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ABSTRACT

In an atteapt to assess the relationship between
churches and community colleges in northern Illimois, a questionnaire
examining the nature and extent of church-college interaction as vell
as provisions for teaching religion in the community colleges vas
sent to 36 administrators at 14 colleges. Twenty-seven individuals
responded (a 75 percent response rate), and at least one survey was
1returned from all 14 schools. Ten institutions reported that they do
cngage in cooperative efforts with churches through the office of
community services, such as use of church facilities for extension
classes, on-campus religious counseling, et¢. Nine colleges reported
cooperative efforts with churches through their office of student
personnel services, the most prevalent of which were student
religious groups or clubs recognized by the student activities
office, and space offered to the clergy for on-campus counseling
activities. Religion was studied as a part of existing courses at 11
colleges, nine colleges offered specific courses in religion, but
pone of the 14 schools had a separate religious studies prograa or
department. Steps taken to initiate a cooperative prograna betwveen a
local college ani area churches are detailed. The survey
gquestionnaire, cover letter, and an article pertaining to the
church-college relationship are appended. (AH)
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1. What does some of the literature indicate regarding a
viable theoretical base for a relationship between the
community colleges and the churches?

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEMS

ED103079 -

2. What is the extent of the interaction between community
colleges and churches in Northern Illinois at present?

3. What is the nature of the interaction between communi ty
colleges and churches in Northern I1llinois at present?

4. Do community colleges make any provision for the te;ching
of rei‘gion as an academic subject?

5. Using the information derived from attempting some answers
to these four questions, would it be possible intentionally
to develop one new program at Kishwaukee Community College?

PROCEDURAL _DEVELOPMENT

1. Survey of Some Literature. I discovered that there is
very little material published on the relation of the
church and community college. However, I did find three
articles, one monograph, and one professional newspaper
which provided the working assumptions and structural
models for an approach to questioms 2-5. A brief swummary
of the most relevant material follows.

A) William Hallman, in his article "Ministry and the Communi ty
Coilege," sees two areas for cooperative relations between
the two institutions. The first concerns the church's role
as advocate for the mission of the community college in
providing educational opportunities for high risk students,
and Lnterpreter tc the community of the community college's
unique functions. The second argues that the primary rel-
ation of the church to the community college should be '
through the office of community services rather than through
the student activities office as is the usual response of
the church and is the expectation of most college adminis-
trators. Hallman states that the church and college can
develop creative coalitions to carry out special community

. projects to meet community needs. (3)

B) Robert Mayo, in an article "Community Development and the
Church," agrees with Hallman that the key point of inter-
section between the two institutions is community service.
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He stares that the church aand the college, in identifying

and experiencing community prablems, begin to see that neither
institution can exist removed from major social problems, and,
in many cases, failure to become a part of the solution makes
the institutions themselves a part of the problem. The line
between "we' and '"they! becomes thin once genuine community
involvement begins to take placc. The guestion for both
institutions becores one atd the same: How can we work to-
gether to further the development of the community? (&)
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C)Roger Schmidt deals with the teaching of religion in_an
article, "Religion and the Community College." He argues
that if the universities can teach about religion, the com-
munity colleges cannot be far behind. He shows how current
legal and educational policies provide a context in which
the prospect for the future for teaching religion in the
public schools is bright. He has conducted a non-compre=
hensive survey in California which indicates that some
community colleges already have developed programs in relig-
{fous studies. He fiads threc ways in which religion is
taught: as part of existing courses, as separate courses,
and in an organized departmest or program of religious
studies. 95)

D) For those who wish to ianitiate cooperative ventures be-~
tween church :nd college Mary Alice Geier has published a
monograph-handbook, “Therc's A Community College in My
Town. What Do I Do Now?', as a handbook for churchmen con~
cerned about cowmmunity colleges., This offers practical,
step-by-step acvice or how to 80 about developing diff-
erent levels of coopcrative relationships between church
and college. (27

E)} United Ministries in Higher Education, a national agency
for campus ministry Lor tem cooperating denominations, has
published a newspaper, Connexion; their Fall issue was
devoted to the coumunity colleze and contains a number of
helpful articles. one of which is inclucded in this paper. (1)

2. Designing and Implementing A Survey. 1n order to gather data
on questions 2-4 2 survey instrument was designed and mailed .
to administrators in 14 Northern lllinois Community Colleges.
A step-by-step analysis of the procederes used follows.

