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ABSTRACT

In 1965 the International Association for the
Evaluation of RBducational Achievement (IFA) inaugurated a
cross-national survey of achievement in six subjects: Science,
Reading Comprehension, Literature, English as a Foreign Language,
Prench as a Foreign lLanguage, and Civic Education. The overall aim of
the project was to use international tests in order to relate student
achievement and attitudes to instructional, social, and economic
factors, and from the results to establish generalizatioens of value
to policy makers worldwide. Contained here are two guestionnaires for
students of Prench as a Foreign Language in populations II, IV
surveying what part French plays in the students' lives and assessing
the interest and outside activities of these students. Population II
consists of students aged 14 to 15 years; population IV, those
students enrolled in the final year of pre-university traiming.
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IBA SIX~SUBJECT SURVEY INSTRUMENTS
The basic procedures to be followed in the main testing of the IEA Bix-Subject
Survey were set out in a series of manuals:

Stage 2 IEA/M1 Manual for National Centers

RYMENT OF HEALTA.

A
IBA/M2 Manual for School Coordinators " coucanon s NELTRT
IEA/M3 Nanual for Test Administrators ' ww:gf‘:}_!_":ﬂ.! iy weoe
(21 Ty o REL W Gl |
Stage 3 IEA/M1/Stage 3 Manual for National Centers DUCED EXA L Cwaniza TON DR G,

TiNG T POINTS OF Vit ¥

TEA/M2/Stage 3 Manual for School Coordinators AT T 00 NG NECESARILY RERI

AL NATIONAL INSTITUTE ot

mlm, Stage 3 Manual for Test Administrators :toﬁ,z‘::fc;:.'pogmou ok POLICY
These manuals are available from ERIC Clearinghouse.

The following extracts from these manusls have been appended to this particular
IEA instrument to provide researchers with the minimum necessary test instruction
information {e.g., such things as the instructions on the practice items and the
varnings concerning the azmount of time left for the test have been omitted here).
For full details, plesse consult the appropriate manuals.

The Data Bank Instrument Number which appears below is & new nusber, assigned

. since the instruments were sdministered for the purpose of easily linking items

in the instruments with the resultant variables in the Data Bank holdings. Hach
such varisble is named in the codebook using the new instrument number and
(ususlly) the number of the item within the instrument from which the veriable is
derived. The key to the nev instrument numbers is as follows:

1: ZIype of Imstrwment

E » Examinstion (student)
Q = Questiomiaire (student)
T = Teacher questionnaire
8 = School questiomnaire

2: Student Population

ls] 6 = II and IV

2= II Ts I, II and IV

3= III 8§=73 and IV

h » IV 8 = IV Specialist

S= 1 and II N = NA: Teacher or School questiconaire
3: Subject

8 = Science

R = Reading Comprehension

L = Literature

M = Mother Tongue (Reading Comprehension and Literature)
E = Engligsh as a Foreign Language

F = French as a Foreign Languege

C = Civic Edueation

2 = Al) Stage 2 Subjects

3 = All Stage 3 Subjects

5 = All Stage 2 and Stage 3 Subjects

4-5: Instoument Withip Type
One or two characters used when necessary to uniguely identify each
instrument when there is more then one instrument of the same type.

Instrument Name Questions About Learning French z
Data Bank Instrument Number Q6F1
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IEA/M3/Stage 3
Pop II, p. 19

Bocklet 33 contains a number of questions adout you and your study of French.

It is not @ test. You are to answer the questious in this section as accurately
us you can. You will record your enswers to Lhe questions in this section on
answer card 20 in Section A. As before, ycu will indicate your answers by

blackening in the oval {hat corresponds to the answer you choose.

1\ .
IEA/M3/Stage 3 @“ '
&

Pop 1V, p. 18

Booklet 45 contains a number of questions about you and your study of French.

