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ABSTRACT
This report presents retention rates of the 1964

through 1969 Bofstra freshman classes 5 years after entry. Data
indicates: (1) Hofstras persistence rate for the 1966 freshmen was
comparable to the national retention rate. (2) There has been a
downward trend in Hofstra's persistence rate as demonstrated by the
figures for the 1964 throught 1969 entering classes. (3) There has
been a concurrent downward trend in Rofstras graduation rates for
the 1964 through 1967 entering classes. (4) There has been a sharp
downward trend in the retention rates of the student with GPAs of
2.00 or better who entered Hofstra between 1964 and 1969. (5) The
percentage of students dropped for academic reasons declined steadily
for the six classes. (6) The percentage of students who withdrew
voluntarily with less than a 2.00 GPA also decreased, but the decline
was not steady or as great as that of the academic drops. (7) Women
who entered Hofstra between 1964 and 1967 consistently had higher
graduation and persistence rates than men. (8) Women who entered
Hofstra between 1964 and 1967 and earned GPA's of 2.00 or better
withdrew at a higher rate than men in the same category, while men
were often dropped for poor scholarship or withdrew with low CPA's.
Additional findings are included. (RJR)
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The analyses presented in this report were based on data from therecently completed CSHE Student Data Bank. An earlier report based on this datawas concerned with probabilities of success at Hofstra among the 1964-67 freshmanclasses given their high school deciles and SAT scores. The analyses containedin that report were geared toward establishing criteria for admission to Hofstra.

This report presents retention rates of the 1964 through 1969 Hofstrafreshman classes five years after entry. The 1969 freshman class was the most recentclass unich we were shle to include in the data analyses since June 1974 was fiveyears after entry for that class. The 1964-67 freshme.4 were analyzed by sex andby date of departure, but the 1968-69 freshmen were atalyzed only by status afterfive years. After completion of the data analyses for the 1964-67 classes, it seemedthat a trend in Hofstra's persistence rates was emerging. The data, however, werenot conclusive. Since status five years after entry was the main variable beingstudied, data on this variable were collected for the 1968 and 1969 freshmen. Itwas then possible to examine the trend using the most recent classes possible.

The students were followed for five years because the literature (Eckland1964; Max, 1968; Irvine, 1965) indicates that the assumption that four years is the"normal" span of time spent in attaining a degree is not tenable. The resultsconcerning Hofstra students strongly support that contention as demonstrated laterin the report (see Table 1).

The first variable analyzed was status. Table 1 presents the persistenceand withdrawal rates of the six freshman classes in such a format that one canobserve overall trends.

Astin (1972) recently reported the results of a four-year longitudinalstudy of 51,721 freshmeu who enrolled in 217 two-year and four-year institutionsacross the country in 1966. He found that 58% of the freshmen from the four-yearcolleges persiated(graduated or were still enrolled) at the original college ofentry four years later. Hofstra's figure for 1966 freshman after five years was60%. There has been no more recent information available on nation-wide persistencerates since Astin's report.

Although Hofstra's 1966 persistence rate compared favorably to thenational rate, our four-year graduation rat,:was lower. Astin (1972) reported a47% four-year graduation rate while our rat.: was 35% for the 1966 freshman class.Our five year rate, however, jumped to 53% for the same class. This result suggeststhat Hofstra students may take longer to graduate than the national sample since ourpersistence rate became comparable (60%) to the rate reported by Astin.
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Table 1

Persistence and Withdrawal Rates of
Freshman Classes Five Years After Entry

Year of Entry

Sta° is
1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969

(N=792)
70

(N=883)
76

(N=830)
7

(N=868)
7.

(N=1101)
7.

(N=1186)

Persisted five years 62 66 60 56 53 53

Graduated in 4 years 37 46 35 38
Graduated in 5 years 58 58 53 53
Enrolled after 5 years 4 7 7 3

Withdrawn (Total voluntary) 25 19 27 35 38 42

GPA=2.00 or better 11 /2 14 21 25 33GPA under 2.00 12 6 10 11 11 7GPA unavailable 2 1 3 3 2 2

Dropped for poor scholarship 13 16 13 9 9 5
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Earlier in this report the statement was made that the data on Histra:Audeni:; :strongly support claims in the literature that the student!, should he
lollowed-up ior live years rather than the usual lour vcarN. The talle i
percentages of students Irom the 1)64 through ill( 1967 1 resImian ela::::es who
graduated in live years rather than the usual iour-year span WA:. irom 12. loof the classes. Another 37. to 77 of the entering classes were !tall in
attendance after five years. Thus, a category called "graduated within 5 years"would represent about 957 of the persistors in the freshman class. The largenumber of commuting students at Hofstra could possibly have contributed to thisresult.