A) The first draft of a letter and questionnaire was written,
and feedback was requested from Dr, William Ogilvie, Director.
Community College Cenier, Northern I1linois University.

B) Final d:rafts of these were written in order to incorporate
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suggestions from Dr. Ogilvie.

C) The final draft of the letter and questionnaire wére mailed
to 36 administrators at 14 community colleges in Northern
Illinois. A self-addressed, stamped envelope was enclosed,
along with a re-print of an article on the community college
and the church. Soamples are included below.

D) Since the literature suggested three possible areas for

cooperation--office of community services, office of Bean

of students, and the teaching of religion--the questionnaire
was designed to reflect these. This same rationale dictated
the choice c¢f administrators to receive the questionndire-- -
the Dean of Students, the Dean of Community Services, and

the Dean of Instruction. In those cases where an institution
did not have all three positions, the questionmaire was mailed
only to the administrators they did have. T

E) Twenty seven individuals rcturned the questionnaire, indi-
cating a 75% response. These responses inciuded questionnaires
from all 14 colleges surveyed, indicating a 100% response from
the institutions.

E) Responses to each question were tabulated according to both
individual response and institutional response. In several
cases there were discrepancies between two or more individ-
uals at a single inscitution. Where this occurred the method
for recording the responsc for the instutition was to “give
the benefit of doubt," e.g., if one individual marked a “no''
response to an area of cooperation and another .individual marked
"yes," then the "yes" was recorded for the institution. One
could speculate on bow well any given administrator knows his
or her own college:

F) In additiocn to computing "Yes," '"No," and Don't Know" responses,
a number of comnents on the open-ended questions were noted.

3. Significant Findings of the Study. An andysis of the data in-
volved in the study indicates that:

A) Ten institutions report that they do engage in cooperative
efforts with churches through the office of community services.
(18 individuals so responded)

Three institutions do not engage in cooperative efforts through
community services office. (6 individuals)

One institutions veports "don't know." (3 {ndividuals)
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B)

C)

D)

In specifying examples of cooperation through the office of
community services the following were cited:

~Special courses and Adult Education, i.e., religious educators'

S

" workshop; Bible History courses; Religious Trends in the
1970's; Religious Creative Arts Workshop

=Use of church facilities for extension classes

-Offering of both credit and adult education classes in Church
Community Centers

-Adult Basic Education (ABE); Churches provide facilities,
help recrnit students, and assist with program planning
and development

-Work together on community problems, e.g., condu:t a housing
survey -

-Special seminars and workshops (V.D.; Drug Abuse ?reventionb
~Provide on~campus religious counseling

~Provide special classes in preparation for the General Educ-~
ation Diploma (GED) at a local church from 9:00 to 3:00
five days a week.

Nine colleges report that they do engage in cooperative efforts
with churches through the office of student personnel services.
(15 individuals}

Four colleges do not engage in cooperative efforts through the
office of student persomnel services. (10 individuals) :

One college reports "don't know.'" (2 individuals)
In specifying oxamnples of coouperation through the office of
student personn2l services the following were cited:

~Student religious grouns or clubs recognized through the
student activities office. (Eight colleges reported
the existence of such groups)

~Clergy offered space on campus for counseling activities.
(Five colleges reported this, and two stated they of-
fered office space in the college counseling center)

-Two colleges refor students to ministers off campus
-Recogni.ze and work with Campus Crusade for Christ (one college)

-Experimentation with a "'consultation," i.e., an ecumenical
roup of clergymen serving as liaison between area churches
and the colliege.

