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SECTION I

INTRODUCTION ,4

:n the fall of 1972-73 the Superintendent requested that the Department

of :esearch and ":valuation begin collecting data relative to Mexican American

students. It was understood that the data collection would be responsive to

questions posed by members of the Mexican American community.

Procedures

7arious sources were used to identify the proper questions with which

the study should deal. TWo papers developed by the FWISD Mexican American

Human Relations :2ommittee were available.

:ndividuals involved in the identification of problem areas included the

followint;:

1) Mr. Rufino Mendoza

2) Mrs. Mary Lou Lopez

3) 'Jr. Fddie Herrera

4' Mr. James Lehmann

Paul c;eisel

Yendoza, Lopez, and Mr. Herrera met with the Director of

")esearc and -valuation at the Wesley Community Center for one discussion

lf special problems faced by exican American students in public 'chool

systemn. "r. John Ayala and Agapito Zamarripa were also invited but

were Inatie to attend. These community figures are active in local Mexican

American affairs.



Mr. Lehmann, 1972-73 Coordinator of FWISD's Career Opportunities

Program, also prepared a list of data needs at the request of the Superin-

tendent. Mr. Lehmann is presently the acting administrator of Programa

en Dos lenguas.

Dr. Paul Geisel, of the University of Texas at Arlington, was enlisted

by the Superintendent to provide informal guidance. Several meetings were

held by the investicator and Dr. Geisel for this purpose. Both Dr. Geisel

and :..1rs. leiselhave been and are currently active in Mexican American and

American Indian affairs.

Recent publications (1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6) by the S. Commission on Civil

Rights relative to the general status of Mexican Americans in the south-

western United States were obtained and examined. The first two reports

of the ..,omission pertained to 1) enrollment and employment of Mexican

Americans in the various schools and districts and 2) the school success

of Mexican American students.

The present stu'ly attempted to replicate locally the Commission's first

two studies by following the format and presenting FWISD data similar to

those presented for school districts in the southwestern states with a ten

percent or rrore enrollment of Mexican American students. Data were gathered

primarily from schools wit:: at least a ten percent enrollment of Mexican

Amerian students. These schools ure identified in Exhibit A. At these

schools the proportion of Mexican American pupils enrolled was 32.8 percent.

Three hiith clv-)ols, six middle sshools, and twenty-seven elementary schools

had a ..t11,tent enrollment of at least ten percent and were included in the

SUX7(?y.

A.ot r)f. the data in this rq.ort reflect the 197 -73 school year.

u008



EXH1B1T A

Fnrollments of schools with at Least Ten Percent Mexican American Students
1972-73

Zivizion .1nd School

----

Sch.

No.

Total
Enrollment

,

Mexican
American
Enrollment

Percent
Mexican

American

Elementary

:";rinOale 1 246 29 12%
Aorth :c.:i-hts 3

7!,.. 608 84%
North :i. 'Apunt 4 276 re-

)( 21%
:.;tephen .. A'astin 254 79 31%
..e2avala c

,,, 420 128 30%
Marie:, Nash .) 367 218 59%
:.. '.. -.14- -t 10 408 97 24%
;;am ?,osen 12 433 96 22%
Circle l'ark 13 621 393 63%
:enver Avenue 15 590 477 81%
ecril,e :.lar'K't, 18 298 66 22%

:11). :lay ton 19 223 4o 18%
. :.!c:ae 20 500 74 15%

1o1ytechnic 21 347 41 12%
2imond ::ill 25 469 189 40%
W%shinton eights
oi. J. Darner

,.-., ,

c...,

27
402

538

250
124

62%
23%

3rook1 yn ::ei:hts 31 253 158 62%
. . arr)11 32 339 65 19%

,T:uttard
. 33 438 71 16%

T,uth Fort Worth 34 396 108 27%
.1.,:: Knoll 41 197 26 13%
'. '1. 'elt,ing 42 520 j61 69%
-, . .s.,cre 57 810 263 33%
':.-1z.ter -9,rk 60 741 99 13%
j arses :uirm 70 243 34 14%
Kirkpa",ri::k 71 331 49 15%

Areo.te 11,388 },200
1 36.9%

%!..-1die

:Jo.7emoht

*J 7Wr!tt
15.!

13
1,;?V.

it -92

337
101

26/,

2TI,
:;tripl:rw

j, .. '.:.Uer

1V,

157
110(,4

1,333

134

572
121
43.4

-Iv: rs I' I 0 15,: )3) 90 loch
W. A. %!ortcham 1(, 965 359 37%

A6f0.rreq,'.,e ()1085 1,593 26.2"!)

0 CM



EXHIBIT A ( cont .)

...

'2ivision 'Ind School

Sch.

No.

Total
Enrollment

Mexican
American
Enrollment

Percent
Mexican
American

, . .

North O_de 262 1,339 409 31%

'..iamond ..i.ill 265 920 253 27%

:rIsmle 7,:chnical 269 1,848 627 34%

A;:create 4,107 1,289 31.4%

.)mtina-,ed Ae:greates 21,580 7,082 32.8%

r ,f thls report, the terms Y1exican American' and 'Chicano'

w:11 Ahtk:r.haryeably. As used to denote all who are not

a: 'exican American'. This identification is consistent with

ied . C. :)mmission 2, p. 10'.

zt'A,:nts 'Ind personnel is not always easily established.

1-10 ma: r -"-dent t'Astration records, is vulnerable to considerable

;:rr r pr-;:lems that :Itudents have in self-identification coupled with

'ems the ethnic identification (i.e., student

car : *r. ex`r9.irrieular aetivities was based on teacher-identifica-

;!--)me ethnic identification was based on recocni-

;11 methld hare some error and will

pr-:(11:e -.tat% that is sli;',htly at variance.

. --)mmAssLn on :'ports

';onclusions and recommendations of the U.

-t lre presenhed an Appendix

(AIL

Commission's



5

SECT10N II

MEXICAN AMERICAN
STUDENT ENROLLMENT

Data gathered relative to the presence of Mexican American students

and staff members at various schools within the Fort Worth Independent

School District during the 1972-73 school year are reported in this section.

Tables are patterned after those presented in the U. S. Commission on Civil

Rights Report I: Ethnic Isolation of Mexican Americans in the Public Schools

of the Southwest. Not all of the Commission's tables were applicable to this

local study.

Size and Distribution of Mexican American Enrollment

Data in Table 1 reports the number of Mexican American children enrolled

at each school in the early fall of 1972. The data were obtained from the

"Elementary and Secondary School Civil Rights Survey" prepared for the Texas

Education Agency, October 15, 1972. Data in Table 2 summarize that in

Table 1.

Apparently Mexican American students are more widely distributed among

elementary and middle schools than among high schools. Approximately one-

third '27. of the elementary schools and one-third (6) of the eighteen

middle schools had an enrollment of Mexican American students that equalled

or ex'eeded 1-,en percent. At the high school level three of eleven high

schools had at least a ten percent enrollment of Mexican American students.

The proportion of Mexican American students to the total body of

scholastics decreased with age. The proportion of Mexican American students

was 13,P percent in elementary schools, 9,6 percent in middle schools, and

0011



..3 per..ent 'At the h1,-h c.2hool level. r all three instruoLional divisions

Mexi an Amer can proport per,..:ent -in :Ls)

e . .!.)mmiss:.fl on Hie;hts reported that lexican American

studntc percent Texac, enrolled scholastics and 17.2

per..ent or :3,.holastics enrolled in the Cive Southwestern states in 14)&-69

1'.

ata in depicts the extent to which Mexican American students

attend s.:..hools with non-Mexican American students.

Mexican American students are apparently considerably less isolated than

are Mex.can American students in Texas or the Southwestern states. About one

out of five Mexi...!an American students in Texas and one out of ten in the

:,outhwest attend schools that are 9r) percent or better Mexico American.

chooly of this type do not exist in the FWISD.

Mexican American students were in the majority in only seven :"ort Worth

s'_:hcols in 1)72--3, all of which were elementary schools. These seven schools

enrolled per..:ent of the total nutter of Mexican American scholastics in

t Worth pul.lic schools. 7n contrast, 66.4 percent of the Mexican American

students in texas attended schools in which Mexican American students were

in the ma,!ority and 45.5 percent of Mexican American students in the South-

west attended .tat type of school.

-ex:can Ameri-!an student attended a middle school or high school in

.ort Worth in 1) '2-73 in whi-2h Mexican American students were a majority.

001:4
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Table 1, Mexican American Enrollment in MSD Schools, 1972-73*

School

_

Sch.

No.

-----

Total Number
of Pupils

Number of Mexican
American Pupils

Percent Mexican
Americana

Springdale 1 246 29 12%
Worth Heights 3 728 6o8 84%
North Hi Mount tt 276 57 21%
Stephen F. Austin 6 254 79 31%
Morningside 7 1357 3 .5%
DeZavaln. 8 420 128 30%
Charles Nash 9 367 218 59%Daggett 10 08 97 24%
Safi Rosen 12 433 96 22%
Circle Park 13 621 393 63%
Denver krienue 15 590 477 81%
R. Vickery 16 434 2 0
George Clarke le 298 66 22%
Lily Clayton 19 223 40 '18%
D. McRae 20 500 74 15%
Poly 21 347 41 12%
Tandy 22 180 8 4%
saaamore Hill 23 353

,

14 4%
Riverside 24 246 17 7%
Diamond Hill 2 469 189 40%
Wash. Heights 2A 402 250 62%
W, J. Turner 2: 124 23%
Arlington Hts. 28 267 17 6%
So, Hi Mount 29 369 19 5%
David Sellars 30 760 25 3%
Brooklyn Hts. 31 253 158 62%
B. H. Caroll 32 339 65 i
Hubbard 33 438 71 16%
So. Ft. Worth 34 396 108 27%
Oaklawn 35 271 18 7%
Forest Hill 36 549 36 6%
Alice Carlson 37 397 23 6%
Oakhurst 38 339 12 3%
East Handley 39 371 4 1%
MeadoWbrook 40 459 12 3%
Osk Knoll 41 197 26 13%
H. V. Helbing 42 520 361 69%
S, So nillow 43 768 17 2%
Westr:liff 44 34o 12 4%
J. T, Gtevens 45 765 4 1%
M. L. Phillips 47 415 17 4%
i'ddglea West 48 313 11 3%
PlueLonnet 49 306 16 5%
'ilen rark 50 572 39 7%
Wyf:liff Si. 293 12 4%



Mit 1 continued)

Oshoo No,

Total No.
off' Pupils

No. of
MA Pupils

8

Percent MA

aencrest 52 3143 7 2%

West !fandley 53 272 4 2%

South !fills 54 496 28 60,!)

Mitchell Blvd. s5
I

439 3 11,

Donnie Brae 56 249 10 44,

M. q, Moore 57 810 263 330

Ridglea :fills 58 483 7 12X,

Ireonbriar 59 694 50 V,
Carter ?ark 60 741 99 13%

Eastland 61 644 19 3%

Itir.ton !fill 63 485 28 6,/,

W. m, lreen 63 513 15 3%

Eastern Ulls 64 356 0 0

Waverly ?ark 65 750 12 2%

Tenglewood 66 207 0 0

A. M, ?ate 67 1034 2 0

Brace Shulkey 68 441 21 5%

James 6uinn 70 243 34 14%

Kirkpatrick 71 331 49 f 15%

0.omo 73 696 27 i 4%

Versia Williams 75 224 16 7%

-Dunbar 76 984 0 0

(, W, Carver 77 530 0 i 0

Rosedale Park 78 466 6 1%

E. Van Z.andt 79 364 0 I
0

Benbrook 80 591 49 8%

Sunrise 81 396 13 3%

Caroll Peak 82 1156 0 0

Theodore Willis 84 615 30 5%

Western :iills 85 632 8 1%

westcreFlk 36 915 42 5%

J. P, Moore 87 394 4 1%

Atwood McDonald 88 520 14 1%

Elementary
aub-Total 37401 4943 13.2%

Ernest Parker
W. P. McLean
Rosemont
Daggett
William James
MeadoWbrook
Striplinv,

Elder
Riverside
Monnig
Forest, 'aak

Morningside
Wedgwood
ffandley

-Dunbar

Meacham
Leonard
Como

Middle Zirhool
Sub.Total 1)658 I 1895 9,6%

150 766 70 9%

151 1280 37 3%

152 1286 337 26%

153 498 101 20%

154 1037 61 6%

155 925 15 2%

156 1064 134 12%

157 1333 572 43%

158 939 90 10%

159 1196 19 2%

160 1851 49 3%
161 1027 2 0

162 1821 17 1%

163 786 10 1%

164 1213 0 0

165 965 359 37%

167 1262 22 2%

175 409 0 0

0014



Table 1. ,ontinued'

Sohool
fetal No.

