dirt, gasviines,
solvent, sludge; these are reroved in processes
involving filterinag, heat, and acid. The remain-
ing oils are then distilled and separated.

Recause i+t must be labeled "re-refined,” there is
a certain public aversion to buying used oil.
However, the price is one-half to one-third that
of new o1l, and 1t is as good as or better than
new oll.

HOW DOES RECYCLING OIL AFFECT THE ENVIRONMENT?
0il re-refiners perform a dual service to society:
{1) the re-use of o0il helps relieve the strain on
our dwindling oil reserves, and (2) the re-refin-
ing of waste oil keeps it from being dumped in

the sewers, on the land, or in our rivers.

BEST COPY AVAILABLE




car bodies

WHAT: This means just the bodies, arnd in some
cases, parts or “he body (not car parts); a few
scrap metal deasers specify that the bodies must
be delivered “"stripped down,”™ with all glass,
rlastic, fabric, rubber removed from the s*teel.

HOW ARE CAR BODIYL 5 RECYCLED? Cars are crushed and
shredded, contaminants removed, and then recycled
back into steel Inr reinforcing bars and girders
for buildinas and bridyes. The 1% copper content
of a car makes the resulting metal unsuitable for
recycling back into car bodies.

WHAT IS THE IMPACT OF RECYCLING CAR BODIES? The
ari:atest environmental impact of sending old cars
to the steel refirery is visual--abandoned cars
are grim and symbolic reminders of our environ-
mental carclessness. Even now, oniy the ferrous
{iron) metal in cars is beina recycled, with the
non-ferrous scarcey metals usually discarded
{approximately 200 pounds in a 3,000 1lb. car).
However, note that car radiators, batteries, gen-
erators, and many other parts can be salvaged for
repair and metal reccycling.

LEAVE 2 WHESLS
For towing ,

AlSo, vEED

TrTeE |
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Pfastics

WHAT: Plastics fall into two categories accvording
to thelr use:

1. Disposable packaging such as plastic bags,
bottles, wrapping.

2. Permanent artic.es such as furniture,
roofing, pipe.

The disposable items are our present target for
recycling. Common types of both disposable and
"permanent” plastics are: polyethylene, pronyl-
ene, polystyrene, polyvinyl chloride {PVC),
teflon, vinyl, acetate, nylon, plexiglass, poly-
urethane, polyesters.

CAN PLASTICS BE RECYCLED? The only way that
plastic disposables can currently be recycled in
Oregon is by reusing them--refill containcers,

use them for arts and crafts projects. Occas-
ionally plastic containers are returnable {gallon
milk bottles, for instance).

Plastics are organic (being made from petroleum
products), but they don’'t decompose--at the land~
fill or in a compost pile--because of their
peculiar molecular structure. Many of them burn
instead of melt when heated and therefore cannot
be molded into new containers. Current Food &
Drug Administration regulations do not permit

the manufacture of food containers from post-
consumer waste.

Efficient incineration or pyrolysis are the most

_ practical methods of disposal at this time,

except for polyvinyl chlorides {one of their com-
bustion products--hydrochloric acid--corrodes
incinerators). However, we must consider what
effects the rapidly growing use of plastics has
on our natural resources. The plastics industry
in 1367 was growing at a rate of 20% per year,
and in the U.S. polyethylene was our most heav-
ily used plastic, followed by polyvinyl chlioride.
The raw materials for plastics come from petro-
leum and were once waste products of that indus-
try. But now the future of today's plastics is
no more certain than the supply of fossil fuel.

until the "formidable technical barriers” to
plastics recycling are overcome, we would recom-
mend caution in accumulating more plastic pack-
aying than you can re-gﬁf yourself.

BEST COPY AVAWABLE
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2d trees, or worked inte the jarden to irprove
the s0i!
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A concise booxlet ex;lalnlng Jdomestic nwryos*lng
in more detail is "Ecolouy of Compost.” It is
availlable for 10¢ from The Office of Fublic Ser-
vice and Continuiny Education, State University
of New York, College of Environmental Science &
Forestry, Syracuse, New York 13210
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Yoo s oo e re gt age coliestion is omade,
Tt gt ot i tyee are open to the public,
syt s e v wptive Y reunyoling, but
= et aled ideas,

R S L3y teve!l, solid waste man-
CoLre zanr i rvepared for Phe approval

v . Coardy 1T pahlic meetings
Do il voval e proqrams will give poud

CooMiLe D L o ikl 310 Soncerns gt

ievoandt .ty opevernrents hold the reins wer re-
x s 3 ”

colinats future oo, Jotlng laws, garbage collec-

o Sl

i gy ardinances, five and sign
= ing prctecte, *Look into
oyt e gl fong o witdsoan eve to how they might af-

voot o re yoving snd o work with officials to insure
that recyolers are encouraged.

The 1373 Oregon leaislature may consider bills co-
vering such lssues as the 1975 closure of Portland's
olidy dandtill, chiallenges to the Bottle Bill, and
re-ycoling tax incentives. *Write or call your leg-

islators apnd ask thejr views on recycling, voice
and 1 0lid wa 1 lat .

*Influence public opigion by telling vour friends
about recycling and distributing ORION literature

and posters, Call 222-3952 for morg jnformation.

ERIC > BEST COPY AVALABLE
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WHAT I8 ORION?

OGRION (Orouaon Recyeling Information and Oraani o ne
Cerworx) is a federally Tunded environment ar o
cation project of thy Oregen Dnvironmertal cous ol
It aims to puralaricte yecycling inroughout the
state and make 1ocyvoling easier and mecre effective
tor both the o uscholder and he reoyeling projoct
srganizer,  We have found that pecnle are eaaer

Jor intormation on what, where, and how to recycle
<neilr carbage and rhat they understand recyclina's
Imort mee ar 3 means of saving valuabkle rescurces
oid oef oreduoing our aurowing piles of wasted
Tarbage.

ORION functionrs as a communications center for
the rocyeling movenent~-

through the Recycling Switchboard, we answer
questions from the public about iocal recyc-
ling oprortunities

*hrouan the CKRION Bulletin, we share our

1nformation and ideas with crgantzers of re-
~ooling projocts

threaah fact sheets, brochuree, radio and TV
Sp5ts, rosters and press releases, we encour-
tve the nracticoe of recyclina and spread in-

Tirmarion abvut specific recycling issues

f

[}

“hroush meetinas with recycling project or-
Jan12e rs, VvIisits to recycling industries, and
conferencos with solid was: - sfficials, we
WOrk to give recyceling 4 groater envivonmen-
tal, politica: and financia! impact in uregon.

WhAT IS THE OREGON ENVIRONMENTAL COUNCIL?

The OEC is a statewide coalition of people and
organizations concerned about the environment.

The OEC is an action organization. For example,
in the field of solid waste, it (1) designed and
lobbied for the Oregon Bottle Bill, {2) has a
member on the DEQ's Solid Waste Citizens' Advisory
Committee, and (3) is responsible for the Recyc-
ling Switchboard and ORION.

The OEC is active in the fields of city planning,
wilderness and wildlife preservation, air and
water guality, energy sources and consumption,
environmental education, and natural resources.

Membership in the OEC is open to individuais,
families, and non-profit organizaticns with an

interest in conservation.
BEST COPY AVAILABLE