It is not a test. You are to answer the questions in this section as accurately
as you can. You will record your answers to the questions in this section on
answer card 20 in section A.  As before, you will indicate your answers by

blackening in the oval that corresponds to the answer you choose.
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_Fronch s s Poreign Langnsge

Seotion 13 QUESTIONS ABCUT LEARNING FRENCH

These questions axe being given to a numder of ohildren
in several countries to find out what they think adbout French and
the part it plays in their lives. This is NOT a test, becanse there
are no right or wrong answers. We just want to know how you feel
about lewrning French and about the ways in which you are lesrning
it.

When you are told to do so, work th. nugh the questions,
indicating the answers you want to give by blavkening in the appro-
priate space on your answer ocard. If you want to change an answez
you have given, you msy, but be sure to ersse the mark for the old
ansver completely.

"
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2. IBA/20 ™R
IRA/40 PR

For esch of these questions, select the anewer whioh is true for
you, and indiocate it dy dDlackoning in the appropriate space on
your ansver oard.

1.

2.

5.

4.

50

The marks I get in Frenoh are usually
A. Ddetter then in most other sudjects.
B. about average compared wiith octher subjects.

C. worase than in most other sudbjects.

T like Premch ot W

A. wmore than most other suvdjects.

B. about the same as other asubjeots.
C. lese than most other subjectn.

I would like to study French after the end of this school
year.

A. yes

B . not sure

~C. no

French gets more ianteresting all the time.

A. 3oz

3. not sure

C. mo

T would like to be alle to spesk more langueges than (mothex
tongne).

A. yon

B. not pure

C. no



6.

7.

9.

10.

Q61

-V IRA/20 PR
A/ 40 MR

I hope thet in my sareer 1 will be able to make some use of
the French I learmed at scheol.

A. Yyos

B. pnot sure

C. no

I cannot profit from learaing PFPrench decesute it ie too Aiffi-
cult for me.

Ad. yes

e
3. not sure @“ “\\\’&
O

C. mno

I think that everyone would benefit from learning Frenoch.
A. yes
B. onot sure

C. mo

Theroe are meny sudjects more important to leaxn at sohool than

French. ,
A, yeoso
B. not asuze

C. no

It 458 important tc¢ lesr» French while still at school.
A. yes
B. not sure

C. no

c.
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Below 45 & list of things you may do outeside school. Look at each
one, and if it is something you do vary often or ugsed to do very
often, blacken in space A on your anewer card. If you do it some-
times, blacken in space B. I you rarely do it or have never dome
it, blacken in spaca C.

11. Read French newspapers or megazines.
A. often \!'
o e

B. sometimes “5\

C. rarely ox never

12. Listen to French language radio programs or watch French
language films or Pr nuch language TV prograns.

A. often
B. cometimes

C. rarely or mnever

13. Talk with Fronch speaking children or adulta.
A. often
B, sometimes

2. rarely or never

14. Correspond in French with a p2n pal.
A. often
B. sometines

C. rarely or never

15. Attend meetingc of French language societies or other French
language cultural organizations.

A, often

B. sgmometimer

C. rarely or never

16. Have visited a French-speaking country.

Q. A. more <than a month

k-] “a *eonth ar 1
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~fe IEA/20 MR

The following sre activities which pupils learning French may oarry
out in the olassxzcoa. Louk at each stetement. If the atatement
refers “o en aotivity jou carry out of4en, dlacicon in space A} if
you do it somotimes, blackiua in epnos By if you do it vevely or unever,
blacken in space C on yow) answer card.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Speaking Prencoh to thu teschor. &6
W

A. often @?‘

B. oopetimes Qé‘

C. rarely cr never

Speaking in (name £ Mother Tongue).
A. Oftﬁn
B. souatines

C. zarely or naevoer

I°stening to ‘ae toscher sposking in (asme of Mother Tongue).
A, often

B. sonetimen

C. ravrely ox never

Listoning to veoorde, wadio, or T.V. programs or films in the
Prench loogtage.

A. often

B. sometimes

C. rarely or never

Repeating taped, filmed, or brosdoast oral exercises in Frenoh.
A. often
B. somotimes

C. rarely or never



22.

23.

24.

26.