No. o Pupils
No, of
MA Pupas Pereent MA

Southwest 260 2522 17 1%
Paschal 261 3003 180 6%
North Side 262 1339 409 31%
Poly 263 1845 42 2%
Carter 264 1102 Si 5%
Diamond Hill 265 920 253 27%
Arlington Heights 266 2400 75 3%
'astern Hills 267 2107 11 1%
Western Hills 268 2308 32 2%
Technical 269 1848 627 34%
O. D. Wyatt 270 2496 81 3%
I, M. Terrell 272 902 0 0
Dunbar 274 1520 0 0

High Schools
Sub-Total 24312 1778 7.3%

TJTALS 81371 8616 io.6%

Table 2. i'llroilment4 of Mexican American Students by Instructional Levell
1T2-73

7nstructlonal
Le7e1

Total Number
of

Students
FWISD

Total 'Number

of Mexican
American
Students

FWISD

Percent
Mexican

American
FWISD

Percent

Mexican
American

in

Southwest

lemenary ch(;ols 37,401 40943 13.2% 18.6%

'iddle chools 19,658 1,895 9.6%

4ii.:t S-'nools 240312 1)Y78 7.3% 14.8t

Agigew,ate'k' 810371 8616 10.6%

_

17,2%

n1,r41 -Jr FWT:11-: CA.A! TF.A Ppnj,t.7 ettrAlnr 1472

(.%-. ,Immissi,)n Peport 1, Table 3,

enr-)11ment was 20.1 per,:ent Mexican American in 1968-69 (u, S,
Hi pt)r 10 Tat,le 1),

OD

9



Table 3. Mexican American Enrollment by Percent of Mexican American Pupils
in vcsr Schools, 1972-73

Percent
Mexican

American

Total
Number

of Schools
(fiWTSD)

Tot al.

Mexican

American
Enrollment

(FWISD)

Percent
Mexican

American
Students
(FWISD)

Percent
Mexican

American
Students
(Texas)

Percent
Mexican

Ameridan
Students
(Southwest).t

95 - 100 0 0 0 20.6% 9..41°

80 - 94 2 1085 12.6% 19.4% 12.1%

50 - 79 5 1380 16.0% 26.4% 24.0%

35 - 49 3 1120 13.0% 9.0% 13.0%

20 - 34 14 2745 31.9% 9.9% 16.3%

0 - 19 65 2266 26.5% 14.7% 25.3%

Aggregate 109 8616 10.6% 20.1%** 17.2%**

DYE

Commission Report
2. commission Report

Table 7,
Table 1.
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SECTION III

NLF:JCAN AMERICAN STAF

Classroom Teaching Staff

Iar.a in Table 4 compare the Percent of Mexican American classroom

teachers at each school with the percent of Mexican American students at

each ss-hool in 1)72--3.. Totals for each instructional level are summarized

in Table 3.

:n the district as a whole, 10.6 percent of the students were Mexican

American: percent of the classroom teachers were Mexican American, At

the elementary school level 13.2 percent of the students are Mexican American;

2.3 percent or the teachers are Mexican American. At the middle school level

9.6 percent of the students are Mexican American; 2.6 percent of the teachers'

are exican American. At the hik!,h school level 7.3 percent of the students

are '!exican American: 1.7 percent or the teachers are Mexican American,

Similar rliscrepancies between proportions of Mexican American teachers and

students are shown for Texas and the Southwest in Table 5) also.

The ratios of (exican American students to Mexican American teachers

are shown in Table in comparison with those reported for Texas and the

Southwest in 1)0:,-() by the '1, S, Commission on Civil Rights (1). It

appear3 that ,,IdTST ratios at he middle school (95:1) and high school (1050.)

levcls were more similar to the overall Texas ratio (98:1) than was that at

the elementary school level (159:1),

00 V;



Table 4, \!exican Americm Te lchers

School

Sch.

N.

T,$)tal

Number of
Classroom
Teachers

Number of
Mexican
American

Classroom
Teachers

Percent
Mexican

American
Teachers

percent

exican

AmerIcan
Students
(FW]SP)

Springdale 1 12 0 0 12

Worth Heights 3 26 4 151, :34!,

North Hi ount 4 12 0 0 21!,

Stephen F. Austin 6 9 0 0 31','

Morningside 7 44 0 0 .5".f,

FeZavala r6 16 0 0 30'f:

Charles Nash 9 16 3 19/, 59
Daggett 10 15 0 0 24:1,

Sam Rosen 12 17 0 0 22

Circle :'ark 13 24 4 171.1: .3

1

6

Denver Avenue 15 20 5 25;0 81:1,

?, Vickery 16 17 2 12% 0

leorge Clarke 18 11 0 0 22%

Lily B. A.ayton 19 13 0 0 18%

D. McPae 20 19 0. 0 151

Polytechnic 21 18 0 0 12°:,

Tandy 22 7 0 0 4/,

Sagamore Hill 23 15 0 0 4%

Riverside 24 13 0 0 7%
Diamond Hill 25 19 0 0 40%

dashington :its. 26 13 4 31% 62%

d. J. Turner 27 20 1 5rh 23%

Arlington Hts,
south Hi '4ount

28

29
12

15

0
0

0

0

. 6%
ref
)0

David K. Sellars 30 26 0 0 3%
Brooklyn 'feikt,hts 31 12 3 25% 62%

B, , Carroll 32 14 0 0 19°,0

Altbard 33 17 0 0 16%

3o. A, Worth 34 1.7 0 0 ,75,

-Aklawn 35 12 0 0 7%

Anest Till 36 18 0 0 6% .

Uice ,':arlson

akhurot
37
38
..)

15

13
0

0

0

0

6'',/,

3.;';

'ast fandley 39 13 0 0 1':!,

!eadowbrook 40 16 0 0 3'7',

Ak Knrill 41 9 0 0 13%

(, 7. :felbing 42 19 5 26;1, 69%

. :. Dillow 43 27 ,0 0 2%

4estr21.iff 44 19 0 0 4',",

% T. :evens 45 26 0 0 1*.",

Jar/ L, Phillips 47 18 0 0 v.

.idglea West 48 12
.

0 0
.

"Y1
.)



Table ..!ontinued)

13

School
Sch.

No.

Total
Number of
Classroom
Teachers

Number of
MA

Classroom
Teachers

Percent
Mexican

American
Teachers

Percent

MA
Students

(1,U1SD)

......-

Bluebonnet 49 14 0 0 rcf/
.))

len ark 50 23 0 0 7'4

Wycliff 51 12 0 0 4';)

:lencrest 52 16 0 0 2%
West Handley 53 13. 0 0 2%
South Hills 54 18 0 0 6%
Mitchell Blvd. 55 15 0 0 3
Bonnie 3rae 56 11 0 0 4%
M. H. Moore 57 29 0 0 33%
Ridglea Hills 58 20 0 0 1%
lreenbriar 59 25 0 0 7%
Carter Park 60 25 0 0 13%
Faxtland 61 22 0 0 3%
Burton Hill 62 17 0 0 6%
W. M. -..fteen 63 17 0 0 3%
Fastern Hills 64 13 0 0 0
Waverly Park 65 26 0 0 2%
Tanglewood 66 8 0 0 0

A. '. Pate 67 25 0 0 0
2r,.,ce Slaalkey 68 16 0 0 5%
James :uinn 70 10 0 0 14%
Kirkpatrick 71 17 0 0 15%
Como 73 23 0 0 4%
7ersia Williams 75 8 0 0 7%
Tunbar 76 25 0 0 0
-1. W. '3..1.7er 77 18 0 0 0

Rosedale :-ark 78 16 0 0 1%
Fast ':an 7andt 79 14 0 0 0

'entr-)ok 80 22 0 0 8/11

Sunrise 81 15 0 0 3%
,arroll :eak 82 47 0 0 0

Theodore wilils 84 24 0 0 5%
Western :f'.11s 85 23 0 0 1%
W,2:1t-Ireek 86 28 0 0 5%
J. . 'Moore . 87 13 0 0 1%
Atwr)od "Conald 88 18 0 0 1%

,lementary ich.

P,...;:relte 1392 31 2.2% 13.2%

Total MA Students: 4943
Ratio MA Students/Teachers: 159/1

00Th



Table 4 wont inued'

School

Total Number of. Percent Percent

Number of MA Mexican MA

Sch. Classroom Classroom American Students

No. ?eachers Teachers Teachers (NISI))

Ernest iarker
McLean
Rosemont

Daggett,

William' James

Meadowbrook
Str1p11ni2;

Elder
Riverside
Monnig
Forest Jak
Morningside
Wedgwood
Handley
Dunbar
Meacham
Leonard

Como

Middle Schools
Aggregate

Southwest
Paschal

North Side
ro1ytechnic
Riverside
Diamond
Arlington 'Its.

Eastern Hills
We Hills

Technical
0. ;Z.. Wyatt

,:atihar

T. M. Terrell

Hip:h Schools

Aggregate

150 314 0 0 9,10

151 4c 1 2% 3:1,

152 47 2 14% 26%

153 21 0 0 2O
154 43 1 210 6',/,

155 32 0 0 2%

156 41 0 0 12%
157 ( 4 7j,/, 43%
158 36 1 3% 10%.

159 44 0 0 2%
160 70 0 0 3%
161 46 2 14% 0

162 64 1 2% 1%
1E3 31 0 0 1%

164 53 1 2% 0

165 . 37 6 16% 37%
167 49 0 0 2%

175 22 1 5% 0

774 20 2.6% 9.6%

Total MA Students: 1895
patio MA Students /Teachers: 95/1

260 94 2 2% 1%
261 111 2 2% 6%
262 50 2 4% 31%
263 70 0 0 2%
264 43 1 2% 5%
265 38 5 13% 27%
266 89 1 1% 3%
267 84 2 2% :$ 1%
268 .(") 0 0 2%
269 98 1 1% 34%

270 )6 1 1% 3%
272 45 0 0 0

274 57 0 0 0

961 17 1.7% 7.3;10

Total MA Students: 1778
Ratio MA Students/Teachers: 105/1

Total for All Schools 3127 68 2.2% 10.6%
Total MA Students: Ratio MA Students/Teachers: 128/1

1P.P0lumcnk
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Table 3ummaries of Mexican American Composition of FNISD
classroom Teaching Staff

Instructional
Level

Total
Minter

Teachers

Number
MA

Teachers

Percent
MA

Teachers

Percent
MA

Students'4

Elementary Schools 1,392 31 2.2%

Middle Schools 774 20 2.6% 9.6%*

High Schools 961 17 1.8%

FWISD Aggregate .3,127 68 2.2% 10.60

Texas 104,75-** 5,133" 4.9%** 20.1%

Southwest 324,816** 11,688** 3.6%** 17.2%

*From Table 2, Present Report.
From Report I, Table 12, p. 42.

Table 6. Ratio of Mexican American Students to Mexican American Teachers

Shool 1-17islons
Number of

MA Students
Number of

MA Teachers
Ratio

Students/Teache

.

NTS:. (Agreate 8,616 68 1281

:.:lementary Schools 4,943 31 159:1

'iddie Schols 1,895 20 95:1

:ii.;h Sc:lools 1,778 17 105:1

Texas 505,214* 5,133" 98

SouthWest 11397,586f 11,688'- 120:14"

*Sourie:

*"Source:

Table 14 T. S. r:omm ssion Report 1.

Table 12, 1, ,:ommission Report 1.
rti3, -;ommission Eport 1, p. 42.
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The extent to which Mexican American teachers might have been assigned

to schools serving mostly Mexican American pupils is examined in Table 7.

The data .indicate that Mexican American teachers are rather evenly distri-

buted throughout the schools. They are apparently not isolated or assigned

primarily to schools serving large proportions of Mexican American students,

In contrast to eighty-two percent of ':exican American teachers in Texas assigned

to schools in which Mexican American pupils .,.re in the majority, nearly

sixty percent (59- of 7ort Worth's Mexican American teachers are assigned

to schools in which Mexican American students are in the minority.

Administrative and the personnel
at Local School Level

The proportion of Mexican American rrincipals are reported in Table 8

in comparison with proportions of Mexican American students. Obviously,

Mexican American principals are in short supply throughout Texas and the

Southwest.

In the spring of 1969, the Commission surveyed all school districts

with at least a ten percent enrollment of Mexican American pupils to deter-

mine the proportions of non-teaching professionals who were Mexican. American.

Non-professional: were also reported. A similar survey was conducted in

Fort Worth Schools whose student enrollment was at least ten percent Mexican

American ;Appendix A). At these schools the proportion of Mexican American

pupils enrolled was 32.8 percent. Three high schools, six middle schools,

and twenty-seven elementary schools had at least a ten percent enrollment of

Amerinan st%dents and were included. in the survey.

::,eta in Table 9 report the proportions of professionals and non-

professional staff members who were Mexican American at schools with at

least 10 percent A,xican American enrollment, At these Fort Worth schools,

00244



whose student population was 32.8 percent Mexican American, Mexican American

professional staff members (5.2 percent) were mainly nurses, resource teachers,

or other specialists. Therp wareA0Merican AMTPrc vice-principals or

librarians and one Mexican American counselor. Although a large proportion

(39 percent) of the teacher aides were Mexican American, the proportion of

cafeteria workers and custodians were less than 10 percent. No Mexican

American secretaries were reported.

Table 7. . Location of Mexican American Teachers by Mexican American
Composition of Schools

ammidosi

Percent
Mexican
American
Students
in School FIWISD

Number of
Mexican American Teachers

Percent Distribution
Mexican American Teachers

01 - 214 20

49004, 20

504 - 794 19

804 1,004 9

Aggregate 68

Teas*

629

276

1121

3107

SW*

3812

1443

2526

3907

51T3 11688

FWISD

30%

29%

28%

13%

100%

Texas*

12.3%

5.44

21.8%

60.5%

sw*

32.6%

12.34

21.6't

33,4q

no% loo0A

rJ, S. Commiasion Deport p. 44, Table 13.
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Table :Tin,eipal: In :'or t. Worth Texas, and thu

apongea

area

:,uml.er of

.exiean A::lerican

:Tincipals

lorconc of
Tot.11

irincirals

fercent

Mexican American
Pupils

FW:a (1--1-

7exas,

Jouthwestern :tat-es.

