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ABSTRACT
In 1965 the International Association for the

Evaluation of Educational Achievement (IPA) inaugurated a
cross-national survey of achievement in six subjects: Science,
Reading Comprehension, Literature, English as a Foreign Language,
French as a Foreign Language, and Civic Education. The overall aim of
the project was to use international tests in order to relate student
achievement and attitudes to instructional, social, and economic
factors, and from the results to establish generalizations of value
to policy makers worldwide. Contained here are two questionnaires for
students of French as a Foreign Language in populations II, IV
surveying what part French plays in the students' lives and assessing
the interest and outside activities of these students. Population II
consists of students aged 14 to 15 years; population IV, those
students enrolled in the final year of pre-university training.
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lEA SIX-SUBJECT SURVEY INSTRUMENTS

The basic procedures to be followed in the main testing of the MCA Six-Subject

Survey were set out in a series of manuals:

Stage 2

Stage 3

=Aft Manual for National Centers
TEA/M2 Manual for School Coordinators
IEA/M3 Manual for Test Administrators

TEA/Ml/Stage 3 Manual for National Centers
ISA/1 /Stage 3 Manual for School Coordinators
IEA/MaiStege 3 Manual for Test Administrators

These manuals are available from ERIC Clearinghouse.
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The following extracts from these manuals have been appended to this particular
ILA instrument to provide researchers with the minimum necessary test instruction.

information (e.g., such things as the instructions on the practice items and the
warnings concerning the amount of time left for the test have been omitted here).

For full details, please consult the appropriate manuals.

The Data Bank Instrument Number which appears below is anew number, assigned

. since the instruments were administered for the purpose of easily linking items
in the instruments with the resultant variables in the Data Bank holdings. Each
such variable is named in the codebook using the new instrument number and
(usually) the number of the item within the instrument from which the variable is

derived. The key to the new instrument numbers is as follows:

1: WI* of Instrument

E * Examination (student)
Questioulaire (student)

T Teacher questionnaire
8 School questionnaire

2: Student Povulakion

1 I

2 n II
3 - III
4 = TV
5 n I and II

3: Subiect,

ga Science

R 0 Reading Comprehension
L Literature
M Mother Tongue (Reading Comprehension and Literature)
E English as a Foreign Language
F French as a Foreign Language
C Civic Education
2 n All Stage 2 Subjects
3 = All Stage 3 Subjects
5 All Stage 2 and Stage 3 Subjects

4-5:1AMIEBESELWALIMME
One or two characters used when necessary to uniquely identify each

instrument when there is more than one instrument of the same type.

6 = II and TV
7 I, II and IV
8 = I and IV
S mi IV Specialist
N NA: Teacher or School questionnaire

Instrument Name Questions About Learning French

Data Bank Instrument Number (16F1



IEA/M3/Stage 3

Pop II, p. 19

Booklet 33 contains a number of questions about you and your study of French.

It is not a test. You are to answer the questions in this section as accurately

as you can. You will record your answers to the questions in this section on

answer card 20 in Section A. As before, you will indicate your answers by

blackening in the oval that corresponds to the answer you cgoose.

IEA /!43 /Stage 3

Pop IV, p. 18

los'.
1.0

Booklet 45 contains a number of questions about you and your study of French.

It is not a test. You are to answer the questions in this section as accurately

as you can. You will record your answers to the questions in this section on

answer card 20 in section A. As before, you will indicate your answers by

blackening in the oval that corresponds to the answer you choose.

3



Qai:11
INA/20 FR
/EA/40 FR

French as a Foreinn Lanimum.

Section 1s gUESTIONS ABOUT LIARNINS M CN

These questions are being given to a number of obilOron

in several oountries to find out what they think about French and

the part it plays in their lives. This is NOT a test, bsoause there

are no right or wrong answers. We lust want to know haw you feel

about learning French and about the ways in which you are learning

it.

When you are told to do so, work th&ngh the questions,

indicating the answers you want to give by blackening in the appro-

priate spaoe on your answer card. If you want to change an answer

you have given, you may, but be sure to erase the mirk for the old

answer oompletoly.

*Site
Stxtios.
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Q6.1c1

IRA/20 PR
IEA/40 PR

Per each of those questions, select the answer whioh is true for
you, and indioate it by blaokening in the appropriate 'pace on
your answer card.

1. The marks I get in French are usually

A. better than in most other gullet:its.

14. about average compared with other subjects.

