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INTRODUCTION

PUBLIC SCHOOL EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM

The people of the State of Louisiana, exercising the civil, political

and religious liberties of a free, ¢ mocratic peoples, established the

Constitution of 1921* for the good ur the whole. This document, as an

expression of the sovereign power to preserve peace and promote the

interest and happineds of the pcople, provides in Section 1 of Article

XII that the legislature in exercise of the legislative powers shall
provide for the education of all school children of the state. The
public school system snall include all public schools and all institutions

of learning operated by state agencies.

THE GOVERNCR AND THE LEGISLATURE

The governor, as head of the executive department of the state governmenf,
must submit his axecutive budget to the legislature which appropriates

funds for the operation of public schools, colleges and universities, trade
and vocational-technical schools and special schools. His power to appoint
members on boards of higher education and on parish and city school boards
also exerts a great deal of influence on public education. The action of
the govarnor in entering into a compact with oﬁher states on behalf of the
State of louisiana for cooperative efforts toward improving and expanding
education waz authorized and ratified by the legislature subject to approval

of said compact by the Conaress of the United States.

DTSR

*Act number 2 of 197 provided for holding a convention for the purpose

of framing a ne'. cor.-titution to be submitted to the governor on comple-
tion of their wor“ and finally to qualified voters for adoption. The act
provides that the fiual draft be completed no later than January 4, 1974.
(NOTE: By decls 'acicn of the Geverncr, the new constitution will be sub-
mitted to a vote »r the Louisiana ci:izenty on April 20, 1974)
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The LOUISIANA STATE BOARD OF EDUCAPOW 13 & body politic and corporate

by the name and. sty.e of Louisliana Stale Board of Education and shall

be domiciled ia the City of Batun Rouge, parish of East Baton Rouge.

The board may sue and defend suits in all matters relating to the public
schools except cases within the jurisdiction of the parish school boards.
(LRS 17:2) The board shal; coordinate the educational program in the
elementary and secondary schools and the higher educational institutions
to lead to the standard of higher education established by the Louisiana
State University. (C XII:2)* The b~ rd has supervision and control «f
all free public schools, trade and vocation. .i -*echnical schools: special
schools for the blind, deaf, cerebral-pals‘+4 and spastic; and state
colleges and universities other than louisiana state Univer: !

branches. (C XII:6 and 7) It does not control the busines . v
local school boards or the selectic: or rumoval of their ofticers .-
directors., (C XII:4) The board shall not create any administrat.vc
department in which salaries or expenses are rayable from star: funds,
unless authorized by the legislature. The legislature shall prscribe
the terms under which funds offered fo - edurationds. pusyoses shall be
received and disbursed. (C XII:8) (39e otuer constituc.onal ond statu-

tory provisions relevant to Stato froard »° Edueatron ia texr  pades 9 -30)

Th2 BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE LOULSIANA ¢ [aikE UNIVERSITY . A ULTURAL

AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE coreists of the governor, as c¢x officio member, and

*Abbreviation represents vonstitution ot bLouix:ana of 1921, Acticle nunber
ar.. ‘ertion number.

ro




fourteen members appointed by the qovernor by and with the
consent of the senate for overlapping terms of fourteen years

with two members' terms expiring on June first in the even-

numbered years. Vacancies are filled by the governor by and

with the advice and consent of the senate. More than one member

may be appointed from the same parish and at least seven appoin-

tive members must have been former students and graduates of the

university. (C XII:7) The Board of Supervisors shall have

full direction,.control, supervision and management of Louisiana

State University and all its branches; shall hold four reqular

maatings, one in each quarter of the calendar year, and other

special meetings as may be necessary; anda shall fix a reasonable

per diem and mileage reimbursement for its members.

The LOUISIANA COORDINATING COUNCIL FOR HIGHER EDUCATION was

established by amendment to Article X1I, Section 7, approved

November 5, 1968. The council of 15 members was appointed by

the governor with consent of the senate. The council's duties

involve certain administrative and supervisory aspects heretofore

exzrcised by the Board of Supervisors of Louisiana State University

and the Louisiana State Board of Education, such as creation of

new institutions and establishment of new courses or degree programs

in existing institutions. A master plan for higher education in

Louisiana has been developed by the council. The legislature shall

have the right to abolish the «cuncil at any time. (C XII:7C.1.(4))

(LRS 17:3081-3090) (Amended 17:3085 by Act No. 414 of 1972 and

17:3086 by Act 418 of 1972)
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Act numbegs 712 ot 1972 added Chapsrer N O LTS
statutes of 1950 relatiive .Y L 4 ie PO TANA
BOARD OF RECGENTS was estaliiiznhe b oL andely 1,
1974, on which dc;t.f? the funec<iony v coor s oand b Bduca-
tion and other higher educati .. .. 1 B N A
transferred to the Board ot r o . oo el Ll consist
initially of members of the fub 5. -0 o 4 o oots, Louisiana
Coordinating Council tor Hivgher a0 001 olate Roard of
‘Education whose terms have oot nage, ©t et ter, (Orxganiza-
tion and duties of said board it o -0 o Lagiees eduacation
are outlined in Louisianag kewvised 0t o0 0 000 Coetaab 1733134,

Chapter 24.)

STATE SUPERINTERDENT OF PUBLIC EMCAT

The people of the state ev.r: - .. . C Lo s oate superintend. ne
of public education who must b o« 10 o o Lt an ciewior of thee
state. The State Superintende. . oL b g, L officio
secretary of the state (v ard. (0 - 10 x cconcrve LiYicer of
the bodard he shall estal.li. oo - Attt of eduia-
fon to provide leadershiy , o0 5 . : P R
I sucht drvas as platnin o - o : —
rocearch, 1a-s0) "lee v Lo . - o t
e, public orelations. M oo Y
radicate., clew iy b 0 0 _ S ATe
meoind. e te A, tenge s 4

u‘.‘

O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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PARISH AND CITY SCHOOL BOARDS

Boards shall see that the constitutional and staﬁe school laws'
provisions for education are observed. Each school board is author-
ized to make rules anq regqulations for its own government, not incon-
sistent with law or with policies and/or regulations of the State
Board of Education. All parish and city school boards in existence o
by virtue of.special or local legislative acts are hereby recognized,
subject to control by and supervision of the State Board of Education,
(C XII:1l) (See text pages 47 throuyh 63 for constitutional and

statutory provisions regarding parish and city school boards and

local superintendents)

FUDING FOR PUBLIC EDUCATIOH

Sources of local, state and federal funds for schools and LSU are
provided in sections 14 through 22 of Article XII, in Section 10 of
Article X and in Section 14 of Article XIV of the Constitution. The
Tulane University of Louisiana is recognized as created by Act No. 43

of 1884, (C XI1I:24)

OTHER FIARICIAL ASSISTANCE

The Legisla*ure also may provide financial assistance directly to

school children of the state for attendance at private nonsectarian
elementary and secondary schools in this State. Determination of
eligibility for such financial assistance for attendance at such private
schools may be provided by law. Legislation heretofore enacted for

such purposes is hereby ratified, validated and confirmed. (C XII:l)

e
N ¢
e
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No appropriation of puc!.. funde chall be made to any private

or sectarian school. The Legislature may enact appropriate
legislation to permit institutions of higher learning which
receive all or part of their support from the State of Louisia.a
to engage in interstate and intrastate education agreements with
other state governments, agencies of other state governments,
institutions of higher learning of other state governments and
private institutions of higqher leérning within or outside state

boundaries. (C XII:13)

COLLEGES AD UHIVERSITIES

The Tulane University of Louisiana, located in New Orleans, is
hereby recognized as created and to be developed in accordar .«
with provisions of the Legislative Act No. 43 approved July 3,

1884. (C XII:24)

The metroéolitan branch of Louisiana State University and
Agricultural and Mechanical <»1lcge established in New Orleans
by Act 63 of the reqular session of 1956 and kaown as Louisiana
State University at Now Ov.ians ¢ (1] be and remain at all times
an inteural part of Loui: =11 @ ratc University and Agricultural

and Mechai: :al Cullege wrdnr the direction, control, superv. o,

and management of the Ruara f 3yupervisum 3 of TLouirsiana State
University and Aogri:zultur.at v d strhanical College., (C XIT:25)
(Namr chanfged o s 2 000 o New Orleans, January, 1974)

10
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The New Orleans Branch of Southern University and Agricultural
and Mechanical College established by Act 28 of the extra-
ordinary session of 1956 shall be and remain at all éimes an
integral part of Southern University and Agricultural and
Mechanical College under the direct supervision, control and

management of the lLouisiana State Board of Education (C X11:26),.*

RETIREMENT SYSTEMS

Three retirement systems are maintained principally for school
employees. These are Teachers' Retirement System of

Icuisiana (17:571 et seq.), the Louisiana School Employees'
Retirement System (for bus operators, janitors and other
custodial employees) (17:881 et seq.) and the Louisiana School
Lunch Emplovees' Retirement System (17:1231 et seq.). Some
employees of the State Department of Education are members of
the lLouisiana State Emgloyees' Retirement System, for all state
employees, (C XII:23) The Louisiana State University Retire-
ment System established by Act 26 of 1971 provides retirement
benefits for LSU personnel. Local retirement systems in
Orleans Parish are also authorized for teachers and other school
employees. The Orleans Parish Teachers' Retirement System is
the only local system in operation in Orleans Parish; however,
Act No. 3 of 1971 provides for the merger as of July 1, 1971 of
this system and the Teachers' Retirement System of Louisiana.