J. C. ,1ommis:ion on 21vi1

1

3c4

R::::hts retort

1.0

, 4.,
..).

3.3"

:.13776. Table I.

10.6''

20.1'

17.2 ;',

_:entral Administrative Personnel

Lata.in Thhle 10 reports the number of Mexican Americans in each office

or department in the administrative complex located, at 3210 West Lancaster,

9oth cert2ficateA ani non-certificated personnel are included. Personnel

employed It other locations (i.e., maintenance, transportation, etc.)were

not included.

Three 3t' five certificated Mexican Americans assigned to the central

administrative omplex were connected with the 'bilingual Program: the coordi-

natr of the proc.,ram, tie assistant to the coordinator, and the assistant

evaluatr. 71:e other two were the coordinator of the Career Opportunities

:*Togam and a field counselr in the Tei.crhborhood Youth Corps.

'.*ive non-certificated Y,eyican Americans were employed full-time n four

off!ces: Federal, Resear and Evaluation, Iersonnel, and Payroll,

For all offices in the administ'ative complex LT'. of the certificated

pers',nnel and or he non-certificated personnel were Mexican American

at the ".lme or the survej (late ::prink`, 1)73).



Table 9. Number and Percent of Non-Teaching Full-Time Staff in 10% KA
Schools*

Position

Total
Number
of Staff
(10% MA)

Number
Mexican

American
(10% MA)

Percent
MA

FWISD
(10% MA)

Percent
MA
sw****

(10% MA)

Non-Teaching
Professionals `A

Assistant Principals 17 0 0% 5.5%

Counselors 21 1 4.8% 5.4%

Librarians 34 0 0% 3.6%

others 138 10 7.2% 1 10.8%

Aggregate 210 11 5.2% 6.0%

Para-Professionals

Teacher Aides 215 84 39.1% 33.9%

Non-Professionals

Not
Cafeteria Workers 198 12 6.1% Reported

Secretaries 57 0 - 9.5%

Custodians 103 8 7.8% 28.2%

Only g(-hools with 10 tercent or more Mexican American, Mexican America
stildert proportion equals 32.8 percent.
*Principals are reported in Table 8.

4**Subject matter -- specialists, resoure teachers. nurses, etc.
****':, S. Commission Report it, Table 15, p. 48,

002E
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Table 10 0:ontinued

Department

Accounting

HPalth 1

Teacher Education 2

_

Certificated Non-Certificated

Total. Number Total Weber
Number AA Number MA

Inter-Cultural 2

Relations
Elementary Eduo. 8

Operations 1

Athletics 3

Psychology 11

Aggregate 134

0 21 0

0 2 0

o 1 0

o 1 0

0 14 0

0 1 0

0 2 0

0 4 0

5 129 5

(3.7%) (3.8%)

002 'i
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SECTION IV

SCHOOL SUCCESS OF MEXICAN AMERICAN STUDENTS

Academic Success

The present report will depart somewhat from the U. S. Commission report

on academic achievement. Whereas the Commission focused on reading only, the

measures herein presented depict the overall academic achievement of students.

Due, however, to the very strong correlation between reading and other subjects,

the findings about academic achievement will not be changed by this use of a

more inclusive measure. In the view of the investigator the overall acadeMic

growth is more appropriate to the study than reading skill only.

Comparisons of Fort Worth measures with those reported by the U. S.

Commission will be difficult due to the lack of control by the latter in

defining the phrase "reading on grade level". It is indicated (2, p. 24) that

local districts, who provided the achievement data, not only used different

test instruments but may have mixeu i;est scores and teacher-judgment in

assessing students' reading abilities in some cases. Test scores obtained

on different instruments should not be directly compared.

Standardized test scores have been reported by ethnicity since 1971=72

enabling the district to monitor the educational progress of minority students:

Average composite test scores of each ethnic group were reported for all

grades tested in 1971-72. These data are shown in Table 11.

Ufa
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Table 11. Composite Test Scores by Ethnicity in 1971-72

...,,,,.......wom 4.4,......e. .0 wft.w.e.,....................M...30*..,..1* *1

Grade r...evel

Anglo Students

GE Mean

...m...

MA Students

GE Mean %i le

......t........,1.0....,-....

Black Students

GE Mean

3 3.3 60%ile 2.6 32%ile 2.5 26%ile

4.3 3.6 37%ile 3.1 18%ile

5 5.3 5Mile 4.2 26%ile 3.9 18%ile

6 6.2 54%ile 5.0 24%flip 4.5 12%ile

8 8.0 50'il11e 6.3 195i le 6.o 14%ile

9* 51%ile 14%ile 10%ile

12* 53/dle 16;%i le 7%ile

*High school test batteries provide percentile ranks, not grade equivalentt,

Although the average Anglo student scored at or above the test norm at

each grade level, the average minority student--whether Black or Mexican

American--scored initially, in grade three, well below the test norm and

generally fell further behind as he progressed through the grade levels.

The average Black child has reached the 12%ile at the beginning of

grade six and exited from public schools at the 7%ile.

The average Mexican American child scored at the 24%ile at the beginning

of grade six and exited at the 16ile as a senior.

To reveal variation within ethnic groups, the separate distribution of

scores of Anglo, Black and 'Mexican American children are depicted in Exhibits

B.E for grades six, nine, and twelve, respectively.

The scores of Anglo children are normally distributed, approximately one

half of the students scoring above test norms of each grade level and one.in.

ten scoring at or above the 90441e,

002t
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:n .!ontrast, the distribution of scores of minority children are

severely skewed. )nly seven percent of the Black sixth graders and six

percent J.)f the Flack seniors Scored above test norms. The final academic

measure at gre.e twelve revealed one -i n- three hundred Black students scoring

at or above the tenth percentile 'by definition, one-in-ten students score

here in a normally distributed population).

Approximately sixteen percent of the Mexican American sixth graders

and seniors scored above test norm; however, no Mexican American seniors

attained the

Standardised test results obtained in 1972-73 are similar. Scores in

:able 12 reflect average achievement by ethnicity for grades 6, 8, 9 and 12.

Ethnic averages for lower grades were not computed.

Table 12. Composite Test Results by Ethnicity in 1972-73

Anglo Students Students Black Students

.;rade Level qE Mean rile GE Mean %Ile GE Mean /Ale

6.2 54 file 5.0 24%ile 4.5 12'%;i 1e

50-ale 6.4 201,ile 6.0 14%ile

50(411e 17%ile 12rAile

12* 53;i1e 151,ile 12%i1e

"Ugh school test batteries provide percentile ranks, not grade equivalents.

The 1)72-73 scores for the average Anglo student are the same as those

obtained in 1971-72 and are equal to or above the national test norm at each

grade level,

The'average Mexican American pupil in the sixth grade scored at the

24q1e but declined to the It grade eight, the Wile at grade nine,

and the average for those still in school in grade twelve fell to the 151,11e,

0031



The average slack student scored the same in grade six (12111e) and

grade eight ,144ile\ as in 1971-72. Whlle their scores ranked at only the

1211e in both jrades nine and twelve, this was an improvement over the

1971.'T results of 10'i1e at grade nine and V.ile for high school seniors.

A,gain, as in 1971-72, the distribution of scores of minority students

is severely skewed. 'Ally six or seven percent of the Flack students scored

above the test norm at each grade level, less than one percent scored in the

top quartile (above the 75qile), and only one-in-five hundred scored above

the 9Mile as compared to one-in-ten in a normal distribution.

Sixteen percent of the Mexican American sixth graders and eleven percent

of those in grade twelve scored above the test norm. Nearly five percent of

the Mexican American seniors were in the top quartile, but none of them

attained the 90w1ile.

Earticipation in Extracurricular Activities

The C. Commission perceived participation in extracurricular activities

as an indicator or the extent to which opportunities are provided by the 6chool

for the development or leadership qualities and social skills '2, p. 7),

;tudies were also quoted by the f-ommission (2, p. 39) as reporting a

close -rirrelation between the school's holding power and the 'extent to which

0 01
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sLudent wore in4olved in extraftwricular !n one (2), 73 oC the

',-)e dropouts had never participated in any eKtracurricular activiLy; in

another study or the 121 dropouts had not participated in extra-

curricular ac'.ivities in contrast to only of 913 graduates having no

involvement in those activities.

A.: a result oC its sitrvey, the Commission concluded. that, for. the most

Dart, Mexian American students did nr.' reach their proportionate rate of

partici ti)n. : aLa were gathered relative to ethnicity of student body

presidents, newspaper editors, homecoming queens, etc. 2, p. 41).

The present stud:: does not gather the same information because of the

small number .)t' se,:-:ndary schools, particularly high schools, involved.

Father than i7.atherin information about single offices, data were gathered

atou the ethnl ity or' extracurricular groups: bands, athletic teams,

choruses, '.turn, pep squads, etc. This extension of the Commission's study

should provide a clearer picture of extracurricular involvement by Mexican

American students in the MSD.

MIS: id:7h ,'noolc

The extent, to which Mexican Ameri'an students in the FWISD were involved

in extracurricular' activities in middle and high schools was examined through

the use )f surveys completed by principals.

r.ata in Tahles 13 and 14 reflect the ethnic composition of selected extra-

curricular i;:roups in the three high schools with ten percent or more Mexican

American enrollment. Data in Table 13 were drawn during the 1972-73 school

vear: data in Ti.bie 14 were drawn during the 1073 -lit school year.

Dita in Mhle 13 indicated that the proportion or students involved in

all the 1.ctivities listed who were Mexican American students (2(,',,) was
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signifl.!antb- less than the propotion of the enrollment that was .,exican

Ameri,:an (11.4 however, the same was t-Je 01' Alvlo students; 42 percent

involved; 4( . percent: ig..tck students were involved in these

activities signifi,2antly more than the enrollment would predict; 32 percent

involved; 21.,) percent enrolled. These differences in proportionate repre-

sentation in the activities is seemingly due to the large proportions of Black

students on most athletic teams.

N!exican American students were satisfactorily represented in the band

and in the cheerleader squads and were over-represented on the baseball teams.

They were under-represented on the football teams, basketball teams (as were

&nglos and the choral groups.

Table 13. .e.rt1,2ipation of exlcan American Students in Extracurricular
Activities in 10 !Ugh Schools*, 1972-73

Extracurricular Activity
Percent Involved

Lnglo Black MA

Band or rchestra 43',I., 26% 31%

Football Team 391 43% 18%

Basketball Team 23'.1; 62% 15%

Baseball. Team
39".()

c

31, 58%

Cheerleaders 52'A 11, 31%

.,,norus 5L1:1 25% 20%

AggrevAte involvement for
these ::ipt; schools' 42:/,'' 32',/,"

4
2:6',/,'

Total :11ro1iment at these
;11h :Ichools' 41"

j
22%$v 31:1gx

uivh ZIehools with at least 10 percent isiexican American enrollment; North
Side, t,iamond 4111 and Trimble Tech.

difterent.

,Aen proportions of those involved did not differ significantly from the
proportion enrolled,



examination of ei:.nnic involvement In extvaeurr:cular activities was

ov:ended inA.ude those listed in Table 14. These data wore fr,atheed in the

Call oC threrh questionn.hire completed ty principals.

Thtle 14. o'art:.:ipatAon of '0.exian Amer1;!an ;F-,Lidents in Selected

Ativities in 10 MA High Schools, 1973-74

.' an:L"at:,.'n

.)r A .!tivi''.:'

Anglo
Partici' ants

Plack
!articipants

MA
Participants

. ---

Total Number
ParticipantNo. --'7;No. No. 7

:::.tudent ..'ollricil 101 cl- 32_.> . 1.6.1' CA

17

32"
-4

40,

197

:lass ieero
--±

. J70 4!'4 144,

'.:lass S av,:.)rites

___

15 444 :3 24-4 11

17

32, i

4.---

16

314.

105
---irls Iep :Iliad 144 424 44 3P

newspaper :Itaff ';) 16:', 20 34-?: 29 50010 1 58

Annual '..:taff 13 41:4 3 9', 16 5oll, 32

:I-71m a.' or:: 4

r--
7

',74
t.) r '. :

50',

0 - 2 33°A 6

'TaIorettes (-: 437", 1 7','/, I
14

.'.1.zts
-r-:,
.)),-' 45 236 19'7!) 1431 35`r, 1

4---

1225

rivAement

i

.

I

i

771 45°'

424'

1
i2-rd) 7,A2.1.Y 588 34';',x i 1714

3866
'nrcllment at
these :-.ch:ols 1614 114? 30C,

f----

I

271,x !

Oferen'ies are n!f,:nific

.Ipa';on by vexican American students in these activities was

ca.'i reater than that expected by enrollment. Axlean American students con-

of the school enrollment and 34.!, of those involved in the selected

acti71Ycs. An examination of data from individual schools did not dilute the

results. P. each school the proportion of Mexican American students involved

:n the aet:iities in :ale 14 equalled or exceeded the proportion errolled.
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BEST COPY AVAILABLE

An exhmin.Lti,.,n 0C individual utiv!tie listed in Table 14 reveals that

exican American ..,tudents were overly represented in some activitiesnewspaper

h.nd annual stun'sand under-repre;ented r!,irls' pep squads and majorette

:lack students were ver-represented in rirls' pep squads and under-

represented on q.nnual staffs and in clubs.