O. worse than in most other subjects.

101°2. I like French

A. more than most other subjects.

B. about the same as other subjsots.

C. less than soot other subjects.

3. I would like to study French after the end of this school
year.

A. yes

B. not sure

C. no

4. Preach gets more interesting all the time.

A. yes

B. not sure

C. no

5. I would like to be able to speak more languages than (mother
tongue).

A. yes

B. not sure

C. no



.6.1,341111 IRA/20 PR
114/40 YR

6. I hope that in a career T will be able to make some use of
the French I learned at school.

A. yes

B. not sure

C. no

7. I cannot profit from learnint French because it is too ain't.-
cult for as.

A. yes

D. not sure

C. no 000
8. I think that everyone would benefit from learning item*.

A. Iv

B. not sure

C. no

9. There are many subject. more important to learn at salmi than
French.

A. yes

B. not sure

C. no

10. It is important to lea= French while still at school.

A. yes

B. not sure

C. no

6



Q61.71

nA/20 FR
lEA/40 PR

Below is a list of things you may do outside school. Look at each
one, and if it is something you do very often or used to do very
often, blacken in space A on your anewer card. If you do it some-
times, blacken in space B. I: you rarely do it or have never done
it, blacken in space C.

11. Read French newspapers or magazines.

A. often

B. sometimes

C. rarely or never

00'

12. Listen to French language radio programs or watoh French
language films or Pr, nch language TV programs.

A. often

B. cometimes

C. rarely or never

13. Talk with French speaking children or adults.

A. often

B. sometimes

rarely or never

14. Correspond in French with a pen pal.

A. often

B. sometimes

C. rarely or never

15. Attend meetingz of French language societies or other Prenoh
language cultural organizations.

A. often

B. mometimer

C. rarely or never

16. Have visited a French-speaking country.

A. more than a month

nvel.h Av. 101
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Q64.;'1

IRA/20 FR
1W/4n in

The following are sotivittwo W.* pupils learning 'trench nay carry

out in the olitporooa. Look at soh statement. If the statement

refers to an aotivity loo oarry out often, blaoken in space Ai if

you do it sometimes, blaokou in epnoe B1 if you do it rarely or never,
Weaken in epee* C on youx *newer cord.

17. Speaking Prenoh to thy teacher.

A. often

B. sometimes

C. rarely or never

t40".
of

18. Speaking in (name 5f Mother Tongue).

A. often

B. soustilLes

C. rarely or never

19. Vtirnima to the tosonor speaking in (name of Mother Tongue).

A. often

B. sometimes

C. rarely or ne..er

20. Listoting to reoordp, radio, or T.V. program or films in the
French lonavage.

A. often

B. sometimes

C. rarely or never

21. Repeating taped, filmed, or broadoast oral exercises in Prenoh.

A. often

B. sometimes

C. rarely or never



.6..

22. Writing exercises in French.

A. often

B. sometimes

C. rarely or never

23. Tranulating from or into French.

A. often

B. sometimes

C. rarely or never

24. Writing essays in French.

A. often

B. sometimes

C. rarely or never

TEA/20 PR
lgti40 1'1

25. Reading of short pssnagen FrAlch for detailed study.

A. often

B. eometimse

C. rarely or n4voir

26. Reading 'French for cleasere.

A. often

B. sometimeo

C. rarely or never



QUESTIONNAIRES

GENERAL NOTES

Ogi ilt461141.

1. Instructions for all questionnaires Should encourage all respondents

to give a response to every item. It is left to National Centers to

frame the statement for their own countries. Indeed, test administra-

tors and school co-ordinators should be asked by National Centers to

ensure that all questionnaire items are completed.

2. Obviously greater freedom is permissible in the translation of

questionnaire items than in test itemG. In some instances Aems 411

have to be completely adapted for national use. However, where an

international code has been provided, it is essential that the

information is obtained nationally in such a way that the international

coding can be applied.

3. In the stem of most questions the word "indicate" has been used. Where

the National Center has decided to use an MIT card, the stem will have

to be changed to read something like "indicate by blackening in the

appropriate space on the answer card". Where punch cards will be

returned by a National Center, their stem should be changed to something

like "indicate by circling the appropriate letter below".

4. Some questions in which the response indicates the grouping of a

continuous variable, a short-hand convention using the signs 2t(less

than or equal to) and <( greater than) has been used. National Centers

should translate these signs into appropriate words for the respondents

to the questionnaires. The convention has been used for the sake of

accuracy.

5. Where appropriate, national examples should be given in order to help

respondents answer the questions accurately.