The details of the merger have been completed.

*The other state supported colleyes under the State Board of Educatisn
have been established at various times by different legislative acts.

2
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LOUTSIAA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

The State Boarld of Education

A. Qualifications of Members

l. A member must be a citizen of Louisiana.(C VIII:13)

2. A member must be a duly qualified clector of louisiana.
(C VIII:1l3) '

This requires that members be:

a. Not less than twenty-one years of age.(C VIII:1) *

b. A resident of Louisiana for one year, of the parish six
months, of the municipality in municipal elections four
months, and of the precinct, in which he offers to vote,
three months.(C VIII:la)

c. Legally enrolled as a registered voter.(C VIII:lb)

d. Of good character and understand the duties and obligations
of citizenship under a republican form of government.

(C VIII:lc)

e. Able to read and write and demonstrate his ability to do
so by filing an appropriate application under oath.(C VIIIslc)

f. Able to read and give a reasonable interpretation of any section
in the Constitution of Louisiana or the Constitution of the
United States. In the event he is not able to read or write,
then he will be entitled to register if he is a person of good
character and reputation, attached to the principles of the

Constitutioq of the United States and of the State of

*In compliance with amended Article XXVI of the National Constitution,
Louisiana's minimum voting age is eighteen years of age.




louisiana, and able to agive a1 . rasonable interpre-
tation of any sect 'n oF either constitution when
reuad to him by the reqistrar. He shall be well
disposed to the good order and happiness of the
State of lLouisiana and of the United States and
must understand the duties and obligations of
citizenship uhder a republican foxrm of govern-
ment. He shall execute an affidavit affirming
that he will faithfully and fully abide bw ail of
the laws of the State of Louisiana. (C 71I1:14)
g. Able to establish that he is the idéntical‘person
when he applies for registration and when voting .

at the polls. (C VIII:le)

B. Membership, Terms and Vacancies

1.

The State Board of Education is composed of eleven members
elected by the people vf Louisiana. Three members are
elected by popular votc, one from each of the districts
ccrresponding to the , Llic servize commission districts,
for terms of six years, and eiht membors are e' 2 by
popular vote, one from 2ach 7 tue Jdistricts . € lan
to the congression.) uistri.te for terms of eigi. - are

(C X11:4) (Amended Acts 196&, No. 6h9: adepred Novemb.:r
5, 1968)

NOTE: Such districty nave beer chiarged following pubrlica-

tion of thp 1970 consus. New ~orgressional districls for
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1972 and thereafter now exist under Act No. 3 of 1972

(to amend LRS 18:1431) and new public service commission
districts under Act No. 14 of 1972 (to add Section 1161.1

to LRS, Chapter 45).

The governor has constituiional authority to f£ill by appoint-
ment any vacancies occurring on the board although statutory .
provision cited calls for a special election called by the
governor within four months after the vacancy occurs, unless
the unexpired term reamining is for one year or less. (C XII:

4 and LRS 17:1)

C. Compensation and Method of Payment

1,

2.

The State Board of Education as a corporate body has the
authority to determine the compensation of its members at

a rate of not less than $10 nor more than $25 per diem for
the number of days that the board or the duly authorized
committees thereof are in session. 1In addition, each member
of the board is reimbursed for all traveling expenses and
other expenses incidental to the attending of such meetings.
The members may not be paid for a committee meeting and a
board meeting held on the same day. (LRS 17:3)

The compensation of the members of the board is paid by the
State Superintendent of Education. For this purpose he is

specifically authorized to draw warrants against the appro-

priations made by the legislature from the State Public
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Schogl Fund to the iitate Board qf Edacacion, (LRS 17:3)

Item 78 of schedule 19 of the General Appyropriations Act

14 of 1973 appropriated monies payable from the State Public
School Fund to the State Board of Education for a staff and
other operating expenses. Accounts are maintained separate
from those of the department and compensation ovf board
members is made from this account maintained hy State

Board staff. "

2. The State Board of Education is required to meet on or
before the first Monday in December of e.ch year, and at
other times when called by the president.

3. All acts of the board are tigned by the president and
secretary of the board. 1In addition, all papers, documents
and records relative to the board must be fi%ed by the
secretary of the board in the office of the State Board
of Education.

4. The board is domiciled in the city of Baton Rouge; however,
may meet elsewhere after proper public notice.

5. The board may direct that the prnceeditw.c of the State
Board of Education be published in the orficial journal
of the state or in an official pamphlet. (LRSS 17:5)

E. Duties of the Louisiana State Board of Fducation

PRGN

1. The board is a body politic and corporate which has the
authority to sue and deivid =ui+: in all matters relating

to the public scheols except cases within the jaxisi: ot jon




2.

3.
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of the parish school boards. The board shall be domiciled

in the city of Baton Rouge, parish of East Baton Rouge.

(LRS 17:2)

All councils, police juries, governing bodies, boards or

authorities, legislature excepted, shall f£ix the time and

place of regular meetings and in the event of daviations

and/or special meetings are required to give advance

public notice. (LRS 42:7 and 8 amended and LRS 42:9

added by Act No. 699 of 1972)

The board shall fill a vacancy in the office of State

Superintendent of Public Fducation caused by death,

Yesignation or otherwise. (LRS 17:4)

The board is authorized to prepare courses of study, rules,

bylaws and regulations for the government of the public

schools of the state which shall be enforceé by the parish

superintendents and the several parish school boards.

(LRS '17:7)

The board is authorized to:

a. Exercise administrative control and supervision over
the adoption, distribution and use of free textbooks.

b. Adopt rules and regulations governing the use of free
textbooks by schools, parish school boards and super=-

intendents of education.

¢c. Adopt lists of basal textbooks.




5.

6.

7.

8.
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d. Strictly enforce uniform use oé the textbooks from the
adopted list or lists. The list(s)remains unchanged for
a five-year period unless the State Board authorizes and
approves a revised edition of an adopted textbook or
changes an adopted text by a two-third's vote of the
full membership of tlie State Board of Education.

e. Control the formulating of modes of procedure for the
announcement of bids, examination of books and awarding of
contracts. (LRS 17:7 ~ amended by Act No. 446 of 1972)

The board may receive and use for public school purposes any

federal or other fuads from out-of-state sources. (LRS 17:8)

The board may receive and use for public school purposes any

donations from residents of the state. (LRS 17:8) |

The board, at its option, may require reports to be made

by the parish superintendents of schools, and teachers.

(LRS 17:9)

The board shall administer the affairs of the following

state education institutions:

a. Colleges and Universities
Four-Year Inst}tutions
(1) Grambling College of Louisiana
(2) Louisiana Tech University
(3) McNeese State University
(4) Nicholls State University

(5) Northeast Louisiana University

14

18
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(6) Northwestern State University of Louisiana
(7) Southeastern Louisiana University

(8) Southern University and Agricultural and
Mechanical Systein (Baton Rouge Campus)

(9) Southern University in New Orleans
(10) university of Southwestern Louisiana
Two~Year Institutions *

(1) Delgado Junior College

(2) Southern University, Shreveport-Bossier
City Campus

The functions of the Coordinating Council, the State

Board of Education and the LSU Board of Supervisors

relative to higher education will be officially trans?

ferred to the Louisiana Board of Regents effective

January 1, 1974. (Act 712 of 1972; LRS 1733121-3134) #*
b. Special Schools

(1) Louisiana State School for the Blind

(2) Louisiana State School for the Deaf

(3) Louisiana State School for Spastic Children

(4) Northeast Cerebral Palsy School

(5) louisiana Sta;e School for Biind - Southern University

(6) Southern University System State School for the Deaf

*Bossier Parish Community College and St. Bernard Parish Community
College are administered by the respective parish school boards
under the jurisdiction of the State Board of Education.

**Pending decision of Louisiana Supreme éourt on the constitu~

tionality of this Act.

19
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Trade Schools

(1)

(2)

The currently existing statewide system of 31 area

trade and/or vocational-technical schools is uader

the <tate Board of Education.

Regional Concept of Vocational-Technical Education

in Louisianat

The 1973 Legislature, realizing the increasing demand
for vocational~-technical training, adopted two acts
which will revamp the entire system. The present school
system of thirty-one schools will be expanded to forty-
five facilities. This includes several new schools,
mexging of some, and relocating of others. fThese two
acts will make possible the facilities and equipn:nt
requirements for amodern and fully coordinated system
of post-secondary, vocational-technical education in
Ilouisiana under the authority of the state Board of
Education under the direction of the State Sﬁpetintendent
of Public Education. (Acts No. 208 and 209 of 1972;

LRS 17:1991-2003)

For each of the eight regions a regional center shall be
established which shall be the administrative unit for the

vocational-technical post-secondary regional institute,

* Pending long-range implementation.
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area and branch schools in the region.