JchoLls

:'he extent t ;t1lich Yexican American students were involved in extra-

:.urricular activities at the middle shool level was determined through

questinnaires Jompleted ty prinipals.

:ata in -2a:de 1 were collected in the late spring of 1973. Involvement

in the sele,!ted activities by :exican American students was somewhat less

than that predicted by the enrollment. Anglo students were involved in

these activities in a proportion (63 percent) similar to that comprising

the enrollment per.:!ent . :'lack students were slightly more represented

in the activities 1' percent than in the scholastic population (12 percent)..

'r:xican American students were under-represented in sports and

in r.1_ ups, and :lack students were over-represented, on basketball teams.

and ..nder-represchted In choral ;roups. !exican American students comprised

perhent the enrollment and 21 percent of theNstudents involved in the

ertrarricular activities listed.

OOK
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2able ::artic;.pation of N!exican Ameri.,!in ;Itudents .n
:.elected :.xtracurricular Activities, 1-(1".:?-73

0.161.11.

Ac tivity

Particinatn (, ftudents

Total
?articipants

Anglo
Students

i.,1ack

'-tudents

'.111

Students
., , ,

1 N

Band/.:rchestra ;.:/.'11.00
.) 100 134 21": 04

Chorus 1.L7 24 11" 38)L., 17t.,: 224

Yootball 7eam '7":) 594, ,) 19'4, 102 22'! 459

Baskv.,ball Team 122 % '', 58 27": 37 17°! 217

AeitreFzate 1014 e3: 2r 17),*.x 336 21** 1617

Enr,.)liment -;'73,0 u,2, 702 12:!cxA 1593 260/0* x 6085

'.Six middle schools with 10 percent enrollment of Mexican American students:
riffer significantly.

Table 1(- reflects involvement of middle school students by ethnicity in

other selected activities in 1973-74.

Table 1(. ?Fixticipation of ,,,exican American 'fiddle School' Students in
Sele-:ted Extracurricular Activitles, 1973-74

Ar:tiity

ParticipaLIN Students

Anglo Black
-11dents Students Total

Participants

KA
Students

-,

N
4

N ',1)

:-;t..J.dent ';cuncl 170
E.,, a
,),.J ''--1) , 1'14 78 26';", 305

'Jlass '..,ffi-:ers

(2 schools:
4 40.! 3 3 30c!, 10

:Iewspaper ;taff.'

(5 sh,-,oL
--,' i7" D.: 124: 26 20r,' 129

(.1_,Yris 321 71-1 (d0 131 ./3 16-!, 454
.,.,.......

__....

Aw,p:reate r,y,-,
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The data in '2.1.1.14 It indicate that Anclo students were somewhat over-

represented in these extraurricular activities 5 percent) in contrast to

their enrollment proportion (59 per,...ent) and that Mexican American students

were somewhat under-represented (20 percent) in contrast to their enrollment

proportion 26 percent) at the six middle schools. Involvement in these

activities by Black students (15 percents was similar to enrollment proportion

(16 percent'.

Much of the unrepresentation seemed related to club activities. In these,

mostly math and science clubs, Anglo students were over-represented and Mexican

American students were under-represented. Variation among the six schools in

participation of Mexican American students in extracurricular activities did

not appear to be noteworthy.

Discussion of :.xtra-urriular Involvement

The data gathered indicated that Mexican American students at the high

school level do reach their proportionate rate of participation in extra-

curricular activities. They comprised 27 percent of the enrollment at the

three high schools studied and 34 percent of those involved in extracurricular

activities. The only specific activity in which Mexican American students'

participation was unusually low was in girls' drill teams and majorette

squads. Tt might be hypothesized that a minority child might be less likely

to afford private twirling lessons or uniforms for drill squads; however,

the substantial participation by Clack girls in these activities induces a

rejection of that hypothesis.

At the middle school level Mexican American students do not quite reach

their proportionate level of participation. They comprised 26 percent of the

enrollment at tt6 six middle schools examined and 20 percent of those involved
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in extrac'irricular aetivities. The differential between enrollment and

participation in axtracurrinular activities seemed largely due to the poor

representation of exican American students in clubs--math and science,

Aack participation in clubs was low in both middle and high schools,

but par':.1:!ipai,)n in sports other than baseball), drill teams, and majorette

squads was proper tionately hi4711.

Anglo partcipation was .eenerall:, proportionate in most activities.

Anglo st,.1dents were slightly under-represented in sports at the high school

level and over-represente,, in clubs in middle schools.

The extent to which ::exican American students' participation in extra-

...!urricular activlties was affected by out-of-school work was assessed by

asking principals to report the number of students holding jobs that required

their presence during the week. These data indicated that Mexican American

students were not holding out-of-school jobs in disproportionate numbers.

A: those reported working, 56 percent were Anglo, 18 percent were Black,

and 25 percent were exican American. Enrollment at these high schools was,

42 percent Anglo, 30 percent slack, and 27 percent Mexican American.

The Commission suggested 2, p. 40) that special conditions of eligibility

for ,)r expenses incurred as a result of participation in extracurricular activi-

ties mi.J,;ht limit the involvement of minority students. Judging from the data

reported aLoie, neither conditions nor expenses have severely limited Mexican

American student involvement generally, Conversations with each principal;

or his starf, rep:arding such factors indicated that citizenship and/or aca-

demic requirements are i;enerally applied to the election of 1) student body

councils and officers, 2) cheerleaders, and 3) class iavorites, but not of

homeeomira, band queens. There was no evidence that staff-selection or

staff- censorship was combined with student elections, Participation in clubs,
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choral o'oup, 't:ands, athletic teams, girls' drill squads, majorette squads,

ei:c. .t 4enerally conLinrent on interest and lox possession or specific

abi Lty. ndue expenses were reported only for cheerleaders who must

sPend T,l':04200 )n unieorms :ind special instructions.

1:wo rautions should tie applied in analyzing the data related to extra--

curricular participation Ly ethnicity. ethnic data contains error

due to problems related to identification. Ethnic data gathered from the

same population may differ according to the source. 'Two sources were used

(but not in comination) for the present study: teacher and principal identi.

fi,:ation of ethnicity and student self-identification on school registration

forms :tor enrollment purposes. Secondly, the present study has dealt with

numbers of students involved and not the quality or extent of a student's

involvement in a particular activity.

Overageness

The extent to which students may have repeated a grade or missed a year

of 64-..!hool at some point in their school experience was examined by obtaining

the proportions of students, by ethnicity, at each grade level who were over

are for their particular grade level. it is recognized that there are several

reasons why students may be overage for their grade assignmentillness, poor

attendance, et -but the most common reason for overageness is grade repeti=

;ion because of poor classroom performance. Thus, overageness can be perceived

as a wross measure of grade repetition and should be acceptable for the purpose

of makirw i'roup comparisons (2, p. 35).

:7ata in Table 17 report the numbers and proportions of students, by

ethnic itmoup, who were overapje at schools with at least a ten percent Mexican

American enrollment. The data were provided by the Data Center for the final

reporting period of 1.972-73.



Table 1 Percent or' Total 'Overweness. or l'thnic ,IroV'ps in 10% MA Sohoo18,
1072-73

a,T.04.1ems,..e*

Anglo
-Ner-

ageness

black
)ver-

aane:13

ptA.

_Vor-

ageness

School
Enrollment

Per cent Percent Percent
School Percent Percent Percent Anglo Black MA

Springdale 4o . oo 55.040 5.0% 86% 2'% 12%
Worth Heights 17.7% 11.0% 70.3% 16% - 84%
North Hi Mount 18.3L 55.1' 24.4% 79% - 21%
C. F. Austin 65.810 17.0% 17.0% 56% 12% 31%
DeZavala 40.5% 28.9% 30.4% 50% 20% 30%
Charles Nash 14.2% 37.1% 48.5% 22% 19% 59%
Sam Rosen 42.2% 15.51, 42.2% 63% 15% 22%
Circle Park 15.5% 18.8% 65.5% 28% 9% 63%
Denver Avenue 2.9% 22.0% 75.0% 19% 81%
George Clarke 35.2% 39,2% 25.4% 76% 1% 22%
Lily B. Clayton 34.7% 43.4% 21.7% 62% 20% 18%
D. McRae 36.3% 36.3% 27.2% 50% 35% 15%
Polytechnic 41.8% 45.4% 10.9% 69% 19% 12%
Diamond Hill 20.0% 27.1% 52.8% 49% 11% 40%
Washington Hto. 4.3% 23.9% 71.7% 5% 33% 62%
W. J. Turner 41.9% 30.6% 27.4% 52% 25% 23%
Brooklyn Hts. 25.6% 7.6% 66.6% 33% 5% 62%
B. H. Carroll 40.4% 31.9% 27.6% 79% 2% 19%
Hubbard 47.4% 32.0% 20.5% 84% 16%
South Ft. Worth 35.4% 46.7% 17.7% 72% - 27%
Oak Knoll 87.5% 12.5% - 70% 16% 13%
H. V. Kelbing 29.6% 7.4% 62.9% 30% - 69%
M. H. Moore 40.94 32.5% 26.5% 67% - 33%
Carter Park 33.3% 30.3% 34.3% 45% 41% 13%
James Guinn 35.9% 39.0% 23.4% 35% 51% 14%
Kirkpatrick 30.9% 50.3% 18.7% 22% 63% 15%

Elementary
Aggregate 31.6% 31.0% 37.4% 48% 15% 37%

Rosemont 50.4% 12.7% 34.2% 59% 14% 26%
Daggett 49.0 36.7% 13.5% 77% 2% 20%
Stripling 71.5: 6.4% 20.4% 35% 2% 12%
J. P. Elder 26.86,1, 15.5% 57.3% 71% 19% 10%
Riverside 51.6% 31.4% 15.4% 39% 18% 43%
Nieacham 47.35, 6.0e/, 146.1% 53% 9% 37%

Middle
Aggregate 47,6% 16.9% 35.6% 62% 12% 26%

-------- _ _ _._.
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Percent of Total ..:'vertiweness of ';:thnie .;roups in 10j. '!1t BSc Hools (continued)

Schc,ol

Anglo
over-

ageness

Black
,.,ver-

.ageness

MA
(Ver..

ageness

School
Enrollment

Percent

Anglo
Percent
Black

Percent
MAPercent Percent Percent

Norch SIde
Diamond Hill
Technical

40.7°,1,

70.7
29.4'!,

18.110

4.6%

35.2

40.7%
23.7%
34.5%

48%
6111)

37%

21%
8%

29%

31%
27%
34%

High

Aggregate 39.7'/0 25.7% 34.7% 47% 22% 31%

Total
Aggregate 39.2%

......

24.85 36.1% 52% 15% 33%

erences in percentage of enrollment and overages for the Aggregate are
signifi2ant.

Data in Table 17 indicate that Mexican American students comprised 36.1

percent of 'overageness' in contrast to 32.9 percent of the enrollment in

these schools; Black students comprised 24.8 percent of the 'overageness'

and 15.1 percent of the enrollment; Anglo students comprised 39.2 percent

of the 'overageness' and 52.0 percent of the enrollment. All of these differ-

ences in proportions are statistically significant.

For all instructional levels 14.2 percent of Anglo students were over-

aged, 31.1 percent of Black students were overaged, and 20.8 percent of

Mexican Amer -lean students were overaged at these schools. All of the differ -

ences in these proportions are statistically significant.

When examined by instructional levels the same pattern of minority

'overageness' exceeding the appropriate proportion is noted, except that)

at the elementary level, Mexican American students comprised a proportion

of the 'averageness' (37.4 percent) consistent with their enrollment (37.0

percent,. Pifferences at the middle and high school levels were sipmificant.



Ali 0%M.:n3t-,Ion of 'overagenes.s!. Without reference to ethnicity reveals

that 14.o per ent of the elementary students were overaged, 23.6 percent of

the middle school students were overaged, and 21.9 percent of the high school

students were overaged. This significant decrease An 'overageness' may

reflect a change in philosophy regarding student progress generated by

innovated programs at the elementary level (i.e., Bilingual and Follow

Through",

Holding Power of Schools

The V. S. 'omission on Civil Rights has held that a school system's

ability to 'hold' students is "the single most important measure" of its

effectiveness (2, p. 8).

This measure is a difficult one because of the problem of determining,

on a longitudinal basis, what happens educationally to a group of students.

Most 'dropout' information has been generated from cross-sectional or longi=

tudinal studies of enrollment data. After making some allowance for effects

of other factors, the U. S. Commission on Civil Rights estimated that 86

percent Anglo students in the Southwest finished high school in compari-

son to 6) percent of Chicano students (2, p. 10). In Texas, it was estimated.

that ,35 per...lent of the Mglos finished high school in comparison to 53 perm

cent of the ,Iexican American students (2, p. 19).

'1. S. census data is consistent with the finding reported above. Census

data are produced by the J. S. Commission (2, p. 9) to show that Mexican

Americans in the 2-34 age bracket averaged finishing 10.8 years of school

in comparison to 12.6 years averaged by Whites in the United. States. Educa-

tional attainment q* Texans 25 years and older was reported for 1970 by the

(Zfice .)f the lovernor. (OIS, GR-3, p. 248). According to that report 36.6
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percent of tht LIpanish surnamed persons had completed high school in

cYmparison to .)5.0 percent of tht Anglos.