The data in Table 1 suggests a substantial downward trend in Hofstra'sholding power. While only 38 7. of the 1964 freshman class withdrew over five years,by 1969 the rate of withdrawal for that entering class had increased to 477 overthe same period of time. The question is, how much of this decline is peculiarto Hofstra and how much is due to changing students attitudes toward college anda general increase in transfer rates.

Similar to the trend in the persistence rates, the trend in the Hofstragradu,,tion rates appears to the downward.

AL-recent report received from Pennsylvania State University (1973) showedthat their retention rates have suffered a similar decline. Althlugh one dissimilar(state university) institution's results cannot be generalized tt, Ibl: tra'ssitutation, other recent reports have .uldicated that Hofstra's problem is notunique (Lucas, 1973; CRC Center Notes, 1972). In fact, in a report done in 1972by the College Research Center (CRC) it was noted that there has been an increasein inter-institutional mobility in the past few years. This maybe partially dueto the fact that transferring has become easier for students and more accepted bycolleges.

Along with this downward trend in Hofstra's retention rate, i.e. upwardtrend in withdrawal rates, there appears to be a sharp upward trend in thewithdrawal rates of students performing satisfactorily. The increase in thepercentage of students who withdrew from Hofstra with a :PA of 2.00 or betterfrom the 1964 to the 1969 freshman classes was from m of the 1964 class to 337of the 1969 class.

A recent cross-sectional study of Thorne (1973) appears to confirm thedownward trend in our holding power of satisfactory' students. Thorne reported"an increase of Hofstra students choosing to transfer to other (mainly public)institutions." The consistency of our findings with his results rests on theassumption that a larger percentage of students with satisfactory CPA's transferto other schools than those with low GPA's. This is a reasonable assumptionconsidering what is known about drop-outs.

This phenomenon is also apparently not unique to Hofstra. It wasreported in the CRC (1972) study that many of the withdrawn students had betteracademic credentiallothan many of the the remaining students.

It could be hypothesized that some of the increase in withdrawal ratesof the satisfactory students may be due to the fact that the grades of Hofstrastudents have been steadily increasing over the years. In 1965, 49X of the grades
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awarded to day students were A's or B's, while in 1973, o3 of the :ldesawarded were A's or 13's. Grades inflation also seems to be nation wide. Anarticle in the Chronicle of Higher Education (October 7, 197) reported on asurvey of 197 collewsand universities. The survey indicated that the totalincreiAse in CPA was 404 (or about half a letter ,:ride) between 1960 and 197J.

InfIated grading practices, however, Its not appal I. explain OMresults, i.e., the increased rate of withdrawal of Hotstra student!. with COA'sof 2.00 or better. In 1965, 88Z of the grades awarded to day student.; were A's,B's, or C's and in 1973 the percentage remained 887. In additioNfor the ,:,roup.,of freshmen studied in this report, the percentages of the 19134 throu,..h 1967 classt:iwith final cum CPA's of 2.00 or better were 747, 757, 727 and 76: respectiv(ly.The percentages withdrawn from these classes with CPA's of 2.00 or better, nowever,were 117., 127,, 147., and 21%, respectively. Comparable data were not available forthe 1968 and 1969 classes.

Although the students with CPA's of 2.00 mid above have bee-, leavinHofrtra at an increasing rate, the percentage of students dropped for academicreasons has declined from 137. of the 1964 class to 5'4 of the 1969 class. Thepercentage of students with less than a 2.00 GPA who tthdrew voluntarily has aL.0decreased but the decline has not been steady or as great.

The results of the present study emphasizo aced to initiate D.wamsspecifically designed to relieve Hofstra's retention pr...lem rather 11 i000:;i11:;largely on the recruitment of new students. Since It a ,ars to ht. thv satislaetor,students whose rate of withdrawal has increased at an o!armieli; pace,whichinclude counseling and close contact with these dents are patticulatlyimportant.

The rest of this report will be concerned with Ow consistent tinAinl.,sfor the four freshman classes rather than the analysis of trends. Data on the1968 and 1969 freshman classes were not available for these tables.