The regional institute and the area and branch voca-
tional-technical schools will function under the regional
center which will provide administrative services and
general planning and leadership to assure that each
school provides quality education and functions as an

integral part of the system.

The system consists of eight regional institutes, 20
area schools, and 17 branch schools which would blanket
the state so completely that fewer than 5 percent of the

people would live as much as 25 miles from a school.

Most will live within 10 miles.

A regionai institute is to be located in the largest city
in each of the eight planning districts established by
the governor. Each institute is to offer a wide variety
of courses ranging from 30 to 75 to assure that the

youth of each region will be in close proximity to a
school large enough to permit them to match their talents
and interests with available training programs. Regional
institutes will provide both the vocational-technical
education offerings for the immediate area in which

they are located as well as the more technical and
sophisticated programs for their regions which smaller

schools of the region could not justify.

17
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Regional institutes should in all cases be independent
of and physically separated from college administra-
tions to assure consistency of training, administration
and objectives; to assure the widest possible visibility

in carrying out their leadership role.

The 20 area schools will extend the vocational~-technical
offerings to the middle-sized to large cormmunities,

and each will offer from 10 to 25 different programs.

The 17 branch schools are recommended to guarantee
that even in the rural, sparsely-sett.led or isolated
areas of the state, the people will be provided an
opportunity to receive vocational-technical education
without undue hardship. Such schools will normally

offer a range of four to eight different programs.

The enrollment area for each of the 45 schools is the
entire state -~ just as is.the case with the colleges
and universities -- and students from any area of the
state shall have equal priority to enroll. Each
school shall operate with an "open door" policy to
serve:
--adults, whether or not they are dropouts or hold
diplomas or degrees, so long as they have adequate

preparation, aptitudes and the interest to learn a

vocational or technical skill;
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-=- returning veterans, many of whom have no marketable
skills;

-=- high schooistudents who meet entrance requirements
and are serious about seeking skill training while
in high school.

When implemented the recommended systém will provide
for 23,000 students on a full-time equivalency basis
in addition to an cqually large number on an evening
or extension basis, as compared to little more than half
that many at present. It should be mentioned that if
"the new emphasis on career education is successful, then
an even larger increase in vocational-technical enroll=-
ment will result.

Region I

Institute

Delgado Vocational-Technical Junior College,
New Orleans

Area - New School, at or near Chalmette

New School, Westbank of the Mississippi
River, Jefferson Parish

Orleans Area Vocational-Technical School,
New Orleans

Jefferson Parish Vocational-Technical School,

Metairie
Branch - New School, at or near Port Sulphur
Region II
Institute - Baton Rouge Vocational-Technical School,
Baton Rouge or
New sSchool in West Baton Rouge Parish
Area - Hammond Area Vocational School, Hammond
Sullivan Vocational-~Technical Institute,
Bogalusa

..lidell Vocational~Technical School,
slidell
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Branch

Institute
Area

Branch

Institute

Area

Branch

Institute

Branch

Memorial Area Vocational School, New
Roads

Westside Vocational-Technical School,
Plaquemine

New School, Ascension Parish

Capitol Area Vocational School, Baton Rouge

New School, at or near Jackson

Florida Parishes Vocational School,
Greensburg

Region III

South louisiana Trade School, Houma
New School, at or near Thibodaux
New School, at or near LaPlace

New School, at or near Golden Meadow

Region IV

New School, at or near Lafayette, within
Lafayette Parish

Opelousas Area Trade School and T. H. Harris
Vocational-Technical School, Opelousas,
shall be merged

Teche Area Vocational-Technical Schi.ol, New
Iberia, within Iberia Parish, shall Le
relocated at a new sgite

Gulf Area Vocational-Technical School,
Abbeville

Southwest Louisiana Vocational-Technical
School, Crowley, shall be relocated at
a new site

Young Memorial Vocational-Technical School,
Morgan City

New Scnool, at or near Ville Platte

Evangeline Area Tri-Parish Vocational-Tech-
nical School, St. Martinville

Region V

Sowela Technical Institute, Lake Charles,
shall be relocated at another site

New School, at or near Oakdale

Jefferson Davic Vocational-Technical School,
Jennings

New School, at or near Cameron
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Region VI

Alexandria Trade School, Alexandria

New School, West louisiana Vocational-
Technical School, Fort Polk

Concordia Parish Trade School, Ferriday

Huey P. long Memorial Vocational School,
Winnfield

Avoyelles Vocational-Technical Institute,
Cottonport

Region VII

Shreveport-Bossier Vocational-Technical
Center, Shreveport

Northwest Louisiana Vocational-Technical
School, Minden

Central Area Trade School, Natchitoches,
and Natchitoches Trade School, shall
be merged

Sabine Valley Vocational-Technical school,
Many.

New School, at or near Mansfield

New School, at or near Ruston

"Region VIII

Delta Area Vocational School, Monore, and
Ouachita Valley Technical Institute, West
Monroe, shall be merged

Northeast Louisiana Vocational School,
wWinnsbero

New School, at or near Bastrop

North-Cantral Area Vocational-Technical
School, Farmerville

New School, at or near Tallulah

New School, at or near Lake Providence

The board ir authorized to purchase all lands, buildings, and

equipment ard make all repairs, constructions and improvements

needed by the colleges, special schools and trade schools. For

these purposes the board may incur debts and issue its notes,

bonds or certificates of indebtedness. (LRS 17:10 and 3081-90)

The board has the authority in the management and control of the
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institutions under its jurisdiction to appoint an executive committee
of two, in addition to the State Superintendent of Education who
serves as ex-officio member and chairman, for each institution.’
The members of this executive committee are not required to be
memhers of the Louisiana State Board of Education and shall
receive same compensation as board members. (LRS 17:1l1 and
3081-90)

The board submits to the legislature a budget of apprugriations
needed by the various state education institutions whose affairs
are administered by the board. This budget includes any minimum
appropriations required by the constitution and any additional
leaislative appropriation needed in the judgment of th: boaru.
(LRS 17:12 and 3081-90)

The board shall have tﬂe right to approve federal educational
or pilot programs prior to installation by parish and ciéy
school boards. (LRS 17:13.1)

The board supervises, directs and controls the enumeration

of all educable children in each parish each year on a
continuing basis. An educable is any child who has reached

his sixth birthday by January 1 and has not reached his
nineteenth birthday by January 2, that is, he is six to

eighteen years of age, both inclusive. (LRS 17:15, also

see Resolution of state Board relative to Continuing Census,

Circular No. 2216)
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The board is authorized to enforce the mandatory provision
requiring instruction on the Constitution of the United

States beginning with the eighth grade and continuing in all
the public schools, high schools, colleges, universities and
other educational institutions supported wholly or in part
with public funds. (LRS 17:261)

The board shall include in the curriculum of all grades of

all public schools of Louisiana a course of study on the

evil and injurious effects on the human system of the use

of alcohol and narcotics. Textbooks shall be selected in

the same manner as other textbooks ancC shall be complete and
exhaustive to make teaching effective. (LRS 17:262 and 265)
The board may at its discretion direct the State Superintendent
of Education to issue appropriate and necessary suggestions and
information to local superintendents anc tearhers in the public
schools for the teaching of kindness to dumb animals. (LRS 17:
266)

The board shall require, whenever practicable, that at least
one hour of instruction a week be given to the male students

in all grades higher than the eighth grade in the principles
and practice of military science and tactics, especially with
reference to the duties of a soldier and object of general
military interest. (LRS 17:267)

The board may establish and administer a selective service

obligation oricuntation program of noncredit instruction for
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male students in grades 9 through 12. (LRS 17:269)

The board shall require that the Declaration of Independence

of the United States uf America be made a required course in
all elementary schools throughout the étate. In addition,

the Federalist Papers shall be made a required course in all
the high schools throughout the state. (LRS 17:268)

The State Board of Education and the State Department of Educa-
tion shall establish and operate a Driver Education and Training
Program in each parish of this State for children of secondary
school age. The program shall consist of a course of not less
than six hours of actual driving experience and thirty hours

of classroom instruction...They shall prescribe such rules

and regulations as are negessary and proper for the condv:.t

)

and operation of the Driver Education and Training Program.