6. Unsealed Variables. Where it has been difficult to evolve an international

scale which adequately repreL^nts different practices in participating

countries, the variable has been designated as an international unsealed

variable. National Centers are asked to formulate for each of these

variables up to a nine-point scale which will be appropriate for use

within their country and which agrees with the general outlin:: provide -d

in the sp^cific neconpanying notes. The p-Irpose of thit, outline iJ to

en3ure a certain uniformity of categorisation between the different

countries, that in, all countries should collect data on the name dimcn-

sion cnd ordered in the nee way. It is important that UstiwIal Center:

transmit copies of emir olaenificatory ee1aomea to IRA Intormtioiml.



Q6

- 2

WA
tort OSA

7. In order to secure the most accurate information to questionnaire items,

countries may wish to consider assigning several of the items as "home

tasks" for the student. Students would be asked to find out the answer

to several of the items in preparation for completing the questionnaire.

Such items which could profitably be assigned as "home tasks" inches:

Father's Occupation and Father's and Mother's Education.

8. In a number of countries, students will require some guidance from

teachers in answering questionnaire items. Such guidance is appropriate

and desirable. It is quite possible that, in some situations, teachers

will read questionnaire items aloud, discuss pcints of clarification,

allow time for students to supply an answer and proceed to the next

item. Such a step by step approach to the completion of the student

questionnaire may be necessary at the 10-year-old level in various

countries where students have had little or no experience with question-

naires. Where students may be expected to givethe same answer (e.g.,

number of students in class, grade student is in, etc.) the best

procedure is for the teacher to supply the answer and get all students

to enter it in. It is, of course, clear that no help will be given to

students when answering the tests (as opposed to the questionnaires).

9. Where students are requested to give a quantitative response to an item,

e.g. number of hours of homework, these are to be coded to the nearest

whole hour, year, etc.

10. Where a response of zero or none is given to a questionnaire item, this

is to be coded 0 on the punch card. Where an individual has failed to

record a questionnaire item, the appropriate column should be left blank.

The distinction between a blank and a zero is an important one.

11. Wherever coding or punching schemes are being used in the coding of

responses, minimum arse maximum values for each variable are set forth

in the international coding scheme. Where a student indicates a response

which is greater than the maximum value, it is to be coded as the maximum

111 value. Thus, if thc naxinum value for a certain varinble is 25, a resr.oure

cif 30 would 1,e crAPd tv: 25, sine() 25 mcans 25 or r,,re.
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SISA

000,
Q6Y1

12. The definition of Civic Education to be used within any one

country will be left to each National Center to decide. This

is because the content and nomenclature of Civic Education

courses will vary from country to country. The definition

arrived at should be sent to IEA International in Stockholm.

I 2
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=A SIX - SUBJECT SURVEY INSTRUMENTS

The basic procedures to be followed in the main testing of the YEA Six-Subject

Survey were set out in a series of manuals:

Stage 2 IEA/M1 Manual for National Centers
TEA /M2 Manual for School Coordinators
IEA/M3 Manuel for Test Administrators

Stage 3 IEA/Ml/Stage 3 Manual for National Centers
IEA/M2/Stage 3 Manual for School Coordinators
IEA/M3/Stage 3 Manual for Test Administrators
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These manuals are available from ERIC Clearinghouse.

The following extracts from these manuals have been appended, to this particular

IRA instrument to provide researchers with the minimum necessary test instruction

information (e.g., such things as the instructions on the practice items and the

warnings concerning the amount of time left for the test have been omitted here).

For full details, please consult the appropriate manuals.

The Data Bank Instrument Number which appears below is a new number, assigned
.since the instruments were administered for the purpose of easily linking items

in the instruments with the resultant variables in the Data Bank holdings. Each

such variable is named in the codebook using the new instrument number and

(usually) the number of the item within the instrument from which the variable is

derived. The key to the new instrument numbers is as follows:

1 Type of Instrument

E Examination (student)
q questionnaire (student)

T Teacher questionnaire
S School questionnaire

2: Student Population

1 is I

2 II

3 III
4 0 IV
5 a I and II

3: Istlist

S Science
R Reading Comprehension
L Literature
M Mother Tongue (Reading Comprehension and Literature)

B English as a Foreign Language
F French as a Foreign Language
C Civic Education
2 All Stage 2 Subjects
3 All Stage 3 Subjects
5 All Stage 2 and Stage 3 Subjects

4-541gInment Within Tnie

One or two characters used when necessary to uniquely identify each

instrument when there is more than one instrument of the same type.

Instrument Name. French Student 9Best ionnaire.