' 3



=3 “Es‘(jnﬂ{ﬂﬂﬂnﬁﬂii

-Local clergy volunteer time on campus, e.g., to offer dis-
cussion groups, seminars, meet with students.

E) Eleven colleges offer the study of religion as part of existihg
courses. (17 individuals)

Three colleges report that they do not offer the study of
religion as part of existing courses. (10 individuals)

* F) Nine colleges report that they offer specific courses in rel-
igion through already established departments. Examples cited
were Bible Literature and Comparative Religions. (12 {ndividuals.

Five colleges said they did not offer specific courses in
religion. (15 individuals)

G) Fourteen colleges report that they do not have a separate
religious studies program or department. (27 individuals)

H) Six colleges responded that there were vother" areas where
their programs and those of churches intersect.

-

1) Examples of ‘other" areas were cited as:
-Some TESL classes are offered independently

-Cooperation with a speakers bureau--ministers appear on many
college programs :

-Réligious leaders serve on an advisory committee

~Campus lecture series; use of campus for distribution of
non~denominational religious literature

~Use of audio-visual equipment, personnel, and facilities to
develop tapes on Christian ethics for use by area churches
and by instructional people in philosophy

-In relation to oppcrtunities for students in college's
Human Services two-year oc¢cupational program

-Day care program
-Senior citizens programs

4. A Case Study: Using the Data to Develop One Proposal at Kish-
Waukee Community College. By way of background it should be

noted that the author, a campus minister, adopted an advocate
role (as suggested in the Hallman article) in supporting a
recent succesful bond issue which permits the college to
{ncrease the educational fund tax by up to 7% cents per $100
assessed valuation, and to increase the building maintenance
fund by 2% cents per $100 assessed valuation. Material inter-

0 *In several colleges these are tai?ht by local ministers

ERIC
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preiing the veferendum, and an article advocating thé churches

to support comwunity colleges were malled to over 70 local
ministers ir the ccllege district along with a cover letter
urging support of the vond issue. This may account, in part,

for the development of rapport and a base of supportive and
cooperative relationships for the development of future programs.

The following steps were followed in attempting to develop one
new cooperative program between Kishwaukee College and area
churches:

A) A meeting where ideas were exchanged and explored involving
a campus minister, the Executive Dean of the College, and
the Director of Community Relations and a faculty member
from the College.

8) Some of the data from this study, showing what some programs
are currently in effect, were shared and discussed.

C) Several possible areas of future cooperation were discussed.
Alternatives were considered.

D) Staff from the College suggested the possible formation of
an ecumenical advisory committee to work with the college
in program planning and development. (It should be noted
that one other college is also attempting to do this, accor-
ding to tha survey)

E) The campus minister agreed to take initiative in Crying to
recruit a 6-10 member committee which would represent the
major faiths in the district as well as geographical area.

F) Five members so far contacted have agreed to sexrve on such
a committee and an initial meeting is planned to be held
once burore the end of this sermester,

CONCLUSIONS

1. The theoretical base, suggested by the review of literature,
has been shown in provide a viable operational model for the
purposes of designing this survey.

2. The majority of the coileges surveyed are currently engaged
in a variety of couperative ventures with churches.

3, On the basis of such present cooperation it would seem reason-
able to predict that programs can be expanded and extended if
intentional efforts are made. This has been shown to be the
case in one community. '

7



BIBLIOGRAPHY

1 Conmexion. A publication of United Ministries in Higher
Education, Astoria Press, 435 Hudson St., New York,
N.Y.’ Fall ISSUQ, 1973'

2 Qeier, Mary Alice, "Therc's A Community College :n My Town.'
what Do 1 Do Now?!" Copyright, 1972 Campus Ministry with
Communitv Colleges, 5250 Santa Monica Blvd., Los Angeles,
California 90029y

3 Hallman, William, '"Ministry and the Community College,"
Pub. National Campus Ministry Project with Community
Colleges. 848 Pittock Block, Portland, Oxregon