The State Board of Education shall approve operating procedures
defining the conduct and scope of the use of driving simulators

to be used in the program...The State Superintendent of Education
shall account for all funds provided for and expended under
authority of this section in a detailed statement submitted to the
next regular session of the legislature, and annually thereafter.
(LRS 17:270, added by Acts 1968, Né. 283, Section 1)

The state Board of Education and the State Department of Education

shall establish and operate a Driver Education and Training

Program in each parish of this State for adults. This program
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shall have :the same ends and purposes as the Driver Education

and Training Program for all children of secondary school age
established and operated by the State Board of Education and
the State Department of Fducation. The program shall consist
of a course of rot less than six hours of actual driving
experience and thirty hours of classroom instruction...They
shall establish and operate « driver improvement program fo£
the purpose of the rehahilitation of drivers. (LRS 17:271,
Acts 1968, No. 282, Sections 1-4)

The French language and the culture and history of French
populations in Louisiana and elsewhere in the Americas shall
be taught for a sequence of years in the public elementary and
high school systems of the state, in accordance with the
provisions set down in the law...The State

Board of Education, the State Superintendent of Education,
and all other public educational officials and administrators
are properly charged with the implementation of this Act.

(LRS 17:272, Acts 1968, No. 408, Sections 1-4, Amended by
Acts 1968, Extra Session, No. 21, Section 1)

The board may accept #nd direct the disbursement of funds
appropriated by any Act of Congress and any commodities
provided by any agency of the Federal government ..nd
apportioned to the state for use in connection with school
lunch and school mi'k programs. fThe board shall deposit

all such funds rece:ved from the Federal government in a
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special account with the treasurer of the state who shall
make disbursements upon the direction of the state Board

of Education. (LRS 17:193)

The board may enter into agreements with any agency of the
Federal government, with any school board, or with any other
agency or person. (LRS 17:194, See Acts 1964, No. 504 for
restrictions)

The board may prescribe regulations, employ personnel and
take other action it may deem necessary to provide for the
establishment, maintenance and expansion of any school lunch
program and to direct the disbursement of federal and state
funds in accordance with any applicable provisions of fedezal
or state law. However, no state funds shall be disbursed for
the support of any school lunch program which shall be used
by any private person, enterprise, concern or other entity
for profit, regardless of any authority in federal or state
law for contracting with such a private supplier or provider
of school lunch programs. (LRS 17:194, Amended by Acts 1970,
No. 612, Section 1)

The board may give technical advice and assistance to any
school board in connection with the establishment and op'ra-
tion of any school lunch program and may assist in training
personnel engaged in the operation of such program. (LRS

17:194)
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The board may accept any gift for use in connection with

" any school lunch program. (LRS 17:194)

The board shall prescribe regqulations for keeping of accounts
and records and the making of reports by or under the super-
vision of school boards. These accounts and records shall

at all times be available for inspection and audit by authorized
officials and shall be preserved for a period of time, not in
excess of five years, as the board may prescribe. (LRS 17:196)
The board shall prohibit "sex education" in the public schools,
(Act No. 53 of 1970) including tests, surveys or quizzes on
personal or family practices in sex, morality or religion.

(LRS 17:281)

The board and parish school boards are authorized and directed
to screen books, films and other similar materials and remove
those which are unwholesome, offensive and unacceptable. (LRS
17:355, Act No. 500 of 1970)

The board is authorized to sell at public auction any surplus
movable property belonging ﬁo the board . . . and to allow
employing of qualified, licensed auctioneers for said purpose.
(Act No. 423 of 1972)

The board shall have final authority concerning the issuance
of licenses for proprietary schools. (LRS 17:3121 through
17:3134 added by Act No. 311 of 1972)

The board shall provide additional training in state's

vocational~technical schools by means of Job Reserve Fund

27
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created within the Department of Education budget. (LRS

17:21 added by Act No. 548 of 1972)

The board shall implement Career Development Educational

Programs in the vocational-technical schools and penal

institutiﬁns of Louisiana. (Act No. 201 of 1972)

Any official, the head of any board, any commission or

agency of the State of Louisiana charged or assigned with

the duty and/or responsibility to collect, receive or disburse

state funds, excepting the governor, are required to furnish

immediately to members of the legislature any information
relating to the payment, allotment or ciisbursement of state
funds. Nothing herein shall affect the confidence of the

payment of state taxes. (Act No. 515 of 1972)

To accomplish the goals set forth, the board in cooperation

with other educational institutions and the department shall

implement career education by planning, executing and adminis-
tering plans for, but not limited to, the following:

l. The development of professional skills in career education
by preservice training of teachers and counselors and by
in-service training of teachers, counselors, administrators
and supportive service personnel for which the board may
utilize personnel and facilities of the institutions of
higher learning that are under its jurisdiction, and may
participate in cooperative programs for the same purpose

with other institutions of higher learning.
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2. Allocation of vocational-technical teachers throughout
.the various levels and throughout the system of career
education.
3. Writing or revising the handbook for school administration.
4, Printing 6f curricula and printing of guidelines therefor.
5. Highef levels of training for career students at the
institutions of highexr learning, including one- and two-year
certificate and @ssociate degree programs in technical and
paraprofessional fields of study.
kAdded by Acts 1973, No. 208, LRS 17:1993)
The State Board of Education shall designate and certify special
education centers, which may be located in state colleges and
universities, as competent authorities for the psychological
and educational diagnosis and evaluation of handicapped and
other exceptional children, and pupils may be assigned to such
special classes or facilities, or for special education or train-
ing, only upon the recommendation of said special education
centers or other competent authorities approved by the State
Board of Education. These special education centers may
contract with certified mental health centers and clinics or
with other certified persons or agencies which are approved
by the State Department of Education for the evaluation and

diagnosis of these exceptional and handicapped children.

An advisory committee composed of fifteen persons representing
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consumer groups, educators and the professionals involved
shall be appointed by the State Board of Education to study
and review the activities of the existing special education
centers to determine if they are performing satisfactorily
and to determine if there is evidence to justify the exten-
sion of contracts to parish and city school boards. (LRS
17:1950, amended by Acts 1964, No. 487, Section 1l; Acts
1972, No. 368, Section l; Acts 1972, No. 544, Section 1;

Acts 1973, No. 70, Section 1)
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STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC EDUCATION

The State Superintendent of Public Education

A.

B.

Qualifications of State Superintendent

l. He must be a citizen of Louisiana. (C VIII:13)
2. He must be a duly qualified elector of Louisiana. (C VIII:13)

Ex Officio Secretary of the Board;AElection; Terms; Salary

and Vacancy

l.A There shall be elected by the people at each succeeding
general election for a ter: of four years a State Super-
intendent of Public Education who shall be ex officio
secretary of the board. The annual salary of the State
Superintendent of Public Education is stipulated in the
constitution; however, the legislature can increase the
salary above the constitution limit by a two~thirds vote.
Beginning on July 1, 1969, the superintendent's salary was
designated by law to be $18,700 a year plus $7,829.69 or a
total of $26,529.69, which represented an amount equivalent
to the average percentage of adjustment in the annual
salaries of classified personnel under the Civil Service
System during the period from July 1, 1964 through June 30,
1968. (C XII:5, LRS 17:4, Amended Acts 1969, No. 11, Section
2)

2, 1f the office of State Superintendent of Public Education

becomes vacant by death, resignation or otherwise, the
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vacancy shall be filled by the State Board of Education.

(LRS 17:4)

Duties of the State Superintendent of Public Education

1.

2.

3.

4.

He shall serve as ex officio secretary of the State Board of
Education. (LRS 17:6)

He shall establish a State Department of Education with such
divisions and positions as he may deem necessary or appro-

priate. (LRS 17:6) °

He shall establish and maintain within the State Department
of Education a separate division of drug education to provide
a statewide Drug Education Program within the schools of the
state. (LRS 17:6.1, added by Act No. 178, 1972)
He shall select and employ the personnel in the State Depait-
ment of Education, and fix their salaries and define their
duties. (LRS 17:6)
He shall keep in close touch w.th all of the state education
institutions under the control of the State Board of Educa-
tion, and all of the public schools of theivarious parishes
with the view of seeing: “
a. That the physical plants of the scnools are adequate

and kept in the proper state of repair and sanitation
b. That the courses of study prescribed by the State

Board of Education are faithfully followed

c. That teachers meet the standards prescribed by the
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board
d. That classes are not overcrowded
e. That children are properly classified as to grades
f. That wise methods are used in the presentation of the
subject matter
g. That assistance is given local authorities, super-
intendents and teachers in all other ways possible to
secure the begt possible results from their efforts.
(LRS 17:13)
He shall have the right to approve federal educational or
pilot programs prior to installation by parish and city
school boards. (LRS 17:13.1)
He shall draw and transmit to the parish and city school
boards, during the current calendar or fiscal year, monthly
warrants on the state comptroller covering the amount of
the state public school fund to the extent of $7,500,000
due the parish or city school boards, on the basis that
the number of educable children between the ages of six
and eighteen years of age, both inclusive, in the respective
parishes, bears to the total number of such educable children
in the state, as pexr ‘he last census o0f educables; these
warrants shall be made payable to the treasurer of the
various parish and city school boards and transmitted to
them. (LRS 17:14)
He shall draw warrants on the state comptroller for the

distribution of the state equalization fund in the months
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of November, February and June, or oftener, at his option

(currently, monthly), subject to the controls and regula-

tions established by the State Board of Education and such

warrants, when presented to the state comptroller, shall be
acted upon and the state comptroller's warrant is issued

to the state treasurer for payment. (LRS 17:14)

NOTE: The office of state comptroller will be abolished

effective end of term 1976 by order of Act 690
of 1972 and his duties will be merged and con-
solidated into the Division of Administration.