Data Bank Instrument Number Q6F2

001°

6 II and Iv
7 I, II and IV
8 I and /V
S IV Specialist
N NA: Teacher or School questionnaire

13
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Ia/M3/Stage 3

Fop xl, p. 20

Pop IV, p. 19

That is the end of section 1. We are now ready to start section 2.

The questions in this section deal with some of your interests and outside activiti.es

It is not a test. In answering the questions, choose the answer thet suits you

beat and mark your choice in Section V on the other side of your answer card.

Are there any questions?

toft
001,
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INA/20 PR
IRA/40 FR

PrABILaJLALsfotlasaigiate

Section 2s ..!R NCE STUDRNT rESTIONNA/RE

1. Indicate if you have subjects other then French in which the
language of inetraotion is 'tench.

A. The

S. No

2. Indicate if your fa.hor ever studied French.

A. Yes

D. No

C. Do not km.1

stlit
cot

000

3. Indioate if your mother ever studied French.

... Tee

B. No

C. Do not knot

4. Indicate how your partents feel about your studying Preanoh.

A. X don't know abut their feelings, or I can't answer this
question

D. May are not favorable to it

C. They don't care either way

D. They are favorable to it

5. Indicate if your parents ever help you with your French homework.

A. Often

D. Ocoasionally

C. Rarely or never
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TEA/40 ;i
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went to reng
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TrA/20 PR
lr.A/tso fa

A a C D I
Strongly Agree Unoer. As- Strongly
Agree tain agree Di

15. I am studying French because

I was given no ckoice in the

matter ....... ********

16. f3tudying French will help me

to understand my own language

bitter ********** .........

17. Studying French will help me

to know and appreciate the

vay of tire of people who

speak Prene.h

For questions 13-21 indicate blw well you intend or plan to be

able to: Sonsiliat

Not at all A little well Well Ve Well

18. Speak French... A

19. Understand rrencb ;

when spoken A

20. avid ?ronoh

21. 'trite French i A
I

B

22. Indicate it wh at txcn'61 you first started studying

rreneh.

A. Grades 1 .:24

p. Grnlos S lr 4 10°
r WOO

D. Grades 7 or 8

E. Grade 9 or higher

23. Indicate wr.11 yo.. knew :rench before you started studying

it st

A. I dilu't know am y rreuch

B. I knew only a f," words

I knew the. languace fairly well

D. I knew the languaze very well

17



Q61.42

TEA/20 PV
;!%.:.. ;I

24. In.!:lulina Ir115'nt ;1,vr hte staled
7rench altogether.

A. I year

B. 2 year?.

3 to 4 yeGra

n. 5 tc 6 yeers

vaars or more

P5. Indioate how wq.11 c-n :1",...1111 ...me: (that is, 38,7 any

thing ;70+1! want in it).

A. 7of at all

P. A little

C. Somewhat well

D. %tell

7er7 well

26. :miiete how woll -Pa uneers40 Frenel, whAr. .s her people
apeak to yr,-.4 in It.

Ilot at

A. A little.

C. Somewhe' wr.lt

w.:11

27. In°i.-,!
.tt

P.

4111.0.,1

T

04 1
7.. 'fell

wAll

.e.3 7rene, now.



TPA/2o FA
JFA/40 FR

20. Indlmte how well you canyrit<! r`en., 4 * vri te

anythinc yon want to in It.

A. Not at all

A little

'. Somewhat vf.'11

M. Well

I tt!ry well

29. Indicate how often e nlen^t. crltr!A.., or enl'oo1, to

talk with peorlo in

A. 'river

3. Sometimes

C. Often

30. Indiimte if you have spent any time in a ?tench-speaking
country.

A. Never

'9. Short vislt (less than one month)

w. Between one month and one year

D. Between one and two years

2. More than two years

31. IndioPt(s ho,: cary or Lase you find the abaft of Preach, as
comparot .4.L otImr ..44.otn.

A. 74%,

B. Znnwohn.t

C. Neither uor bard

L. :oar:011t

7Ory hari!

19
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I I A, .20 fl:
TEA; 400 FR

32. Tndioate how hard you work in learniAti; >v atadying French
comuprsA T.6 ether snbje-tm in school .

A. t work hardf-r in Prenolt tliftn in other subjects

B. I work in French about !is hard as I do in other subjects

L lo tint work in Freh ss hard as I do in other sub..
j.cts

33. Indiente hc.;17 many hours of homework you do each week
in French.

Lase than 1 hour

11. 'Between 1 end 2 hours

C. between and 3 hou=7.

D. Between 5 at.4 5 hours

More than 5 hours

t's

'4. Indicate about how many bourn of instruction you receive
each week in Preach.