The second variable included in the study was sex. Table 2 pr.:ntsthe persistence and withdrawal rates of the four (1964-1967) classes by :sex.The data shown in this table indicates that females at Hofstra consistent l) hadhigher graduation (627.* versus 51%*) and persistence rates (65 versub 58 thanmales. Astin's (1972) findings indicate that females graduate at a hi..her rate,but that men persist at a higher rate. As noted abo,,e, Astins:, sample was similarto ours in time of entry. These conflicts may be due to time, methodology orinstitutional differences. According to Summerpkill (19(12), whoidid a verycomprehensive review of the literature up to the early 1960's, men and women pprsistkidat that time at similar rates but withdrew for different reasonr. Cenera!!., mendropped out for academic reasons, while women withdrew for family respon:ib!litit:..

The results also indicate that women at Hotstrabetter withdrew at a higher rate than men in the same catsmore often dropped for poor scholarship or withdrew with Ipercentages of women who withdrew with CPA's of 2.01) or bewhile the range for men was 77, to 174. The range of percedropped for poor scholarship or withdrew with less than 2.while the range for men was 274 to 304.

*Based cn all four years of data combined.
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Table 2

BEST CCi?Ir

Persistence and Withdrawal Rates of the 1964 through 19(,7Freshman Classes by Sex Five Years Mier Entry

Females
Year of Entry

Status
1964 1965 1966 1967(N=344) (N=354) (N=33) (N...382)% .7

Persisted Five Years
65 70

tit)

Graduated in 4 years 49 55 47 48Graduated in 5 years 63 66 62 58Enrolled after 5 years 2 4 4

Withdrawn (Total voluntary) 27 22 27 3
GPA=2.00 or better

15 17 18 25GPA under 2.00
10 5 6 6GPA unavailable
2

3 ii

Dropped for poor scholarship
8 8 7

Status

Males
Year of Entry

1964 1965 19( 1967(N=448) (N=529) (N =495) (N=486)
7 ,

Persisted Five Years

Graduated in 4 years
Graduated in 5 years
Enrolled after 5 years

61

28
55
6

62

40
53
9

56

f'7

47
9

53

30

50

3
Withdrawn (Total voluntary) 22 to

.'7

GPA=2.00 or better
7 8 1? li

GPA under 2.00
13 7 12

I ',

GPA unavailable
2 1 3 1

Dropped for poor scholarship
17 22 17 ! 1



- t)

The data shown in Table 2 also indiLate that male:: consislenlv tooklonger to graduate than females. This linding ayaee.; with Irvine's (196'0 Ntall -ment, based on an eight year follow-up study at the University of Ceurgia, thatwomen tend to graduate "on time" (In four yearn) more o(ten than rim. i thgraduate at all. Astin's (1972) data verifies tnat Matement,. Ile showed a '1.)male foul -year gradaat:.on rata and another lu! still .n attendance ; a 49 I (lila icfour-year graduation rate and only 77 still in attendance. Thy MlIstra data shoua 31%* male four-year graduation rate and another 27.4.: si.111 in attendance; a SU,four-year female graduation rate and only in attendance. It may be thatthe recent elimination of the draft and college draft exemption status has affected this:variable. We have not been able to investigate this possibility since data by se::were not available for the 1968-u9 classes.

The third iriable studied was time of departure. Table 3 presentswithdrawal rates for each class (1964-1967) by number of years after entry.Similar data was not available for the 1968 and 1969 freshmen. The lour tablesin Appendix A present all data in detail by class for the 1964-1967 ente:ingfreshmen.

The results shown in this table indicate that for all the classes,students who withdrew tended to leave early. Yuker, Lichtenstein, and Witheiler(1972) did a study of the 1971
voluntrary withdrawers from the total Horstratime day student body and concluded that greater proportions of lower clAssmnwithdrew. In the present study, the largest percentamof "poor" student.; (Acadendkdrops and Withdrawals with less than 2.00 CPA) consistently left before theirsophomore year. The satisfactory students left almoit es frequently during or atthe end of their sophomore year as they did before sophomore year. In this group,the largest percentage of withdrawers were still lower classmen. It would seemlikely that most of these satisfactory students transferred to other schools.

In summary, the purpose of the present study was to show the status ofof the 1964 through 1967 freshmen, by sex, and by date of departure, five yearsafter entry. Additional data on the status of the 1968 and 1969 freshmen werecited to verify an emerging downward trend in llofstra's
persistence rates.

The following conclusions seem warranted on the basis of the datapresented in the report:

1. Hofstra's porsistence rate for the 1960 freshmen was comparableto the national rate as presented by Astin (1972).

2. There has been a downward trend in Hofstra's persistence rateas demonstrated by the figures for the 1964 through 1069 entering classes.