8. He shall make an annual report to the governor and to the
members of the legislature on the condition and progress
made, and on possible improvements to be made in the
public schools and this report shall contain the
following:

a. A complete financial report on the receipts and
expenditures of the department and of the various
educational institutions under the supervision of
the State Board of Education

b. Data concerning faculty, enrollment, graduates,
courses of study and any other information required
to.show the condition, progress and needs of these
institutions

c. An abstract of the reports of the parish supei-

intendents to the state superintendent, as well as
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all other facts and statistics that are of interest

to the public schools. (LRS 17:16)
He shall cause to be printed a sufficient number of copies
of the annual report for distribution to the members of
the legislature, the state officials, parish school boards,
libraries and to the superintendents of schools of other
states and territories. (LRS 17:16)
He may require presidents of the stats: educational institu-
tions to furnish to the state superintendent of public
education not later than August 15 of each year such annual
reports as are needed. (LRS 17:16)
He‘;hall file, each year separately, all papers, reports
and public documents transmitted to him by the boards and
officers whose duty it is to repo}t to him, and hold these
materials in readiness to be examined by the governor when-
ever he sees proper, by any committee appointed by the
legislature or by any interested citizen. (LRS 17:17)
He shall keep a record of all matters appertaining to his
office. (LRS 17:17)
He shall in all cases receive and admit in lieu of the
origirials, certified copies of records and papers and is
autiorized to make copies, when requested by any person,
of any papers deposited or filed in his office, or of any

act or decision made by him or the State Board of Education

and certify the same. (LRS 17:18)
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He shall report to the State Board of Education all
irregularities on the part of any parish or city school
board, or parish or city superintendent, whenever it may
come to his knowledge, (LRS 17:19)

He shall hold annually such conventions of school officials,
superintendents and teachers as he may deem necessary for
the promotion and advancement of the public school interests.
(LRS 17:19)

He is authorized by law to call upon the attorney general
of the state for legal advice regarding any controversy or
dispute affecting such officers or boards ;state super- |
intendent, state board, parish school boa;ds). relating to
their respective rights or duties or affecting the schocls
under their charge, or any of them. (LRS 17:20)

He shall, whenever required, give advice, explanations,
instructions or information to the school board members
and superintendénts and to citizens relative to the

public school law, the duties of the public schanl
officers, the rights and duties of parerts, guardiaas,
pupils, and all other officers, the manageiient of ci.
schools and all other questions calculated to promet .

the cause of education, (LRS 17:20)

He shall appoint or designate members of the Department

nf Education whose primary responsibility shall !e to

supervise and enforce the provisions of compulsory acheool

40




-

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

attendance and who shall serve as state director and
assistant state director of child welfare and attendance.
(LRS 17:227)*

19. He is authorized to prescribe the duties of the state
directors and assistant state directors of child welfare
and attendance, and to make such rules and requlations for
the performance of such duties not inconsistent with law.
(LRS 17:227)*

20. He shall instruct and require the various school boards
and parish superinﬁendents to establish and maintain in
all grades of the public schools of their respective
parishes, such courses of study of the evil effects of

alcohol and narcotics and their injurious effects on the

human system as may be required by the State Board of
Education. (LRS 17:263)

2l. He, along with other public school system authorities,
state and local, shall be responsible for offering the
best available for educational, learning and training

facilities, services, classes axd opportunities to all

*In order to eliminate duplication of effortf at its meeting

of August 16, 1973, the State Board of Education revised its
requlations for maintaining the statewide census of educables.
The director of school finance.and statistics has been appointed

to collect and compile the annual dropout report.
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children of school age within their respective bouadaries.

This includes &ll children of school age whether normal,
exceptional, crippled or otherwise either mentally or
physically handicapped, and whatever may be the degree of

that handicap.

Physically handicapped, mentally handicapped, and other
exceptional children include slow learners, educable, and
trainable mentally retarded; deaf and hard of hearing; speech
impaired; blind and/or partially sighted; emotionally disburbed;
cerebral palsied; gifted; children with learning disabilities,
crippled, and other health impaired children who by reason
thareof require or need special educational and/or training
garvices, facilities and opportunities. Trainable mental.y

retarded shall include children down to twenty-five I.Q.

Children who have been identified and are eligible for services

in the categories described in the preceding paragraph shall be
not less than three years of age nor more than twenty-one years

of age, subject to the rules and regulations of the State Board
of Education concerning the age groups of children who may be
reasonably taught or trained together. No child shall be excluded
from normal classes because of menta. or physical disabiiity or
handicap until his condition has been diagnosed and he has been
recommended for available special education classes by one of the
special education centers located in the state colleges and

universities or by other competent authorities designated by the
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State Department of Education, pursuant to the rules and

requlations of the State Board of Education. (LRS 17:1941-52

Amended by Acts 1964, No. 487; Acts 1972, No. 368)

He shall serve on the following boards or in che following

capacities:

a. Board of Administrators of the Tulane Education Fund
(Acts 1884, No. 43)

b. Louisiana Teachers' Retirement Board of Trustees
(LRS 17:652)

c. Louisiana State School Lunch Employees' Retirement Board
of Trustees (LRS 17:1271)

d. Louisiana Stonewall Jackson Memorial Board (Acts 1956,
No. 459)

e, Secretary-Treasurer of the T. H. Harris Scholarship
Foundation (LRS 17:178l)

f. Louisiana Teachers' Association Executive Council (By
virtue of Constitution of LTA)

g. Louisiana Art Commission (LRS 25:301)

h. Executive Secretary of the State Commission of Higher
Education Facilities Act of 1963 (LRS 17:1793)*

i. Ex officio member of the Louisiana Educational Television
Authority (LRS 17:2501-2506, added by Acts 1971, No. 13)

He shall designate a staff member to serve as executive secretary

of the advisory commission on proprietary schools and to receive

*Executive Order N--. 47, effective September 1, 1973, transferred
this commission's functions, duties and staff to the Louisiana
Coordinating Council for Higher Education.
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all applications for licenses for proprietary schools. The
superintendent shall receive commission recommendations and

submit them to the state board. (LRS 17:3141.1 through

17:3141.14, added by Acts 1972, No. 311 and redesignated on
authority of LRS 24:253)

He shall provide for continuing in-serviée training and educational
programs for'nonelective officials and employees of the State
Department of Education. (LRS 42:1260 through 42:1264, added by
Acts 1972, No. 400)

He shall be responsible for a master education plan for the state,
exclusive of higher education, to be prepared by the State
Education Study Commission created in the Department of Education.
(Acts 1972; No. 536) No special funds appropriated for this
purpose.

As head of state agency, he shall abide by the statute that provides
that all state agencies, departments and political subdivisions are
required to pay all obligations arising under public contracts when
the obligations become due and payable. (LRS 38:2191, added by
Acts 1972, No. 508)

Any official, the head of any board, any commission or agency of
the State of Louisiana charged or assigned with the dutv and/or
responsibility to collect receive or disburse state tunds, except-
ing the governor, are required to furnish immediately to members

of the legislature any information relating to the payment, allot-
ment or disbursement of state funds. Nothing herein shall affect

the confidence of the payment of state taxes. (Acts 1972, No. 515)
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28. The superintendent as head of the department of education
shall plan, develop and provide a coordinated, comprehensive
program of career education. (17:1922 et seq., added by Acts
1973, No. 208)

29. 1In cooperation with the board and other edumational institutions,
he shall implement career education by planning, executing and
administering plans for, but not limited to, the following:

l. The development of professional skills in career education
by preservice training of teachers and counselors and by
in-service training of teachers, counselors, administrators
and supportive service personnel for which the board may
utilize personnel and facilities of the institutions of
higher learning that are under its jurisdiction, and may
participate in rooperative programs for the same purpose
with other institutions of higher learning.

2. Allocation of vocational-technical teachers throughout the
various levels and throughout the system of career education.

3. Writing or revising the handbook for school administration.

4. Printing of curricéla and printing of guidelines therefor.

5. Higher levels of training for career students at the institu~
tions of higher learning, including one-~ and two-year certificate
and associate degree programs in technical and paraprofessional

fields of study. (Added by Acts 1973, No. 208, LRS 17:1993)
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The State Department of Education

A.

B.

c.

Organization and Establishment

1.

The state superintendent of public education as the executive
officer of the board shall establish a state department of
education viith such divisions and positions as he may deem
necessary or appropriate. (LRS 17:6)

For current organization of the State Department of Education,

see organizational chart on page 8.

Selection and Employment of Professional Personnel in the State

Department of Education

1.