These data imply q..11 etimic factor in dropout tendencies. However,

'social economic status (SES) is uncontrolled in the typical enrollment

statistics or in census data. Inasmuch as Mexican American students are

more likely than Anglo students to represent lower income communities,

their higher dropout rate should partially reflect differences in the

schools' holding power in low and high SES communities.

FWISD Dropout Data

A mini-study by the FWISD Research Department has been proposed for

1974-75 that would examine the extent to which Anglo and Mexican American

students from the slme communities graduate from high school. A check on

all seventh graders who entered four selected FWISD junior high schools in

the fall of 1967 revealed that-aOraximately.one-third of the Chicano chil-

dren ,;raduated on schedule in the spring of 1973 from FWISD high schools.

However, only about one-third of the Anglo children in that cohort from

the sane c'mmunities graduated that year in FWISD. These data imply that

when socio-economic level is controlled, the ethnic factor in dropout rates

may to considerably minimized. Plans have been formulated to collect data

relative to the educational history of the missing two-thirds of both Anglo

and ''hi cano groups during 1974-75.

FWISD 'dropout' data is e,alected from time to time for special pur-

poses. in 1970-71 Title I evaluation requirements caused a survey to be

made at all middle and high schools. Responses of principals to this survey

revealed that 20 percent of the Mexican American students and 10 percent of

the Anglo students at the high school level dropped out of school during that

year. At the middle school level 4 percent of the Mexican American students
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dropped .nit in :,)mparison t. 1 ptent of the Anclo students, l'Topout rates

of Blac students were similar Lo tho.!c AdOos, Considerable questions

exist as the validity of these data '12 priueipal may have used different

criteria or procedures for identifying dropouts. it will be recognized that

the Anglo student: represented the entire ::spectrum of non-affluent and afflu-

ent areas whereas exlean American students, for the most part, represented

non-affluent areas.

Longitudinal enr2lIment data prc-iuced by the MST) Planning Department

revealed a much larger decrease in Mexican American enrollment from grade 8

(1968' to grade 12 (1972) than That revealed for other ethnic groups. The

Mexican American enrollment declined by 0 percent compared to a 17 and a

25 percent decline for Black and Anglos respectively. However, these

decreases within this specific group of students occurred during a period

when total-graue school'enrollments of Mexican American and Black students

increased Anglo total enrollment decreased.% ,These data indicate a higher

dropout rate for Mexican American students.

A synthesis of all 'the data, confounded as it is by the uncontrolled

SES variable, des lend support; to the hypothesis that school systems have

less holding power for Chicano students than for other students.
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SECTION V

MISCELLANEOUS INFORMAnON

Part-Time Work by High School Students

An effort was made to ascertain whether or not larger proportions of

Mexican American students held part-time jobs than other students in view

of the expectation that students working at jobs during the weekdays might

have less opportunity to participate in extracurricular activities and less

time to devote to studies.

Principals of the 10 percent Mexican American high schools were asked

to report, by ethnicity, the number of students holding part-time jobs that

required their presence during weekdays. These data are presented in Table 18.

Table 18. Students Holding Weekday Jobs at 10 Percent MA High Schools

Enrolled
Number
Working

Percent
Working

Anglo Students 1920 436 22.7%**

Black Students 898 142 15.8%**

Mexican-American Students 1289 197 15.3%

Aggregate 4107 775 18.9%

*North Side; D Amon 11-Jarvis; Trimble Tech,
Sitnificant.
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:niC1,2ant1:4. lar,-,er proportion (2:7,' percent)

of Ar4J students tt-, ,,nose hich schools held part-1me jobs than did

either act?. l perent' or hicano percent) students. Although

students in ,,,ffinal work-study courses Jor credit were not generally

included, ctudents In the :leiitbornood .Guth Corps ograr. were included in

the resp nse fznm sThool.

1.tman P,elations

for ;lassroom .:eachers

' nan 7elationJ "c-)cram, provided. teachers on a voluntary

the F1,,i7F 7'epartment of Tnbercultural Felations and the repartment

of re,tc.er (.1u,:!ati..,n, has the purpose of facilitating teacher-pupil and

teacher-parent relations, as well as teacher-teache relations. This training

is perei7ed as being particularly critical in those cases where teachers

are dealing, with children of an ethnicity or socio-economic level that differs

fram their own.

The extent to which classroom teachers in schools serving substantial

proportions of *exican American students have completed the man Relations

traini:v was d termined Ly examining records provided by the Teacher Education

::epartment. The examination included reports of training sessions through

july of 1)73.

fata in Ft1Lb. 19 reveal the number of classroom teachers assigned to the

:10 percent :!.exi.r.an American schools in 1972-73 who had completed the Human

T=elatims trainiry sessjons as of ruly, 1973.
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Numher of
Classroom
7eachers

Completim7
Human Relations

202

21.4'

Ai-c.ref:aot

10'

..,:

1:,chools

ther
,-2chools

10'
A

:ii pools

.'ner
schools

10'

,:chools

Other

2254eL_)3!. 53() 16 . 1'1

1

11.o 11.11:'

13

9.7' 14.C'

133

15.2

'329

14.6%

*A' 3127 classroom teachers in the district, 462 147 percent7had completed Human
Relations 1)73.

-ata in 79.1-le 19 indicate that the proportion of classroom teachers

(15.2 perent assigned to 10 percent exican American schools completing

Atman -elations did not differ significantly from that (14..6 percent) of

,71assroom tea !hers in other schools.

even teen of the twenty-seven elementary principals (63 percent; assigned

to percent exican American' elementary schools completed ,Iuman kelations

sessions compared to 30 (5) percent of the principals assigned to the other

51 elementary schools. three of the six principals (50 percent) assigned to

'10 percent ''exican American' middle schools had completed the training corn-

pared tT six principals (50 percent at the other twelve middle schools.

All three the hip:h school principals assigned to '10 percent :1exican

American' schools had completed Alman kelations as had seven of the princi-

pals at the ')her ten high schools.
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Mexican American Teachers and Students
in Programa en nos Lenguas

Fthnicity of students and the staff of the F1ISD Bilingual Program

(Programa en Los Lenguas is reported in'Table 20. These data were obtained

from the ,:oordinitor of the program.

Table 20. Ethnicity of Students and Staff, Bilingual Program, Spring, 1973

Mexican
American Anglo Black

Group N ot
,0 N % N %

Students* 1698 73.5% 499 21.6% 111 4.8%

Teachers** 32 38.6% 39 47.0% 12 14.5%

Aides 64 97.0`4, 1 1.0% 1 1.0%

Miscellaneous
Professional Staff 17 89.0 2 11.0% 0 -

elementary Mexican American enrollment equalled 3; total district
enrollment equalled 8,616 (Table 1).

The data show that the 1,698 Mexican American students in the Bilingual

Program constituted 19.7 percent of the 8,616 Mexican American students in

the N.= and 34 percent of the 4,943 Mexican American students in the

elementary schools. Nearly all of the thirty-two Mexican American teachers

at the elementary school level (Table 5) were assigned to schools providing

the Bilingual Program.

Pupil Teacher Ratios

Pupil-teacher ratios were examined to determine if differences in this

index of school quality varied with the proportion of Mexican American stu-

dents enrolled. Data were obtained from the Elementary Fducation Division's
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Organization Autimary for November 17, 1912. Ratios were tabulated using

enrollment and classroom teacher assignments for grades 1 through 5 only.

These ratios were then averaged for the various categories of schools identi.r

fied in Table 21,

Table 21. Pupil - Teacher Ratios by Percent of Mexican American Elementary
Students, 1972-73

Percent

Mexican American.

1972-73

Number of
Elementary

Schools

Average
Pupil

per Teacher*

80 - 100 2 29.3

53 - 79 5 28.3

30 - 49 4 27.0

20 - 29 6 26.9

10 - 19 10 26.9

0 - 9 51 28.1

*Grades 1 - 5 only. Source: Organization Summary, Elementary Education
Division, November 17, 1972.

The ratios reported in the table do not reveal any systematic relation-

ship between proportion of Mexican American students and pupil-teacher ratios.

Schools with fewest Chicano children (0 - 9 percent) averaged 28.1 pupils per

class which is shown to be more pupils per class than schools with Mexican

American proportions up to 49 percent. Pupil-teacher ratios averaged 27.9

for all elementary schools combined.

Teacher Experience and Training

An effort was made to determine if the teaching staffs of schools serving

large proportions of Mexican American students differed from those at other

MISD schools on two characteristics that are traditionally expected to relate
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or thIs assesisntent the 'evaluative experienoe' and
1

the degrees held by elementary classroom teachers, oracles 1 - 5, was obtained

for the s.hol year 19'1-74 from the rata Center. These data are reported

in fable 22 .:ategory of ,fexican American percent of the total enrollment.

Tnrellment data pertains to 19"2-73 because 1973-''4 ethnic data was not avail-
.

able at the time of the writing of the present paper.

he 'data indicate that elementary classroom teachers assigned to schools

with lar!J:e proportions of -'.exican American students hold degrees similar to

those assined t :).cols with few exican American students. Proportions of

teachers h:adin-: :Asters' degrees at 50-10'; schools (22 percent) and at

!J.A schools 34 percent' did not differ significantly from the propor-

tion 29 percent holding that degree at schools whose enrollment was 9 percent

or less v,exican American.

Significantly more inexperienced teachers were assigned to schools with

largest proportions of exican American students. The proportion of teachers

at 50-100 !J,A schools on salary schedule steps 0-3 (45 percent) was signifi-

cantly greater than that at schools serving 10-49q Mexican American students

(14 perent Dr schools with )--r Y.exican American students (13 percent).

Conversely, the r)-100'1 ::2L1 schools had significant fewer teachers on salary

schedule steps 4-) or step 10 than other schools. Experience of teachers in

0-9 ite, schools and 10-47!, schools was very similar.
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Table 22, Teaching Experience and Degrees of Elementary Classroom Teachers
by Mexican American Enrollment .

'f, MA

Enrollment
1972-73

No.

Schools

Degrees 'Aeld Evaluated Experience
(Steps on Salary Schedule

0 - 3 4 - 9 10

Bachelor
Degree

Masters
Degree

50 - 100° 7 78',/0
02/0 45%** 38%** 17/0**

10'74 -- 20 660.6 34% 14% 471 39%

0 - 9" 51 715 29% 13% 49% 38%

Aggregate 78 71% 29% 16%. 48% 36%

*Source: Printout provided by the Data Center for the Comparability Studv
dated November 6, 1973.

**Proportion differs significantly from the proportion for the 0-9% MA
categor.j.
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SECTION VI

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

The FWISD Department of Research and Evaluation was assigned the task

In the fall of 1973 of gathering evaluative data relative to Mexican Ameri-

can students within the FWISD. This first presentation of data is patterned

after the first two of a series of reports made by the U. S. Commission on

Civil Rights on the educational status of Mexican Americans in the Southwest.

The data reported by the U. S. Commission were gathered in the fall of 1968

from all districts in the Southwest and in the spring of 1969 from districts

whose Mexican American student enrollment equalled or exceeded ten percent.

The present paper reports data relative to 1) the enrollments of Mexican

American students, 2) the employment of Mexican Americans, and 3' the school

success of Mexican American students. These FWISD data were collected pri-

marily in 1972-73. Major findings are reported below by those three general

categories.

Findings about Mexican American Students

Data gathered relative to the 1972-73 enrollment of Chicano students in

the FWISD generated the following findings:

1) Mexican American students comprised a smaller propor.

tion of students in the FWISD (10.6 percent) than in

Texas (20.1 percent) or the Southwest (17.2 percent).

2) The proportion of Mexican American students decreased

With grade level: elementary schools, 13,2 percent;

middle schools, 9,6 percent; high schools, 7.3 percent,
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Mexican American students were not isolated in the

FWISD to the extent reported for the Southwest or

Texas,

Twenty-seven of the 78 elementary schools
have a Mexican American enrollment pro-
portion of at least 10 percent, but Chicano
students are in the majority (Appendix A)
in only seven. Data in Table 3 reveal
that 71.4 peroent of the sasr Mexican
American students attended schools in
which they were in the minority.
In contrast, only one-third of the Mexican
American students in Texas attended schools
in 1968-69 in which Mexican American stu-
dents were in the minority. No Chicano
student attended a middle school or high
school in which Mexican American students
were in the majority in the FWISD.

Findings about Mexican American Staff Members

Data gathered in 1972-73 relative to the employment of Mexican Americans

generated the following findings:

4) Lata in Tables 5 and 6 indicate that differences

between proportions of Mexican American students

and proportions of Mexican American teachers in

the FWISD are similar, but somewhat larger, than

those existing in Texas and the Southwest.

In the FWISD 2.2 percent of the classroom
teachers were Mexican American in comparison
to 1066 percent of the students. The ratio
of Chicano pupils to Chicano teachers (128:1)
was somewhat larger than that reported for
Texas (98A) or the Southwest (120:1). The
largest discrepancy existed at' the elementary
level, where 159 Mexican American pupils were
in attendance for each Mexican American
teacher (Table 6):

005",
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5) Mexican American teachers arc not assigned primarily

to schools serving large proportions of Mexican Ameri-

can students.

Sixty percent or the Mexican American
teachers in the NISI) are assigned to
schools in which Mexican American stu-
dents are in the minority. in contrast,

eighty-two percent of the Mexican Ameri-
can teachers in Texas are assigned to
schools in which Mexican American children
are in the majority (Table 7). At no

FWISD school does the proportion of Mexican
American teachers exceed 31 percent (Table 4).