3. There has been a concurrent downward trend in Uofstra'sgraduation rates for the 1964 through 1967 entering classes. Similar data wereunavailable for the 1968 and 1969 classes.

4. There has been a sharp downward trend in our retention ratesof the students with CPA's of 2.00 or better who entered Hofstra between 14;4 nod 1'4,9.
5. The percentage of students dropped for academic reasons declinedsteadily for the six classes.

6. The percentage of students who withdrew voluntarily with lest;
*Based on all four years of data combined
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Table 3

OV°LWithdrawal Rates of the 1964 through 1967 . ral r: N
Freshman Classes by Time of Departure VO4 uw

Year of Entry

Time of Departure

Not in Attendance Alter 1st Year

Dropped for poor scholarship
W/D, 2.0 or better
W/D, under 2.0
Total

Not in Attendance After 2nd Year

Dropped for poor scholarship
W/D, 2.0 or better
W/D, under 2.0
Total

Not in Attendance After 3rd Year

Dropped for poor scholarship
W/D, 2.0 or better
W/D, under 2.0
Total

Not in Attendance After 4th Year

Dropped for poor scholarship
W/D, 2.0 or better
W/D, under 2.0
Total

Not in Attendance After 5th Year

Dropped for poor scholarship
W/D, 2.0 or better
W/D, under 2.0
Total

GPA unavailable

Total

1964 1965 1966 1967
(N=792) (N=883) (N=830) (N=868)

7 6 8
4 4 5
5 3 3

16 15 16

3 4 2
3 5 4
2 3
8 11 9

2 2 2
2 1 3
2 1 1

6 4 6

- 2 1

1 2 2
2 - 2
3 4 5

1 Mir

1
1

3 0 1

2 3

38 34 40

:'

)
6

:.)

16

2

5

2

9

i

5

8

1

1

5

2

1

3

3

44
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than a ..)..00 (VA also decreased but the decline wan not steady or as rival a?; thatl LII. academic drops.

7. Women who entered Hotstra between 190 and 1967 etnsintenikhad higher graduation and persistence rases than men.

8. Women who entered Hofstra between 1964 and 1967 and earnedGPA's of 2.00 or better withdrew at a higher rate than men in the same categorywhile men were more often dropped for poor scholarship or withdrew with Ww CPA's.

9. Mules consistently took louger to graduate than females.

10. Hofstra students appear to take longer to graduate than thenational sample.

11. Most students who withdrew left before their sophomore year.
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Appendix A
September 1964 Freshman Class EtS1 CCN N.%;;Iumi

Male
(14=448)

Female Total
(N.3441 (N=792)

Graduated within 4 years 126 28 168 49 294 37Graduated in 5 years 120 27 49 14 169 21Total Graduated
246 55 217 63 463 58

In Attendance After 5 Years 28 6 6 2 34 4

Dropped for Poor Scholarship
1965 42 9 13 5 55 71966 15 3 7 2 22 3'967 13 3 5 1 18 21968 2 1 1 - 3 -1969 1 1 - 4 1Total -2

75 17 27 8 102 13
Withdrawn
GPA = 2.0 or better 2/65 1 - 6 2 7 19/65 11 2 16 5 27 32/66 2 1 8 2 10 19/66 5 1 8 2 13 -2/67 -

-
2 A. 1 29/67 7 2.. 7 2 14 22/68 4n - I n4

1 -9/68 3 1 - - 4 12/69 1 - 1
2 -9/69 1 4 1 4 1Total

31 7 53 15 84 11
Withdrawn
GPA less than 2.0 2/65 9 2 3 1 12 19/65 17 4 14 4 31 42/66 7 2 - ..

7 19/66 5 1 4 1 9 12/67 6 1 5 2 11 19/67 4 1 3 1 7 12/68 1 - OM

1
, 9/68 8 2 4 1 12 22/69 3 1 1 - 4 19/69 - -

2 - 2Total
60 13 36 10 96 12

Withdrawn No GPA
8 2 5 2 13 2Total

448 100 344 100 792 100

11
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September 1965 Freshman Glass BESI COPY PaKal.E.

