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Forevord

The winter season seens to held more mysterinos than any other season. Uhen
winter is mentioned, one automatically thinks of cold weather, sleet, ice, and
snows  But winter de more than this. It changes the belavior of wildlife and
also brings about drastic changes in plant life,

The majority of children sec a sreat deal of plants and witdlife during the
spring, summer, aud fall seasons: however, when the winter weather sets in :hese
seen to be forjotten., Children need to be nade aware of the affects of winter on
plant life and to study the balance of nature during the winter.

ils unit is designed to provide study of the winter season on a level that
special education students can uvnderstand. The activities are aimed at level II
and IIT educable mentally retarded special cducation classes. There are four
topics: 1) The Seacon of Winter; 2) wildlife in Winter: 3) Field Trip - Plants
in the Winter; and 4) Wildiife in Vinter - A Continuation of Topic 2.

For each topic there are hehavioral ohjectives, student activities, and teacher
supgestions. The numbers in parentheses by the activity number indicate the
objectives the activity helps develop. Teaching aids are located in the Appendix.

A variety of activities are given for each objective. It is not expected that
every activity will nced to ba used to achicve a specific objective. The variety
eXists so that teachers may select the activities that are appropriate for indi-
vidual students and their specific class. Teachers should feel free to modify or
substitute activities to accomplish the objectives of the unit. Some objectives
are more difficult than others. Teachers may select and teach those objectives
in the unit that fit their class. Those objectives taught can be evaluated by
pre and post tests developed for the unit.
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Page 1
A Goals aud Objectives
Goals: 1) To develop an appreciation and understanding of the winter season.
2) To understand how plants and wildlife are affected by the winter season.
Bzhavioral Objectives:

1. Given four choices, 75% of the students will select "'4" as the number
of seasons in a year.

2, Given the statenent “The seasons of the yvar are sprin?, summer,
fall, and winter,” 75% of the studeuts will indicate that this is a
true statement,

3. Given four choices, 50% of the students will select 'December, Jan-

uary, February, hLiarch" as the wonths during which the winter season
oceurs,

4. Trom a list of four different temperature readings, 60%Z of the students
will indicate that a 90 reading would not be likely to occur during
the winter season..

. 5. When given the months of April, July, September, and January, 507 of
the students will indicate that a 10° temperature would most likely
occur during January.

¢ 6. Given the months of May, August, September, and February, 35% of the

students will indicate that February has shorter days.

7. Given four choices, 75% of the students will select "grows a heavy
coat of fur' as a way that some animals prepare for winter,

8. Given four choices, 75% of the students will select ‘'migrate' &s the
thing that some birds do as the winter season approaches. :

9. Given four choices, 75% of the students will select ' rabbit" as an
-~ —-animel that does not hibernate during the winter. - - - S

10. Given four choices, 50%Z of the students will indicate that hiber-
nating animals get ready for winter by eating a lot of food.

11. Given four choices, 307 of the students will select 'moving from ome
area to another' as the choice that describes migration.

12. Given four choices, 507 of the students will indicate fhat some animals
hibernate during the wiater months because there is a shortage of food.

13. Given four cheices, 5907 of the students will select ''grass" as a
plant that doer not die in the winter.

14. Given four choices, 507 of the students will indicate that the main
reason many trees do not 8row much during the winter is because they
lose their leaves.
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Given four choices, 30% of the students will select "evergreen" as
the kind ¢f trees that do not lose their leaves during tlhie winter.

Given four choices, 50% of th» students will select ‘decay and tura
into soil' as the thing that hoppéns to plants that die during the
winter.

Riven four choices, 50% of the students will select “precence of
buds" as a way of teliing that trees are alive during the winter.

Given four cholces, 35% of the students will indicate that a plant
that produces sceds then dies each year is callad an annual plant.

Then giver a choice of four seasons, 60% of the students will indi-
cate that winter is the hardest season for wildlife.,

Given four choices, 507 of the students will indicate that snow is
a specilal hardship on some kinds of wildlife Lecause it covers their
food supply.

Given four choices, 75% of the students will select "grasshoppers"
as the insect that will die because of cold weather.

Given four chuices, 50% of the students will seclect ‘'beetle" as the
insect that will sleep through the winter.

Given four choices, 757 of the students will indicace that people can
help birds in the winter by putting out food.for them.
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Page 6
Unit Time Line

m\h“‘

Eefore the trip '
aduinister pretcst to students, ‘6‘ m
Schedule all films that are to bhe uged.

Piepare flannel board for Activity #2.

Begin study of unit.

Contact Environmental Lducation office if thermometers are needed.
Prepare duplicates of all sraph work that is to be used.

Contact project staff to set up a fiald trip date.

Submit field trip request to buildino principal., Check with principal to
see that all requirements for notification of parents have been fulfilled.

leet with program specialist to go over f£ield trip details.

Contact program specialist to affirm readiness for trip on the following
day. Give students the instructions they will need to be fully prepared
for the trip. Remember the weather may be cold!

Field Trip.

After the trip

Begin follow-up study.

Prepare for plant and animal reports.

'Prepare duplicates for Activity #21.

Prepare questions for Activity #24. See Appendix XIV,
Conplete unit study,
Adninister posttest to students.

Fill out Teacher's Unit IFvaluation and submit to progsram speclalist.
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