DOCUNMENT RESUME

BED 102 601 cS 201 900

TITLE What's Your Life Style? Phase Program, English
Curriculus, 1972-1973 at Indio High School.

INSTITUTION Desert Sands Unified School District, Imdio,
calif.

PUB DATE 12

NOTE 266p.

EDRS PRICE MFP-$0.76 HC~$13.32 PLUS POSTAGE

DESCRIPTCRS Course Content; *Curriculus Guides; Bducational

Objectives; *Elective Subiects; *English Curriculum;
English Instruction; Secondary Education

ABSTRACT

This curriculus guide for Indic High School
(California) describes a phased-elective English curriculum designed
to meet the basic needs of high school students with more flexibility
than traditional prograams offer. The guide contains a list of courses
divided to correspond to each of the eight phases in the English
program. Each course in the guide is described in terms of (1) a time
lisit (six weeks or tvo semesters): (2) intended grade level, if any
(usuall; nongraded); (3) course objectives; (4) inmstructional
materials; and (5) methods of evaluation. Some of the courses
described in this curriculua guide include filsmaking, cosposition,
literature (consumer literature and literature for lovers), technical
vriting and vocational skills, and several elective courses on basic
skills. (RB)
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INDIO HIGH SCHOOL

English Curriculum 1972-73

Phase Program

Beginning in the Fall of 1972, all incoming Freshmen will be placed in one
of eight Phased courses as determined by their scores om tic Deny Test.
This new Phase curriculum has been designed to meet the basic English skills
needs of the students more adequately and with more flexibility than the
traditional courses have done, for a student now will be placed at a level
where his particular skill weaknesses will receive concentrated attention.
When the student and teacher believe that the student is ready co proceed
to the next Phase, the student will take the hurdle examination. When the
student completes the hurdle, he is passed on to the next Phase. A student
may remain in Phases I-IV until he completes the Phase skill. He will
receive credit for the Phase, if he completes the hurdles exam. Special
consideration for credit will be given to students who do not pass the
hurdle requirement but continue to show improvement, or have s physical
handicap, or have an emotional handicar. The Phase program will enable the
teacher to igolate a particular reading problem at an early age and thus
enable him to refer the student to the many specialists available to the
district. More capable students, who already possess the skills of the
earlier Phases, may move at their own pace to the advanced Phases or to the
Selective classes. Howaver, all students must accrue a minimum of 30 units
in the Phase-Elective program in order to meet the English Department
requirements for graduation. There will be 12 vocational electives open

to students who complete Phase V, and there will be 18 electives open to
students who complete Phase VIII. ,



READING - SKILLS LABORATORY - PHASES II, III, IV

The basic purpose for a reading - skills laboratory is to provide
individualized programs for each student based .n his ability to succeed
and to meet his particular needs and weesknesses.

Fach student will be interviewed privately at the beginning of the
program and periodically to evaluate his progress and assign new short-
term work contracts.

The studant will be responsible for accomplishing all the work
assigned to his contract within the required time limit.

There will be two full time reading teachers with an extra reading
and English consultant available to help each student when he needs help.

The student will advance as fast as he is capable and willing. He
will be evaluated periodically using a battery of reading and English tests.
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A Nongraded Phase-Elective English Curriculum

Even though some course titles may appear familiar, the Phase-Elective
courses in format, content and approach are distinctly different from
traditional courses.

The following is a list of courses which are available to the students
of Indic High School for the 1972-1973 vear.

PHASES PAGE
Phase T ...... testesteeeanenananas theseieenenanans I 1
Phase II ....itiiitiinnnnnnnnnnnennnns Crehieciecetnnaana, 3
Phase IIl ....iiiiviiinnennnnen theeetcaceictrenanan veene 7
Phase IV ............... T 11
Phase V. A ......... Seeetatateceaitasansetseernann conoses 15
Phase VB ........ teecsrnas theettaieicrioanaanesaa Ceeens 19
Phase VI .....ccecevrvnannn teeseenraaea seesenseas cee 23
Phase VII ... .000cvennnene. Ctestciareetncaans tesneenasans 27
Phase VIIT........c0o0nvune Perteteeanennaes cesuae tereaanen 31

English Courses 1972-73

VOCATIUNAL ELECTIVES

1. Principles of Spelling 9 Weeks 35
2. Principles of Vocabulary 9 Weeks 39
3. Man, Fate and Survival 9 Weeks 41
4. Rock Poetry and The Romantics 9 Weeks 45
5. Greek-Norse Mythology 9 Weeks 49
6. American Folklore-Literature 9 Weeks 53
7. Consumer English 1 Semester 57
8. Technical-Vocational English 1 Semester 63
9. Mexican-American Authors 9 Weeks 67
10. Afro-American Authors 9 Weeks 71
1l. Imaginative Literature 1l Semester 75
12. Business English Please refer to Business Dept.