WQ6i'l
b TEA/20 PR
LE4/40 ¥R

Writing oxercises ia Frenoh.
A, often
B. sometimes

C. rarely or never

Tranvlating from or ianto French.
A. often
B. somatimes

C. raxely or never $@

Writing eosays in French.
A. Oftﬁn
B. esometinmes

C. rarely or never

Reading of short pasmagen in Fr.meh for detailed 8 tudy.
A. often
B. eometimosn

C. rarely or never

Reading 7rench for nleusure.
A. often
B. gometimeun

C. raxely or mever



2.

3.

QUESTIONNAIRES

GENERAL _NOTES

‘ﬁﬁa"ﬁﬂﬂuwna’a“i.
Instructions for all Questionnaires should encourage all respondents

to give a response to every item. It is left to National Centers tc
frame the statement for their own countries. Indeed, test administra-
tors and school co-ordinators should be asked by National Centers to
ensure that all questionnaire items are completed.

Obviously greater freedom is permissible in the translation of
questionnaire items than in test itemn. In some instances items ¢ill
have to be completely adapﬁed for national use. However, where an
international code has been provided, it is essential that the
information is obtained nationally in such a way that the international
coding can be applied.

‘In the stem of most questions the word "indicate" has been used. Where

the National Center has decided to use an MRC card, the stem will have
to be changed to read somcthing like "indicate by blackening in the
appropriate space on the answer card". Where punch cards will be
returned by a National Center, their stem should be changed to something
like "indicate by circling the appropriate letter below".

Some questions in which the response indicates the grouping of a
continuous variable, a short-hand convention using the signs 2 (less
than or equal to) and <({greater than) has been used. National Centers
should translate these signs into appropriate words for the respundents
to the questionnaires. The convention has been used for the sake of

accuracy.

Where appropriaste, national examples should be given in order to help
respondents ansver the questions accurately.

Unscaled Voriables. Where it has been difficult to evolve an internaticonal
scale which adequately represents different practices in participating
countries, the variable has been designated as an international unscaied
variable. Netional Centers are asked to formulate for each of these
variables up to a nine-point scale which will be appropriatc for use

within their country and which agreecs with the general outiine provided

in the specific acconpenying notes. The parpose of this cutline iz to
ensure 8 certein uniformity of categorisation between the different
couniries, thut is, all countries should collect data on the seme dimen-

sion end ordered in the some way. It is important that Lational Centers
trensmit copies of their olasnificatory schomer to XEA Intoynetfoarld.
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7. In order to secure the most accurate information to questionnaire items,
countries may wish to consider assigning several of the items as "home
tasks” for the student. Students would be asked to find out the answer
to several of the items in preparation for completing the questionnaire.
Such items which could profitably ve assigned as "home tasks" incluc.:
Father's Occupation and Father's and Mother's Education.

8. In a number of countries, students wil! require some guidance from
teachers in answering duestionnaire items. Such guidance is appropriate
and desirable. It is quite possible that, in some situations, teachers
will read questionnaire items amloud, discuss pcints of clarification,
allow time for students to supply an answer and proceed to the next
item. Such a step by step approach to the completion of the student
Questionnaire may be necessary at the 10-year-old level in various
countries where students Lave had little or no experience with question-
naires. Where students may be expected to giverthe same answer (e.g.,
number of students in clase, grade student is in, etc.) the best
procedure is for the teacher to supply the answer and get all students
to enter it in, It is, of course, clear that no help will be given to
students when answering the tests (as opposed to the questionnaires).

9. Where students are requested to give a quantitative response to an item,
e.&. number of hours cof homework, these are to be coded to the nearest

vhole hour, year, ecte.

' 10.  VWhere a response of zero or none is given to a questionnaire item, this
‘ is to be coded O on the punch card. Where an individual has failed to
record a questionnaire item, the appropriate cblumn should be left blank.
The distinction between a blank and a zero is an important one.

11. Wherever coding or punching schemes are being used in the coding of
responses, minimum and meximum values for each variable are set forth
in the interncriional coding scheme. Where a student indicates a respense
which is greater than the maximum value, it is to be coded as the naximum
11 value, Thus, If the nuximum value for a errtain variable is 2%, a resrouce

of 32 would Yve ended ac 2%, since P5 means 25 or moere.,
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12. The definiiion of Civic Education to be used within any ons
country will dbo left to each National Center to decide. This
is because the content and nomenclature of Civic Education
courses will vary from country to country. The definition
arrived at should be sent to IEA Intermational in Stookholm.

