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ABSTRACT | : . N | L
- To better use library resources and simultaneously -
facilitate learning experiences for students having blocks of . -
unscheduled time during the school day, a library-originated, '
directed*studygcourse,s"Explorations>in'nedia," wvas instituted. The
objective was to examine library materials as the means for- conveying
‘facts, ideas, and inspiration. Major objectives were to increase or
inaugurate basic informatiom skills, to acquaint students with
. strengths and limitations of available media, and to inCrease . ,
students' power of discriminating selection. Study units,K emphasized :
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“The Problem S

- -

Devising imaginative, enticing, ,
curriculum-oriented but library
.originated projects pccupies a great
deal of the secondary media

- specialist’s time. Once an excellent
' collection of materials has been
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assembled, “ the optimum _situation

should be one in which all parts of this -

collection are in constant demand and
use. How, after all, can teaghers anti
students manage to overlook this

‘richness ‘of knowledge and mind-

expanding prospects represented by
these materials, especially when they
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Student lmcnﬁm. fo stereo tape programs on American history as part of his
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have time to spend in the libraries?
Quite easily is somefimes the answer'

to-this query. ;
Students and teachers frequently.
miss maximum  opportunities .

available by simply not being aware
of them. For a more productive
utilizatton of even a small multimedia
collection, relying- on: prgvious
methods of assignment -preparation
and leisure putsuits must be aban- -
doned and updated to match the ‘new’
library services and materials. j
Another - factor in the problem of

‘ facilitating learning experiences is

the ever-increasing number of
students having blocks of wun-.

- scheduled time during the school day:

‘quest time,’ ‘resource time,’ ‘in;
depegdent study time:* 'While on .the
face of it, this time is to be Used
beneficially — in actual practice a“.

small amount of the time is spent’

doing homework with thg remainder
of it relatively wasted by many.

. Again, the waste is ofttimes unin-

tentiohal, byt simply another product

~ of not being aware of alternatives. As
more and more schools agopt fiexible -

Mrs. Christine is on leave from hef
regular position as Curriculum
Associate, Library Services, Henry
Gunn Senior High School, in Palo"
Alto, California. All 'pictyres were :
taken of students in that facility. Mrs.
Christine is a gyest lectufer for the

- 1972-73 year with the Knapp School

Library Manpgwer Project now in its. |

second year at ASU. .
o’ ' FALL, 1978
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'able to max

schedules withs this companion free-
time® aspect, the importance of
students knowin about and being
ize the assorted
available media becomes glaringly
apparent. ‘A directed study course,
then, originating from the library,

" might be a part of the answer to

assisting both the educational procegs
and the students in a more
discretionary uSe of their -un.
strucfured time. .

A Solution?

With these considerations in mind,

a fresh approach has been formulated
into an elective course named EX-
PLORATIONS

FALL, 1973 ' .
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IN MEDIA. "The
purpose is o examine rather closely

areas “of nbrary materials and

ods: : .
Reporﬂng of lnformation -
b!blit:graphlc techniques) - .. ... .

2 Examlnaﬂon of periodicals
24. Maga;lnes .
2b. Newspapers

n

3. Examln&ﬂgn of reference books ‘

3a. General .
3b. Specialized o,

4. Examinatjon’of special | materlals
4a. Filmsirips (silent)’ ,
4b. Filmstrips (sound)’ .
4c. Fnlms. (8mm reel and car—

tridg
AJ Rilms (l6mm) .
. 4e. Pictures ' '
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Partial unit set up wilh books and tilmstrips on the subject of classléal art and Iiteriture
for an EX PLO‘RATIONS IN MEDIA eourse. . . ,

library maferlals available to high
school
conveying facts, ideas, and in-
spiration in connection with school
wobk and with life outside the school
environmegt. Three major objectives
are: (1) to inaugurate or to increase
basic skills of information reperting

"both for present and ¥Yor future
utilization; (2) to acquaint students’

with the strengths and limitations of
the various types of availdble media,
as well as, to’infor

sjudents’

power of discriminating
selection. -

-

Course Conteﬁt ) y
Sfudy units emphasize tbe following

)

4f. Phonograph records

4g. Maps-Charts

4b Tape recordings

4. Pamphlets -

CA) M!croforms

Unif I. = A Manual for Wraters, by

'Kate Turabian, one of the most widely
‘accepted’bibliographic guides, is used
for models and regulations con-

“cerning footnoting, bjbliographic

form. and other such concerns.
“Practice in the composition of short

©unit]

students ' as. the. means of .

them of their -
.existence; ‘and (3) to increase the

2

Unit 11. — Emphasis I3 on analysis’
of the many types of magazines and .
newspapers Insofar”as’ format, con-

&lent, editorial style, objectivity, stope

of coverage, and special features are

. annotations is a part of this study skill

soncerned, Students are encouraged: ‘

fo focus most of their time on’

periodicals with which they are
relatively untamiliar.