The state superintendent of education shall select and employ
the professional personnel in the Department of Education;
however, this provision does not apply to personnel eﬁployed
in the department who are in the classified service under

the applicable civil service regulations of the state.

(LRS 17:6)

Office Space, Equipment and Expenses of the Office of the State

Superintendent gg.Education and the Department gg.Education

1.

The legislature shall provide in the state capitol* the

necessary offices for and all equipment n~eded by the

*The education building is an entity in the capitol complex

plan.
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superintendent of education.

2. It shall also make provision for postage, stationery and
the other necessary expenses of the office, the cost of
which must be within the limits of an appropriation made
for that purpose. (LRS 17:6)

Salaries of Professional Personnel

1. The state superintendent of education shali fix ﬁhe salaries
of the professional personnel in the Department of Education.

2. The salarie: and expenses of such employees shall be paid
from the appropriations made by the legislature and from such
other sources as may be available. (LRS 17:6)

Duties of Professional Personnel in the State Department of

Education

1. The state superintendent of education shall define- the duties
of the professional personnel in the State Department of Educa-
tion. (LRS 17:6) )

2. The various employees in the State Department of Education
shall be under the immediate direction and control of the
state superintendent of education, and they shall make such
verbal and written reports to him as he may require in the

prosecution of the work of inspection and supervision of the

public schools. (LRS 17:13)
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GuIDING PRINCIPLES FOR DETERMINING THE FUNCTIONS AND
SErVICES OF STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Functions of the louisiana State Department of Education may be defined
as the department's broad and comprehensive responsibilities. Services
are the acts performed by the department to discharge the duties imposed
by these functions and are many. Generally, the functions of the State
Deﬁartment of Education may be classified into three major categories:

A. leadership

B. Regqulatory

C. Operational

A. Leadership Functions

leadership may be definel as the interplay among persons which gives
common direction to their efforts through leaders. Leadership functioi. :
constitute the major responsibility of the State Department of Educa-
tion. Improvement of state education programs and communities

is the outcome of effective leadership services to the various parish
and city school boards, colleges and universities, special schools,
trade and vocational-technical schools, the legislature, various

organizations and to the people of the state.

Some important leadership functions of the State Department of Educa-

tion are:

1. Planning - The development of plans for each of the major areas
¢f service and a comprehensive plan for the state program of

education is a continuous and highly significant activity.
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2. Advisory - In all areas of the state's program of education,
consultative service and advice are essential to continuing
improvement.

3. Coordination - As a means of promoting unity and eficouraging

proper balance in education, coordination of all educational

efforts within the state's jurisdiction is essential.

4. Research - étudies for the formulatiun of policy and the
evaluation of proérams are basic to long-range educational
Planning and the continuing improvement of education.

5. Public relations - This includes providing the public with
.information on education needs and pProgress, and encouraging
public participation in the formulation of educational policy.

6. In-service education - This includes providing opportunities,
facilities and personnel for the continued growth of all
persons in the state who are engaged in eduéational work.

Regulatory Functions

Regulatory functions are a direct consequence of gtate authority
and responsibility for education. Regulatory functions are limited
to those enumerated or authori.zed by statutes. These standards may
have the force of law. fThe establishment of standards and the
accompanying power to enforce compliance are usually referred to as
regulatory functions.

Operational Functions

The State Department of Education operates certain classes or programs

of direct service to individuals Or groups. These direct operational
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functions are.quite different in character from leadership and

requlatory functions. When exercising the operational function,

the State Department of Education is the agency charged with

operating the class or program whereas in exercising leadership
or regulatory functions, the department decals with another agency
which is charged with the operation of the program. The State
Department of Education is the logical unit for the operation of

certain types of educational programs.
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SCHOOL BARDS I LOUISIA'IA

There are 66 parish and city school boards in Iouisiana. The legislature
is authorized by the constitution to create parish and city school boards
whose members usually represent wards or districts. Each parish (county)
has a school board to provide educational services within the 64 parishes
of the state. In the two cities of Monroe in Ouachita Parish and Bogalusa
in Washington Parish, a separate city school board performs these functions,
having the same status as a puarish school board. Therefore, there are 66
basic (local) school administrative units in Louisiana. A parish (county)
unit system, according to school ;uthorities, is more conducive to economic

and efficient administration.

Act No. 562 of 1966 proposed a constitutional amendment which was approved
by the electorate on November 8, 1966, which consolidated the Calcasieu

Parish and City of Lake Charles School Systems effective July 1, 1967.

Parish and city school boards were authorized to effect reapportionment
based on the 1970 federal census or a special census made for such
purpose to make representation equal as to number of electors represented
by each member to be elected in 1972. Each school board is authorized to
again reapportion itself every ten-year decennial after the 1970 census
(1980) and such reapportionment shall be effective in time for the elec-
tions in the second year thereafter (1982). They shall reapportion no

oftener than every ten years.

In compliance with Act 319 of 1970, each of the school boards reestablished
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itself with not less than five (for Jefferson Parish, not less than
seven) nor more than fifteen members, or the number then authorized for
that school board, whichever was the greater. In the event of changes,

the proposition of size may be presented to the people.’

As a result of this reapportionment, each school boari member is elected
for a term of « years (except in Jefferson Parish and the City of
Bogalusa where the term of office is four years). The specific six-year
term of each member is so arranged that approximately one-third of the
members shall stand for election every two years at the same time and in
the same election as members of the U.S. Congress (except in Jefferson
Parish where, since 1970, one-half of the members are elected every

two years). Terms are generally staggered to provide for a continua-
‘tion of experienced personnel in office. In the event of an increasc in
membership the new member shall be appointed by the governor until the
successors have qualified and are elected at the next general election.
(LRS 17:52) (LRS 17:60.2 and 17:71.1-6, amended by Acts 1970, Nos. 319

and 485, general references to three preceding paragraphs)

In addition to being citizens of the state and qualified electors (registered
voters) of the district, parish, municipality, area or ward, school board
members shall be able to read and /rite. A school board member must be a
bona fide resident of the area represented. Temporary absence while

following employment is not a bar to membership.

48




BEST COPY AVAILABLE

ALl vacancivs in the membership of parish or city school boards
caused by death, resignation or otherwise, shall be filled by
appointment by the governor wnere less than a year remains of the
tere, ard where more than a year remains the governor shall appoint
someene to the vacancy until au election is held at the regular time
for electing viher s ol hoard members. Such appointments shall be
made. from a list o* three names .ubmitted to the governor by the .
remaiaing weerbers of the boursd. A school board member submits his
reslgnation tu the governor ard unti! the governor accepts same there
is ne veran:y. The proesident of the board may vote again to break a
tie vote on such list. If there is no president and a tie vote has
resulted, 1ll names are submitted. &croo) heard members may be removed
by a recall election. At least twenty-five percent of the registered
. voters ot an area or ward must petition the governor to call a recall
election at which voters cast ballots for the recall or against the
recall. TIf the vesult is for recall, the governor is authorized to
fill the vacancy. 1f school noard members only are on the ballot, the

school hoard must pay the cost of election.

sehoool board members must not violate the dual office holding provisions
of Section 4 of Article XIX of the constitution. Certain exceptions -
are provided and each case should he individually checked to determine

if there is a ennflict.

Schoaol board membe-rs take 4 lov,.': - cath or affirmation which must be filed

with the ~lers of court and the < otary of State.
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School board members receive not less than $40 nor more than $50 per

diem while attending meetings of the board plus 10 cents per mile in
traveling to and from school board meetings or a total compensation

of $200 per montli, in lieu of such per diem and travel. Each board

must vote to approve the $10 increase in per diem authorizqd by the 1967
legislature. The three members of the executive committee receive the
same per diem and traveling expenses for not more than one meeting in

a calendar month provided committee meetings are not held on the same
day as school board meetings. In parishes with 15 or more members, the
executive committee may consist of four members (See Acts 1970, No. 343).
Besides the same compensation as other board menbers, the president may
receive, at the discretion of the board, one day's per diem per month for
discharging the duties of his office as president provided such day does
not fall on the day of an executive committee or school board meeting.
(LRS 17:56) The members of the Orleans Parish School Board shall serve

without compensation.

In East Baton Rouge Parish all committee members may be paid $40 per diem

according to Acts 1971, No. 57.

The members of the St. Tammany Parish School Board, notwithstanding any
other provisions of law to the contrary, shall receive the saﬁe remuneration
as is now or may be herealter provided by law for members of parish school
boards for attendance at all meetings of said board and also for attendance
at all meetings of committees on which they serve as members, not to exceed

fifty days in any calendar vyear. (LRS 17:56.1 added by Acts 1972, No. 511)

All school boards authorize school board members or represent tives
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ot the membership to attend state and national school boards association
conventions annually. The traveling expenses may be set by the board

for travel outside the parish or city.