SELECTIVE ELECTIVES

l. American Novel 1 Semester 79
2. Literature for Lovers 1 Semester 83
3. Twentieth Centurv Drama 1 Semester 89
4. logic and Semanticg 1 Semester 93
5. Humor, Satire Parody 1 Semester 99
6. Shakespeare 1 Semester 103
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A Nengraded Phase-Elective English Curriculum (Con't.)

7. The Bible as Literature 2 Semesters 107
8. Supernatural Literature 1 Semester 113
9. World Literature 2 Semesters 117
10. Creative Writing 1 Semester 121
11. The Essay 1 Semester 125
12. English III MCL 2 Semesters 129
13. Honors English 2 Semesters 133
14. Annual 2 Semesgcers 137
15. Journalism 2 Semesters 139
SENIOR ELECTIVES
1. Filmmaking 1 Semester 147
2. English IV 2 Semesters 159
3. English IV MCL 2 Semesters 163
4. English Advanced Placement 2 Semesters 165
5. Humanities 2 Semesters 167

IV




SPECIAL ENGLISH DEPARTMENT COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS

Phase I Mr. Harlan Walker
Phase II-IV Mr. James Kiser
Phase V A-3 Mrs. Beverlv Knowles
Phase V. A-B Mrs. Eva Somers
Phase VII Miss Elaine Sable
Phase VIII Mrs. Doris Miller

Vocational Electives Co-ordinator Mr. William Frost
Pass-Fail Co-ordinator - Mr. James Weber

Selective Literature Electives - Mrs. Alice Shope

Selective Language and Writing Electives ~ Mrs. Flora Simay
Independent Study Co~ordinator - Mrs. Rose Wachter
Publications Co-ordinator - Mr. Lawrence Weishart

Media Co-ordinator - Mr. Willism Frost

Phase~Elective Co-ordinator - Mr. Raymond Hill




INDIO HIGH SCHOOL

ENGLISH CURRICULUM

The English Department of Indio High School has becone dissatisfied
with the basic educational assumptions underlying the present curriculum.
The department feels that the present curriculum is geared to the college-
bound student, excessively subject matter oriented, too comstrictive for
aoth the student and teacher, and extremely unreslistic in eduecs "ng students
for life. Discontent provoked the teachers to self-examinatior i research.

Research showed us that our traditional English curriculum is generally
operating on archaic educational principles. The grade level structure,
for example, was instituted in Medieval Germany. The English curriculum
of most high schools, including Indio, is basically the uame as the one
outlined by the NEA's Committee on Uniform College Entrance Requirements
before the turn of the century. Both teachers and students suffer under
the current eystem, rather than being able to utilize their special abilicies
to teach "everything”. With a curriculum designed for their grandparents
the students understandably are bored and apathetic. Since their
individual needs and interests are neglected, they perceive little or no
significance in lesrning English. For example, students, +ho ‘are )
reading far below grade level, are asked to read Robert's Grammar, Great
Expectations and Silas Marner.

Disturbed by these observations, the English Department of Indio High
School began a study of concepts and Curricuwlumwhich promised a more
firm foundation for the teaching of English. The department examined
various imaginative innovations in such high schools as Agoura High School
in Agoura, California; Burlingame High School in Burlingame, Californis;
Camelback High School in Phoenix, Arizona; and Trenton High School in Trenton,
Michigan. At our meetings, questions such as: "Why doesn't Johanybring
paper and pencil to class?" were raised. Possible answers to these questions
were advocated, scrutinized, argued, and agreed upon. Electing, phasing
and nongrading all appeared to be useful concepts. Thus, in December of 1971,
a proposal for nongraded, phase-elective English curriculum was drafted by
the Indio High School English Department and steps were taken to implement
the program.
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Indio High School
English Curriculum

Definition of "Completion”" and "Fail"

In the phase program, two new concepts must be clearly understood
(and should be exnlained carefullv to students) in relation to
student sssessment. Students who attempt hurdle examination may

be said to have "completed" the hurdle examination satisfactorily

or to have "not completed” the hurdle and thus be eligible for a
retake. Similarly, a student may have completed or not completed
the phase class at the end of the semester. If he has not completed
all the hurdle requirements, he may remain in the same phase class.