4 Mayo, Robert, "Community Development and the Church,"
pub. National Campus Ministry Prolect with Community
Colleges, 848 Pittock Block, Portland, Oregon

S Schmidt, Roger, "Religion in the Community College,"
Pub. National Campus Ministry Project with Community
Colleges, 848 Pittock Block, Portland, Oregon

COLLEGES PARTICIPATING IN THE STUDY:

Waubonsee Joliet
Triton I1linois Valley
Thornton Hi ghland
Sauk Valley Harper
Rock Valley Elgin
McHenry County Du Page
Lake County Kishwaukee
8

ERIC

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.



Moy f . ~ UNITED CAMPUS MINISTRIES

_CHRISTIAN CHURCH 4 Minisiry for the Cumpus at Noithem illinois Unwty
Oliciples of Christ . 424 NORMAL ROAD
NITED C DEKALS, ILLINOIS 60115
: UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST .
(Congregationa ana E. & R.) TELEPHONE: (816) 786-721¢
. UNITED PRESBYTERIAN . Campus Minister
CHURCK, U. 8§, A. MARK RUTLEDSE

February 15, 1974

Dr. Alfred Wisgoski

Illinois Valley Community College
District #3513

RR #1

Oglesby, Illinois 61348

Dear Dr. Wisgoski: -

I am writing to ask you for your help in providing information
regarding the community colleges and the churches in Illinois.
I am participating in a statewide commission representing
several religious agencies concerned to develop creative
liaison with community colleges. We are starting our needs
assessment process by attempting to gather data regarding
current arcas where the missions of two institutions intersect.

It would be a very real help to us if you will take 5 or 10
minutes to fill out the enclosed questionnaire and return it
in the self-addressed, stamped envelope.

In the event you are interested in our own assumptioms, the
enclosed article, which we distributed during our campaign to
support Kishwaukee College's recent successful referendum, will
provide you with a brief statement of our concerns.

Thank you very much for your help.

Sincerely,

'} Jlee v & i :TL,;};
Mark Rutledge

MR: jr

Enc.(s)
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Title of*person completing this questionnaire

COMM'ALLY CULLIUE SURVEX EST COPY AVAILABLE

AN U SRR

Does the community services uffice of your institution engage in any kind of
cooperative efforts with churales in your distriet?

Yes No pont't know

L) e

I Yes, please specify howe (Eegey colluborative work on commnity problens,
speciul courses, adult education, extensiom, etcs) :

14

Does the offise of student psrsonnsl services engage in any kind of cooperative
relationship with ehurcies in your district?

Yes Ko Don't know

If Yes, please specify howe (Esfs) recognized student religious groups,
Jocal ministers volunteer time on campus, etce)

Does the college offer the study of religion as part of existing courses?
(E.g., philosophy, history, English, BLCe)

Yes No Don't now

Does the coilege offer specific courses in religion thr already establishdd
department s? (Fefes phI!msopRy of religion, ethics, etc.

Yeu No Don't know

ARAN— L

Has Lhe college organized a separate religious studies program or departsent?
Yes Mo Don't know

s )

Are there any other areas (other than those above) where the programs of
the college and those of the churches intersect?

Yes No Don'*t Imow

) SO — R

If Yes, please specify.

10
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(This srticie first appsared in Qoruevbion, & publication of United
Ministries in Higher Bducation. Udds uis a non-profit corporation of
ten denominations providing a ministry in higher education: American
Baptist Churches, USA, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Church

. of the Brethren, The Fpiscopal Church, Moravian Church in America
Northern Province, Preasbyterian Church in the US, Reformed Church in
America, United Church of Christ, United Muthodist Church, tUnited
Presbyterian Church in the USA. The article is reprinted with
permission of the author by United Campus Ministries at Northerm Illinois
University as a service to the whole church and the people of the
Kinlwaukee Community Collepe Diutricts. Additional copies may be requested
from the UCH office, 424 Normal Rde, DeKalb, or phone 756-7215,)

COMMUNITY COLLEGR AND THE GHURCH
y Verlyn L. Baricer

Perhaps the real revolution in higher education is taking place almost
without notice: The Community Colepe has become a major forece in hipgher
education in the United States. The Carnegie Foundation Report envisions
adding by 1920 from 230 to 280 new community colleges to the more than
1,000 that already exist, enroliing 35 to 40 per cent of all under=
graduate students.