6) One principal with a Spanish surname was employed by

the FWISD. No Mexican American vice-principals were

employed.

7) At schools with at least a 10 percent enrollment of

Mexican American students, the proportion of Mexican

Americans on the professional staff was 5.2 percent

in contrast to a Mexican American student enrollment

of 32.8 percent (Table 9).

8) The proportion of instructional aides Who were Mexican

American closely approximates the proportion of Mexican

American students (Table 9).

A few cafeteria workers and custodians
were Mexican American, but no Mexican
American secretaries were reported in schools.

9) Five certificated (3.7 percent) and five non-certificated

(3.8 percent) Mexican Americans were employed at the

central aiministrative complex (Table 10).
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Findings about the
School. Success of Mexican American Students

Data gathered relative to school success indices of Mexican American

students generated the following findings:

10) The academic achievement of Mexican American stu-

dents, as a.groups is low.

In 1971-72 the average composite score
earned by Mexican American seniors on
a standardized achievement test battery
ranked at the 1601e of all students who
took the test nationally. In contrast,
the average Anglo student earned a com-
posite score that ranked at the 53%ile
(Table 11). Test results were similar
in 1972-73 (Table 12).

11) Scores of Mexidan American students on standardized

tests decreased is grade levels increased (Tables 11

and 12).

12) Participation of Mexican American high school stu-

dents in extracurricular activities was generally

appropriate to their enrollments

Data in Table 14 reveal that in 1973-74
the proportion of high school students
participating it selected extracurricular
activities who were Mexican American (34
percent) significantly exceeded their
enrollment proportion (27 percent).

13) Participation by Mexican American students in extra-

curricular activities at the six 10% MA middle schools

did not reach a level appropriate to their enrollment,

due primarily to their absence from math and science

clubs (Table 16),

Mexican American students comprised 26
percent of the enrollment and about 20
percent of those involved in extra-
curricular activities (Tables 15 and 16),
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14) Mexican American students comprised a proportion

(37.4 percent) of soveraed' elementary students

that was consistent with their enrollment (37

percent) oL 10% MA elementary schools (Table 17).

However, at the middle school and the
.

high school levels, the proportions of
'overaged' students who were Mexican
American (35.6 and 31f.7 per cent respec-
tively) significantly exceeded their
enrollment proportion (26 percent and
31 percent respectively).

15) Larger proportions of Mexican American high school

students leave school prior to graduation than do

Anglo students.

The U. S. Commission estimates that 53
percent of the Chicano and 86 percent
of the Anglo students graduate from
high school in Texas (2, p. 10).

Miscellaneous Findings

Other miscellaneous data gathered generated the following findings:

16) Mexican American high school students do not

hold a non-proportionate share of out-of-school

jobs (Table 18).

A larger proportion of Anglo students
(22.7 percent) work part-time jobs than.
do Mexican American students (15.3 percent).

1/) The proportion (15.2 percent) of teachers serving

10% MA schools who have completed "human relations"

training is similar to that (14.6 percent) at schools

with few Mexican American students (Table 19),

18) in 1972-73 the Min "Programa en Dos Lenguas" served

approximately 34.4 percent of the Mexican American

elementary children (Table 20) 4
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19) Pupil-teacher ratios at elementary schools serving

large proportions of Mexican American students did

not differ from those at other elementary schools

(Table 21).

The smallest pupil-teacher ratios in
the elementary schools were reported
at schools where 10-49 percent of the
students were Mexican American.

20) Degrees held by classroom teachers at schools with

large proportions of Mexican American students were

similar to those held by teachers at other schools

(Table 22).

More classroom teachers (34 percent) at
10-49 percent Mexican American schools
held Master's degrees than at other schools.

21) Classroom teachers at elementary schools serving the

largest proportions of Mexican American students had

less teaching experience than those at other elementary

schools.

At the seven elementary schools in which
Mexican American students were in the
majority, 45 percent of the teachers had
less than four years of evaluated teaching
experience.

Limitations of the Present Study

Constraints of resources and time prevented the gathering of data

relative to all possible problem areas. Ongoing research might examine

the following concerns:

1) Reasons for Mexican American students leaving school

prior to graduation;

2) The extent to which Mexican Americans who graduate

from high school enter college;

0061

55



3) The extent to which guidance and counseling services

meet the specific needs of Mexican American students;

Teacher-pupil interaction in classrooms with substan-

tial numbers of Mexican American students;

51 Mexican American students' perception of school;

61 Attitudes of teachers and administrators toward

Mexican American students;

7) Teachers' and administrators' knowledge of Mexican

American culture and history;

Treatment of the contributions of Mexican Americans

to the development of Texas, the Southwest and

America by curriculum materials;

9) Involvement of Mexican American parents in school

affairs;

10) Number of and educational problems related to students

attending public schools schools who are Mexican

Nationals.
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APPENDIX A

Elementary Schools by Proportion
of Mexican American Students

80% - 100% Mexican American Enrollment (2)

#3 Worth Heights
#15 Denver Avenue

50% - 79% Mexican American

#9
#13
#26
#3I
#42

Charles Nash
Circle Park
Washigton Its.
Brooklyn Hts.
H. V. Helbing

810,

8110

Enrollment (5)

59%
63%
62%

69%

30%.- 49% Mexican American Enrollment (4)

#6
#8
#25

#57

20% - 29%

#4
#10
#12
#18
#27
#34

#1
#19
#20
#21
#32
#33
#41

#7o
#71

Stephen F. Austin
DeZavala
Diamond Hill
M. H. Moore

31%

3)%
40%

33t

Mexican American Enrollment (6)

North Hi Mount
E. M. Daggett
Sam Rosen
George Clarke
W. J. Turner
South Port Worth

21%
24%
22%
22%
23%
27%

Mexican American Enrollment (10)

Springdale
Lily B. Clayton
D. McRae
Polytechnic
B. H. Carroll.

Hubbard
Oak Knoll
Carter Park
James Guinn
Kirkpatrick

12%
18%

15%
12%

19%
16%
13%
13%
14%

15%

2L:21 Mexican American Enrollment (51)

#7 Morningside =5%
#16 R. Vickery 0
#22 Tandy
#23 Sagamore Hill 4e4

#24 Riverside 7%
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APPENDIX A (cont.)

'exiclanNiter!c!an Enrollment (continued)

Arlin ;ton :its. 6'

.youth Ai Mount 50

Lavid K. Sellars 32:

2Aklawn -7:,

02.

1 9

;F33

P-35

#36 Forest Hill 62,,

#37 Alice Carlson
toro,

436 :akhurst 300

#39 East Handley 1%

#40
lit43

Mcadowbrook
S. S. Dillow

3q,

2%
4.4 Westcliff 4%
#45 J. :. Stevens 1%
#47 M. I. Phillips 4/0

#L. Pidglea West 3%

#49 Bluebonnet 5%

#50 Glen Park 7%

#51 Wycliff 4%

#52 :r7 en 2%

#53 West Handley 2%

#54 South Hills 6%

#55 Mitchell Blvd. 1%

#56 Bonnie Brae 4%

#58 Ridclea Hills 1%

#59 3reenbriar 7%
#61 Eastland 3%
#62 Burton Hill 6%

#1:".3 W, M. green 3%
#C4 Eastern Hills 0

#65 Waverly Park 2%

g6 Tanglewood 0

#-67 A. Pate 0

#6 4-i.uce Shulkey 5%

/73 r'omo 4%

#.75 7f3rsia Williams 7%

7r Dunbar 0

#'7 , W. Carfer 0

#75 ;Dsedale Park 1%

079 East 'Ian Zandt 0

#80 Behbrook 5%
OA Sunrise 3%
#82 ,arroll Peak 0

Mi2,4 Theodore Willis 5''

#85 Western :fills 1%
W;C, Westcreek 5"4

.0.37 J. P. voore 1%

4,.3 Atwr)od McDonald 1%

006

6o



"
61

Needs Asseosmem tthientc;

?WI:SD 'C'epartment

AIM: "IMEIR()VING T:r_17 :,'11X.1(!AN A!'.11;IIICAN sT puvrs

Tentative Areas Selected for V.Y.aminatlon

In- School Success of Mexican American Students

1. Scores on standardized tests on readin and possbly mathematics

2. Percent of Mexican American graduates entering co1le ;e

3. Dropout rates: a) including suspended students who did not return
b) family-by-family study if possine
c! focus on causes

4. Attendance

5. Aspirations of students

6. Students' perception of school

7. (7,rade repetition

8. participation in extra-curricular

School Environment

1. Pr do of Mexican American teachers to total techinK staff
(ompare with student ratio)

2. Ethnicity of teachers within the "Programa en ?.cos Lenguas"

3. Percent of Fort Worth ::Ixican American students reached by the
"Programa en Dos Lenguas"

4. Ratio or Mexican American aides in P;IITT and "iTorryama en Dos
Lenguas-

nstory or ratios of 'Jexican teaers in 7H12D

6. :;:rforts to recruit and' or train e.,,j(!rin Anr!rlcan t.0fa.chers and

instructional aides

A7ailability of exiran A.merlan counselor: :, par°.icularly at
.schools ser7inr, a sutstantial number of (-!xi(al.. American students

8. Mailability of ,4exican American adminisixatorr, in :11151-) and
particular17 in schools servin a L.,u-,t,antial numlor or Mexican
American studnt.",
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APPFNDIX ont.)

Teacher-pupil classroom ratios in schools with high concentrations
of Mexican American students (compared to ratios in other schools)

10. Attitudes of teachers and administrators toward Mexican American
students

11. Teachers' and administrators' knowledge of Mexican American
culture; history, contemporary movements, and local communities

12. Ratio of Mexican AmeriCan secretaries, clerks, and cafeteria personnel

13. Quality and quantity of the treatment by curriculum materials of
the contributions of Mexican Americans to the development of
Texas, the Southwest and America

14. Inclusion of Mexican American students in work-study programs

15. Extent to which the menus implemented in school cafeterias serving
large proportions of Mexican American students reflect their unique
tastes and life-styles

16. Proportions of teachers in schools serving large concentrations
of Mexican American students who have completed the human-relations
training program (ESAP)

Miscellaneous Factors Possibly Related to Student Success

1. Percent of Mexican American high school students working at
part-time jobs

2. EXtent to which special. Mexican American parent-groups organized
to provide viability to special educational programs are involved
in decision-making

Present dissemination of the annual evaluation of "Programa en
Dos Lenguas

4. Comparison of expenditure-per-child in schools serving high con-
centrations of Mexican American students and other schools

5. Home environmental features:

a) Language dominance in the home
b) Educational attainment of parents
c) Educational material available in homes (i.e., books,

newspapers, magazines)
d) Parent-participation in school life

Assess the variation of Mexican Amerian parents'
involvement in school life from school to school

e) Parents' aspirations for children
f) Family patterns relative to graduation or dropout

006



BEST COPY A1110811

63

APP:.,.; `I :X i!

Comments the 'W SD Personnel Department Relative
to 'indings about Mexioan American SLafC Members

Finding k1 l ). 45) : 'teachers

Mexican American teachers are in demand throughout the Southwest
and the 1nited States. The recruiting schedule (Appendix 1)) gives
evidence that Fort Worth ISD is making every effort to find and
employ liexican American teachers.

Finding #3 (p. 40: Administrators

Qualified people are not available. Those who are qualified are
sought by industry as well as school systems throughout the nation.

Finding #5 (p. 4t 1: Secretaries

Qualified persons have not applied as vacancies have occurred.

Fihding 'K, (p. 491: Teacher Experience

Nearly all of the Mexican American teachers available for employment
are recent graduates from college. Mexican American teachers with
experience tend to migrate back to the southern part of the state.
A study hy Pr. Jack Price, Assistant Director of Personnel, revealed
that a large percent of the Mexican American teachers in the FWISD
leave after one year. For the school years 1969-70 through 1972-73
40 percent of the newly employed Mexican American teachers left at
the end 3C their first year of employment with the FWISD.

Most the Anglo teachers in the FWI3D live in the eastern, Western,
and southwestern parts of the city. Over the years that these people
are a.cumulatim, experience, they tend to transfer to the areas in
whic;-, they live. This is purely a matter of economics and convenience.



.March

James ::ehmann**

March 5 -7
Joe *)r('l

Harold Williams

March 12-13
Jac,. :'rice

Augusted Whitted

March 12-15
Joe :."artnez,*

March 19-0
Joe Minor
Howard McClendon

March 19-21
C. J. r2artwright
Jim Jones

March 1.8-2
Jack ?rice

March 18-20
Harold Williams
Curtis Savannah

March 1)-20
:Blake Sickles
Alice Contreras**

March 27-28
Atrold Williams
Joe Ben Freeman

March
ames :rtii to
Betty ?eyes*.*

March 2(,--22

.7oe ''ord

Benson G"rsin

parch 2'
-art !nev.*

A HE !X 7'

'7 ! DLR RECRT,T1 T P.M FOR 1974- 7 17

Pan American Univ. *

Texas A & I Univ.*

Fast Texas State Univ.
Southeastern :;tote College
Fast Central State College

North Texas State Univ.

Texas A & I Univ. @ Laredo*.
St. Mary's Univ.*
Our Lady of the Lake College*
Univ. of Texas 2 San Antonio*

Stephen F. Austin Univ.