ERIC

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.



IEA SIX-SUBJECT SURVEY INSTRUMENTS

The bagic procedures to be followed in the main testing of the IEA Six-Subject
Survey were set out in a series of manuals:

Stage 2 IEA/M1I Manual for National Centers

» $
IEA/M2 Manusl for School Zoordinators R
IEA/M3 Manual for Test Administrators s o EBbCAT T OF
DUCED Emapy ] MAS BrEN
Stage 3 IEA/M1/Stage 3 Manual for National Centers I PSS b S L T o
IEA/M2/Stage 3 Manual for School Cocrdinators 1T b Nay ey 0% OPiiowy
IEA/M3/Stage 3 Manual for Test Administrators FDUCATON RO on s SSTITUTE O

These manuals are available from ERIC Clearinghouse.

The following extracts from these manuals have been appended to this particular
1EA instrument to provide researchers with the minimum necessary test instruction
information (e.g., such things as the instructions on the practice items and the
warnings concerning the amount of time left for the test huve been omitted here).
For full details, please cousult the appropriate manuals.

The Data Bank Instrument Number which appears below is a new aumber, assigned
. since the instruments were administered for the purpose of easily linking items
in the instruments with the resultant variebles in the Dats Bank holdings. Each
such variadble is named in the codebook using the new instrunent number and
(usually) the number of the item within the instrument from vhich the variable is
derived. The key to the nev instrument numbers is as follows:

1: ZIype of Instrument \&
E = Examination (student) \““\»
Q = Questiopnaire (student) 1
T = Teacher questiomnaire $“5
S = School Questionnaire

2: Student Population

ls] 6= II and IV

2= JI Ts I, II and IV

3= III =71 and IV

h = IV S = IV Specialist

Sw ] and IX N = NA: Teacher or School questionnaire
3: Subject

8 = Science
R = Reading Comprehension
L = Literature .
1 M = Mother Tongue (Reading Comprehension and Literature)
E = English as a Foreign Language
{ F = French as a Foreign Language
C = Civie Education
2 = All Stage 2 Subjects
3 = A1l Stage 3 Subjects
5 » All Stage 2 and Stage 3 Subjects

4-5: Instvment Within Type
One or two characters used when necessary to uniquely identify each
) instrument when there is more than one instrument of the same type.

13

Ingtrusent Neme French Student Questionnaire
Dats Bank Instrument Number Q6F2




Q6i2

TBA/M3/Stuge 3
Pop I1, p. 20
Pop 1V, p. 19

That is the end of gection 1. We are now ready to start section 2.

The questions in this section desl with scme of your interests and outside activi‘:es
It is not a test. In answering the questions, choose the answer thet suits you

best and mark your choice in Section V on the other side of your answer card.

Are there any questions?

v‘lﬁuﬁsunsui
o ¥

14



1.

2.

4.

Q6i'2

-7~ IBA/20 ¥R
IRBA/40 PR

Frenoh as a Foreisn language

Seotion 23 _FBENCK STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE

Indicate if you have cubjecis other than Prench in which the
language of inotruction is svemch.

A. Yeou
B. XNo

Indicate if your fa.her ever studied French.
\
A. Yes
(] gﬂﬂ‘ ﬁwﬂhﬂh
B. No ‘ﬁss

C. Do mot Encw

Indiocate if your mother ever studied Prench.
we Yeo
B. BNeo

C. Do not know

Indionte how your partents feel sbcut your studying French.