Male !mkt Tctal
(Nm529) (N=354) (N=083)

7. N

55 407 46
11 110 12
66 517 59

Graduated within 4 years
Graduated in 5 years
Total

In Attendance After 5 years

Dropped for Poor Scholarship

N

211
72

%

39

14

N

196

1.1

234

14

283

46

53

9

1966 55 10 11
1967 27 5 10
1968 15 3 7
1969 16 3 -

1970 3
Total 116 22 28

Withdrawn
GPA 2.0 or better 2.456 1 - 6

M. 9/66 11 2 12
4

2/67 4 1 5
9/67 11 2 18
2/68 2 - 2
9/68 3 1 7
2/69 5 1 1
9/69 6 1 4
2/7) 1 3
9/70 1 - 1

Total 45 8 59

Withdrawn
CPA leer than 2.0 2/66 5 1 3

9/66 9 2 3
2/67 7 1 41

9/67 3 1 3
2/68 3 1 -
9/68 5 1 3
2/69 1 - 1
9/69 1 - 2
2/70 2 - -

9/70 - - -
Total 36 7 19

Withdrawn No CPA 3 1
Total 529 100 354

4 60 7

3 66 8
3 37 4
2 22 2

16 2

3 -

W 144 16

2 7 i
-

3 23 3
2 9 1

5 29 4
1 4 -
2 10 1
- 6 1
1 10 1

1 4 -

- 2 -
17 104 12

1 8 1

1 12 2
1 11 1

1 6 1
IM 3 -

1 8 1

- 2 -

- 3 -

- 2 -

:' -.,. 1
5 55 6

100
3 -

883 0
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BES1 COP1
September 1966 Freshman Class

Male Female Total
(N=495)

N 7.

(N=335)

N

(N=830)

N

Graduated within 4 years 134 27 158 47 292 35Graduated in 5 years 100 20 2.8 15 148 18Total Graduated
234 47 206 62 440 53

In Attendance After 5 years 44 9 15 4 59

Dropped For Poor Scholarship
1967 52 11 15 5 67 8'1968 16 3 4 1 20 21969 10 2 3 1 13 21970 2 - 1 - 3 11971 2 - - . 2 -Total

82 16 23 7 :05 13
Withdrawn

GPA = 2.0 or better 2/67 3 1 4 1 7 19i67 13 3 18 5 33 42/68 4 1 6 2 10 19/68 11 2 , 18 5 29 32/69 2 - 6 2 8 19/69 10 2 4 1 14 22/70 2 - 3 1 5 19/70 9 2 2 1 11 12/71 3 1 1. OP 3 -9/71 1 - - - 1Total
60 12 61 18 121

_:::

14

Withdrawn
GPA less than 2.0 2/67 7 1 2 1 9 19/67 13 3 7 2 19 22/68 5 1 1 - 6 19/68 14 5 1 19 22/69 2 - . - 2 -9/69 10 2 2 1 12 12/ ?0 3 1 - - 3 19/70 3 1 1 - 4 12/71 3 1 - - 3 -9/71 2 - 2 1 4 1

62 13 20 6 82 10
Withdrawn No CPA

13 3 11 3 24 3Total
495 100 335 100 830 100

13
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BEST CON r",77.
September 1967 Freshman Class

Male Female Total
(N486) (N"382) (N12868)

N % N N Z

Graduated within 4 years 145 30 184 48 329 38
Graduated in 5 years 95 20 37 10 132 15
Total Graduated 240 50 :"21 58 461 53

In Attendance After 5 years 17 3 7 2 24 3

Dropped for Poor Scholarship
1968 38 8 11 3 49 5

1969 11 2 3 1 14 2

1970 7 2 4 1 11 1

1971 5 1 1 - 6 1

1972 1 _:_ - 1 -
Total 62 13 19 T 81 V

Withdrawn
GPA a 2.0 or better 2/68 2 - 6 2 8 1

9/68 26 5 21 5 47 5

2/69 3 1 8 2 11 1

9/69 14 3 20 5 34 4
2/70 7 2 15 4 22 3
9/70 9 2 11 3 20 2

2/71 2 - 4 1 6 1

9/71 11 2 7 2 18 2

2/72 7 1 1 - 8 1

9/72 '3 1 3 1 6 1
Total 84 17 96 25 180 21

Withdrawn
GPA less than 2.0 2/68 8 2 3 1 11 1

9/68 30 5 9 2 39 4
2/69 3 1 5 1 8 1

9/69 4 1 - .. 4 1

2/70 6 1 4 1 10 1

9/70 4 1 1 - 5 1

2/71 3 1 1 - 4 -

9/71 3 1 2 1 5 1

2/72 - - - - .. -

9/72 7 1 - 7 1
Total 68 14 25 6 93 Ti

Withdrawn No GPA
Total

15 3 14 4 29 3

486 10U 382 100 868 100

14