School boards are required by law to hcld four regular meetings, one

each in the first week of January, April, July and October. Special
meetings may be held as required (LRS 17:81). The Jefferson (LRS 17:60.1)
and Orleans Parish School Boards shall hold modthly meetings and sp;cial

Mewtings as required.  (LRS 17 121)

School boards control tae affairs of tlie 66 basic administrative units
having an average area of approximately 724 square miles. The average
area of nasic administrative units in the United States is 101 square

miles, ranging from 13 square miles in New Jersey to 9,036 square

mides in Alaska.

The parish and city school boards are constituted bodies corporate with
the power to sue and be sued under the name and style (name of parish)
Farish School Board. Citation shall be served on the president of

the board and in his absence on the vice-president. School boards are
prubli~ corporations vwhose functions are performed solely for public
berefit. 3chool boards are state agencies and are considered as local
subdivisions of the state. Scthool boards as bodies corporate are part

of one educational system under the general contrnl and supervision

of the State board of Eduration.
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SOME OF THE RESPONSIBILITIES, POVERS A'D DUTIES
OF PARISH SCHOOL BOARDS Il LOUISIANA

Oraanize - elect a president and vice-president and £ix +heir terms

of office not to exceed 6 years. ' (LRS 17:54 amended by Act No. 437

of 1972)

Enforce courses of study, rules, bylaws and regulations of the State
Board of Education. (LRS 17:7)

The general exercises in the public schools shall be conducted in the
English lanquage. (C XII:12) PFundamental branches of study, including
instruction on the constitutional system of the State and National
Goveruments8 and the duties of citizenship shall be taught in the elemen-
tary schools. (C XIl:3)

Enjoy corporate status with power to sue and be sued. (LRS 17:51)
Appoint executive committee of three members and delegate duties to it.
For school boards of 15 or more members, committee may consist of four
members. (LRS 17:55 amended by Acts 1970, No. 343)

Elect a parish superintendent, having such qualifications as may Se
fixed by the State Board of Educatior. for a period not to exceed four
years and prescribe his duties and salary. (LRS 17:54 amended by

Acts 1972, No. 437) )

Determine number and location of schools. (LRS 17:81)

Select teachers from nominations of superintendent or by maisrity vote
of the entire membership of the board. (LRS 17:81)

See _‘hat provisions of the state school laws are complied with. (LRS
17:81)

Make rules and regulations for its own government no' in-mn~ietant sl
law or regqulations of the &t Roord. (20 ' 7i-i)

5¢
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Fix time and place of regular meetings, and in event of deviations
or if special meaetings are rquired, to give advance public notice.
(LRS 42:7andB amended and 42:9 added by Acts 1972, No. 699)

Set dates for meetings - regular and special. (LRS 17:81)

Exercise proper vigilance in securing school funds. (LRS 17:81)
Receive tand by purchase or donation. (LRS 17:81)

Coistreot school buildings and tacilities and provide furniture,

-equipment and apparatus. (LR3 17:81)

Recover for damage to their progerty. (LRS 17:81)

Change location of school house, sell or dispose of old site and
provide new site. (LRS 17:81)

Establish public schools to provide adequate school fac{lities, trade
echools, evening schonls, schools for adults, schools and classes for
»ceptional children and such others as may be necessary. (LRS 17:151)
«zwlish the policy for age of children entering regular public school
and kindergarten. Children attaining the age of six within four months
after the beginning of any public school term or session may enter
public schools at the beginning of the school term nr session, and
kindergartens may be authorized for children, between the ages of four
and six years, provided that in any parish or municipality the School
Board may establish the policy that only children attaining the age of
five on or before December 31 may enter kindergarten at the beginning
of the term or sessionl and only those attaining the age of six on o
before December 31 may enter regular public school at the beginning

of the term or session. (C XIl:l, as amended Acts 1958, No. 557,

adopted Nov. 4, 1958; Acts 1962, No. 546, adopted Nov. 6, 1v62)
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Pay all obligations arising under public contracts when they become
due and payable. (LRS 38:2191 added by Acts 1972, No. 508)

Conduct teacher institutes. (LRS 17:85)

Adopt a budget of expected revenues and probable expesditures.

(LRS 17:88)

Submit budgets, regular and amended, to the State Superintendent of
Public Education formerly submitted to State Budget Committee which
has been abolished. (LRS 17:88 amended by Acts 1972, No. 693)

Revise the budget as required by State Budget Committee. (LRS 17:88)
Take a school census as required by State Board of Education. (LRS
17:15)

Provide transportation for children attending any school of suitable
grade, approved by the State Board and living more than one mile from
such school. (LRS 17:158 amended by Acts 1969, No. 143)

Provide for tenure and removal of bus drivers. (LRS 17:491-4 amanded
by Acts 1970, No. 494)

Purchase school bus equipment. (LRS 17:164 and 158.1)

Rent or lease l6th section lands. (LRS 17:87)

Create séhool districts, hold elections and issue bonds. (LRS 17:1371~
1378)

Pay assessor and tax collector fees and purchase equipment. (LRS
33:47 and LRS 47:1906 and 1992)

Operate on a fiscal year basis, July 1 - June 30. (LRS 17:89)

Appoint assistant superintendent, supervisors, stenographers, etc., as
may be needed for the proper and efficient conduct of the schools, fix
their salaries and prescribe their duties. (LRS 17:84 amended by Acts

1972, No. 67 and 84:01)
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Designate location of office of parish superintendent. (LRS 17:90)
Select official jéurnal. (LRS 43:141)

Provide for teacher tenure and removals. (LRS 17:441-445)
Recommend continued operation of schools having ADA below 10.

(LRS 17:152)

Enforce compulsory school attendance law. (LRS 17:221-37)
Authorize maternity leaves. (LRS 17:1211-3)

Secure approvel of State Bond aid Tax Board for borrowing money,
issuing bonds, etc. (LR3 47:1303)

Grant sick leave. (LRS 17:1201-7)

"Levy five mill constitutional tax, or as much thereof as may be

necessary. (C X1I1:15)

Contribute to Parish School Loan Fund. (LRS 17:1752-60)

Furnish immediately to members of legislature any information relating
to payment, allotment or disbursement of state taxes. (Acts 1972,

No. 515)

Grant military leaves with tenure protected. (LRS 17:1215-7)

Grant sabbatical leaves. (LR3 17:1171-85)

Main.ain records under Public Records Act, (LRS 44:1)

Consult district attorney as legal advisor. (LRS 16:2 and 42:261B)
Grant leaves without pay. (LRS 17:1186)

Offer and administer Selective Service Obligation Orientation Program
of noncredit instruction for male students in grades 9-12. (LRS 17:269
added by Acts 1964, No. 44)

Reemploy persons called to duty in state military service during times

of emergency and protect tenure, salary and other benafits. (LRS 17:

1215-7)
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52. Furnish safety goggles to students operating devices hazardous to

eyes, .0 17:¢114)

S+ invest surplus funds in government obligations anf time certificates
of deposit of banks. (LRS 17:99)

54, Contract with State Collector of Revenue to collect sales tax levied
on motor vehicles. (LRS 33:2737)

55, Purchase private services for special education and training of
physically and/or mentally handicapped or exceptional children.

(LRS 17:1941~-1952)

56, Maintain minimum salary schedules for teachers and special employees
in force in 1968-69 in effect until Act No. 397 of 1968 is fully
implemented. (LRS 17:421, 496-7)*

57, Pay election costs if only school board candidates oa election ballot.
(LRS 18:1195E)

58. Provide gravel or funds to local governing auihority for graveling
of school bus turnarounds. (LRS 17:158)

59. Remit monthly to Teachers' Retirement System employer's contributions
as provided for in 17:702 and 703. (Added by Acts 1972, No. 112)

60. Add 13th and 1l4th grades to school system upon approval of State Board
of Education and Coordinating Council of Higher Education. (LRS 17:
151.1)

61. Seccure approval of State Board of Education 4s to the purpose for which
nonlocal funds or grants are accepted for any new curricular or pilot

program. (Acts 1970, No. 497 - LRS 17:81.2)

*See Act 14 of Extra Session, 1973 Legislature, which implemented a 5.5%
cost-of-living increase for public school teachoers.
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sell unused school lands at public auction or by sealed bids to the
highest bidder. (LRSS 41:891-892 amended by Acts 1972, No. 291)
Authorized to enter intu voluntary compacts with other parish school
boards so as to provide multiparish educational programs, not to extend
to compacts for operation of 13th and 14th grades. (17:100.2 and
17:100.3 added b+ Acts 1972, No. 334)

Enforce imminization or receive evidence of the same for children
entering public school for the first time, including immunization
sgainst diphtharia, tetanus, whooping cough, poliomyelitis and measles.
(17:170, Section ~ amended by Acts 1972, No. 322)

“nloree immunization for meniscocytosis, commonly known as sickle

cell anemia (unless parents object), and a tuberculin test for each
school child cntering a school for the first time and each student
entering a senior high school, or require certification of the same.
(17:170, Subsections B and C amended by Acts 1972, No.88)

Purchase and maintain a policy or policies of insurance issued to the
board as policy holder, the cost of such policy to be paid out of

the athletic fund derived by each school from its gate receipts for
athletic events or fror other funds available to the school board for
payment of a portion of such cost and to cover every student who is a

memver of a regularly sponsored team. (17:169 amended by aActs 1973,

No. 122)
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QOS™  PARISH OR CITY SUPERINTEMDENTS OF SCHOOLS

st

The parish or city superintendent of schools is a constitutional
officer. The legislature is empowered uﬁder the provisions of Section
10 of Article XII to provide for the creatiop and election of parish
school boards which shall elect parish superintendenté. The State Board
of Education shall fix the Qualifications and prescribe the duties of
the parish superintendent (C XII:10) who need not be a qualified elector
or resident of the parish which he is to serve.