A. I don't know about their feelingms, or I can't answer this
question

B. Thoy are not favorable to it

C. They don't care either vay

D, They sxe favorable to it

Indioate if your parents ever help you with your Frenoch homework.
A. Often

B. Oocosasionally 1:-
C. BRarely or never
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TEA/20 FR
ITA/NO M
A B C D B
Strongly Agree Uncer- Dis- Strongly
B} 15, I ean etudying French bdecause Agroe taln ¢ Dl
I was given no clLoice in the
mtter .0.0‘00.0..’00.‘00.0 q B C D E
) 16. Siudying French will help me
40 understand oy own language
=_-= b"tt@r .-CO‘....C.OOQ.‘..COC ‘hc B C D g
17. Studying French will help me |
t» know ané appreaniate the
way of life of people who
speak French .cceecocccccoses 4 B ¢ T E
For questions 13-21 indicate Low well you intend or plan to de
able to: \ B Sonoghnt D B
Not at all & 1iitle well Well Very Well
18, SPQ“ French... A B e D E
19, Understand Treneh R St T
when spoken ... A B ¢ b s
20. 3lead French ... . 8 ) D P
| o R
29, Yrite Frencl ... ‘ A ; R o T.D B

20, Indicete ir whnt yrade & ucheol you first started studying
Frerch.
A. Grades ' or
P. GOrples § or M
. Srages ©oAr u 6&

D. Grades 7 or &

i 1D

L. Grade 9 or higher

2%, Indicaie tav well yo knew ‘rench tefore you started studying
it at achesl.
A. I didn’t know any Dreach
8. I knew only a fo words
s, 1 lmew the langunze fairly well
D. I kprew the language very well

17
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24. Inxdulipng thie ywas, uniddsate how zany rars oou honve etulled
Trench altogether.

B. 2 yeers
Ze¢ 3 to 4 yenxrs .
De K tc € years

- Z. 7 yoars or nore

2%, Indicate how well yau er~n soo:i: Irensn sow (that is, 3ay any-
thing y~: want In it), -

A, Yot at all

. A little M
C. Jomewhat well &w

D. “lall

-

e Very well
26, Iniicnte how well yo ~an yncegsiand Freneh whan zther people
apeak to you in it.
2. Yot et ald
Poe L 1ittle
Ge Somewhe' wrll

e el

270 Intin~at i "1 o0 - e 3 Trench now.
Je Tt -8 '
Pc ¢ l 4 °
?. ‘3::;\“.‘:” s .. . .‘
e VYell

o " Tar; well 18
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_. 28. Indicate how well you can wrile rreni® wew, Vit 1o writs
anythins you wvant %o in it,

A. Not at all
Bo A little

~« Somewhat woll

I. Well

b )

Ze Tory well
29. Indicste how often jyou have g shan~2, onte!de of gavrool, to
talk witk people ia Frensh,

A, MNaver

3. Sometimes ""

. Often ﬁ #‘

35. Indicate if you have spent any time in a Freanch-speeking

country.
4., Never

B, Short vis!t (less than one month)
3. Between one month and one year
D. Betweon one and two years
2, More than two years
3. Iplicnte haw cacy or hé:é you find the atwdy of French, as
compars’ ¢ UL, v othior sl jletn,
Ae Te, Ny
Be 3Seagewhnt ooy
Ce lieither ~usy nor haxd
e CTomawhat Lyl

19
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11 A, 20 FR
IFA/40 FR

- 32. Indicate how hard you work in learni.g ¢ atudying French
: comoered T4 other subje~ta 3in school.

fe T work harder lr Prench than in other sudbjects
B. T work in Franch about us haxd ag T do in other subjecte
Ve L 30 uot work in French as hard as I do in other sud-
Jecta
3%, Indicnte about hocr many hours of homework you do each week
in French.
!« Less than t hour
Bs TBetween 1 and 2 hours
Ce Between 2 and 3 hours yﬁ
Ds Between 5 and % houras ﬂ M
5. More than 5 hours
*4. Indicate about how many hoursn of instruction you receive
ench week in French,
de 2 hours or less
R, PRetyeen 2 and 35 hours
Ce Batwean 3 and 4 hours
De Retween 4 and § hours
Ze More than T lhours
35. Indicate how pmany 2tudents there are in the class in which
you study lrench,
A. Pewer {'an 15
Re 15 = 2
Ce 21 = 2%

Do 26 = 30

we 21 or aore
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3. Inlicate about how many books or wmegasines in “renc. therc
are in your home.

