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ABSTPACT : '

. A library for the blind is a good public library
vhich deals in several sedia: Braille, tape, and large type. Such a
-ibrary has the capability and dedication to provide each patrom with
personalized service, transcriting saterials from regular print on

“ vyand. Organizations that simply select books made available the

. -brary of Congress for mail circulation do not provide a library
seyvice. The Division for the Blind and Physically Handicapped
shouldn't reprint every edition once every five years, on the
assusption that the books are wornm out, but rather add nev books to
their collection. The "Testimony of the Wational Pederation of the
Blind Concerning Library Service for the Blind in the Mountain Plains
Region" affirxed to this document emphasizes that libraries for the
blind msust be attentive and responsive to the ever-changing needs of
the blind patron. (KC) -
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(Editot's note: Mrs. Grannis is Assistant Director
in charge of Library and Social Serv1ces, lowa Commussxon oL
for the Bllud ) o | . "f;

0
&

.
=
-

X

.

Let's look at the basic ph1losophy a library is butlt -
“

uponivthe bprr0wers of a library for the blind shou]d have

_f-;=' the ?ame ]ibrary serviaa.they would have if ihey were ﬁotw
b]ind“andiﬂjved in a good liﬂrary area. What does this mean?
'fhat vac% ﬁersUn n;vc the books ard infermation he Qants when

he wants them. -In other Qords; a 1ibrary for the blind is a
pygi{c-library using--mostty--gther media than regular R -f
print: In;one Lay‘d ]ib?arx for tﬁe blind has an_cdge on aéf.' @ |
- : ofdinary“library:*the library for the blind can and ShOU]éﬁ/ , ,E
D;GdJcc sracial material to order. ff a reader needs ?ouf o
references on the manufacture of qLass éhd the library has

enly oné 1t can Brail]e, tape or 1arge type three others .-

=

"If he needs to write a hlstory of ‘Standard 0i1 and the most
diligent search locates only a br1cf magazine article on
}é in the 1ibfary's cbliection; there will be Lndoubtedly ' ?
some good prlnt informatvon in"an 1nst1tut1on nearby which L
j ;51 Can be quickly transcrlbed into the des1red medfum

e T Someone wishes to pass hws h1gh school equiva1ency

.tests--where does the library ‘come in? There are very

effective print books desiqned to help achieve this goal.
. - . 3 . .
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Y l:hnary for the bllnd shbuld have aﬂl these books in |
,"ﬁ-' . Bralee. tape, !arde type. aqd. in addition. matn.poobs. f

spéllihg bdoks..VOcabulary books. etc.. should be aﬁiiléblef
- {

% in e]] mgdia to help him strengthen his areas of weakness. P

N,
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Doyn the Tine the ‘*erPY'Should be a resoirce for eacﬁ e

ind person in his commund ty. Someone is stuﬂyan res— Jf
ﬁdranc management. He should know the facts relating te L
r .

A

wwnms arg how to serve Lhem-—the 11 g can su p]y *hesq

facts “He shouﬁd know how to keqp books--the llbrary f _ ‘gyﬁ*‘ij

can help him here. - ‘ ) ‘ . o :
. The hlind home-maker belongs to a women's club and  * .

needs to read the books on the club's reading list. Ihe

-

-

library shou!d be able to supply them on the deslred time -
sche&u* . When she takes he;‘turn glVInQ the club program
t@e Tibrary can give her books on the toplc she has chosen, ) e
or prb?ide sugges?ions for a topid. It can also give her
books which will guide‘herLtﬁ giJing a good §peech. When
it is her turn to provide. refreshments for the other ladies
in the group, hér 1ibrary cqﬁ send hen CDokbooks"ahd'any , 4
?f' i hints she may desire about proper procedures. ) “ff“ ﬁfﬂ
. H1stqrical}¥. l1brar1es are said to be the pecple S | "1§
universities. -A;good library for the blind has an 1deal

; . opportunity to f?if this function. Thrbugh telephone, per- ‘

i sonal, or letter conference all sorts of courses of study=

can be planned and through on-gbing cammunication they can

be adhered to or deviated from as the readers desire. The - S

L library can proVide bibliographies on virtually any subject.

It can answer quéstions_oﬁ.practicaily any.topif}‘

\ - =3, e A
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;Agencies ihat simpl;'select books sdpolied'by the- i’

W,
tibrary of Congress for borrowers and ship them to them 42‘%?

LN

are not libraries and are not filling a library function.

\ L]

'Hhat is more patronizing_than for somqpne;in.a remote

1ibrary office to decide ‘the books the 1ibrary patrons

should read? Can I know what Mary Williams in Peru wants
to read because I %now she is 45 years old and a hugh

hool rraduate’ Even if 1 have talked to her on the phone
or had a few personal coﬁtacts with her, can 1 koow?'