2 hours or less

'. Petween and 3 hours

C. Between 3 and 4 ho,ars

D. Between 4 and 5 hours

:::. More than 5 hours

35. Indicate how many students there are in the class in which
you study :'ranch.

A. ?ewer t' a:1 15

R. ic .
,

C. 21 .

D. "6 - 3n

71 or mor4

24)
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.:4 101Q6s

.c:Abto rn

In-floato about how man books or magazinee in rreno there
arc in tour

A. row--

"'slew (1 - to)

Teany

37. Indioete how often you read/Wadi books, see French movies and
TV prograns, and lieten to French programs on the radio.

ftrely ,r never

T. Sometime. (about once a week)

orter (more than ancp a week)

*00
00'

0,4



QUESTIONNAIRES

GENERAL NOTES

1. Instructions for all questionnaires should encourage all respondents

to give a response to every item. It is left to National Centers to

frame the statement for their own countries. Indeed, test administra-

tors and school co-ordinators should be asked by National Centers to

ensure that all questionnaire items are completed.

2. Obviously greater freedom is permissible in the translation of

questionnaire items than in test item. In some instances items 411

have to be completely adapted for national use. However, where an

international code has been provided, it is essential that the

information is obtained nationally in such a way that the international

coding can be applied.

3. In the stem of most questions the word "indicate" has been used. Where

the National Center has decided to use an MRC card, the stem will have

to be changed to read something like "indicate by blackening in the

appropriate space on the answer card". Where punch cards will be

returned by a National Center, their stem should be changed to something

like "indicate by circling the appropriate letter below".

4. Some questions in which the response indicates the grouping of a

continuous variable, a short-hand convention using the signs ,i(less

than or equal to) and <( greater than) has been used. National Centers

should translate these signs into appropriate words for the respondents

to the questionnaires. The convention has been used for the sake of

accuracy.

5. Where appropriate, national examples should be given in order to help

respondents answer the questions accurately.

6. Unsealed V9riables. Where it has been difficult to evolve an international

sallale which adequately represents different practices in participating!

countries, the variable has been designated as an international unsealed

variable. National Centers are asked to formulate for each of these

variables up to a nine-point scale which will be appropriate for use

within their country and which agrPes with the general outline provided

in the specific accompanying notes. The purpose of this outline is to

a certain uniformity of categorisation between the different
r.

countries, that is, all countries should collect data on the same dimen-

sion and ordered in the same way. It is important that HaticLal Center:

transmit copies of tor clasoific&tory schomes to lEA intornatio4s1.
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7. In order to secure the most accurate information to questionnaire items,

countries may wish to consider assigning several of the items as "home

tasks" for the student. Students would be asked to find out the answer

to several of the items in preparation for completing the questionnaire.

Such items which could profitably be assigned as "home tasks" includt:

Father's Occupation and Father's and Mother's Education.

8. In a number of countries, students 1412 require some guidance from

teachers in answering questionnaire items. Such guidance is appropriate

and desirable. It is quite possible that, in some situations, teachers

will read questionnaire items aloud, discuss points of clarification,

allow time for students to supply an answer and proceed to the next

item. Such a step by step approach to the completion of the student

questionnaire may be necessary at the 10-year-old level in various

countries where students have had little or no experience with question-

naires. Where students may be expected to givethe same answer (e.g.,

number of students in class, grade student is in, etc.) the best

procedure is for the teacher to supply the answer and get all students

to enter it in. It is, of course, clear that no help will be given to

students when answering the tests (as opposed to the questionnaires).

9. Where students are requested to give a quantitative response to an item,

e.g. number of hours of homework, these are to be coded to the nearest

whole hour, year, etc.

10. Where a response of zero or none is given to a questionnaire item, this

is to be coded 0 on the punch card. Where an individual has failed to

record a questionnaire item, the appropriate column should be left blank.

The distinr.fion between a blank and a zero is an important one.

11. Wherever coding or punching schemes are being used in the coding of

responses, minimum and maximum values for each variable are set forth

in the international coding scheme. Where a student indicates a response

which is greater than the maximum value, it is to be coded as the maximum

value. Thus, if the maximum value for a certain variable in 25, a rPnponne

of 30 would he cased an 25, since 25 meann 25 or more.
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12. The definition of Civic Education to be used within any one

country will be left to each National Center to decide. Thies

le because the content and nomenclature of Civic Education

ooureee var.., from country to country. The definition

arrived at should be sent to IEA International in Stockholm.
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