Ao Tone

B, Tew (1 - 10)

37. Indioate how often you read French books, see Frenoh movies anmd
TV programe, and listen to French programs on the radio.

.

A. Uarely or never

B, Sometimes (about once a wael)

~

e Ofter (more than once a waok) M

o4
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QUEETIONNAIRES

GENERAL _NOTES

Instructions for all questionnaires should encourage all respondents

to give a response to every item. It is left to National Centers to
frame the statement for their own countries. Indeed, test administru-
tors and school co-ordinators should be asked by National Centers to
ensure that all questionnaire items are completed.

Obviously greater freedom is permissible in the translation of
questionnaire items than in test items. In some instances items vill
have to be completely adapfed for national use. However, where an
international code has been provided, it is essential that the
information is obtained nationally in such a way that the international
coding can be applied.

In the stem of most questions the word "indicate" has been used. Where
the National Center has decided to use an MRC card, the stem will have
to be changed to read something like "indicate by bdblackering in the
appropriate space on the answer card". Where punch cards will be
returned by a National Center, their stem should be changed to something
like "indicate by circling the appropriate letter below".

Some questions in which the response indicates the grouping of a
continuous variable, a short-hand convention using the signs 2 (less
than or equal to) and < (greater than) has been used. National Centers
should translate these signs into appropriate words for the respundents
to the questionnaires. The convention has been used for the sake of

accuracy.

Where appropriate, national examples should be given in order to help
respondents answer the questions accurately.

Unscaled Variables. Where it has been difficult to evolve en international
s@ale wvhich adequately represents different practices in participatineg

countries, the variable has been designated as an international uuscaled
variable. National Centers are asked to formulate for each of these
variables up to a nine-point scale which will be appropriate for use
within their country and which egrees with the general outline provided
in the specific accompanying notes. The purpose of this outline is to
encure a certain uniformity of categorisation between the different
countries, thut is, all countries should ccllect date on the same dincn-

sion and ordercd in the same way. It is important that Haticiel Centers
trenemit copies of theix clasaificatory schemes to IFA Intfornational.



T. In order to secure the most accurate information to questionnaire items,
countries may wish to consider assigning several of the items as "home
tasks" for the student. Students would be asked to find out the answer
to several of the items in preparation for completing the questionnaire.
Such items which could profitably be mssigned as "home tasks" includt:
Father's Occupation and Father's and Mother's Education,

8. In & number of countries, students wil: require some guidance from
teachers in answering duestionnaire items. Such guidance is appropriate
and desirable. It is quite possible that, in some situations, teachers

' wvill read questionnaire items aloud, discuss points of clarification,
allow time for siudents to supply an answer and proceed to the next
item. Such a step by step approach to the completion of the student
questionnaire may be necessary at the 10-year-old level in various
countries where students have hed little or no experience with question-
naires. Where students may be expected to give:the same answer (e.g.,
number of students in class, grade student is in, etc.) the best
procedure is for the teacher to supply the ansver and get all students
to enter it in. It is, of course, clear that no help will be given to
students when ansvwering the tests (as oppose& to the questionnaires).

9. Where students are requested to give a quantitative response to an item,
€.8. number of hours of homework, these are to be coded to the nearest
wvhole hour, year, etc.

' 10.  Where a response of zero or none is given to a questionnaire item, this
is to be coded O on the punch card. Where an individual has failed to
record a questionnaire item, the appropriate column should be left blank.
The distinetion between a blank end a zero is an important one.

11.  VWherever coding or punching schemes are being used in the coding of
responses, minimum and maximum values for each variable are set forth
in the international coding ééheme. Where a student indicates a respense
vhich is greater than the maximum value, it is to be coded as the maximum
value. Thus, if the maximus value for a certain variable js 25, a response
¢f 30 would be coled as ©5, since 25 meana 25 or more.
2
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12.

The definiiion of Civie Education to de used within any one
country will be left to each National Center to decide. This
is becausc the content and nomenclature of Civic Education
courses °rill vary from country to ocountry. The definition
arrived at should be sent to IEA International in Stookholm.
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