While the great universities living in the shadow of urban ghettos were
being forced Lo five attention to conminity needs, community colleges were
bedug establiched in urban areas with the commitment to community service.
Whilo students on prestigious cauruses protested elitist admission
standards, commmity collegos pledged themselves to the “opun door' policye.
While university faculty were rewarded Jor their rescarch and publications,
commanity colleges were priding themselves on the fact that clasaroom
teaching was their measure, and while others were experimenting with pasa-
fudl grades in selccted courses, the community colleges were struggling to
find a way t0 do away with the concep: of “failure® for the whole learning

process.

As vhe community college strurgles to establish its identity, two factors
are particularly essentisl to comprehend as the church sceks to understand
and define ite relationsnip t5 this serment of hipher educavions One is
the "nevw student.” In the community coilege there is a strong movement

" against making the “new suudent™ into the imsge of the traditional student
through remedisl courses, motivational incentives, counseling, etece The
'new student® to higher educatiorn is not of the elite-wcconomically or
acedemicallye. Rather, this person is iikcly to be found classified in the
lowest third of the acsdemie standards-—-those not making it by the usual
smeritocratic® measzures; thuse whose academic life will be one that has
been caught in the syndrome of failurc with all its devastating effects.
The community collaege is and will be the primary entry for these ztudents
into postesecondary educatione The ¢uestion for the church is: Will the
churcgoseek ways to become an advocate with others for the rights of these
high~risk students and the unicue task which the community college can offer?

The second phenonienon of the 70n which may define the unique role of the

community college is the new emphasis on and the new definition of "community
gervicesa,” iWhere once this meant lecturecs, concerts, recreation and art

11
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pracrams, and uge of facilities by community groups, now community
seriees involve being a catalytic force in supplying leadersiip for
stimlating programs aimed at community problems. Community services
are vrconing the cutting edge by which the colleges penetrate into the
Jife of tihe commmity and throush which the total program of the college
recomes relevant $0 comnunity nceds—-no longer neutral and passive, but
a viable foree for change! The interest of the charch on the baslis of
the cowmunity services dimension 4s obvious. DBoth institutions are,
or should be, concerned shout commnity prohlems; both are, or should be,
concerned sbout uging their resources for understanding and addressing
these problems. Just as an educationsl process that emphasizes citizen
participation in community development 1s in oducation of the highest

. oraer, o teo is affirmation and partiecipstion in community development,
at the heart of the Judeo-Christian traditions In this new relationship
hetween community colleges and the cmurch is an cpportunity for the
fullest realization of both institutions of thcse roles and functions in
moder socielye. Fach institution has its own foundations and history,
its own integrity; but the purpoces of both include serving human need.

The poal of United Minisvries in Hipgher Rducation is to help develop
commanity colleges wnich are commitiec to the aeeds of the persons they
cerve and to the needs of the communities thcy serve. To accomplish this
goal, UNIL seeks:

1. to work with those in the commnity colleses who scek to strengthen
the community service orientation of these colleges; ’

2. - to work with those in the commnity colleges who believe the resources
of these institutions should be used to respond to community problems
in housing, social injustice, poverty, crime, and delinquoncy;

3. (o foster in the congregations & commiitment to Join forces with the
commnity colleges in responding to commnity and human needse.

Verlyn Barker is President of the United
Ministries in Higher Education National

Conmi.ssions
. UNIVERSITY OF CALIF.
LOS ANGELES
APP 251975
12 CLEARINGHOUSE FOR
JUNIOR COLLEGE

« ] INFORMATION