The parish or city school board elects a parish or city superinten-
‘Sznt for a period not to exceed four years. Under the constitutional
ameNdment 39nsolidating the Calcasieu Parish and City of Lake Charles School
Systems, the term of the Calcasieu Parish superintendent was fixed at four
years commencing July 1, 1967. If a vacancy oceurs during a four-year
cycle by death or resignation a new superintendent is elected for the remain-
der of the term. The board may designate an acting superintendent to fill
a vacancy or to perfr- .2 duties of a superintendent who is temporarily
unable to do so.

The superintendeht is usually elected in January prior to the beginning
of the next term. This is a discretionary matter for the board to determine.

This is done at that time in order to permit the incumbent superintendent to

seek other employment if he is not to be retained and to allow thc naw

superintendent to begin plans for his superintendency. There is no law stating

definitively when a superintendent must be elected; however, a superintendent
is not usually elected before the newly elected members of the board qualify
following their election in the congressional election, immediately preceding

the beginning of a four-year cycle.
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The election of a superintendent by secret ballot would be invalid inas-
much as the constitution requires that election by persons voting in repri-sen-
tative capacity must be by viva-voce vote. Also, a school board member may
not vote by proxy.

'he superintendent must devote his entire time to the office of superin-
tendent of schools. He cannot hold another position under the Dual Office
Holding Act. If at any time a superintendent shall be found incompetent,
tneificiert or unworthy, he chall be removable for such cause by a majority
o of che membership of the board at any regular meeting or at any special
meeting after due notice and must be granted a iiearing, also after due notice.
He canmet be removed by judgment of court; only by vote of the school board.

The .aperintendent loes not attain tenure in his position.

T board tixes the salary of the superintendent and may provide him with
11 expense allowance and/or an automobile. In the event of a superintendent's
death :luring a given month, his estate is usually paid until the end of the month
He ranrot be paid an additional salary as ex officio secretary-treasurer of the
schuol board after he has received his salary as superintendent of schools.

Th. superintendent of schools is a public officer and must take the oath
of Uriiﬁc.ds provided in the constitution, Article XIX, Section 1. This oath
way el taben and filed with the clerk of court and the secretary of state upon
reeicction or upon first assuming office. The superintendegt must also post a
bond, paval lc to the governor of the state, in an amount specified by aﬁd paid
for by the Loard. This bond may be cdncelled after legislative audit.

A superintendent cannot be elected for a term beyond mandatory retirement
age of 68. He is entitled to wilitary leave, leave without pay, sick legve and

sabbatical Jeave.

:
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A FFW O lrbk LMEOWIANT DUTIES OF THE PARISH OR CITY SUPERINTENDENT FOLLOW:
The superintendent shall enforce the uniform use of courses of study, rules,
pylaws and regulations of the State Board of Education, including free
textbooks. (LRS 17:7)

The superintendent must file reports requested by State Board of Education.
(LRS 17:9)

The superintendent must file affidavit as to correctness and reliability of
school census. (LRS 17:15)

The superintendent makes nomination of teachers to the school board for final
selection by the board. The endorsement of the superintendent is not néces-.
sary when a majority of the full membership of the board wishes to select

a teacher. (LRS 17:81)

The superintendent, as secretary of the board, shall keep a record of all
transactions and proceedings of the board. (LRS 17:81) Tﬁis does not apply
to Orleans Parish which employs a secretary who is not a member of the board.
(LRS 17:91)

The superintendent signs contracts with teachers. (LRS 17:83)

The superintendent prepares a budget of expected revenues and probable expen-
ditures for adoption by the school board on or prior to the first Tuesday of
Auvgust of each year. He shall not pay any item ot included in the dudget nor
shall he expend more than available without making himself and his surety
liable. (LRS 17:88)

The superintendent also renders himself liable to a fine of from $250 to
$1,000 and removal from office for overspending the budget. (LRS 17:89)

The superintendent shall maintain his office in the parish at a point desig-
nated by the board. The office shall be kept open during the usual office
hours. (LRS 17:90)
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The superintendent shall visit as often as possible each school to promnte

the cause of public education. (LRS 17:91)

The superintendent shall make a quarterly report to the school board which
shall be published with the minutes. (LRS 17:91)

The superintendent shall m. .e an annual report to the State Board of Education
by August 15th of each year. If he fails to do so the State Board may send an
auditor in to make the report and his fee is paid out of the superintendent's
salary. (LRS 17:92)

The superintendent shall keep a record of all bus! ‘3 transacted by him and
furnish information requested. (LRS 17:93)

The superintendent may administer oaths required of any public school official
or person required to make oath in a manner thereto, except to qualify school
board members. (LRS 17:94)

The superintendent is ex officio treasurer of the school board and shall
deposit funds in banks selected by the school board according to law. (LRS
17:95 and 123)

The superintendent as treasurer and custodian of funds of the board shall
demand these funds of his predecessor in office. (LRS 17:96)

The superintendent as the treasurer of the school board shall sign all checks
unless the board authorizes another official to do so and must retain cancell
checks as vouchers. (LRS 17:97)

The superintendent issues permits for students to attend school in adjoining
parishes or cities upon approval of the superintendent of the system in which-
the schools are located. (LRS 17:155)

The superintendent decides, subject to the authority of the school board,

whether a child may continue in school upon failure to furnish a birth

certificate. (LRS 17:167 and 222)
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20. The superintendent approve filindg of proceedings in court to enforce
com-ulsory school attendance. (LRS 17:221)

21. The superintendent shall nominate visiting teachers for appcintment.

(LRS 17:229)

22. The superintendent may be removed from office for refusal, failure, or
neglect to provide instruction in the use and evil effects of alcohol and
narcotics. (LRS 17:264)

23. The superintendent shall determine, before contracting with a teacher, that
the teacher holds a certificate issued by the State Board of Education. .
(LRS 17:413)

24. The superintendent makes decisions in cases of suspension ol pupils and
his decision is final; however, he may remit any portion of the time of
suspension.. (LRS 17:223 and 416)

25. fThe superintendent shall withhold the salary of any teacher who fails to
enforce courses of study and regulations pursuant to law. (LRS 17:417)

26. The superintendent must submit written recommendation accompanied by valid
reassrs therefor to effect dismissal of probationari teacher or school bus
operator. (LRS 17:442 and 492)

2". The sucerintendent may employ retired schoccli teachers for up to ninety days
in a consecutive two-year period as substitute teachers if they bave not
reached seventy years of age and if no regularly qualified person is avaiiublc
for employment. (LRS 17:577)

28. The superintendent shall deduct the employee's portion of teacher retire-
ment, school employees' retirement and school lunch employees' retiremei.c
agniced oy law. (LRS 17:702, 992 and 1302)

29. The superintendent shall furnish forms to teachers on which applications fcr
sabbatical leave may be made and receive same for action by parish school

‘oard. (LRS 17:11/2}
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The superintendent serves as secretary-treasurer of the Parish School Loan

Fund’ Committee, (LRS 17:1752)

The supcrintendent shall submit applications for reimbursement for special
education classes. (LRS 17:1941-52 amended by Acts 1972, No. 368)

The superintendent shall see that the sight and hearing of each pupil is
tested during the month of September or diring the first month of school or
within thirty days after admission of any pupils entering school late in the
session. (LRS 17:2112)

fhe supcerintendent shall see that any student who uses a device dangerous

©r hazurdous to the eyes during the course of his studies shall be furnished

with and shall wear safety or protective glasses or goggles made of a materia
suitable to protect the eyes from such hazards; e.g., welding equipment, acid
abrasives, and other dangerous devices.

The superintendent shall see that fitting and appropriate public exercises
ar2 held in connection with observanceﬁof Christopher Columbus Day, changgd
to rhe second Monday in October by Acts 1972, No. 640.

Th~ superintendent shall issu2 work permits as required by law. (LRS 23:183)
The superintendent shall request approval of the State Board of Education an
the stute superintendent of public education prior £o installation of any
feder | educational or pilot osrogram. (LRS 17:13.1)

The superintendent shall cooperate in the plan for development of the career
ediuzalion concept mandated by the legislature and implemented by the state

board and state department., (LRS 17:1991-2003 amended by Acts 1973, No. 208)