Just because‘she has filled in a form that says she ka;té

to read romance, can I -know whether she wants Gone with

the wind, David Copperfield or Cougles’ Sure]y. Tt takes

more time to send Mrs. Williams the exact bookSJshe has

TS B

~ dsked for, just when she wants them, but every library

exists only to give service'_y;f Mrr Williams has no
way of preparing a list we con phone her and discuss
books, or send a vo!unteer or pald staff member so that
she can get the books she wants, when she wants them.
fFewer than half the people eligible for services | .
from tne libraries for the blind use them " Why? Some ‘ ' K
peop]e snmpl/ don't wgnt'to-read and they have every. |

right not to, but there'are undoubtedly people who simply -

(%]

‘don’t use the services because they find nothing they want.
Haybe their wants are "way out"-—science flctlon, the i

Greek cla,s1cs, The senﬁunuq woman, The sensuous man .

But the Tibraries should haverthe "way out" books and be

- in a posi;ion to serve well'thé borrowers they may have
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fas well as thqse already reglstered

The talk among the peohle of the Division for ‘the

Blind and Physically Handl§apped is that a library for
» M

 the blind ci”not have a balanced collec:ian because books
in their medta cannot be expected to last more than five
‘years Thls s partly because thev believe books will
bé worn Out ln thls time (that is. blind people cannot

be expected to be careful of them so that they will last),

it is also because the llbrar:es are generally counseled to

‘51mply send books out to borrowers" nOt 0 regtster which
books ‘90 out/mo which borrowers--that is, not to check
them out and to chedk"ﬁﬁem in accordingato regular ifbrary \
proredure The implfcatlon is clear that blind peonle

carnot be expected to beﬁave as regular responSIble

Rt TP

“citizens. Since the DlVlSlon operates on the premise

-t

T

_that the books cannot last more than flye years, it-sends .
serne of their three millibn dollars;;f our tax money down R
the tubes each year to reproduce some books that Rhould |

still be in good condition in each library For example.

we have a fine collection. of recorded Cﬁristmas stories '

- which are read moderately at Christmas . time only They

should surely be in the tollection but inev1tably they ‘;

_stt on the shelf except at Chr?ﬁtmas time and our six.

copies are complete and in excellent condition But

the Dtvns1on issued thlS book again and thlS means one . - g

U

more new book we can't have Simllarly in Braille we have

"’~ Sk

prrstlcz\mopies of Du Jardin®s Double date which goes out

‘now and again, but is never on reserve--along comes new

- 4 - l ! ' :;".
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o a‘qood reqxonal lxbtary since it causes most cf our books to

copxea we. neither want nor need -and we have to hand Braille mi;r“;

War and peacg! Without the Division, however, we cannot have " L

L] . - ‘

be produced

To summarize: "An agency that simply sclects baoks supplled

l

by 1v be;ar" ut Congress and aends them to borrowers is not 5

trulyAa laxbrary. A lxbrary for the blind should supply present \

!

borrowers a nd poetential. borrowers the books and 1nformatxon they

f" ‘

want;whion r“e; wiant them To do thig the Lmbxizlwahguld_ﬁ?nll

xtﬂ‘mz e all. Leauzble naticnal und'xntérnatlonal revources for n
. l | ] . o
Braille, large type ahﬂ%ﬁucordhd material. 1 should have an. ample CL
corg of voluntears with hlqh standards to produce needed matcrxal e
Abbye  all, a good library for the blind must demonstrate that !

it “;*2?5 only te give sarvice. ? T ’
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Trsmrn*vy OF THE NAf’Q&AL FEDERATIQN OF THE BLIND CONCERNING =~ *
- LIBRARY SERVICE FOR-THE 'BLIND IN THE MOUNTAIN PLAINS RLG:ON-» PR
. PRESENTED TO THE NATxcaAL cownxssxon CK LIBRABIES' AND INFORMA-

Trox %ClhﬂCB AUGUST 16, 1974. . | e,

¢ | ' _ - )
Yo - To have good library services for the blind in ahy area.fa
: "'_threo pronged approach would be helpful: | .

i . (1) Convince the adminils tza;ors ‘that blind peo- -
~ j-le deservs and can make use of excellent lxbrarJ
, _ services That, given proper traxnihq ‘and opportu~
" nity, blxnd people can be tax-paying citizens in' the
| | mainstream of society. See attached: "What should
a library tor tne plind be?" "wWhat scryices aro
reasonable to expect from a library® for the blind?"
These artigles outline .somewhat- standardized con-
cepts blind pesople have developed concerning thelr |
library services., : ; . -

(2) Provide guidelines$ for good library service. T

Guidelines that would be meanlanul and stimulating S

, ~ for administrators, llbfary personnel and borrowers. - T

. (the input of the patron is nearly as important as :

the output of the- lxbraxy ) See attachments a]ready”
-mentioned. o | :

(3) Have communxcatxon and 1nterchange between 2

all the area libraries as well a2s with those in
the remainder of the nation, making use of the Union

. Catalog being developpd at the Division of the Blind
and Phycically ﬂandxcapped of the Library of C ngress,
‘national WATS lines, regiona. library associatYon
meetings and all other approprlate informational
forums.
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