Angelo State Univ.*
Howard Payne College
Tarleton State Univ.

St. Edward's Univ.h
Univ, of Texas @ Austin
Southwest Texas State Univ.

Texas Tech Univ.
Westlexas State Univ.

Texas Christian Univ.

Texas Wesleyan College,

Texas Woman's Univ.*

Texas A & M Univ.
Baylor Univ.

tiniv. of Texas Arlington

0071

Edinburg
Kingsville

Commerce
Durant, Okla,
Ada, Okla.

Denton

Laredo
San Antonio
San Antonio
San Antonio

Nacogdoches .

San Angelo
Brownwood
Stephenville

Austin
Austin
San Marcos

Lubbock
Canyon

Fort Worth

Fort Worth

Denton

College Station
Waco

Arlington
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March 27-2t3

Bennie Hamilton
A. B. Truitt

April 1-3
Joe Martinez**
James Lehmann**

April 2-5
Jack Price.

April 9
Harold Williams
Joe Ross

APPENDIX p (cont.)

Hardin Simmons Uriv,
MoMurry College
Abilene Christian College

New Mexico State Univ,
Univ. of Texas El Paso4(

Univ. of New Mexico*

Oklahoma State Univ.
Central State College
Univ. of Oklahoma

Midwestern Univ.

*Schools with large percent of Mexican American students.
**Mexican American recruiter

Abilene
Abilene
Abilene

Las Cruces, N, M,
El Paso

Albuquerque, N. M.

Stillwater, Okla.
Edmond, Okla.
Norman, Okla,

Wichita Falls
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REalliTiNG WNICAN AKRIXAN TEACHERS
t9O 1,9L1

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

Just prior to the Lichoul v. , r t9O8-69 the Pout Worth personnel department was
eacher recroLwnt e:,panded to include thirty-rive colleges.

Special emphasis was placed opo t.ccruLtti; teachers of minority races.

66

In the foul: yo,tu!; toor:;ani-alion, 45, 49, 48 and 35 colleges were
cvernited in an effort to inc: di. bust pussibto teachers for the Fort Worth ISD.
Durin.t the four yenr ltom 1909-19/J lievoral colleges were added to the re..
crultin;; ist bet: !laic 01. the student. populations or these schools
wore Mexican meticails, Eaalorn Ayu Leo, incarnate Word, New Mexico State,
Our Lady or the LA,Q, PLal AWLAC4:10, So.thwest Texas State, Southern Colorado,
Texas AU, Texa.; Womn's Univovsit>, Trinity University, University of Albuquerque,
University ol Covpts Christi, Univetsity of New Mexico, and the University of Toms
at El Paso were added tdr this reason atone.

ieveral college; were cut from the recruiting schedule after one or more visits to
tne campuses, La;) action was taken wnen few or no Mexican American students signed
up to be interviewed by the rectutters and the cost of campus visits was excessively
high in relation to the number of siudenis interviewed. Recruiting at some of the
schools listed above arc expensive in reiaiion to the number of teachers interviewed,
but they are kept on the recruiting schedule because it is felt that visits to these
colleges might eventually prove fruitful.

The information below shows the schools that were recruited front 1969-1973 becauSe
of a high concentration of Mexican American students. The cost of recruiting does
not include the salaries of the recruiters. A breakdown of recruiting expenses was
not made until. the 1970-71 school year.

Angelo State
TWU

Tex. AM
Pan Am
CTO
SW Tex,

Crinity

Incarnate Word
LAY of Lake

Univ. of Albuquerque

1970-/1

No. Interviewed No. Responded
_ With Application

10 8

29 9

14 4

7 3

3

19 5

2 2

0
4 2

2

0 Interviewed Co::t ot. Go8t Por Cost Per
L2111.111.t. 0 oRespnded

_..., __ ILLL fntprylow 4eApnRIN.

Au:;(..lo State 16-7 $ 02.10 $ .3,138 ...; 8,87
1WU 29-18 0 0 0
1:c..,- Ad 10-4 M./0 10.57 26.42
Pan Am 2-1 91,00 - 47,00 94,00
U. of N. Xexlcu 10-15 10/.(6 3,59 6.30
1.11..;' 13- / 1 .1)0 10.08 18.71
;gib! lex, I.1-14 J6.1)n 1.83 4.19
Adimi :t..lte 134 80,...,0 5.71 21.h2
.1f.,. (...olo. A. 1.5-6 t1',:i0

'') 77 14.2
Trinity 9-4 3/./4 4.20 9.44
Incarnate Word 0-0 007 37.14 37.74 37.74
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RECRUITING
Page 2

Our Lady of. Lake 20

APPENDIX E (cont.)

37.74 18,87

tint: ot: recruitiur, for 19./0 il wa:1 ,;232.1.14

Average cost per LutotvIew wa :; $2, 27

Average. cost per respouou woo $4.40

67

37.74

1911,,_72 # Interviewed
# Rosponded
ft Hired

Cost

Pox

Trip

Cost

Per

Oteryiew

Cos

Per

&ftamoi&sak..:...2i1g.&.9

Angelo State 31-23-0 $ 44.80 $ 1.45 8 1.9,E
SW T. 23-10-1 60.70 2.64 6.0t
Tex; AI 14-6-1 13t.30 9.38 21.

Pan AM 6-6-2 115.65 14.46 19:10-
UTEP 73-0 106.41 15.20 35,01
U. N. Mexico' 14 -10 -2 106.41 7.60 10.44
N, Flex, State 14-6-0 106.41 7.60 17.4
TWU 42 -30 -2 23.76 .57 .14

Cost of recruiting for 1971.72 was $2866.64
Average cost per interview was $2.65
Average cost per 'response was $5.04

19_'x+ 7.3 / Interviewed Cost Cost Cost
ft Responded Per Per Per

C_OlAvge. # Hired Trip Interview Bos &Rola

Ad8e10 State 15-10-0 $143.22 $ 3.18 $ 4.77
TeX. A41 9-3-0 194.05 21.56 64.68
Pan Am 13-5-0 194.05 14.93 38.81
Sut Ross 9-4-2 138.31 15.37 34.38
UTEP 14-1301 138.31 9.88 10.64
U. Nuw Mexico 20-104 138.31 6.92 13.83
N. Mex. State 14-6-0 138.31 9.88 23.05
TWU 28-24-2 0 0 0

Cost uE recruiting 19/2-73 was $2587.92
Avetate cost per interview was $3.17
Average cost per response was $5,15

RES_UIS,5 a UM:EGAN_ A1,1ERIC,ANS F( R_ 1972_-7_3_ SC110.01,___YEAR

Lggi(L:401L('
4 Mexicin Americans tatervkved

11

apptted
3 offered (I accepted, 2 declined)

I IcajLLLE-111AQ11

6 Xextc,10 Americans 1nterv1ewed
1 appIted
1.

ii ti
offered (declined)

nn
U Mexican' Americans Lntervlewed

V. _,.o1; Nem Mexico

0 Mexican Americans interviewed
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APPENDIX E cont,)

Mexican Americans intoLvlewed

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

"Pidicd
olacrod (cue accepted, one declined)

PartMe0..can
MOALCan AmeriC4U8 interviewed

4
4 II

rr oal.!0:(1 (two accepted, two declined)

Mexican Americans interviewed.17

10
u applied

10 II II offered
4 I/ Ii hired

ALLALLSANG. RESULTS ViCAN AMERWANS FOR F973-74 SCHOOL YEAR

1412112DiaLt
0 Mexican Americans interviewed

N5 Muxico 3tate
Mexican American interviewed

0 11 applied

yG 4111

8 Mexican Americans interviewed
applied

1
.11 11 ofiered (rejected) The other Mexican American was

English/Soc. Studies and there were no openings in
this field.

Ros,
Mexican Americans interviewed

0 applied

5 Mexican Americans interviewed
applied

offered (Major wars music-there were no openings in this
field)

5 Mexican Americans interviewed
3

1I rl applied
offered (Three accepted. One, of the two that were not

offered had at poor file, the other was a Spanish/
history teacher for which there were no openings,)

Mex_Qo
3 Mexican Americans Interviewed

applied
11 offered (His Cietd WS social studies)

U.
3 Mexican Americans interviewed
3 "

I, applied
J offered (One hirel declined)

t.
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APPENDIX 70

Bilingual Program Personnel

Fort Worth Independent Schools
1969 - 1974

1969-70

. Fifteen Mexican American elementary teachers were hired for the
Bilingual Program for the school year 1969-70.

Eight of these teachers terminated prior to or at the end of the
school year.

Two of the teachers who terminated were reemployed at a later time.

Six of the fifteen Were employed in the school system at the time
of this report. One is the assistant coordinator of the Bilingual.
Program, one is a curriculum writer and another is a counselor in
the Bilingual Program.

Four of the fifteen teachers have been continuously employed in the
Fort Worth Independent School District since 1969..

1110-71

. Thirteen new Mexican American teachers were hired for the Bilingual
Program for 1970-71.

. Seven of the teachers terminated during, or at the end of the school
year. Two returned at a later time.

Seven of the thirteen were employed in the Fort Worth Independent
School District: at the time of this report, Two are curriculum
writers, one is a program assistant, and one is a Title One resource
teacher.

. Five of the thirteen teachers have been continuously employed since
1010.

.1011,'_72

Eighteen Mexican American teachers were employed for the elementary
Bilingual Program for 1971-72.

Five of the teachers terminated during the school year or at the end
of the year. One of these teachers returned to the system later.

. Eleven of the teachers are still employed in the Port Worth Indepen,.
dent School. District, Four of the eleven are program assistants in.
the Bilingual Program,

Ten of the eighteen teachers have been continuously employed in the
Fort Worth Independent School Dtstrict.
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APPRIDIX F (cont.)

1972-73
. Fifteen Mexican American teac:.ers were employed for the Bilingual,
Program for 1972-73. Two had been in the program at a previous time.

. Four of these teachers terminated during or at the end of the school
year.

. Eleven were employed in the school system at the time of this report.

197374
Sixteen Mexican American teachers were employed for the Bilingual
Program for this year. Two of the sixteen teachers had served in
the Bilingual Program before. One of the latter is employed as a
team leader.

. One of the sixteen was employed as a visiting teacher.

. One teacher has already resigned.

1166(J)(_ Cr- A. (_,44tilec_ 114e.cut4,(.1
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APPENDIX H 74

TOWARD QUALITY EDUCATION

FOR MEXICAN AMERICANS

SiNKARY

REPORT VI: MEXICAN AMERICAN EDUCATION STUDY

Copy of this Report may be obtained by writing:

OFFICE OF INFORMATION AND PUBLICATIONS

U. S. COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20425
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CONCLUSIONS

In this report, the Cocuolostort hoe attt.mpted to iduntlfy specific

conditions and practices that bear on the failure of eohoole in the.

Southwest to provide equal educationel opportunity to Mexican Ameriean

students. The specific areas selected foe inquiry were curriculum;

school policies on grade retention, ability grouping and placement in

classes for educable mentally retarded; teacher training; and counsel=

ing: In each of these areas the Commission has docUmented the inade=

quacies of the schools and their lack of concern for Mexican American

children, who represent nearly 20 percent of the school enrollment in

the Southwest. In addition, this report examined the actions of the'

Federal Government to see what sort of efforts had been .made under Title

VI of the 196f4 Civil Rights Act to assure equal educational services 'Ear

Chicanos,

The findings of this report reflect more than inadequacies regard=

ing the specific conditions end practices examined. They reflect a

systematic failure of the educational process, which not only ignores

the educational needs of Chicano students but also suppresses their

culture and stifles their hopes and ambitions. In a very real sense,

the Chicano is the excluded student.

The process of exclusion is complex, Each corpponent is strong in

its on right, but in combinetion ahoy crest:el situation which almost

inevitably leads to educational failure of Mexican American studentge

uo
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Me process involves not only the schools thematIves, but all other

agencies z.nd institutions that make decisions upon public education

in the Southwestdeetfdons regarding who will teach, what will be

taught, and ho,4 it will be taught.

Mfixican Am!rican children, like all children, enter school already

having acquired 'con3tderable knodledge and skills. Learning does not

comece when children begin school, but much earlier. By the time

children ennr sLhcol they have learned a language; they have absorbed

A culture, aed they have gained a sense of values and tradition. from their

familiea and communities.

Zntrance into p.ihlic school brings about an abrupt change for all

children, but for many Mexican American children the change is often

shattering. alle knowledge and skills they have gained in their early

years are regarded,as valueless in the world of the schools. 'The

language which most Chicano children have learnedSpanishis not

the language of the school and is either ignored or actively suppressed.

Even when the Spanish language is deemed an acceptable r,odium of

communication by the schools, the Chicano's! particular dialect is often

considered "substandard" or no language at all. English, a language in

which many Chicano children are not fluent, is the exclusive language

of instructio.1 in most schools of thr. Southwest. Yet,with little or no

assistance, Mexican American ch4drun are expected to master thin language

while competing on equal terms with their Anglo classmates,

The curriculum which the schools offer seldom includes items of

patticular relevance to Chicano children and often damages the
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per,;eption which Chicanos hnve gained of thvAr culture and heritage,

It is curriculum developed by nfloncies and institutions from which

Mxican Americans are almost entirely ecluded.

Chicano children also are taught primarily by teachers who are Anglo.

Generally, these teachers are uninforued on the culture that

Chicanos bring to school and unfamilia'r with the language they speak.