Pass-Fail

During the 1972-1973 school year Indio High School will launch a
system of Pass-Fail which will be available to certain students on
a8 limited basis. Teachers are reminded that this will pecessitate
a double standard of evaluation in the classroom which should be
clearly understood by the students in the program. Teachers who
use the Pass-Fail system will be required to file a Pass-Fail form
with co-ordinator of Pass-Fail, J.M. Weber.

Nongrading

Nongrading means that freshman, sophomores, juniors, and seniors

may be enrolled in any course since courses are not designated as

9th, 10th 11th or 12th grade English. The rationale for nongrading

is that, in any given student body, the linguistic and literary
sophistication of students at different grade levels will not only
vary but also overlap. According to Dr. B. Frank Brown, "The dispersal
of achievement among students in a tenth grade class in English

will range from grade three through thirteen, which is the first

vear in college.”l 1In fact, it is not uncommon to find freshmen

who perform as well or better than many seniors.

The concept of nongrading is not entirely new. It has existed in
other high school departments for a number of vears. For example,
sophomores, juniors, and seniors may be enrolled in foreign language,
mathematics, and science courses. In most high schools, English {s
the onlv rigidlv graded subject.

-

1Brown. B. Frank. The Nongraded High School. Englewood Cliffs
New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1963.

VII
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aEST LOPY AVALIBLE

The grade level svstem in English is unrealistic. It falsely implies
thet it is possible to build in a logical sequence of meaningful
learning experiences through the grade levels. 1In some curriculas,

for example, American Literature {s presented in the 1lth grade with
English Literature in the 12th grade, while in others it is just the
opposite. It would aprear that in either case the sequence is not
reallv imperative even though the two curricula onerate under that
assumption. (There have teen cases of Indio students, for example,
who have failed 9th grade English, enrolled in 9th and 10th grade
English concurrently the following vear and finished that year by
passing 10th grade. 10th grade could not have been passed unless the
concepts in 9th grade had been mastered.) It was clear that this was
not true. By making courses available to students through nongrading,
the students ar: freed from the lockstep of grade levels and tracks and
can take combinations of courses which more realistically meet their
interests, abilities and needs.

Electing

The nongrading and phasing of courses, however, does not necessarily
eliminate two stifling characteristics of the traditional English
curriculum--the rigidity and repetitiousness of the subject matter
approach. Prescription frequently implies that all students--no
matter what their interests, abilities or needs--must be exposed to
Shakespeare, must be raught to write competent essays, must be able

to identify parts of speech and parts of ssntences in order to survive
in our society or to become humane. The prescribed English curriculum
is ananachronism of the aristocratic past when one of the symbolic
traits of the upper class was a formal education. Secondly, a mis-
conception seems to prevail among many English teachers that this
prescrivtion is a preparation for college. APEX research states

that college professors do not agree as to what incoming freshmen
should know about English. The closest they could come to any
agreement was that students should have a love for reading, be able

to write competently and think creatively.

Each student knows better than anyone else what his interests and

needs are and will, with some guidance and sssistance from teachers

snd counselors, choose courses wisely. In the Phase Elective Program,

the student assumes a greater responsibility for his education because

he is involved in selecting his courses. Cansequently, he is motivated
more to learn because he is given the psychological and real freedom to
elect courses.

The Phase Elective Program has eliminated much of the monotonous
repetition of the traditional English curriculum with 9 wveek and
semester courges. Each course is designed to focus on one major
purpose but within each course are consciously planned learning
experiences in reading, writing, speaking, thinking and listening.
Thus, regardless of what combination of courses a student might
choose, he is helped to grow in each of the basic language skills.
For example, although composition techniques are not formally taught

VIII .i. l




BEST COPY AVAILABLE

in humanfities, activities such as keeping a journal and writing

and fllustrating an original magazine are part of the course. In
creative writing, students read and analvze literature as well as
write their own short storvies and poems. Making movies involves
much reading of playvs and books dealing with the theatre as well as
the writing of scripts in addition to the obvious making of films.

Providing electives, hcwever, is not sufficient. To chop up the
old Fnglish into semester ccourses would have been simply to package
English inre pretty, crnlorful gife boxocs which woudd fascinate
students at first but disillusion them when thev discovered that
English was the same old stuff.

IX
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