Unit-11l.— 1t has long been felt that
reference books of all types are
grossly -underused, even hy well-
meaning Hbrary students and
teachers: In Unjt 111, the peculiar
qualities of the major dictionaries,

encyclopedias, yearbooks, almanacs, . - ’
and other general reference books are. .

noted.. The amazing versatility of .

these standard works Is more
-thoroughly appreciated after Sonte

_concentrated examination. The depfh

"references® in all “fields is revealed -
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of coverage afforded by specialized

after a large number of this type are
studied. . ‘
Unit 1V. — Special materials, en-
compassing the types found in most
high school library media . centers
today, prove especially appealing to
the students, representing as they do

'

the world of sound ang sight to which /

‘they are a_ccu;tomedf?}»‘Whgq left only
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fo the undirected! user,
machinery and unfamiliar materials

The emphasis in“Unjt 1V, then, is
dual: familiarization with the hard-
~ware and " investigation-under-
*standing ot the . accompanyihg
© software of " thése commonly used
multimedia sources. Examples$ ot all
such materials are locked at, listened’

; . 1o, or read, and A chéck-out on all
o - maohmery involved is a normal part

of- the wnit.
: Course Conduct

A’student may elect to take EX-

. ____PLORATIONS IN MEDIA, taughi by

' the librarian, 4‘either as

‘dependent study project for his own

enhghienment 4r as- part of .an

" assigned wunit connected wnh ‘a

1 : regular academic or non- academ|c

. course. The student’s individual.

needs and purposes dictate the length

of the course, as'he may spend as

p - much as one semester or as little as

_six weeks’ time on his project. The.

"marks of 'Pass’ or ‘No Credit’ are

.- assigned if the course is taken as an

' independent study course. If”Yaken

within the context of a regular glass

- »
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however, |

"seem to act a6 barriers .to learning. -

- resultant amourit of time being spent

“an ine
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in their own curriculum bulldlng
one "of «their Thost persisten:
recurrfng demands? The possibil
.of using this elective as.a miniunit
regilar- classes such.as: 'English .
Sacial Studies to develop ‘proficier
in  discriminating among t
numerouys library materials In the
subject areas seemed especia
appealing to teachers. Several oth¢
exp(essed the desire to see the cous
used as in-service tralning fer facul
instead of the rather catchas-cat-
can type of library -instruct!
librarians are foo often forced to g
when a need dramatically devblc.
—~Expeclations.—-
©t is to be hoped that after a f
weeks spent in the main library <
varioys library centers doing
course work demanded by. E
PLORATIONS IN- MEDIA, stude
and teachers alike wijil be extract
more stimulating information ¢
enjoyment from the multimes
materials available than ever befc
This will happen not because tt
are more or different sources,
because they have been more fi
initiated intg their unique myster’

“such as French IV the ‘grade is-
determimed by the.classrQom teacher,
with a summahon siahament from the
librarian. s

. The - met‘hodology : employed
'hrou,ghoui EXPLORATIONS lN‘
.MEDIA Js studgnt invegstigation. and
dlscovery on a, continuous progress
basis Iaﬂer “initial introduction, :in-
struction, and demonstration by the
library ‘media specialist. Obviously,
some’ areas -are of more absorbing
interest than . others,” with the

*'in. one unit longer than in another.
That, is ‘completely acceptable. The
~only “tourse “requirement—is -an
examination and reporting .of a
predetermined minimuryt number of
- each media-type to assure at least a
»nodding acquaintance with all media- .
.types by the end of the course,
Course Uses
EXPLORATIONS - IN MEDIA
Brought immediate endorsement
from the high ‘school curriculum
committee. Teachers saw useful
applications to “their particular
discipline, not the least of which was
‘the value of having ¢tudents involved
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