The teachers themselves have been trained at institutions staffed

almost entirely by Anglos,and their training and practice teaching do

little to develop in them the skills necessary to tench Mexican American

children.

Under these conditions Chicano children are more likely than their

Anglo classmates to have problems in dealing with the alien' school

environment. Many need guidance and advice 1.4hich school counsel-

ors are supposed to provide. But only rarely are Mexican American children

able to find a Mexican American counseldr to confide in or one with

Some understanding of their background. The overwhelming majority of

counselors are Anglo 3, trained in Anglo dominated institutions. Trainin,#

programs provide little to equip them to deal sensitively and effectively

with Chicano children. Moreover, the ratio of students to counselors is

so high as to preclude All but the most cursory and superficial guidaneg.

Counselors hove little alternatire but to advise 1,1xican American

children on the basis of information which annv recognize n5 inadequate

ond even inaccurate.

These are among the conditionq.and practices ihich aerie to insure

poor performance by Chicano students. Widespread assignment practices
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which purport to be educationally beneficial to students who are not

"achieving " do little more than provide official reognition that Chicano

children are failing and serve to exonerate the school from any blame.

Thus, children who have not acquired sufficient mastery over the matorial

at a particular grade level are retained in grade and separated from their-

promoted clas:.mates. No special diagnosis of their problems or special

help 3 provided. Rather, they are recycled through the same educational

program that already has been proven inappropriate. Chicano children are

retained in grade at more than twice the rate for Angles.

Most of the schools 'in the 8outhwest practice some form of ability

groupirw--placcment of students in classes based upon their perceived

"ability." Although mobility between different ability groups is

theoretically possible, in practice it seldom occurs. Once a child is

placed in a low ability group class, he is unlikely to leave it. Chicano

students are grossly overrepresented in low ability group classes and

underrepresented in b4.gh ability group classes.

In some cases children are considered so deficient as to be incapable

of functioning in normal classes. These children are placed in special

classes.for the educable mentally retarded. If it is difficult for a

child placed in a low ability group class to move to a higher ability

group, it is even more exceptional for a child ansined to a class for

the educAble mentally retarded ever to leave it. Chicano children are

Wo and one-half times as likely as Anglos to be placed in such classes:
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Thu criteria which govern docisions concerning the;i0 school practicwo

necessarily work to the disadvduLai of Chicano students, already severely

handicapped by other school conditions and practices. Students arcs

79

valuated and assigned on the haAs or tho suhjective Judgment of totiehors

and counselors, nearly all, of whom ore Anglo, and the results of standiOdtaed

tests, which carry a heavy Anglo middle class bias. A disproportionate

tu-cats, arc' labeled failures and are plaeednumber of MeNican American s d

in low ability groups, retained in grade, or assigne t.o classes for the

educable mentally retarded. These practices have demonstrated their in.

effectiveness as technique3 to upgrade the quality of education for

Mexican Arpican students. They are, in effect; a poor substitute for

the needed changes in educational programs that would accomplish this result,

The process de:,eribed above veprosents a self-fulfilling prophecy,

The educational system has established a set of conditions which greatly,

impedes the success of Chicano children:

Chicanos are instructed in a language other than the one with which

they are most familiar.
*

v.
4 t 4_, 4

Se

The curriculul consists o textbooks and courses; which ignore the

Mexican American baci:ground and heritage,

Chicanos are usually tau,;la± by teachers whose own culture and back=

grmnd arc different 'rd Lr;linitv; them ignorant and insensi.

hive to the educational nendo oL Chicano student!;,

And when Chicano pupils seek guidance from counselors they rarely

can obtain it and e'ven moir! rarrily (tom a M.?xican American coum,etc,

0 U
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lioving established the conditions that assUro failulc, tho schools

then jud:le the performance oC Chicano children, and here al!,e, the to,Jt

is sonrlly not a fair ono,

Many Moxicin Amricans give up thin unfair competition and drop out

of school before graduation. Even of those who remain, most cannotser-

form at wade level. In eCfe t, theschools have predicted faiture and

then, by thetr on actions, ansured that, this prediction comes true.

The process of cultural exelusien, by which the nerds and rights of

Mexican American students are largely ignored, carries over into the

area or civil rights lair enforcement. Title VI or the Civil Rights Act

of 1964, which prohibit:3 discrimination in any program or activity

receivini; Federal financial ansistanco, has been an effective in

for contik; ram: a,;pocts of discrimination in public education.

Under thin law, the Department of Health, Education,and Welfare

has attacked the problem of racial segregation in ..;chools in the Deep

South with su!rle degree of success.

Until. recently HEW ignored almost entirely the problem of the

clneatzional t&VVICUS to Chicano students in
14 4 a* 41 44 44 411 411

6 I. 46 41.64 s ,44 4, 4 . 616' a:

1
1

the Southwest. In recent. years, the D2partment increasingly has turned

its attention toward. this whim and has established firmer requirements

atmc?d at assuring equal educat'enat opportunity for Chicanos. These efforts,

how(!v-r, ), er.iain far Crom L;ttle in the way or HEW ri.ources

is devoted to the civil rights denials perpetrated against Mexican American

studenti,and the Depart.m0nt hls been niow to mnke use of its main enforce-

ment wel;,on--tormintion of assistanceoven in en sea
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involving blotdut viol.itions. For purposcs ot Fedord i.v i L r..hts

enforeement, al wQ11. as in nil ot.hPr aspects 01 Lheir educaLlon, :>;in

Amctican $tuComtc. are Lain lorg,Ay iguor,16..

To understand Cully the dimvu51.0n3 of 1h,.! education,ll prthiems

facing t!2XiCr,d Amoricans in tha S iithwu Ui thAt thot,a prob-

lems did not aiCect only 1.1%!.:ican Americans, but all students generally.

' Forty vreont oE pl1 students in the Southwer: would 1;ail to

graduate from high school.

Three of every five 12 eh Iradcrs in Southvust would be reading

below grade level.

' Sixteen percent of all studentr in the r.outhwest would ee requirod
.

to repeat the first grade (or failure to perform at An Acceptable

academic level.

In the foee of so missive 8 fii. lure on the pa,..t of the cducationit

estlblishment, drastic reforms would, without ql...stion, be iu,tituted

and instituted swiftly. These are precisely the dimensions of the

educitional fatluce with respe.ct to X.:'xican AmE,rtettus.

Li ttich:cbcirli1 ch,eni;g Ll .00;i.Aottn 4..ug
4 44 44. 41:

has demonstraind its b.-Alkruptcy.

Not only has the educational estallishment in the South,./est failed

to wlke necd;.d it 11::s failed to unetst.ihd luny its ina,.!equocies.

The biX report--; of the CoLlitsions!; KuXiCan A:rPrietn Edite4tion Study

citu scores of instancei; in whicll the Oct ions uf individu,'l school ofam

cials have reilkeLed an ottAtude vhich cCAJC1LiWIA1 1:iilure on
.4

A
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Chicano ohltdv'cn thc:c

t°
Vhdo on the inad,:luctes or the i3ch®t provam.

Sonthwest:0):a educators ooL hoRin not only LO tPcoalOtze the eptlure

of systkm to uductidg CLeano childrwn, bAltto noNtlowledge th:At

chin vunt oecux at all tevolti--from the poiteiOrs set it the state le-

islature!3 to the educational envivonttonz emated in 1.n404d4a1 classrooms.
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Ttw ,(rift roz.eftWandakpioluo 01/404* follow are addressed vo :.1111

soveral inottiutto involv4d Ocuu&ttava dvcisionmAinF process.:

iu Juthwest. These in,Otitu!:ioe:4 hay,: v4x.yin.;; dcTlees of contL.ol

and influence over this procels;:t, but :11ch eln pldy (1:1 l.portint rH,o.

bringinL; AGut the ch,:inges noces$ary to provide educacibn-,1 eppoe-

tuniry to Chicr:no children. 7It combination, can roprosent ii powtrNt

foi!ce for edu,..ationst reform.

While the Vedor-1 ftwukrnmeat has Lite lotat dirovt inyolvemenit in

decisions c) educatin, it strongly influence thoso institutions

wfiich wore direct-Ay involved. Thiruu.,h flaro ertforeol:ient of the coa,

atiturionl lcgislative requirucarins oZ: tcival .:(di...cat tonni. opportunity

nnd thronh the persuasive levor.tii,c of its pro!;ram of financial assistmaft

for uducotion, Guvrtiment can Signitii:antly help bring about

eldneatinncd chino in th.3 rioothweat.

4
, ply/ . . nti 1..11o.v.4.to w S4t:notrb A e

.149

have a constitutional responsibility p17(Jvido education to all students.

their bro'id authority otbr oducatloaai policy can serve as a strong force

for instituting 11,20(1,..d elJalges.

Instirutionc of 111,J:r educlti,-n also play a key part. It is these

LNat educate the peop142 who will Parlor the professions of

teachiri, ,nd 3t:1-1.r)1 nd"inintraion; and i:hone are the persong

to whom qo entru:;: the cduk;ati-n Jt. oue ehlicArea. By involving X.Axicn

I
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Americans as trainees and as staff tilbers, and by gcarine, Lite training

programs 'to equip fisaduates to teach eounsei Ch1.4',ano childrun 0.ffac-

tively, those institutions can significantly improve rho education received

by Mexican American students.

The institutions that have the most dtreet control over public educa4*

tion are the local school districts and schools. It is the local school

district that is the policy and disburses the bulk of the financial

support for public education. It is the day-to-day decisions of local

school officials and teachers that largely determine the quality of educes

Lion the children will receive.

Thus, if necessary changes and educational reforms are to be effected,

it will be larply through policies and practices instituted at the school

and district level. The Commission, however, believes that the problems Of

urn:quat educational opportunity are of such magnitude. and so widespread that

it would be unwise to rely entirely on the good faith, efforts of individual

school districts to bring about the kind of uniform and comprehensive educa

r 4.4 4 , . 0.. . .411 0 4 4 4 4 444 4 04 A A .reLuniti riVtIddct,' .*The.refbre , most` o f thb rec.; Ottitt:1 nazi trohs that
44

follow arc addressed to the five Southwestern States and their respective

educ:i ion agencies and caIl for the tun exercise of State authority.

01-.11-1r recommendatJons ;its° call For La stronger Federal effort

to assure equal educational oiTortunity in the Southwest.

008
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Tha (c.\:.! Ion wintA ti thlt. )n training thoe reconmiendo-

tions it do not MiMil to Fiugnst n rcirc p1:1 VP role Cor local scho,ls nn,1

s:zlhool L:rI It wout0 ho a seciowi nLLiI;k to local ,c,thool of:Ictsiti

Lo sit idly by awaiting action by tho Stlto or 1Wor:11 Covernrry:It.

Co=issiou strongly that loanl officiais take it:::'..dintc! actiOTI

on thair own to !Leer tho suvevc probloms iduntific:d in this :.Inc! untliOr

ropor!..J. A con. inuA pa lye rolo by local F.chool$ fuld school dt:sricts

is not only unalrronnd but would repensent nn t;.dcfonsiblu nbdionJon of

arid tt 'rot ii di3sovv1.o3 to OW childru Who oducntion has

leun cptruJtQd to their cnro.

Thn r(-00-v1,:,tions lia3vd on thQ kindino pt. 1hb conqtAstunl

rtioarn rot riLn the e,ic:tiorl of texic:An At:cricati OW00$ in the

n;1(.; conclu(Atli Aro 4$01.V.VAI tO w.f2ds or thaDo atudcnto,

in tarlier r(loi.t1 in this t;afitrIPA haVAWft al.:early indicate that

ot,;; 1;eaup in 41144e coei6n of tbc Amintry Are confOOntPd

wiih siunir dirficuttirs. M?teover, other ttudivs hava deArpritrAtA4 that

problem3 of unequal education:Li opportuairy affect 1)oth ,Ohteethos

4.4rit(4 i t

these recommendltiok# Are acidr,e3:,ed kr) Otingao ropAMing the dtiucatiOM o

nicano studentr; in the Spiithww;ti twhv aft 7pRcbic Oso to Old nduentiAll

of cti:c wich rAtiAr4i 404 c b,,6-L.,rotInd3 diitqrpat frpm

tho.v of i'sn,;lo !4!'.,Jcnvs.
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The recommand!itions aot follow neeoPsarily are ilur.lerou6 and det,liled,

end many rvlato to complex 6nd hih Ly tcci. t. . The:ce aro, how-

ovro throe penciptas that relate to all or Lho specific reco=c(114

tions whicii the Commission 1)..11Ww.*,f. should govern c;iuctionni reform

ClItc.40 studonts,

1,1n(m1 le nnl of Mican Acsns4 ...M.. .10 Me
should ),!, inc,1 iant pa.rrr ot
the litoc048.

,2; shoUlt.1 11,7. fullv rotyrod cocl.*L9,11-__
. _r. 10Al u.- C .'rt r ..I.o!,i1r.mne or ;01%waoc v6,1c.itional

o

3. All 1--,v09 of -ovnenmew. - local n.c.0 Yedal -
1.)wi.:..t r , Ito

reC:t)C;1,, ; otitIrterrar%,,i
in t'AIN

Thr.so three principles provide A focus for improving the education

C) f Chicnno r.,tudi,!nts The following recollvendations supply specific

sugstioa;3 for implen,.2nting the..e Fducators, political

lenders, anJ community nears will have to provide tho leadership mcces»

sary to mle the actual changes.

fY)
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